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CHAPTER V. 

JUSTICE. 

A GEUTA.iN vague legiBlative and judicial aiitlionty Was gralited to 
tlie Company by tlie Cliarter ot 1601, long before they possessed any 
territory. A similar grant was made in eleayer terms by Charles 11. 
who (166S) ceded Bombay to the Conipany in fiill sovereignty, with 
power to inaike laws and to administer justice aceoxding to the Laws or 
England. The {ollowing orders to provide for the administration or 
Justice were issued at a Consultation held in Bombay on the ^nd 
Pebniary 1670 : 

The Governor and Conircil, in pursuance of the Honourable Com- 
pany's order concerning a Court of J udicature for deciding or diliei cnees 
between party and party, as also eonoerning justices of the peace and 
constables for the cause and ends therein specified, have seriously 
considered the present state of aifairs within this island togethei with 
the number and qualifications of Englishmen thereon, who being able 
for such a trust can be spared from other necessary service. ^Like- 
wise the convenience in this juncture of time and promulgation or 
new laws of suiting the present Government to ^ the natives hy a con- 
currence with Englishmen in matters of smaller importance to the end 
that justice may be duly administered, that the inhabitants may have 
the greater satisfaction in the execution of the laws, and that all 
things may proceed the more regular. After mature deliberamon and. 
debate, they resolve and conclude as follows : The island or 
to be divided into two distinct precincts, one comprehending^ Bombay 
Mcizgaou and Girgaon; and the other Mdliim Parel Sion \\arli and 
the Puckerys (P^ldiadis or hamlets) thereunto belonging, in each 
of those precincts there shall be five justices who besides the partieulais 
expressed in the laws shall have power to receive, hear, try, and 
determine all hills plaints petitions and actions for sums o money 
not exceeding the value of five Xeraphins (Rs. 3|). To this em rose 
of the first precincts shall convene in the Cnstoni Honse^ o om ay 
(near the present Town Barracks) every Friday at _ y 

in the morning and tliose of the second precincts in the Custom 
House of MAhim on every Wednesday at the same hour. 1 rovic ec 
always that the respective customers (customs omcers) or tiompay 
and MAhim being Englishmen be always present and preside as 
chairmen in these respective courts'- and three to ^ 

Further that the said Comds shall ehdose then- own lertes (Farbhu 
clerks) and other officers necessary j and appoint them such moderate 

■ ’ It will be seen below (page 2) that a special paid ofBoer was afterwards appointed 
(1675) to preside, and was given the title of Judge. 

ji 1006—1 


Gliaptfer f' 
Justice. 

Company’s 

Fower«, 

HvOl 


Jlistices md 
Gourte, 
. 1670 , 


Chapter V. 
Justice* 

Justices and 
Gotirts, 
1670. 


Code of Taws, 
1670. 


English and 
Portugals, 
1670. 


Legal Forms, 
1672. 


Judge 
A ppointed, 
1675. 


IHistotical. 

-BOMBAY TOWH 

fees as sMl not be burdensome or grievous to the people ; and shall 
keep an exact register of all their sentences, resolutions, executions, 
and judgments whatsoever; and deliver authentic copy thereof 
quarterly to the Deputy Governor and Council. Moreover that in 
every parish witlnn either of these precincts above mentioned there 
shall be one constable who for an ensign of his office shall caify a staff 
tipped with silver and the Company's arms thereupon engraved, and 
shall attend those Courts as necessity requires. And lastly in regard 
there is to be no other Court of judicature for decision of other cause 
and difference between party and party through want of men able and 
understanding in the laws, the Deputy Governor and Council shall 
convene in Court every Tuesday from 8 to ll in the forenoon and 
from 1 to 3 in the afternoon within the fort then and there to receive, 
try, and decide all appeals (if any shall be made) from mferior courts, 
as also all actions treasonable, felonious, capital, or criminal, wHch in 
any way relate to the public government and civil polity of the island 
and the Company's interest and estate thereupon, as well as all suits and 
actions whatsoever between man and man for lands, goods^ and sums 
of money above the value of 200 Xeraphins. In this Court as provided 
in the laws, all trials shall be by a jury, and exact registers of their 
proceedings shall be kept that the equity thereof may appear to all 
whom it may concern.^ 

The same Consultation, 2nd February 1670, contains the following 
orders relating to the publication of a code of laws, of which code no trace 
seems to be extant : It is unanimously resolved that those laws whicli 
concern the administration of justice and common right, the form of 
judicature, and the penalties appointed against profaneness, breaches 
of morality, and civil government, shall be translated into the Portu- 
guese and Kiinarese languages and be published with all convenient 
speed, and the others deferred till further consideration.^ 

A Bombay Consultation dated 31st January 1670 refers to an order 
of the Honourable Company that all cases of difference between 
English and Portugals be decided by a jury half English half 
Portugal.^ 

Regarding the first Bombay Procedure Code a Surat letter dated 
16th May 1672 has the following : Mr. George Wilcox has informed 
that he hath di’awn up a form of legal proceedings which he intended 
to present to the Governor Mr. Aungier on his arrival at Bombay. 
This form we would have Mr. Wilcox send up hither that wc may 
debate and consider thereof.'*' 

A Surat letter to Bombay, dated the 18th December 1675, has the 
following regarding the appointment of a Judge to preside over the 
sittings of the justices: As to the judge^s salary, having respect as 
well to our Masters^ orders as also to his present condition and the 


^ Consultation lield in Bombay 2nd Eeb. 1670, Surat Factory Diary 1 of 1060 - 1696. , 
^ Consultation held in Bombay 2nd Feb. 1670, Surat Factory Diary 1 of 1660 - 1696. 

3 Surat Factory Diary 1 of 1660- 1696. 

^ Surat to Bombay 16th May 1672, Surat Factory Outward Letter Book 1 of 1630- 
1678,262. Forrest’s Home Series, 1. 64, 
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quality o£ the employment, we have ordered that his salary be £120 
to be paid him quarterly and to begin from Ms entrance into office and 
that he be allowed a horse or palanquin with a sumbrera or sunshade 
boy as also a gown yearly at the Oompany^s charge. The judge is 
required to keep an exact account of all moneys and fines received. 
From these receipts he is to discharge what is laid out for the Sesspns 
dinners/ officers’^ feesy and public expenses paying the remainder into 
the Honourable Company’s cashd 

A Surat letter of the 8th Febi’uary 1676 contains the following 
instructions to the judge; As we desire that justice may be done^ so 
we would have you take care that vexatious suits and contrivances 
laid by common barristers to disturb the quiet of good people^ may be 
discouraged and prevented. And let the judge know from us that we 
expect he maintain the gravity integrity and authority of Ms ofnee^ 
and that he doth not bring a disrepute on the Court of Bombay by 
lightness, partiality, self seeking or countenancing common barristers 
in which sort of vermin they say Bombay is very unhappy.^ 

The provision of a proper court house was the next subject that 
required the attention of the Council. Originally the justices held 
their sittings in the Custom houses of Bombay and of Mmiim. 
When a judge was appointed some house was taken as a Court of Judi- 
cature. But affcer about a year it was decided to buy the Deputy 
Governor'^s house, apparently the building part of which still exists in 
the Castle and which was then private property^ belonging to a 
Portuguese lady. Eventually the Court was housed in a new building 
in tbe bazar the fair common house which Governor Aungier planned 
and of which traces remain at Mopla Por in Bohora Bazar Street.’ 

Surat letters of the 1 9 tli July and 21st August 1676 have the 
following : We like well your proposition of making the present 
court of judicature an hospital and of takingthe Deputy Governor’s and 
Mr. Petit^s house for the Court of Judicature. We read the valua- 
tion you have made of the Deputy Governors house which you have 
thought fit for the court of judicature. As we do not see there will be 
any oceasion for the garden and the ground adjoining, we desire that 
the house by itself may be valued. This is all that we have in answer 
to that letter,^ 

On the 24th August the Surat Council continue : We have 
received your original of the 9th current (August 1676) togethm with 
the certificate or valuation of the Deputy Governors house, ims a 
lls. 2400 we think to be a dear pennyworth. You shall m due time 
receive our positive answer regarding it.^ 


1 Surat to Bombay IStli Bee. 1675, Surat Pact. Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76, H - 1^- 

Forrest’s Home Series, I. 73. o o of ims-Tfi 70. 

sSiirat to Bombay 8th Feh. 1676, Surat Fact. Out. B 2 of i67o (O, 
Forrest’s Home Series, I. 81. ’ Surat Fact. Out. Xu B- 1 of 10/ , • ^ ^ 

^ Surat Letters to Bombay 19tb July and 2 1st Aug. 1676, »..urat Fact. U * * 

of 1675-76, 163, 174. Forrest’s Home Series, 1. 100. , « 9 ifiVK-TG. 17^ 

* Surat to Bombay 24tb Aug, 1676, Smat Fact. Out. B* ^ 

Forrest's Home Series, 1. 101, 
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The subject is resumed on the 10th October 1676 r Y e have 
discoursed with the Deputy Governor touching the house proposed for 
a court of judicature. As he has given us a very satisfaetoiy account^ 
we have concluded to take it on the Honourable Company's behalf 
and shall make good the money here to the persons coneen'iod. Ye 
desire you to take possession ; and now without delay to go forward in 
fitting up the present court of judicature for aii hospital. The sooner 
that so necessary a work is finished the better.^ 

Three weeks later (4th November 1676) the Surat Council ma,kes 
the following further concession : As to the new house bouglit for the 
court of judicature you are to take notice that the ground heloiigiug 
thereto is bought together with the house. You must take in the 
ground for a backyard.® 

Apparently the only effect of this purchase was to make the Coin- 
paiiy the owners of the Portuguese lady^s aaul Mfo Petit^s Louses in 
the Castle. These houses seem to have continued in use as residences. 
The Common House in Bohora Bazjir Street, which was begun in 
consequence of Mr. Aungier^s proposals of 1671, was, in 1677, so. far- 
advanced that (24th January) the Deputy Governor Mr. Petit wrote 
to the Directors that the buildings in the Castle should not Ixj used as 
a Court. He says : The court of judicature we have built in the bazfir 
is a far more convenient place for a Court being of greater ease for all 
sorts of people to repair thither, and more fitting for prisons where 
prisoners may beg relief of passengers.*^ 

Before the Judge had been two years in office, 24th August 1677, the 
Bombay Council became so dissatisfied with him as to write to Surat 
in the, following terms: We have long forbore upon Just sentiments 
to say anything concerning the Judge. We do now find that the 
good of the island, the content of tlm inhabitants, and the discharge 
of the trust reposed in us, enforce us to seek a prevention of the bad 
consequences his carriage eminently does threaten. Your Honours 
will perceive how little he has merited the honour of so great a charge, 
and how dissonant his carriage has been to tliose rules and principles 
which we had thought the weight and gravity of his employ would 
have prompted him to. Not to mention the several sliglitings and plain 
abuses of most of the members of this Council, which perhaps their 
charity might have obliterated had not more public affronts awakened 
the remembrance of them, his contempt of the Government, his slight- 
ing and scandalizing our Councils and authority, the passion and pre- 
judice which have been the masters and guide of his actions, and the 
general dissatisfaction of all people with him, have been so notorious 
that we cannot but imagine the world has taken notice of it much to 
our prejudice. He did once say that nothing had been acted since 


^ Surat to Bombay, 10th Oct. 1676, Surat Pact, Out, L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 220. 
‘Forrest's Home Series', I. 106. • 

= Surat to Bombay 4tb Nov. 16f6, Surat Fact. Out. L, B. 2 of 1676-76, 243. 

'Forrest’s Home Series, X 3 09.': •' " 

3 Mr. J. Petit and Coimcil to the Court of Directors, dated Bombay 24th Jan. 1677, 
Sec, Out. X. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687/6. Foirest’s Home Series, X 120. ^ 
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tlie President Mr. Aungier went off the island. And now lately in a 
ease of Chancery decided by us^ wherein the cause was not adjudged 
to his liking, he did not stick to say that he now plainly saw that 
any man that would, might swear himself out of a debt and that a 
knave should never want a friend in Court. We leave it to your 
Honour to interpret how little master of reason and conscience we 
should be, and how unfit for that great trust reposed in us, should 
so much injustice be the effect of our Councils. We cannot but take 
notice that the bill exhibited to us in the forementioned cause, which, 
the judge did confess he himself had drawn up, is full of nothing but 
slanders defamations and privately taunting of his superiors^ action. 
Besides how unbecoming it is to the gravity of such a place and 
indeed how contrary to equity for a judge to act the part of an 
attorney. In the face of the whole Court he told us, though we were 
afraid of Captain Adder ton, yet he was not. A bill in chancery was 
lately exhibited to us against the judge by twelve men who were of 
a jury at Justice Hall. These men having brought in a verdict accord- 
ing to equity and good conscience, were nevertheless publicly checked 
and rated by the jndge, telling them they were men of large con- 
sciences. They desired us to exempt them in future from the like duties 
except they can be protected in the free discharge of their consciences. 
This action may be of very prejudicial consequence. Either juries 
will deny to be empannelled and consequently a due and just trial 
of all causes will be omitted, or else they may be overawed to bring 
in illegal verdicts. Copy of both the bills go here enclosed. Also of 
a trial wherein though the same jury had brought in judgment for 
the defendant, the judge yet ordered the clerk of the papers to enter 
verdict for the plaintiff for the cost and charges of the Court. To tell 
your worships how much the judge has suffered his officers and 
servants to grind and oppress the people, may seem dubious whether 
our connivance merits more blame than his. It is not many months 
since we did in a general letter hint our resentment of his opinion of 
our partiality, which made him appeal to a higher Court for justice 
in the business between Mr. Child and him. All these considerations' 
being duly weighed, we found ourselves obliged, for the discharge of 
that trust reposed in us, to suspend his commission, and have ordered 
that he act no longer as Judge till we receive your farther orders 
concerning him. If our humble advices might be credited in this 
particular, the genei^al benefit and satisfaetionpf the whole island will he 
much advanced by the election of a new judge. For the present we have 
ordered the remaining justices jointly to officiate till your Honours 
shall please otherwise to dispose thereof.-^ 

In reply the Surat Council write to Bombay on the 11th September 
1677 : We are very sorry that Judge Niccolls hath behaved himself so 
ill that he has given so general a dissatisfaction to the whole island. 
We do approve of* what you liave done in suspending him from his 
place and shall not countenance in the least any one under your Gov- 


1 Bombay to Surat 24th Aug. 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of; 1677; 1687, 44-45. Forrest^s 
Homo "Series, i* 135-136. ■ ' 
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ernment that are so far forgetful of the (respect) they owe theii supe- 
riors. As yet we (do not) determine of a qualified pei-son tor 3udge 
hut reserve it to the decision of a fuller Council. In the meantime 
the iustices of peace may officiate as you have ordered and we would 
have you advise us who you have on the island fitting for the employ.* 

A little later (11th November 1677) the Bombay Council exteirded 
their objections from the person to the office: We do not see the 
absolute necessity of allowing 120 pounds to a Judge. Not that we 
would have the island destitute of a person invested with authority to 
determine the weightiest causes, but the very name sounds too great 
for the place. It looks like the great gates of Little Bendus that 
made Diogenes afraid the city would run out at them. The lawyers 
who come to these parts are commonly mean persons or young men 
but very little skilled in our law. And the name of a Judge does fill 
them with such a pride that they lose their reason in the contemplation 
of their greatness and think no man their superior, scarcely their equal. 
If the principal justice be invested by the same power and act by a 
full commission, why is it not the same thing as Judge. It is not the 
name that makes any difference. The Governments of provinces are 
committed to persons who are sometimes styled lieutenants, sometimes 
deputies, and sometimes viceroys though their power is equal. The 
Company formerly ordered that only some one of their factors that was 
a sober and ffisereet person might officiate in the place of chief justice. 
Such a person we suppose would be well satisfied to have only the profit 
of the seals allowed him to his salary which the former J udge liad in 
addition to his salary. Mr. Gary or Mr. Robert Harbin, or whom else 
your Worship shall please to appoint, are very fitting persons for 
such an employment. Please to issue orders so soon as may be ; for 
by the commissions none of the justices can sit upon life and death 
but only as assistants. We imagine a joint commission for so_ many 
justices of quorum will do better ’ than a commission invested in any 
single person. This is only our opinion which your Worshijj^s better 
judgment can correct.^ 

A month later (12th December 1677) the Bombay Government 
resume : A justice of peace does not receive a penny of salary. As to 
the registrar we have no such office on the island; nor, should a 
registrar be created, would the office without a salary be worth him a 
groat a day. He that is Judge or Chief Justice (which is the same 
thing) keeps the register, and if another have salary for that place, it 
is giving two men wages for carrying on the same duties. For we 
suppose a Judge will be made and a convenient salary settled on him 
whose commission hitherto has always been joined with that of registrar, 
the business of registrar being so very snoall. What your worships 
shall order in this particular we shall readily perform.® 


» Surat Pact. Out. L. B. 3 of 1677-1700, 61. 

* Bombay to Surat 11th Nov. 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 65. Forrest’s 
Home Series, I. HO. 

* Bombay to Surat 12th Deo. 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 70. Forrest’s 
Home Series, 1. 142. 
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The charter of 1683 authoiised the Company to set Up Courts con- 
sisting of a lawyer and two merchants/ in such places as they might 
appoint. It does not appear whether any action was taken under this 
charter at Bombay. The following is an example of the provision 
made for non-European residents of the island. A commission of the 
30tli May 1694 to Kaji Ibrdhim to be chief Judge of the Moors or 
Muhammadans runs as follows : The Bight Honourable Sir John Gayer 
Kt.j General of all India^ by virtue of the authority given to toe by the 
commission I bear from the Bight Honourable Society of Merchants 
trading to the East Indies^ do constitute and appoint you K^ji 
Ibrdhim to be chief Judge and decider of all difference that may 
happen in your caste — the Moors'— on the island of Bombay, wdlliag 
and commanding all your said caste to obey you in the said station 
according to the commission given you. Sealed with the Right Honour- 
able Company's seal and given under my hand in Bombay Castle the 
30th May 1694.^ 

The following extract from a Bombay letter to Surat, dated the 9th 
October 1696, seems to show that the authorities of Bombay had not 
succeeded in bringing the administration of Justice into a satisfactory 
state: We are in hourly expectation of our ships which we hope 
will bring out some person learned in the laws qualified for a Judge 
whereby we may erect a Court of Judicatures 

The following extracts relate to eriminal proceedings during this 
period. On the 8tli February 1676 the Surat Council write : 
We apj)rove what you have done touching the condemned thieves. 
Hereafter we have thought good to make the standing order that 
whatever thieves are condemned in Court shall be kept in chains and 
at constant work in Bombay till they can be transported to St. Helena. 
If they be slaves and do belong to any proprietor on the island^ the 
Company shall allow 30 Xeraphins a head. This we do require you 
to observe as a standing order: amongst you.^ 

Begarding the trial of English criminals in India, on the 6th May 
1685, the Court write to Surat: Bobert Johnson,^ sent home a 
prisoner, is but a trouble to us. For the future send no such male- 
factors home. Punish them according to their demerits in India, 
wdiere you have despotical power as well as martial law and the living 
witnesses to Justify any charge. Our courts at law love not to he 
troubled with such remote causes, nor can admit for evidence in criminal 
causes, any written attestation affidavits or certificates, nor any other 
testimony than viva voee.^ 

On the 24th March 1721 the Court of Directors write : All corporal 
punishments and fines should be settled in Council^ except such reason- 


^ 1 Sec, Out. L. B. 5 of 1694 - 1 696, 2 - 3. 

2 Bombay to Surat 9th Oct. 1696, Sec. Out. L. B. 5 of 3694-1696, 46. 

3 Surat to Bombay 8th Feb. 1676, Surat Fact. Out. B. B. 2 of 1675-76, 70. Forrest’s 
Home Series, I, 82. 

4 Up to 1686 Englishmen accused of grave offences bad been sent to their own 
country for trial. Anderson’s English in Western India, 61. 

s Court to Surat 6th May 1685, Pub, Hep. Court’s liCtters Vol, 1 of 1681 - 1685, 132. 
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Me piimsliments as the officers inflict on the military and marine, and 
the sentences of tlie court of Justice. These last may be tolerated oit 
appeal to the President and Council^ 

The first available order appointing a coroner for Bombay, dated the 
13th June 1701, runs as follows: Whereas we have been credibly 
informed of your ability, and trusting and reposing conlidenee in your 
integrity, we do hereby constitute and appoint you, Christoplicr Boone, 
to be coroner of this Island Bombay. We reciuire you at all times to 
be in a readiness to execute the said office when you shall be thereunto 
called, and we do hereby empower you to summon a Jury of the next 
inhabitants to make inquest of the death of any person or persons that 
shall come to their deaths by any uiniat\u\al or extraordinary jneans 
whatsoever. And that you take no more for the execution oL‘ your office 
than 13s. 4d. for sitting on the corpse of any one person and that the 
same sum be levied of the murderer’s estate if it may be found. If 
not, that there then be an assessment made by the chamber of the caste 
that the defunct is of, for the said sum of 13s. 4d. and no more. We 
do also hereby further require you, as you will answer the contrary at 
your peril, that you be not of counsel with any person whatsoever in 
hiding the murder of any person, Nor that you, either directly or in- 
directly, take any bribe of any person whatsoever to mitigate or lessen 
any offence. But that you proceed in your said office with integrity and 
honesty as in the sight of God Almighty who will certainly require 
innocent blood at your hands if you conceal the same. Given under our 
hands and sealed with the Bt Honourable Conxpany’s seal, this 13th 
day of June A,i>. 1701.® 

Some information regarding police will be found above in the orders 
referring to the Courts of Justice. The following extracts relate to the 
establishment at Suri (Siwri) of a post and of night patrols. The 
Deputy Governor Mr. J. Wyborne’s order to Mr. John Wyat, Bombay 
15th November 1686 : Yon are hereby required to repair to Siwri^ 
taking with you two topasses, and receive the charge of the new guards 
house, suffering no soldiers or others that you suspect to be run aw'ay 
to go off the island. You are likewise to take care that no cattle corn or 
other provisions be carried off the island, but may suffer any sort of 
provisions or cattle to be brought on the island. If you find any one 
carrying letters off the island, stop them and send them to me, and be 
sure you search all. Suffer poor people to come and inhabit on the 
island ; and call the militia to watch with you every night sparing the 
Padre of PareVs servants. You are to apply yourself to the storekeeper 
for three spare muskets, bandoleers (leather bags for firearms), and 
swords together with what powder shot match and flints you shall 
have occasion of 


^ Court to Bombay 34tk March Ml para 99. Comp, of Standing Ord* VoL 1 of 
1715-1721, 190. 

2 Bombay Deputy Governor and Oonncil’s Order lath June 1701, Sec. Out. L. B. 7 
of 1699 - 1702, 61. Forrest’s Homo Series, 1. 167. In the next year (lOtli Feb. 1 702) a 
like order was issued appointing, if r. Francis Forbes, Coroner. Mr. Forbes was also 
the Company’s warehouse-keeper. See pages 138-39 of the same Volume 7« 

^ Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 72. 
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Regarding night patrols, on the IStli September 1691-, Sir John 
Gayer issues the following order to J ansanay (Janu Sinay ?) Subhedar o£ 
Warli : Being informed that certain ill people on this island go about 
in the night to the number of ten or twelve or more, designing some 
miseliief or disturbance to the inhabitants, these are to enorder you to go 
the rounds every night with twenty men at all places which yon think 
most suibible to intercept such persons. If you meet any of them these 
are to empower you to bring them perforce or otherwise to this Castle. 
The same order w^as repeated to the following subhedars : Ramaji 
Audat at Mahim, Raji Karga at Sion, and Bodji Patau at Siwrid 

On the same subject^ on the same 13th September 1694, Sir John 
Gayer issued the following order to Lieut. James Hanmer : Whereas I 
am informed that on this island sundry base people go about work in 
company in tlic night, designing ill to some of the inhabitants, I have 
ordered the subhedars belonging to Mahim, Warli, Snri, and Sion to go 
out every night with twenty men to surprise and commit such persons. 
Therefore these are to enorder you not to molest the subhedars in the 
performance of their duty. If any of your rounds meets with any 
such persons or any one else that appears suspicious commit them, and 
at a convenient time send them to me.” 

On the petition of the Company, King George I. (24th September 
1726) created Mayor^s Courts for Madras Bombay and Fort "William, 
each consisting of a Mayor and nine aldermen. Jhese Courts were 
declared Courts of Record and ■were empowered to hear civil cases of all 
kinds, subject to an appeal to the Governor and Council. At the same 
time the Governor and Council were authorised to hold quarter sessions 
for the trial of all offences except high treason.® 


1 Sec. Out. L. B. 6 of Wdi - 1696, 12-13. ^ Out. L. B. 5 of 1694 - 1696, 13. 

» In Bombay Judicial functions had been exercised by a civilian styled Chief Justice 
and in important cases by the President and Council who were the only Justices of 
the Peace for tbe island ; and now the sole remedy which they (Court of Directors) 
could suggest the sole reform after years of mal-administration, was the establish- 
ment of a Mayor’s Court. As this poor expedient met with the royal approbation, 
Letters Patent were issued the same year (1726), on the 24th September, the date of 
the new Charter. By these it was decreed that the new Court should consist of a 
Mayor and nine Aldermen, eight of whom, including the Mayor, were required to be 
naturalised subjects of the British Crown, but the other two might be subjects of any 
friendly nation. All the Aldermen were to be selected from the principal inhabitants 
of the place, were to hold office for life unless suspended for misconduct, and were to 
elect the Mayor annually from amongst their number. Appeals against the Court’s 
decisions might be carried up to the President in Council and in civil suits involving 
a certain amount, to His Majesty’s Privy Council. The same Letters Patent reconsti- 
tuted the President and Senior Members of Council, Justices of the Peace and 
empowered them to hold quarter sessions. 

The new charter did not reach Bombay until February 1728. The 10th of that 
month it was publicly read on the recently built pier in the presence of the Europeans 
and leading men of native castes. The President and Council, Sherifi, Mayor, and 
Aldermen then took the'oathvS of allegiance, after which the President harangued the 
assembly, pointing out to all the value of their new privileges and setting before the 
members of the corporation the duties which they had that day undertaken to 
discharge. 

The Mayor’s Court had to encounter all the jealousy and prejudice which stand in 
the way of new institutions, and they bitterly complained that the chief officers of 
Government were tbe worst obstacles to their administration of justice, Lowther, 
the of .Surat, being* called upon by them to execute a Commission for exanim- 
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Cliapter V- 

Justice. 

M&yor’a Courts 
1728. 


Mayor’s 
Court Fees, 
1728. 


The Mayor^s Coiirfc was o|mcii at ilie Town Hall on Tlmrsday iho 
IStli Febniaij 172 7«2S with Williain Henry IlraiKw HKsquiro'lirst 
and Biocleiii Mayor and Edward John liainbton, Arihnr 

Bpliraim Beiidalb Henry All)ert> and Allan (linnihre Merehants ilrst 
and modern Aldermen. The Court l.H)tng‘ set ih(* Mayor opened it with 
a short congratulatory speech and appointed two Atiorneyt^ of the 
Court one ttie- Eegister the.otte Mr. John Harsou. It wan ordered 
the Register prepare two petitions snggi'sling to ihe Covernor a 
provision, for the eiponses..o£ the At a Consnltatiorq 

the 1st .March 1728, two petitions from the M ay or^s Court are read 
setting forth that upon a due ealculate made of ilie neeessa^ry expenses 
and charges they have been and are obligHnl io bear iti opening the 
said Court and paying the salaries to the .several t>llieers^ {hey liiul the 
present cash very 'insufficient and unequal thereto^ i)raying Hiis Board 
would relieve them by placing some of f ho oihcers, namely a clerk, a 
sergeant^ six sepoys on the military list ; and that the iine of Rs. 2000 
now standing upon the books to l^e appropriated {ow'ards a new prisoiq 
be taken out of the treasury and employed in the bank at interest or 
entrusted in the hands of the said C<nirt for auswering the most neces- 
sary occasions of the said Court. Agreet! that the ollieers there men- 
tioned be supplied from the military list as the (tmrt desires and that 
the Rs* 2000 be paid into the treasury of ihe Court to be disposed, of as 
they shall think proper.^ A Cousultatiou ludd ihe 2Sih June 1728 
ordered that the yearly salary of Rs. 500 foiauerly allowCil the Chief 
Justice be now conferred on the Mayor for the time being.^ 

Two months later (23rd August 1728) a Consultation records that 
the list of fees to the Sheriil and the officers of the Mayor^s Court 


ing witnesses bluflly qnestioneJ tbeir authority and tiiti Ji<»t even cunnlescunO to 
treat them with courtesy. (Juvernment, it is true, took tip their quarn*! un that occa- 
sion and reprim«'Uided the chief, but at other timen they inUTfiOTsl with the (kmri’B 
proceedings anti fettered their proeeiidingH. Tite ctmHtnpumec was Oiat although the 
Mayor’s salary was £62 10s. a year, the same as that of ihe tOiief JiisUee had heon, and 
the office would under other circumstances luivc been coveted liy neiuor eiviiians as a 
valuable addition to their fortune and iidluenco, it yet be<N,ime so oNtuHaely difficult it> 
iind qualitled persons for it that frequently when the 20th December, the day of elec- 
tion, arrived no candidates appeared. After repeatedly re-cleeting the Mayor as often 
svs his term had expired, it l>ocamc necessary to raise the line for ndusing h) serve from 
one to four hundred rupees and this again led to disputes between ilie Court and 
Government, each insisting upon their supposed right to enfonm this penaliy. Gov- 
ernment, however, in this instance had the forhearnneo to waive their claim until a 
reference could be made to the Court of Directors and pro|wr regului ions he reciuved. 

The criminal justice which the Court dealt was severe in acconlauce with and 
beyond the spirit of the age. The ordinary punishment ft>r potty iiiefts and larcenies 
was whipping, which was either intlicted at a cart’s tail as the delinquent was led 
round the town wall or else at the public whipping post before crowds of sijoctaiom 
on a market day. B’elony was a capita! orlme jmd when Jimkliwon’H escrilotr had 
been robljed of IS guineas by his slave boy In comiivanoe with his horsekeeper, the 
wretched Alexander and WSklvmo were both wiitoficcd tube hanged. About the 
same time a native woman, who had conspirod witli her paramour to murder iier 
husband, was ordered to be burnt, a mode of execution by which only female 
criminals seem to have suffered. Bom. <|uar, ikview (III.), Jan. and Ajirii 18CG, 
326 - 828 . 

^ Mayor's Court Froceediugi B(X»k, 1727-28 ; Porrrst^s Home Feries, IL 418. 

Bom. UoY. Oonsultatiun Ut Mar. 1728, Pub. Diary 3 of 3727'aH, 61 ♦ 62. Forrest’s 
Hume Series, I'L 4X ' ^ Pub. Diary 3 of 13G, 
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being settled, are now presented to the Board and read ; and being 
approved of, after some amendments, are ordered to be engrossed for 
the President’s signing at our nest meeting/ 

The following extracts relate to the appointment of ofEcers belonging 
to the Mayor’s Court. A Consultation of the £0th December 1728 


® Bom. Gov. Consultation 2ord Aug. 1728, Pub. Diary 3 of 1727-28, 167, In addi- 
tion to the fees in the accompanying table the 1728 details include the following items: 
(i) On all causes under l^s. 200, 5 per cent and on all above Es. 200 2| per cent is to be 
paid into the treasury of the Court. But in the case of all bonds or obligatory notes, the 
losing party shall, after contesting the same two Court days, pay 5 per cent over and above 
the said 5 per cent and 2^ per cent before mentioned, (2) The Mayor and two senior aider- 
men for the time being are appointed treasurers and cash-keepers of the Court, and the 
acting administrators of all orphans’ estatesj for which they are allowed two per cent. 
(3) Whereas a great many small causes pass through this Court, and this table of fees 
is too high for any such, the Court upon the complaints of the party may relieve ; but 
if said complaints be frivolous then the party is to have a small fine laid on him. Bom. 
Gov. Diary 23rd Aug. 1728, Pub, Diary 3 of 1727-28, 167-170. Forrest’s Home 
Series, IL 45-46 ; Bom. Gov, Diary 6th Nov. 1767, Pub. Diary 49 of 1767, 621 -623. 
Bom. Gov. Diary 20th Dec. 1774 and 2.5th Nov. 1778, i^ub. Diary 66* of 1774, 901 and 
74 of 1778, 862 - 865. The following table contrasts the original 1728 fees with aiuend- 
ed fees sanctioned in 1767 and 1774 ; 


Mayor^s €ouH Fees, 1728-1114. 


Head. 

Ea^te. 

Remarks. 

.,1728.. 

1767. 

1774. 


Hs. 

q. 

r. 

Rs. 

q- 

r. 

Es. 

q- 

r. 


1. Court’s Commission 

... 

... 


5 pel 

cent 

5 per cent. 

On the sum or value 





but not to 

but not to 

of the property 





exceed 

exceed 

decreed upon* 





Rs, 

100. 

Bs. 200 



2. Mavor’s Fees 

.... 

... 


... 

*•* 


4 

0 

0 

For attesting each 

3. Register’s Pees : 










Sealed Paper. 

1 Entr}^ of Action 

0 

2 

0 

... 

... 


... 

... 



2 Heading and Filing Bill of 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 


Complaint or Exliibit. 











3 Summons ... 

0 

1 

0 


... 


... 

... 



4 Progress Order 

. ■.« 

... 


0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 


6 Sheriff’s Precept 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 


6 Court Decree 

,. .'2 

2 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 


7 Copy of 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

.■ ■■■0 

'2 

0 


S Suit Withdrawn 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 


9 Bail 

^ 1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 


10 Bail .Discharge 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 


11 Registration 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 The Folio or Side. 

12 Affidavit or Certiffcate ... 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 


13 Inspection 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

I 

0 


14 Copy — 

0 

1 

.0 

0 

1 

0 

.. . 0 

1 

0 

The Folio or Side, 

la Oath 

0 

I 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 


16 Taxing ..*1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 


17 Affixing Notice ... 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 


18 Bower of Attorney 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 


19 Protesting and Hegistering Bill 

3 

0 

0 

: 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 


of Exchange. 











( 20 Drawing up Bonds 

> a 



f 2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 That is any Obliga- 

f 21 Attestation 

r ^ 

0 

0 

i 2 

0 

d 

2 

0 

0 

) tory Paper such as 

j 22 On all causes and suits amouin* 

DoublePees. 





j,, ■ 


release, sale, or 

1 jng to Es. 200 such parti** 










mortgage-deed, ar- 

1 culars as the instructions 










bitration and re- 

1 direct are to be engrossed on 










spondentia bond. 

1 parchment for which the 










Rs. 5 includes also 

j Register is to have double 










registration. 

b fees. 











23 Deposits 

1 per cent. 

' 1 per cent. 

1 1 per cent. 


24 Commission to Examine 

20 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 


25 Duplicate of same 

15 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 



Cliaptar ¥. 

Justice. 

Mayor’s 
Court Fee.s, 
1723. 
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records : The Mayor and Court o£_ Aldermen attuidm ’ 

they are introduced; who acquainting the Board that they lad 
ro-elected Mr. William Henry Draper, Majmr for tjie year ensumg, he 
takes the oaths of office and allegiance ; and on his taking leave tie ami 
the rest of his hrethron are invited by the Governor to aiiinm-. 

The same Consultation (20th December 1728) coiitinucs : This 
being the anniversary appointed by His Majesty s Charter lor choosing 


Mayor’s Court Fees, i 73 S- I774-eoatm-aeil 


Head. 


4. Fees oil Wills : 

1 Probate or Letter of Adminis- 

tration 

2 Copy of Will and Probate 

3 Citing and Swearing Witnesse 

4i Ilecognissance 

6 Kegistering the Will 
6. Examiner's Fees '• 

1 Summons 

2 Citation ... 

3 Swearinjj 

4 Witness if examined 

5 Taking Deposition 

6 Copy of Deposition 

7 Attending a Witness ... 

6. Sheriff’s Fees : 

1 Sale Proceeds 

2 Execution of Summons 

3 Do. of Warrant ... 

4 Do- of Attachment 

5 Removing Execution ... 

7. Prison Fees : 

1 Sheriff 

3 Gaoler 

fl. Fees to the Sheriff’s Sergeant a: 
Marshal of the Court : 

1 Citation 

2 Summons 

8 Serving Preceptor Warrant 

4 Execution of Attachment 
9. Interpreter’s Fees : 

I Translation 


2 Decision 


ants. 

4 Registration of PortU 
Gentu Papers. 

10. Attorney’s Fees ; 

1 Deposit ... ... 

2 Eetaining Fee ... 

Up to Es. 1000 
Rs. lOGO-Es. 4000 
Over Bs. 4000 

3 Petition Writing 


accounts for his client* 

5 Attendance in Court ... 

UptbRs. ... ... 

Rs. 50'-Rs. lOO 
E/3( 100 — 'Rs. 300 «** 

6 Attendance at a House 


1 Rate, 

172S. 

1767. 

1774. 

Es. q. r. ^ 

Rs. q. t 

- 

Rs. q. r. 

6 0 0 

■ 


6 II 0 

0 2 0 

1 0 0 

. 0 2 0 - 

0 2 0 

^ 12 0 0 

i 

} 

13 0 0 E 

E 

; ' E 

0 10 

0 1 0 

. 0 10 

0 10 

0 10 

1 0 0 

i o’ 2 0 

i 0 0 

0 3 0 L 

0 2 0 

1 0 0 

1 0 0 

. 6 per cent. 

5 per cent. 

( 0 1 0 

5 per cent. 

0 1 0 

■ j 1 0 0 

1 0 2 0 


. 2 3 0 

2 0 0 

2 6 0 

1 1 0 

10 0 

1 0 0 

.12 0 

10 0 

1 0 0 

10 0 
d 

0 2 0 

0 2 0 

3 0 0 



0 1 0 

0 0 60 

0 0 GO 

.. 2 0 0 

0 10 

0 1 0 

.. 2 0 0 

0 2 0 

0 2 0 

.. 0 1 0 

0 0 60 

(a) 0 0 60 < 

each paper. 

each paper. 


. . 

2 0 0 

(&)0 2 0 

(&)1 0 0 F 

,t* 0 0 &0 

or 

0 0 60 

0 0 60 

8 0 0 
... 2 2 0 

2 2 0 

2 “ 2 0 

... •».«» 


S 0 0 

8 0 0 

0 2 0 

0 2 0 

0 2 0 

es, 0 2 0 
ny 



... 0 2 0 


... *• 


0 2 0 

0 2 0 


10 0 

1 0 0 


2 0 0 

, 2 0 0 

;;; o''2 o 

( 1 0 0 

' 100 


Remarks. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 


GO res ; if more than 
one sheet, lores each 
side. 

breach cause decided 
(b) the plaintiff or <le- 
fendant being natives 


One larce for each 
side, out of the 
Register’s half rupee. 


Each Folio or Side. 
Each Side of a Sheet. 


And so on until it 
rises to Es. 5, which 
is nut to be exceeded. 


^Bom. Gov. ConBulfcafcion iOili Pec. 17‘-3, Tub. Diary 3 of 1727-2^^ 245, 
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a new Sheriff as well as a new Mayor, Mr. Charles Whitehill is unani- 
mously elected Sheriff for the ensuinsr year and sworn into office ; as 
is Mr. Arthur Upton as one of His Majesty^s Justices of the peace. ^ 
Similarly in ITS*! a Consultation dated 2Dth Decembeiv 1734 
records: This being the anniversary {20th December) appointed by 
his late Majesty ^s Charter for the choice of a Sheriff for the towm and 
island of Bombay, Mr. James Stuart is re-elected to serve in that 
office for the year ensuing,- 

A Consultation seven years later (4th January 1742) records : 

• Mr. James Stuart appearing before us in consequence of our re-electing 
him Sheriff, the oath prescribed by the Charter was administered him 
when he withdrew.^ The same Consultation continues : ilie Court 
ii Aldermen having elected Mr. Anthony Upton their Mayor for the 
ensuing year, he was this day (4th January 1742) sworn into office in 
the presence of the said Court,^ Similar entries occur in 1744, 1746, 
and 1747".^ 

The two following extracts relate to the allowance for palan- 
quins made to officers of the Mayor’s Court. On the 23rd January 
1740 the Mayor’s Court ordered that every alderman resident on 
this island be in future allowed the monthly sum of Es. 12 out of 
the moneys arising by commission on causes determined in the 
Mayor’s Court and the interest on the money belonging to that 
Court, to keep palanquins for their greater convenience in attend- 
ing on the said Court. A year later, on the 7th January 1741, 
this palanquin allowance was raised to Rs. 14.® 

The following extracts relate to matters of account and to the 
appointment of an Accountant General : A Consultation on the 20th 
August 1736 directed that copy of part of Mr. Browne’s letter as 
well as of the paragraphs of the Company's letter relating to the 
Mayor’s Court be sent the Court by the Secretary, and that he 
demand of them that the amount of all the fines they have received 
be paid into the Company’s treasury,'^ 

A Consultation held a month later (18th September 1736) records 
a letter from the Mayor’s Court stating they had ordered all fines 
to be paid into the treasury.® 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 20tli Dec. 1728, Pub. Diary 3 o£ 1727-28, 245. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 20tb Dec. 1734, Pub. Diary 7 of 1734, 231. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 4th Jan. 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 12. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 4th Jan. 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 11. 

5 The details are : 1744, Mr. William Lowther Sheriff (Pub. Diary 17 of 1744, 390) ; 
1746 and 1747, Mr, Thomas Byfeld Mayor (Pub. Diary 19 of 1746, 422 and Fub. Diary 
20 of 1747, 474) ; 1748, Mr. William Shaw Register, Pub. Diary 21 of 1748, 96. 

^ Pub, Diary 74 of 1778, 595 - 596. Forrest’s Home Series, IL 221. In spite of the 
palanquin allowance the Court had to adopt a coarser expedient to secure the punctual 
attendance of its members. On the 5th October 1778 Mr* Daniel Draper writes to the 
President : It is evident from the records of the Mayor’s Court in 1728 that the members 
then thought it necessary, notwithstanding the then' different circumstances of the 
inhabitants in general, to agree to fine themselves in order to promote their attendance 
in the husmess though they were allowed Es. 14 a month for palanquins. Pub. Diary 
7th Oci 1778 Vol. 74 of 1778, 736. ,, .V: 

^ Bom. Gov. Diary 20th Aug. 1736, Pub. Diary 9 of 1736. 298. 
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Five years later in reply to a further reference on the same 
subject the Board record the following letter from the Register of 
the Mayor’s Court, dated the 4th February 174^1 : I am ordered 
by tbe honourable the Mayor’s Court to acknowledge the receipt 
of a letter of the 27th ultimo (January 1741) from your Secretary, 
enclosing two paragraphs of a letter from the Honourable Court of 
Directors, in one of which they are pleased to recommend to the 
Court the taking effectual measures for the collecting and paying 
into the Company's cash the estates of all deceased persons with 
the utmost expedition and not to suffer any needless delays. The 
Court has always esteemed it so necessary to prevent delays that 
thej" have obliged even executors (before the granting of probates) 
to take an oath to deliver in their accounts within a year, and on 
granting Letters of Administration have made it a standing rule 
to take proper security and administer the same oath. Whenever 
it appears to the Court that the parties are remiss in making good 
the balance due, they will compel them to do it, and as some have 
either through forgetfulness or otherwise omitted to deliver their 
accounts at the proper time, the Court has made an order that 
their Registrar for the time being call on all executors and admin- 
istrators for their accounts and in case of neglect acquaint them 
thereof, which they hope will prevent any delays in future.^ 

Three years later, in 1744, the subject of accounts was again brought 
forward in a despatch from the Directors, dated the SOth March 
1744. The Directors wrote : It being a matter of great importance 
to the honour of the Mayor’s Court and the security of the suitors 
that the moneys and effects which are ordered to be brought into 
Court should he kept in a secure manner, and the legislature here 
having thought by Act of Parliament to establish a method for 
keeping the money and effects of the suitors of the Court of 
Chancery under the name of the Accountant General of that Court, 
and as the same has from experience been found to be useful, we 
therefore offer it to your consideration whether it may not be 
proper to put the money and effects of the suitors of the Mayor’s 
Court under a like regulation, by appointing one of our covenant 
servants to be Accountant General and ordering the money and 
effects to be paid into our cash. In that case we agree to be 
answerable to the suitors for such money and effects as shall be 
so paid into our cash except in case of fire, foreign invasions, or 
other unavoidable accidents whereby the said moneys and effects 
or securities may be lost. We likewise agree to he at the charge 
of such an officer, so that the suitors may not be burthened with 
any additional fees. This we think should be done under an order 
to bo made by the Mayor’s Court, the form whereof we send you 
herewith. In this order you will find it explained in what manner 
the moneys and effects are to be paid in and taken out, and how 
and by whom the accounts thereof are to be kept, which we think 


* Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 69. 



Materials.] 


AND ISLAND. ■■ 15 

are so plaiift as not to admit of any mistake. For yonr further 
satisfaction therein we send you the forms in what manner the 
accounts of the Court of Chancery are kept with the Bank and of 
the certificates used upon paying in or taking out any moneys or 
effects. If you should not think proper to fall into the method 
we propose, then we desire you will inform us in what manner and 
under what checks the money and effects of the suitors are at 
present ; and we likewise order 3^011 annually to send us an account 
what money's and securities remain in the Ma 3 ’'or’s Court for our 
notice and observation.-^ This extract was duly forwarded to the 
Ma}m*s Court, who in a letter dated the 9th June 1747 reply : 
Being truly sensible that the office of Accountant General is for the 
real advantage and benefit of the suitors, we not only readily accept 
of the Honourable Company's proposal in regard thereto but shall wil- 
lingly act in conjunction with you for establishing that office whenever 
your Honour thinks proper to fix a day for that purpose.^ 

At a Consultation held the same day (9th June 1747) the Board 
after reading the Kegistrar^s letter judge Mr. John Spencer a very 
proper person for the office of Accountant General, and doubting not 
of tiie MayoFs Courffs concurrence and as the Honourable Company 
are willing to be at the charge thereof, it is agreed that his salary be 
fixed at £50 a year. Mention of this will be made to the Mayor^s 
Court, who will be informed that the Board are ready to receive into 
the Honourable Company's treasury whatever deposits they may have 
to lodge there through the Accountant General.^ 

In reply on 14th July 1747 the Ma 3 ^oFs Court write : We are to 
acquaint you that we have nominated and appointed Mr. John Spencer 
our Accountant General agreeable to }mur recommendation, and have 
tins day settled the said office between him the said accountaTit gene- 
ral and the treasurer of this Court, agreeable to the instructions 
received on that head from the Honourable Company to which we 
shall strictly adhere in the regiilation and management of that office. 
We have delivered to Mr, Spencer a schedule or inventory of all 
deposits and have directed the amount thereof being lls. 5851-1-71 to 
be paid into the Honourable Company's treasury.^ 

The following extracts give the history of a dispute regarding the 
form of oath administered in the MayoFs Court : 

At a Consultation on the 22nd April 1746 the Board read a petition 
from the merchants of the Geiitu caste on this island setting forth 
their uneasiness at the late proceedings of the MayoFs CouH. Tiic 
first ground of complaint was seizing Dharamd^s NagaFs books and 
papers, and suffering them to be removed to their Register's house 
where they were not only inspected but copies verbally ordered 
to be taken of thorn, without application liaving been made to or 
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a precept issued by the Court for that purpose. They represent 
that a preeei)twas granted for attaching the effects of Nagar Lfilji 
the father, but that not the least mention was made of the said Dharani" 
das' name. The second objeetion was the obliging Gentus to take 
oaths not heretofore administered by that Court, more espeeially that 
of swearing on all cccasions upon the cow. Although one or more 
Hindus with no regard to their castes may have lately been |)revailecl 
upon to take a cow-oath still the practice gives Ilindus, espcxiially 
higher caste Hindus, great uneasiness and offence. Notwithstanding 
they have hitherto complied with the order at the quarter sessions it 
has always been with great reluctance. The practice puts them to 
expense and trouble, as after taking such an oath they are obliged to 
make offerings and pay their Brahmans for performing several rites 
and ceremonies. This petition being taken into consideration, it is 
observed that as the Mayor^s Court's obliging them to swear upon the 
cow on all occasions is the chief point that causes uneasiness it were to 
be wished that method had never been introduced at the quarter sessions 
which can happen but four times in the year. At the same time it is 
to be noted that an oath taken on the Hindu book Gita is esteemed as 
sacred as any other oath in the Moghal's or other governments under 
which the Gentus reside. Under their own government the magis- 
trates administer no oaths on any occasion whatever. Further upon 
reference to the Royal Charter we find indulgence in regard to castes 
is recommended and in instructions received with a commission from 
Chancery, it is said that in case Gentus or any other caste in India 
choose to make oaths upon the Holy Evangelists it is good. But it nrust 
not be forced upon them, but taken voluntarily as it is presumed any 
oath ought to be. Upon the whole the Board is of opinion that the 
imposing this oath of swearing upon the cow is likely to bo attended 
with great prejudice to the Honourable Company's affairs : Such as 
hindering Gentu merchants from coming to reside upon the island, 
driving them from it, and giving great uneasiness to those who may 
remain here. Wherefore it is unanimously agreed that against our 
next meeting a letter be prepared to the Mayor's Court very earnestly 
recommending to them to continue the method that has been hitherto 
practised in their Court of swearing the Gentus upon the book (Hita, 
That this course be adopted at least till they can be better satisfied 
from England in so nice a point as that of the imposition of oaths, 
especially as they must be sensible that a false statement made af ler 
taking either oath would be equally deemed perjury and be equally 
piuiisliable by the law. The Board also wish to be informed of what 
the merchants say with regard to the seizing of Dharamdas' books and 
papers and attaching the effects of Nagar 

At a Consultation held the Srd June 1746, the Board read the fol- 
lowing reply from the Mayor's Court : In regard to imposing (as 
some are pleased to term it) the cow-oath upon the Gentus, the Court 
want neither the report of the inhabitants nor any certificates to con- 
vince them of its legality or illegality. They are very well assured 
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that it is a sacred and obligatory oath agreeable to the religicii and 
laws o£ the Gentus and hath been the practice upon this island in 
criminal cases time out of mind. The intention of this Court by 
administering the cow-oath in civil causes is to promote justice and 
truth, the end of all such oaths, the Honourable Court having had 
too many and late instances how light the Banians and other castes of 
Gentus set by the bootoath. The Grand Jury at the late quarter 
sessions were sensible of the use of the cow-oath, or certainly they 
would have dropped it rather than the interpreter'^s bare refusal to take 
it should have been any obstacle to justice, although he had sworn by 
the cow for twenty years past. It is plain that several of the wit- 
nesses at the sessions declared that it was equal to them whether they 
swore on the book or cow. To conclude, as the Honourable Court are 
very earnest to have the cow-oath bronght in practice, they request the 
authority of this Government to put a stop to the unwarrantable pro- 
ceedings of some of the natives who seem resolved to obstruct the 
course of justice in defiance of the laws of England and the laws and 
religion of the Gentus and the constitution of this Government.^ 

The Board i*ecord that remarks on this letter will be made at the 
close of the year.^ No such remarks seem to have been made. 

At a Consultation on the 25th J uly 1746, the Board read a third peti- 
tion from the merchants of the Gentu caste on the island repeating their 
dislike of the Mayor^s Court persisting in obliging them to swear upon 
the cow on all occasions ; the Courtis attaching Dharamdas^ books and 
papers ; and lately their interfering in a dispute among their castes 
w’hich always used to be adjusted by the caste heads. Upon Ihis it 
is remarked that the proper method to ease the merchants wmuld be to 
acquaint the Mayor^s Court of their grievances. But as from the 
CourUs late behaviour they have shown no great readiness to afford the 
merchants redress, it is ordered that the President will acquaint the 
merchants that they may follow their respective oceupations without 
fear of having their usual privileges infringed on.^ 

A Consultation held a week later (1st August 1746) has the follo\v- 
ing entry : Several merchants of Surat having been informed from 
their correspondents on this island that the Mayor^s Court had obliged 
the Gentus on all occasions to swear upon a cow, have written an 
attestation addressed to this Board concerning the same enclosed in a 
letter from the Chief of Surat. Translate of this attestation shows 
the petitioners represent that such an oath is never taken by any 
authority in Surat, Gujarat that is North Gujarat, Dekkan, or Hindu- 
stan, and that nobody swears upon the cow, and that amongst the 
Gentus it is deemed a very ill thing both in him that swears and in 
him that obliges any one to swear in that manner. Directed that the 
original attestation be kept in the office of correspondence with the 
country governments and that this translate be entered under the last 
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of December at the end of this diary with the eeveral petitions relating 

to tliis affair*^ 

About two months later (7th October 1746) the Board read the follow- 
ing from the Register to the Mayor’s Court : Bombay Town Hall, 30th 
September 1746. I am ordered to acquaint you that the Court being 
sovxy to observe the dissensions that have happened in relation to the 
cow-oath took them this day into serious consideration, and being fully 
satisfied that the cow-oath has occasioned great uneasiness and discontent 
among the natives in genei-al, and that whatever oath they take eon- 
formable to their religion will be equally binding as well as punishable 
by law, we have agreed that all suits shall be carried on in the method 
heretofoi’e practised by this Court, Ihe Board order that this letter be 
recorded.® 

At a Consultation the 4th November 1746, the following petition 
from black merchants to the President, 20th October 1746, is read and 
ordered to be recorded : Having presented your Honour several peti- 
tions at different times representing the grievance of having the oath 
upon the cow imposed upon us by the then Mayor’s Court conti-ary to 
our established laws and religion to which your Honour very graciously 
attended and were pleased to i-ecommend to the said Court by letter to 
remit us the same and continue the long established practice of the 
administration of the oath upon the book called Bhagvat Qifa, this 
matter 'terng lately taken into consideration by the neSw judges of the 
Mayor-’s Court, we have been relieved from the cow-oath both in tlrat 
Court and by the bench of justices at the late quarter sessions. For 
this we make bold to address your Honour with the most sincere 
thanks and acknowledgments. In token of gratitude we shall be 
always ready and willing to afford this G-overnment the rrtmost of orrr 
assistance even to the extent of our lives and fortunes whenever we 
may be called upon. Now we set ourselves down in peace and tranquil- 
lity under your Honour’s Government on all occasioirs found so mild 
and indulgent to us, which from your Honour’s experienced clemency 
and goodness we have the greatest reason to hope vrill be long continued. 
We add no more but to wish your Honour prosperity and success in 
all your affairs.® 

At a Consultation, the 9th June 1 747, the Board reeoi-d the follow- 
ing resolution ou the letter of 30th September 1746 from the Mayor’s 
Court, consideration of which had been put off owing to unavoidable 
business : As the Mayor’s Court became at length sensible that the 
cow-oath occasioned great uneasiness and disconteirts among the natives, 
the Board thinks they acted a becoming part in administering the book- 
oath heretofore used in that Court.* 

The following reply from the Court of Directors, dated the 25th 
February 1747, was in due comse received to the I’efereuce regarding 
the use of the cow-<»th; Since the granting of the charter for the 
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erecting of law Courts we have had sundry applications from our 
several settlements in relation to what oaths ought to be administered 
to heathens or Indians within their respective jurisdictions. We have 
from time to time consulted the most eminent counsel upon the subject, 
and as there is nothing particular in your letter but what has before 
occurred at our other settlements, we send you extracts from the 
opinions which have been already taken, and hope they will be sufficient 
for your Government* Mr. Browne, the Company's Standing Counsel, 
in an opinion of his, says : ^ If the witness voluntarily takes the oath 
of his country from the hands of a Brdhman or in a pagoda in order 
to give a sanction to his testimony before he comes to attest a fact, all 
that you can do is to afford a greater or less share of credit to liis 
evidence according to the solemnity and the nature of the oath taken 
and the degree of reverence in which it is held by the Indians ; and 
from this measure and the probability of the fact testified, the Court 
must form a judgment upon tlie whole case according to their real belief 
of the witness.^ Again Sir Dudley Eyder Attorney General, Sir John 
Strange late Solicitor General, and Mr. Browne in a joint opinion say : 

^ We think it safest for the Court to admit the evidence of heathen 
witness in such cases as has been usual since the Charter, and upon such 
oaths as are commonly taken by them in ease of evidence according to 
their respective religions ; but to be particularly careful not to oblige 
them to take such oaths as their customs render it infamous for them to 
take/ The same gentlemen in answer to another question say ; ^ We 
are of opinion the Court cannot compel the taking of the Pagoda oath ; 
and if the Court upon the party^s refusal to take oath should without 
entering into the merits of the cause make a decree against the party, 
we apprehend it would be an error and a foundation for an appeal ; 
and if the Mayor^s Court should endeavour by censure to compel the 
party to take it, it will be a just ground of complaint against the 
Court as a mis-behaviour in the office.^ Once more the present Attor- 
ney and Solicitor General, Mr. Browne, and Mr. Browning, in a joint 
opinion say : ^ If the Mayor^s Court should insist on an Indian-'s put- 
ting in his answer or being sworn as a witness in a manner inconsistent 
with the religion of his caste, it will be proper to bring that matter 
before the Governor and Council by appeal/ We expect these 
opinions will have that weight with the Mayor^s Court to induce them 
to alter their manner of proceeding and to accept the answers and 
evidence of the Gentus and other natives of India upon such oaths as 
are commonly taken by them ; and not to insist upon such as their 
customs render it infamous for them to take.^ 

In pursuance of the powers granted by the Charter, dated 14th Sep« 
tember 1726, the Governor and Council of Bombay were constituted a 
Court of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery at the ptme time that 
the Mayor^s Court was established for the trial of civil suits. Only 
one volume (1743-45) remains of the register containing the proceedings 
of the sessions held in the Town Hall or Bohora Bazar Street Court 
House, by the Board of Council for the Town and Island of Bombay, 


^ Pub. Bep. Letters from the Court YoL 3 of 17^2 - 1761, 143 - 144; ' 


Ckaf ter ¥- 


• Justice. 


Cow Oath, 

174G. 

■ U 




'' ' 


Court of Oyer 
and Termiiieiv 




Chapter ¥. 

Justice. 

Court of Oyor 
aud Tormiiier, 
1743. 


Sentence of 
Burning, 
1744 , 


Murder Cases, 


[Historical 

20 BOMBAY TOWN 

until the Court was superseded by the establishment of the Eecorder^s 
Court on the 17th September 1798. 

The following are some extracts from the proceedings of the Court : 
Register of Proceedings at the Sessions of the Peace, Sessions of Oyer 
and Terminer and Gaol Delivery, held for the Town and Island of 
Bombay, in pursuance of the powers granted by Ilis Majest/s Royal 
Charter bearing date the 14th of September 1726. Present in 
Court : the Honourable William Wake Esquire, Chairman ; and John 
Morley Esquire, William Sedgwicke Esquire, George Dudley Esquire, 
Thomas Marsh Esquire, and Edward Owen Esquire. Tried a ease of 
theft (11th May 1743) of copper dishes and cup.^ 

The Grand Jury deliver (to the Court) two Bills of Indictment 
against Joseph Coutinho and Badhou for felony and burglary. The 
Court then tried the ease. The evidence being summed up to the jury, 
they after retiring a short time acquitted the prisoner of the burglary, 
but found him guilty of the felony, for which he received sentence of 
death.® 

The following well-known ease has sometimes been referred to as an 
instance of extraordinary rigour. The sentence of burning for petty 
treason was, however, the only sentence the Court could legally have 
passed, as the penalty for compassing a husband-’s death was the same 
as for high treason : Gangi indicted for petty treason in aiding and 
abetting Vitha Bhanddri in the murder of her husband, to which she 
pleaded not guilty, and making no exceptions, the same jury as before 
was sworn to pass upon her trial. The evidence being the same as 
against the former prisoner (Vitha Bhandari) who was sentenced to 
death for this murder, the witnesses were again severally cited and 
sworn, when they repeated what they had deposed in the preceding trial, 
particularly that the deceased said— He had found Vitha Bhanddri with 
his wife ; that she afterwards put pounded glass in his kdnji and then 
he was wounded ; she left the door open and did not lay on his bed, but 
upon the ground. Being asked whether she showed any concern at the 
accident, they declare ihey did not pereeive she did, which they the 
more observed, as the country women generally make great crying and 
noise upon the most trifling accidents^ The prisoner denied any 
knowledge of the faot nor did she know of any person being in the 
house or her husband wounded till waked by him, and that her leaving 
the door open that night was by her husband’s order, as he was troubled 
with a flux and might have occasion to go out. The Chairman repeat- 
ing the evidence to the Grand Jury, they retired and after some time 
found her guilty ; and die was sentenced to be burnt.® 

A letter from the Court of Directors, dated the 24th January 1753, 
contains the following note on capital punishment : With respect to 
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criminal procesdin^s we have nothing to add to the mstrnctions already 
uriess it is that the legislature have m the last session made an 
Act of Parliament for better preventing the horrid enme of murder. 
Several printed copies thereof we send you herewith. If the Oommis- 

sioners k Oyer and Terminer think it may be a means to prevent or 

deter persons from committing that horrid enme, they may, m case of 
conviction, proceed to judgment and execution, and disposal of the 

body in the manner that Act directs.b 

The Court being a Court of Quarter Sessmns, its officers were in 
theory payable by the county, that is by the householders of the 
island, Uo were also liable for the upkeep of the county jail At a 
Consultation of the 28th February 1741, the Board record following 
entrv : The Coroner and Marshal, the former at Rs. 12 and the latter 
at Rs. 28-3-75 a month, ought, it is certain,to be paid by the county^ 
But as the poverty of the generality of our m^btants will not admit 
of a proper assessment to defray the same, and those officers being so 
essenWly necessary, we cannot see any wayjio provide a relief from 
that expense. It therefore must be submitted to by our Hon b e 

Employers.^ - mi 

In reply on the 11th March 1742 the Directors write : The reason 
sriven in Consultation for our lieing at the charge of paymg a Coroner 
and Marshal is that the inhabitants are generally so poor that they cannot 
bear a monthly assessment of Rs. 40 for that purpose. M e ^n by no 
means admit this to be a fair representation ot the case. The several 
housekeepers must take this charge off our hands. 

Accordingly on the 26th August 1743, the Board order that Rs. 44 
a month be a fixed tax on the inhabitants for defraying the Coroner s 
and Marshaks wages.^ 

The following extracts relate to the appointment of new Justie^. 
A Consultation on the 8th May 1747 records: Mr. Sedgwicke s 
dismissal occasioning a vacancy in the Bench of Justices, Mi. Sanders 
being fifth of Council upon the island, is now sworn in by the President 
accordingly.® Again on the 8th September 1747 the entry occurs: 
Mr George Scott being fifth of Conned on the island, is now sworn in 
by the President as one of his Majesty’s lustices.® And on the 8th 
December 1747: The removal of Messrs. Whitewell and Munio occa- 
sioning two vacancies in the number of justices Messrs SeweU and 
Dorrill are respectively sworn into that office by the President. 


The fact that for purposes of criminal justice Bombay was eonadered 
a coLty, and that tL barges of the court’s officers and the jail were 


Chapter Y. 
Justice. 


Coroner and 
Marshal, 
1741. 


Justices^ 

1747 . 


Dongri Port to 
be a Prison^ 
1728. 


> Court to Bombay 24th Jan. 1763 para 16. Pub. Hep. Court’s Letters Vol. 4 of 1752 - 

1*701 IRQ ifiO Pub Pep. Courtis Letters Yol* 3 of 1742 - 1761, 10, 
1716-1721, 159- IbU. ruo.^ep. ^iw 1 IQ nf 1743 • 1745. 14. 


Bom. Gov. Oonsulteto Sth ^y 1747, ^ of r 


* Bom. Gov. Pis' 
^ Bom. Got. Pia 


SepriW.-Pub-: JMary 






i,.. I5 «■ 

, , - ‘ i, 







[Histomeal 


Chapter V. 

Justice. 

Dangri Fort to 
be a Frisoiij 

172a. 


Tax to meet 
Prison Charges, 
1743. 


Prison in 
Marine Yard, 
1745. 


Courts 
of Justice, 
1753. 


22 BOMBAY ^ 

thorefore assessed on the householders, gave rise to great financial diffi** 
culties. The following extracts show the constant complaints regard- 
ing the condition of the jail due to the want of money for repair- 
ing it. A Consultation the 3rd May 1728 records : The justices ^ of 
the late sessions, held the 29th and 30th April and 1st instant, having 
upon a presentment made them from the (xrand Jury,^ complained 
of the want of a prison, a plan was laid before them shewing how at a 
cost of Ks. 2000 Dongri fort can be made proper for the same. As 
the justices approved and ordex'ed this amount to be levied on the 
English inhabitants as well as on the several other castes on this isltind, 
and as for some time past the said fort has been of no other use than 
for a prison and may be rendered more commodious than any building 
we can erect for the same expense, resolved that it be appropriated 
for that purpose.^ 

At a meeting on the 12th May 1743 the Court of Oyer and 
Terminer decided that as money was required to pay the rent due for 
the county prison and other charges, a sum of Bs. 400 be raised by an 
assessment on the inhabitants for this purpose.^ 

Again on the 24th October 1 743 the Court order an assessment of 
Rs. 1800 to be levied on the inhabitants of this island for defraying 
the prison expenses and other charges for one year, as well as for 
discharging some debts due from the county ami filling up holes on 
the Green.^ 

At a Consultation the I9th March 1745 the Board record : The house 
rented by the Honourable Company of the Modi at Rs. 25 a month 
and used for the county prison requires such costly repair as neither 
the Modi nor the county agree to meet. Considering that the 
county has already laid out Rs. 5000 in building the prison at Dongri 
since demolished upon erecting the new fortification (1 739), it is agreed 
that some of the lower rooms of the house in the mariixe yard be 
appropriated for a prison.^ 

Certain defects having been noticed in the working of the Mayor^s 
Coui*ts, the Company obtained a new Charter from King George IL 
dated 8th January 1753, re-establishing the Mayor^s Court, and repeat- 
ing the provisions of the earlier Charters regarding the powers of the 
Governor and Council as a Criminal Court. The new Charter also 
created a Court of Requests for the summary disposal of smtall causes. 
The Directors announce these new arrangements in a letter dated 
24th January 1753 : When the re-establishment of our settlement at 
Fort St, George was under our consideration, we intended to have 
revived the Courts of Justice there^ which were granted by the 
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Letters Patent of the IStli year of the reign of liis late Majesty, 



wards, all the powers and authorities which by that charter were 
granted for holding of pleas in civil actions at Port St. George were at 
an end, and that it would bo necessary for us to apply to His Majesty 
for a new charter. There being some defects in the former Charter, 
and some alterations necessary, and that there might be au uniformity 
in the constitution of our several Courts of Justice, and in the rules and 
methods for the administration of justice at oar several settlements 
in the East Indies, we W’ere advised by the same gentlemen to 
petition His Majesty for leave to surrender our former charters, and 
that His Majesty would be graciously pleased to grant us a new one 
for our several settlements. Accordingly His Majesty has been 
pleased to accept of such our surrender of our said former Charters, 
and to grant us new Charters for our principal settlements in India ; 
an exemplification of which new charter under the great seal of 
Great Britain we send you herewith. We also send two written 
copies of the present Charter and of the surrender of the former, 
bound separately, the one for the common use of our Goveimor and 
Council, the other for the use of the Mayor's Court, By the new 
charter our President and Council and also the Mayor's Court are, 
within thirty days after the arrival thereof, to qualify themselves 
as by this Charter is directed. From that time all powers and 
authorities granted by the former charters are to cease and to be 
no longer acted under. At the same time all proceedings as well 
civil as criminal, which at the time of the arrival of this Charter 
shall be depending, are to be continued and carried on before their 
several jurisdictions without abatement or revival Our President 
and all our Council are constituted Justices of the Peace and Com- 
missioners of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery ; and the. 
Mayor and Aldermen, who shall be such at the time of the arrival 
of this Charter, are continued in their several employments. For 
the future all vacancies in the Court of Aldermen are to be supplied 
and filled up by our Governor and Council, which we recommend 
and direct them to do out of our covenanted servants, if at such 
times there shall be a sufiScient number of them fitly qualified. If 
not, they must supply such vacancies with the principal inhabitants 
of the place. The Mayor's Court are annually to return two 
members of their body to our Governor and Council, out of which 
they are to choose one to be Mayor for the ensuing year. Several 
rules and directions relative to the Administration of Justice, vary 
from those of the former Charter. This is particularly the case in 
the matter of receiving evidence upon affirmation from such persons 
as by their caste cannot submit to take an oath. All moneys 
securities and effects of the suitors, which shall be ordered into 
Court, are to be deposited with out President and Council for 
which the Company are tO |be answerable, under such excep- 
tions as in the Charter are mentiemed* ; And an Accountant 
General is . ‘ to ‘ be appointed, ,, Who; . ' iriihi ; the ^Register :'ef ^ the 
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Mayor s Court is to keep the accounts between our President and 
Council, and that Court. In regard to the suing for small debts, as 
the ordinary method for proceeding in the May oPs Court is attended 
with a greater expense than the nature of such suits can bear, a Court 
of Requests is by this Charter erected for hearing and determining 
in a summary way all disputes where the matter in question shall not 
exceed the value of five pagodas (Rs. 15). These are the material 
parts of the Charter, which we at present think tit to take notice of. 
We strictly recommend to you and to the May oris Court that you 
attentively read over the Charter ; and that you and they will in all 
respects strictly conform yourselves thereto. Within thirty days after 
the arrival of this Charter, our President and Council are to take the 
oaths as Justices of the Peace, and Commissioners of Oyer and Termi- 
ner and Gaol Delivery, and must afterwards fill up the vacancies, if any, 
among the Aldermen, who must take the oaths directed by this Charter, 
being the same as were directed by the former Charter, the forms 
whereof are to be found in the Book of Instructions sent out to the 
Mayoris Court with the former Charter of the 13th of the late King. 
The substance of this Charter, so far as relates to the people and in- 
habitants, should be published to them in the same manner the former 
Charter was published. For the particulars whereof, we refer you to 
your own entries with this addition that it should be known to such of 
the natives as cannot in their consciences condescend to the taking of 
an oath, that their evidence is for the future to be admitted upon 
affirmation, or in such manner as they shall think most binding 
upon them to speak the truth. The reason for this indulgence to the 
natives of India to give their evidence by affirmation, is that some 
persons, we are informed, have lost their debts, and others have sub- 
mitted to lie in prison rather than to submit to the taking an oath. 
We also remember tliat at your settlement, upon its being insisted that 
the natives should take the cow-oath, they petitioned against it ; and, 
if it was insisted upon, they desired leave to withdraw themselves and 
their effects from our settlement. The Court of Directors agreeable to 
the new Charter, by an instrument in writing under the Company's 
seal sent herewith, have obliged the Company to be answerable in the 
terms of the Charter sent herewith, for such moneys, effects, and secu- 
rities as shall be deposited with their Governor or President and 
Council. By an order under the hands of thirteen or more of the 
Directors, they have authorized you to appoint an Accountant General 
and directed him in what manner that office is to be conducted.^ 


^ The detailed order runs as follows ; 

Whereas His Majesty King George the Second by his Letters Patent under the 
^eat seal of Great Britain, bearing date at Westminister the eighth day of January, 
in the twenty-sixth year of his reign did for himself his heirs and successors give and 
grant unto the United Company of merchants of England trading to the East 
Indies and their successors; and did thereby ordain, direct, establish, and appoint that 
there should be for ever thereafter vdthin the town or factory of Bombay in the 
East Indies one body politic and corporate by the name of the Mayor and Aider- 
men of Bombay to consist of a Maybr and nine Aldermen ; and did thereby give and 
grant to the said Company and their successors and did thereby ordain direct and 
appoint that the Mayor and Aldermen for the time being of Bombay aforesaid 
should for ever thereafter be and they are thereby constituted a Court of Kecord by 
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The erecting o£ this office of Accountant General is of such utmost 
importance to the suitors that we have undertaken to be at the expense 
of it and that the suitors shall not be hurthened. The office itself is 
new. A person must be appointed by the Governor and Council to 


the name of the Mayor’s Court of Bombay ; and that they or any three or more of 
them {whereof the Mayor or Senior Alderman then residing there to be onej may 
and they are thereby authorized to try hear and determine all civil suits actions 
and i)lftas that shall or may arise or happen, or that had already arisen or happened, 
within the said town of Bombay or within any of the factories subject or subordi- 
nate to the said Company’s factory or settlement at Bombay or to the Grovernor or 
President and the Council of Bombay aforesaid, except as therein is mentioned. And 
His Majesty in his said Letters Patent, taking notice that it was of the utmost concern 
and importance to the suitors of the said Court that their moneys securities and 
eifects should be preserved and secured for their benefit in the most careful and 
effectual manner, and that the same would be most safely kept in the hands of the 
said Company’s Governor or President and Council of Bombay with the cash and 
effects belonging to the said Company, and reciting that the said Company had 
undertaken and agreed to be answerable to the suitors of the said Court for all such 
moneys securities and effects as under the orders of the said Mayor’s Court should 
be paid delivered to or deposited with their said President and Council (except in 
cases of fire, foreign invasions, or other unavoidable accidents whereby the said 
moneys securities or effects may be lost), and also to be at the charge and expense 
which may be occasioned by reason thereof or of the depositing s^e keeping and 
restoring or paying and delivering out of such moneys securities and effects so that 
the suitors might not be burthened thereby. His Majesty therefore, upon such 
agreement and undertaking of the said Company, for himself his heirs and successors 
by his said Letters Patent did will and ordain that all moneys securities and 
effects of the said suitors as should be ordered into Court or to be paid delivered or 
deposited for safer custody should be paid or delivered into or deposited with the 
Governor or President and Council at Bombay to be by them kept and deposited 
with the cash and effects of the said Company, subject to such orders and directions 
as the said Mayor’s Court should from time to time think fit to make concerning the 
same for the benefit of the suitors. A.nd His Majesty by his said Letters Patent for 
himself his heirs and successors did give and grant unto the Court of Directors of 
the said Company, or the major part of them, full power and authority from time to 
time to name and appoint an officer with the name of the Accountant General of 
the Mayor’s Court at Bombay, and the same at their pleasure to remove and another 
to appoint who shall act perform and do all matters and things necessaiy to carry 
into execution the orders of the said Mayor’s Court relating to the payment or deli- 
very of the suitors’ moneys effects and securities unto the Governor or President 
and Council of the said United Company at Bombay, and taking the same out again 
and keeping the accounts with the said Governor and Council and Eegister of the 
Mayor’s Court and other matters relating thereto, under such rules methods and 
directions as shall from time to time be made and given under the hands of thirteen 
or more of the Court of Directors of the said Company. Which rules methods and 
directions His Majesty did thereby will and direct should be according^ to such rules 
methods and directions as are observed by the Accountant General of his High Court 
of Chancery in Great Britain, or as near thereto as might be and the situation and 
circumstances of affairs would permit. Which said Letters Patent hereinbefore recit- 
ed were not to take place or to be of any force or effect until thirty days next after 
the arrival of such Letters Patent at Bombay aforesaid. And whereas the said United 
Company of merchants of England trading to the East Indies, by their obligation or 
instrument in writing under the common seal bearing date the eighteenth day of 
January instant, have undertaken and agreed to be answerable to the suitors of the 
said Mayor’s Court of Bombay aforesaid for all such moneys securities and effects 
as under the orders of the said Mayor’s Court shall be paid delivered to or deposited 
with the said United Company’s Governor or President and Council at Bombay 
aforesaid, except in cases of fire, foreign invasions, or other unavoidable accidents 
whereby 4he said moneys securities or effects may be lost. And the said United 
Company by the same obligation or instrument have: further undertaken and agreed 
to be at the change and expense which may be occasioned by reason of the depositing 
safe keeping and restoring or paying and delivering out such moneys securities and 
effects so that the suitors may not be burthened thereby. Now, we, the Court of 
Directors of the said United Company of merchants of England trading to the East 
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keep tlieir accoxints with tke Aceotititant General. The whole tionhle 
the Register of the Mayoi-'s Court will have, by keeping the like aceoimt^ 
with the Governor and Council and Accountant General, is an additional 
duty to his office. A proper satisfaction should therefore be made to 


Indies wlioBC names are Iicrennto subscribed and set, beinj!]^ the ninjoi pait of tlic 
said Court of Directors, in pursuance of the several powers ami authoritieK in and l»y 
the said Letters Patent given and granted nnto the said Court of Directors of the. 
said United Company, and in order to carry the same into execution sul^ject to suoli 
alterations and other regulations as the Court of Directors of the United Company 
for the time being or the major part of them may hereafter from the exigency or 
circumstances of a^airs think reasonable or proper, do hereby order authorize direct 
and empower the said Company’s Governor or President and Council at Fort Saiut 
George fshould be Bombay) aforesaid or the major part of them, whereof the said 
Governor or President or in his absence the Senior in Council then resident to bo 
one, within thirty days next after the receipt hereof to nominate and appoint a fit 
and proper person to be the Accountant General of the Mayor’s Court at Bombay to 
act perform and do all matters and things necessary to carry into execution the 
orders of the Mayor’s Court of Bombay relating to the payment or delivery of the 
suitors’ moneys effects and securities unto the Governor and Council of the said 
United Company at Bombay aforesaid, and taking the same out again and keeping 
accounts with the said Governor or President and Council and Register of the said 
Mayor’s Court and other matters relating thereto under such rules methods and 
directions as are hereinafter mentioned, being the same or the like rules methods 
and directions as are observed by the Accountant General of His Majesty’s High 
Court of Chancery in Great Britain or as near thereto as the situation and circum- 
stances of affairs will permit. And we do hereby direct and order that the person 
so to be appointed as aforesaid shall be called the Accountant General of the Mayor’s 
Court of Bombay and shall hold such office during the pleasure of the Court of 
Directors for the time being, or until he shall be removed from his office by the 
President and Council of Bombay aforesaid or the major part of them, whereof the 
President or in his absence the Senior in Council then residing there to be one, 
whom we do hereby authorize and empower to remove the person so to be appointed 
also the Accountant General for the time being, if they shall see sufficient cause so 
to do. And in case of the death or removal of the Accountant General for the time 
being, whereby the said office or employment shall become vacant, we do hereby 
authorize and empower the President and Council at Bombay aforesaid or the 
major part of them, whereof the President or in his absence the Senior of the 
Council then residing there to be one, as often as such vacancy shall happen, to 
nominate and appoint another person to be the Accountant General of the said 
Mayor’s Court to continue in such office until the pleasure of the Court of Directors 
shall he known, unless sooner removed by the said President and Coiincil aforesaid. 
And we do hereby order that an account, shall be kept in the name of the Accountant 
General of the suitors’ moneys securities and effects with the said Governor and 
Council and Register of the Mayor’s Court for and on behalf of the suitors of the 
Court under the rules methods and directions hereinafter prescribed and directed, 
unless in such instances as the Court of Directors of the said United Company, 
according to the exigency and circumstances of affairs, shall hereafter otherwise, 
determine and appoint. And it is further ordered that the said Governor and 
Council the Accountant General and Register of the Mayor’s Court do each of them 
keep a separate set of books wherein they shall respectively make fair and distinct 
entries of all the moneys effects and securities of the said suitors as shall be ordered 
into Court or to be paid delivered or deposited for safe custody with the Governor 
or President and Council at Bombay with the names of the causes and dates of the 
orders under which the same were paid in or deposited. And that the account in each 
cause be kept separate and distinct in the ledger by way of debtor and creditor in 
double columns on both sides, one column to contain the receipts and payments in 
cash only and the other to contain both securities and cash. And all the moneys 
securities and effects which shall be so paid delivered or deposited with the Governor 
and Council shall be kept in the same manner with those belonging to the Company 
without their paying or allowing any interest for the same. And it is further 
ordered that in all cases where any moneys effects or transferable securities shall 
hereafter be ordered to be received deposited or paid into Court, such transfex'ablo 
securities shall be assigned unto and in the name of the Accountant General and hia 
successors in trust to attend the orders of the Mayor’s Court made or to be made in 
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fill these officers for their service. What or how much that should be we 
«QTinnt at oresent form any iudgment, as that wilt in a great measure 
Spend upon the trouble they ivill have and the advantage that may 
ariL to us from such money of the suitors as may be paid mto and 

seouritv is directed to be transferred or assigned. And all 
the catibe , ^ , and likewise the said securities , shall he paid into and delivered 

moneys an _ the Governor and Council and shall he placed to the account of 
and deposited with the Mavor’s Court and to the credit of the cause wherein 

the Accountant General ot t y is ordered that the suitor or his 

Bucb order- sbal be ^ QenerlS the order of tbe Mayor’s Court where- 

agent do attend the Aocormt^ assigned to the Accountant 

by such moneys -nt +t _ Governor and Ooun<nl. And thereupon 

General and paid or depob , . to certify to the Governor and Council 

the Accountant General is _ ^ y ^ and securities as are sirecified in such 

that A likewise particularly inserted in such certificates, and to 

order, and which shMl be h^emse pMUCurmy ^ 

place the same to his t there be set forth the title of the cause 

shall he made, and m such ® and GouuS upon receipt of such oerti- 

and the date of Anti receive the moneys efEeotsand securities mentioned 

ficate shall accordingly ‘ , p Ax-pmor and Council or any three of them, where- 

in such certificate And tte sard 

of the Governor that they have received such moneys effects and 

be one, shall me a certificate ? ^ to the said Accountant General who. 

securities, which certificate shall “A of snoh moneys effects and securities, 

shall certify to the Mayor s Co of the Governor and Council and cause 

and shaU anna:, to such Court. It is further 

the same to be filed mth A, T>e~igter and Accountant General shall 

ordered that the said Governor and Oounml Eegist^^^^ 

each of them make ^“4 A in SlivSed or deposited the-, 

moneys effects 4-^^ account in each cause separate and distinct- 

said Governor and fo^th the dates of the orders under which the 

in the ledger and in the journal to set forth^fiena^ ^^^^ securities. It is 

same shall be i-eceii ed or takeu . fleliverine” out auy moneys securities or 
furtlioi- ordered that in case of p ^ § .. iecoimtant General the order of the 

effects the suitor or his agent ‘1° ‘ Jffects or securities shall be ordered or directed 

Mayor’s Court whereby such mon ^ Accountant General shall forth-mth 

to be paid or delivered ou^ Au ®^®Aupon the Governor and Council for such 
by a note or order under bis b securities or effects as shall be ordered by tbe 

moneys or for the dehvei-y of I o ^ c gnejuiote or order shall be expressly 
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is further ordered that of moneys or dehv^^ of effects or- 

together with the order ■«''5i®^®^J 1 gkall be made in the Register’s books 

securities is directed to be drawn by the Accountant General 

of the said note or “^4„vort Court, and the Register shall write the word 

by virtue of such order of the Mayor s r, producing such 

entered upon such note or “ roS 3 leaving the same with rtiem, it is- 
note or order to the Council do issue and pay suohmoneys- 

hereby ordered that the smdGovemoi d t. jae^tioned in ^chnote or 

and deliver such securities and eftecte ra Accountant General is to- 

order or to his assigns by arsons named in the order of the Mayor’s 

reassign such securities to *^® in every year, at such times as shall he agre^ 

Court It is ft^her o'--^®'^®'^J’^Hdlut and (Simcil and the said Mayor’s ComV the 
upon by the said Governor “ , „ y Accountant General and Eegister shaR be 
books of the said Governor interval of time no moneys effects oi- 

balanced. Ror that purpose emd oTlId that a duplicate copy be made 

securities shall be and signed by the. Governor and Council Acoount- 
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remain in our treasnry. We therefore suspend for the present appoint- 
ing any salaries for these officers, and desire yon will let ns know your 
sentiments what salaries should be paid to each of them, with your 
reasons for the same. In the meantime we permit and authorize you 
to make them such moderate allowances for their trouble as yon shall 
think reasonable. As the Mayor's Court has been long in possession 
of their jurisdiction, so that they have established to themselves forms 
and methods of proceeding, we shall prefer them to follow the same and 
the rules of practice laid down in the book of instructions sent them 
by the former Charter, except in such instances wherein they have 
deviated from the same. In this we particxilarly remark that they 
have suffered the proceedings before them to be j>rolix and impertinent, 
whereas in the bill and in the answer the party's case and defence should 
be stated in the most clear and concise manner, without observations 
arguments or inferences, all which ought to be expunged as impertinent 
and as proper arguments for the counsel or attorneys to make use of at 
the hearing rather than to insert in their pleadings. We cannot help 
taking notice tliat special replications and rejoinders with other special 
proceedings have been admitted after a full answer has been put in, all 
which we consider as impertinent and occasioning great delays, and 
putting the suitors to a most unnecessary expense. To prevent the like 
for the future we do hereby will and order and direct you to acquaint 
the Mayor's Court that after a full answer is put in, no special replica- 
tion or rejoinder or any subsequent special proceedings shall be admitted 
in any ease whatsoever After a full answer is put in, the plaintiff shall 
reply and the defendant or defendants shall rejoin, according to the 
common or usual form laid down in the book of instructions. That 
thereupon the parties give such rales for producing witnesses, and 
passing publication, as in the said book is directed. This method, as 
we are informed, is agreeable to constant settled rules of practice in ali 


shall certify that they have examined their respective accounts with each other and 
that the balances set forth in the said account do agree with those in their respective 
books which certificate and account shall be filed among the records of the Mayor’s 
Court, It is further ordered that upon the death or removal of any Accountant 
General all moneys effects and securities standing in his name or assigned to 
him as Accountant General shall be and are hereby declared to vest in the succeed* 
ing Accountant General without any transfer or .assignment whatsoever thereof and 
shall accordingly be carried to the credit of the account of such succeeding Account- 
ant General in the books of the Governor and Council and of the Register of the 
Mayor’s Court. And it is further ordered that the Accountant General Register or 
any other officer of the Mayor's Court shall not meddle wdth the actual receipt of 
any of the suitors' moneys effects or securities. But such Accountant General shall 
only keep the account with the Governor and Council and Register of the Mayor’s 
Court according to the rules hereby prescribed and which shall hereafter be pre- 
scribed by the Court of Directors of the said United Company. He shall not be 
answerable for any moneys effects or securities he shall not actuaRy receive, and 
the said United Company and their Governor and Council at Bombay shall be 
answerable for the moneys effects and securities of the suitors which shall be 
received by the said Governor and Council except in cases before excepted. And it 
is hereby further ordered that no fee or fees whatsoever shall be taken by the said 
Governor and Council Accountant General and Register or any of them or any of 
their clerks or servants for any matter or thing done or directed to be done by 
virtue of this order. And it is further ordered that a copy of this order be set up in 
the offices of the Register and Accountant General of the Mayor’s Court at Bombay 
aforesaid.-- Enclosures to Court's Betters Yol. 8, 29*35. 


Materials.] 


AND ISLAND. 


29 


the Courts of equity iu this kingdom. If any attorney or solicitor shall 
offend by inserting any scandalous or impertinent matter in any bill or 
answer we order and direct that the same be expunged and that such 
attorney or solicitor^ and not the client, do pay the costs occasioned 
thereby out of his own pocket,^ 

In the same despatch (24th January 1753) regarding the Court of 
Requests or Small Causes the Directors continue : An easier more sum- 
mary and less expensive method for the recovery of debts than the 
common form of proceedings allows has long been wished for. This has 
formerly been attempted at all or most of our settlements. But as we 
then had no sufficient authority to hold such Courts, the design however 
useful was obliged to be laid aside. The many Acts of Parliament 
that have of late years passed here for the erecting of such Courts in 
several cities and boroughs of this kingdom, together with our own 
oiunions, sufficiently convince us of the utility of such Courts. For 
these reasons we petitioned His Majestj^ that in the new Charter he 
would erect such a Court. With this His Majesty has been graciously 
pleased to comply and we send you herewith, under the hands of thirteen 
or more of the Court of Directors, certain rules orders and regulations 
to be observed by yourselves and by the Commissioners of the Court 
of Requests so far as respectively concerns you. And we do in a parti- 
cular manner recommend to you and to the Commissioners, tliat in the 
first nomination of Commissioners and in all future appointments of 
them, our covenant servants shall always have a preference or be first 
named. If there should not be a sufficient number of them to answer 
this purpose, the rest must be made up out of the principal inhabitants. 
We likewise recommend it to you that the officers of the Court be as 
few and the fees as moderate as possible that the suitors may find 
relief without oppression. As this Court is calculated for the benefit 
of the poorest of the people, we hope none of our servants or of the 
inhabitants that shall be nominated Commissioners, will decline the 
service } as by an honest and faithful discharge of their duty, they may 
be a blessing to the people. For your further assistance in carrjdng 
this part of the Charter into execution, we send you several printed 
Acts of Parliament, whereby the like Courts are established in this 
kingdom. We leave it to our President and Council, with the assistance 
of the Commissioners, besides the orders and instrnctions we now send 
you, to take such other parts of the several Acts of Parliameut and to 
establish such further rules and orders of your own, as in your opinions 
will best conduce to those good ends for which this power was desired 
and obtained, subject always to our control and alteration. As the Court 
of Requests will at first be at a loss, with regard to the form of their 
process and orders and the method, of keeping of their books, we send 
you with this despatch a book of instructions upon this head with an 
appendix thereto containing the forms of their orders and process, and 
the method of keeping such books as will be necessary and which are 
agreeable to the forms and methods made use of in the Court of Requests 
here, W'e recommend it to the Commissioners to follow the same. 
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unless any better mettod occurs to them, which as often as it does, they 
are at liberty to pursue. You will perceive by our instructions, with 
regard to the Court of Requests, that all money ordered to be paid into 
Court, must be paid into and lodged with the clerk of the Court, to 
be paid over to the plaintiffs according to the Commissioners^ orders. 
At present these sums will be small and such as the clerk of the Court 
may himself be sufficient for. In time, and as tlie Court may happen 
to take with the ‘people, considerable sums may be lodged with the 
clerk. We recommend it therefore to the Commissioners to have 
a watchful eye to this matter; and whenever tliey think it necessary, 
to call upon and oblige their clerk to give sufficient security to their 
satisfaction, to be answerable to the suitors for all moneys which shall 
be paid into their hands under any orders of Court. To prevent persons 
suing in the Mayor^s Court, where the matter does not exceed the 
value of five Pagodas, we have made an order which we send you here- 
with, whereby the Mayor^s Court are in all such eases directed not to 
allow the plaintiff any costs, but to oblige him to pay costs to the 
defendant.^ 


^ Pub. Dep. Courtis Letters VoL 4 of 1752-175(>, 60-63. The £ollo\ving arc the 
detailed orders for establishing the Oourt of Requests : 

Whereas His Majesty King George II. by his Letters Patent under the great seal of 
Great Britain hearing date at Westminister the 8th day of January in the 2f>tb year ol 
his leigii did for himself his heirs and successors give and grant unto the said United 
Company of merchants of England trading to the East Indies and their successors and 
did thereby ordain direct establish and appoint tliat there .should be foixiver thereafter 
within the town or factory of Bombay in the East Indies one body politic and corporate 
by the name of the Mayor and Aldermen of Bombay, and did thereby give and grant to 
the said Company and their successors, and did thereby ordain direct and appoint that 
the Mayor and Aldermen for the time being of Bombay aforesaid should forever there- 
after he and they are thereby constituted a Court of Eecord by the name of the Mayor’s 
Court of Bombay. And that they or any three or more of them (whereof the Mayor or 
senior Alderman then residing there to ho one) may, and they are thereby authorized to, 
try hear and determine all civil suits actions and pleas that shall or may arise or happen 
or that had already arisen or happened within the said town of Bombay, or within any of 
the factories subject or subordinate to the said Company’s factory or settlement at Bom- 
bay, or to the Governor or the President and the Gouncil at Bombay aforesaid except 
as therein is mentioned. And by the same Charter or Letters Patent His Majesty did give 
full power and authority to the Court of Directors of the said United Company, or any 
thirteen or more of them, to make such regulations and orders for the better admmistratioii 
of justice in the said Mayor’s Court as they should from time to time think fit and neces- 
sary. And by the same Charter or Letters Patent for the providing a more speedy and 
easy way for the recovery of small debts within the said town of Bombay his said Majesty 
did thereby give and grant to the said United Company and did direct and appoint that 
there should be a Court of Bequests in the said town of Bombay who shall have full 
power to hear and determine aU such actions or suits as should be brought before them 
where the debt duty or matter in dispute should not exceed or he more than the value of 
five pagodas. And whereas notwithstanding the provisions made by the said Charter for the 
suing for and recovering of small debts in a summary way yet vexatious or ill- minded 
persons may be induced to commence or bring actions or suits in the Mayor’s Court of 
Bombay where the debt duty or matter in dispute may not exceed or be more tlian the 
value of five pagodas, contrary to the intent and meaning of his said Majesty’s Letters^ 
Patent for preventing thereof. We, the Court of Directors of the United Company of 
merchants of England trading to the East Indies whose names are hereunto subscribed 
and set, being the major part of the said Court of Directors, in pursuance of the several 
powers and authorities in and by the said Letters Patent given and granted unto the 
said Court of Directors of the said United Company do hereby ordain and dix*ect that if in 
any action for recovery of any debt to be sued or prosecuted againt any'persoh of persons 
in the Mayor’s Court of Bombay it shall appear to the said Mayor’s Court that the debt 
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The following extract from a Consultation of the I4th September 
1753 gives the names of the original members of the Court of Requests ; 



to be recovered by the plaintiiBP in such action doth not exceed tbc value o£ five pagodas 
and the defendant in sucli action shall duly prove by sufficient testimony to be allowed 
by tbe said Mayor’s Court that at the time of commencing such action such defendant 
was inhabiting and resident within the said town of Bombay or the factories or districts 
suhordinate thereto and was liable to be warned or summoned before the said Court of 
Eeq^uests for such debt, then and in such case the said Mayor’s Court shall not allow to 
the said plaintiff any costs of suit hut shall award that the said plaintiff shall pay so 
much ordinary costs to the party-defendant as sncli defendant shall justly prove before 
the said Mayor’s Court it hath truly cost him in the defence of the said suit. And 
we do further order and direct that this order shall be in force and take place at 
Bombay and the factories and districts thereof at the same time the Court of Bequests 
established by His Majesty’s aforesaid Royal Charter shall take place there. — Enclosures 
to the Letters from the Court of Directors Vol. 8, 26-28, 

The detailed Rules for the conduct of business in the Court of Requests are as 
follows : Rules orders and regulations made by the Court of Directors of the 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies, to be observed 
by the Commissioners of the Court of Requests for the town of Bombay and the 
factories and districts thereof erected by His Most Excellent Majesty King George II. 
by his letters patent bearing date at Westminister the 8th day of January 1753 in 
the 26th year of his reign. We, whose hands are hereunto subscribed, being thirteen 
or more of the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants trading to 
the East Indies, in pursuance of the several powers and authorities in that behalf 
given and granted unto the Court of Directors of the said United Company in and 
by His Majesty’s said letters patent, do hereby direct and order our Governor or 
President and Council of Bombay aforesaid, or the major part of them, whereof the 
Governor or President or in his absence the Senior of the Council then resident 
to be one, as soon as conveniently may be after the arrival of his said Majesty’s 
letters patent or charter, by writing under their hands to nominate and appoint 
some of the principal inhabitants of Bombay aforesaid, not more than 24 nor fewer 
than 8, to be Commissioners to hear and determine all such actions or suits which 
shall be brought before them where the debt duty or matter in dispute shall not exceed 
or be more than the value of five pagodas, which Commissioners so to be nominated 
and appointed as aforesaid shall continue in their said office until the first Thursday 
in December next after the arrival of Ms said Majesty’s letters patent and three 
or more of them in rotation as they shall agree among themselves (but not to 
exclude any other of the Commissioners though not sitting or acting in the course 
of such rotation) shall sit every Thursday in the week from the hours of 10 to 12 in 
the forenoon or longer if the business shall require it to hear and determine all such 
causes as shall be brought before them not exceeding the value aforesaid and to 
give judgment and decree and to award execution thereon with costs against the 
body or against the goods and chatties of aU and every person or persons against 
whom they shall give any judgment or decree as to them shall seem just in law 
and equity. That our said President and Council do, as soon as conveniently may 
be, after they have nominated such Commissioners as aforesaid, summon all the 
said Commissioners to assemble and meet at some convenient place, and do 
then and there administer to them the following oath, and that no Commissioner 
shall be at liberty to act until he shall have first taken such oath: — 
do swear that I will faithfully impartially and honestly, according to the 
best of my judgment, without favour or affection to either party, hear and deter- 
mine such matters and things as shall be brought before me as one of the Com- 
missioners of the Court of Requests of the town of Bombay and the factories and 
districts subordinate thereto erected by His Majesty King George II, by certain 
letters patent under the Great Seal of Great Britain bearing date at Westminister 
the 8th day of January in the 26th year of his reign. 

At this meeting the Commissioners are to consider and appoint proper officers for 
the doing of the business and executing the orders of the Court to continue in the 
respective offices during the pleasure of the said Commissioners or the major part of 
them in a general meeting of all the Commissioners for the time being whom we 
authorize and empower to remove such officers and to appoint others at their pleasure 
and as vacancies shall happen.. The Commissioners at such meeting are likewise to 
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His Majesty TCiug George II. being graciously pleased to direct in the 


make such standing orders as they shaU think necessary for the better direction and 
ffoverunient of tlie said. Court to settle uud. agree upon their several rotations, to 
Istablish a table of fees to be taken by the ofiicers of the Court, which fees we do re- 
commend and order to be as moderate as possible, and do lay such table of fees before 
our Governor and Council for their approbation, whom we do hereby order and 
authorize to regulate them. And the same being regulated and allowed by our said 
Governor and Council, or the major part of them, whereof the Governor or President 
or in his absence the Senior of the Council then resident to be one, and shall be 
signed by them and shall be the lawf ul fees of the said Court, and a table of such 
fees shall be affixed for public view in the Court or place where the Commissioners 
shall meet for the doing their business and as often as the same shall be defaced or 
worn out another shall be affixed and put up in the place thereof. If at such meet- 
ing there shall not be sufficient time for the Commissioners to do the several 
matters and things before directed, they may adjourn themselves from time to time 
till they have finished the same. That all standing orders and rules that shall 
from time to time be made at a general meeting of the Commissioners shall be and 
continue to he the rules and orders of the said Court of Requests, subject neverthe- 
less to be annulled varied and altered by any subsequent general meeting of the 
Commissioners for the time being to be summoned for that purpose or by the Court 
of Directors for the time being. And if any person who shall be so nominated and 
appointed a Commissioner as aforesaid and who shall not have taken the before- 
mentioned oath at any of the said meetings before our said Governor and Council, 
we do direct and order that, before he acts as Commissioner, he do take the same 
oath before any two of the Commissioners sitting in rotation whom we do hereby 
authorize to administer such oath to him accordingly. That on the first Thursday 
in December next after the arrival of his Majesty’s charter, the said Commissioners 
shall assemble together and 12 of the persons to be appointed Commissioners, or 
one-half of the said Commissioners in case their number be less than 24, shall by 
the ballot of ah of them or such of them as shall be present be removed and a 
number equal to that of those removed shall be chosen by ballot of the remaining 
12 or lesser number of those that shah be removed, in the places and stead of such 
as shall be removed, to continue in such employment until the first Thursday in 
December in the succeeding year, and until others shall be chosen. And that at the 
end of the said year that half of the Commissioners who shall have the longest 
served in such office shall be removed and others chosen by ballot in their places 
in manner aforesaid and so from year to year on the first Thursday in December 
forever hereafter. That the said Commissioners do keep or cause to be kept such 
and so many proper books wherein shall be entered and registered all Acts Orders 
and Proceedings of the said Court. That it shall and may be lawful to and for 
every person and persons inhabiting or being within the said town of Bombay or 
within any of the factories or districts thereof who now have or hereafter shall 
have any debt or debts owing to him her or them, not exceeding the value of five 
pagodas, by any person or persons whatsoever inhabiting or seeking a livelihood 
within the said town of Bombay or any of the factories or districts subordinate 
thereto, to cause such debtor or debtors inhabiting or seeking a livelihood as 
aforesaid to be warned or summoned by the proper officer (who is hereby appointed 
authorized and required to execute all warrants precepts and processes of the said 
Court of Requests) by writing left at the dwelling house or place of abode or any 
other place of dealing or resort of such debtor or debtors, or by any other reason- 
able warning or notice, to appear before the Commissioners of the said Court at such 
time and place as shall be therein mentioned. And that the said Commissioners or 
any three or more of them shall, after such summons as aforesaid, have full power and 
authority to make or cause to be made such act order and orders decrees judgments 
and proceedings between such party or parties plaintiffs, and his her or their debtor 
or debtors defendants touching such debts not exceeding the value of five pagodas 
in question before them as they shall find to stand with equity and good conscience. 
And all such acts decrees judgments proceedings and order or orders shall be entered 
and registered in a book to be kept for that purpose by the clerk of the said Court 
and shall be observed performed and kept in all parts as well by the plaintiffs 
as by the debtor or defendant. And, for the more due and regular proceeding in the 
said Court intended to be erected by the aforesaid letters patent, we do hereby 
further order and direct the said Commissioners or any three or more of them to 
administer oath or affirmation to the plaintiff or defendant and to such witness 
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Royal Charter that a Goiirt ol Requests be erected for detemiimug' 
causes iu a summary way^ it is resolved that the following gentlemea 
be appointed commissiouers : 


1 Mr. Ghaiies Waters, 

2 „ Charles Wliitehiil. 

3 „ Owann Geekie. 

4 „ James By ley. 


5 Mi\ Nicholas Starkie, 

6 „ Richard Brough tOD. 

7 „ John Jones. 

8 ,5 Stephen LaceyJ 


or witnesses as shall be pcodiioed by each party and also to the oMcers of the said 
Court for or concerning any business relative thereunto if the same Commissioners 
or any three or more of them shall so think it meet, that is to say, to administer an 
oath or oaths upon the holy evangelists to such witness or witnesses person or 
persons who shall profess the Christian religion and to administer an oath or 
solemn afiirniation to any of the natives of India in such manner as they according to 
their several castes shall esteem to be most binding on their consciences to oblige 
them to speak the truth. 

And for the more effectual establishing of the said Court of Bequests and the 
better enforcing the oMers and decrees which shall be made by the said Commis- 
sioners, and that the vsaid Commissioners may be invested with proper power and 
authority and be free and exempt from any insults or abuses, we do further 
order that if any person or persons shall contemptuously affront insult or abuse all 
or any of the Commissioners of the said Court during their sitting in the said Court, 
it shall and may be lawful to and for any officer of the said Court by order of the 
said Commissioners then sitting or any three or more of them to take such person 
or persons so offending as aforesaid into custody and to carry him her or them 
before one or more of His Majesty’s justice or justices of the peace for the said town 
of Bombay to answer such affront insult or abuse. And upon the fact alleged being 
duly proved upon the oath or oaths, affirmation or affirmations of one or more 
credible witness or witnesses against him her or them, then and in such case the 
said justice or justices shall proceed to punish such person or persons so offending 
as aforesaid by fine or imprisonment or both, provided that the fine on any one 
person do not exceed the value of two pagodas and that the imprisonment be for no 
longer time than ten days. And we do farther order that upon the non-payment 
of the said fine so to be imposed or set upon every person convicted of offending 
as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful for the said justice or justices to issue a 
warrant or warrants under his and their hands and seals for levying the said fine or 
fines so imposed upon the goods and chatties of every such offender or offenders 
being then resident or inhabiting within the said town of Bombay or any of the 
factories or districts subordinate thereto, and to cause sale to be made thereof in 
case they shall not be redeemed in five days, rendering the overplus, if any, to the 
owner upon demand after deducting the reasonable charges of such distress and 
sale. Which fine or fines when levied or received shall be immediately paid over into 
the bands of our Governor or President and Council to be by them applied for the 
relief of the poor or such other charitable purpose as they shall think fit,^ and if 
such offender or offenders shall not have any goods or chatties within the said town 
and fort or the factories or districts subordinate thereto whereof such fine ox* fines 
can be levied as aforesaid, then and in such case and upon non-payment of such 
fine or fines, it shall and may be lawful for the said justice or justices by -warrant 
under Ms or their hand and seal or hands and seals to commit such offender or 
offenders to prison, there to remain until he she or they shall pay the said fine or fines 
so imposed as aforesaid not exceeding one calendar month, and such fine or fines 
when levied or received shall be immediately paid over into the hands of our said 
Governor or President and Council to be applied for the uses and purposes before- 
mentioned. 

And we do further order that a true copy of the two last mentioned orders be 
fixed or stuck up in the most public part of the office or place where the Com- 
missioners shall sit to do business to the end that no person or persons shall or 
may pretend ignorance in the premises. And we do further order that these rules 
orders and regulations shall be in force and take place at Bombay and the factories 
and districts thereof, at the same time the Court of Requests established by his 
Majesty’s aforesaid Eoyal Charter shall take place there. — Enclosures to Court’s 
Letters "V'ol. 8, 20 - 25. 

J Pub, Diary 26 of 1753, 315. 
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Under the powers granted by the Charter, the Mayor's Court, tinder 
date the 21st July 1763; drew up the following rules, which however were 
disappro?ed by the Directors and finally dropped. Regulations drawn 
up and agreed upon by the Mayor's Court for their observance in 
practice;:-' ,■ 

That all Courts be held by adjournment the Court meeting at the 
time to Trhich they adjourned themselves whether there is business or not 
as recommended by the instructions to the Charter, and that no Mayor or 
senior Alderman have an authority to adjourn a Court when the same is 
regularly met without their own consent or assigning some sufficient 
reason. 

That the Mayor and two or more Aldermen hold a Court every 
Monday at the Town Hall by rotation; and that the first Monday 
every month there be a full Court, the day recommended for deciding 
all material or intricate causes. The members who wilfully absent thein- 
selves from such Court to forfeit Rs. 6 unless some reasonable excuse is 
admitted. Nothing in this rule is to prevent the M ay or, upon particular 
business such as arrests or attachments, holding intermediate Courts at 
his own house for despatch of business. 

That all petitions or papers presented to Court be undersigned by 
the register in default of attorneys. 

That at the Court held the first Monday of every month the 
register be ordered to lay before them his account current book of 
estates producing at the same time the accoxxntant general's receipts 
for whatever sums of money may have been ordered to have been depo- 
sited in the treasury in the course of the preceding month, also an 
account of all Court commission collected, a list of what causes have 
been decided and of those depending, with the Mayor and register's 
separate lists of all prisoners confined in the chauki and gaol by 
the Mayor and Court specifying the time of their confinement at whose 
suit and the amount of the debt. Likewise that the accountant general 
and register be ordered to lay their books before tiie Court at the expira- 
tion of every six months in order that the same be inspected and 
compared. 

That no money 1o be deposited in the Company's treasury pass 
through the hands of any of the Court's servants in future, but the 
following rules be observed therein : ( i ) Upon the Court's ordering 
any money to be deposited, the register is to write to the accountant 
general to bring the same on his books as Court deposits. ( 2) The 
accountant general upon receipt of such order from the register is to 
write to the assistant to the treasurers to lodge the same in the treasury 
with wffiich when granted he is to acquaint the parties concerned who by 
their own people are to pay it to the said assistant and he to grant the 
accountant general a receipt for the amount, which receipt is to be 
produced in Court as before mentioned, (3) That the same rules be 
reversely observed with respect to paying money out of the deposits in 
the treasury to any suitors in whose favour the Court may have decreed 
the same. 

That the proceedings of each Cbxu't day l)e fair transcribed against 
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the succeeding one and then read over for the infonmtion and 
approval of the members instead of the foul minutes as hitherto 
practiced. 

Taking into consideration the tenour of his late Majesty^s 
Charter with regard to the Mayor^s private j)roceedmgs/ which they 
remark have of late years been very extensive, though no establishment 
in the former or present Court appears to authorise the same, and 
observing that the said Charter makes no mention of any such proceed- 
ings being lawful or binding or even gives an oj)ening for them to make 
any such law as can empower the Mayor of himself to decide causes, this 
Court have come to the folio wing resolutions regarding his proceedings in 
future :(1) That the Mayor shall upon any reasonable complaint for debt 
have a power to commit provided always that the party complained of 
do not positively deny the debt in which case it becomes disputed and 
must be determined by a Court. But if the party complained of do not 
absolutely deny the debt, but endeavour to put it off with evasive 
excuses, the Mayor is then in such case authorised to commit, and, upon 
the complainant^s declaring he is satisfied and the Court commission 
being recovered, to set the person complained of at liberty. (2) That 
the Mayor shall have an authority to appoint arbitrators to adjust 
any difference between the black inhabitants provided both parties 
consent thereto limiting the arbitrators to such reasonable time as 
the intricacy of the case may require and shall likewise exact 
penalty bonds from the parties for their finally abiding by such 
award. In case the party against whom such award ma 3 ^ have been 
passed shall refuse to abide thereby or otherwise prove refractory, 
the Mayor is then to apply to the Court who will give him an 
authority to enforce the same by distress. (3) T hat at the expiration 
of his mayoralty the Mayor shall lay before the Court a regular entry 
book of all proceedings and shall then pay into the Court cash the 
amount of commission collected by him after deducting his charges. 
(4) That the present acting Mayor delivers to the Court all papers in 
his possession relative to disputed cases undetermined in order for 
their being proceeded on by the Court. (5) That in future the 
Mayor's chaiiki (or lock-up) be under the care of the Sheriff, but in 
all respects under the orders of the Mayor as formerly, the Sheriff 
keeping there all prisoners confined for debt during the space of 
fourteen days and after such time removing them to the county 
gaoL (6) That all applications to the Mayor be made in writing in 
the form of a complaint in order that they may be regularly entered 
in his minute book, that, in case reference is had thereto, the 
original occasion of such commitment or other act of justice may 
be produced if required. 

In order to discourage all frivolous and vexatious suits causeless 
arrests and attachments,, as also to prevent any parties being 
put to unnecessary charge and trouble,, this. Court propose as a 
standing rule that in future, when any attorney is applied to for 
filing a bill against any person or persons whatever, he shall, after 
fully narrating the subject of complaint,, send the said bill with the 
complainant or complainants to the Mayor for the time being that 
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he may enquire into the matter and by sending for tlie oppo« 
site party endeavour through his mediation and by persuasive 
means only to accommodate and make up their dilierence. If he 
succeeds in this it must be entered in his minute book and the Court 
commission recovered and the bill so lodged must then be returned 
by the party to the attorney with a message from the Mayor 
acquainting him that the dispute had been accommodated with the 
mutual consent of the parties. The attorney is then to. receive a fee 
of Rs. 4, which, with the above mentioned Court commission, is all 
the expense to be incurred on any pretence whatever. If, howeveiv 
the party or parties seem averse to any agreement the said bill 
must then be filed and the cause proceeded on m such manner as. 
the law directs. 

That the Register be immediately under the Mayor for the time 
l>eing as President of the Court and no other member have a right 
to give him any orders or call upon him except in Court, 

That when any cause is intricate and the amount sued for 
exceeds Rs. 800, though the same may be ripe for issue at any 
intermediate Court, it may upon a motion to that purpose by any 
member then present, be deferred till the full Coi^rt is held. And that 
in such case, as well as in all other causes when found necessary 
or required before decision, all the papers relative thereto be sent 
yound to every member of the Court that they may be acquainted 
therewith. 

That in cases of re-<hearing where the party who thinks, 
himself aggrieved by any decree of this Court prays he has fresh 
matter, it be a standing rule in future that unless the party who, 
so prays a re-hearing file his bill of fresh complaint with the rcgi*ster 
within twenty days after such re -hearing has been prayed for that his. 
bill be finally thrown out and he entitled to no further redress in the 
Court.. 

That all persons who have any application to make to this; 
Court deliver their petitions or other papers to the register at least 
one day before the meeting thereof in order that he may know at 
the meeting of every Court what business is to be done that day and 
provide the necessary references thereto. Otherwise if the Court is 
fully employed such papers will be deferred till the next Coxu*t. 

That the allowance made for the maintenance of persons confined 
for debt by their creditors be in some shape proportionable 
to the station they formerly held in life and that on no account a 
smaller subsistence be admitted than what the Company give to 
criminals. 

It having frequently happened that bills have been filed in 
the Court by persons properly now resident on the island, who, on 
finding they are likely to be cast have withdrawn themselves from 
the place, whereby the Court have suffered through the loss of com- 
mission and their servants by the loss of their fees, it is in future 
to be observed as a standing rule that no bill be admitted till such 
time as proper security has. been given to the register for all costs. 
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Farther if any attorney takes a cause in hand without the above 
security he shall be obliged to stand to all costs of such suit. 

In order to prevent the many and apparent evils which have 
and do happen from diverse people taking upon themselves the 
management of deceased persons^ estates without a proper power 
from this Court, it is directed to be made public that whoever does 
in future pi'esume to intermeddle in any such estate without having 
previously obtained a proper power and authority from this Court 
and thereby rendered themselves accountable for their administra- 
tion, shall be deemed to act in contempt of the Court and shall be 
treated accordingly to the utmost extent of the law. As this Court 
never refuse granting the administration of any estate to the person 
who is most properly entitled thereto, it is proposed as a rule 
in future that whoever takes upon himself the management of 
any deceased person’s estate without a proper power or any reason- 
able excuse for not having obtained it, shall on account of such 
behaviour forfeit all title to the legal administration and the Court 
be at liberty to provide to themselves an administrator. In order 
to prevent any estate suffering by not being timely administered, 
it is resolved tlxat if no application is made to this Court for a power 
of administering within thirty days of such person’s decease that the 
Court do then of themselves appoint an administrator as before men- 
tioned. And farther obsemdng that the oath taken both by executors 
and administrators for the due delivery of their accounts is not a 
sufficient cheek, but that many people are very deficient in this material 
point and often entirely neglect it, it is directed that the Register do 
in future, when the time of delivering in these accounts is expired, 
give notice thereof to any such executors or administrators as appear 
dilatory. And upon their still neglecting or refusing to comply with 
this necessary form in law, that he make a report of the same to this 
Court who will then take proper notice of such behaviour. Further 
that all wills presented to Court in Portuguese or other foreign language 
be translated into English ere probates are granted. That the 
Sheriff do in future, on the return of all writs issued from this Court 
for lev}dng of money by sale or otherwise, render in the full amount of 
such money levied without making any deduction therefrom for his 
fees or charges, a bill of which he must first present to this Court 
before it will be allowed or paid. And he is required strictly to order 
his officer the Marshal to attend this Court with four sepoys every coui-t- 
day and he himself be also farther made acquainted that in future 
he accept of no orders from the Mayor or any other single member of 
this Court, hut that all orders be in the name of the Court and through 
their Register. That he be also reminded when attachments are laid 
on that the intention thereof is for the security of the complainant not 
with a view to distress the person complained of, and, though the law 
requires that all possible security be given the complainant, it never- 
theless directs that no unnecessary distress he put upon the defendant. 
Also that he be ordered to observe it as a standing rule that in taking 
the necessary steps for the security of the complainant, he at the same 
time show all possible- and consistent lenitjr towards the defendant, and, 
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to the utmost o£ his power, take every means to preserve such goods 
that may come under his hands from damage by weather or otherwise, 
and for the more effectually attaining of this end that he hioisclt be 
personally present at the laying on of every attachnient. That the 
vereadores of Bombay and Mahira be strictly ordered to deliver in 
monthly proper and authenticate lists of all persons deceased within 
their districts in order that powers may be granted to the heirs of such 
as die possessed of estates to act as executors or administrators, and 
the Court be satisfied that regular inventories and partilks are 
properly and timely completed which they are as usual to deliver in 
for the confirmation of this Court. Further that they he ordered 
immediately to deliver in the inventories and partillas of all such 
estates as have not yet been rendered. Being of opinion that tbeir ba|jk- 
wardness in complying with the orders of the Court, and often acting 
in neglect or even in contempt of it, can proceed from no good cause, 
it is resolved that in future they shall be treated with more seve- 
rity and upon the least appearance of neglect or contempt in not paying 
a punctual obedience to the orders issued, they be reprimanded or fined 
at the Coiii't'’s discretion 

At a Consultation on the 26th J uly 1763, after reading this letter, the 
Board record : Read letter from the Honourable Mayork Court enclosing 
a set of regulations and table of fees for onr approbation and requesting 
tbe commission on all suits may be limited to Rs. 200 iiiste-ad of Rs. 1 00 
tbe sum hitherto collected, as tbe Couit's expenses have of late exceeded 
tbeir income. Also that the Aldermen may be indulged with the 
Honourable Compauy^s palanquins and coolies in preference to other 
inhabitants ; and that we would order some presses to be made at the 
Honourable Company’s expense for containing their papers — Ordered 
that tbe letter and regulations be sent round to tbe several members 
for tbeir perusal and that the Court be desired to send us a comparative 
view of the fees originally established, those lately collected, and what 
now proposed, that we may judge bow far the same are reasonable. 
Tbe letter and vegnktions will then be considered and in the interim 
the Secretary will furnish them with such presses as he can spare. 
The Court to be debited for tbe same and to pay for them when able." 

On the proposed rules of tbe Mayor’s Court, in their despatches dated 
12th and 26th March 17 66, the Court of Directors write : The letter to you 
from the Mayor’s Court dated 21st July 1763, enclosing their proposed 
reguktions in the piaetiee of that Court, contains in it a very extra- 
ordinary remark indeed, namely : that they have of themselves a power 
to establish these rules, though their being submitted to us is noways 
conti-adictory to the tenour of his late Majesty’s Charter. If those 
gentlemen Im resorted to that Charter they would have found that 
the power given them to frame rules of practice, or to do any other 
thing necessary for the administration of justice is expressly upon 
condition that they do from time to time give an account thereof to 


' Pub. Biary 41 of 1763, 490 - 496. 
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the Company, and so as that the same be subject to our approbation 
control and alteration, to whom full power is given to make such rules 
and orders for the better administration of justice as we shall think 
fit and necessary. Though the rules made by the Mayor^s Court, so far 
as they are not i^epugnant to those made by us, are to remain in force 
until we shall think fit to revoke or alter them, yet we desire that it 
may be understood by that court that it is their indispensable duty, 
immediately on their making any such rules or orders, to cause them 
to be transmitted to us for our consideration, and that we have full 
power over them to confirm, revoke, altei*, amend, or explain as we 
shall think necessary or expedient. We desire likewise that it may be 
signified to the Court, that so far from not having any objectiou, 
which they hope, that on the contrary our reasons and objections are 
insuperable, not only against enlarging or mcreasing their commission 
on causes of a large amount, but to their having any commission at 
all upon causes of any amount or of any kind. We are astonished, if 
this practice had subsisted and was within our knowledge, that we 
have not from the time it became so put a total stop to it. The very 
idea of judges being paid a commission or receiving a reward upon the 
sums they decree to be due is temptation enough to bias their judg- 
ments, and to prevent them dealing forth Justice, not to mention the 
great injustice to those suitors on whom it falls to contribute to tliis 
commission. If, therefore, the expenses of the Mayoi*^s Court exceed 
their income, some other means of supply must be devised. For it is 
our positive order that this practice be forthwith discontinued, which 
brings disgrace upon their proceedings and hardships upon every 
individual who is obliged to resort for justice to them.^ 

On receipt of these orders from the Directors, on 4th May 1767, the 
Eegister of the Mayors Court writes to Government: I am directed 
by the Honourable the Mayor^s Court to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Honourable the Court of DirectoxV commands of the 26th March 1766, 
relative to the regulations proposed by their Court in the year 1763. 
Eespecting tins they now beg to acquaint your Honour that on a 
reconsideration they are perfectly satisfied with their present method 
of practice as laid down in the instructions to the Charter, and are 
desirous to give your Honourable Board and the Honourable Company 
no farther trouble regarding them.^ 

Read (5th May 1767) a letter from the Mayor^s Court in answer to 
the paragraph of the Honourable Company's commands of the 26th 
March 1766, \vherein they express their entire satisfaction with their 
present method of practice and their desire of not further troubling 
the Honourable Company or us on the subject of the regulations pro- 
posed by them in the year 1763. This must be noticed to the 
Honourable Company in our address by DemnshireA 

A Consultation of the 4th November 1766 records : Bead a letter 


1 Pub, I>ep. Cotirt^s Letters Yol 7 of 1766 - 1768, 169-161, 369 - 170, 
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Chapter. ;?*■ 

Justice* 

Mayor’s Court 
Eegolations, 
1766. 


1767. 


Cliapfcer Y. 

Justice. 

Palanquin 

Coolies, 

1766. 


Mayor's Court 
Pees, 

1767. 


Powers of 
Mayor’s Court, 
1769. 


,, IHistorkal' 

40 BOMBAY TOWN 


from tlie Honourable the Mayor^s Court requesting that the meiiibers 
thereof may be furnished with palanquin coolies. We are very sen- 
sible of the propriety of indulging theni in this respect and should 
therefore very readily comply with their request if the number of the 
people under the Collector would admit of it. But as that is not the 
ease the Secretary is ordered to signify the same to them. 'At the 
same time if they can procure a sufficient nuinbei* from the other side 
or elsewhere^ the Collector will not interfere with them.^ 

The following extracts relate to the jurisdiction of and the fees 
levied in the Mayor'^s Court. A Consultation of the 6th November 
1767 records : The President now lays before the Board a letter address- 
ed to himfrom the Honourable the Mayor's Court aceompanjdng a list 
of £ees_, which being altered agreeable to what he signified to them on 
this subject^ are now approved and signed by him and ordered to 
follow this Consultation.” 

At a Consultation, the I8th April 1769, the Board read the fol- 
lowing letter from the Register to the Mayor’s Court to the President and 
Council^ dated Bombay 8th April 1769: i am directed by the Honourable 
the Mayor's Court to enclose two legal questions which have lately 
arisen in the course of their proceedings. First whether the Court can 
try an action for defamation; and second how it can grant a commission 
of lunacy. On these points the Court request your Honour, through 
the channel of the Honourable the Court of Directors^ will obtain the 
advice of counsel in England for their guidance in future. They like- 
wise direct me to request your Honour will apply to the Honourable 
the Court of Directors for a set of instructions for executing the present 
Charter, drawn up in alike ample manner with the instructions formerly 
sent out for executing the old charter. As the two charters convey 
different powers, the Court think: instructions are as requisite to the pre- 
sent as they were to the former, and will be a certain means to prevent 
error or doubt in their proceedings. The Court having occasion to 
refer to the paragraph of a letter from the Honourable the Court of Direc- 
tors of the 4th April 1767 handed to them by your Honour, wherein the 
method of depositing the balances of estates in their treasury in the 
name of the Accountant General is censured as an irregular practice, 
have ordered the Register to acquaint your Honour, that this practice, 
however irregular it may now be deemed, is of an equal date with the 
first appointment of the office of an Accountant General to their Court. 
It will appear the first deposits were made in January 1745 under the 
following heads : rs q ’■ 

The Estate of Captain Hercules Courtney ... 204 0 85 

Hnssan Allani against Fakru Munji Mahomed... 203 3 30 

BamanJiva against Eolakbhai Hassanbhari ... 44 2 55 

The Estate of James Verelst ... ... 1713 0 30 


Total ... 2165 3 0 


^ fom. Gov, Oonsnitation 4th Nov. 1766. Pub. Mary 47 of 1766, 718. 

Bom. Cov. Consultation 6th Hov. 1767, Pub, Diarv 49 of 1767 filQ Frtr 
of fees see above footnote 1 pages 11 - 12. ^ ‘*®*®*'® 
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Tin's me tliod has been coiitimtiecim all time past as the books o! that 
oflleo will show. The Honourable Company are pleased to direct that 
in future such moneys shall be paid into the treasury for bills of 
exchange. As to this the Court would acquaint your Honour that it 
se ldom happens any money is deposited in this manner. The only ease is 
when the eonneetioiis in Europe of the person deceased^ his heirs executors 
or any persons in whose favour the bills might be drawn, are unknown 
and the money is lodged in the treasury as a place of the greatest 
sGcirrity until it appears to the Court whose projcerty it is. In this 
light only have such funds been considered suitors^ money. ' At the 
same time the Court being very desirous as far as is in their power to 
comply with the Honourable Company's intentions, they have directed 
me to request your Honour will explain to them tlxe above mentioned 
paragraph, and point out the particular method in which you choose 
any such sums should be paid in futured 

The Board ordered the questions be referred to the Court of Directors 
by the JjJssex and that consideration of them be at present deferred.^ 

The following answers to the Mayor^s Court'^s questions were received 
in a despatch from the Directors dated Sth April 1770 : As reg^ards 
defamation the Company's solicitor decides that as the Mayor'’s Court 
have by the charter of justice a power to try all civil actions, there 
is no doubt their authority extends to actions for defamatory words, 
which must be proved by written evidence in the manner other suits 
are determined in that Court. If the charge is proved the Court may 
adjudge and decree the defendant to pay what sum of money they 
shall think reasonable by way of damages for the injury the plain tiif 
shall have sustained. As regards the commission in lunacy the opinion 
is that, the Mayor^s Court having no authority vested in them by the 
charter of justice to issue commissions of lunacy, they can exercise no 
such jurisdiction.^ 

At a Consultation of the 20th December 1774 the Board read a 
letter from the Register of the Mayor^s Court by the Courtis direction, 
enclosing in consequence of our order a copy of the present table of 
fees and another of the fees established in the year 17 67 . Both lists are 
now considered and such a table is drawn out for the future as we 
esteem proper to be eollected. Ordered that a copy of this table be 
transmitted to the Mayor^s Court with directions that none of their 
oSicers be permitted to levy fees in excess of the ainoants therein 
allowed to be charged, and that a copy of it be hung up in the most 
conspicuous part of the Court-room for the information of all persons 
whateveiA 

Four years, later, at a Consultation on the 25th November 1778, the 
Board considered a statement of the charges of the Mayor^s Court 
which amounted in the past year to Rs. 3772. After consideration 


' Pub. Diary S3 of 1769, 455-466. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation ISfch April 1769, Pub, Diary 63 of 1769, 452, 

® Enclosures to the Court of Directors’ Letters Vol. 8, 151. . 

^ Bom. Gov, Consultation 20th Dec. 1774, Pub. Diary 60 of 1774j 901. For details- 
of fees see footnote 1 pages 11-12, 

B 1006-6 : 


Chapter 

Justice^ 

Powers of 
Mayor’s Court, 
1769. 


Ma 3 'or’s Court 
Fees, 
1774. 


Mayor’s Court 
(Jhargesj 
1778. 




Chapter ¥. 

Justice. 

Mayort Court 
Charges^ 
1778. 




42 / BOMBAY TOWN : 

tte Board order that their deeisioa on the manner of defraying these 
charges bedeferred,^ 

At their next Consultation (5th December' 1778) the question being 
put in what manner these charges are to be defrayed : (1) Mr. Eamsay is 
of opinion that as there appears no other method^ the charges accord- 
ing to the account delivered m_, should be defrayed by the Honourable 
Company, and that the Company should be further recommended to 
settle some handsome allowances for the Mayor and Aldermen. (2) 


3 Diary 74 of 1778, 843. The details of the cliargcs are : 

(1) Mayor’s Office (Es. 87 a month) 

One head Purvoe and linguist 

One second 

One set palanquin bearers... 

One havnkldr ... ... . 

bleven sepoys at Re. 1 each 
One liaiilkbor for Town Hall 

(2) Register's Office (Ks. 107 a month) 

. (aj Record Office : 

One head writer ... 

One second ditto 

One third ditto 

(Ij) Cxirrent Office : 

One (ientu linguist 

One Portuguese linguist ... 

One head copying Rurvoe 

One second ditto ... 

One third ditto ... 

Three sepoys at PiS. 2 each 

(3) Examiner’s Office (Rs. 21a month) 

PurToes and sepoys 

(4) Officers attending the Court (Rs, 21 a month) 

Grier 
' RAji 

Bi'^hmas' ... '■ 

Pad le ... 

Total 


PiS. a month. 

25 

20 

30 

3 

7 

2 


15 

12 

10 


20 

20 

10 

8 

() 

G 

21 

S 

4 

5 


235 


Total monthly office charges for twelve months ... 

|B) ■ Yearly ■ charges : ' , ■■ 

Expense of new lining, and trimming, to tlie Mayor’s palaii- 
. c|iiu on 'every new ■■'ekctM ^ ... 

' , Yearly ...preaent made ho.'Mayor’s.Fur%’'oeB, for a shawl ; 

Expense of new clothing for havaldir, JMayor’s sepoys and 
coolies, Aldermen’s sepoys, Register’s and Examiner’s 
sepoys, feheraUyx‘ome.-to'ai^^^ 

Contingent exipeuses including books for minutes and records 
and stationery for all the Offices, summer head-shades for 
all the servants, and other extra charges tho ])articulars of 
which cannot be exactly specitied but*^ which for six years 
past have not on average amounted to a less sum than 


2832 

12D 

70 

400 


Total yearly expense xinder all heads ... 3772 

The Court by an unanimous resolution has chai’ged upon the surplus of the com- 
mission a luontlily pension of Rs. 40 for the support and maintenance of the infant 
orphan daughter of the late Worshipful Edward Warner Esquire, deceased, during her 
natorallife, subject to the ord^r of this Court and which pension to this time (21st 
Kovemlx^r 1 778} the oi-phan’s trustees have accordingly received in her behalf Pub 
Blarj 74 of 1778, 882. 

Account of the expenses of the Court of Appeals : A Portuguese writer Bs. 20 a 
month, a Porvo® Es. 10 a month, a crier Be. 4 a nmnth, or a total of Bs, 34 a month 
that m Its. 408 a yew. Pub., ilary Y4df 1778, 881. Porrest’s Home Series, II. 232. 
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Mr. Aslibnrner is o£' tbe same opmioB., (3) Mr. Staeldioiise is of opinion 
that the c4iarges aecording to the account delivered in, should be de- 
frayed by the Honourable Company and that proper allowances should 
be settled for the Mayor and Aldermen* (4) Mr. Moore is of the 
same opinion and thinks the allowances for the Mayor should, be settled 
at Rs. 100 a month and for each Alderman at Rs. 50 a month. In this 
Mr. Stackhouse concurs. (5) Mr. Carnac is of opinion tliat as puldic 
Justice is a public benefit, the exj)ense of administering it should !:« 
defrayed by the public and that as the Honourable Company by fixing 
salaries for the Mayor and Accountant General have ascertained how 
far they meant to contribute towards defraying the charges of the 
Court, it will not be agreeable to them to be put to any further charge. 
At any rate in his opinion the Aldermen should receive nothing farther 
than an allowance of Rs. 30 a month for a palanquin. (6) Mr. Draper 
and the President (Mr. Hornby) are of opinion that the charges should 
be borne by the suitors. The ojunions being* collected, it is carried by 
a majority tlmt the charges according to the account delivered, shall bo 
defrayed by the Honoiiral.)le Company, which is resolved accordingly ; 
and that the amount thereof being Rs. 3772 a year be issued from 
the land pay oflice to the register in monthly payments to commence 
from the day the eolieeting of commission (on the sum or value of 
the property decreed in every suit or action) was abolished. The 
Mayor^s Court having hitherto allowed out of the commission cash a 
monthly pension of Rs. 40 to the orphan child of the late Mr. Edward 
Warner a servant of the Company''s, a youngs man. of a good 
character and died totally insolvent, resolved as the child is left 
entirely destitute by the father’s relations, that as an act of charity 
the pension be continued and borne by the Honourable Company, 
The expenses of the Court of Ax>peals amounting, according to an account 
laid before us by the Register to Rs. 34 a month, must also be defrayed 
by the Honourable Company. It is resolved and hereby made a stand- 
ing order that no Conipany^s servant of the rank of waiter be hereafter 
pjermitted to commence as attorney in the Mayor'^s Court, as the 
whole term of their wnitersliip ought to be devoted to the Company's 
business. It is ordered that this resolution be communicated to 
the Mayor^s Court that they may not in future admit any writers as 
attorneys.^ 

In consequence of a letter from the Mayor^s Court, it is resolved 
that the members of the Court be allowed Rs. 30 a month for a palan- 
quin, to commence from the same term as the payment of their 
other charges.^ 

At a Consultation, the 18th March 1779, the Board read the 
following letter from the Register of the Mayor^s Court tothe President 
and Council, dated Bombay Town Hall 8th March 1779 : I am 
directed by the Honourable the Mayor^s Court to request you will be 
pleased to fill up the two seats of Judges made vacant by the resignation 


^ Bom, Gov. Consultation 5th Dec. 1778, Pub, Diarj 74 of 1778, 876-878. 

2 Bom. Got. Consultation 23rd April 177% Bilb* Diary 75 of 177% 257. Comp, of 
Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1753-1788, 298. 
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of Mr, Alderman Thomas Holmes and the departure for Europe of Mr, 
Alderman Eiehmond Smith, I am further eommaiidecl to acquaint your 
Honourable Board that on the most serious consideration of the reasons 
assigned Sir. Thomas Holmes for leave to resign his gown in a 
letter this day read, this Court beg leave to recommend that all 
future vacancies on this benc-h may be filled up by gentlemen not in 
the service of the Honourable Company^ 

After consideration the Board record the following entry : Though 
it has been the practice for several years for the Mayor^s Court to 
admit of the resignation of their members in particular cases, yet it is 
very evident from the Charter that they have no such power, and that, 
except in certain contingencies therein expressed, an alderman is to 
continue in office for life, therefore it must be signified to the Court 
that such practice will not be admitted in future. The Charter ^ having 
made us the judges what persons to appoint aldermen, we think the 
Mayors Court liave no right to interfere therein or to recommend what 
Iversons should be made choice of,” 

In the following year instructions on certain points of legal proce- 
dure we]*e received in a letter from the Court of Directors, dated 5th 
July 1 780. The Directors write: We enclose you a copy of the 
ojunion of George Ilous Esq. tlie Company's Standing Counsel on the 
following questions : 

1. Whether an Alderman of Bombay can resign his office; and if 
lie can, whether such resignation should be made to the Mayot^s 
Court or to the Governor and Council ? 

2. Whether a Coroner can be appointed for Bombay and by 
whom ? To these opinions you are to conform yourselves. 

The Directors continue : It is not in our power to control the pro- 
eeeiiings in the Mayor^s Court. The jurisdiction granted to them by 
charter is to try civil causes arising within the town or factory of 
Br>mbay or n ithin any of the factories subject or subordinate thereto. 
Therefore, although the Chief of Mahim may have usually taken upon 
himself to exercise a judicial authority in determining little matters of 
property !>etween the inhabitants of that district, as related in para- 
graph 181 of your letter of 30th April 1779, we apprehend that such 
liroeeedings are not warranted or legal At the same time in eases where 
both parties are desirous to avoid the trouble expense and delay of a suit 
in the Mayor's Coint, they may do^ it by a reference; and whatever 
the Chief of Maliim shall detei^mine in quality of arbitrator respecting 
the rights of the parties, will be binding upon the Mayor's Court Z 
ail award. But if the parties refuse to perform the award without 
compulsion its execution can be enforced only in the ]?tIayor's Court. 

In 1793 the Mayor's Court was abolished and in its place was 
established the Kecorder's Court, tlie first recorder being Sir William 
Syer, Bart. 


^ l ub. Diary 75 o! 1779, 188, 

= Bom. «.!ov. Consnltation lS«i March 1779, Pub. Diarv 75 of 1779 170 
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. The following extracts relate to the establishmeiit of this Eeeorder^s 
Court. On the 25th May 1798, the Court of Directors write to 
Bombay : In piirsuanee of an act' in the last session of Parliament 
.His Majesty’-, has seen fit by his royal charter to establish a new Court of 
.Judicature 40' be. held 'for the settlement of Bombay and the territuries 
subject to that Government. It is styded the Court of the Eeeorder 
of Bombay and is to consist of a Eeeorder and the May^^or and three 
of the Aldermen of Bombay all of whom are by^ turns to act as Judges 
in the new Court by rotation as pointed out in the charter which will 
be delivered to you by Sir William Syer -whom His Majesty'* has 
appointed to the office of Recorder. Upon the arrival of Sir William 
ymi must in concert with him do wdiat is neeessaiy on the part of tlie 
Government for the open publication of the new charter and for estab- 
lishing the new Court in its functions. Upon that event the Mayor^s 
Court and Court of Appeals and the present Court of Oynr and Tor- 
miner will be at an end and all their powers and authorities will cease. 
From that time these powers will be exercised by the Court of the 
Eeeorder which is invested with the whole civil and erimhial Juris- 
diction at present belonging to the MayoFs Court and Court of Oyer 
and Terminer. The records of both these Courts must be delivered 
over to, and be deposited with, the new Court. The appointment of 
the ministerial officers of the Court is to be made by the Court itself. 
We feel confident that in making such appointments the Court will 
pay every attention to make the arrangement both in regard to the 
numbers and emoluments of the officers as economical as shall be con- 
sistent with the due and punctual administration of Justice. As ^vell 
for this purpose as upon eveiy other occasion we direct that all our 
servants give such information and assistance as may be in their power 
and shall be recpiisite towards the establishment of tlie Court upon 
such a footing as shall be most conducive to the ends of public Justice 
and the furthering His MaJesty^s gracious intentions for the benefit 
o£ the inhabitants of the countries comprised in the jurisdiction 
granted to the new Court. You will observe by the Act of Parliament, 
in pursuance of wdiieh the present charter is granted, that the MayoFs 
Court only is to be abolished. The Corporation of the Mayor and 
Aldermen erected by the charter of the 8th January 1753 is to remain 
entire and to be continued as directed in that instrument. The Act 
of Parliament provides that the Recorder is to be paid the yearly 
salary of £5000 at an exchange of 2s. and 6d, for the Bombay 
nipee. We direct that this salary shall be paid aGeo^dingly^ It 
is to commence from the day on which Sir "William Sy^er shall embark 
from Great Britain. His Ma-Jesty has seen fit to declare by’* the 
charter that the Recorder for the time being shall be entitled to rank 
next after the Governor of Bombay. We therefore direct that he shall 
enjoys such rank and that Sii* William Syer shall have every attention 
shown to him which is due to his high situation and his own merits. 
We direct that by the earliest conveyance after the establishment of 
the Court shall be formed, you send us an account of it as well as 
copies of all rules and regulations which may be ^framed, and also in 
future of all alterations which may be made therein from time to 

’ iPub* D'C|>. Court’s bettersTot 14 of17tp-179r;;i70- 178, 
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Eefening to ttese instraotions on the 29tli January 1799 Govern- 
ment OTite to the Court of Directors: Sir William Syer arrived 
here on your ship the Melville GmtU on the 29th September (1798). 
Since his arrival the estabHshnient of this new Court has had full effect 
ill pursuance of the clauses in the Act. The necessary instructions 
have lieen issued to the proper officers in regard to the pajmient of Ins 
salary and his rank has been fully, promulgated. ^lYe sliall also 
puiietiially attend to your requisition to be furnislied with copies of all 
the rules "and regulations which may be framed in this new Court, 
which we liave noticed to the Eegister that he may take care to furnish 
us with themJ 

In the same letter of 29th January 1799 Government eontimie : 
Enclosed we have the honour to submit to your Honourable Court an 
addi’ess from the Corporation of Mayor and Aldermen at this place 
aceompaii’ed by a letter on the subject from Sir Wiliiam Syer the 
Eectorder, by the estalilishment of ■which Court it would appear that 
all tlie advantages they formerly derived from the execution of their 
judicial functions as civil magistrates have been entirely superseded 
by the provisions in the late charter, while at the same time their duties 
are increased by the share they are now obliged to take in the admin- 
istration of criminal justice. The pecuniary advantages they formerly 
enjoyed appear to have been derived from the practice founded 
under an established usage rather than on law. By this usage the 
Mayor was in the habit of holding wdiat was termed his private Court 
for the decision by summary process of causes of small value between 
the natives. The established fees of this Court are averaged by the 
present Corporation to have yielded an annual income of Es. 25,000. 
At the same time we deem it advisable that your Honourable Court 
might more fully judge of the authority or cause of the original estab- 
Ii.shment of this Court of small causes, the nature and extent of the 
duties performed in it, the degree of convenienee derived therefrom 
to the community or of ineoBveiiienee from its abolition, the rates of 
hics established for this private practice and how authorised and col- 
lectal We therefore beg leave to lay before you a report on these 
several heads by your Solicitor, which we have required of him with 
tlic view of leaving to your Honourable Court to determine how far 
the re-establishment of this Court and fees may or may not prove the 
more eligible means of still recompensing the Mayor and Aldermen. 
At all events we can suggest no other course which will not be 
attended with heavy expense to the Company. We would further 
remark that the voluntary jurisdiction thus exercised by the Ma}mr 
has teen found of such convenience to the inhabitants that their being 
deprived of that summary course in cases of small value causes con- 
siderable hardship. Whether this or any other consideration should 
operate to the restoration of the Mayoris separate and limited umpirage, 
■^ve presume not to determine, especially as it is probable the Eecorder 
may be able to provide some remedy for the present aeknowdedged evil 
under such a subsidiary rule and summary process as the present charter 


^ Fat. Dtp. Letters to tbe Ooait YoL 32 of 1707 - 1709, 204. 
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may admit o£. Whethei* saeli an arrangement may answer fotiire 
experience will show. Meanwhile w^e haYe to solicit yonr commands as 
to how the claimants are to be rewarded for performing duties w’hich it 
is hardly to be expected they can continue to execute as at present 
gratis. Government further add : Since closing our present address 
we received from the Eeeorder an account of the latest arrangement 
in his newly established Court at this Presidency and his letter on 
the occasion. We submit copies for the information of your Honourable 
Court. Our resolutions in regard to these arrangements will be com- 
municated hereafter.-^ 

On the subject of the memorial mentioned in the above letter the 
Court of Directors write to Bombay on the 28th Auguist 1800^ para- 
graph 65 : In answ^er to the 163rd paragraph of the 29th January 
1799 transmitting a memorial from the Mayor and Aldermen of 
Bombay requesting that some permanent allowance may be granted to 
the Mayor for the time being for his attendance in the Court of the 
Eeeorder^ we must observe that had it been in the contemplation o£ the 
legislature that the Company should sustain any greater expense by 
the institution of this Court than is mentioned in the Act^ it would 
have been so declared. But as neither the Letters Patent of the 13th 
George I. and the 26th of George II. for the establishment of the 
Mayor^s Court nor those of the 37th of his present Majesty for the 
recent institution of the Eecorder^s Court make provision for any salary 
for the Mayor and Aldermen, should not feel ourselves justified in 
complying with the prayer of the memorial.^ 

At a Consultation, the 2nd April 1800, the Board read the 
following letter, dated the 31st March 1800, from the Eegister to the 
Court of the Eeeorder : Honourable Sir, I have the honour to inform 
you, by the direction of the Court of the Eeeorder, that on account of 
the numberless inconveniences attending the present court house (Colonel 
Jones^ house in Marine Street),^ the Court have in consequence of the 
late permission of the Governor signified to the Eeeorder agreed 'with 
Mr, Maister for the Admiralty House (the present Great Western Hotel) 
on the following terms : 

1 . Mr, Maister on behalf of Mr. Hornby agrees to let to the Gov- 
ernment of Bombay the large house called the Admiralty House, 
with the offices and appurtenances thereunto belonging (except the six 
large godowns or wm*ehouses under the same, the large batty -^varelioaso 
thereto belonging in the lane contiguous, and the enclosed godown or 
warehouse in the hack court or yard belonging to the said house), for 
the term of one year commencing on the 1st April 1800 at the rent of 
Es. 500 a month to be paid monthly by the Government of Bombay 
to Mr. Maister or to any other duly appointed attorney of Mr. H ornby. 

2. It is agreed that the Court of the Recorder sliall be erected and 
held in the said house during the said term, but that the chunam 


1 Pub. Dep, Letters to tlie Court Vol. 32 of 1797-1799, 324 -326, 330. 

- Pub. I>ep. Court’s Letters Vol. 15 of ISOO - 1803, 40-41. 

® Pub. Diary 147 of 1800, 998. The negotiations in connection with Colonel JouesJ 
house are given in Bombay Town Materials, II* 494, Colonel Jones’ house is the pre- 
sent Port Trust Bonded Warehouses to the south ,of the GoYorniaent Central Pjwss. 
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floor or terrace in tlie lai’ge Imll sflall not be broken or daniagecl by 
means tbereof, nor shall Mr. Maister be at any expense in the 
erection or removal of the said Court. 

3. That Mr. Maister shall put and keep in repair during the term 
the roof; tiles^ matS; and Venetian blinds belonging to the said 
premises. 

4. That Mr. Maister shall also put in repair the glass windows, 
locks and bolts, and leads for the windows, which shall afterwards be 
kept and left by the GoverDment in the same repair in which they 
shall be received. 

5. That Mr. Maister and his assigns shall at all times during 
the term have free ingress egress and regress to and from all the 
godowns or warehouses and other parts of the premises excepted out 
of this agreement. 

6. That if either party should be unwilling to extend or prolong 
this term, he shall give two months^ notice of his intention to the 
other previous to the expiration thereof . 

I have the honour further to acquaint you by the direction of the 
Court that not having occasion for the whole of the premises, and 
wishing to put the Government to as little expense as possible, they 
have agreed to let a part of the premises to Mr. Cleaver for Rs. 200 a 
month, the rent to commence on 1st April 1800 and to be paid monthly 
to the Government. I am also further to add that suflicient room 
will be left on the premises for the reception or accommodation of sucli 
furniture as belongs to the Government and was heretofore deposited 
in the said house for the use of the admiralty. I am also directed 
to request that you will be pleased to give directions to the civil archi- 
tect to remove the court from the present court house to the admiralty 
house. 

Below this letter the following entry is recorded : The Board from 
a desire of aSording every accomnxodation' to the Recorder's Court 
acquiesce in the above reported arrangement. The civil paymaster to be 
advised thereof with directions to recover the monthly rent stipulated to 
be paid by Mr. Cleaver for his portion of the building in question ; and 
to remove the Court as suggested in the last paragraph. Mr. Pearson 
is also to be instructed to credit this house with the monthly sum of 
Rs. 50, being the amount that he reported to the Government would 
be required for the hire of a godown to keep the admiralty furni- 
ture in, which is now to remain in the court house.^ 

Regarding the Prothonotary^s ojBSee on the 25th July 1799 Govern- 
ment write to the Court of Directors : Upon a representation from 
the Recorder of which we had the honour to advise your Honourable 
Court under date the 13th June last, we liave since taken into coxr- 
sideration the inadequacy of the Prothonotary's office establishment, 
and finding a considerable increase thereof absolutely necessary to 
enable him to bring up the records of his department now much in 
arrear and to furnish copies for Europe, we have agreed to allow him 
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to draw on tkis aeeonnt at the monthly rate of Rs, 850* The allow- 
ance to commence with the institution of the Recorder's Co\irt at tliis 
Presidency and to continue until the 15th June 1800^ when it is hojied 
the records will be sufficiently advanced to admit of a revision of the 
establishment authorised.^ 

Refemng to the above letter Government write on the 29th Novem- 
!>er 1800, paragraph 64 : In our address of the 25th July 1799 we had 
the honour to advise your Honourable Court of an allowance granted to 
the Prothonotary and Register for the Recorders Court for an establish- 
ment to bring up the records of the late MayoPs Court and for con- 
tingencies of office. This allowance being granted for a specific i>eriod 
ceased on the 15th of June last, but the present Prothonotary having 
lepresented the arrears of this department and other necessary business 
in it absolutely requiring the continuanee of the establishment for some 
time longer, we have accordingly sanctioned it under such restrictions 
ns will, we trust, obviate its misapplication or duration beyond the 
period it may he indispensably required.^ 

On the 81st December 1801 the Court write : If the extra allowance 
of Rs. 550 a month for copying the proceedings of the late Mayor^s 
Court shall not have ceas^, we direct Rmt the same be forthwith 
discontinued.^ 

Six months later, SOth June 1802, Government write : A copy of the 
SSrd paragraph was transmitted immediately on receipt to the Court 
of Keeorder at this Presidency and to the pay and audit depariments, 
but your Honourable Court will perceive that the Prothonotarv'^s extm 
allowance had previously attmcted our notice and that it was ordered 
to cease on the 31st May last. ^ 

Next year, 5th February 1 803, Government explain : In connection 
with the subject of the 33rd paragraph of the Honourable CourPs 
commands of the 31st of December requiring the discontinuance of an 
extra allowance granted to the Prothonotary of the Recorders Coiu-t 
at this Presidency, we take this opportunity of observing that it appears 
by our recoids that the Recorder made a repicsentation to us on the 
11th of June 1799 respecting tliat officers establishment for clerks 
peons and other items amounting to Rs. 500 a month, with Es. 50 
for office rent and Rs. 300 on account of clothing for the Court and 
Aldermen-^s peons, stationery, and annual presents of shawls, the whole 
amounting to Rs. 850, Out of the farmer sum of Rs, 500 the Register 
was to employ a sufficient number of writers for the purpose of 
completing the records of the late Mayoris Court w^hich w'-ere directed 
to be brought up and transmitted to your Honourable Court, On the 
11th June 1799 we sanctioned this establishment of Es. 850 and 
ordered that the Prothonotary should make a monthly report to the 
civil auditor of his progress in copying the records, in order that when 
completed this establishment should be revised. In April 1800 the 

^ Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vpl. S2 ot 1797 - 1799, 377. 
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Court was removed to the Admiralty House and £rom_ period the 
sum of Ks. 50 for office rent has been disrontmued. On the 
of April lft02 the Prothonotary reported to the civil auditor that the 
records of the late Mayor's Court would be completed in the ensmng 
month. In consequence of this a revision took place and the establish- 
ment of the office of Prothonotary to the Recorder's Court now stands 
as follows: For clerks and peons Rs. 335; clothing and stationery 
Ss. 164.-2-0; total Rs. 499-2-0; making a reduction of Ks 300-2-0. 
On this in a letter of the 31st August 1804, paragraph 91, the Court 
write that the matter is already replied to.^ 

On the 7th October 1802 Sir William Syer died and on the 20tli 
October 1802 Government write to the Court of Directes : It is 
with much eoueern that we amouiiee to your Honourable Court the 
death on the 7th instant of Sir William Syer, the Recorder at this 
Presidency, In consequence of this unlooked-for event the measures 
prescribed by the Charter have been adopted by the Mayor of .the 
Corporation, whereby the junior judge of the Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature at Madras has been invited to repair to this Presidency to supply 
the vacancy that has thus occurred. On this occasion we consider it 
as no more than a duty of justice to the memory of the deceased to 
make known to your Honourable Court the very favourable impression 
left on the public mind by the faithful and upright discharge of the 
important functions of the high office of Recorder while held by the 
late Sir William Syer. His death will long be viewed as a very serious 
loss to this community. It constitutes a peculiar subject of regret to 
your Government with whi(h Sir William preserved the utoost har- 
mony throughout his most useful and judicious administration of tlie 
authorities vested in Mm which he never sought to exercise hit for 
the essential and important purposes of insuring impartial justice to 
tiiose within the limits of his jurisdiction without seeking to extend 
them beyond that criterion or to cramp your Government in the exe- 
cution of theirs. In truth he was in all respect so dignified and worthy 
a character that his memory cannot be held in too great honour and 
we have only to wish that his successor may tread in his steps. ^ 

Referring to this event the Court write to Bombay on the 31st August 
1804, paragraph 68 : We are concerned at the information communi- 
cated in these paragraphs of the death of Sir William Syer,® 

As has already been noticed, the Governor and Council continued to 
exercise the same criminal jurisdiction under the new Charter of 1753 as 
under the old of 1726. In spite of frequent complaints the county still 
continued liable for the cost of criminal justice. At a Consultation dated 
the 26th October 1 762 the Board read a letter foom the Clerk of the Peace 
submitting the following representation from the Grand Jury to the Court 
of Sessions, dated Bombay 22nd October 1762 : That notwithstanding 
the frequent and large assessments laid thereon, this county is greatly 
indebted, owing to the increase of European prisoners*' charges which 

JPub. Bep. Letters totbeConrt VoL 33 of 1800-1803, 239-240. Fub. Dep. 
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of late have fallen, very heavy on the inferior inhabitants and in which 
they have humbly requested some method may be fallen on for their 
f utare relief. The Grand Jury do therefore request the Court will 
represent it to the Honourable Company, that the fines annually 
eollected may in future he applied for easing the county in some shape 
of the heavy load they at present labour under. ^ This the Board agree 
I# transmit for the observation of their Honourable Masters.^ 

The following extract shows that the question of swearing on the 
cow in the criminal courts was again raised. At a Consultation 
of the 25th July 1771 the Board read the following letter from the 
Clerk of the Peace, dated 23rd July 1771 : One of the prisoners having 
objected to the present mode of administeinng oaths to the Gentus as 
not sufficiently binding and having desired tlm,t his witnesses might 
be sworn on a cow, the Grand Jury have delivered it as their opinion 
that this is the most effectual and indeed the only way of obliging 
these people to- speak the truth and have recommended the adopting 
of this method of administering oaths to that caste, as the same is 
practised at Fort William and Fort St. George and was formerly 
practised here. On reading the above the Board decide that its consi- 
deration be deferred.® 


At a Consultation the 9th May 1775 the Board read the following 
letter from Mr. Edward Ravenscroft Clerk of the Peace, dated 
Bombay 8th May 1775 : His Majesty^s Justices at tlyj last quarter 
sessions assembled, have directed me to represent to your Honour that 
in the month of March last a most horrid mni*der was committed on 
a Banian ]>oy named Pit^mbar, whose body was afterwards found in a 
house inhabited by a number of the people called BMtias, That 
although a strict examination was made into this affair by the acting 
magistrate and afterwards by the Grand Jury, no evidence could be 
found sufficient to fix the charge upon any particular persons. His; 
Majesty^s Justices therefore, as the only likely method to effect a 
discovery, have directed me to recommend to your Honour to offer a 
handsome reward and promise of protection to any persons who will 
give information regarding this murder so tliat the offenders may be 
brought to justice.'^ Below this letter is the following entry : Agreed 
tliat we comply with the desire of the Court. The Secretary is 
therefore ordered to issue a publication offering a reward of Es. 500 
for the discovery of the murder so that the offenders may be brought 
to justice ; and assuring the perso>n or persons who may make this 
discovery, that he or they shall receive every protection on this account 
that they can desire or that we can afford them.® 

The keeping of the jail in proper repair was always a matter of great 
difficulty as the proceeds of the county cess levied on the householders 
for jail purposes seem never to have been sufficient. At a Consultation 
on the 24th July 1771 the Board read the following letter from the 
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Clerk of the Peace, dated 23rd April 1771 : The Gvaiul Jury have 
represented that the town gaol not being large enough, there cannot 
be made proper and distinct divisions for debtors and felons which is 
a great hardship on the subject. Under this letter is the entry ; Ihe 
consideration of this letter is deferred.^ 

At aConsultation the 19th January 1773, theBoard read the following 
letter from Mr. George Page, clerk of the peace, dated Bombay 19th 
January 1773 : John Butler, a person in the service of the Honourable 
Company, being presented at the last sessions l)y the Grand Jury to 
the Court together with his house as a nuisance to the island, 1 am 
directed to address your Honour requesting you will be pleased to 
take such notice of his conduct as you may think it deserves. On this 
the Board record that John Butler presented to us as a nuisance be 
sent to England in the ship Speaker,^ 

At the same Consultation (19th January 1773) the Board read the 
following from the Clerk of the Peace of the same date : The SIierifE 
having mentioned to His Majesty^s Justices that the county jail is in 
a ruinous and untenable situation and entirely unfit for the reception of 
prisoners and having declared it impossible for him to be answerable for 
the persons confined in it in its present condition, the Mayoris Court 
have ordered me to refer the same to your Honour.® On this the Board 
record : The land paymaster is directed to cause a survey of the jail to be 
made as also of the town hall which has been presented as unsafe by 
several grand juries, and report their present state and condition to the 
Board that we may determine respecting them.* 

At a Consultation a month later (19th February 1773) the Board 
record the following entry : The land paymaster lays before the 
Board agreeable to order a report survey of the town jail (which 
was within the Marine Yard enclosure) and town hall. By this it 
appears the jail is in good condition but the town hall wants some 
repairs.^ 

At a Oonsoltation on the 6th August 1777 the Board read a lettei* 
of tlie same date from the Clerk of the Peace forwarding the follow- 
ing presentment from the Grand Jury, dated 18th »July 1777: 'j'iie 
Grand Jury again present the ruinous condition of the town jail 
where debtors and felons are under confinement in the same rooms, 
and many of them are actually not defended against the inclemency 
of the weather. The Juiy desire the SherifE may be called on by the 
Court to inform them of its true state, when they are certain it 
will be found to require the Courtis immediate and most serious consider- 
ation to which they in the strongest terms recommend it.® 

On this the Boai*d record : We are well convinced the jail is 
ruinous, insecure, and unfit for the use to which it is put. We think a 
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part of Fort George may very easily be converted into a proper place 
for a jail. We therefore order the engineer to survey it and to report 
what alterations or additions may he necessary with the expense of 
carrying the same into execution. A suitable place must also be 
provided within the town to serve as a Round House for the confine- 
ment of prisoners previous to their examination before a naagistrate.^ 

Six weeks later, at a Consultation of the 26th September 1777, the 
Board read a letter from the engineer together with an estimate of the 
expense of converting part of Fort George into a jail. This project 
appearing to be attended with great expense and other insurmountable 
objections it is given up. At the same time as a jail is indispensably 
necessary the engineer is now sent for to give his opinion if any other 
more convenient place can be found for this purpose. He accordingly 
attending and being consulted on the subject, seems to think that the 
present jail will admit of being enlarged so as to afford sufficient room 
to make separate and secure places of confinement for the debtors and 
the felons. Before we proceed further in this affair the engineer must 
be directed to prepare a plan and estimate of the proposed additions, 
and jointly with the master attendant to survey the ground he proposes 
taking in, that all inconveniences to the fortifications and to the marine 
yard may be avoided.^ 

At a Consultation held a year later (29th October 1778) the Board 
read a report from the committee appointed to survey the town jail. 
As the expense of repairing the present jail is estimated at so con- 
siderable a sum as Rs. 16,252-3-0 and as the building is otherwise 
inconvenient and from its situation particularly so to the marine yard, 
it is resolved that the engineer be directed to inquire and report if a 
proper place cannot be found in the town to build an entire new jail 
which we suppose will not cost more than the above sum.^ 

Meanwhile the complaints against the existing jail were growing 
louder. At a Consultation of the 28th July 1779 the Board read the 
following letter from the Clerk of the Peace, dated 27th July 1779 : 
The Sheriff' represents to the Bench that the public jail of this town 
is now in so bad a condition that he thinks it a duty incumbent on him 
to request on behalf of the miserable people who are therein confined, 
that till a new jail is built, the Court will take such steps as they may 
think proper to make it more comfortable. He further adds that at 
this time the jail is very full of prisoners and that there is scarce a dry 
place for any one of them, owing to which many debtors are now in a 
very sickly state. The Sheriff further represents to the Court that 
soon after his taking charge of his office he found that the county was 
considerably indebted to many of its officers and servants whieh upon 
inquiry appeared to have been accumulating for several preceding 
years owing to an increase in the expenses of the county and the 
insufficiency of the sums assessed for defraying them. He therefore 
now begs leave to lay before the Court a paaiicular statement of what 
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is at this time due and what will be wanting till the 31st o£ December 
next to defray all charges, except a few contingent ones that cannot be 
exactly ascertained amonnting to Rs. 2095: and recinests the Bench 
wdll give him an authority to raise that sum by assessment or in any 
manner they may deem proper. The Court taking this into consideration 
are of opinion that it would not now be proper to lay an additional 
assessment on the inhabitants ; but resolve to recommend to the 
Honourable President and Council to advance to the Sherifl the sum 
of Rs. 2000 for which the county must be further taxed in the 
assessment for the ensuing year when the amount will be repaid to the 
Honourable Company.^ 

On this the Board record : The President and Mr. Carnac, with the 
assistance of the engineer, will endeavour to fix upon a proper spot for 
erecting a jail. They will also examine into the state of the j)i’eseiit 
jail which must be put into repair so as sufiiciently to defend the 
prisoners from the weather.^ 

At a Consultation, the 4th August 1779, the President acquaints 
the Board that himself and Mr. Carnac attended by the engineer, have 
visited the present jail. They are of opinion that at a small expense it 
may be rendered sufficiently commodious, and separate places of 
confinement be made for the felons and the debtors by appropriating 
for the accommodation of the prisoners the upper part wliich is at 
present employed as a sail loft. Ordered that the engineer be directed 
to deliver in an estimate of the expense which will attend these 
alterations,*"^ 

At a Consultation two months later (13th October 1779) the Board 
read the following letter from the Principal Engineer to the President, 
dated 31st August 1779: In obedience to the commands of your 
Honourable Board I have the honour to enclose an estimate for repairing* 
and altering the present town jail. Owing to the very great decay of 
that building, and the fitting of the upper apartment for debtors, as. 
there is no part of it which will do but the walls and roof, the cliargos 
will amount to Rs. 14,073.^ 

A second letter from the Principal Engineer was also read : In 
ol)edience to the commands of your Honourable Board I have calculated 
the expense of building a jail on the spot at present intended to bo 
filled between the new work and the old Bandar Battery, a plan of 
wliich now accompanies. Although this would be a convenient spot for 
the jail itself, yet I am of opinion it is rather too near the Castle for 
so massy a building. In case of an assault it would prevent the 
cannon of the Castle playing on the Pen and ground adjacent within 
the works. This ought to be guarded against. I have further to 
remark that the filling up has not been included in my former estimate 
for completing the works, as not thinking it necessary for the immediate 
defence of the place until more material works could be finished. 
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When all the works are completed it will then be very proper to have 
that space filled as it will add greatly to the strength of those works 
and make an assault more impracticable.^ 

On these two letters the Board resolve not to erect the jail on the 
spot they at first thought of, but to make the additions to the old one 
mentioned in their proceedings of the 4th August last, which they 
direct must be carried into execution with all possible expedition.® 

On the 24th April 1781, Bear Admiral Sir Edward Hughes wi'ites 
to Government : The extent of the marine yard, as it is at this time, is 
much too small to give room for the necessary quantities of timber and 
W'Orkmen. I earnestly recommend to yon that you ivill extend the 
yard so as to comprehend the two Surgeons^ houses and the hospital 
on that side. Also that the prisoners be moved from the house now 
made a prison, and the whole of the house be opened, as was the case 
formerly, for the pui*pose of fitting rigging and containing the stores 
of the ships in dock. The present very crowded state of the yard 
evidently retards the progi*ess of the workmen and prevents its being 
kept in that clean condition so necessary to the health of such as labour 
in it, and the jail, making as it wereapart of the yard, is greatly incon- 
venient and a nuisance,^ Referring to the portion of the Rear Admii^aPs 
letter which concerns the removal of the jail a Consnltation, the 13th 
June 1781, records : The Collector must he directed to pitch upon some 
proper spot within the town wall for a jail at the smallest expense for 
removal of houses and the least inconvenience to the inhabitants.^ 

This proposal was not carried out. The jail continued in its old 
quarters in the Marine Yard. 

In a letter to the Mayor^s Court, dated Bombay 27th December 
1786, Mr. William Arden, Sheriff to the Mayor^s Court, writes : The 
county prison having been frequently represented as an improper 
place both for debtors and felons from the communication it has with 
the marine yard and docks and because it has frequently been without 
the necessary repairs : And, as I find from a minute inspection, that 
it is at present in an untenable state, I therefore think it a duty 
incumbent upon me in justice to myself now to protest against it as I 
do also from being anyways responsible for the accidents that may 
arise in consequence thereof. 

On the same day, 27th December 1786, the Mayor^s Court forwarded 
the above letter to Government, who at their Consultation of the 4th 
January 1787 observe: We have to remark on this application that 
whenever any repairs have been reqtdr^ to the town jail they have 
always been executed and in respect to its situation it is out of our 
power at present to allow a more secm’e place.® 

The Board at a Consultation of the 15th January 1788 read the 
following letter from the Sheriff addressed to the Mayor^s Court which 
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was submitted to the Honourable Boai’d hy the Register, dated 23nl 
December 1787 ; Though several of my predecessors in office have 
represented to this Honourable Court the insecure state of the county 
Jail, yet I find upon making every possible enquiry that it is at present 
in a much worse state tlian it ever was before and totally inadequate 
to the purposes it is intended for, being not only insecure but a gi-eat 
deal too small and wanting the conveniences necessary to a place of 
this kind where so many people are confined and whose health must 
suffer from not having a courtyard of considerable extent where they 
could walk and take exercise, a thing so much attended to in England. 
The place appropriated for debtors in the gaol is so much out of repair 
and so very unsafe that I think it my duty and in Justice to myself to 
protest against it in the strongest manner as I cannot be answerable for 
any accidents arising therefrom. It is by much too small for the 
number of debtors who are confined in it and who daily increase in 
numbers to so great a degree that I have to request this Honourable 
Coui*t will take the same into consideration and adopt such measure as 
in their Judgment may seem proper for enlarging the county gaol and 
lodging the debtors with security. On this the Board remark : We 
are sensible of the truth of what the Sheriff has represented, but from 
the present state of our finances we are under the necessity of postpon- 
ing the consideration of it for the present.^ 

Twelve years later, 1799, a plot of ground was purchased for erecting 
a new Jail at Umarkhddi, On the 1st September 1799, Government write 
to the Court, paragraph 2 : The enclosure No. 1 will advise your Honour- 
able Court of the absolute necessity of causing a new Jail to be built at 
this Presidency and of the principal reasons which led to our acquiescence 
in the purchase of a plot of ground and house for the purpose called 
Omereurry (Umarkhadi). fihis site seenGis to be recommended not only 
by the advantage of situation, but also in point of economy as from the 
statements laid before us by the Civil Architect, it is urged as the least 
expensive plan we could adopt for effecting the required construction.- 

Three months later, 14th December 1799, Government further write 
to the Court, paragraph 4 : We have the honour to lay before you copies 
of the deeds of conveyance of the Omereurry estate purchased for the 
purpose particularly specified in the second paragraph of our address of 
the 1st September in tliis (Public) department, together with a plan and 
estimate of the expense of erecting a county Jail there and lunatic 
hospital inclusive of our final arrangement with the civil architect for 
the construction of this building which, we trust, will meet with the 
approbation of your Honourable Court.^ 

In their reply on tibfi 28th August 1800^ paragraph 139, the Court 
of Directors write : We have pernsed the enclosure No. 1 referred to 
in paragraph 2, dated 1st September 1799, in consequence of the 
presentment of the g^d jury oh the defective state of the jail at 
your Presidency^ and approve of your determination for pnrthasing 
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the spot of ground and house called Omereuriy for the purpose of 
erecting a new Jail. A plan and estimate of this new building we 
observe have been ordered to be prepared^ but they have not yet been 
transmitted to us. We trust, however, that in the execution of the 


work every proper attention %vill be had to economy consistently with 
the convenience and desirability of the building.^ 

On the 18th March 1 801 they further write, paragi-apli 7 : In the 
1 39th paragraph of our letter in the Public Department, dated the 
2Sth August last, we signified our approbation of your determination 
for purchasing the ground and house called Omercurr j for the purpose of 
erecting a new Jail upon the site. Having perused the papers to which 
you have referred us we have now to express our further approlDatioii 
of your having agreed to the eonstruetion of the intended building upon 
the terms proposed by the civil architect, trusting that under the cheek 
and inspection of the Chief Engineer the work will be properl executed 
and with a due attention to economy." 

Before receipt of the above letter from the Court, Government wrote 
on the 25th March 1801, paragraph 82: The plan and estimate of the new 
Jail accompanied our address to your Honourable Court, paragraph 4, in 
the Public Department of the 14th December 1799, to which we now 
subjoin a report by the eml architect since called for, exhibiting the 
progress which has been made in executing the work and the probable 
time of its being completed.*^ 

About the close of the same year, 22nd December 1801, paragraph 20, 
Government further write to the Court : Our want of funds has 
hitherto prevented our making adequate progress with the NewJail.^ 
The work was apparently completed in 1S04. In front of the 
west entrance to the UmarkliMi Jail is (1892) a paved jdatform about 
27 feet long by IS feet wide, whei*e prisoners sentenced to death arc 
lianged. The top of this platform is al30ut six feet above the public 
road. It is reached from the north by a flight of nine and from the 
south by a flight of ten steps. The west end of the steps and platform 
is guartled by a three feet high masonry parapet. In the outer face of 
this parapet a sandstone slab (2' 8" X 1' 6'') is inserted carved with . 
these words : ^ 

TmS GAOL 
WAS BUILT nUBim 
TUB ABMIJSISTRATION 
QB THE HONOURABLE 
JONATHAN jIUNCAN ESQUIRE 
ISOfu 

At a Consultation, the 22nd March 1800, the Board read a letter, 
dated the 25th October 1799, from the Recorder Sir William Syei% 
Bart., recommending the appointment of a professional gentleman to 
settle the indictments and the prosecutions in the eriminal court and to 


1 Pul). Dep. Co^u•fc^s Letters Vol. 15 o£ 1800-1803, 06-67. 
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Pub. Dep. Letters to tbe Court Vol. 33 of 1800- 1803, 142. 
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act as aB advocate for paupers. The Board resolve that Mr. Cleaver 
he appointed to these offices.*’ 

Ill 1 801 the Coroner’s pay was increased to Rs. 200. On the 14th 
August 1801. paragraph 48, Government write to the Court ot 
Directors : In pursuance o£ a recommendation irom tlieCouit or hecoi dti 
of which we have to request your Honourable Court’s perusal, aud ot 
the acconipauying representation by the Coroner, we have agreed to fix 
this officer’s salary at Es. 200 a month with arrears from the institution 
of the new Court at this Presidency. This amount appears to us to 
be no more than adequate to the duties now performed by the Coroner. 
At the same time, under the impression arising from the strict injunc- 
tion conveyed in the 10th paragraph of your Honourable Court s letter 
to us in (Public) department, of the 1 8th March last, this measure is 


1771. 


Night Patrds, 
1771. 



rule as sug^^ested in the Governor's minute on the general establish- 
meiits, we shall not fail to observe in ffil like iustaiiees ivhieh shall a>ko 
ccrtaiiilv prove as rare as possible consistent w ith the means of cair\ mg 
on the public service.® In reply on the 4th Pebruary 1808, paragraph 
23 the Court write ; We approve of your determination on the subject 
of the Coroueris salary.® 

Regai'ding the police of Bombay on the 2()th December 1769, 
Government write to the Court of Directors : On the 26th August 
1769 in consequence of a letter from a Bench of His Majesty’s J ustices, 
we established sundry regulations for the better conducting the police 
of the place in general, particularly in respect to the mai’kets for 
provisions of every kind.* 

Referring to the above on the 25th April 1771 the Court unite : 
The regulations established for better conducting the police of the 
island, In consequence of the recommendation from the quarter scstioms, 
meet with our approbation.® 

The following extracts relate to the police arrangements between 
1771 and 1780 : At a Consultation the 1 3th August 1771 the Board 
read the following letter from Brigadier- General David Wedderburn 
to the President and Governor, dated Bombay 1 2th August 1771 : 
The Bhandaris of the district of Bombay have been formed into a 
battalion consisting of 48 officers and 400 privates. Of these 41 
officers aud 286 privates actually appeared last Tuesday the 6th 
August, 93 privates were sick, and 21 w'ere out of Bombay. It 
appeai'.s to me that, with very little traiuiug, the Bhandaris may be 
made a very excellent militia and may prove very useful for the police 
of the neighbourhood of this town. From the number of Bhaudaris 
at present fit for duty, it -will be no hardship upon them to fiumish 
every night a guard of 100 men and 12 officers for the protection of 


‘ Fal>. Diary 147 of 1800, 623. 

^ Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 33 of 1800-3803, 132 - 133. 

Pub. Dep. Courtis Letters Vol 35 of 1800-1803, 358. 

^ Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 10 of 1769, 70. 

^ Pub. Dep. Letters from the Court Vol. 8 of 17011 - 1771, *2r.8. 
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the woods ; four offieers aud 33 men may be posted at the Washerman's 
Tank/four officers and 33 men near Major Mace^s house; and four offieers 
and 34 men at Mahama Devi Tank. Constant patrols are to go from 
these several posts from dark till gun-firing in the morning; and to 
communicate with each other. By this means the whole space between 
Dongri and Back Bay will be visited £rec[nently during the night, 
A proclamation should be issued strictly enjoining all Europeans who 
live in Sondpur or Dongri to apply for passes according to the ‘different 
classes they may range under : All persons belonging to the marine, 
from the siiperintendent ; all persons belonging to the military, 
from the commanding officer ; all other Europeans not employed in the 
Gompan}’^s service but living here by permission of Government, from 
the Secretary; and all artificers who may be employed in any of the 
offices, from the head of their office. The order that all persons 
should register their slaves should be renewed and enforced- under a 
penalty. That the patrols may not be (deceived) all the passes should have 
a stamp, as the Company's seal or such like, provided by the Heeretary 
and distributed to the persons who are empowered to sign them ; and 
the parses should be given with(out any?) fee or reward. The 
vereadores of Bombay should be directed to appoint a number not less than 
20 of the most trusty and reputable Portuguese fazandars to attend one 
or two each night at the several posts. The patrols should bo directed 
to keep the peace, to seize all persons they may find an riots till they 
can be examined, to pursue and endeavour to apprehend all robbers and 
housebreakers they may get intelligence of, to seize all Eurojaeans 
they may find without passes, and all eoffrees they may find in a 
greater number than tw^'o together or armed with swords knives stieks 
or bludgeons. The superior officer, and the Portuguese of each post, 
should report all that has happened during the night, and bring all the 
persons that may have been apprehended by the patrols, to a 
migistrate for examination. This magistrate should not be changed. 
The patrols should apprehend all eoffrees or other runaway slaves they 
may get intelligence of. The prisoners should be put to work on the 
fortifications for a year at Rs. 3 a month, or be sent on board the 
cruisers for the same term, and notice given of their age, size, country, 
and description, that their masters may have an opportunity of claiming 
them. If they be not claimed at the end of one year they should be 
sent as opportunities may offer to Beneoolen in Sumatra. In order to 
encourge the Bhandaris to a proper discharge of their duty and in some 
measure to pay them for their service, it may be ordered that for every 
coffree or other runaway slave they may apprehend who shall be put 
upon the works or on board a cruizer, they shall he allowed the sum 
of Rs, 10 to be paid by the Company ; for every slave who shall have 
absented himself from his service for Ihree days, Re. 1 ; for every slave 
wffio shall have absented himself one month, Rs. 2, and in proportion. 
The inhabitants should be directed, when a slave runs away, to send 
notice to the grand chaivhi. For every soldier or sailor (belonging to 
the marine) having no pass, who shall be found drunk in the woods 
after eight at night, half a rupee ; for every sailor who shall have 
absented himself from his eruizer or for every soldier who fchall have 
absented himself from the garrison for 48 hours, Re. 1. These sums 
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should be immediately paid by the siiperinteiidont or eommanding^ 
officer and charged to the sailor^s pay. The money so eolloeted shall 
be ecpally distributed among the Bhandaris doing duty once a month 
or oftener^ and an account of the money receiWd and distributed, 
signed by the magistrate, should be laid before the (Governor and 
Council, dhe Honourable Company's share in all tines, where the 
olfenders shall have been apprehended by their means, should be given 
to the Bhandaris. 'i he Bhandaris for guard should assemble opposite 
to the Church Gate every evening at five o^clock ; and when the weather 
will permit, they should be taught the firing motions and the platoon 
exercise, and to fire balls at a mark ; for which purpose some good 
liavdldars should attend to instruct them ; and the adjutant of the 
day or some other European officer should constantly attend.^ 

On this letter the Board record : We are xmanimously of opinion 
that the regulations proposed by the Brigadier -General will bo of public 
benefit and in a great measure it is hoped will prevent the many robberies 
and even murders wMeh are committed in the adjacent woods. Resolved 
therefore that those regulations be carried into execution. The Secretary 
IS to issue a proclamation to that effect enjoining a strict observ^'anee 
of them.- 


h ive years later, 13th August 1776, occurs the following entry on the 
subject of patrols : Notwithstanding the Bhandari patrols the eoni- 
jdaints of rol^beries committed without the town gates continae £ref|uent. 
Parties oEregular sepoys mi^t be added to the Bhandari i)atrols with the 
sameinstruetionsas were established for the Bhand-iris in the year 1771.=^ 
At a Consultation, the 3rd February 1779, the Board read the 
tollownng piosentment from the Grand Jury : The Jurors for our 
sovereign Lord the King on their oath do ‘testify that it is with 
eoncem they find themselves again ohlige^l to present to this Honourable 
><meh ihe absolute necessity there is for a thorough reform in the 
1 ^ ^ frequent robbeifos committed with the 
difficulty attending the detection of the aggressors, calls aloud for 
some establishment with such authority as ^vill effectually protect the 
innoc^ent inhabitants and bring the guilty to trial Iffiey therefore 
uira y piopose to this Honourable Bench that aiiplication may be 
made to Government to establish such an officer as may with ample 
an hoiity effeetiially an^ver the heads proposed.^ On this the Board 
oideied that, instead of the Bliandari militia, patrols of regular sepoys 
be sent into the Ws eveiy night for the security of the inhahii 
hope this will in some measure remedy the evils 
fn imagine the battalion of sepoy marines wall be able 

AffioA V which must also be accompanied by a peace 

officer who must every morning report to the acting magistrate.'^ 
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At a Consultation, tlie 3rd March 1779, tlie Board road the following 
letter from James Tod to the President and Governoi-, dated 24tli 
February 1774 : Your Secretary having communicated to me your 
opinion tliat an officer in quality of Lieutenant of Police ^vill be of 
great utility to the public and that you have bean pleased to appoint 
me upon trial to that office, I beg leave to express my grateful sense 
of the honour done me in pointing me out on this occasion, and to 
assure your Honourable Board I will exert myself to the utmost of my 
abilities to make the office answer the end proposed and convince you of 
my fidelity and attachment to the interests of the Honourable Company 
and the iniblie good. In respect to framing proper regulations for my 
guidance in this office, I submit the accompan jdng rough draft of what I 
humbly conceive will be the necessary commission to be given me and the 
oath to be taken by me. After being sworn in and public notices given, I 
propose to sit regularly for the despatch of pubHe business relative to my 
office and make daily reports to the sitting justice in order for his war- 
ranting such necessary acts as may be incident thereto. It must be a 
work of time and attention before any exact code of regulations can bo 
drawn up to be finally established, and will require my inspecting and 
referring to all such as liave been heretofore made before I can lay them 
properly before the Board. As soon as I am sworn into office I mil exert 
mvself to the utmost to accomplish it. In respect to any fixed salary I 
humbly request I may be permitted to wave it at present ; and as the 
post is established oii trial, wait the event when I very cheei fully 
submit what matter may personally regard myself to your Honourable 
Board^’s future consideration. Oaths to be taken by the Lieutenant of 
Police; (1) I James Tod do sincerely promise and swear that I mil 
he fai'hful and bear true allegiance to His Majesty King Deorge. So 
help me God. (Signed) James Tod. (2) I James Tod do swear I 
will well and truly serve the King^s Majesty and the Honourable the 
United Company of merchants of 'lilngland trading to the East Indies 
in the office of “Lieutenant of the Police and promote ihe peace and 
safety of the inhabitants of His Majesty's Castle and Island of Bombay 
in all tilings that belong to the said office as far as I legally can or 
nray, I will do right as well to poor as rich in all things belonging to 
my office. I will do no wrong to any mair for any gift reward or 
promise nor for favour or hatred. I will truly and diligently do my 
endeavours for preventing murders, robberies, ffisorders, and all 
irregularities, and for maintaining and carrying into execution such 
ordCTS and regulations as are or may be established for the peace 
safety and good of the inhabitants and for His Majesty's and the 
Honourable Company’s advantage discliarging my whole duty to 
tlie utmost of my skill and power. So help me God. (Signed) James 
Tod. Sworn to before me the 8th March 1779. (Signed) William 
Hornby, The draft commission runs: We the President and 
Council ' of and for all forces and affairs of the Honourable United 
Company of merchants of England trading to the East Indies on the 
Coasts of India Persia and Arabia and of His Majesty’s Castle and 
Island of Bombay) to all whom these presents shall come grating : 
By virtue of a power given us by the Honouxable the Court of Diveetora 


[Histoncal 


Justice* 

lieitenaiit of 
Folice, 

17?i* 


WIee 
.[> ^ IPi^#|iiTOTe4^ 

mm. 


Befoirfc» 
1 77a 


02 


BOMBAY. TOWN 


of tlie said TJiiited Cooapaiiy', derived imto tliem from the autliority of 
oiir sovereign Lord King George III. and His . Royal ^ Predecessors^ 
reposing s|)ecial trust and confidence in your integrity, abilities, fidelity, 
and circumspection, do by these presents constitute and appoint you 
James Tod Esquire Lieutenant of Police for the peace and safety of 
the inliabitants of this island in the carrying into execution such orders 
plan or regulations as may at present sul)sist or hereafter be found 
necessary to be established or provided by Government for preventing 
murdei’s, robberies, disorders, and other irregularities in breach of 
peace and good order. "We further give you full power ^ and authority 
to pursue all legal measures for that purpose and to issue necessary 
summonses and ordera for the due establishment thereof, willing and 
requiring all persons whatever to appear before you on such summons 
being served them, and all subordinate ofiicers of the police aforesaid 
to ]:®.y you due obedience, you following all such orders as shall be 
given from us or our successors and from His Majesty^s justices of the 
peace for this Castle and Island of Boml)ay aforesaid, pursuant to the 
trust reposed in you. Failing therein these presents are to be vacated 
and annulled by us tlie President and Council for the time being. 
Sealed with the seal of the aforesaid Company and given under our 
hands in BomW Castle tliis third day of March in the year of the 
reign of His Excellent Majesty George III. of Great Britain France 
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and in the year of our Lord 
1 779. By order of the Honoui'able William Hornby Esquire, President 
of and for all affairs of the Honourable United Company of merchants 
of England trading to the East Indies on the Coasts of India Persia 
and Ai-abia, and Governor and Commander-in- Chief of His Majesty^s 
Castle and Island of Bombay and its dependencies and Council. On 
tills the Board direct : The above commission and forms of the oath 
for the Lieutenant of Police being read, are approved. Public notice 
intiBt lie given to the inliabitants of the appointment of this officer and 
of his power to which they must be enjoined to conform. The Secretary 
must furnish Mr. Tod with all avdkble regulations for the better 
dkcharge of his duty.^ 

Tliis appointment of Lieutenant of Police found no favour with the 
Ilonoursble^i'ompany. A letter from the Court of Directors dated the 
&th July 1780 runs: Determined as are to resist every attempt 
that may U made to^ create new offices at the expense of the Company, 
we cannot but be highly displeased with your having appointed an 
oflar m quality of Lieutenant of Police with a salary of Rs. 4 a day. 
Whatever sum may have been paid in consequence must be refunded] 
If such an officer be of that utility to the public as you have represented 
the public by some hx or otherwise should defray the charges 


Mwnwhile ae foBorag report was submitted by tbe new 
Lmtenant of Police, dated tlie 81 st December 1779 ; Having 
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examined with attention the several publications and orders that Chapter T- 

have from time to time been issued at this Presidency respeetiu|? Justice. 

the police and Iraving maturely weighed and considered the same, I p ' 

have drawn up the following, with such amendments and additions as fonc^eiieport 

appeared to me necessary. These having been approved by his 

aiaiestv’s Justices, are now submitted to your Honour's consideration 

for confirmation, they appearing to be of great utility for preserving 

good order and government on this island. I have proceeded herein 

as far as I have been hitherto able to accomplish and shall continue 

with the utmost diligence to the extent of my power to prepare others 

wdiich are immediately necessary : as the prices of provisions, the assize 

of bread and other matters relative to the markets, also labourera and 

ti-idesmen carts' and conveyances’ hire, and prices. All of this shall 

be submitted to you as soon as possible. If your Honourable Board 

approve thereof, 'l mean to publisb those already finished on or before 

the 1st day of February, giving the inhabitants thirty days' notice to 

conform thereto.^ 



A Consultation the 26th January 1780 records : The regulations laid 
before us last Council day by the Lieutenant of Police, having since 
lieen sent round to the several" members for their inspection, are now 
approved and confirmed ; and a pubbeation must be issued eniomnig 
strict attention thereto." 

Meanwhile the Board had received the following letter from Jlr. 
James Tod Lieutenant of Police, to the President and Conned, dated 
Bombay 17tb Januarv 17SU : Agreeable to order I exhibit my account 
of the sums advanced" bv me aud expended in the duties of my offices as 
lieutenantof the police and high constable, fiheretol have added a list 
of fines levied by order of the Justices aud paid to the Sheriff as treasurer 
of the countv. On the sixth day of May last in consequence of 
information received that constables had been already sworn in to the 
number of twenty-four for the villages without the gates who receivmg 
no nav had in concert with the Bhandfiris who then did the duty of the 
mtrois been guilty of great oppressions in ill treating the inhabitants 
and eimctino- undue fees, which was an unpardonable abuse ot their 
offices, considering those employed therein ongktto be respectable mtel- 
liaent men and not such as served the office at that time ; 1 therefore, as 
is*eustomaiV on such occasions, issued out a summons to twenty-four of 
thefazandars to take upon themselves the office or to seiwe it by 
denutv • and at a meeting at my office, it was considered and explained 
to them and agreed to provide proper persons to serve who were to be 
naid accwdino-ly. If the Government should not approve of paying 
their wages,‘’l humbly entreat they should be paad by a general 
assessment on the mhabitants, who are heads of families without the 

irates and not by the Christains alone as other classes equally receive toe 
benefit of the appointment ; and to make good the pay of the constables 
then chosen. This not being settled so soon as I wished, 1 tound it 
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necessary to advance tliem three months^ pay that they might have no 
excuse for luisl^havionr ; and having in the eoni^e of their duty been 
able to judge of their merits^ with the approbation of the acting 
magistrate^ I chose such as I judged eompe tent, and who could read 
and write, and some new ones ; and paid their whole arrears, to the first 
day of Januai’}’' instant beginning the new year, by striking off six and 
presenting eighteen to the acting magistrate. These being all intelligent 
men and of good eliai-aeter, I Judge sufficient for the duty required. 
Humbly coneurring with the request of the fazandars in respect to an 
equal and reasonable assessment, should you please to order the amount 
to l>e so levied, with all due respect I submit it to your consideration.^ 

At a Consultation, the 26th January 1780, on reading the above letter 
the Board direct that the balance of the ‘accounts of expenses incurred 
on account of the office of police, l>e paid to the lieutenant of police from 
ihe treasury. The assessment already levied being complained of as 
heav}', and as we conclude it is not levied with equality according to 
the circumstances of the inhabitants, the President will give orders 
to the heads of each caste to give in an account of their number, 
eireunistanees, and the proportion of assessment levied on each person.” 

At a Consultation, the 22nd March 1780, the Board read Ihe 
following letter from Mr. James Tod Lieutenant of Police, to the 
President and Council, dated Bombay 8th March 1780: Since I had 
the honour of addressing you under date the 30th of November last, 
I have received a copy of the Rule Ordinance and Regulation for the 
better management of the police at Calcutta. I have adopted the same 
for the management of the police of Bomhay both of which I now lay 
teforeyou, and submit them together with my said letter to your 
Honourable Board-'s consideration.^ Mr. Tod^s oteervations are: That 
though the copy brought from Calcutta is very incorrect it clearly points 
out the duty of the Superintendent of Police, Ids powers, and the manner 
of establishing liim in Ms office, by the appointment of the Honourable 
the President and Council and a Rule of Court conformable to the powers 
vested in them by charter, to be passed on the ensuing sessions of Oyer 
and Terminer. That following the plan of Calcutta in the Rule exhibited 
for Bombay, the same is almost word for word ; but it being an island 
from Qie peculiarity of its situation, the Lieutenant of the Police 
luimbly conceives ihe same be abridged, and having since his delivery 
of the Rule, more maturely' weighed it, he most respectfully submits 
it m follows : That the reasons set forth in the preamble are 
undoubtedly sufficient for establishing a superintendent of police, and 
the other matters respecting Mm and Ms deputy (if any be appointed) 
and Ms powers are very to be confirmed by a rule of a Court 

of Record in the manner it has been, at Calcutta and approved by the 
Honourable the Court of Directors. That these powers particularly 
contMned in the 1st, gnd, Srd, 4th, bib, and 6th Articles, the last 
requiring a proviso that the committe€« or heads of castes are not to be 
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removed finally but by>rcler of 'the Honourable the President and 
Council or of two of His MaJesty^s Justices one of whom is to be the 
Honourable the President. ^ That the 7th article comprehends the 
present established Regulations in Bombay which, as they must be 
ever open to revision or addition, the Superintendent will of course 
agreeable to Ms powers be enabled to. enforce. And, as the determi- 
nations necessary thereon will depend on circumstances, much prolixity 
in the Calcutta Rule may be avoided in that of Bombay, m by the 
form of a rule of Court, the spirit of the charter is maintained, and 
the Honouiable the President and Council by form of law are confirmed 
in their power for making By-laws agr^able thereto. That the 8th 
article is a necessary one and also, the 9th, with a proviso, as above 
noticed, that no penalties are to be inflicted on the committees or heads 
of castes but with the approbation of the Honourable the President and 
Council or twn of His Majesty^s Justices. That the 10th 11th and 
12th articles are necessary. That the 13th article may l>e left out, 
being sufficiently provided for in the 7th article of this Rule. Tliat 
the 14th 15th and 16th articles respecting the punishments are very 
necessary. That the 17 th article is provided in the 7th. That the 
18th article is necessary so far as respects the noticing of this Rule to 
the committees, and also the established Regulations ; the remainder 
is provided in the 7th article as circumstances may point out. This 
observation extends to the 19th and 20th articles. That it is 
unnecesaiy to enter more of the 21st 22nd and 23rd axdicles of this 
Rule than what relates to summonses and enquiries of a l>reaeh of the 
By-laws or contempt of orders. That the 24th article respecting the 
appropriation of fines is necessary. It is further necessary this Rule 
be passed by the Honourable Board, and confirmed by a Rule of Court 
in the same manner and form as at Calcutta at the ensuing sessions of 
Oyer and Terminer to be held on the 15th day of April nextd 

At the same Consultation (the 22nd March 1780) the Board also 
read the followdng letter from Mr. James Ted, Lieutenant of Police, 
to the President and Council, dated Bombay 30th November 1779 : 
When your Honouris and tlie CouneiPs opinion that an officer to 
superintend the police would be of great utility to the public was 
first communicated to me, and that you had been pleased to appoint 
me to that office, I was determined, notwithstanding the obstacles 1 
plainly foresaw were in my way and the difficulties I should meet in 
the execution of it, to show my grateful sense of the confidence the 
Board had teen pleased to place in me, by accepting of it, depending 
entirely on the support you promised, and on the candour of the public 
in general ; and resolving to exert my utmost abilities to make the 
office answer the ends proposed, forihe Honoumble Company'^s interestB 
and the advantage quiet and teppiness of the inhabitants. With tbw 
views I drew up a most solemn oath, which was administered to 
and 1 detennin^ to aMde by it, also a <x>mmisfiion (I then thopghQ 
.Buiiabie to tibe occasion; and which your Honourable Bewd Vfew 
pltosed to approve of and deliver to me. , I soon experienced the 
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ciiltios of my post, as. I had foreseen* ' My connty honourably acquitted, 
me of two indiettnents for felony, deeming the prosecutions against 
rne malieiouSj and your Honourable Board were pleased on the occasion 
to enter on record the utility of my post, and your full approbation of 
my conduct therein. Encoumged by so honourable an acquittal, I 
X>erscvered with constancy in the discharge of the duties of my ufEce, 
but am nevertheless in continual dread of blame. When I gave in my 
proposals to your Honourable Board I wish it had occurred to me ^ to 
insert the title superintendent of police instead of lieutenant of police* 
I have since found at Calcutta the office is held under the title superin- 
tendent. This would consequently have prevented the objections made 
to the title lieutenant. I never conceived any objection would arise 
on a word. I considered the public benefit solely and the necessary 
authority for mamtaining the respect due to the post in order to 
accomplish the desimble ends for which it was instituted. I proposed 
to myself more honour from a due discharge of my duty as an honest 
man than any title or parade whatever. The same considerations now 
induce me to address your Honourable Board on the present occasion. 
I have, by an unremitting and persevering attention to my duty, made 
many and bitter enemies, in consequence of which I have been obliged 
in a great measure to give up my bread, and my only dependence is on 
your Honourable Board^s favour and protection which I firmly rely on. 
If therefore the commission you have been pleased to honour me with 
slioiild appear to be in too military a style for my office as a civil one, 
that every reasonable objection may be removed, if judged expedient, 
I will cheerfully resign it, humbly submitting it to the consideration of 
the Board. My ease is not singular. Mr. Playdell has held the same 
office under title of suiierintendent of police in Calcutta, and this has 
been approved by the Honourable the Coui*t of Directors. I trust if 
my conduct is approved you will annex the same title here w'here the 
post is deemed of equal utility. As to the emoluments of the office 
I cheorfiilU?^ submit them to the Boarffis consideration, to be proportioned 
to the difference of the places as you shall see 

A week later, at a Consultation on the 29th March 1780, the Board 
taking into consideration this letter, which had lain since the fSOth 
Novemter, and also considering the Rule fomod for the management of 
the police of this town drawn from that formed at Calcutta, record the 
following entry : These regulations being now attentively perused, several 
alterations and amendments adapted to the difference of circumstances 
between this place and Calcutta are now made, and instead of styling 
him superintendent of police the title to be given him is deputy of police 
according ^ to which the Rule is altered and some other retrenchments 
made in his powers. The yearly salary to be annexed to the office of 
deputy of police is now fixed at Rs. 8000 to commence from the day 
of his first appointment as lieutenant of police. The Secretary must 
m consequence call upon Mr. Tod to surrender Ms commission of 
lieuteimiit of police wMdi is now vacated and annulled. Ordered 
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tliat a fair copy o£ the regulations for the poliee as, now aiinexeil be 
laid before us at our next meeting for confirmation d 

At a Coiisiiltation^ the 5th April 1780,. the Board read the f-jl lowing 
letter of the same date from Mr. James Tod, Deputy of the Police, to 
the President and Council : In' obedience to your ' orders I lay before 
you the fair copy of the rule ■■ ordinance and regulation for the 
management of the police of 'Bombay, altered and amended as you have 
been pleased to di,reet, and also surrender my commission as lieutenant 
of the police. I return my most sincere ' thanks to your Honourable 
Board for the salary you hawe been ■ pleased to bestow upon me and 
will manifest my gratitude ' the only way. in my power by a steady 
..attention to. the^ dutie.s of my office, in. the- execution of the trust reposed 
in me. On this the entry is recorded : The Rule and Ordinance are 
accordingly passed.” 

At a Consultation, the 13th October 17 80, the Board read the following 
letter of the same date from Mr. James Tod, Deputy of Police, to the 
President and Council : Since you were pleased to confirm the several 
rules and regulations respecting the police on the 26th day of January 
last, in the course of carrying the same into execution practice has 
slrewn, and will occasionally point out, many necessary alterations and 
amendments which, as your Honourable Board have not provided for by 
a reserve to His Majesty’s Justices, I humbly submit to your considera- 
tion if the referring such necessary alterations or amendments from time 
to time to the discretion of a Bench will not be a means of expediting 
the business. Resolved that an addition agreeable thereto lye made to 
the Code to be laid before the ensuing Quarter Sessions."' 
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Section L-Garrison. 

^.Fhe record opens witli the ever-fresh refrain of militaiy reduction-. 
At a ConRultatioB held at Bombay on tlic 6tli of February 1670 it 
was resolved that the two companieB of soldiers be reduced into one in 
regard of the paucity of men, the charge of keeping so many 
commission officers standing when there is no absolute necessity (hereof 
seeing the militia may be as well governed with a less number, and the 
serious consideration of the Honourable Company’s injunction to all, 
possible frugality.^ 

The next entry on the same day, 6th Febi-uary 1670, is one of military 
discipline. Antonio Ribero made a complaint to the Governor of abuse 
done him by William Havens, William Middleton, William Minehell, 
and John Staines, in cutting down and breaking his pots wherewith, 
he watered Ms eoec^nut trees* It was concluded (for the preventing' 
further abase of the like nature) this being the second time they have 
committed the said wrong that William Havens being a tailor have 
tw^elve drabs given him with a rope end at the guard door by the 
Imtswain of the bandar and that the other three being soldiers be tied- 
ncKsk and heels one hour under the wooden horse.^ 

The reduction of the regular garrison drew attention to the militia. 
On the 28th October 1670 the Surat Council record : It was resolved 
ihat the Deputy Governor and Council of Bombay be ordered to 
muster tteir militia and to keep them in a posture of defence, and- 
that the number of ^the said militia be sent us and the guard of Mdhim 
be doubled* To this end, in case there be a necessity, that they do 
enlist twenty white men more provided they ■will receive the Com- 
|»n/s |ay ordered, 20 shillings the month. So tliat, according to 
the list of’ officers and soldiers last sent us, the standing number of' 
the company is to consist of 260 men. The militia should be ordered to 
muster once a month at Mdhim and Bombay.® 

Six kter, 4th July 1676, the Surat Council impress the need- 
for reductioBs in ihe Bombay military charges : We have perused the 
rolls you sent us of'youT'gamson, Company’'s militia and staff officers,, 
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and Wi} have ag’ain., taken , into consideration the answer to those 
seven proposals formerly recommended .unto', you. In the main we 
fmd that you have not observed the orders left with you by the 
Ihnsideiit at his departure for retrenching the charges, but tliat you 
put the Company to a far greater expense than need requires. We find 
ill your letter to the Company that you have near 400 men, oiScers 
included. Now that our nation is in peace with all the world we cannot 
conceive the necessity of keeping so many men in pay. We are sure 
the Company will not admit the necessity . Rather they will be much 
offended with us for our improvident management of tlieir affairs. In 
our proposals sent you in February last {1676} we advised you that we 
thought sixteen files was enough for each company, and though some 
reasons which you give in your ansiver do convince us that as things 
stand now with you that number is too little, yet surely we must needs 
conclude tliat thirty files for each company are too many. Wherefore 
for the present we do enorder you that from and after the musters that 
shall follow the receiving this our letter, you do reduce your two 
companies to 150 men each company which is the number specified in 
your answer to our proposals. We say that the sa^d two companies 
should not exceed 3i)0 men, officers included, and we heartily wish they 
might consist all of English. Still seeing that cannot be we would have 
you to supply the rest with topasses. For as to the middle sort consisting 
of European strangers we are not well satisfied with them and here- 
after would not have you entertain any more under tliat notion. 
As to those which are at present in pay we would liave you disband 
them keeping only such as have served the Company five years and 
are married on the island, whom we would have you continue in their 
present pay and the rest to be discharged except they will serve as 
topasses. We desire you to send us a list of such men who have 
served the Honourable Company five years and upwards. 

We shall now give you our opinions touching those reasons you offer 
to us in answer to our proposal for the keeping so many men in pay. 
First whereas you say there is a necessity for the keeping 80 or 100 
men in pay extraordinary for the manning the Company's vessels and 
Mhibdrs as also merchants^ vessels, we answer that we know no such 
necessity nor shall by any means admit it. As to the Company's 
vessels, to wit Revenge, Hunter ketch, and others, what men are 
hereafter employed upon tliem let their pay be charged to account of 
those voyages for wWch they are sent. And when they are employed 
htt cruising out and defending the port against the Malabdrs, you nmy 
well draw off so many men as shall be necessary for that expedition 
out of the two companies without increase of charges. As to sup- 
plying merchanlB^ vessels with our men, we require you forl^r any 
such practice hereafter except the merchants make good the men^s pay 
and provision for the time ihey do entertain tiiem. And if the merehmte 
do complain and c«fese from kade, we know no remedy, for it is a thing 
never . practised in any nation or port whateoever* As to M 
ffistiirtog your tasdejou: mnstimke' ‘to'-secafC' yonr own .porte 
from them' and to send Memmge and'- ffmafi^-foequently te out 

after them and te^ go in eotivoy 


[Historical 


w 


BOMBAY TOWN 


C51iapto ¥1. 
Military. 

EediictlinSj 

im. 


But to let out our own men to man the nierchants^ slii 2 )s, we can no 
wavs answer it except the merohaiits'^ ships bear the whole charge. 
Secondly whereas yon say that Shivaji and the Sidf s men are often 
unwelcome guests to you, that they are morose and surly ready to act 
some mischief, ’ive answer that we would not have you possess yourselves 
with anv apprehension or fear from them. For know they dare 
not attempt anv public breach of peace with us, and though disorders 
do frequently happen from their unmly soldiers, yet %ve ever found 
their officers civil and orderly and ready to punish such disorders in 
their men. Wherefore that is no argument to put the Company to 
more charge. But, in such case, whenever any of Shivaji^s or Sidi^’s men 
are on the island, which is but seldom, your care then must be to keep 
a stricter watch than ordinary and not to suffer them to wear their 
arms, but to secure all their arms in the £ort ; and then you need little 
fear what mischief they are able to do. I'liirdly whereas you allege 
your fears of the Portuguese, though they bark frequently, yet vve 
know they dare not bite. We little concern ourselves for anything 
tliey dare do and wish tliey would begin to quarrel. Fourthly what you 
allege as to the building your bastion is a just and sound argument, for 
till that kistion be finished and the two home works also raised to a 
convenient height joined by a line to the fort, it cannot be so secure 
as it should ]>e ; and therefore therewith a necessity of keeping 300 men 
in pay. Indeed this is the only argument which persuades us to 
maintain so many men. Wherefore we desire you to employ all 
diligence possible for the finishing the said work especially the bastion 
and the parapet to tlie faussebraye, both which are absolutely necessary. 
We hope that by your care tiiey will be soon reduced to a very 
defensible posture. Fifthly what you say touching the Portugal 
soldiers who have land on the island and are apt to sell it, when ffis- 
Imnded, to Moors Banians and others, that is no argument in the least 
to keep more men in pay than need requires. If they are not contented 
to stay, let them sell their land and go where they wdil. We also 
require you to take care that no Moors be admitted to buy land 
aeeordmg as the President formerly hinted, hut Christians Hindus and 
Pirsis ate ttm ; and you need not fear that we shall want men and' 
good soldiers whenever we shall Ixave occasion of them. Your last 
ar|tim0nt touching the sickness of your men is too apparent to our great 
gnef. But we trust in God when quarters mu built for them in the 
two home works and an hospital is also built for the sick men, they will 
ly God's Messing be kept in better health. To this end we desire you 
to take the first opportunity tibat presente for the raising an hospital 
and finishing the said two home works that we may the sooner prevent 
those sicknesses ihat our people are so much subject unto. There are 
other things wM<h we Judjge axe unnecessary ehaigos in your 
of Steffi officers and militia, which we reserve for another oppor- 
tunity in r^d we are unwilling to detain this eossett (messenger) hny 
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In spite of these strong views on retrenchment the Bnmbay Council 
.succeeded in persimding Siimt that some increase in the military was 
necessary. On the 14th .August. 16 76 the S*in*at Council write : ITe 
are now with yours of the 30th July in. answer to ours of the 4th 6tli 
and 11th of the said month. We approve in the main of the reasons you 
give us for the number' and increase of 'your' garrison soldiers by your 
taking the seamen into your rolls -which otherwise would have lain all 
the winter aside and at a great charge. Also your initiating these 
sailors into military discipline ashore and introducing a familiarity 
between them and the soldiers, w^hieh is .pradently done. As to what 
superaumeraries you shall engage in ease of mortality to keep up your 
limited number or 300, we answer that -we would have you keep your 
full complement of 300 men besides what fresh soldiers the ships may 
bring out. And for a supply in ease of mortality if you keep two 
or three files extraordinary we shall admit of it. Also, seeing that 
mortality reigns mostly during the first two or three months after soldiers^ 
ai-rival, occasioned chiefly by their immoderate drinking of punch and 
toddy, W' e wmuld have you immediately upon their arrival to send us up 
five or six files of them with a serj^nt to defend the Honourable 
Company's estate. We have much cause to expect great troubles and 
danger so soon as the rains are over. This transfer will be a means to 
preserve the new soldiers and to inure them to the climate. And 
although they may not be disciplined soldiers yet being Englislimen 
they will serve us here.^ 

Regarding the recruits sent from England the Surat Council 
write to Bombay on the 21st Novem!>er 1«.>76 : We woukl have you 
advise us how- the soldiers sent out this year do comport themselves and 
especially the Germans. Let us know how many English Roman 
Catholics there are in the service of the Company, their employs, and 
how they do behave themselves therein.- 

On the improved condition of their militia the Eombay Council 
write to the Court on the 24th January 1677 : Our militia is now 
perfected. We have increased them to a complete body of near 6U0 men 
who are all possessors of land on the island. We shall see them well 
trained and disciplined that they may be serviceable upon the most 
emergent occasions, and hope time will bring them to so good a martial 
order that the security and defence of the island may much depend 
upon their strength. Above 100 owners of land, Brahmans and 
Banians being never accustomed to bear arms, are willing to con- 
tribute ill money which will help towards payment of the militia 
officers. We ai-e not yet come to an agreement how much they shall 
pay, but in a month or two more shall conclude upon it. The charge 
of the officers is as much abbreviated as possible, ^the whole body having 
but one captain who but lieutenants pay, and the lieutenant 
■enagn^s pay, and the ensign serjeants of the sergmnte 


I’:';";' 

. * to Bombay Ittb Aag. 1076, iatat FacJt. Oak Xt* Bv S ii7S-7l^ .17^ - 171*' 
Forroat^ Home Series, I. 00. , , 1!^ J ^ 

® Surat to Bombay 21st Hov* '1670> Snml 

Forrest’s Home Series. 1. 1 1 1. ' , ^ ^ ^ ^ 


[Historical 


Cliapto ¥1. 

Militarj* 

Troop of Horscj 
1617. 


1«?7. 


72 BOMBAY TOWN 

but corporaTs pay, aud corporals but very few, some of whom we shall 
pick out of the militia that shall serve without pay/ 

As regards raising a troop of horse, the Bombay Council continue 
in the same letter ; The President and Council (at Surat) has ordered 
us to raise a small troop of forty horse. Nothing can be of greater 
safeguard to the island. For besides the extraordinary fame ot horse 
in these countries, one horse being esteemed equivalent to OO root, they 
are such an ubiquitary force that in half an hour’s tme by tafang up 
forty soldiers behind them we can have eighty men in any part or the 
island completely armed, ready to injpede an enemy’s landing or to q^t 
any sudden insurrection. The charge of all this is but very small. 
captain alone vtill receive pay. As for a lieutenant and cornet we snali 
oblige some of (your) Honours^ own servants to officiate in those places. 
Quartermasters wc w’ant none and the three corporals will have but four 
Xeraphins a month each more than private sentries. 1 roopers ^ we 
shall choose out of the garrison soldiers ; and though the garrison 
companies are the breaker, it matters not. Instead of them there shall 
always U a division of the hoi*se to keep a guard over against the Fort 
Gate^ The most part of the horses shall be of the country breed, which 
will cost but Es. 60, 80, or 100 each. They will not need that high feed- 
ing of and butter commonly given to all horses in these parts, and 
whereas it is the custom for every horse to have a horsekeeper, we will 
endeavour to make one horsekeeper serve two horses ; and for grass 
and hay w'e “will make the island supply us for nothing, as it has 
hitherto done for the thirty-one horses we now have which were ever 
a great charge and yet of no defence for want of modelling into a 
troop and disciplining. ¥fe think ourselves very happy in the choice 
of so expert and discreet a commander as is over them, the President 
and Couneil having conferred that employment upon Captain Richard 
Keigwin.^ 

As regards the health of the soldiers the same letter continues : Our 
soldiers, thanks be to God, continue very healthful. For whereas last 
y^ir (16v5“76) from October to February there died above 100 men, 
Mb jmt (167647) we have not lost fifteen and most of them from 
imposttiinimtion in the liver* Much of this benefit we must attribute 
to our new hospital, we having taken the old court of judicature for 
that use, a liospito! being a thing so highly necessary. Soldiers do not die, 
M some vainly imagine, by any fatality concomitant to the clime, but 
If toeir irre^ilarity and want of due attendance when sick. For to 
geiwoas in a flux strong drink and flesh is mortal, which to make an 
Ihif lish soldi, er leave off is almost as difficult as to make him divest his 
natures even though frmmi death be kid down before him as the reward of 
the il .gratifying his palate. Thk is the true cause our Bombay bills 
of uttorSdity have swells so h^h, whereas in ihe hospiipl nothing can 
come in or out without pissing the Doctors eyes. We have great 
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confidence this hospital will save your Honotirs’ some 100 ponntls 
yearly which the transport oi soldiers exacts. 

As re^rds guns for the fort the same letter notices : We have this 
year (1076-77) received some large guns of 6 ewt. each, lliey are 
not so ])roper for onr fort as they are wanting in length. Herein lies 
till? advantage a fort has over shipping, that ere the ship can approach to 
batter, the fort is able to sink the ship with her long gnns vhieh no 
Shipp’s deck is able to receive or to endure its reverse or reeochet. For 
the defence of the fort, we suppose it very necessary for your Honours 
to send out 20 or 25 gnns, each 18 to 22 feet long. These would 
likewise be a terror to all people.^ 

Ini^farch 1G77 the Pi-esident at Surat sends commissions for a lieute- 
nant and cornet to the troop of horse at Bombay. Tlie letter dated 12th 
March runs : Herewith we send you Mr. John Harnigold and Mr. 
John Pctit^s commissions for lieutenant and cornet to the troop of 
horse on the island which we desire you to deliver unto them.- 

In April 1677 an accidental gunpowder explosion did considerable 
damage and led to a war- council to punish tiie offenders. Uie Bombay 
letter to Surat of the 10th April runs i We had lately an unfortunate 
accident befallen us and yet we have reason to bless God for his deliverance 
of us from a greater mischief. It was thus. The storekeeper as customary 
had sent up some powder to dry upon the north-east bastion. It was 
about two o^clock in the afternoon when one of our Gorporals by name 
tStanton took an old bandalier or leather pistol case and filled it with 
wildfire, intending to tie it to a dog’s tail then in the guard. Coming 
to the gate, the dog being not in the way, he took the bandalier, 
tiiere being a string tied to it and flung it towards the Judge’s old house. 
The wind being very strong the bandalier blew upon the Imstion and 
fired the drying powder 35 barrels all English. Eight coolies and one 
sentry who were tending the powder were all burnt to deatli, whereof 
six were blown into the ditch and the parade, and some limbs were carried 
over the fort. The shock was so great, much of the powder bcdng in 
a heap, that it blew open all the doors of the magazines in the fort 
though well locked. Nay the shock blew open the doors of the rooms 
under the Second’s lodgings and made most part of the town slxake. It 
sunk the terrace of the bastion a small matter, but lias done the arch 
tindemeiith no damage. We load this day a Council of War upon the 
Corporal. Having examined all witnesses and circumstances, including 
several that saw him make the fuse and fling it, we could not find him 
guilty of any wilful treacherous design. Still that an officer into w^'hose 
lands our lives are all sometimes entrusted should be so wretchedly 
careless he being but a little before come off the bastion himself, we 
<»£hiered him from aver more bearing mns, and to ran the gauntlet 
tiirea t'lmes for ait example to all.^ 
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The same letter contains the first reference to a sadly common entry, 
railitary complaict of insuffieient pay : Our troopors beg some small 
an^^nientation to their pay, they wearing out more clothes than a foot 
soldier and must provide themselves with short boots against the rams. 
We liave given them no answer.^ 

The same letter further notices : Our soldiers do humbly beg your 
Honour to take into consideration the loss they receive in the money that 
is paid them. This loss on bujeruks^ is near 3U per cent and on 
lb or 18 per cent. Also provisions are growing so dear upon the island 
that they are not able to subsist. We have not in the least encouras^ed 
them to "expect any favour. Your Honour may please to resolve what 
is fitting to be done.^ 

In reply regarding the pice payment to soldiers the Surat President 
writes to Bombay on the 26th April 1677 : We are not well pleased 
with the soldiers^ request to consider of the great loss they receive by 
liaving their wages paid them in hujerahs and (liigdnis. We have given 
no orders for altering the value of the said species and presume youliave 
not raised them but that they pass still current for what they did upon 
the island. As to their passing abroad we are not to concern ourselves ; and 
if there be any abuse in the shroffs by their raising the vatdv or exchange 
you must punish them. But we had information b}^ the late Deputy 
Governor that the chief officers do much abuse the soldiers in keeping all 
the silver and gold to themselves of which they make an advantage to the 
soldiers'' prejudice. We suspect this petition and design to be fomented 
by them which we would have strictly enquired into ; and inform us the 
truth of what you fi.nd. It is a thing of bad consequence to alter the 
settled pay of the soldiers who are a quarrilous (querulous) ungrateful 
people and never satisfied. We are sure there is no garrison in Asia or in 
Europe l>etter paid than that of Bombay and yet they are always craving. 
If provisions are dear, you must use all just means to procure them plenty 
and cheap as you can, but for altering their pay or the vatdv of the 
current coin^ we do not approve it.^ 

In the same year 1 677 the Bombay Council once more write on the 
same subject — the discontent of the soldiers due to short pay. Their letter 
to Surat of the 2 1st October runs : W^e did formei*ly prefer a petition of 
all the soldiers concerning the shortness of the pay, to which we received 
an answer that no alteration could be made in it. We shall not pre- 
iume to diye into the causes of such a denial, but we find ourselves 
obliged to give your Worships a daily account of the state of affairs on 
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this island and cannot but let you know all the soldiers are extremely 
discontented, they alleging they are not paid three parts o£ 21 shillings 
per month, and the present dearness and scarcity o£ all sorts o£ proTisions 
does make the grievance more felt. We have hitherto exi>erieneed too 
iimeh fidelity from them to think they will be tempted to act an^'thing 
contrary to your duties. Y et we must needs say, sliould any evil 
consequence happen^ that this will be the real occasion thereof.-^ 

Toivards the close of the year 1677 on the same subject of the soldiers^ 
pay, the Bombay Council again write to Surat on the l^th December : 
The clause of the President's letter of the 26th April concerning the 
soldiers'’ pay we did then thoroughly peruse, but it being an absolute order 
to us we would not presume farther to discuss upon it. Our opinions 
have been often plainly declared that the soldiers are cut of the pay 
a considerable matter. It was ordered by the President 'when here 
that 19 phadeas {pha(Ii(U)^ should pass for a Xeraphin. We can 
indeed order that a penny shall pass for twopence but it is not all the 
proclamations and commands we can issue out shall be of force to effect 
it. It is certain the kings and potentates of Europe do put what 
value they please on their coins which pass current in their own territories, 
but while Bombay is but eight miles long we do not see any possilility 
of following their rules. Here is nothing growing on the island but 
coeoanut, and all things we w^ant from abroad ; and though the President 
is pleased to say that we ought not to be concerned however money 
passes abroad, yet how shall we get provisions and goods on the island 
except our money goes ofE to fetch them ; and wiiat is intended by tliat 
clause that we should use all just means to procure them plenty and 
cheap when the very fountain head is stopped, that is money prohibited 
to be carried off. The shroffs are marked out as the cause of this 
distemper ; but we do not see on what ground ; for they do not ra^se 
the vatdv as is objected, but rather lower it, for the Xeraphin instead of 
19 fhaclim is worth 29. Suppose the King of England should issue 
out a i)roclamation that four farthings should go for a penny ; if any 
person should give another eight farthings for his penny, we cannot 
imagine this is punishable, and this is just our case ; and to order the 
shroff to give people silver for the bujentks, is a disowning our coin ; for 
if hujeruks are current, what occasion is there for shroffs to exchange 
them into silver, and if they are not current, there is reason of a complaint, 
people receiving but 19 phadids instead of 29. Our diKjdn’U indeed go 
current off the island, that is at 23 phadids per cent or thereabouts 
and not at 19 as we pay them on which is 20 per cent loss ; neither 
do we argue the necessity of allowing the soldiers the utmost value of 
the bazar, which rises and falls every day. We believe two phadids 
in a Xeraphin'’s advance w^ould highly content them and so low as that 
it Aever falls. This is only our opinion with a submission to your 
W orships^ letter.^ 
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On the subject o£ military retrenchments the Court of Dirctors 
write to Surat on the 22nd April (1681 or 1682) : By the recruits of 
English soldiers we sent you in our last ship for Bombay or by any 
thing wrote in our last general letter (except only Oaptain Keigwin s 
wages and entertainment), you are to understand that wc do not 
break in upon our former retreneliment. We are resolved that the 
establishment for that island shall not be enlarged but rather lessened. 
In order to this let our Deputy Governor of Bombay Ipiow we shall not 
think w’’ell of him if we do not hear that he hath discharged the like 
number of Portuguese soldiers in lieu of so many Englishmen as shall 
arrive in safety at Bombay/ 

In spite of this opinion during the next year the strength of the garrison 
was increased. On the 15th August 1683 the Court wrote to Bombay : 
W" e have now a complete company of foot soldiers on board the ship 
Charles IL Sir Thomas Grantham Commander: This company of 
soldiers which is under the command of Lieut. Oglethorp, after they 
have been at Bantam, are to return to your place and to be made up a 
third company, whereof the Second of our Council at Bombay shall ahways 
be Captain. And \ve shall by our first ships send you forty soldiers 
to recruit that and our other two companies by which you will see oui* 
intent is that our standing garrison at Bombay shall always consist of 
three complete English companies.^ 

As regards the position which Sir Thomas Grantham was to occupy at 
Bombay, the Court write to Surat on the 7th April 1684: We do 
appoint Sir Thomas Grantham during his ship^s being in Bombay road 
to be of our Council there, and to take place after our Deputy Governor 
while he is of that Council.^ 

The addition of a third company and the building of a bastion and 
like measures taken to ensure the protection of the inhabitants led to the 
imposition of a tax on the people. In its Justification the Court write to 
Surat on the 7th April 1684 : The island of Bombay hath stood us 
first and last above £300,000 and now we are entering upon a further 
charge by the order we have and hereby give yon to build up that bas- 
tion which is wanting, and by the addition of a third standing company 
and two standing companies of Rashpouts (Rajputs). So that any man 
endued with reason must needs see the necessity and equity of oui*^ 
making such levies upon the inhabitants as may at least serve to support 
the growing charge of their protection. 

The same letter continues : Those two companies of Rashpouts 
{Rajputs) we would have you hire from the main upon the best terms 
you can, to be paid weekly part in rice and part in money as you can 
agree. Let them be such entirely as have no affinity with the 
Rortuguese, nor any dependence upon the Moghal or Sambhaji but 
wholly upon ourselves. You may promise them they shall be quartered 
and keep guard by themselves, be commanded by their own captains and 


^ Ccwrt to SuTat 22]id Aprit (1681 or 1682), Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol, 1 of 
1681 - 1681 ), 13 - 
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ofRcers, and use tlieir own weapons, bnt always subject to the command 
o£ onr Deputy Governor who is Lieutenant General o£ all our forces by 
sea and land belonging to that island o£ Bombay, in the absence of our 
President whom we do hereby declare to be our Captain General 
requiring all our commanders, soldiers, and seamen to yield him obedi- 
ence accordingly. But both our President as Captain General and our 
Deputy Governor o£ Bombay as Lieutenant General are to act by consul- 
tation and advice of our respective Councils of Surat w^hen the General 
is there or of Bombay when he is upon that island. The Captain of 
our third company of English for the time being we always appoint to 
be our Major General. The two standing companies of Rajputs we 
would have always to consist of 100 men each and kept constantly 
to watch and mount the guards daily as the English soldiers do ; and 
in such station and proportion as yon shall think best for our service 
and as may best prevent any jarrings between them and onr English 
soldiers among whom you may now always enforce good order by a 
strict military discipline, His Majesty having granted ns by a new 
Charter the power of exercising martial law.^ 

By the middle of 1686 the number of soldiers was reduced to lessen 
the charges. About this time there was considerable sickness among 
the garrison, and medicines were badly wanted. The Bombay letter 
to Surat of the 28th July 1686 runs : After muster-day we shall give 
account to your Excellency about reducing the soldiery pursuant to 
the directions. We have received no medicines for the use of the 
garrison by this shipping and are much in want thereof, occasioned 
by the great number of sick peoj>le we have continually had and are 
likely to have. If we have not a sudden supply of what is expressed 
in the doetor^s list, it may endanger the lives of many, there being 
few or no drugs to be bought here and there being some drugs men- 
tioned in the said attestation which may be useful for the hospital. 
We desire your orders about them.^ 

In the same year 1686 one Robert Clarke belonging to the militaiy 
committed a murder. Dr. St. John the Judge was in favour of trying 
the offender by the Court of Judicature, while the Deputy Governor 
Mr. John Wyborne and Council were in favour of the exercise of martial 
law. The Bombay letter to Surat of the 27th September 1686 runs : 
As to the trying of Robert Clarke by the Court of J udicature the 
Judge^s advice or opinion is of little value. The laws of war say 
quite another thing. So that if your Excellency please to adhere to 
l)r. St. John^s advice as to governing of an island or garrison, the 
Deputy Governor should never expect anything bnt confusion ; for he 
dare swear if we do not punish soldiers by martial law, no officer nor 
inhabitant can be safe in their lives or estates. We well know the 
common law will clear Clarke for murder and so it will any man for 
theft, great part of the jurymen not knowing how soon it may be 
their turn to be brought to the bar on the same score. The Deputy 


i Court to Surat 7th April 1684,^ Pub. Pep. Court’s Letters Wol. 1 of 1681 - 1686, 70 - 
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r n^m-n^v k sure Sir Josiak Child is wholly for governing by martial 
laHna hath been at a great deal of trouble to obtain it in times past 
We now write to that purpose, but will submit to your directions, and 
Clarke shall be tried accordingly that he may live and murder some other 

^°Thrfollowing Bombay letter to Surat, of the 28th September 1686, 
, • -crrelehed a state the soldiers sent from England some- 

shows m_ how ^ of tte Rf. worsh. Charles Zinzan 

times arrived, this ®me^_p PAmmoi, and accompanies the 

■ theRt. Hon- 


up in His Majesty^ ship 


who for 80 chests of treasure which 

oSe Company sent out in the ship mrcester. As her Gaptmn and 

cit f her men are very sick and as the ship is in a very distracted 
9 ^^0 liare thotiglit it mucli more safe and for the Rt. Honour- 

Su\° Masters^ service to send tte said treasure to you in His Majesty's 
^hin than to let it remain onboard ot the Worcester, not knowing 
Icrhirt «hp will be able to sail. Even were her Captain well, many of 
her men are ill and those few that are well swear that they will die 
vo+Tia,. fh-ni ffo in the same ship again. They have been used so ill by 
their Captain. Our Rt. Honomrable Masters sent in the said ship for 
this^plaee ‘so poor men as soldiers. Of these 19 came on shore here 
alive • but there were but two of them could stand on their legs, the 
othcr^lT were carried to the hospital, two of whom are already dead 
Ld most of the rest we fear will die.^ ^ 

As the increase in the wealth and importance of Bombay failed to 
compensate for the heavy fresh chargp of 1684, to make good the 
deficit the Court suggested a reduction in the pay of the Bombay troops. 
To this the Bombay Council in their letter to Surat of the 31st October 
1686 make the following protest: The reducing of the menu’s pay is so 
weio-hty a matter that we hope you will think it fitter for His 
Exeellmcy Sir John Gayer to do than any man else. The now Deputy 
Governor (Mr. J. Wyborne) says that both himself officers and soldiers 
were entered at the East India house and agreed to have the same allowance 
of pay that His Majesty’s guards in England had. The men indented 
to serve for the said salary and we know that provisions of all sorts are 
much dearer here than ever they were. At this allowance of pay some 
of the men are starved or else so many of them would not die, for it is 
certain there was never more care taken of the men than now is by this 
Deputy Governor,® 

Soon after, more severe measures than a reduction of pay were carried 
out. About the close of 1686 the four companies of soldiers (apparently 
the second Rajput company was never raised) were reduced to three. On 
the 2 nd December 1686 the Bombay Council write to Surat : We some 
time si nee received a letter from your Excellency which enordered us to 
reduce the four companies into three which was immediately done.* 


5 Bombay to Surat 27th Sept. 1686, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 25. Forrest’ s 

BomSrto SuraV 28 th Sept. 1686, See. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 26. 

3 Say to Surat 31st Oct: 1686, Sec. Out. L. B. 4of 1677- 1687, 31. 

^Say to Surat 2nd Dec. 1686, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 37. 
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It has been noticed above that Sir John^Wyhorne^ the Deputy 
Governor of Bombay/ took a special interest in the welfare of the Bnro- 
pean soldiers in Bombay . On the 29th December 1686 the Bombay 
Council made the following representation to the Court on the subject of 
the ill treatment of recruits on the voyage out : We desire that more care 
may be taken when your Honours send out any men hither as soldiers 
or servants. The poor men are generally so starved or beaten and 
abused that they fall into the scurvy and half of them die by the 
w’ay or come on shore so sick and w^eak as to be altogether unfit for 
service. The men that came out on the Hew London wem the healthiest 
strongest men that ever came hither ont of England. This we snppose 
was occasioned by Sir John Wyborne^s care of and charity to them. 
Here were landed 62 men all fit to bear arms the first day. When your 
Honours agree with any Captain of your ships to bring your servants 
out for India, pray be pleased to agree that each man have so many 
ounces of bread a day. For if men be served a Weeks's bread at a time^ 
it often happens tliat one steals from another and if a poor man loses a 
week^s bread before he comes to have any more^ he is half starved ; so 
it is necessary to have them served daily. Besides the captains say 
they allow them so many pounds of bread a week but they allow not 
above 10 ozs. to the pound which starves the poor wretches, and all 
other provisions proportionable. The men that came on the Woi^cester 
frigate we have reason to believe were ill used. There came but nineteen 
I)oor souls on shore and but two of the nineteen able to stand, all having 
the scurvy. Great part of them are since dead in your hospital. W^e 
humbly beg on the poor meiFs behalf if you may have occasion to send 
out hereafter that some other care may be taken for their safety and 
your Honours^ service and this country's security, for in the main 
your Honours are the losers. V 

In January 1687 a fresh batch of recruits arrived regarding whom 
the Bombay Council in their letter to Surat of the 23rd January 1687 
write : On the 20th as soon as his ship was at an anchor Captain 
"Willdey came on shore. He told us that he wanted w^ater for his 
ship-’s company not having filled any since he came from the Mauritius. 
We thought it convenient w^hile he did lie here afiliing of w^ater, to 
land the powder on board him. In order to his despatch we sent 
four boats on board her to land the soldiers and their arms and clothes. 
There are come over in her 68 men as soldiers on the Et. Honourable 
Company^’s accounts, of which one is lieutenant, one ensign, four ser- 
jeants, four corporals, and two drummers. The agreement that they 
made in England we have not, neither that of the men that came 
in the shi|) Okarles IL We pray your Excellency to send us those 
papers if come to your hands, also your orders how to dispose of them 
whether to keep them in rolls distinct or mix them. They have colours 
and officers for two companies as corporals serjeants and drnmmers. 
W^e can make them no allowance till we hear from you. The officers say 
they were all made officers in England and received advanced money 
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as such. Enclosed Oomes a roll of tlie officers and soldiers^ names tliat 
we have landed out o£ this ship. Captain Willdey says lie has buried 
upwards o£ 100 men most of them seamen/ 

As the question of reducing the soldiers^ pay was still pressed, the 
Bombay Government wrote to Surat on the 5tih February 1087 : We 
are verv sensible the Honourable Compaiiy has ordered the soldiers^ ])ay 
to be reduced to Xeraphins at 20d. and^are in general for putting that 
order in execution. But we humbly beg leave to lay down some 
considerations befoi’e we pointbknk ran npon it. The Honourable 
Company^ orders to immediately dismiss out of their service all such as 
shall refuse to receive them pay at the rates established for their coin to 
go here are strict. Still the consideration remains, if the Rt. Honourable 
Company should but begin with one private sentinel to cashier him on that 
account, they would possibly leave but few but hath already repented 
of their coming out and would be glad of such an occasion to quit their 
service. For most part of what now come out as recruits are able 
seamen and will not be yoked unless land- service be easier to them 
than the sea. And considering the circumstances our nation lies under 
here in India, not knowing how soon we mw be in action, for the 
honour and good of our nation we humbly oner it as our opinion not 
at this juncture to e&ct a saving but rather to labour to give an 
encouragement tlian a discouragement to men that must stand by us 
and no doubt will when their pay is eneoumgiiig and all they fight for, 
We leave this wholly to your Excellency'^s consideration. If reductions 
cannot be avoided at this juncture, we beg your Excellency will be 
pleased to put forth a proclamation that it may be openly published 
at the head of all the companies what the will and pleasure of the 
Et. Honourable Company is relating to the alteration and settlement of 
all the money rates to be paid in this island. This will not only satisfy all 
tliat shall hear it but be a standing rule for ms to act by. Then tlie new 
rates shall no longer be delayed on our parts but immediately be put in 
execution. We hope what we have here laid down may not be taken 
amiss.^ 

This remonstrance had no effect. On the 28rd March 1687 the 
Bombay Council write to Surat : We have paid the garrison the last 
monWs pay at the rate of 20|d. the Xeraphin to the dissatisfaction 
of most people as well ofideers as soldiers. Since that pay day a great 
many of onr French and Dutch have laid down their arms and are gone 
off from the island. The topasses in general say they shall be starved, 
provision of all sorts being so very dear. But all the people^s hope is 
that when your Excellency comes yon will take pity on them and give 
^m their former allowance. A copy of the agreement the men made 
in England who have come out in the Tonqaeen we herewith send 
you.* 


• Bombay to Surat 23rd Jan. 1687, See-. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1687 54 
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The following fi-om a letter o£ the Court to Surat^ dated the 3rd 
January 1691, shows the steps taken to replace the Europeans destroy- 
ed by the pla.giie during the three previous years : As we have sent you 
by the first ships what soldiers we possibly could, so we intend by our 
latber ships to send you above 200 soldiers more to Bombay. We hope 
to procure them by contract with some undertakers or captain conductors 
who are to put them on boai'd our ships. This matter of the soldiers 
we are the more earnest to accomplish, because they are the best argu- 
ments and cards you can show to secure to the Company and their 
successors forever the lands forfeited to us upon Bombay.^ As we 
would not for any gain in the world injure any innocent man, so on the 
other hand we will not part with any revenue that is justly accrued to 
us by the present and ancient laws of that island. 

It is perhaps a eomcidenee that the despatch which accompanies tins 
somewhat questionable policy of forfeit with an unealled-for parade of 
high motives should also contain the following : We send you on the 
IVu> mas 25 Bibles for the use of our garrison at Bombay. By the 
next ship|)mg you shall inceive a further supply,^ 

In spite of the special care taken of them the 169d recruits do not 
seem to have found life in Bombay attractive. On the 18th February 
1695 the Council issued the following order to a Ship Captain : Hearing 
that you have on board some people belonging to this garrison, we 
require you to send them on shore on receipt hereof. For the fatnro 
you are not to receive any person from hence without our orders as you 
will answer the same to our Right Hon^ble Masters,^ 

In June 1703 the Court draw attention to the need of better food 
and lodging for the troops in Bombay. In addition to recommending 
the building of barracks somewhere near the fort the Court add : Some 
proper person in the nature of a sutler is required to provide and oversee 
that the provisions be good and wholesome. The soldiers should also 
be kept under strict military discipline and not suffered to lie a night 
out of the fort or barracks.^ 

Five years later the Court again insist on the necessity of barracks. 
On the 20th April 1708 they write : We positively require, all excuses 
apart, that you provide barracks for the soldiers and a good sutler for 
want of which we hear the soldiers are forced to lodge with the natives 
who soon poison them. Also that the hospital be more looked after, 
and a matron or more be pitched upon to attend it, and have for her or 
their pains what you think a proper allowance.^ 

Two years later the question of officers'" pay again comes to the front. 
On the 24th March 1710 the Court write to Bombay : For want of 


^ This apparently refers to tlie forfeit of their lands hy people who fled or sided with 
the Bidis during the Sidi occupation of the island in 1689-90. 
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vour books wc cannot see ’trhat is the pay allowed to the officers in ilio 
military. But as we have found our people at the coast (Madias) aiid 
bav f Calcutta) liave made larger allowances to them than we contracted 
^tb them we repeat that when we sent them from hence wc have wrote 
them and do now tell yon that a lieutenant has but four pounds a 
mLh an ensign three pounds a month, a serjeaut tety shillings, a 
S^J-poral twenty-fom- sliillings, and a pnyate sentinel twenty-one 
shillings a month; and that they be paid thnteen months to the year.^ 

In ae same letter the Court farther direct Bombay to send by 
every shin a list of all Enropean soldiers and officers in the military, 
with the monthly allowances^ and where they severally keep guard. 
Also to send the like for the Christian out-guard and topasses, with an 
account of what number is necessary for each place.^ 

During the next five years (1710-1715) the vereadores seem to have 
been excused from providing trained bands or militia. “ In their letter 
of the 5th April 1715 the Court order Bombay to examine and write 
home if the new agreement with the vereadores to excuse them from 
finding trained bands or militia in consideration of fifteen thousand 
Xeraphins a year he a sufficient equiyalent. And to state if this change 
does not so alter the ancient constitution of the island as may turn to the 
Company's prejudice ; and whether in return for the Xs. 15,000 the 
vereadores think themselves absolutely discharged from assisting in case 
of any invasion by an enemy.^ 

Regarding commissions to military officers the Court write on the 5th 
April^lTlo: Having taken into consideration the method you are to 
use in giving eommissions to military officers, \ve hereby direct that 
ail commisions to be hereafter given out to them, be granted by the 
Governor for the time being, and by his authority ; and that he only 
sion the same. Also where it has been usual to put the Conipany^s 
seal thereto, that the like method be still continued and the seal affixed 
aeeordin^dy. That the Governor have power singly to suspend any 
military officer for breach of orders or failure in his duty until the next 
Consultation day. But that no officer be entertained in our service under 
your presidency or cashiered and expelled from thence without the consent 
of tlie President and Council or the major part of them met in Consul- 
tation, the whole Council being duly summoned.^ 

The question of military pay once more comes to the front in 1732, 
when the Court describe their own financial expedient of 1686 as a 
mean practice. In their letter of the 7th June 1732, the Court write : 
We are informed the military and marine have laboured under some 
hardships. You must necessarily be apprised that the agreement made 


* Cotui to Bombay 24tli Mar. 1710 para 74. Comp, of Standing Ord. VoL 1 of 
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with them here; is that the soldiers should I’eceive one pound one shillino’ 
a month, reckoning twelve months to the year. We direct that this 
be paid them in rupees at the same rate as our covenant servants receive 
their salary, and a stop be put to tlsat mean pi'actice of deliveiing out 
seventy-two pice for a silver rupee, when the poor soldiers must part 
with seventy-six or seventy-eight to purchase one, or which is the same 
in effect, the value of one. Even though (as we hope is the ease) the 
difference be brought to our account, yet we cannot allow such a 
piaetice to be just. Besides rectifying this abuse, you must have a 
watchful eye over the officers and paymaster, and suffer them not to 
impose on the soldiers any hardsliips whatsoever. On the contrary 
they must give the soldiers all fitting encouragement.^ 

On receipt of these orders, on the 30th of March 1733, the Bombay 
Council direct that the land and marine paymasters pay the ^officers 
soldiers and sailors in the military and marine in silver or pice at "the rate 
of eighty pice for one silver rupee, -^nd, that there may be no objection 
to this exchange, it is agreed that for the future eighty piee diall be- 
received into the Company'’s treasury, the custom house cash, the 
warehouse, and the general stores as a rupee. Also that a publication 
be issued to this purpose tliat all inhabitants may be apprised thereof to 
take place from the 1 st of ApriL^ 

In October 1736 the question of barracks again comes under discus- 
sion. On the 8th October 1736 the Bombay Council passed the 
following orders : Frequent representations having been made of tlie 
inconvenieney of the foot barracks and gmrd rooms in the fort that 
they are not near large enough for the number of' Euroxoeans we have- 
on shore in the time of the rains, and tliat the guard rooms particularly 
are very damp and not capable of sheltering the people from the 
inclemency of the season which we are assured has occasioned the loss 
of some of them, it is agreed that such repairs be made as are necessary 
and such additions as are absolutely Avanted to accommodate the soldiers.. 
The paymaster is enjoined to see that the Honourable Company be not 
put to any superfluous charge therein.'^ 

The Bombay Diary of the 11th. August 1737 records : Our Honour- 
able Masters are at great expense to supply us with European soldiers, 
including the outlay on those who die before their arrival here. Every 
man they send stands them in betw^een £16 and £20,.^ 

To provide accommodation for ensigns the Bombay Diary of the 
17th Pebrnaiy 1738 contains the following orders The apartments 
for the ensigns upon the east curtain in the fort being very old and 
undermined by rats lately fell down. As there is a great want of 
accommodations for the said officers, it is agreed that tlie apartments be 
rebuilt in the most frugal manner possible,^ 


^ The mistaken £1 3s. is. corrected to £1 Is^in Courtis Letter of 15th March 1733. 
Court to Bombay 7th. June 1732 para 39. Comp, of Sianding Ord. Vol. 1 of 
1715-1721, 200, 202. 

® Bom. Gov, Consultation SOlh March 1733, Tub.. Diary 6 of 1732-33, 85. 

"^Bom. Gov. Consultation 8th Oct. 1736, Public Diary 9 of 1736, 3S5. 

® Bom. Gov. Diary 11th Aug. 1737, Tub, Diaiy 10 of 1736*37, 181. 

®Bonu Gov. Oonsultation 17th Feb. 1738, Tub. Diaisy 11 of 2737-38^45^ 
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To preveiit soMiors ancl abseiititig thoniselves at nig4it^ 

Govenmient issued the following orders on the 2(ith May l/o8: 
Whereas it hath been found that the soldiers and nmnners Iwe fre- 
quently absented themselyes in the night from the quarters where 
they are ordered to lie, being encouraged thereto from the enter- 
tainment aSorded them by the other inhabitants, which practice tendg 
to the great inconvenieney of the public service as well as to prejudice 
the health of the said soldiers and sailors. To remedy these evils ^ the 
saM President and Governor by and with the consent and advice of his^ 
Council doth hereby forbid any Bbandaris or other inhabitants wiilioufe 
the town gates to entertain any European soldier or sailor m their houses 
before nine of the clock in the forenoon or after seven in the evening on 
penalty of forfeiting five rupees for every offence. The said Bbandaris 
and other inhabitants are hereby positively forbid buying any of the 
said soldiers^ regimental or other clothing, or any of their arms accoutre- 
inents or ammunition on any pretence whatever on the like penalty of five 
rupees on every offence. That no person may plead ignorance hereof, 
the said President and Governor hath caused these presents to be pub- 
lished by the beat of drum and affixed at the usual places. Given in 
Bombay Castle, the ^6th day of May in the eleventh year of the xe^‘gii 
of our sovereign Lord George II. King of Great Britain &c. a.d. 1738.^ 

When the Company^’s covenanted civil military and marine servants 
wanted to remit money to England, the Government granted them bills 
of exchange on the Court of Directors. The military and marine 
found that where they were paid at *2s. 6d. the rupee for their service 
they were allowed only 2s. 3d. the rupee when they wanted to remit 
money to England. In reply to a petition on this subject, on the 
9th November 1738, the Bombay Council passed the following orders : 
Several of our military and marine officers have made complaints of 
the hardships of paying them at 2s. and 6d. the mpee and giving them 
bills at 2s. and -Sd. On recourse to the orders of our Honourable Masters 
relating to exchange, it is observed that they are pleased to permit all 
their servants to pay in their money at 2s. and 5d. And as we presume 
our Honourable Masters do not mean to lay their seiwants in the military 
and Doarine under such hardship and therefore that in their last orders 
they include them as well as their covenant servants, it is agreed that 
we grant bills to all covenant, military, and marine servants at 2s. 
and 5d, At the same time as we are not certain whether onr Honourable 
Masters look upon the officers of the Europe ships as owners or as 
their servants we give these officers certificates for the number of rupees 
they may pay in, leaving to onr Honourable Masters to adjust the 
exchange until they give us explicit orders.^ 

Under the influence of the fear of the MarMh^s, inspired by their 
successes against the Portuguese, at a Consultation of the 16th April 
1739 idle Board ordered that every gentleman and English inhabitan t 
not comprehended in military, marine, or gninroom, be provided with 
arms and accoutrements to have by him in readiness on any call or 


^ Sec. Out. L. B. 8 of 17S8-1741, 5. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 9th Kov. 1788, Pub. Diary 11 of 1737-38, 288-289. 
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occasion, and tliat tlie storekeeper Ibe dii^eeted to lomisli them. Agreed 
likewise tliatthe President recommend to the gentlemen their instructing 
themselves in the use and exercise o£ small arms, which may better 
enal3le them to be more serviceable in the defence of the place, should 
occasion require it Certain of the Portuguese who sought shelter 
ill Bombay on the fall of Bassein had taken service as soldiers. At 
a Consultation on the 27th July 1739 the President observed that 
the Portuguese that are enrolled in our military are distinguished 
from all other Europeans by receiving less pay than they, although 
no reasons appear assigned for it. In consideration of the gallant 
behaviour of the soldiery at Bassein, the encouragement it will be to 
them to list in our service as occasion shall offer, as well likewise to 
ensure the fidelity of those already listed, the Board resolved that hence- 
forward the pay of a European Portuguese in our military be equal 
to that of all the rest of the Europeans in onr service, the same being 
actually observed at present in the marine. The Board add : It may be 
here remarked that the Europeans procured in these parts are impressed 
without the cost which those sent out from England stand onr Honour- 
able Masters in, and are generally found to be more sober and service- 
able. At the same Consultation (27th July 1739); in consequence of 
the Maratha successes, the President remarks to the Board that our 
present circumstanees and insecurity render it very necessary to consult 
the best means of strengthening our military at the least expense to 
our Honourable Masters. That therefore on enquiry, finding our num- 
ber of topasses greatly decreased and most of those in our pay disabled 
oc almost passed service through age or infirmities, he proposed recruit- 
ing them by inviting such a number of freshmen as could te got to 
take our pay, and, whenever there should be a sufficient number of 
the new topasses, to disband in proportion our Gentu sepoys, who, on 
account of their caste being the same as that of the Marathas and for 
many other reasons, are not so much to be depended upon in case of an 
invasion, or indeed so serviceable and expert at firearms as the topasses. 
That, at a time when all necessaries of life are raised so much in their 
price, apprehending the smallness of our pay to be an obstacle to our 
getting men fit for service and duty, some encouragement ought to be 
thought of to remove this obstacle. To secure this object it seems an 
absolute necessity either to raise the pay, which is to entail a perpetual 
increased expense on the Honourable Company, or to find out some 
other means or expedient as by furnishing topasses with rice at an 
under rate. This may make their support the easier, and in cheap times 
become without consequence or easily dropped as occasions offer. The 
same therefore is recommended to the mature deliberation of the Board, 
in order that the most effectual measures may be taken, both for the 
benefit of the service and for the ease of expense to our Honourable 
Masters, as far as consistently can be. This matter being of so great 
consequence, it is agreed tliat we take farther time to consider thereof 
come to a determination.^ 


> Bom. Got. Consultation 16th April 1739, Pub. Diaiy'l2 of 1788-39, 129. 
s Bom. Gov. Consultation 37th July 173% Eab. Diary 13 of 1738-39, 291-292. 
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At tlie same time to be prepared for any emergency Government called 
fora return of the strength and distribution of the garrison of the island. 
In reply the Commanding OiEeer submitted the follo^ving report, 
dated the 24th August 1739 : Agreeable to your Honours" orders 
I, Samuel Walker Commanding Officer; deliver you a state of the 
military and sepoys as they are now posted at the several guards 
and passes upon this island and on Underi and Buteher"s Island, 
and my opinion jointly with the rest of the officers.^ .After a strict 
review we decided that from old age and other causes 177 of the topasses 
were incapable of service. The reason why so large a proportion of 
the whole body are nnfit for service is that the low pay failed to attract 
good men and at the same time a large body had to be kept up to man 
the numerous posts, particularly the passes at Sion and Suri and the posts 
of WarliandMahim. Besides detachments were necessary formamiing 
the fleet in the fair season ; which by taking np the major part of our 
Europeans lia.s hitherto prevented the discharge of the aged and incap- 
able as no fresh men could be obtained. The difficulty of suitable 
recruits is now renewed from the number of topasses that have retired 
hither from the several parts of the Portuguese territories conquered 
by the Mard^thas. Further in all probability if the Portuguese do 
not receive a proper supply of men and money this September from 
Europe, they will be obliged to evacuate Ohaul and Daman. In both 
these garrisons they have a good body of topasses whieli, with proper 
encouragement, will in all probability retire to Bombay. It is our 
opinion, as many of them have been tried and refused to- take service 
at Es. 4 a month, that they^ will not enter at less than Es. G or 
Es. 5^, which in the cheapest time will do no more than barely main- 
tain their families, it being a truth well known that at Madras and other 
settlements the topasses have two pagodas (Rs. 6 to 7 a month). The 
bulk of the Bombay topasses have hitherto subsisted by families taking*^ 
care of and watering oarts and others manuring tlie batty grounds. In 
consequence they were dispersed over the island, at Mdhim Pavel 
or other distant places, so that they could not be got together in a body 
for some time. The ill consequences of their being dispersed in ease of 
an alarm is visible when you consider the situation of this island that 
the necessaries of life are mostly brought from the main, added to its 
being a place of trade which occasions a number of strangers from all- 
parts of the main to resort hither. Though we have it as a standing and 
positive order from your Honour to observe strangers coming on the 
island, yet, should any of the neighbouring powers forma design of 
invading this place, it is not impracticable for them to have a number of 
men concealed here under the hidden characters of merchants and others 
under a pretence of bringing necessaries. As they command numbers, 
when they have their designs formed they can attack you in different 
places. In our opinion this danger cannot more effectually be reme- 
died than by suffering none to live within the town walls except mer- 
chants and other people of credit, of whose affection and fidelity you 
have reason to be satisfied. Also at the same time to have habitations- 
provided for the topasses to live within the walls, and their subsistence* 
so increased as they may be able to maintain tlieir families witliont 
other helps. Therefore we apprehend the opportunity for augmenting- 
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the number o£ good topasses is not to be lost, they being a body of men 
to be depended upon in point of fidelity and discipline;, joined with a 
body of your Europeans whicli are now but few in number, and the 
climate not agreeing with a European constitution so well as we could 
wish. Further the badness and scarcity of flesh provisions, which is 
chiefly their food, are not to be remedied^ whilst the country in our neigh- 
bourhood remains under the Gentu government. Also out of the 
small number of Europeans you have got in garrison, too many of them 
from their first arrival were justly to be objected against, being not fit 
for this or any other service. We could wish it were recommended 
by your Honour that the persons employed by the Company in raising 
their recruits for this settlement, might be obliged to provide strong 
and healthy men. But we are glad to give it your Honour as our 
oiunion that the recruits come now on ihe Haisthigfield seem to us 
to be good men. Of your sepoys, the other branch of the force of this 
garrison which the necessity of your affairs obliged you to entertain 
until you could increase your number of Europeans and topasses, ^ve 
are unwilling to express any suspicion as they have not hitherto 
been detected in wnnt of fidelity to the service. At the same time 
as it is a practice of ihose eastern nations to corrupt the su])jGcts and 
servants of those powers they want to overcome, and^ as the sepoys in 
jmur service were formerly subjects and have their relations and are 
intermarried with the inhabitants of this neighbourhood, added to their 
being of the same religion, complete confidence is not. possible. Also 
when as at present your neighbouring powers have occasion for men, 
they give more pay than you do, which will of course draw your best 
men to their service. As they will never be brought to act in a body 
with Europeans and topasses, though a small number of them will 
always be necessary in the service, we could wish their numl^iers were less, 
aud the number of good Europeans and topasses increased. Those men 
that are incapable from their long services and other infirmities may he 
otherwise provided for as the number on the rolls is seemingly great, 
but in reality it is deceiving the service.^ 

At a Consultation of the 28th September 1739, after considering the 
above report, it is remarked that, in case of any sudden alarm, as the 
topasses when off guard live out of the town gates, in the oarts, and 
some as far out of town as M^him and Parel, it would be impossible 
to call a body of them together upon any such emergency. That 
therefore in our present situation, where we are surrounded by treacher- 
ous neighbours, who are notorious for watching all occasions of surprise, 
it is consequently requisite to keep a constant guard. It would be highly 
conducive to the safety of the town if a suflieient number of topasses 
had habitations within the town walls so as to be ready at any sudden 
warning to repair to their quarters. Against this change one material 
objection is the slenderness of their pay which is evidently insufficient 


^ Military OflScers’ Beport to Government 24tli Aug. 1739, Pub* Diary 12 of 1738-39, 
3S3-386<^ ' ' ' ^ . 
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to their maintenance and which they are obliged to mate np by little 
employs as labonrers in the oarts ; so that it Would be a great hardship 
to oblige them to live within the walls. For remedy to this the Presi- 
dent proposes that every able tojiass now on the rolls or hencefoinvarcl 
to be enlisted; that will engage to serve the term o£ five yearS; shall 
receive Es. 5 a month, which it is to be hoped will not only remove the 
aforesaid objection but encourage good and able men to list in our 
service, who are now kept from it by the smallness of the pa, y. The 
Board, Mr. Stonestreet dissenting, agrees with the report in holding the 
smallness of pay to be the chief reason that on a review of those men, 
so few will be found really serviceable or capable of doing* military 
duty. Considering next of the provision to be made for such as are 
invalids and incapable of doing military duty, and for that reason 
proper to he struck off the list of effective men, it is unanimously agreed 
that the following regulations be in force and take place at such time 
as the President shall judge convenient r All topasses invalids or 
incapable, who are private men, not having served seven years are to 
be struck off the roll, and one month'’s pay as gratuity is to be advanced 
them on their sa^d dismission. Such as are cpialified by seven years*' 
service or upwards and are disabled, invalids, or otherwise incapable, 
are to have pensions during their life at the rate of Es. 3 a month. 
Those that are under such incapacity and have served twenty-five years 
or upwards are to be pensioned at Hs. 4 a month during life. A black 
topass spjeant past duty is to be allowed Es. 5 and a corporal Es. 4 
also during 1‘ife. All these pensioners are nevertheless, on such occa- 
sions as their service may be wanted, to be employed according to their 
r^pective abilities at the discretion and under the orders of the proper 
officers.^ 

At a Consultation on the 3rd March 1740, the President observes 
to the Board that when any of our military, whether soldiers sepoys 
or subalterns, especially those married or in debt here to their captains, 
whence stoppage of any part of their pay here ensues, are sent on 
command to subordinate factories, such stoppages here breed a great 
confusion, the 'Honouj’able Company often suffering by onr payments 
here as in cases of death or desertion. To prevent this he proposes 
that henceforward such detachments shall, if possible, consist only of 
single persons, or, where such debts or engagments make stoppao*Gs 
ne(^sai 7 , t^t the Chief at the place they are sent to, see that proper 
satisfaction be made at the re.*|uest of the parties concerned, or as the 
case requires; so that the land paymaster's books here be not charged 
any longer with aewunts of persons that are on other establishments, 
in this opinion the Board coneurnng, the same is laid down as a stand- 
f tlie President will advise the 


“Bom. Gov. Consnltation 28tt Pept. 1739, Bub. Diary 12 of 1738-39 378 38n 
-Bom. Gov. Oonsaltetion 3rd March 1740,’ Pub! Ka^ II of 1731^ HI 
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On the 9tli May 1740 the President acquaints the Board that by a 
report laid before him lie is informed that the barracks in \rfiicli our 
military is quartered at Sion^, are so damp and unwholesome that the 
people there fall sick very fast. At the same time as there is no hospital 
in case of sickness they are obliged to be brought down to Bombay 
when their condition is at times too bad to admit safely of such a 
removal. That thereupon the engineer being consulted, gave assurance 
of building a reasonably commodious lodgment or eazern for about one 
thousand rupees, and a place to serve for a hospital for five hundred. 
On consideration of this matter it is agreed that these buildings he set 
about out of Iiand.-^ 

Embezzlements of shot and other stores from the fortifieafions led 
to the issue of the following orders by the Board on the 10th October 
1740 : The President moves for restraining the present pernicious 
license given to the inhabitants of dealing in the several ammunitions 
of war. He remarks that the gunner often complains of embezzle- 
ments of shot and other stores from the fortifications, and since 
dealing in arms is allowed, it is put out of his power to detect those 
who by their purchases encourage such thefts. The President there- 
fore proposes the issuing a publication prohibiting the buying of 
articles of ammunition ; that those now possessed of any, deliver within 
twenty days a true and exact list thereof, which are to be valued and 
paid for on account of our Honourable Masters. To this the Board 
agree.^ 

At a Consultation of the 27th October 1740 the Board issue the follow- 
ing orders *. It is remarked that the soldiers and sailors wdio through 
their own follies contract the venereal distemper have not hitherto paid 
anything for their care ; and the fixing a certain sum to be deducted 
out of their pay will probably discourage them from a repetition of the 
vice. It is therefore ordered that each common soldier pay to the 
Doctor Rs. 6, serjeants and corporals an increase proportionable to their 
addition of pay, and every mariner a month^s pay for liis attendance. 
And to the end that the persons may be satisfied of their Doctor, as 
well as to excite an emulation in point of care, it is to be left to the 
patient^s option whom to apply to, and the gratuity above specified is to 
be paid to him so employed.^ 

The Bombay Diary of the 13th January 1741 has the following entry : 
The President acquaints the Board that our Honourable Masters so 
repeatedly expressing their uneasiness under the great charges of this 
island, had caused in him the strictest attention to lessen every branch 
thereof when it could with any tolerable prudence be attempted ; that 
accordingly as we have not at present any advice of the Marathds’ 
intentions against us that they have any considerable bodies of men 
in our neighbourhood, he had, on his proceeding a few days past to 
muster at the out-forts in company with the land paymaster, observed 
that keeping so many Europeans in garrison at Sion, was attended 
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with a very great expense as their allowance of provisions amounted 
to as much as their pay. A phava of batty is also given monthly to 
531 men of the militia doing duty and pay to a doctor with diet and 
servants alone amounts to Es. 708 a year. On consulting the ofFicers 
they were of opinion the topasses might be suflicient in the present 
conjunctures and the Europeans with the doctor recalled ; that indeed 
it would be ^ requisite to continue a few of the militia for the several 
small batteries on the banks of the river but the number may be reduced 
to 144. These several items with two large boats withdrawn from 
the river will as by an estimate cause a reduction of Es. 14^364-1-10 
a year. On the other hand it is to be remembered that our security will 
depend on our having the best and earliest intelligence of the Mar^tMs^ 
movements which must be carefully sought after and some expense un- 
avoidably incurred. Yet as we believe on the whole a real saving will 
arise, we hope our Honourable Masters will approve of this step and 
be in some measure convinced no endeavgurs are wanting or opportunity 
slipped for bringing about what by them is so frequently enjoined.^ 


i Bom. Oov. Consultation 33th Jan. 3741, Pab. Diary 14 of 
The following statements show details of the estimated saving 
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On the 15th January 1741 the land paymaster makes the following 
report on the state of the barracks : The Captain Commandant having 
represented to me the iminous eondition of the foot barracks and the 
absolute necessity for giving then^ tborough repair before the rains, 
induced me to direct the engineer with the assistance of our head 


The following is an estimate of tlie monthlj expense of provisions allowed to Paity L 
including 86 Europeans, i tindal, 18 lasears, 1 topass, and 3 di-ummers and also batty 
allowed 7 companies of militia qms. 631 men doing duty at Sion and other outposts in 
November last. Likewise showing the present monthly expense of provisions to Party 
II. including 11 Europeans 12 lasears and 3 drummers together with an allowance of 
batty to lU militia the number to which the aforementioned were reduced tins day and 
also the amount of what the Company will monthly save by this reduction. 

Coit of Out»p 0 {st 8 y 


Provisions. 


Provisions for 86 Europeans : 
Rice 20 lbs. each per \ M. s. 


Rs. q. r. 


month is **. ... j 46 si at 1 2 0 per man. 

Dai (pulse) 10 lbs. 

each per month is 23 ,, 1 0 76 do. ... 

Ghi 3 lbs. each per 

month is ... 6 18 „ 6 1 50 do. 

Wood 350 each is 12,900 „ 2 10 per mill...! 

Ourvens (Dried fish) ^ Gorge. Nos. , 

1| each is } 6 9 at Rs.5 per corgej 

Beef 36 lb, each is 2136 at 6 pice each lb, ... 

Bread 22 lbs. each is 1892 at 2 Es. 3 qrs. per man 
Arrack 1 gallon each is 86 at Es. 130 per Legr. 


3 Drammers : 
Rice . 
Dal , 
Ghi 

Wood .. 


M. s. Ra. q. r. 
23 20 at 1 2 0 
11 30 „ 1 0 75 
2 34 „ 6 1 50 


per man- 
do, 
do. 


2115 „ 2 1 0 per mill 


Bs. q. r. 

69 

0 40 

■ 27 

1 41 

41 

0 48 

29 

0 10 

32 

1 0 1 
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2 PO 

185 

3 39 

74 

2 13 

35 

I 0 

13 

3 82 

14 
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4 
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Batty allowed to 531 militia people ) M. p. 
in 7 companies is ... .« ... ) 24 1 at Rs. 22^ per muda^ 


Less per month 


Monthly 
allowance 
to Party I. 
as charged 
in Decemherj 
Account, 
1740. 


q. r. 


641 3 61 


68 3 78 


540 3 I 


1251 2 99 
288 1 78 


1 21 


flints computed at ^ * 

Medicines yearly expended in Sion hospital valued at about 

Wine for the sick 6 doz. at Rs. 12 the dozen ... 

Doctor’s pay with a servant at Rs. 44 the month (now re-callea) ... 
Allowed for his diet B*. 15 the month more 

Wood for the hospital 5000 a month or 60,00(1 a year at.Rs. 2 J 

Candles for ditto 2 lbs. a month or 24 lbs. a year^ , . "ta * 

Boat hire for carrying provisions and the soldiers baggage to amd n 
DifiEerence in the value of bags and dappers containing the aforement 
when returned to the Moody about ... ^ 

Additional allowance for the sick whilst in the hospital aoout ... 


Monthly 
allowance 
to Party II. 
according 
to the 
establish- 
ment made 
6th Janu- 
ary 1741. 


Es. q, r. 


89 2 55 


44 0- 3 

24 3 76 

154 3 20 

386 0 40 

288 1 78 

963 1 21 

Per annum. 

11,559 2 0 


600 0 0 


350 0 0 


73 0 0 
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. 180 0. 0 
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■ 
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552 X 6 
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carpenters and l>rickkvers to survey the "barrack and to report its 
immediate state tliat^ if necessary, proper measures might be taken to 
render it secure and safe for the military. After making this survey 
the Engineer reports: About thirty-six years ago the foot barracks 
were built with walls of ehunam and stone not above one foot ten inches 
thick. As the walls were not thought of substance sufficient to bear 
upper rooms, it was judged eonvenient to cover the whole with a 
terrace which on examination was found to be about twelve inches thick 
and in the midst a pavement of stone. That finding a few years after 
tiiat the terrace became exceedingly leaky and rendered the barrack very 
wet and prejudicial to the health of the people, it was judged expedient 
that without taking up the terrace and jiavement a roof should be raised 
over them. This roof was accordingly made but of such bad materials 
that it is now ready to fall in, the rafters being entirely rotten and 
decayed, the greatest part of the ridge timbers broke, and the main 
beams cracked through in several places. For some years back this nppei* 
roof has teen supported by a few stanchions fixed in the common 
barrack that very much incommoded the people and likewise were liable 
to be thrown doym, thus making the whole in danger of falling in by 
the excessive we-ghfc of the terrace, pavement, and roof, the walls being 
not of substance snfilcienb to support so great a weight. The enghieer 
therefore esteemed it highly expedient that without loss of time the 
terrace should be taken off as well as the roof and that new beams 
should be fixed and an entirely new roof erected of the best materials 
in the most substantial manner. According to a caleulate delivered me 
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exceedingly improper, eonsidermg the mimber of fires continually alight, 
as well as the essay (assay) room adjoining thereto and likewise being 
so near the fort and foot barrack that any accident by fire would be 
attended with nielancholy consequences. And as making a small roof 
and covering it with tiles will not cost a large sum and will save an 
annual charge and likewise the whole will be rendered more secure, I 
take the liberty to recommend the doing it to your Honour. At the 
same time I am fearful the number of works already in hand will not 
admit of its being done this season.^ 

At a Consultation of the 30tli January 174 j 1 the following orders 
were passed on the Paymaster'^s report : The Board proceeding to 
consider the condition of the barracks so amply stated by the paymastor 
and the President acquainting them that he had in person lately viewed 
the building and consulted such as were reckoned the most competent 
judges, they esteemed them greatly ruinated as set forth in the letter now 
before the Boai’d. It is therefore agreed that the defects be remedied 
according to the proposal of our engineer and that the paymaster see to 
the performance with the best and most substantial materials avoiding 
at the same time any superfluous charge. That with regard to the 
sail room and apartments in the marine yard, it is certain that con- 
tinuing them in their present condition renders it greatly hurtful to 
the healtli of the people who inhabit there as well as destructive of the 
vessels^ sails by the damp rotting them during the rainy season and the 
beams and joices not being esteemed sufficient to support their present 
load of terrace, the whole may be reckoned of little duration or service. 
That the method hitherto pursued to make them in any tolerable degree 
dry and useful by covering them with cajans puts our Honourable 
Masters to a constant annual expense and is at the same time attended 
with the greatest hazard from fire, which, should it ever happen at a 
time when our vessels are on shore, even the whole of them may be 
destroyed, a consequence the most dreadful to this island. It is resolved 
that provided the walls shall on a strict survey be found of suflieient 
substance to be raised the height of 7| feet more, to the end of making 
convenient lodgments for the several stores belonging to the marine, 
that the same be set about ; hub if on the contrary it shall be thought 
anpvays detrimental or weakening to the fabric, that then only the 
terrace be taken off and a tile-roof erected.^ 

In answer to an application from the Chief and Factors of Surat for 
a supply of soldiers and other mihtary men, the Board passed the 
following resolution on the 9 th November 1741 : Considering the 
request of the Surat Chief and Factors to be supplied witli a serjeant, 
corporal, and 20 Europeans for defending their factory against any 
insults the (Moghal) government may throw in their way, we find that 
of 529 men left; to garrison this place only 60 are Europeans ; and 
from these tlie galivats are yet to be manned. For this reason it is 
thought imprudent to gratify Surat in this particular. Besides the 


^ ijaiid Paymaster (rovcnimcnt 15tli Jan. 1741, P. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 54-5G* ' 

" Bom. (iov* Cousuiiatiou 30th Jan» 174b Fat>+ of 40; 47,- • 
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Board does not conceive that the assistance asked would he of any real 
irvice, as it is presumed none will dare to rob or plunder u^ Should 
“prove otherwise, we can always obtam repai-ation by methods that 
^;e been found successMin parallel cases. The Chief and Factors must 
be admonished to pursue such a neutral part as will givn neither side 
cause of offence ; for that seems the most likely policy to cany them 
clear of trouble.^ 

In August 1742 some topasses offered themselves for enlistment at 
Rs 5 a month and promised to live within the walls. With reference 
to the former (1739) discussion, the Land ^aymaste^desired to 
if any should be now entertained. 

August 1742 has the followini 

® — -t •t't 1 I • ...XL 
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.1. The Bombay Diary of the 8rd 
o- entry: The Land Paymaster desires 
the Board will determine whether he may enlist any more topasses at 
the rate of Rs. 5 a month, as some have lately offered themselves. On 
this the President takes occasion to declare it is his real and nrm senti- 
ments the topasses ought to be encouraged to live and keep their 
families within the walls though at the additional allowance ot Rs. o. 
By that means they will always be ready for the defence of the town, 
and the presence of their families will be a sure pledge for their ticmiity. 
The President reminds the Board that during the reduction of the 
Portaguese territories the wives and children of the garrison were not 
timely brought into Bassein. The Mar^thas possessing themselves of 
the wives and children and threatening to cut them off even tinder 
Rie walls soon induced the men to surrender. The same, he adds, may 
happen to this place if the wives and children of the garnson are suffered 
to remain without. Indeed many of the topasses live at so great a 
distance that it would be difSiealt on any sudden attack to compose a 
body of them. The members apprehending our Honourable Masters^ 
orders too conclusive to admit of any more topasses being enlisted at 
that rate, the paymaster is ordered to enlist only_ such as will take 
Rs. 4 a month. Those already enlisted may be continued at the rate of 
Rs. 5, but as any die or leave the service, the pay must be reduced to 
those recruited in their room.® 

To ascertain what reductions could be made in the military charges 
a statement of the whole force was laid before the Board at a Consul- 
tation on the 13th August 1742. After discussion the following orders 
were passed : A state of the military force both soldiers and sepoys 
showing their distribution on guard at the several posts, detachments 
on board the vessels, and other services, is now laid upon the table 
and perused. On this the Board are of opinion that, provided any 
reduction be made, it had better be among the sepoys, as we can the 
mther depend upon the fidelity of the Christian soldiers than upon 
1 sepoys. Further though the number of the Christians appears to be 829 
‘ yet, as 285 of them are actually employed on the fortification 
works, it would answer no end at present to discharge them. Therefore 
the Board resolve to let the whole remain as they now stand till 


1 Bora. Got. Consultation 9tli Kot. 1741, Pub, Diary 14 of 1740*41, 455-456. 
3 Bom. Got. Consultation 3rd Aug, 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-4*2, 350-261. 
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Mr. Wake is upon the spot when this matter will be fully considered 
and determined upon.^ 


5 Bom, Gov. Consultation I3tli Aug, 1742, PuB. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 374, 379-382, 
Details showing the distribution of the military force are : 

Military Force at Bombay and Oul^-posts^ i7J^S. 


Companies and 
Stations. 

1 

"1 

B 

Lieutenants, 

e5 

fl 

be 

1 

Serjeant Majors. 

Serjeants, 

Corporals. 

Drummer 

Majors. 

i 

a 

a 

Europeans. 

Mustees 

(Mesties). 

m 

0 

1 
1 

Total, 

Compa7ms. 













Grenadier’s ComT>any.., 


1 

2 


7 

7 


3 

92 



112 

First do. ... 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

5 

i 

3 

58 

22 

165 

265 

Second or Mdhim do, ... 


1 

1 


16 

14 


6 

. 


161 

199 

Third or Sion do. ... 


2 

.L.. 

-■ft 

13 

12 


1 

. 

... 

278 

306 

Fourth do. ... 

... 

1 

3 


7 

§ 


3 

47 

8 

103 

177 

Fifth do. ... 

... 

1 

3 

u* 

7 

6 


3 

44 

5 

90 

169 

Sixth do. ... 

... 

1 

2 

■' ... 

6 

7 

■ 

3 

45 

7 

105 

176 

Seventh do. ... 


1 

2 

' 

7 

7 

irfK' 

4 

46 

7 

101 

175 

Bengal Detachment ... 

.... 


1 

... ■■ 

2 

4 

.. 


14 

... 

1 

22 

Total ... 

1 

9 

16 

1 

71 

67 

1 

26 

846 

49 

1004 

1591 

Bombay District, 













Fort Guard ... 


1 

1 


3 

3 


2 

81 

17 

46 

154 

Bandar do. ... 




“-r 

1 

1 


t-- ■ 



8 

10 

Pierhead do 

■ '' 





1 

u« 

... 

■ 

... 

5 

6 

Marine Yard Guard ... 



... 


1 

1 


... 


... 

26 

28 

Battery do. 



1 


1 

2 


1 

30 

... 

21 

56 

Church Gate do. 



... 


1 

1 




... 

26 

28 

Bazar Gate 



1 


2 

2 

WM, 

1 

27 

8 

9 

45 

Dongri Fort 



1 


1 

1 


1 



27 

31 

Custom. House 



■' ... 

... 

1 

1 



... 

... 

8 

10 

Barracks 



... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

1 


... 

17 

20 

Sick 



' ... ■■ 


4 

8 


6 

45 

9 

62 

134 

Off Guard 

1 

6 

■ 5 : 

i 

20 

15 

1 

2 

136 

19 

254 

469 

Total ... 

1 

6 

9 

1 

36 

37 

1 

14*~ 

319 

48 

609 

981 

Detachments at 













Several Fosts, 













Maizgaon 



^ ' 1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

■ 


1 

12 

14 

Breach 


... 

... : j 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... ■ 

1 

*w 

20 

21 

Suree Fort 



1 


1 

1 


1 

»»« 



4 

Sion ; 

... ' 

... 

1 



«*« 


1 

«*« 

... 


2 

Sion Barracks ... 


... 

1 



I ■ 


I 

1 

... 


2 

Biva Fort 

... 


1 



[■ 


1 


... 


2 

WarH 

.«% 


1 


1 ; 

,,, 


... ' 

f 

... 

1.. 

2 

Butcher’s Island 



1 

- 

1 ' 

1 


1 

1 — 

.... 

M 

28 

Total ... 



e”" 

- 

4f 

2 

... 

5 

L-l 

1 

56 

[ 75 

Detachnent on Board. 







1 ■ ■■ 



■ . j 



Bose galley 




... 1 

1 ! 

1 



! 12 

•** ' 


14 

Bomb ketch I 


... 

1 

... 

i'..i 

1 

: 

; ... 

1 14 

* 

... 

i 

Total ... 



... 

... 

t '2 

2 


... 

j 26 

... 

... 

^ 30 

1 

6 

1 

1 









i 


i 


Sesieral Fosts* 









1 




Mafhim Fort 


1 


... 

4 

i 4 

: 

2 

I 

... 

! 41 

63 

Mamdvl ... 

... 


... 

... 

' »«• 

1 




' .-Ml’ 

4 

5 

Warli ... ... ... 


... 

«„ 

... 

4 

4 

... 

, t 

‘ ' ■ 

... 

1 60 

69 

Sion Barracks 

... 

' ... 

1 

... 

••• 





... 


1 

Sick 

... 


... 

... 

s 

1 

' ■ 



... 

' ‘"9 

14 

Off Guard 


JIl 

... 

... 

5 

4 

■' ■ 

2 



47 

58 

Total ... 

... 

1 

X 

... 

16 

14 




... 

161 

199 
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On the 9th May the President acfiuaints the Board that upon 
viewing the posts at Sion on Saturday last^ a paper was delivered mm 


MUitary Force at Bombatf Out^p'tut^, 174?— -eontinued. 


Companies and 
Stations. 

Captain, 

1 

1 

Ensigns. | 

Serjeant 

Majors. 

Serjeants. 

Corporals- 

li 

II 

« 

Dramniers. 

Europeans. 

:t»3 tS3 
^ IS 

'.2 1o 

to ® 

Topasses. 

Total. 

Sioii Company cd 
Seoerat Bods. 













SioD Fort and Battery . 

... 

1 

... 

... 

.2,, 

2 

... 

1 

... 


31 

37 

Riva Fort and Dh4r4vi . 



... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

31 

33 

Barrack Tank Traverse 











31 

34 

and 'fowler ... 


1 i 

... 


1 

1 

... 


... 

i ■... 

Snree Fort 



... 


1 

1 

... 


... 


30 

32 

Paymori 



... 


2 

*2 

... 


... 

... 

18 

17 

Sick 

M. 


... 


2 

... 


... 

... 

20 

24 

Oil Guard 



... 


5 

5 

.. 


... 

.... 

119 

129 

Total ... 


2 1 

■... 

*** 

13 

13 

... 

i 1 

1 

... 

... 

278 

306 


Garruon Sepoys at Bombay an'l Oui-potits, 


Companies and Stations. 



Companies. 









First Company 

.Ml 

' ••• 

1 

2 

4 

4 

1 

2 

2 

Second 

do. 



1 

2 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Third 

do. 

".i. 


1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

Fourth 

do. 

■■ ■ 


1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Fifth 

do. 

... 


... 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 


Sixth 

do. 

... 

.«.■ ... 

I 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

Seventh 

do. 

■ ... 

■ ... ■ ... 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Eighth 

do. 

... 


1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Ninth 

do. 

»»» 


1 1 

1 

4 

3 

1 


1 

Tenth 

do. 

... 


1 

1 

4 1 

4 

1 

' "i 

1 

Eleventh 

do. 

... 


1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

' 1 

1 

Twelfth 

do- 



1 1 

1 

4 i 

4- 

1 

1 

2 

Thirt^nth do. 

... 

... 

■ 1 i 

1 

4 

4 

1 1 

1 1 

2 




Total ... 

12 

■; 15 

61 

60 

13 i 

1 

18 


Bcmhay JDuirieta 

The HooonraTble QaYeni{)r’'s Cliauki,| 
0'ohn Geiekie Eaq. 

Foot Barracks ... .« .<*, 

OldMtodvi 

Chauki without the small gate 

Cooley Chauki 

l>o. Bandar ... 

Marzgaon Coolej’ Bandar 
Do. Sidi do. 

Brong Battery ... 

Bartl Hotjsd 
Sscftoli *•# 

Mi Beiat 

(^irpm) ChanM ... 
Foiwar HdUi# 

A^ilO' Chaaki 

Hospital Onwd 
MsoxiHons© 

Bounds without the Walls 
Ditch Ohauki 

dm ... ...'",4..,^^, 

T<m 


12 


|i 


13 


644 


161 


829 


42 

9 

6 

20 

6 

6 

6 

4 

5 
4 

4 
1 

6 
6 

15 

6 

5 

17 
19 

■ S 
21 

18 


222 
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signed by near 200 of the military topasses on duty there, insisting on 
certam liberties which never were or can be allowed in any garr^n. 


Garrinen Sipoijs at Boyi^ay and Out-pmU^ 174f-COHtirstted, 


Companies and Stations, 


At Work, 

Under Badji Nflik Snbbedi^r 
Do* 8n NaTik do* 
l>o» Ganji Fjidji do. 

Do. Goon N5,ik da 
At the Fortification 


Total 

Mdhim Fosts^ 

Mafhim Mafndvi and Banksaul 
Do. f^ssage 

Chadenny Battery 

Warli Fort ... 

Do, Sluice 


Sion and Suri Posts^ 

Sion Passage 

DMr^vi ... ... 

Eauli 

Sari Marine Battery ... 
Kaiidella do 


Total 

At Semral Services, 
Custom House ... 

Dt>. Passage 

Fortification and Land Pay Office 
i Treasury (1>, Mint <a), Ho] 
Barracks (2) 

Bandar Warehouse .« 

Marine Pay Office 

Carpenters’ Yard ... ... 

CompEiny’s Stores (6), Cocoan 
Warehouse <2), Hew Oart (1) 
Company’s Slaves (3), Arra< 
Farmers (3), Cowkeeper(l) 
Tofoacoo Shop 


Gamekeeper (2), MaJhim Rehedore 
(7), Rustam (1), Veukaji (1) 


Powder lodged within the Church . 
With Suji (1), Liherty (3>, gone to 


the otiter side ' * .T. 

Total 

With Several Gentlemen. 

John Morley (3), Wm. S©igwicke 

Edward Owen (i), :i^v, jV’chaS 
' 3a« <2>, SuMvaa 0 
S Captain Stoneham ... ... ... 

' Willi Mayor 

Samuel Price (2), Eawdon (2), Crisp 

Douglas (iT, Stemrt (2j‘*Hodg^ <!)" 
Dunster (2), Wflks { 1 % 
mson (1), Weston (1), SadHer (3), 

, ... 

Br. Steuart (i), Portuguese 

... 

Yereadtore (t), 

Vereadore (I>, and M (1) 

Total .S 
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AnioBg tliese li’berties were leaving their guard and going to their own 
blouses to eat, license to go over the river and to attend church when they 
pleased. Otherwise they demanded their discharge and persisted not- 
withstanding all arguments to show them how unreasonable were their 
demands. The President ordered the captain commaiidant with a proper 
detachment to relieve the several posts, and by a letter received this 
moraing from the commandant and now read, it appears the topasses 
continue in the same r^raetory and obstinate disposition. The topasses 
now thus mutinous and disorderly are such as fled hither from Salsettc 
after the Marath^s took possession of that island and to the number of 
172 were taken into the service and formed into four companies at 
Bs. 842-0-66 a month. At that time there were apprehensions of the 
Mavath^s molesting this island. But at present there are no reasons 
to suspect the Marathas have any such ill designs. Even if the 
Marathas have, and these people are discharged, they can be of no more 
service to the Marathas than sepoys without European officers to disci- 
pline them, and of Bepoys]\vithout European officers the Mardtiidscan have 
as many thousands as they please. It is further observed that if these 
topasses are anyways indulged hi their demands, it may be a bad example 
for others of the garrison to insist in the li^e manner. Therefore the 
President proposes to send off the island all of the Sion topasses who 
have behaved in this mutinous maimer. As they must soon be starving 
this will make the others set a true value upon the service. Such pay as 
they now have they can nowhere get or earn by their labour. To 
this proposal the whole Board agree, also that the pay due to the 
topasses for part of the current month be stopped for the payment of 
the batty they have been supplied with.^ 

The Bombay Diary of the 1st July 1743 records: Amotion being 
made for settling the number to be employed in the military and that 
in future the respective companies should have a fixed number of men 
of all denominations allotted to each in which the officers^ servants are to 
be included, the following scheme is proposed for the seven companies 
of Europeans and topasses : 

Pr&jpo$ed Strmgth of Eu ropean and Topam Cowpanm, 1743, 
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fopasses, 

174;^. 


Garrison 

Revisioiij 

1743 , 


Cftmpaniee. 


Gmiadier's Company . 1 i 

Ihi company Bombay. 12 2 1 

2nd ditto 1 2 ... 

3rd ditto Sion *.* .,,1 2 1 

4th ditto Bombay. 3 2 ... 

dth ditto ditto”. ... 1 2 

6tli ditto ditto , 1 2 *!! 

7tb ditto ditto » I 2 


^ Bom. Gor, Conaultation 9th Ma^ 
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companies cames more 

officers than are necessary to command so small a body of men It t 
therefore proposed to reduce the number of sepoy companies to six with 
m each a total of 117 officers and sepoys at aWhlv cost of aW 
Rs. bi..i, that IS a total strength of 7oa and a montlrly wst of Rs. 3132 .1 

The above- being taken into consideration it is observed that our nation 
Js now in actual war and that if Prance declares war we may expect to 
be troubled on &s co^t. Besides as it is uncertain what measSronr 
neighbors tfeeMaratkas may thmk proper to pursue, it is the unani- 
mous opinion oftks Board that the number of people specified in the 
preceding proposals are necessary at the- present to be kept up for the- 
garrison but not to be exceeded. As supplies are received from Eimlaud 
a proportionable number- of topasses may be discharged so as to render 
tlie several companies equal to the intended establishment. Bv this 
resolution the difference- m yearly expense in July 174:3 compared with 
what it was in- November 1742 will be Rs. 17,229.® 

Ordered that the land paymaster discharge the sepoys ofl^icers and 
otnere upon the rolls that are snpemnmerary to wliat are now allowed 
Snk^^ person discharged one month’s pay according to his 

• Court write : We have 

ludged it highly proper to put our military and artillery at Bombay 
upon a new footing as by the establishment and resrulatimis a«x.w. 


Chaptej 

Miiii 


Ciarri^ 

Eievisi? 

1743 


EeTiBicJ 

i748j 


^ The details of each compaay are ; t,. „ 

1 Snbheddrafc ... ... ... % "if 

2 Jnmbleddrs at PiS. 13 ... ’** og q q 

5. Kavaldte at Hs. 6| ... 3.3 ^ 0 

5. Naiks at Rs. 4-2-20 ... ... **/. 22 3 0 

1 8abnis at ... ... ' ^4 2 90 

1 Trampeterat ... ... **' 4 0 **0 

1 Colonr-bearer at ... ... *.*’ 4 0 0 

1 Bhdlddr or Halberd-bearer at ... .... *** 4 0 0 

100 Sepoys at Es. 4 . .... ]** 4.O0 0 0 

■' Totar . ... 617 3^20’ 

1 Servanli to the Subheddr at Rs, 6 ki the first conipany 

and at Rs. 4 in each of the other five companies ... 6 0 0 

Total monthly charge Rs. 523 3 20 

^ The details are : Bs. < > 

Fay of the regiment of 1668 men November (1742) ... li,c5o^^2 *^3* 

Ditto Oj? 1409 men tjfely 1743 ... 10,314 3 86 

Monthly difference ... 726 2 17 

Yearly ditto .... $706 2 4 

lay to thirteen cx>mpames of Sepoys, the 30th 
November 1743 ... ... 3843 0 20 

Fay to SIX companies as established July (1743) ... 3132 3 20 

■■ ■ ■ Monthly difference 710 l 0 

\ ' Yearly, ditto 8023 0 0 

Tot^ y«rty differenoe for md companies " - 

, ^ ■ . *■. ^4.^, 17.220 '2 4 
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Captain William Atkinson is entertained by ns to be Captain Lieute- 
nant of the company of artillery and Director of the laboratory at 
£100 a year to commence from the 3rd March last (1748) and Mr. Cress- 
well Maddox to be Lieutenant Fire-worker of the artillery company at 
£7 5 a year to commence from the 27th March last. We have lent 
Captain Atkinson £50 and Lieutenant Maddox £40 upon their enclosed 
bonds to repay the same out of their growing salary. On the supen- 
sion of arms with France their Excellencies the Lords Eegent having 
given orders that any ofideers private men or others belonging to the 
company of artillery and the twelve independent companies of soldiers 
under the command of the Honourable Rear Admiral Boscawen who 
are willing to enter into the Company's service may have leave to stay in 
the Ea^t Indies, we embrace the opportunity to fill up all our garrisons 
and to complete our companies of aidillery. You are therefore to receive 
into our service at Bombay according to these directions so many of the 
officers who may offer their service as you may have vacancies for on our 
new establishment andall the private men you can who are in health and fit 
for service, distributing so many of the non-commission officers and private 
men among the ten companies as will make them complete, taking 
the first opportunities to send the others to Bengal and Fort St. 
David in such proportions as (according to the best information you 
have) they may be of most use, though we judge the greater number 
ought to remain at Bombay as it is not so convenient for us to send 
recruits thither. On the good character we have had of Major Good- 
yere, we offer him the post of Major at Bombay on the same condi- 
tions as those on which we have engaged Major Mosman for Bengal. 
You are forthwith to acquaint Major Goody ere with this our offer, and, 
in case he accepts of it, you are to let him know the establisliment of 
the military and artillery at Bombay together with the regulations for 
each and are to give him copies of them for his government. In case 
you engage any of the commission officers to stay at Bombay, the 
Governor with Major Goodyere are to take care they be men of good 
character, brave, prudent, and sober. As it is expected Admiral Bos- 
cawen will ^ve had some opportunities of trying the merit of every 
one mider his command, we hope he will he so good as to give you his 
opinion of such as may offer themselves which we know may be relied 
upon. As the conduct of the officers in action is seldom concealed it 
will be no difficult thing to be informed of those who have behaved well 
or ill. For an encouragement to the non-commission officers and private 
men to enter into our service we allow you to give them a bounty not 
exceeding Rs. 40 to each man. In cases where any one enters on his being 
promoted to the rank of serjeant or corporal, not having seiwed in that 
rank before, we expect snch person to enter vrithout any other bounty 
than that of his promotion. As to the commission and non-commission 
officers to fill np the company of artillery, after due regard being had 
to those belonging to the gun-f oom who may be equally fit according 
to our regulations to serve as officers in the company of artillery yon 
are to choose them out of such of those belonging to His Maiesty^s 
company of arriUery as may offer their service. We rely on Admiral 
Boscawetfs opinion of their conduct and behaviour under him and on 
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Major Goody ere^s j-adgment as to the posts each man may be fit for. 
And as many of that company may offer themselves for commission or 
noii-eominission officers in the artillery whom yon cannot make room 
for at Bombay, we leave it to the Governor and Major Goodyere to 
engage them for such posts as they may Judge them fit for and direct 
that they distribute the officers so engaged for the artillery as may be 
judged most beneficial to the service, taking care to make a reserve for 
the officers sent from hence, namely William Atkinson to be Captain- 
Lieutenant and Director of the laboratory and Cresswell Maddox to be 
first Lieutenant at Bombay and Lawrence Witherington to he Captain- 
Lieutenant and Director of the laboratory and Henry Learner to be first 
Serjeant at Fort St. David or Bengal, making also a reserve according 
to the best of their judgment for such belonging to the gun-rooms at 
Bengal or Fort St. David as may according to our regulations be 
equally fit to serve as officers of the artillery. As to the matrosses or 
others belonging to His Majesty^s company of artillery w^ho enter into 
our service without immediate promotion you are to give them a 
bounty in like manner as we have ordered for those of the independent 
companies. All who enter our service are to engage for five years certain, 
except Major Goodyere. who having HisGmce the Duke of Montague^s 
leave to stay some time in India to assist in putting the Company's 
ordnance affairs into order without prejudice to his rank in the royal 
regiment of artillery, we do not insist on his eng^ng for any fixed time, 
so that he may have it in his option to make kial of our service before 
he resolve to quit His Majesty'^s. If Major Goodyere determine to stay 
on either footing his pay, together with all his other allowances, are to 
commence from the time he shall declare his resolution to stay in India 
and continue till the time of his embarking to return for Europe. We 
are putting our garrisons at Fort St. David and Bengal on the same 
establishment as we now ]>ut Bombay and have ordered seven companies 
to be established at Port St. David and five at Bengal, besides a 
company of artillery at each place. If therefore more officers of charac- 
ter as above belonging to His Majesty^s troops offer their service than 
you have vacancies for, the Governor with Major Goodyere (if he 
declare his intention to stay in India) may engage such sl number as 
according to the best information they can get will l>e wanting for each 
place to complete the said companies ; and such officers are to be sent 
to their respective places with the other mditary by the first good 
opportunity. But great care is to be taken that none be engaged as 
officers who having misbehaved in His Majestj^’s service, are of charac- 
ters unfit for ours. Major Goodyere is to have a salary of £250 a year 
with allowances for diet palanquin and servants equal ^ to one of our 
Council in which he is to ran^ as third and constantly remain as such. He 
is to have the command of a company besides the command of the 
company of artillery ; but he is not to be embarrassed with any other of 
our affairs but the care of the military.^ 
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As an aeeompamment of tie above letter the Bombay GovernmeBt 
received the following Artillery Regulations : Regulations for the form- 
ing disciplining and governing a company of artillery at Bombay and 
for the l:>etter managing and keeping in good order the ordnance^ small 
arms and military stores, tools, utensils, and other habiliments of war. 
As it is intended to abolish the offices of gunners, gunners^ mates, 
quarter gunners, and gun-room crew, and in lieu of them to substitute 
a regular company of artillery for the better defence of our settlements 
in time of danger, and for the training up a regular and disciplined 
corps for the ordnance seiwiee ; for the more easy attaining this end, 
we do hereby order tliat the Mlowing regulations be- strictly followed 
and observed : 

1. That the said company of artillery do consist of one second captain, one 
captain- lieutenant and director of the iaboratcnry, one first lieutenant fire- 
worker, one second lieutenant fireworker, or>e ensign fireworker, four serjeant 
bombardiers, four corporal bombardiers, two drunmers, and one hundred 
gunners, 

2. That the formation of the company of artillery shall be set about as soon as 
can be after the receipt of this, but as we hope to engage Major John Goodyere, 
now chief officer of the Train under the Honourable Admiral Boscawen, to reside- 
abroad in our service on the same conditions and in tbe same rank we have- 
engaged Maj ora Mosman and Lawrence, and as we intend him to command 
the military at Bombay according to the Military Regulations newly made, the 
formation of the comjmny of artillery is to be suspended till the arrival of the* 
said Major Goodyere, and in the meantime the officers Atkinson and Maddox 
are to be employed in training, teaching, and disciplining such as may, by the 
Governor and the first of these officers, be thought fit men according to these* 
regulations for the ordnance service. But on the arrival of Major Goodyere, 
he, with the approbation of the Governor, shall direct the formation of the 
company of artillery in the manner most suitable to the service. And in case- 
Major Goodyere should not accept of the proposal made to him by us, or shouldj 
not arrive at Bombay in the next season after his acceptance of our proposals, 
the Governor is to appoint the next capable military officer who shall be in our- 
service, at the time it is known that Major Goodyere either refuses to come 
into our service or that the time for his arrival at Bombay is elapsed, to form 
the said company of artillery with his approbation according to these r^ula- 
tions, and to act as Captain thereof as well as Commander of all the other 
military companies, till the arrival of Major Goodyere, or till the Court of 
Directors order otherwise. 

3. The officers and others already engaged for the service of the artillery are 
to be placed immediately in the several ranks they are engaged for, in which 
they are to continue till promoted, unle*!S by committing any crime or offence 
they shall be broken by the judgment of a Court Martial or dismissed by order 
of the Court of Directors. 

4 That such of those belonging to the gun-room as have behaved well and can 
give proof of their being properly qualified to serve in the artillery be admitted 
into this company in such rank as on trial the Governor, Major, or next officer 
of the artillery may judge them fit for. 

5. In case any of the officers or othera belonging to the company of artillery 
in His Majesfy^s service under the command of Admiral Boscawen should obtain 
leave to stay in the East Indies in order to enter into the service of the Company, 
they shall be admitted into such vacant employments as the Governor and Major- 
may judge them qualified for. But as it is intended the second captain is to 
be an engineer, no one is to be admitted into that rank who hath not a com- 
petent knowledge and exprience in that profession* It is therefore intended 
to keep that post open till a person so qualified is named by the Court of 
Directors, . , , 
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6. In order to complete the company of artillery as soon as possible, a sufficient 
number of young healthy ablebodied and most sober men from among the sol- 
diers or others belonging to the other companies are to be taught the exercise of 
the artillery, among whom it is recommended to have as many as possible who 
have been bred to the occupation of smiths carpenters or some other trade or 
business which may be of use in the service of the artillery, as also such as can 
read and write and seem to have the best capacity to learn the several parts of 
duty proper for the ordnance service. And as soon as they shall have made a 
sufficient progress in the artillery exercise they shall be discharged from the 
companies they belong to and entered into the company of artillery and pro- 
moted in it according to their merit. And that there may be always a supply 
of men proper to recruit the company of artillery, the Major is to take care 
that a sufficient number of men as much as possible qualified as above be 
continually instructed in the artillery discipline for that purpose, our intention 
being that the company of artillery be at all times complete, and in case any 
person admitted into the company of artillery misbehave so as not to be fit to 
continue in it, he shall on the judgment of a Oourt Martial be obliged to serve 
the remainder of his time in the company he was taken from* 

7. So soon as the company of artillery consists of a sufficient number of officers 
and gunners to do the duty of the gunner and gun-room crew (which it is 
strongly recommended may be as soon as possible), the office of gunner and of 
all belonging to the gun-room are to be al^ilshed. 

8. On abolishing the offices of gunner and othei^ belonging to the gun-room 
crew, the Governor is to order the Company’s storekeeper, or some other proper 
person among the Covenanted servants, to act as military storekeeper to whom 
the gunner is to deliver up all the ordnance, (images, arms, powder, shot, 
shells, tools, instruments, and other stores and habiliments of war under his care, 
which the military storekeeper is to receive and take into his charge, and to 
make an exact inventory of the same, distiuguishing what part thereof is in 
service and where in service from what remains in store. The Major and next 
officer of the artillery are to survey the whole and to make report of the con- 
dition thereof, and his inventory and survey, signed by the Major, the next 
officer of the company of artillery, and the storekeeper, are to be laid forth- 
with before the Council. 

9. The military storekeeper is likewise to take possession of the gun-room 
and different magazines where the military stores have been usually kept, a 
convenient part whereof is to be set apart for a laboratory of which possession 
is to be delivered to the director of the laboratory for a place to prepare the 
military fireworks in, such as making and filling cartridges, fixing shells or 
grapeshot, preparing fuzes, quick- match carcasses, fireballs, signal rockets, port- 
fires, or other fireworks of a milibiry nature, or for experiments which may be 
necessary for the service. 

10. The military storekeeper is to keep an exact account of all military 
storevS received into his charge, as also of all he delivers ; he is to receive none 
but by order of the Governor and Council, nor until they be surveyed by the 
Major and the next officer of the artillery who are to certify the quality of such 
stores before he receives them. And if any of them prove defective in quality 
or damaged, report thereof is immediately to he made in writing to the Governor 
and Council, setting forth the nature degree and cause to the best of their 
judgment of such defects or damages, that such stores if bought or contracted 
for in the country may be returned, or if received from Europe or any of the 
settlements abroad, an account thereof may be transmitted to the Court of 
Directors and to the President and Council of the place they came from, that 
the Company may obtain satisfaction for such defects or damages. And all 
stores issued by the storekeeper shall, if they he returned to him, undergo the 
same survey and report befoi’e he gives his receipt for the same. 

11* The military storekeeper is to keep an exact list or register of all ord- 
nance, whether the great guns, mortars, royak, oohoms or patereroes, as well 
brass as iron, belonging to the Company at- Bmahayv whether they be at the 
head settlement or at the subordinates, or on board of or beionging^to any of 
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the Company’s vessels, expressing their several natures, lengths, and weights 
with their dimensions at the base trunnions and muzajle. The Major and next 
officer of the artillery are to assist the storekeeper in a general survey of the 
ordnance in making the register and shall distinctly set down which of tliein 
are employed in service and where, and which of them are in store, and if any 
of them be found unserviceable, it must be particularly remarked against such 
pieces in the register. Copy of this register signed by the Major, the next officer 
of the artillery, and the storekeeper, is to be kept by the G-oyernor, and another 
such copy by "the Major or officer commanding the companies, a third by the 
next officer of the artillery on the spot under the Major, and a fourth to be sent 
home. At the end of every y^r a new survey and register of the ordnance is to 
be made and copies of it made out signed and distributed in like manner. 

12. The military storekeeper is to keep under his care all the small arms 
and other military weapons, as also all the ammunition, tools, and utensils 
necessary for the service of the artillery or for the small arms, all gun carriages, 
ingredients for making fireworks, and in general everything necessary for the 
service of war, except such parts thereof as it may be proper to be kept under 
the care of the director of the laboratory, of which he is to deliver no part to 
any person whatsoever without an order of Council. On urgent occasions an 
order from the Governor or the Major or the officer then commanding the 
companies shall be a sufficient warrant to him. But he shall make report in 
writing of what stores he shall have delivered by virtue of such oi’der to the 
Council the first time it is held, and the director of the laboratory is to act in 
like manner with relation to the stores under his care. 

13. The storekeeper shall keep a set of correct books by way of journal and 
ledger, in which every article under his care must have a separate head, He is 
to take care the entries be fairly made and the books continually posted that he 
may at all times be ready to show to the Governor and Council the state of 
every or any article he or they want to be informed of. The storekeeper is like- 
wise to keep a hook into which he is to enter a copy of every order he shall 
receive for the delivering or receiving any stores under his care. He shall like- 
wise copy into the same hook all letters he shall write or receive relating to 
them, as also all contracts made for the furnishing of artillery, arms, and mili- 
tary stores together with all surveys and indents. 

14. The storekeeper shall at the end of every year make up a general rest 
or balance of all military appurtenances under his charge in which he is parti- 
cularly to explain the state of every article, how employed, and what remains 
in store. The whole is at the same time to be surveyed in the presence of the 
Major or officer commanding the companies and the next officer of the artillery 
who are to certify such survey, making the necessary remarks thereon, by dis- 
tinguishing what is fit for service from what is not, what can be repaired and 
tnade fit for service from what ought to he condemned as irreparable or not 
worth the expense of repairing, that the latter may be sold or otherwise dis- 
posed of as the Council may think fit to order. A like rest and survey is to be 
made at all times on the death resignation or removal of the storekeeper that 
the former storekeeper or his estate may make good to the Company all defi- 
ciencies and that the new storekeeper may at his first entering upon his office 
know what he is accountable for, 

15. ^ The storekeeper is to take care that everything under his charge be 
kept in repair and in the beat manner to prevent damage or waste. When 
repairs are wanting he is to give immediate notice thereof to the Council that 
they may give proper c rders for them to be made j and when there is a want of 
stores or other necessari^ for the military, he is to make timely application for 
them by indent to the Council, who if they think proper are to order the same 
to be supplied if they consist of materials usually bought in the country, 
or to transmit the said indents to Europe by the first conveyance if they 
wnskt of articles usually supplied from thence. 

16. When any military stores are received or any expenses are made in 
repairs or other ways by order of the Council under the direction of the miiitaiy 
storek^per, he shall lay an account certified by him of such stores bought, or 
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snch expenses made monthly or oftciier before the Coniicil, approvim, 
the same, are to give warrants to the military paymaster for the payinont 
thereof. 

17. Copies of all books kept by the military storekeeper are to be sent home 
yeaiiy in the Company's packets. 

18. The director of the laboratory is to have p>os session of proper places for 
preparing preserving and .safe-keeping of all necessaries proper for tlie hibora- 
tory, and to have an ai)artinent us near it as may be convenient that he may 
liave it the more under his inspection and care. He is to be allowed such assist- 
rxnts as may be necessary for the business of the laboratory, and is from time to 
time to give notice to the (j-overnor or .Jiajor of the imiiiber of assistants he 
may want, wlio are to appoint them only from among the company of artillery, 
taking care that none but sober men be chosen for that purpose. But the 
director of the laboratory may name for his chief assistant on all occasions any 
one of the said company, not above the degree of serjeant, on whose skill an*d 
care he can rely, 

19. All such of the company of artillery as are employed as assistants in the 
laboratory shall during the time of such employment be excused from other 

■duty, ^ . ■ ■ ■ ■ 

20. The director of the laboratory is to order and regulate the laboratory, 
and all works which shall be fitted up or prepared therein, and to see them 
carried on in the most skilful diligent and complete manner, and that there be 
no waste or embezzlement in the Company’s stores and that none be made use 
of but for the Company’s service. 

2L The director of the laboratory shall, at the first taking possession of the 
places assigned for his use, make out an inventory of all stores, ammunition, 
tools, utensils, ingredients or other necessaries, which he is to sign and ac- 
knowledge the receipt of the same from the storekeeper on their being delivered 
to him. This inventory and receipt he shall deliver to the military storekee]>er, 
who is to return a duplicate thereof signed by himself to the director of the 
laboratory, who shall enter the same in a register book kept for that and other 
purposes hereafter mentioned. 

23. The director of the laboratory is from time to time to indent for such 
working tools, utensils, moulds and impdements, as also for such ingredients 
and materials as are used and proper for making, preparing, compounding, and 
fitting oE laboratory stores or military fireworks, whether offensive or defensive 
or for signals. This indent he is to deliver to the Governor, Major, or officer 
commanding the companies who is to lay the same before the nest Conncil, wdio, 
if they think proper, are to order the storekeeper to deliver the whole or part 
of the contents of the said indent to the director of the laboratory taking his 
receipt for the same. But in cases of urgent necessity the order of the Gov- 
ernor or Major to the storekeeper for delivering wdiat may be indented for by 
the director of the laboratory, shall be sufficient, but the Htorekee|>er is to 
make repoi’t thereof in writing to the Council at their next sitting. 

23, The director of the laboratory is always to keep in readiness such ammu- 

nition stores or fireworks as may be wanting for the ordinary service of the 
garrison and to conduct the business of the laboratory in such manner and 
with such foresight as never to be unprepared at a short warning to furnisli 
the garrison in time with all that may be necessary to defend the place in case 
of sudden attack or attempt to surprise it. He is to prove ail shells to see they be 
serviceable before they be filled, and if any of them prove unfit for service they 
are to be kept apart to serve to throw as dead shells at the exercise of the 
mortars, or to be otherwise disposed of as the Obuncil may order ; but they are 
on no account to be made use of for live-shells in the Oampany’s service, unless 
on a survey by the Major and next principal officers of the artillery it be judged 
safe SO to do, i -v - ■ ■ .. -r 

24. The director of the laboratory is to keep the key of the laboratory and such 

other places as maybe allotted for him to keep safe the ammunition ingredients 
fireworks and stores under his charge. He Is rtpt;to swfiEer mf of them to be 
^peped but with the care to %U to be 
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done ill the laboratory but at due hours and by daylight unless in cases of 
most urgent necessity. And he or his assistant is to take care that every day 
when any work is done in the laboratory before tbe door be shut, the^ shelves, 
tables, chairs, benches, and floor be swept clean and rnopt or swapped with water 
to prevent accident and that the sweepings be thrown, into water and carried 
out and laid at a proper distance from the buildings. 

25. When there is a greater quantity of live shell s? or other fireworks or 
ammunition, in the custody of the director of the laboratory than it may be 
convenient or safe to remain in the places allotted for them, he is to apply to 
the Governor, Major, or officer commanding the companies that such part 
thereof as cannot conveniently or safely be kept by him, may be delivered to 
the storekeeper, who is to receive and give his receipt for the same. The 
director of- the laboratory is to see that all ammunition fireworks and stores 
whether in bis own keeping or in that of the storekeeper, be bestowed in the best 
manner in the magazines, to prevent accidents, or their being spoiled by damp 
or otherwise. And it shall be his duty from time to time to visit all the mili- 
tary magazines, to see the stores are preserved in the best manner. In case he 
finds any neglect, or tliat anything is necessary to be done to the magazines 
for the better preservation of the stores, he is to give notice thereof in writing 
to the Governor, who is to lay the same forthwith before the Council that they 
may order the needful to be done. 

20. ISTo foreigner whether in onr service or not (except such as hath been 
admitted into it by the Court of Directors) nor no Indian black or person of a 
mixed breed, nor any Bom an Catholic of what nation soever, shall on any pre- 
tence be admitted to set foot in the laboratory or any of tlie military magazines 
either out of curiosity or to be employed in them, or to come near them so as to 
see what is doing or contained therein. Nor shall any such persons have a copy 
or sight of any accounts or papers relating to any militaxy stores whatsoever. 

27. The director of the laboratory is to keep a regular account in his register 
book of the receiving, delivering, and expending of everything under his care, and 
once in every three months or oftener if necessary shall lay in writing before the 
Governor and Council, the Major, or officer commanding the companies, a state 
of the stores under his charge with a demand of such materials, utensils, ingre- 
dients^ and stores as may be necessary for carrying on the current service of the 
foEowing quarter. At the end of each year such an account shall be made for 
the whole year, eppy whereof must he sent home, as is directed above. W ith regard 
to the military storekeeper and as it may so happen that the director of the 
^horatory may not understand book-keeping well enough to keep these accounts 
m a clear and distinct manner, if no person proper for this purpose belongs to the 
company of Artillery, the Governor is on application of the director to appoint 
one fit for this purpose from among the Company’s covenanted servants to assist 
him who is to be a sober discreet person, and one whose secrecy and fidelity can 
be depended upon. 

2S. Tliat the director of the laboratory and liis assistant shall diligently cfire- 
fuUy and properly instact in the whole art of making military fireworks for real 
use in every branch without concealing any part thereof all officers belonging to 
the artillery and also such officers and cadets belonging to the other companies 
as are willing and desirous to be instructed; as also such cadets and gunners 
belonging to the artillery as have the best disposition to be instructed and 
are employed or intended to be employed in the laboratory or be anyways 
promoted in the service of the artillery. In this care shall he taken to choose 
out the soberest and most intelligent persons whose fidelity and attachment 
to the service of the Company can be most relied on. And all persons 
^tracted in the business of the laboratory shall first receive an order of the 
Governor and Council, Major, or officer commanding the companies to he so 
instructed, and shall then be pesrsonally employed in the actual making and 
preparing all soris of fireworks. For .greater certainty that no part thereof is 
concealed from thein the ^rector of the laboratory is to enter fair into a book all 
receipts of compositions titled with the uses for wMoh they are designed, with 
ma^er of compounding, preparing, fitting, and making up aH parts of military 
hreworks, whether compositions, machines, or cases. And the said hook shall be 
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an office book to be inspected by all such as are ordered or permitted to attend 
the ia|-)oratory as above, and are willing to be instructed therein, and xhe Governor 
and Major or officer commanding the companies shjiil each of them have a dupli- 
cate of the said book. But no other copies either in paid: or whole shall be given 
to or taken by any other person wdiatsoever. 

29. AVlieii labourers are required to work in the military magazines or labora- 
tory they shall be taken from the comp>any or artillery only, and such labour 
shall be deemed as tours of duty. In extraordinary cases where the labour 
may exceed the duty of the rest of the garrison such a compensation shall be 
made to the persons so empjloyed as the Governor and Council shall judge 
equitable and reasonable, and the Council' is to act in the same manner with 
regard to any aidificers belonging to the company of artilieiy when employed as 
such in the service of the artillery. 

30. The officers of the company are to take care to teach all persons belonging 
to the said company in the practice of gunnery in general, as the manner of 
serving and firing all sorts <jf pieces of artillery, whether designed for the throwing 
of shot, shells, stones, gionacles, carcasses, or other fireworks. They are to teach 
them the use and construction of ail the instruments used for pointing or levelling 
great guns or mortars and to exercise them at convenient times in the hitting 
marks whether pointbiank or at any degree of elevation, together with quick 
firing for which a proper quantity of ammunition is to be allowed. They are 
likewise to instruct them in the making gabions and fascines with the manner to 
use them in making batteries or breastworks as also the manner of making 
intmnchrnents whether for defence or approaches. They are likewise to teach 
them the manner to mount or dismount cannon or mortal^ and to remove them 
from place to place at which they are to be exercised at proper times, but so as 
not to overfatigue them or give them a disgust to the service. But the 
knowledge of this exercise is necessary as in time of danger no other assistance 
can be got to do this work. 

31. The artillery company is likewise to be taught and perfected in the 
military exercise of small arms in all its parts in the same manner the other 
compjmies are taught and is to be reviewed and exercised in coimnon with the 
rest of the garrison. Toward the end of each month, they shall likewise go 
through a genend exercise of the artillery once in each month at which the 
Governor or some one of the Council and the Major or officer commanding the 
companies shfdl be present, and twice at least in every year they shall perform 
a solemn exercise to fire at marks and throw shells in presence of the Governor 
or fc'econd and the Major ; and to encourage such who perform the best the- 
Council may order suitable premiums. 

32. The company of artillery is to do garrison duty in common and in propor- 
tion with the other troops and so many officers and gunners are to mount 
daily as may perfoiin the duty on the platforms and bastions as was done by the 
gun-room crew heretofore. And in all respects the company of artiEery is to be 
employed as is practised in His Majesty’s garrisons of Gibraltar and IMinorca. 

"33. Ho deserter from any nation whatever is to be entertained in the com- 
pany of artillery, not even a British subject, who may have once deserted from 
His Majesty’s or the Comi>any’s service, although he may have been pardoned for 
his d^rtion, nor any Roman Catholic, And if any person belonging to the com- 
pany of artillery marry a Roman Catholic, or his wife become a Homan Catholic 
after marriage, such person shall be immediately dismissed from the company 
of artillery and be ob%ed to serve the remainder of his time in one of the other 
<x>mpames or be removed to some other of tlxe Company’s settletaients to serve it 
out them if the Council think fit. 

34. Tim Major, with the approbation of the Governor, sliaR regulate the cloth- 
ing for the artElexy which is to be of blue cloth out of the Company’s warehouses 
with red cuffs and facings and brass buttons with a ca]^, or hat which be 
provided by the Major and paid for by the company in same manner m 
ordered in the 22nd and 23rd articles of the Mihtary Begulations. And the said 
company shaE be armed in the , manner moat in 'iho 

of their service. 
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35. Tlie company of artillery is to be paid in tlie same manner by the 
military paymaster as directed by the I Jtli 18th and 19th articles of the Military 
Begnlatioiis. 

3C. In case of the death of any person belonging to the company of artillery, 
the effects of the deceased are to be taken care of as directed in the 25th axticle of 
the Military liegniations. 

37. The commission and non'Commission officers and gimners belonging to the 
company of artillery are to be promoted, broken, punished, or conthied according 
to the several Eegiilations made for the Military in the Company’s service at 
Bunbay, with this distinction that where an officer or gunner belonging to tlie 
artillery is to be tried, so many of the officers belonging to the artillery as con- 
veniently can, shall be of the Court Martial. And in till tours of duty the officers 
of the companies and of the artillery company are to roll together according to 
their ranks and seniority so far as is consistent with the nature of their different 
seiwices, and are to have the same militarj^ honours done them, and those who 
serve in the artillery may be proiiioted in the other companies in case of vacan- 
cies, as may those who serve in the other companies be promoted to vacancies 
in the artillery com])any, but not unless they have made themselves completely 
mfisters of the business and scr\uce of the artillery in all its branches, and give 
g<K>d proofs of their knowledge and experience therein to the satisfaction of the 
governor and Major or officer commanding the comx)anies. 

38, All the posts where cannon or mortars are mounted or intended to be 
, mounted shtill be visited once in evegy week or oftener by one of the commission 
officers belonging to the company of artillery ^vlio is carefully to inspect the 
artillery at thc^se posts, that the ordnance with their Ccarriages and other appur- 
tenances be kept in the best order. And if he observe any damage, decay, 'waste, 
or embezzlement therein, whether from neglect, the injury of weaiher, or other 
causes, he is to make immediate report thereof in waiting to the Major who is to 
accpiaint the Go%’'ernor therewith, that such damages or waste may be forthwith 
xxnnedied,*and means used to prevent the like for the future. He is at the same 
time carefully to observe if there be any damage or decay in any of the fortifica- 
tions or works and to make report thereof in like manner 'fclirough the Major to 
the Governor that they 'may be forthwith repaired, 

30. Tim above regiihitions are to be strictly complied with in eveiy article and 
made public in such iminner that no one may be ignorant of their contents so far 
as he is concerned therein. And as it may be proper to make farther rcgiila- 
tions for the coirij^ny of artillery at Bombay tlian can at present be foreseen, 
more especially with relation to detachments sent to the subordinate garrisons 
or on parties, it is hereby left to the discretion of the Governor and Council, 
with the advice of the Major or officer commanding the companies, to make 
such farther regulations. Tliese they may from time to time amend or alter 
for the good of the service, provided such further regulations alterations or 
amendments be not contrary to or inconsistent with the above regulations* 

40. It is ordered that tlie company of artillery in the East India Company’s 
service consist as follows. (1) To reside where the Company’s service may 
requii ‘0 : First Captain and Chief Engineer at £200 a year. (2) To reside at the 
chief settlement or its subordinates : 1 Second Captain and Second Engineer at 
£150 ; 1 Captain- Lieutenant and Director of the Laboratory at £10o ; 1 First 
Lieutenant Fireworker at £75 ; 1 Second Lieutenant Fireworker at £C0 ; 1 lliird 
Lieutenant Fireworker at £50 ; 4 Serjeant Bombardiers at 2s. a day ; 4 Corpoml 
Bombardiers at Is. 6d. ; 100 Gunners at Is. ; and 2 Drummers at Is. Total 115 
men exclusive of the Chief Engineer,* 

^The same despatch from the Court of Directors (dated I7th June 
1 /4S)^ was accompanied by a copy of the following regulations for form- 
ing disciplining and governing the military at Bombay : 


* Accompaumicnfc to Court’s Dstter 17th June 1748* Enclosures to Court’s Letters 
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1. That the Governor make his constant residence at tlie Fort that he may 
have the military more immediately tinder his eye and that he may he the Im-tter 
able tu judge of the conduct and capacity of the officers and solctiers. It is not 
by this intended to restrain the Governor from being absent on the customary 
visits or tours in the country for health or diversion. 

2. That upon the Major’s arrival at Bombay the companies now there and at 
the subordinate settlements be formed into ten companies consisting of one 
captain, one lieutenant, one ensign, four serjeants, four corporals, tlnee druimners, 
and seventy private men each, and that in case there be any siu’jdiis men, they 
be divided etpially among the companies until the designed establishment of a 
company of artillery can take place, when a number of the properest men lor the 
service of the artillery are to be diunglited from the companies in order to com- 
plete tlie company of artillery. The lieutenant of the Major’s company is to ])e 
captain-lieutenant and is to rank Jis captain. If there be at the forming tlie 
companies a gi*eater number of serjeants, corpoials, dramnjers, and musiciiiTis 
than are necessary, they shall be reduced to form the new establishment, l>nt for 
their encouragement they shall be provided for in their former ranks if qiialllied 
for them as vacancies happen, 

;3. That all vacancies of companies that shall hai)pen be named appointed and 
commissioned by the Governor and Gomicil, but that subaltem officem under the 
degree of captain be named a|)pointed and commissioned by the Governor only. 

4, That all officers be promoted by seniority unless very g<XHl reason to the 
contrary be given to tlie Governor in writing ; the Major or officer commanding 
the ten coiiq^anies to recommend to vacancies -when they liappen to ])e approved 
or not by the Governor. But every captain to recommend to ail vacancies of 
serjeants corpoials and drum mem that may liappen in their respective companies 
which are to be approved or not by the Major or military commanding officer of 
the ten companies. 

b. That all coirimissions given by the Court of Directors continue in force 
without any fresh commissions to be issued by the Governor or Council who are 
* to grant their commissions as above only in case of vacancies haitpening in the 
country by decease, dismission, resignation, or otheiwise. 

C. That the entire discipline of the ten companies be under tlie direction 
command and inspection of the Major or commanding military officer, subordi- 
nate nevertheless to the Governor or next in Council in the Governor’s absence. 
And all orders to the militaiy shall be conveyed through the Major or adjutant 
unless in cases of urgent necessity. 

7. Tliat for encouragement to the adjutant in the punctual execution of his 
office, ho have the rank and pay of lieutenant and be promoted according to his 
seniority as above mentioned, but when promoted to the mnk of captain, to (piit 
the office of adjutant. 

8. The Major, commanding officei’, or adjutant shall every morning at an 
hour ajjpointed wait upon the Governor or in his absence on the next in Council 
to receive the word and daily orders and shall at the same time make a rei>ort in 
w'riting to the Governor or in his absence to the next in Council of all irregu- 
larities and accidents that have happened among the military, w^lietlier at the 
bairaoks or other quarters, or in or about the town or other places. Also of the 
naincs and state of the sick in the hospital or elsewhere, and of any abuses relative 
to them, and for his better information in this respect the Major or commamling 
officer shall take care to appoint proper officers to visit the sick once or tw'ice daily. 
He is'Ekewise to make report in the same manner of ail detachments sent abroad 
or returned, signifying the names of the officers and soldiers 
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by the Major or officer commandmg the companies are to be entered fair in a 
book to be kept for that purpose by the ad jutaat. 

10. That the Governor at relieving the guard shall have a report made to him 
immediately in writing by the officer of the guard relieved, of all occurrences that 
past during the time he was upon guard, to which shall be added all new orders 
relating to the troops which shall have been issued by the Major or commanding 
officer during that guard. 

11. That all outposts or stations of the military be constantly relieved at 
stated times, that every commission, non-commission officer, and soldier may have 
their turns upon all duties and services, and that none may grow negligent or 
forgetful of their duty by too long absence from the main body. 

12. No officer or soldier shall be excused from doing his duty, but in case of 
sickness or inabEity or with leave of the Major or officer commanding the com- 
panies, and the approbation of the Governor. Nor shall any one hire another 
to do his duty for him without such leave and approbation on pain of being 
punished as the next court martial shall think projper, Every non- commission 
officer conniving at such excusing or hiring of duty shall be reduced for it and 
every commission officer knowing and aflowing such practices in the Company’s 
service shall be punished according to the judgment of a court martial, 

13. That no man among the militaiy be allowed to keep a public house for 

the retailing of strong liquors, or to retad them or be concerned in the retailing 
them in any manner whatsoever. But if the Governor and Council think fit 
to permit any military man on his request to keep a public hoiise, or to get his 
living by his trade or profession, they shall discharge such person from the 
military on condition that he remain at the settlement till his time be expired, 
and that he be ready to take up arms and assist in common with the military in 
the defence of the place, or to go on any expedition. During this time of service 
he shall be allowed pay and not otherwise. But this shall not extend to prevent 
any one’s re-entering into the company he was discharged from, on his giving up 
the retailing or being concerned in the retailing of strong liquors or the carrying 
on his trade or profession. ^ 

14. That no commission officer shall be broken or degraded unless by -order 
of the Court of Directors, without a fair full and impartial hearing before the 
Governor and Council. Where the offence is of a military nature, the Major 
or officer commanding the companies with two Captains shall be members of 
council on such trial, and shall judge and determine in common with the 
Governor and Council in all military offences according to the rides articles 
and custom of war in His Majesty s Service, conforming in this respect to 
the powers granted to the Company by their charter and for the better main- 
taining of discipline and good order. All offences of a military nature com- 
mitted by the non-commission officers or soldiers, shall be tried by a Court 
Martial, consisting of a captain and four subaltern officers to be appointed by 
the Major or officer commanding the ten companies, after the nature of a Regi- 
mental Court Martial. They shall try and examine in a fair and impartial 
manner all military crimes such as disobedience of orders, neglect of duty, 
disturbance in barracks or quarters, or upon guard or party or elsewhere, ami 
shall give their opinion according to the rules articles and custom of war in 
the manner above mentioned. Their opinion is to be confirmed by the Governor 
or in his absence by the next of Council before it is put in execution. Upon 
inflicting punishment upon European soldiers, it shall be done by Europeans 
only, but no part of this clause or any other in these Regulations sliall be 
construed to deprive the Governor and Council of the power to suspend any 
mOitary person of what rank soever for any offence whether of a civil or 
military nature in cases where they are in doubt as to the nature or degree 
of the offence or of the proper punishment for it. And such suspension sha.ll 
remain if they think fit, till they have the determination of the Court of 
Directors upon the offence of which they are hereby ordered to send home a 
full and just account with their or the Court Martial’s opinion upon it by the 
first returning ships. 

15. That no captain or other officer .shall, on pain of being dismissed from 
the service, demand or receiye directly or indirectly any present, fee^ or reward 
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for the admission or promotion or recommendation of any person to be invjmot- 
ed in the military vService. *' 

16. That no man shall be discharged from the military company before hi- 
time is out, but by order of the UoTernor and Gotincil. Those who have 
served their full time shall be discharged, unless they engage for a krther 

■■time.' ,, ■'. 

17. That the C4overnor shall appoint one of the Company is covenanted 
servants to be military paymaster, who shall at the beginning of each month 
after the close of the general muster, pay to each captain or oilicer command in 
the company (unless the Governor and Council have good reasons to the com 
trpy) the pay of the company which is to be issued weekly to the non-corn- 
mission officers and private men, or in such payments as may he most proper 
for the service and most advantageous to the men to whom the pny is due. 
lire Major or officer commanding the companies is to oblige them to regularity 
in their diet by messing or such other methods as the nature of the country and 
service will admit. ' 

18. The Governor or Second in Council shall make a general review or 
muster of the military and see them exercised once towards the latter end of 
each month, or oftener when the season will permit it. 

19. That the muster rolls of each company shall be signed by the Captain 
and subalterns, and certified by the Governor or Second whichsoever shall 
have made the review, as also by the Major or officer commanding the compa- 
nies, and then they shall be laid befoi'e the Council in time for approbation 
before the next payment. 

20. That a separate list be made up to the first of January and sent home 
yearly in the Company’s packets, of each military company, in which shall be 
inserted the name of each person received from England or any of the Com- 
pany’s settlements abroad, as also of such as may be enlisted setting forth 
what nation they are of and specifying the times of their ai rival or enlisting as 
also the times of every man's discharge death or desertion. 
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21. No commission or non-commission officer or soldier put under an arrest 
or confined and continued so above six hours, shall be discharged or cleared 
but by the Governor or Council. And any officer detaining person under 
arrest or confinement more than six hours without making a report in writing 
to the Governor, or in his absence to the next in Council, shall be broken unless 
such person be taken into arrest in the night time, in which case report thereof 
shall be made to the Governor or in his absence to the next in Council early 
in the morning. 

22. That each Captain have the clothing of his owm company and that for 
regularity the Major or officer commanding the companies shall appoint a 
pattern coat and hat or cap suitable to the climate, to be approved by the 
Governor and to which every Captain shall conform at the first making new 
clothes, and that the Major shall appoint the uniforms for the commission 
officers to be approved of by the Governor. Great care is to be had by the 
Governor and Major that the clothing be not too expensive either to the 
officers or private men, and that the stoppages from non-commission officers 
and private men be no more than is reasonable and that it be made gradually 
and in such equal parts as to reimburse the Captains from new clothing to new 
clothing for his jfirst cost with a moderate profit thereon, making an equitable 
allowance for the losses he may sustain by deserters carrying away their 
clothing or from other accidents. 

23. That the Governor and Major or officer commanding the companies 

shall take care that the captains do justice their non-commissioned officers 
and soldiers in their clothing and pay'; that they be new clothed once in two years 
with English cloth out of the Company’s warehouses ; >and that they nor the 
subaltern officers do not oppress them, and that the soldiers be kept to a strict 
discipline' and snhordihation. . ^ 

24. That a sufficient quantity of ammnnltmn shall be delivered for dis- 

^^eiplining the oamptoies,'for which &e mmptB mi deliter 
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in accounts of the consumption thereof to the person who hath charge of the 
amiiiunition to he so delivered. 

25. That upon the death of an}" commission officer unless the deceased luiS 
an heir at age upon the spot, or hath by will appointed an executor at hand 
to discharge the trust, the Major or officer coininandirig the eompniues sliall 
authorize and appoint three cominissioii oificers, one of whom to be a Capita, in, 
to take a true and exact inventory of the effects of the deceased, and. to sfdl the 
same at public outcry at such time as the Major or otlieer commanding the 
companies shall appoint. On giving the customary notice thereof the three 
officers ordered for this service are, out of the ])roduce of the effects of i he 
deceased, to pay forthwith the funex'al charges and all just debts due from the 
deceased, and to make up and sign an account of the same in which no com- 
mission is to be charged. The Major or officer oomnianding the companies is 
to examine these accounts and finding them just, is to certify them accordingly, 
and <l.eposit them for the use of the heirs in the Secretary’s office, d'he balajice 
due to the heirs is to be immediately paid for their benefit into the Company’s 
cash. And if the officers ordered as above for this service refuse neglect or 
delay to perform it in a just and fair manner, the Major or officer commanding 
the companies shall forthwith make complaint against such office}* or officers 
so refusing neglecting or delaying to the Governor and Ooinicil, and bring him 
or them to a court martial to be punished according to the nature and degree 
of the offence. If any of the officers so complained against appear guilty of 
any fraudulent practices, or of having embezzled or misapplied any part of 
the deceased’s effects or estate, they shall be obliged forthwith to make resti- 
tution, and shall be rendered incapable of serving the Company in any station 
whatsoever. In case of the decease of any non-commission officer or soldier, 
the captain of the company to which the deceased did belong shall perform 
this service in the above manner, making report thereof to the Major or officer 
commanding the companies, 

26. In case of the death or desertion of any non-commission officer or soldier, 
the captain of the' company to which such officer or soldier did belong, is 
forthwith to see that the arms accoutrements and amraunition delivered to 
such non-commissioned officer or soldier be returned to the proper officer, or 
that they be immediately paid for, preferably to all other debts out of the effects 
if any can be found belonging to the person deceased or deserted, 

27. The above regulations are to be strictly complied with in every article 
and made public in such manner that no one may be ignorant of their contents 
so far as he is concerned therein. And as it may be proper to make farther 
regulations for the military at Bombay than can at present be foreseen to be 
necessary, more especially with relation to detachments sent as garrisons to the 
subordinate settlements, or to escort the Company’s effects, it is hereby loft to 
the prudence and discretion of the Governor and Council, with the advice of 
the Major or officer commanding^ the companies to make such farther regu- 
lations which they may from time to time amend or alter for the good of the 
service, provided such farther regulations be not contrary to or inconsistent 
with the above. 

28. It is ordered that the garrison for the settlement at Bombay be formed 
into ten regular companies under the command of a Major after the following 
manner. To be paid at 2 shillings and 6 pence a rupee : 

1 Major-Captain and Commander 
1 Captain-Lieutenant 
1 Ensign w, 

1 Adjutant 


4 Serjeants 
4 Corporals 

1 Brum Major 

2 Brummei^ 

70 Private Sentinels 

.SB 


£250 a year. 
5s, a day, 
4 s. 

Is, 8d. „ 
Is. 2d, „ 
Is, 8d. „ 
la 2d, „ 
lOd. „ 


at 

at 

at 

at 
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1 Captain 

1 Lieuteiiaiit ... 

1 Ensign 

4 Serjeants 

4 Corporals 

Z DnimrnerB ... 

70 Private r^entinels 

Second Compcvivif. 

. . . lOs. a clay. 

5.B, 

... 4s. 

at' Is. 8d. „ 

Is. 2d. „ 

. ,, 
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Eighl compaiaess more at tliesame streiigtli.' , Clrand total 841. Tli.e ■ : 

consist of Europeans as soon as they can be completed.^ 

At a Consultation of the 28th April 1749 the Board observe regard- 
ing the above regulations and arrangements : Major Gcodyere who 
was to have had the command both of the military and artillery 
died at Fort St. David on the 24 th December last. As our next 
military officer, Captain William Gibbs, is married to a Roman Catholic, : 

the military and artillery cannot be kept under him, tliis being eon- ; 

trary to tiie Honourable Company's express orders, although he is in 
all other respects so well qualified as his long service and the good 
discipline he has always kept the military in, fully shew. As we have 
no one here that is duly qualified as Major Goodyere was, to be at the 
head of both, it is agre^ that the military I>e continued under command . 

of Captain Willkm Gibbs as Captain Commandant with the allowance ; 

of £250 a year intended for the Major and the command of the first | 

of the ten companies ; and that the nine next officers to him being [ 

Lieutenants Rich, Mostyn, Sterling, Gouin, Lane, Andrew's, Stanton, [ 

Cameron^ and Forbes be appointed to be Captains and Commanders of 
the other nine companies for the service of this island and all the settle- 
ments subordinate thereto. Into these companies the topasses are to 
be incorporated as are a suitable number of lascars into the artillery 
company which for the present is to be continued under command of 
Captain Hugh Cameron. That the place of Second Captain and Second 
Engineer be kept vacant agreeable to the Honourable Company's 
orders. That Mr. Atkinson^ sent out by the Honourable Company in 
quality of Captain-Lieutenant and director of the laboratoiy, con- 
tinued for the present as such but have no trust committed to him 
on account of Hs behaviour here as well as on board the Dodington, ^ 

noticed in Consultation the 29th ultimo, for which it became unavoidable ; 

to confine him to the fort w^here he is now in a regimen under the i 

care of the hospital surgeons. As to the other places of first second | 

and third lieutenant fire-workers in the artillery, as likewise the I 

lieutenants in the military, the Governor has nominated and appointed i 

such as are of good characters and well experienced in their business. 

Directed that the general storekeeper for the time being be appointed 
military storekeeper ; also that the land paymaster for the time being 
be military paymaster, who is ordered to pay the officers and people 
at the rates now established by the Honourable Company. But that, 
instead of paying the amount of the seveml companies to the respective 
i^ptains ther^£,^e% directed to pay the people monthly in the manner 

* AotoBipaaimeBt to 'Courts Jane 1^4^ Eaoloswes to Court’s Letter# ■ ^ 
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heretofore practised^ taking care no other stoppages be made than as 
formei’ly settled and that himself or assistant be always present at the 
pay table till the whole payments are finished which is on no account 
whatever to be dispensed with.-^ 

As on forming these military and artillery companies a sufficient 
number of Enropeans were not available^ recourse was had to Poit St 
Da\id. A Bombay Consultation of the 2nd May 1749 records : There 
being a want of 14 serjeants 11 corporals and 260 private sentinels, 
also 20 gunners for completing the military and artillery companies 
with Europeans conformable to the Honourable Company's last regu- 
lations, the Board resolved that the President and Council at Port St. 
David be requested to enlist that number out of the artillery company 
and twelve independent companies of soldiers under command of Admiral 
Boseawen on the terms prescribed by the Honourable Company in 
their commands to this Presidency by Dodhigton!^ 

About a year later a letter from the Court of Directors of the 7th 
March 1750 was received, intimating their appointment of Major 
Wilham Mackenzie to be Major of Bombay. The Court write : We 
have entertained Major William Mackenzie, an able experienced officer, 
to he Major of Bombay. He is to be third of Council and always 
remain as such, and to have the command and clothing of one of the 
companies agreeable to the 22nd and 23rd paragraphs of the military 
regulations sent by Dodingfon, dated 17th June 174?8. For all 
these stations his salary is to be two hundred and fifty pounds a j^ear, 
with the same appointments for diet servants and palanquin as third of 
our Council. These salaries and appointments, which are to commence on 
his arrival at Bombay, are toibe in lieu of all other allowances whatsoever. 
But notwithstanding he is appointed third of Council, he is not to be 
embarrassed with any other affairs than the care of the military, nor is 
he to have any additional pay for any service or duty in regulating or 
commanding the artillery company.^ 

At a Consultation of the 21st September 1750, on perusing Major 
Maekenzie'’s Commission, the Board observe : Eead Major Mackenzie's 
Commission from the Honourable Company appointing him Major and 
Commandant of their regiment of military at this place, also Captain of 
the first company of soldiers, as likewise that of artillery. As by this 
appointment Captain William Gibbs, late commandant of the military 
and captain of the first company, will be without any command, it is 
ordered that he take charge of Mahim fort at the end of the month a^d 
that Captain Rich come down to Bombay.^ 

After his arrival Major Mackenzie wrote the following letter to 
Government on the 30th October 1750: The military instructions 
delivered me by the Honourable Gompany^s Secretary and now in my 
possession I ever looked upon as my articled establishment, and I am firm 
in my opinion it is the Secretary's mistake in drawing up the Lord 


1 Bom. Gov. ConsaUatioTt 28tlx April 1749, Ptib. Diary 22 of 1749, 120- 122. 

* Bom. Gov. Consultaticm 2ttd May 1749, Pub. Diary 22 of 1749, 129. 

7th March mO para 86, Public Dep. Courtis Letters VoL 3 of 

* Bom, Gov. Consultation 2M Sept. 1750, Pub. Diary 23 of 1760, 339-340. 
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Anson^s letter ; because the : terms were particularly explained to me in 
England and corresponded exactly with' the instnictions already men- 
tioned by them ; the stipulated allowances are 10 shillings a day for the 
artillery company until another commander was appointed (on) £200 a 
year. These were the appointments oidered Captain Goodyere when he 
was named Major for Bombay and less were' never offered me. Less I 
could not accept as Mr. Goodyere'^s rank in His Majesty^s service wa® 
inferior to ■ mined 

On reading the above letter the Board ordered that due notice be 
taken of this letter to the Honourable Company in our letter by the 

Bo^^cawen.^ 

The rule la’d down in the Company's military and artillery 
regulations of 17 48 paying the men proved inconvenient. On this subject 
the Bombay Diary of the 29th May 1750 has the following 
entry: Under the 27th October last we transmitted the Chief and 
factors at Tellieherry the Honourable Company's military regulations 
which direct that; after the muster rolls at the beginning of the month 
are regularly passed in Council, the pay of each company be given to the 
respective commanders for them to pay the men. This method we 
understand was practised at their settlement some time before the 
said regulations came out. As the same gives a large latitude to the 
Captains to make what stoppages they please out of the men'^s pay, and 
as several instances have been known of the poor soldiers having been 
oppressed by such means, the Board have thought proper to deviate 
from those regulations of the Honourable Company at this place and to 
order that as heretofore aeeustomary at this Presidency and its subor- 
dinates the milifary and artillery companies be regularly paid by the 
military paymaster at the beginning of every month, and that he see 
there be no other stoppages made out of the soldiers^ pay on account of 
their officers than according to the standing rules of the garrison. This 
we esteem the most proper method to prevent the private men being 
oppressed. It is therefore agreed that the Chief and factors at TeUi- 
cherry be directed, if they have not done it already, to put the same in 
practice again at their settlement and continue it in future and that 
they suffer no means whatever to he made use of that may be 
oppressive to the soldiers.^ 

The Bombay Diary of the 4th January 1751 records the following* 
eourt-martial : This morning the Honourable the President and 
Council with- Captain Gibbs and Lane sat as a Court'-martial on the 
trials of Lieutenants Henry Townraw who was convicted of bribery 
and Samuel Levick of' misbehaviour to his Commandant Major 
Mackenzie. The Court, after a due hearing of their offences, unani- 
mously resolved that the former be broke as a commission officer and 
that, as it is his first offence, the latter do ask the Majorca pardon at the 
head of the regiment.^ 
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Witli a view to cheek the spread of venereal diseases among the 
military and seamen, on the 28th January 1751 the Bombay Council 
passed the following orders : The military and seamen of late fre- 
quently contracting the venereal disease and the surgnons having no 
allowance from them for the performance of such a disagreeable cure, 
the Board agreed that in future the surgeons be allowed half a month's 
pay for the cure of any of the military or seamen of the said disorder 
according to their respective stations. Ihis it is to be hoped will be a 
means to prevent in some measure their ninning into such excess.-^ 

The Court of Directors'' letter to Bombay of the 4th Mareii 
1752 runs: We acquaintedyou by the that we intended 

to send for the service of Bombay Presidency an entire company of 
Protestant Swiss soldiers to consist of one hundred and forty men, 
commission and non-eominission oifficers included. We are now to 
acquaint you that the said company is embarked on the ships Royal 
Duke and Dodmgton under the command of Alexander de Zeigler 
Esquire, to whom we have granted a commission, as we have likewise 
to the first and second lieutenants and ensign, for whose names we 
refer to the muster rolls. The pay of the captain, ofiSicers, and private 
men is to be exactly the same as the rest of our forces upon the present 
military establishment. You are to take notice that by the abovementioned 
agreement the captain had the liberty to name and appoint the several 
subaltern officers in the company to be formed and commanded by him ; 
these officers are afterwards to succeed according to their standing and 
seniority unless good and sufficient reasons shall appear to the contrary. 
What other matters are engaged for, we refer to the agreement before- 
mentioned. Upon the arrival of each detachment ye’d must make a 
particular enquiry into the usage tibey have met with in their passage 
and give us an impartial account thereof in your next advices. We are 
determined to show a suitable resentment for any ill beliaviour to them, 
which the commanders are fully apprised of by a particular clause in 
their instructions. It is most earnestly recommended to you to cultivate 
and preserve a good harmony between our other forces and the said 
Swiss. And to prevent all distinction you must see that the clothing 
is in all respects ex^tly uniform. We have sent on the Relham 
about seventy English recmits to be incorporated in the several 
companies at Bombay Presidency. Agreeable to your repeated requests 
for suMtem officers we have appointed the several persons hereafter 
named to serve in our military : Mr. James Ogilvy to be a lieutenant 
and to succeed to the command of a company upon the first vacancy 
that shall happen after his arrival at Bombay, excepting in the com- 
pany of Swiss; Messrs. Hugh McKie, Gilbert Carter, and John Bakio 
to be lieutenants, and Per^rihe Uruikshanks, Newton Burr, and 
Thomas Deane to be ensigns, who are to be promoted according to their 
behaviour. The p^y of all ihe abovementioned persons is to commence 
npon their arrival at Bombay agreeable to their respective stations,^ 
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In the same letter the Court continue : We observe you have 
among the military several officers of the Romish religion. Upon the 
receipt oE this you are to discharge them from our service and send such 
as are British subjects to England as we will on no account permit of 
their continuing in India. V 

As regards militia, the same letter directs : A. regular militia fomed 
of the inhabitants on Bombay may at all times be of service, and upon 
extraordinary occasions of infinite use to us. You must thei-efore direct 
the Major to form a scheme for the purpose, which when you have 
well digested and rendered pi-aetieable, yon are to carry it into execution 
forthwith.® 


To prevent the theft of warlike stores from the fortifications, the 
Board passed the following orders on the 23rd January 1753: Great 
complaints having been made of late to the President that balls 
and other warlike stores are frequently stolen from the fortifications 
which there is much reason to suspect is encouraged by the shopkeeiiers 
of the Bazar, and this pernieious praetice being of very evil tendency to 
the welfare and safety of the island, and whereas proclamation was 
made the 20th October 1740 prohibiting the inhabitants of the island 
to deal in warlike stores, he proposes that a publication be issued strictly 
forbidding any person whatever from dealing in warlike stores (sword- 
blades excepted) and that all persons possessed of such stores deliver 
in a list of them within 25 days from the date hereof that their value 
be ascertained and paid for by the Honourable Company. Should 
any one presume to act in contempt of this order, they shall be fined 
at the discretion of the Board, half of the fine to go to the informer and 
half to the Honourable Company, or in ease of insufficiency to suffer 
corporal punishment. This piroposal is unanimously approved and 
ordered to be put in execution.* 

‘ In March 1 7 53 Captain Gilbert Garter represented the great want 
of cannon and shells for the out- forts and town wall. He writes : This 
island is considered the arsenal to three or more subordinate settlements 
on this side of India. It is also frequently called upon by the- 
Presidencies of Bengal and Madias for supplies of gunpowder and 
other ammunitions of war. It appears to me from the practice of the 
cannon and mortars for the instruction and improvement of the 
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artillery company that there is great want of both those articles and 
likeunse of shot and shells. Very few except those lately received 
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from Europe are fit for use. They have suffered so extremely by 
remaining a long time in the country exposed to the inclemencies of 
the weather that they are so much diminished from the first sizes that 
I am obliged to paste cap paper over those used in the flats where the 
artillery company is exercised. Thirty-seven cannon are wanting to fill 
up the embrasures, 53 mortars and howitzers are destitute of proper shells 
to fit them as will appear by the schedule hereto annexed ; in general there 
is a great want of cannon, there not being sufficient for the service of 
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the island apart from supplying the subordinate factories or vessels that 
occasionally want them, and in particular of small guns, foiir-pounders 
and under, for the use of the galivats. There is a foundry here and a 
founder, but he cannot cast any mortars exceeding 4^ inches. On 
perusing the above report on the 1st March 1753 the Board ordered 
that copy of it be transmitted to the Court of Directors.-^ 

The Court considered the artillery of Bombay one of its main 
supports in times of trouble. In their letter of the 14th March 1753 
they intimated the following modifications of their detailed instructions 
of the 17th June 1748 : Being fully satisfied how great a share of 
our dependanee must in ease of troubles, be on the artillery, and upon 
the skill and ability of the people appropriated to its service, we have 
therefore determined to complete the artillery company at our Presidency 
of Bombay, agreeable to the following establishment in lieu of that 
sent you by the ships Somerset andPcZAam, dated the l7th June 1748. 
That is to say the artillery company is to consist of : 

One Ciiptain at two hundred pounds a year. 

One First Lieutenant at one hundred pounds. 

One Second Lieutenant at ninety pounds. 

One Third Lieutenant at ninety pounds. 

Six Serjeants at two shillings a day each. 

Six Corporals at one shilling and eight pence each. 

Thirty Bombardiers at one shilling and eight pence each. 

Thirty Gunners at one shilling and six pence each. 

Forty Mattresses at one shilling each. 

Two Drummers at one shilling each. 

In all otter respects tte regulations and rules laid down in tte before- 
mentioned estabtshment of the 17th June 1748, so far as is consistent 
with this new one, are to remain in force.® 

In the same letter of the 14th March 1753 the Court intimate the 
appointment made by them of Sir James Foulis to he Commander of all 
the forces at the Presidency of Bombay. They write ; We have’ 
entertained Sir James Fonlis, Bart., a gentleman of great reputation 
and abilities as well as an experienced and good officer to be Major 
of onr garrison at Bomkky, Commander of all the forces at the 
Presidency of Bombay, and Third of Council, and to remain Third without 
rising to a superior rank iherein. He is also to have the command 
and clothing of one of the companies agi-eeable to the 22nd paragraph 
of the military reflations dated the 17th of June 1748. And for 
all these stations his salary is to be two hundred and fifty pounds a 

S r, with the usual appointments for diet servants and palanquin as 
rd in Council, to commence on his arrival at Bombay, which salary 
and appointments are to he in lieu of all other allowances whatsoever 
for the said several stations of Major, Commander of our forces, Third 
of Council, and Captain of a company. Notwithstanding Sir ' James 
Fonlis is appointed Third in Council, he is not to be embarrassed with 
any other affairs than the care of the military.® 
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On the 14th March 1753 the Court write in reply to a Bomhay letter : 
We have suspended complying with that part of your indent for 
eleven brass mortars and twenty brass guns of different bores and such 
a number of shot and shells until the Major has taken a careful and exact 
survey of all the ordnance as well mounted as other ways^ together with 
all the stores and furniture appertaining thereto, and has transmitted 
the same to us^ together with an indent of what he shall deem 
absolutely necessary for the sendee of the Presidency. You are 
accordingly to direct the Major to set about this service immediately, 
and he is to be assisted therein by the Captain of the artillery company, 
and any other persons whatsoever that may be thought necessary.^ 

Agreeably to the above order on the 4th September the Bombay 
Government directed Sir James Poulis to survey all the ordnance and 
warlike stores, and Jaques de Funk Esq. to visit all the fortifications 
agreeable to the 79th paragraph.^ 

In consequence of the above order, on the 22nd November 1753, Sir 
James Foulis furnished a general abstract of cannon, moidars, shot, 
shells, and gunpowder in the Castle, on the town wall, and on the 
out-forts of Bombay. Of this abstract the totals are:^ 

Brass Ordnance-Pounders. 

I 4-2 1 32 j 24 I 13 I 12 I 9 | 6 | 5i j 4 1 3 I 3 j 1 ( ^ 
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^uunpowaei^ ^Brope ai4| barrels, country fine 49, cannon 9181, 
total 1182. In the above abstract o£ the cannon one 82.pounder and 
two 12-pounders of brass and one 42.pounder, two 18-pounders, one 
12-ponnder, two 9-ponnders, two 6-pounders, one 4-pounder, two 
-pounders^ and one 4~pouiider o£ iron are very indifferent or 
rather unserviceable, some being worn out, others honeycombed and 

building barracks was once more 
kought forward. The Bombay Diary of the I4th August records • The 
Honourable Com^ny having recommended to us to erect bari-acks for 
acromnotong officers and preserving the health and good order of the' 
soldiers, it being impossible to enlarge the present barracks the military 
paymaster and c erk of the works are directed to pitch upon sS 
the estimate of the expense before 

The m^od practised for some time past of advancing the militarv 
hITw bemg attended with many inconveniences ami Hi 
Honourable ( ompny being frequently liable to suffer by the militorv 
dying m them ^ebt, the Board at a Consultation of the 28th December 
l7o8 that foe p^tice be discontinued. That the ehana-e may 

notiinm^tdy fall haxd on the nailitary, the paymaster is ordered to 
adyanee two-thii* of their pay this month and so proportion the ret? 
until it IS brought to the former footing excepting the^Swiss comnanv 

which axe to be paid daily according to the pLitice in EuX.? ^ 
April 1764 the Coui-t write ■ An act bnvi'no. 
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of direetions, dated the 15th March ' 1754, for carrying the same into 
execution.^ 

On the subject of military irregularities in economy and discipline 
at Bombay the Court continue : We are well assured that there are 
great irregularities in the military economy at Bombay as well 
in point of discipline as in many other particulars. But as Sir 
James Foulis is so^ good a judge of the duty of a soldier and will 
very soon observe in what manner our forces may be managed so 
as to be most useful to us, we shall expect to hear that attending to his 
representations and advice you have rectified all abuses among our 
troops, and in all respects put them on such a footing m may best answer 
our intentions, and the great expense we are at in maintaining them. 
The officers sent out last year and those proceeding this year being 
gentlemen of experience in their profession, will greatly contribute to 
the introduction and constant practice of an exact military discipline. 
We loave been acquainted that during the time Captain Rich acted as 
Commandant of all our troops he left the captains no authority over 
them, that all military discipline (without which no due subordination 
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can subsist) was utterly neglected, continual drunkenness encouraged 
by being left entirely unpunished, no orders ever given for 
exercising the soldiers in the management of arms and in military 
evolutions, no care taken for obliging tiiein to keep their arms and 
accoutrements clean and in good order, and the guards very irregularly 
relieved. These are part of the abuses we complain of and which we 
particularize that they may be immediately remedied. For these reasons 
we direct, in ease of the death or absence of Sir James Foulis, that 
Captain Rich be not commandant.^ 

The following extract from the same letter, 5th April 1754, shows the 
importance the Court attached to an efficient militia : We observe by a 
letter from Captain Rich, dated 20th November 1752, at that time 
commandant of our forces, that, agreeable to our orders, a militia had been 
formed of the native inhabitants ofBombayand Mihim, but that it would 
be a work of time to bring them into proper discipline. As we have this 
a'ffiair much at heart we earnestly recommend it to you to use every 
method for making the inhabitants at all times fit to perform such 
military duty as may be useful on any emergent service. You are at the 
same time to take particular care that the people may not be oppressed, 
and that the duty be rendered as little burthensome as possible.^ 

In the same year (1754) about the close of September were received 
at Bombay the Courtis commands of the 15th March and 5th April, 
regarding the passing of the Mutiny Act. On their reperusal on the 
30th September the Bombay Council resolved that to-morrow morning 
at nme o'clock the Mutiny Act in regard to the Honourable Company's 
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forces be published^ and that we consult with the military officers for 
regulating the form in the most solemn manner.^ Of the form of 
publication the Bombay Diary of the 1st October 1754 records : At 
nine clock in the forenoon the regiment being drawn up before the 
Fort Gate, the Governor and Council and the principal inhabitants 
attending, the Secretary, mounted on horseback, read His Majesty^s most 
gracious Act of Parliament for the punishment of mutiny and desertion 
and for the better disciplining the Honourable Com}>any^s forces. This 
being ended, the military paymaster asked the officers and soldiers if 
they were willing to serve the Honourable Company on those terms to 
which they all eheeif ally assented by giving three hurras." 

In a letter of the 4th November 1754, Mr. C. Taylor, surgeon of the 
Hardioiclce, makes the following claim : As lam informed it is custom- 
ary to allow the surgeon Es. 4 for the care of each soldier brought from 
England, I beg you will be pleased to order payment for thirty-three 
brought in the Hardicicke in which ship I acted as surgeon.^ Similarly 
on the 5th November 1754, Mr. W. Davis, surgeon of the Warwick 
writes : I beg you will be pleased to order me the payment of the 
usual head-money for thirty-seven soldiers and galleymen delivered here 
from on board the ship Warwick.^ On the above claims the following 
order was passed: The surgeons of the Hardmcke and Wwncidc 
applying by letter for the usual allowance of head-money on the recruits 
landed from those ships, Government ordered it be paid as usual. ^ 

Ihe following calculate made in January 1755 shows the charges of 
clothing a Swiss soldier conformable to the agreement entered into 
between their agents in England and the Honourable Company^ : 

Yards. Chih and Charges, £. g. d, Es, q. r. 

• 2 | Eed Broad Cloth at 2 s. 5Jd. a yard ... ...0 6 4 | 

I Blue Muslin at 4s. 8 |d, a yard .... *0 211 ^ 

Blue Perpets at.ls. 5|d. a yard .... ... o 1 

0 11 1-1 

Europe Charges, 5 per mill ... 0 0 ^ 


at 2s. 3d. per Bupee 

•A White Shirt ... 

A Pair of Stockings 

A'BalrofShoes ... 

bailor’s Clxarges for making a Coat and Breeches Bs. 0 3 

Making a Cypher on the Cap 0 2 

Buttons large and small, 41 q 2 

White Lining and a Tassel to the Cap ... 0 j 


3 8 
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In March 1755 the Court intimate the despatch of about 100 recruits, 
seren of them Swiss, for the military at Bombay.^ 

Eef erring to the survey of the cannon carriages and military 
stores by Sir J. Poulis in 1753, the Court observe in their letter of the 26th 
March 1755 : It appears to us by the survey of all the cannon monnted 
or dismounted in the several parts of the island made by Sir James 
Poulis, with the assistance of Captain DePunck and Captain Cameron, 
that many of the gun carriages are bad and sixty-seven good guns are 
dismounted. We have for two years past sent you our directions for 
iGoounting all your artillery. We now 0 n£or(^ them by ordering you 
to finish the same with the utmost despatch in the most effectual manner 
you can by giving a workmanlike repair to all the old carriages, and 
making as many new ones as shall be necessary, as the safety of the 
island greatly depends upon the condition of your artillery/^ 

In the same letter on the subject of barracks the Court write : We 
observe by your Consultations that by making a small alteration in 
your barracks which would be attended witE little expense, they would 
contain about eighty men more than they then did, and that you had 
given directions for the said alterations accordingly. We approve of the 
step and empower you to make such further alterations and additions to 
the said barracks in the most frugal manner as you shall judge necessary 
for the accommodation of the military* We are sensible of the 
inconveniences and expense many of the military officers labour under 
for want of proper quarters. We therefore direct in the first place that 
you make conveniences for all or as many as possible in the barracks 
which we have directed and now repeat our directions for enlarging 
and building; and then to such officers as cannot be accommodated in 
the barracks or elsewhere, we do empower you to make a reasonable 
and moderate allowance.^ 

As regards a provision for the relief of the widows of military men? 
in their letter of the 26 th March 1755 the Court write: We are very 
desirous that a provision should be made for the relief of the widov/s of 
such of our military officers as are left in indigent circumstances,^ as 
likewise for sick, wounded, and disabled officers, and private men upon 
the Bombay establishment. We therefore most earnestly recommend it 
to you to consider of ways and means for settling a fund for so good a 
purpose. We will not point out to you what each officer and private 
:^n shall contribute thereto, out of his pay according to his rank, as 
judging that you in concert with our principal and other officers, may 
be better able to settle the same to the general satisfaction of the whole 
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body. Among other good effects a fund will prevent the application of 
many unhappy objects whom we know not how to relieve, as having no 
fund for such purposes. You are hereby directed to send us a very 
particular account of your proceedings in consequence of this recom- 
mendation.^ 

On the 26th March 1755 the Court direct the following changes in 
the military arrangements introduced in 1748 : The military companies 
are too large and are not agreeable to the military regulations. We 
therefore think it for our service and accordingly direct that you form 
four new companies to be officered by the gentlemen who have been 
sent out to succeed to the first vacancies as captains lieutenants and 
ensigns. That the non-commission officers and private men for the said 
four companies be draughted out of the old companies. And we posi- 
tively direct that all the companies at your Presidency, as well the old 
as the new ones, be as equal as possible in the number of Europeans, 
Mesties, Topasses, and otiiers, and as nearly agreeable to our military 
regulations of the year 1748 as may be convenient in the present situa- 
tion. Kegarding clothing the Court continue : We insist upon your 
carefully seeing that our military are fairly dealt with in regard to 
their clothing agreeable to the directions laid down in our military 
regulations of 1748, having some reasons to believe the regulations have 
not been attended to as they ought to have been,^ 

In the same letter, 26th March 1755, on the subject ®f artillery, the 
Court add : Upon comparing the state of your artillery company 
transmitted to us by the Baluhury with the directions given for the 
formation thereof in our general letter of the 14th March 1753, we find 
the number of which it consists greatly exceeds our establishment, the 
necessity of which, if any, ought to have been explained* In the 
present situation of our affairs it may not, as we observed before with 
regard to our military companies, be prudent to reduce the number 
of artillery people too much. At the same time, we would have them 
formed in a manner which may be most useful to the Company 
and agreeable to the constitution of His Majesty^s artillery. We 
hereby order and direct that, in pursuance of our said commands of 
the 14th March 1753, instead of the establishment of that corps three 
companies of artillery be established consisting of the following officers 
and private men, who are to be all Europeans and with the pay here- 
under mentioned, namely : 

Each of the said three companies is to consist of a Captain at £200 
a year, one Captain-Lieutenant at £109 10s. a year, one First 
Lieutemnt at £100 a year, one Second Lieutenant at £90 a year, 
three Lieutenant Fire-workers at 3s. a day, three Serjeants at 2s. a day, 
three Corporals at Is. 8d^ a day, eight Bombardiers at Is. 6d, a day, 
twenty Gunners at Is. 4d. a day, sixty-four Matrosses at Is. a day, 
■,$■^0 Brtupiiiiers at l.s« a day, . ' 
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We further direct that neither of the said three companies do exceed 
the beforementioned number of officers and private men. 

The non-commission officers and private men belonging to the 
present artillery company are to be equally divided between the said 
three companies. Captain Jacques de Funck is to command the first 
company^ Captain Gilbert Carter the second company, and Captain 
Eichard Galliard the third. The two first mentioned gentlemen are 
now at Bombay, and the third, whom we have chosen for that purpose, 
proceeds thither on one of these ships. The other officers of the said 
three companies are to be appointed out of the present company accord- 
ing to their rank and you are to make up all deficiencies of officers with 
such persons as you shall find qualified, giving preference to the officers 
sent from hence, who are not otherwise provided for. 

So many private men as shall be wanted to complete the said 
artillery companies' are to be draughted out of the ten old military 
companies and the English recruits sent you this season. 

The regulations and rules laid down in our former establishment 
of the 17th June 1748 are to continue in force so far as is consistent 
with this new establishment.^ 

Referring to the remarks and orders contained in the Court'^s letter 
of the 26th March 1765 regarding the clothing of the troops, Sir James 
Poulis, writes the following letter to Government, 18th December 
1755: Our Honourable Masters, in their letter of the 26th March 
1755 by Bmgony having been pleased to express a dissatisfaction at 
the first company of infantry being more numerous than the others, 
which may be so interpreted as if I had done something unwarrantable 
for my own private advantage, I beg leave to state the case fairly and 
lay my own conduct in that particular before the Board. At my 
arrival on the island in August 1753, the immediate command of the 
first company being given to me, can there be any question whether 
I had not an undoubted right to take charge of the same in the manner 
it was delivered to me. But as I perceived it was stronger than 
the other companies I never made even the smallest addition to it, as 
will appear by the enclosed abstract in which the proportionable 
strength of the companies is set down as they were at my arrival on 
the island and afterwards when the Dragon arrived in September 1755. 
By this abstract it is evident I increased the numbers in the other 
companies, while I suffered my own to diminish. From the enclosed 
abstract of the state of the companies from the year 1743 to the time 
of my taking charge of the first company, it will appear tliat the first 
company always had a far greater proportionable superiority of numbers 
during that time than it has had since. This was perfectly well known 
to our Honourable Masters from the returns annually sent home, 
and also known to me at the time 1 was entering into their service. 
It was also one of my inducements for engaging in the service, 
as I could not be ignorant of the profits arising from the clothing 
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on umiaks or tuac Kina ana can have no advantage in allowins- one 
inch of cloth more than is requisite. The nature and price of the 
cloth stands on record in warehouse and on the general books Th'' 
patterns are approved by the Honourable the President, and* everv 
body sees that the men have received their new clothes at the appointed 
time. 1 he stoppages are not arbitrary, but such as were settled manv 
years ago by the Governor and Council, and are not made by the 
officers themselves, but stopped in the hands of the paymaster; and 
the method is near the same at Tellicherry and Anjengo. Prom this 
account of the circumspection used to prevent any fraud in that 
article, 1 hope our Honourable Masters will be convinced that this 

without being settled, with a good deal 
of attentioa I h^ave indeed observed there is some unexactness in 
respect to the clothing given and the stoppages made from the artillerv 
companies some differences in the accounts of soldiers relieved from 
subordinate settlements, and a great deal in the accounts of those lately 
retmned from M^r^. This has not proceeded from any ill intention 
in those concerned, but from these three reasons : (1) The chano-es 
lately made m the pay and establishment of the artillerv companfes 
which has been altered twice in two years. (2) The situation of the 
eubordmate settlements and the seasons in which ships usually go there 
mm hence, by which cloth could not always be conveniently sent 
tor elothmg the troops there at the same time they are clothed at 
JBombay. (3) from the different methods of clothing and makino- 
the stoppages practised at the different Presidencies. 1 therefore pro^’- 
pose with permission from your Honour soon to lay before the Board 
and submit to your judgment a scheme and proper calculate for such a 
method of clothing the troops as may prevent all inconveniences for 
tee future, and seems the nearest to reconcile these three points— equity 
to the ^Idlers, a reasonable profit to the Captains, and the advantage 
01 tne Honourable Company's service. ^ 

In connection with this letter from Sir James Foulis abstracts were 
prepared which show the strength of the different companies from 1743 
to 175o. The details are 

Infantry Companies on Bombay, 174S-17SS. 

1744. 1745. 1746. 1747. 1 1748. 1749. 17.50. 1751. 1753. 1755. 

TWrd Ditto i® I7i lei ie 2 g? ?! 225 

Fourth Ditto ... 177 174 17a IM 192 

rath Ditto ... 179 176 177 m in “ 227 

Sixth Ditto ... 181 176 177 ^ ^ *** 
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their orders by fir^t reduciDg Hs own company, being satisfied he has 
rather lessened the number than otherwise, and did not receive any 
advantage in respect to the artillery who have been clothed by their 
own captains. Sir James was also desired to deliver in his proposal 
for regulating any inconvenience regarding the artillery clothing.^ 

On receipt of Sir James Foulis^ report of November 1753 on the 
Bombay ordnance, the Court write to Bombay on the 3 1 st March 
1756 : It appears by the letter of Sir James Foulis laid before you 
under date the 22nd November 1753, together with his state of 
the ordnance in the Castle, on the town wall, and in the out-forts, that 
the cannon mortar and other ordnance are amply sufficient for the 
defence of the island. We have therefore not complied with that 
part of your military indent. And as that indent was framed in the 
absence of Sir James Foulis we shall not think of sending any, until 
we have Sir Jameses second report as mentioned in his said letter.^ 

A committee appointed to ascertain the state of the gun carriages 
delivered the following report on the 8th June 1756 : Agreeable to 
an order in Council of the 18th ultimo, we proceeded on a survey 
of the gun carriages round the town walls taking to our assistance 
Captains Cameron and Funck with Hirji the carpenter. We find the 
condition of the gun carriages to be as follows. Of twenty-five car- 
riages on the Pier-head battery and on the Royal, Marlborough, 
Stanhope, Moor, Banian, Princess, and M^ndvi bastions, nineteen are 
unserviceable and six though out of order can be repaired. Of the 
unserviceable carriages the iron work seems good, but part of it will 
not answer to the new carriages without some alteration, as many of 
them have been made on improper models.^ 

On reading the above the Board ordered on the 8th June 1756 
that the military storekeeper repair and make as many new carriages 
as are necessary,* 

The increase in the number of officers which formed part of the 
1755 arrangements again raised the question of accommodation. A 
Consultation of the 2nd January 1756 records : Read a petition from 
sundry military officers desiring quarters or an allowance on that 
account. Ordered that the land paymaster report how many he can 
accommodate in any rooms which may be vacant.^ 

A further entry at the close of the year (10th December 1756) 
shows that the paymaster's efforts were not successful. As the 
intended additional fortifications or works cannot be completed 
for a very considerable time till when it will not be in our power 
to build barracks and ^ we cannot get quarters for some of the 


^ Bam. Gov. Consoltation 23rd Dec. 17 Pub. Biary 28 of 1755, 493. 

^ Court to Bombay 31st Ma«rch. 1756 para 49, Pub, Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 4 of 
1752- 1756, 296. 

®Of tbe nineteen unserviceable guns, three were 32-pounders, five IS-pounders, 
Bine 9-pounders, and two 6«pounders. Of the six repairable guns, four were 
18-pounders, one 9-pouuder, and one 6-pounder. Pub. Diary 29 of 1756, 242. 

^ Pub. Diary 8th June 1756 Vol. 29 of 1756, 240 - 242, 

5 Pub. Diary 2nd Jan. 1756 Vol. 29 of 1756, 3. 
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military officers-, it is resolved in obedienee to onr Honourable Masters’ 
commands of tlie 2(5 tb March 1755^ that from the 1st instant we 
make officers, for whom no quarters are available, an allowance at the 
rate of Es. 20 a month for a captain and Es, 10 a month for a subal- 

Under indents for arms the following reference occurs in the Court 
of Directors" letter of the 4th May 1757 : You indent for three 
thousand sepoys" firelocks but omit to inform us what sort of arms 
those people are furnished with. We therefore send you fifteen 
hundred with bayonets of the same pattern as those we send to St. 
Helena, which are four inches shorter in the barrel, and much lighter 
for carriage than common firelocks.; The other fifteen hundred are 
the same as those used in the sea service without bayonets.^ 

In 1757, in consequence of a report that the French were likely to 
attempt a landing on the island, at a Consultation of the 5th August 
the Board ordered the Triumph prahm to be fitted and stationed in 
M4him bay or wherever else she may prove most serviceable.^ 

^ On the same date (5th August), in consequence of a letter from 
Sir James Foulis drawing attention to the serious deor^se in 
the available strength of the Bombay garrison, the Board record 
the folloiving entry : Sir James Fonliig, Bart., Major, assuring us 
that he has found from comparing tihe present state of the garrison 
with that in the year 1746 that there are upwards of 200 military 
and 2000 sepoys less on the island now fhan at that time, the means 
of increasing onr forces with the greatest expedition is taken into 
consideration. Being of opinion that considering our friendship 
with the Mardthds a detachment may j^fely be withdrawn from Fort 
Victoria and Surat, it is resolved that the Superintendent prepare 
the ketch for transporting the Fort Victoria troops hither as 

soon as possible. Also, seeing Surat is at peace, that we prepare the 
Success ketch and that we write the Chief andT Factors at Surat to hold 
their detachment in readiness for being embarked. Further that the 
Chief at Surat be directed with all expedition to enlist up to 2000 of 
such able military people as they can procure in Surat and the adjacent 
country giving preference to Turks Arabs and Eajputs, and enter- 
taining a proportionable number of each rather than the whole 


^Bom. Consultation lOth Dec, 175$, Fub. Diary 29 of 175$, 556, 

2 Fub. Dep. Court's Tetters Vol. 5 of 1757 - 17^1, 21. 

'^Fub. Diary. 30 of 1757, 299, 300^ See also Bombay Town Materials, 1. 316 -3 IS, 
Tbe accompanying French Maps of the Fort and of the Island of Bombay, obtained 
from I’ondichefry through the kindness of Mr*. O, W. Forrest, Officer in charge of 
the Eecords of the Government of India, seem to owe their existence, the Fort Map to 
this intended invasion and the Island Map to a similar scheme about ^ten years later. 
The French references in the Fort Map are t 

a Port. / Treasmry. m Adiajralfejr House, r Bazs4r. 

h Marine Gate, g Parade Groimd. n CJonimissariat. « Doii||ri Fort. 

0 'Marine Yard^ h Otnre'h. 0 Offloem* QuartefSi f Secret Gate.. 

d Docks. % Catholic Chapel. jp Barracks. u Old Woman's Ifiland 

e Hospital* f Government House q Council Hail. Landing, 

y Stone Slope Landing,*" a Dongri Landing, 

* Instead of Port de la Montague de Pierre the Landing for the Hill of Stone, fee j^nae seems to 
reqnire Port dn Montage de Pierre fee Landing for the SfeneL Slope or Kamp. 

B 1006-^17 ''' , ' 


Chai^VI. 


Firelocks, 

1757 - 


Thc Freneli, 

m%' 


GimsoE, 

1757. 



isd 


BOMBAY roWN 



ftefterVI, 


Towards the close of the same year, the I2tli December 1757, 
Sir James Foulis proposed that the free grant of arrack to the soldiers 
be discontinued and that the sum thus saved be appropriated to Ijiiildlng 
barracks and improving provisions. The Diary of the 13th December 
records the following letter from Sir James Foulis : It lias long been 
the custom to give every day to each European soldier a glass of arrack 
in the fair season and double that quantity during the rains. This 
was an act of great humanity and beneficial to the men at the time 
it was first granted as it was not then allowed to retail spirits in 
town so that all the men on duty must otherwise have had nothing 
but water to drink, and, at other times, if they abused the liberty of 
going out of town, the keeping them within the gates necessarily 
obliged them to sobriety. Since it has been judged more for the 
advantage of the Honourable Company to permit the retailing of 
spirits in town, the reason why arrack was given to the soldiers ceases. 
Few rest content with the quantity allowed them. And when they 
have drunk it, they also furnish themselves at the next shop or punch 
house with as much more as they are able to purchase. I find that 
the price of the arrack given to the soldiers in 1754 j, 1765, and 1756 
amounts at a medium to Rs. 12,896-1-88 each year. I am persuaded 
that if this sum were laid out in building barracks and finding provi- 
sions it would be more for the service of the Honourable Company by 
contributing to the health discipline and good behaviour of the men. 
At a Consultation, on the I3th December, the consideration of this 
subject was deferred until the arrival of the expected ships from 

In the same year (1767) the Court empowered the Bombay Govern- 
ment to pay the military either weekly monthly or at any other 
suitable periods. They write on the 4th May 1757 : As we find 
monthly payments are more satisfactory to the military than weekly 
ones, we give you leave to dispense with our orders in this respect, and 
henerforward you are to pay them at such periods as you shall be of 
opinion will be most useful and convenient to them.^ 

On receipt of this letter the Bombay Government passed the follow- 
ing orders on the iOth January 1758 Our Honourable Masters 
having permitted us to pay the milit^y in such manner as we judge 
Hiay be most usefuPto them, and the inconvenienees attending their 
bei^ p^ weekly, bemg comidered, which we are sensible prevents 
their being able to lay out their money so much to advantage as when 

I 3Q of 1757 299 - m ^ Puh Biary 30 of 1757, 408 - 459. 

® Fab. Bep. Ooirfe% Letters VoL 5 of 1757 - 176L 37. 
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they receive it only monthly, besides occasioning a more general 
drankenness among them, it is resolved that they all paid monthly 
as heretofore, except the Swiss company who must be paid daily 
conformable to their contract ; and that all disputes or disturbances 
may be avoided, the Major must order an officer to attend at the office 
to see them paid accordingly ■ 

In 1757, perhaps in consequence of the considerable niimter of office]^ 
recently brought from England, discussion and friction arose regarding 
the relations between the military offic^ers and the covenanted eivd 
servants of the Company. To settle the question in dispute at a Consul- 
tation of the 7 th June 1757 the Board recorded the following remarks 
and orders : We hear the military in general have lately started many 
idle objections and make a doubt whether they ought to obey the orders 
of the Honourable Company's covenanted servants at any of their 
settlements in ease of the death or absence of the Chief though in siieh 
case the senior servant must necessarily for the time being be invested 
with the same position.' Agreeable to the comtitut ion and invariable 
rules of the service and in order to prevent the ill consequences which may 
accrue from the military entertaining any notion of their indepeiideney 
on such occasions and to confirm and enforce the established rules of the 
serriw, we resolve t^t an order be issued to the Major by the authority 
of this Board rejjuiring all the military and artillery in the Honourable 
Company's service now on the island, of what rank or denomination 
soever, to obey all stieh orders as they may at any time receive from the 
eldest covenant servant in standing at any of the Honourable Company's 
settlements in ease of the death or al>sence of the Chief or other person 
appointed to transact their affairs at those settlements. And though 
we have not any reason to imagine the marine enteidain any such 
scruples, the like order must be given to the Superintendent resf>ecting 
that corps as well as transmitted to the subordinates by the tirsfc 
conveyance.^ 

. Eegarding the above order the Court of Directors wnete to Bombay 
on the 5t!i July ]75<S : The order you issued upon the 8th June 1757 
wits unnecessary and improper. It was tefore never doubted that the 
troops in our pay were subject to the orders and directions of our 
.Ihwdent and Council and by necessary giadation to those of the Clrief 
4mi Factors at the subordinates and in the absence of the Chief to the 
, ieuiorcovemntwl servant who should hapjm to be upon the place. By 
understood to mean that the person appointed by you 
.L*.. always to be deemed to be the senior cove- 

, there may hapx>eii to be at that place othei*B of 
in our service, whereas the issuing of a particular order 

with'it'tho'ap^aranee of a novelty and 

. to ■ wMeh our military wtm i 


Chapte 

Miiitaiy* 


Position of the 
AliHtary, 
1757 * 


I 


*^1 





Company’s 

175-S, 



132 


BOMBAY TOWN 


fSiapterTI. 

Militaiy. 


Cornpany^s 

Power?, 

im. 


pany have power to make peaee and war, to maintain and keep standing- 
forces, and in time of war or open hostility to enforce martial law. 
There having been some doubts with respect to the eonstniction of the 
w^ords time of war or open hostility, and it being* likewise necessary f or 
the safety of the Company's settlements to have at all times a standing 
force, and there being no provision for exercising martial law in time 
of peace, and discipline being essential to the keeping military forces in 
order as well in peace as in war, to obviate all the doubts that had been 
raised to former powers, the East India Company apjplied to Parliament 
and obtained the present Mutiny Act that the forces in their pay might 
in time of peace as well as in war be subject to the same discipline and 
liable to the like methods of trial and punishment for the like offences as 
the King^s troops were before liable to by law. This was not done by 
vsray of indulgence to the Company's forces or to dispense, with any of the 
obligations they were before subject to or anyways to make them less 
dependent on the Company than they were before. On the contrary it 
was with a view to establish a legal and regular method of trial and 
punishment instead of the uncertain and irregular way they were in 
licforeg^nd to compel and enforce from their own troops a strict obedience 
to the Company's orders and to punish them for their neglect or dis-. 
obedience by the methods and in the manner prescribed by that Act. 
In conset|nence of this Act His Majesty by his Sign Manual empowered 
the Court of Directors by a Commission under the Company's seal to 
authori2;e you our Governor and Council to issue your ^variants for 
holding of com*ts martial as occasion should require for carrying the. 
Act into execution. The man^ement of all the Company's affiurs 
civil and military by their constitution vests in the Court of Directors,. 
And the Court o£ Directors invest their President and Council at their 
several Presidencies with their absolute power (under the orders of* the 
Court of Directors). In like manner their President and Council issue- 
their orders and delegate their authority to the Chief, and, in his absence, 
to such other of the Company's covenant servants at the subordinate 
settlements as they from time to time think fittest to be intrusted with, 

the Gompany^’s affairs at those places. 
The military officers and soldiers in our pay are therefore equally liable 
to all such orders as they may receive from you and from the Chief for 
the time being or other person you shall appoint to act in the absence 
of such Chief at any of the subordinates, and they are to execute all such 
orders and commands as shall be so transmitted to them absolutely and 
implicitly. AH such, orders are lawful orders and are to be considered 
and looked upon as lawful by all our officers and they are by the 
Mutiny Aet aud articles of war punishable for their neglect or 
disobeafenee. Nor is it by any means left to the consideration or 
determination of our officers, nor are they at all at liberty to consider 
such orders fiirtber than to obey them, TMs is a 
of grave coimequenee to the Company. Without such subordination 
the entertaining of military forces would be useless and dangerous. It 
would be transferring the government and dii*ection of the Company 
settlements and properiy into the hands of the military. Wo cannon 
relax or dispense with this condition. We require your "strictest attei 
tion to it and for that purpose we do order and direct you upon reeci| 
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of this to acquaint all the military officers in our pay with these oar 
sentiments, and that you do ask each of them whether they are ’vrillino' 
to continue in our service upon these terms. If any of"^ them refuse 
to deelai-e their submission thereto, you are, without distinction of rank 
or person, instantly to dismiss and discharge from our serace every 
such officer who shall not explicitly signify his submission to these our 
oi-ders. And let the officers you do dismiss be sent home at our exijcnsc 
by the first ships that shall afterwards sail from your settlement. If in 
future any officers of our forces shall refuse to ;^y all due oliedienee to 
your orders and to the orders of such as act under you, we do require 
and order you to dismiss and discharge from our service and send home 
every such officer, and to fill up the vacancies with such other persons 
as you shall think proper, always taking care and strictly observing 
that your_ actions do not proceed from any partiality re^ntment or 
}>rivate view to advance another into the place of the person you so 
discharge.^ 

On receipt of this letter the Bombay Government, on the 24th April 
1759, passed the following orders: Having summoned Major Mac-e 
and all the military and artillery officers on the island who aro,not on 
immediate dnty, the commands of our Honouiable Masters concerning 
them, under the 5th J uly last, are read to them by the Secretary and they 
are severally asked by the President whether tlmy are willing to continne 
in the ^Tvice on those terms. As the officers unanimously agree 
thereto, the Secretary is directed to deliver an attested copy of the para- 
graphs to the Major that he may publish them to the rest of the 
oilieers on the island. It is also ordered that the same must be trans- 
mitted to all the subordinates with our next advices.® 

Major Mace communicated these orders to such of the military and 
artillery oflieers on the island as could not attend the aloove Council 
and reported to Government that they all declared their readiness to 
continue in the service on the terms mentioned in the Courtis letter.® 

Perhaps in consequence of the haste with which recruits were col- 
lected in 1757, certain of the companies were allowed provisions and 
others were not. AVith the object of placing all on the same footing 
the Bombay Diary of the 5th June 1759 records : The eight companies 
of sepoys enlisted here who are allowed provisions occasion an extra- 
to our Honourable Masters. It is therefore ordered 
, will for the future serve on the same terms as our 
! provisional Commandant immediately discharge them 
t pur established companies of sepoys be completed by him so 
le present twenty companies be reduced to eight of the establish- 
nber and the supemumerajy officers whose pay amounts to 
A 16,000 a year be paid off agreeable to a regulation now presented 
* A statement which accompanies this entry shows 
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that the strength of the twenty companies varied from forty-three to 
one hundred and fourteen and that the total of the whole force inchided 
21 suhheddrs^ iiOJamleddrs,!^ sabnises^ lOl havdlddrsy lOU ndtks^ 
19 eolour-bearerSj 16 trumpeters, 20 hhilddn, and 1192 sepoys. 
Instead of this the revised scheme provided for eaeh of eight companies, 
except that the first company had two subheddrs, an uniform strengtli 
of one subhedar, t\Yo jarrdeddrs, one sabnis, five havdlddrs^ live ndiks, 
one colour-hearer^ one trumpeter, one bhdddr, and 150 sepoys.^ The 
rates of monthly pay of the different grades were, subheddr lls. 20, 
jamhddr Rs. 13, havdlddr Rs. 6|, ndik ns. 4^, and sepoy Rs. 4.' 

In October 1759 Major Fraser submitted the following Sepoy 
Regulations for the approval of Government : Agreeable to your 03*der 
I send you the sepoy regulations for your approbation. I beg leave to 
remark that though the Company at this time pays upwards of 2;h)0 
sepoys at about Rs. 14,000, if 500 sepoys were wanted for immediate 
service it would he impossible to have them without stripping every 
post of the whole serviceable number of sepoys belonging to the island. 
The proposed establishment is to have 1500 sepoys complete, regulated 
diseipl^ed and paid in the same manner as they are upon the coast and 
in Bengal. W^ith this number the sepoy duty of this island will, upon all 
occasions, be done in a soldier-like manner. If any emergency should 
require it, we sbill be able to march 1000 se 2 )oys comjoleto into the field, 
well disciplined, which on real service will be found to answer better tliaii 
five times the number of the irregular sort we now have. At the same 
time we shall have 500 left, for the ganison or other different posts or 
to I'einforee those in the field, should it be found necessary. The whole 
expense of this complete body of troops will not amount to Rs. 10,000 
a month agreeable to the following abstract of sepoy pay,: One 
sahheddr at Rs. 30, thToe jamdddrs at Rs. 15 each, six haonlddrs at 
Es. 9 each, seven ndiks at Rs. 7 each, and 108 sepoys at Rs. 6 each, totol 
Rs. 826 a month. Twelve companies complete tlie establishment, iriius 
oiir sepoy force will be more formidable than at present and tlie ex 2 )ense 
reduced at least Rs. 4000 a month.*’ 

On repenising the above regulations, at a ConsultatV>n on ihc 30th 
October, the Board observe : Reperused Major Fraser^s ])roi)osal for 
making a regulation among the sepoys. In regard to this wo concur 
tliat the sepoys belonging to the out-offices or who are neecvssary i o 
attend the several memters as justices of the peace, the arrack ' and 
tobacco farmers and other people who have always been allowed 
sepoys and are entitled thereto, are not sepoys to he (iepended on in, a 
mililBry capacity. On the contrary that they should be made a disf inet 
corps and their pay charged after the same manner wliicli has boon 
observed with respect to the sepoys attending the out-ofilces ever since 
1752, the exi')ense of which has been just the same as though tluw luid 
been included in the muster roll Resolved, therefore, that all sepoys 
omjffoycd in the manner abovementioned be formed into ti separate 


^ Statement in Pub. Diary Z2 of 17^9, 377. ^ Pub. Diary 33 of 1739, 527 

3 Major Eraser to CJovemmoiit, Pub* Diary 23rd Oct, 1759,* VoU 3;j uf 
*612. 
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corps for the future* And that a body of 500 sepoys and their ofReers 1>e 
likewise formed and kept under a regular and strict discipline in order 
to which it is recommended to Major Fraser to complete that number 
wnth such of the Bombay sepoys as he may judge best qualified, paying 
a regard to those having families on the island* This we hold in the light 
of a trial, as we are sensible that the Arabs and some other mercenaries we 
now have will not depart from their own discipline^ so that we think 500 
will be a sufficient number to select at present. The abstract of pay 
annexed to Major Fraser^s proposal far exceeds wbat is allowed our 
sepoys. Considering this and that it will hereafter be extremely difficult 
to reduce any advance we may now make ; also deeming Rs' 3 and two 
])]umU of batty to the sepoys a mouth and the officers proportionably an 
advance o£ a quarter part more than their present pay, a sufficient eneoiir- 
agoment fortheirservingin aregular mannereoiiformablc to Major Fraser^s 
plan ; it is agreed that the military paymaster pay them accordingly d 

Major Fraser next recommended the establishment of a grenadier 
company and represented that it might be formed from the troops witlxoiit 
occasioning any extraordinary expense to ‘ the Company. At their 
Consultation on the 4 th December 1759 the Board ordered him^to set 
about the forming of such a company.® 

On observing Sir James Foulis^ scheme for building barracks with 
savings from arrack money the Court write to Bombay on the 25th April 
1759 : We desire you will reconsider Sir James Foulis^ scheme entered 
on your Consultation the 13th Decemte 1757> for building the barracks 
at little or no expense to us. If, as seems evident, the soldiers will be 
well satisfied with the conditions, we can see no just reason why the 
scheme should not be carried into execution. The cutting oif the 
great expense of drams may be a future saving to the soldiers for many 
valuable purposes. We therefore direct that the building of those 
barracks be no longer protracted, for it is impossible but what is material 
to be fortified must be finished before this reaches you.® 

On receipt of this letter the Bombay Government on the 30th Octolxer 
. 1759 observe: Read Sir James Foul is’ proposals for building baiTaeks 
and laying in provisions for the military at little or no expense to 
the Honourable Company, as entered after the Consultation on the 1 3th 
December 1757, with the paragraph of our address to the Honourable 
the Court of Directors relating thereto under the^Sth April 1758 and 
their reply under the 25tlx April last ; also Major Fraser^’s opinioix 
thereon in which he represents the want of barracks and a proper 
market for the use of the military, but disapproyes the striking off the 
drams during the present war and recommends building apartments for 
the oflieers. Taking the above into consideration we continue to concur 
in tlie necessity of building baiTacks and proper apartments for the 
officers, and that it would be very improper to deprive the military of 
the drams they have been so long accustomed to at least during the 

kaay'SS ef 1YS9, ' ' 

93 of 1759> 790. - i.,,, i 

Court's Letters Tol. 5 of 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 30th Oct. 1759, 
- Bom. Gov. Consultation 4th Bed 1759^ 1 
Court to Bombay 25th April 1759 para. 
1767-1761, 199. 
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present war ; and the carpenters^ yard heing jndged the fittest place 
for building said barracks and apartments^ it is resolved that they be 
built there as soon as possible and the carpenters removed elsewhere. 
For this purpose Major Fraser and Messrs. By f eld and Hornby, together 
with the principal engineer, are appointed a committee for surveying* the 
carpenters^ yard, pitching on a proper place for removing those workmen 
to, and delivering us a plan and estimate of the expense which anay 
attend building the said barracks and apartments for the officers/ 

On Major Fi'aser representing the opinion of the Committee on the 
20th November 1759 the Board observe : Major Fraser represents 
that the committee appointed to survey the carpenters'' yard are of 
opinion that it will be a propen place for building of barracks, but that 
the principal engineer cannot sufficiently view the ground and draw 
a plan for the barracks without the yard and some of the Honourable 
Company's batty warehouses adjoining thereto being cleared. The ware- 
house-keeper and land paymaster are therefore directed to comply therein 
as soon as possible and the former to inquire whether any other ware- 
houses proper for lodging grain are to be procured.” 

Shortly after a plan of the barracks to be built was laid 1)efore Govern- 
ment, who on the 18th December 1759 referred it to Major Fraser and 
Messrs, Byfeld and Hornby and the Principal Engineer to report their 
opinion of it.^ 

On receipt of the Committee's report Government passed the following 
orders on the 15th January 1760: Read a letter from the committee 
appointed to carry on the intended barracks proposing to convert the 
barracks at present occupied by the King^’s detachment and the 
adjoining warehouses into l^rracks for the Honourable Company's 
troops and apartments for the officers. For the reasons they give this 
proposal is approved, and suitable directions are ordered to bo given the 
principal engineer and the new fortification paymaster for proceeding 
therein.^ 

In 1760 in connection with the appointment of a fort or town 
major the Bombay Diary of the 1 1th March records : Two aids- 
de-camp whose pay is Rs, 4 a day having been appointed a few 
months ago on account of some disputes about seniority arising between 
Major Fraser and Captain Maitland, the President acquaints the Board 
he has strack them ofi as deeming them no longer necessary. And the 
appointing a fort and town major being judged very conducive to the 
good of the military service, the same is agreed on at the rate of 
5 shillings or Rs. 2 a day as we hear is allowed at Madras and 

Until 1761) the topasses were np| enlisted for any certain term of 
years. To remedy this defect Government on the 20th May divoet : 
As we think it a great hardship that topasses have never yet been 


1 5^^* gov. Consultation SOth Oo<f. 1769, Pub. Diary 33 of 1759 015 

2 Bom. Gov. Consulfcation 20th' 1759, < Pub. Diary 33 of 1750’ m) 

» Bom. Gov. Consultation 18th Boo. 1759, Pub. Diary 33 of 1759 ’786 * 
4 Bom. Go?. Consultation 15th Jan. 1700, Piib. Diary 34 of 1760 3C * 

Bom. Gov, Consultation 11th Mar. 1750, Pulx Diary 34 of 1760, IS6« 
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regularly entered for a certain term of years, it is agreed that in future 
they be entered for ten years or such certain time as they can be 
prevailed on to enlist in the service.^ 

At a Consultation on the 10th June 1760 the President laid before Details of Trooj^s, 
the Board a General Abstract of the troops on the island. This, under 
Infantry, showed a total of 662, of whom 255 were natives, and under 
Artillery a total of 227, of whom 128 were natives. Of 1652 sepoys 
661 are shown as Sidis, 598 as Established, 257 as Ai’abs, and 136 as 
Old Surat. The details are^ ; 

Bombay Troops^ Z760^ 
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Sepoys. 


Subhe- .Tam- HavS,I- Colour Trarope' 

dars. leddrs dais. * Bearers, fcers* 


Sab.- BhS,l- Water*, 
nises. di^s. men^. 


Established, 

Sidi 

Old Surat .. 
Arabs 


Total 


In March 1760 Major Fraser, the ofBcer in command, proposed certain 
military regulations. On taking these proposals into consideration at 
a Consultation on the llth March 1760 the Bombay Council observe : 
"With respect to the payment of the troops for the reasons the Major 
gives and as he declares that all the Captains will be answerable to the 
Plonourahle Company for any deficiency which may ensue through 
fraud or neglect, it is agreed that the troops be paid regularly once a 
week by their own Captains as is practised at both the other Presi- 
dencies and in all other garrisons. Conformable to this the military 
paymaster is directed to advance their pay for this montib. 

With respect to a regular market for the soldiers in order that 
they may be messed together properly, it is observed that as the 
committee recommend our accepting some proposals made by certain 
butchers for supplying the garrison with fresh meat (as entered after 
Consultation the 20th November 1759) the said butchers^ proposals are 
accepted. It is farther agreed that the Secretary get a joint and 
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Infantry. 

Artillery. 

-Major «. y. 

1 

Captains ... .« 

■2, : 

Captains 

5 

Captains-Lieutenant. . 

2 ’ 

lieutenants 

7 

First ditto 

1 

Ensigns 

8 

Second ditto 

2 

Cadet .y 

1 

Lieut. Fireworkers ... 

6 

Serjeants ... 

58 

Serjeants 

8 

Corporals ... 

48 

Corporals ... 

8 

Drummers ... 

19 

Bombardiers... 

17 

Privates : 


Gunners ... 

48 

1 Europeans ... 

260 

Matrosses ... ... 

128 ' 

2 Natives 

255 

Drummers ... 

5 

Total ... 

652 

Total ' 

227 


[Historical 


Chapter VL 
Military. 

. MesSi^ ' 
17B0. 


Clotlimg, 

1760. 


Increase to 
Topasses, 
1760. 


13 b BOMBAY TOWi'^ 

separate bond executed by the butcliors, with a propoi' security ; that 
the military paymaster erect proper sheds for serving out tlie mea.t ; 
and that the barrackmaster his purvoes cooks and servants, h) 
discharged conformable to the eomiriittec’s report. Tlie Imtehors' 
(lUth July 1759) petition runs : Unless prevented by casualties or 
unavoidable accidents from the seizure of cattle on the other side, your 
informants will engage by security bond during a term of five years to 
supply meat to the barracks for Of pice the pound and suffer the penalty 
of lls. lOtO on failure. But as there frequently remains meat lifter 
having served the barracks, the butchers humbly pray that they may 
have the liberty of selling the surplus for 8 pice the pound as one 
Fakru sells for 10 pice the pound. 

With respect to the regular and uniform clothing of the troops 
as at Madras and Bengal, it is resolved, for the reasons assigned 
by Major Fraser, that they be clothed by agents to be appointed by 
the captains in the manner he recommends. The following letter, 
9th March 1760, gives Major Fraser’s proposal on this point: The 
privilege of a captain in the Honourable Company’* s service having the 
clotliing of his own company agreeable to the present method is liable 
to many abuses. I would therefore recommend to this Honourable 
Board that the whole troops of this Presidency should be clothed by 
agents appointed by the captains for that purpose as practised by the 
other two settlements. These agents are to make up all the clothing 
for the different garrisons and subordinate settlements agreeable to a 
pattern shewn to and approved by this Honourable Board, by the 
Major or other Commanding OfReer for the time being. The said 
agents to be answerable that the clothing is of eqnal goodness with the 
pattern and that the whole is ready by Christmas Day and the over- 
plus of the off-reckonings (after the charges attending the clothing ai^e 
deducted and 5 per cent which the said agents are to be allowed for 
their trouble) be equally divided among the Captains who command 
companies. 

With respect to advancing the topasses’ pay to Es. 7 a month, 
we are thoronghly sensible of the necessity, considering the dearness of 
provisions and all the other requisites of life at this place. The defer- 
ring of this increase lias rendered it almost impracticable for us to 
recruit topasses and has occasioned their constantly deserting for some 
time past-. This is the more easily accounted for as their present pay 
is not equal to that of common labourers. However, though we think 
it highly necessary to raise their pay in the manner Major Fraser 
proposes, we concur in only advancing their pay Re. 1, that'is making 
it equal to Rs. 6 a month till our Honourable Masters' pleasure can be 
fenoTO. It is agreed to recommend the Major^s proposal regarding 
topasses' pay at Bombay alone, as we know the pay the topasses at 
subordinates now receive is sufficient and more than equal to Rs. 6 a 
month at this place. ^ 

On this point the Court in their letter of the 6th May 1761 write : 


^ Bom. Gov, Consixltatiou lltli Mar. 1760, Fub.Piary M of 1760. 183 . 184 188 . 180 
Pub, Kary S3 of 1769, 430. , . i , 4. o 
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as you represent tlie raising the pay of the topasses at BomLay to 
Rs. 7 a month is a measure really and greatly conducive to the good 
of the service, as likewise that an addition should be made for the same 
purpose to the pay of the sepoys, we must leave it to you to determine 
upon as we shall depend upon our being put to no further expense 
than is really necessary.^ 

The following letter from the Military Paymaster to Government, 
7tli September 17 G2, compares the pay of the King^s infantry and 
artillery with that of the Company’s^ troops : Having carefully eom- 
ppu'ed the accounts delivered by Major Munro of the established pay of 
His Majesty's infantry and artillery with the pay of the Honourable 
Company's troops, I now lay before the Board a statement of the 
excess on either side. By this may be seen that by adding the Com- 
pany's gratuity as established at Madras to His Majesty^s pay, the 
commissioned officers receive considerably more than the Company’s. 
But if the arrears are deducted (on which account it is presumed the 
gratuity is founded) the King^s officers will receive but a trifle more 
and some will receive less, namely the Captains and Lieutenant Fire- 
workers of the Artillery. As to the King^s non-commissioned officers, 
even adding the gratuity to their established pay/ they receive less 
than the Company’s officers of the same rank The Adjutant and 
Quarter Master of the King^s artillery are (without gratuity) upon a 
better footing than the Company's officers of the same rank, the former 
receiving six shillings a day and the latter four shillings and no 
deduction of arrears, whereas our Adjutant and Quarter Master’s pay 
is five shillings and four shillings a day. So that the King’s Adjutant and 
Qaarter Master of artillery are not entitled to any gratuity, although 
they have thought proper to draw for it, and have been paid it upon a 
supposition that the pa}^ they received from His Majesty was the same 
as that received by the officers of the same denominations in the 
infantry and subject to a deduction of arrears.^ The following state- 
ment gives the details of the infantry and artillery pay : 


Statemp.nt of Kinf/ti and Gompanfs Infantry and Artillery Pay^ 1702^ 



Kjno’s Pay peb 
Day. 

King’s 
Pay for 
thirty 
Days. 

Com- 
pany’s 
pHy for 
thirty 
Days. 

Add 

Gratuity 
to the 
King’s. 

Deduct 
arrears 
stopped 
out of the 
King’s 
Pay. 

1 

Makes 
excess of 

Or 

excess 

Officers, 

Pounds. 

Equiva- 

lent 

Rupees. 

Pay to 
the Com 
pany’s. 

of Pay 
to the 
King’s. 

A,~Infantry 

Officers, 

£. s. d. 

Rs. q. r. 

Ks* q. r. 

Ha. q, r. 

He. q. r. 

Rs, q . r. 

Rs. q. r. 

Es.q.r. 

Lt.-CoL Coramdt. 
as Oapt, 

Major as Oapt, 

Captain 

Lieutenant 

Enaij^n 

Chaplain,., ,..j 

0 17 6 

0 15 0 

0 10 0 

0 4 0 

0 3 6, 
[0 '6 S ! 

7 0 0 

6 0 0, 
4 0 0) 
1 8 20 

1 1 60 

2 2 661 

210 0 0 
180 0 0 
i20 0 0 
54 0 0 
42 0 0 
80 0 0 

S2 

120 0 0 
60 0 0 
48 0 0 

36 *1 83 
19 0 68 
13 0 68 
Kot in t 

54 0 0 
42 0 0 
SO 0 0 
12 0 0 

6 0 0 
he corps. 


! 6 * ‘i 88 

1 0 58 
1 0 58 


^ Court to Bombay 6tli May 1761 para 140, Pub. Bep* Court’s L. Yol. 5 of 1757 - 
1761, S98. ,, . . -■ 

2 Military Paymaster to Government 7tk Sept . 1762, Fab* Diary 39 of 1762, 615 - 517. 
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statement of Kimfa and Oofnpany\i fn/antrylaml Artllhnf Pay, i76V—cont<;L 


Oificery, 


A. -—Infantry 
Ojf??cer#— contd. 
Adjutant (a) 
t^aart. Mastr. (ct). 
Surgeon 

Surg/s Mate (6) . 
Serjeant ‘ 
Corporal 
Drummer 
Sentinel 

B. — Artillery 
Officers^ 

Captain ... ... 

€apt. -Lieut. 

First Lieut. 
Second Lieut, ... 
Lieut. Fireworker 
Serjeant (c) ^ 
Corporal (e) 
Bombardier (c) 
Gunner (r) 
Matross (c) 
Drummer (e) ... 

Ct— Staff Officers^ 
Capt. and Gomdt. 
Adjutant 
'Quarter Master,., 
Commissary and 
Paymaster (d> 
Chaplain (e) 
Surgeon ^/) 

Store Clerk & 


■■ Kino’s 
L 

Pounds. 

Pay pbk 
AW 

Equiva- 

lent 

Rupees. 

King’s 
Pay for 
thirty 
l>ays. 

. Com- 
pany’s 
Pay for 
thirty 
Days* 

Add 

Gratuity 
to the* 
King’s. 

Deduct 
arnai-rt 
stopped 
out of the 
King’s 
Pay. 

. Makes 
exmS'Of 
Pay to the 
Com- 
pany’s. 

Or 

excess 
of Fay 
tu the 
King’s. 

£. 

a. 

d. 

Rs, 

q 

r. 

Rs. 

q* 

r. 

ES'. 

q. r. 

Rs 

* q 

. r. 

Rs 

c 

l* r 

Rs. 

q 

r. 

Rs 

q 

, r. 

0 

4 

0 

1 

2 

40 

48 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 










0 

4 

6 

1 

3 

20 

64 

0 

0 
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0 

48 

0 
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64 

0 
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0 

85 

6 

0 
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2 

86 
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0 

0 
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1 

14 

1 

1 

71 

6 

x 
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0 

4 

6i 

{ week of 

7 

3 

20 

14 

0 

0 

2 

.3 

63 

0 

1 

86 

' 3 

6 

33 

13 
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4 

6i 

( seven 

7 

3 

20 

14 

0 

0 

2 

3 

53 

0 

1 

86 

3 
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3 
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3 
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10 

0 

0 

2 

0 

57 

0 

S' 

86 

2 

2 
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1 

0 

JO 

0 

4 

0 

0 

120 

0 

0 

131 

2 

0 

30 

0 

0 

so 

0 

0 

11 

2 

0 
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6 

0 

•i 

1 

m 

72 

0 

0 

72 

0 

0 

19 

0 

0 

is 

0 

0* 



0 

ol 

0 

5 

0 

2 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

05 

2 

so 

21 

2 

66 

1,6 

0 
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*0o abstract. Serjeant 

Dnll CorporaJ, and Drum Major receiv’e Rs. 6a-d0 a month. ^ nionth ; Pay Serjeant, 

Ml from His MajVst.v and therefore are allm^xHf 

M 'n»‘« io the Ooaapany’s sen-ice. 

■^“TaTNolHrofflii ^ Xwe“d“two ^mi’a'Sa^’''“^“''’ “'“S 

^0 service. 

Jf^ceives his gratuitv* In the ranlr nt ts».o+ r.-n, * 

<ff) No storo-olerk and assistant paymaster to Lieutenant. 

ad>e not entitled to any gratuity, ther S ® 

^d tte paymaster is orderel te meovi twl ^ ^ 
hitherto received on thife acconnt.^ ^ ^ 

OntheSihOeteher 1762 the’ Board record: The nresent danim^v 
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Superintendent lias pitched upon^ and that the present one l>e converted 
into a warehouse for stores.^ 

In February 1763, the committee of accounts brings to the notice of 
Government the increase in the number of officers in the sepojV com- 
panies. The Board, as entered in their diary of the 8th February, proceed 
to ascertain how far the increase is a necessity and to fix the number of 
both officers and men. They reperuse the committee of accounts^ report 
of the 10th January wherein the committee remark the increase in the 
number of officers in the sepoys^ companies and the necessity of fixing them 
to a certain number of both officers and men. This being taken into 
mature consideration and the Major declaring that, in proportion to the 
number of ^men^ a greater number of officers than formerly is now 
absolutely necessary for the better training and disciplining that eorps^ 
and that each company should therefore consist of the following number 
of officers and men, the same is agreed to, namely Subheddr I, Jamle- 
d^rs 3, Havalddrs 5, Ndiks 5, Sabnis 1, Colour-bearers Trumpeter 1, 
Tom-toms 3, Bhaldar 1, Watchman 1 , Sepoys 100, Total 123. It 
appears from an abstract of the sepoy companies now laid before the 
Board that many of them are greatly deficient in complement. This 
deficiency the Major represents to be occasioned by death and desertions, 
and by the impossibility of recruiting because of the hardness of the 
duty, the strictness of the discipline, and the lowness of the pay in 
comparison to what they can get in other employ. The Major 
further declares that in spite of doing everything in his power to com- 
plete the number established in our Consultation of the 30th October 
1759, they have decreased from 1800 to about 800. From the best 
information he can procure, the Major assures us the only remedy is to 
increase their pay. In the 140tli para of their commands of 6th 
May 1761, our Honourable Masters have been pleased to give ns a 
latitude for this purpose, should it be found absolutely necessary, which, 
as w’-e are at present circumstanced, we really think it is. Eesolved 
therefore that we increase the pay of the private sepoys rupee one 
a mouth and that the subheddrs whose companies are deficient be 
allowed two months to complete them, which, should they not be able 
to perform within that time, the Major must be directed to report the 
same to us. And as the above increase of pay puts the sepoys upon 
the same footing with a ndik and sabnis who are inferior officers, to 
keep up the distinction between them, it is ordered that the pay of the 
ndik and sabnis be likewise increased rupee one a month.^ 

The new f oa'tifications necessitated the erection of new guard-rooms in 
place of the accommodation at the Apollo Gate. A Consultation of 
the 5th June 1764 records: The new works at the marine battery 
having rendered the former guard-room improper for the accommoda- 
tion of the guard at the Apollo Gate and the Major representing that 
it is absolutely necessary to have some house to shelter the men from 
the weather during the approaching rains, it is directed that he and 
the clerk of the works sui'vey the place and pitch upon a spot for 
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erecting a strong fcliad, whioli/ as there has been lately a guard-room 
built for the oflieer^ we imagine, will be suffieient for the men 4 

Agreeably to this order Mr. A. Werner on the 19 th June reports : 
According to your orders I have inspected into the Castle for a place 
for new guard-rooms to be built for a captain and two subalterns. The 
properest place that I find is over the gateway which will consist of a 
hall and a closet for the captain and one room on each side for the 
subalterns^ agreeable to the plan here enclosed.'^ 

On this report the same day the Board pass the following order: 
On perusing Captain- Lieutenant Andrew Werner'^s letter wutli a plan 
of the guard-rooms proposed in the Castle, it is ordered that a calculate 
of the expense be prepared and laid before us for our notice.^ 

Mr. John Gouin on the 26th June 1764 reports what additional 
stores are required for the out-forts. He writes : The enclosed 
will show your Honour what additional stores are requisite to pnt the 
out-forts in a proper state of defence, provided our garrison would 
admit of furnishing an adequate number of men which I am sorry to 
say it cannot at this time afford. Mahim Warli and Sion ought to be 
under commissioned officers. But Siiri miglit still continue under a 
Serjeant since it is not so distant as the other forts and may be 
instantly reinforced upon the least notice. Permit me to observe that 
within these few years our topasses are considerably reduced, nor have 
I been able to prevail on any others to enter. As, mixed with 
Europeans, topasses certainly are a useful body of men, I could 
heartily wish some means might be thought on to induce them to 
enlist. The smallness of their pay is, I believe, the chief reason against 
their enlisting. Whether it may be consistent to raise their present 
pay, your Honour alone can judge.^ 

In connection with the above report a Consultation of the 26th 
June 1764 records : The President now lays before the Board a letter 
from the Major to him, enclosing a list of ordnance and stores which 
he thinks necessary for the out-forts. But as our present garrison 
will not admit of reinforcing them, the out-forts must continue for 
some time iu the condition they have been in this great while past. 
It is resolved likewise as the only means left us of reinforcing our 
garrison that the Major be empowered to enlist as many topasses as 
he may be able. But as even topasses are difficult to be procured, it 
is agreed that we endeavour to engage all the slaves possible, those of 
Christians to be incorporated with the infantry and those of Moors 
and others with the sepoys, and at the same pay of those corps. 
Such slaves to be engaged foi* three years certain under a penalty of 
being forfeited to the Company. To facilitate this scheme the new 


^ Bom. Goy, Oonsultatioa Sth June 1764, PuR Diary 43 of 1764, S3i) 

Diary 19th June 1764 Voi 43 of 1764, 370. 

^ Gov. Consultation I9th June 1764, Pub. Diary 42 of 1764, 367. 

The total requirements for the four forts of M4hiin Warli fciion and Sun were 92 
barrels of powder, 20 new guns; 8000 royal shot, and 400 grape shot. 

*Mr. John Goniu to Government 36th June 1764, Pub. Diary 42 of 1764, 382* 
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fortification paymaster is ordered not to employ upon the umrks any 
slaves wlio may be able to bear arms.-^ 

A Consultation of the 19th June 1764 records: Two of our 
companies of sepoys being* absent at Bengal and it being very 
precarious when or whether they ever will return, and the Mardthas 
having at present a considerable force in our neighbourhood^ the 
intention of which we are unacquainted wdth, it is resolved that vre 
enlist a sufficient number to complete the establishment of 1500. 
Should any of those in Bengal return to this Presidency the supernu- 
meraries should be discharged.^ 

After considering the military force at Bombay the Court issue the 
following instructions on the 22nd March 1765: To meet the neces- 
sity of keeping up a respectable force in the most useful and effectual 
way consistently with reasonable charges^ we have agreed and do order 
that the following be the establishment for our Presidency at Bombay 
including the several detacliments to the subordinate settlements. The 
infantry is to consist of fifteen companies of one hundred Europeans 
each, commissioned and non-commissioned officers included. The first 
company is to be composed of the Major as Captain^ one lieutenant 
w’ho is to be captain-lieutenant, one ensign, as many subalterns as are 
necessary, and the remainder to be private men, so as to make the 
company one hundred men in all, officers included. The other fourteen 
companies are^eacli to have one captain, one lieutenant, one ensign, 
and subalterns and private men as the first company. The artillery is 
to consist of three companies with each its captain, two lieutenants, 
two lieutenant fireworkers, as many subalterns as are necessary, and the 
remainder to be bombardiers gunners and matrosses, so as to make each 
company in all one hundred Europeans, officers included.'^ In the same 
letter the Court continue : If on the receipt hereof or at any other 
time the number of Europeans shall exceed what is necessary to com- 
plete the present establishment of fifteen companies of infantry and 
three of artillery to one hundred each, officers included, let the surplus 
be equally divided among the several companies of artilleiy and infantry 
as no new companies shall be formed. On the other hand, if you 
shall be deficient in the before-established number of Europeans for the 
several companies, fill them up with topasses to that amount, and no 
more, as it is our intention that, including officers and soldiers, no 
company shall exceed the number of one hundred men. Observing that 
you muster among the several companies of infantry some topasses and 
mesties to the number of between thirty and forty each, and apprehend- 
ing they are a useful corps among the military, as well as that, if yon 
were to deprive yourselves of them, it might be a means of throwing a 
force into the hands of onr enemies, we leave it to your serious consider- 
ation to determine whether it may be prudent to part with these 


^ Bom. Gov. Oonsultation 26th June 1764, Pub^ Biairy 42 of 1764, 380.' , 

® Bom. Gov. Consnltation 19th June 1764, Bulb- BJary 42 of 1764, 367. 
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soldiers. At tlie same time we direct, i£ you find it most proper to 
•continue them, that you do not enlist others in the room of such as 
shall drop off from time to time, designing that your several eomprmies 
should consist entirely of Europeans according to the above directions, 
and that topasses be entertained only when you shall be short in the 
number of Europeans.^ 

The following extract from the Bombay Diary of the 1 2th August 
1766 shows the opinion of Government regarding the Bombay sepoys 
of that time : Being of opinion that the Bombay sepoys are much 
more to be depended upon than the Calliquilones (men of Calicut and 
Qtuilon) and other hired irregulars at Tellieherry, as we have found by 
experience from their dastardly behaviour the Quilons are of very little 
use, resolved that two companies of our Bombay sepoys be employed 
for the future at that settlement and annually relieved.- 

In 1767 as their previous orders against the sale of warlike stores had 
proved ineffectual, Government were obliged to adopt harder measures. 
On the l7th January the Bombay Council observe ; Frequent publica- 
tions have at times been issued prohibiting the sale of warlike stores. 
These must now be repeated and orders issued to all the subordinate 
settlements to prohibit the same there also. To render these orders 
still more binding it is agreed to confiscate any stores which may be 
discovered to be so sold and to inflict such other penalty on the seller as 
we may think proper, half the produce of such stores to be given the 
informer and the other half to the Honourable Company. All aiders 
and abettors to be looked upon as principals.® 

In the same year 1767, with a view to check the spread of petty 
offences among the military, it was thought advisable to erect a house of 
coiTection to be known as a Conjee or Gruel House. The Bombay Diary 
of the 3rd March records : It being judged that, as long practised at 
Madras, the establishment of a Conjee or Gruel House for the punisinnent 
of smaller ciimes among the military will be of advantage to the service, 
and have a better effect and be more humane than the inflicting of cor- 
poral punishment, a plan and estimate of such a house has been prepared 
and is now laid before us, amounting to Rs. 2731-2-24, which being 
approved, a house agreeable thereto is ordered to be built accordingly,^ 
A year later, on the 18th March 1768, the Court intimated their approval 
of this measure. They write : We approve of building a Conjee House 
for military offenders as we think it may be conducive to the better 
regulating the common soldiers and preserving good order in the 
garrison,® 

In 1767 Government ordered a survey of gun carriages. The Com- 
mittee's report of the 2nd September rans: Conformable io your 

1 Court to Bombay 22nd Mar. 1766 paras 140, 160, Bub. Dep, Court’s Letters VoL 7 
of 1765 - 1768, 50. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 12th Aug. 1766, Pub. Biary 47 of 1766, 600 

»Bom. Gov. Consultation I7tli Jan. 1767, Pub. Diary 18 of 1767, 61. Comp, of 
Standing Ord. VoL 2 of 1769- 1788, 196.^ ^ 

^ Bom, Gov. Consultation 3rd Mar* 1767, Pub. Diary 48 of 1767, 168-169* 

s Court to Bombay 18th Mar, 176S para 106, Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters VoL 7 of 
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Honotir^s orders we have surveyed the old and unserviceable gun 
carria^ges. Agreeable to the enclosed list we find most of them rotten 
and irrepairable^ a result the Committee beg leave to represent to be in 
some measure owing to their being exposed to the weather for want of a 
proper idaee to put them in. We therefore recommend a veranda being 
built along the side of the artillery arsenal, which will contain a 
number. On receipt of this survey of the old and unserviceable gun 
carriages the Board directed, the 8th September, that the carriages said 
to be entirely decayed be broken up and the others repaired ; and that the 
shed be erected, which the Committee recommend to be built for the 
preservation of gun carriages in general.^ 

On the necessity of increasing the troops and military staff the Court 
write on the 18th March 1768 : As the Company’s extensive and rich 
possessions in India cannot be secured but by large bodies of well regu- 
lated troops^ we have consulted Lord Clive, Generals Lawrence, Caii- 
land, Carnac, and other military gentlemen on this important subject^ 
and have thereupon found it necessary to make some altemtions in the 
present military establishments at the several Presidencies, as well for 
the advantage of each as the good of the service in general, by increasing 
the number of Europeans, and by having the several corps commanded 
by a larger proportion of field and other officers. Upon this idea, there- 
fore, we have thought proper to adopt the following plan for the military 
establishment for the service of oui* Presidency of Bombay, including 
the several subordinate settlements. You are to carry this plan into 
execution accordingly as soon as possible. We send out this season 
about 2000 recruits, two hundred and fifty whereof are intended for 
Bombay and are embarked on the ships Shrewsbury, Thames, and 
Royal Captain. We also send you several officers as hereafter men- 
tioned, and it is our intention to supply you with such a number of 
• recruits annually as will keep the several European corps complete. 
Instead therefore of the establishment as it now stands, the following is 
to be substituted and adopted. The corps of infantry is to consist of 
one regiment of 1600 Europeans, all officers included, to be commanded 
by a Colonel and to be divided into three battalions, to each of which is 
to be one Lieutenant-Colonel and one Major. Each battalion is to 
consist of seven companies, and every company is to have one captain, 

. one lieutenant, one ensign, four ser jeants, four corporals, two drummers, 
and 63 private men, excepting the companies to be commanded by the 
Field officers, which instead of Captains are to have Captain-Lieutenants. 
According to the foregoing establishment the regiment of infantry will 
consist of one Colonel, three lieutenant-colonels, three majors, fourteen 
captains, seven captain-lieutenants, twenty-one lieutenants, twenty-one 
ensigns, eighty-four serjeants, eighty-four corporals, forty-two drum- 
mers, and 1323 privates ; total 1603. After mentioning the appoint- 
ment of Colonel Charles Pemble to be Cominander-in-CHef of all the 
Company's forces under the Presidency of Bombay and its several 
subordinate settlements the Court add that he is to be subject to the 
control and orders of the President and Council who are the Compan/s 
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immediate and legal representatives. He is also to be Colonel of tbn 
regiment of infantry to be formed in consequence of the directions in 
tbe 136tb paragraph of this letter. The field officers (the Commaiuler- 
m-Ghief excepted) are lilcewise to be Captains of companies. At'ith 
respect to the pay and allowances of the several officers we direct that 
Charles Pemble Esqnire, be allowed £12U6-5-0 a year made of the 


following items 


ComTi3amler-in=^C}iief 
Colonel, 15 shillings a day 
Addition, 10 slhliings a day 


750 0 a roar. 
m 15 
18:2 10 




Total ... 1206 5 

The addition of ten shillings a day is in lien of pay as a Captain of a 
company as It IS our pleasure he should not be embarrassed with and 
consequently have the emoluments of a company. The lieutenant- 
colonels a,nd majors, as such are to have the pay“ as field officers in 
namely the first named ten shillings and the other five 
Jr lings a day. When they succeed to companies, they are to have ten 
Jilhngs a _<lay as Captains and the emoluments arising from clothino* 
Being sensible that the pay of field officers as such Ts insufficient to 
support them in a manner suitable to their rank we a«Tee and accord- 

emoluments ansina* from elothino' Tn iur. ^ mpanies oemg tne 

regulated corps of artillery, aK’order upon a well 

meat to the officers of such corps The Serf k to 

battalion of four companies consistino' t/ f ormed into a 

t. combed b/a iZSSSiSf/S" 

IS to consist of one caotni’T, ...... v *o,oh comjiany 

lieutenant, one second lieutenapf *Hn- lieutenant, one first 
three senVauts + 1 ,,.^..^^ iioutenant, three lieutenant fire- workers 
buree seijeauts, three corporals, two di-ummpro i , 

twelve gunners, and forty matrosses pSS f ^ bombardiers, 
be Commanded by the lieutenaTif « i T'^cepting the companies to 
ot cptaiMare i fo have aZliS™ f r "5 “j"’ 
the corps will be as follows * One m rank, 

captains, four eaptain-lientenants four f f ™ 

lieutenants^ two third lieutenants twelvA ^^^ond 

seijeants. twelve corpoSr St I’^^t^^ant-fircworkers, twelve 
forty-eigkt 

and others belonging to the corns nf oi Kii several officers 

therein and »ot rete)ed ff an "5:“"^ ”• *■> *>» «'»/« kept 
r^iietionthe service wooid be liabl/te'nrn as mibont sneb a 
•leneenra^entwebave 
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kaviiig field officers therem as higlx as a lieutenant-eolone/ to give 
tliem rank in the army, beyond which they are not at any time entitled 
to rise. Captain Thomas Keating is to command the whole artillery 
corps with the rank of lieiitenant-coloneL He is also to continue in 
the command of one of the companies belonging to the said corps. His 
pay as a field officer is to be ten shillings a day and ten shillings a 
day more as captain with the emoluments arising from clothing his 
company which is to be in lieu of’ his present allowances in the 
artillery corps, Mr. Thomas Lee is to be the second in command 
with the rank of naajor. As such he is to havo five shillings a day, and, 
wlien he succeeds to a company of artillery, which he is to have on the 
first vacancy, he is to have £200 a year more as captain with the 
emoluments arising from clothing such company. Mr. Lee proceeds on 
one of the ships of this season. 

We have also determined to new model your sepoy corps. Tor this 
purpose they are to be formed into two battalions of one thousand men 
each, black officers included, and that each battalion be composed of ten 
companies, each company to be commanded in the following manner : 
One subhed^r, two jamildars ( jamadars), six hav^ld^rs, six ndiks, three 
tom-toms, one trumpeter, one water-man, and eighty privates ; total 100. 
Each battalion of sepoys is also to have one captain, one lieutenant, 
one ensign, and ten serjeants, all Europeans. According to, the said plan 
the whole corps of sepoys will consist of two European captains, two 
Europeanlieutenants, two European ensigns, twenty European serjeants, 
twenty subhedars, forty jamildars, 1^0 havaldars, 120 n^iks, sixty 
tom-toms, twenty trumpeters, twenty water-men, and 1600 privates ; 
total 2026. 

With respect to the lieutenants and ensigns we leave the appointment 
of them to you confiding in your fixing on persons qualified for those 
stations. Their pay is to be the same as the pay of the like rank in the 
infantry. You are likewise to appoint proper Europeans to the rank of 
serjeants in this corps with the like pay as in the infantry. In all com- 
missions to be granted to military officers you are to observe the follow- 
ing method, that is to say, commissions to the field officers and captains 
are to be granted and signed by the President and Council, and those 
to subaltern officers by the President only. The Company’s seal is to 
be affixed to all such commissions and they are to be regularly minuted 
in your Consultations. Having thus in general settled the outlines of 
the military establishment for Bombay, you are strictly to conform 
thereto. We are sensible many regulations are necessary for effectually 
carrying into execution the same. We therefore recommend it to 
you to settle as soon after the receipt of this letter as possible. In order 
to assist you herein we now send you the printed military code or plan, 
given out at Madras in 1765 for the troops on the coast of Coromandel, 
Allowing for the difiPerence of the service at the two Presidencies this 
code may be adapted to the situation and particular circumstances 
of the troops employed at Bombay, varying, the rules orders and 
regulations accordingly. Such a code can be drawn out only on the 
spot. We direct therefore that, as soon as you can, you frame a code 
^nd transmit it to us for our information and further directions., ' H^i’C 
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■we are to observe that a military system improves not by multiplying 
ordexis and regulations but by a strict attention that the orders given are 
observed and obeyed. You are not only to transmit ns a copy of such a 
code annually, but you are likewise to transmit copies to the other Presi- 
dencies who are to do the same with respect to you. This mutual 
eommunication, if duly attended to, will be productive of a similarity 
of system throughout our whole possessions. Each of the several 
military officers who have been appointed by ns this season have been 
shewn a paper by our Secretary previous to their taking the usual oath 
to be true and faithful to the Oompany in their several stations^ to 
which they declared their assent and agreement. A copy of such part 
thereof as is necessary for your information is as follows ; That they 
are not only to obey their superior officers according to the rules and 
discipline of wax*, but are to be entirely subject to the orders of the 
Governor and Council at each Presidency, who are the Company's 
legal representatives, as likewise to such orders as they may receive 
from any of the Company's civil servants at their several subordinate 
settlenients to whom the Governor and Council shall think fit to 
delegate such authority. That as they are entirely subject to the 
authority of the Company's civil representatives so the Gom*nor and 
Council upon the misbehaviour of any officer whatever may, whenever 
they think fit, take away such officeris commission without bringing 
him before a court martial according to the general practice of the 
service. The intent of sending yon the above notice is not merely 
with respect to the officers now appointed, but also to remind you of 
the power you have always had. This power it is necessary should he 
oonstantly kept up in order to preserve that authority over the military 
which is essential for the good of the service.^ 

An increase in the number of non-commissioned officers was 
thought desirable and the Board allowed it. In 1768 the Diary of 
the 30th September records : The President lays before the Board a 
letter from Lieutenant- Colonel Gordon, to him, representing that the 
number of non-commissioned officers in the regiment of infantry is not 
near sufficient for the duty of the garrison. Agreed that an addi- 
tion of -fcwo serjeants and two corporals be made -fco each of the fifteen 
companies on the island as the necessity therefor is so obvious.^ 

As regards the proper peace footing of the garrison Colonels Camp- 
bell and Keating submit the following report on the 31st October 
1768 : With respect to the necessary garrison for Bombay in time of 
peace it is^ our opinion that there ought to be no reduction in the 
European infantry and artillery. As the life and spirit of a siege will 
fall particularly to their sh^re, and as the means of obtaining such valu- 
able troops in cases^ of emergency are sometimes extremely uncertain 
and almost impossible on other occasions, it appears to us of very 
material importance to the safety of the place to maintain the Europe 
corps always full and complete. The sepoys may be reduced by 2000 


f ^Jonrt’s Lettoi^ Vol, 7 

9f Sending Ord. Vol. 3 of 1769-1788, 238-244. 
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men and the kscars by 700^ so that the ganison in times of peace 
will then amount to 1200 European infantry, 300 European artillery, 
3000 sepoys, and 300 lasears, in all 4800 effective. This number is 
absolutely necessary for the common detail of the garrison duty of Bombay 
and the outposts of the island exclusive of the subordinate settlements 
along this coast. The terrible situation of this garrison at present must 
be a very comdncing proof to you of the necessity of an augmentation 
-when you see every out-work in the circuit of the fortifications aban- 
doned and not a single soldier for their security. The very guards 
that are at present necessary for the body of the place although i*edueed 
to the lowest numbers possible are one day off and one day on, which 
in a little time must be productive of the very worst of consequences 
in affecting the health and spirits as well as the very discipline of 
troops. When the above garrison is established in time of peace, and 
the duty is such as will afford discipline proper encouragement or 
opportunity to flourish, we beg leave to recommend in the strongest 
manner the exercise of cannon and mortars to the European infantry. 
In time of a siege the Europeans will be particularly attached to that 
duty and even in the field will render the Company most essential 
service by a superior well-worked artillery which in this part of the 
world will in our opinion ever render actions decisive. We have also 
examined the hospitals and find them deficient in point of size and 
accommodations for the sick of this garrison. When an accurate plan 
is made of them (which will be executed as soon as possible) the necessary 
improvements and additions will be laid before you.^ 

On this a Consultation of the 1st November 1768 records ; Eead a 
letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon representing the very weak state 
of our garrison and the severe duty which occasions both sickness and 
desertion among the troops and giving his opinion that this garrison 
without regard to the subordinate settlements should at all times consist 
of at least 1200 European infantry and 300 artillery, exclusive of com- 
missioned and non-commissioned oflicers, together with 5000 sepoys and 
1000 lasears in time of war, which however in time of peace might be 
reduced to 8000 of the former and 500 of the latter, but the Europeans, 
the Colonel thinks, ought always to be kept up to the above number. 
These views being confirmed by a letter novr read from Lieutenant- 
Colonels Campbell and Keating, it is agreed to represent the same to the 
Honourable the Court of Directors. In the meantime it is ordered that 
an additional number of 400 sepo3^s be enlisted at Surat or Cambay as 
the northern sepoys are stouter better men and in our opinion more to 
be depended on than those of the adjacent country. These Gujarat 
recruits, so soon as they are enlisted and arrive here, must be incorporat- 
ed into the two battalions by adding twenty men to each company 
Orders must accordingly be sent to the Chief and Council at Surat 
to procure the above number and send them hither as opportunities 
offer. And in order still further to ease the duty of this garrison and 
reduce the charges at Tellicherry, the Chief and Factors must be directed 
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to enlist topasses in lieu of the Bombay sepoys employed in that 
garrison who must be sent up as soon as the topasses are engaged for 
that purpose.^ 

In the beginning of 1769 the Commanding Officer having represented 
that no topasses or black drummers ean.be procured on account of the- 
pay then allowed them being insufficient for their maintenance^ and as 
it appeared to the Board very uncertain whether tlie whole number of* 
able-bodied sepoys they wei*e in want of could be raiscMl, on the 27th 
January Government ordered thfit five hundred topasses be enlisted 
towards completing the infantry battalions agreeable to the Honourable 
Company s orders under the 22nd March 1765. They add that when 
they may be pleased to send us sufficient Jduropeans, the topasses may 
be emploj^ed at the outposts and detachments for the cruisers in lieu 
of sepoys, and that their pay as well as that of the drummers be: 
increased to Rs. 8 a months but their- stojipages for clothing to be no 
more than formerly.^ 

In the next mouthy 2lst February 1769^ Government directed that 
there being about two hundred sepoys enlisted at Vengurla, the 
Superintendent must be directed to freight two large batetds for 
bringing them up, and to proceed under convoy of the Haioke gallivat 
which must also be ordered to call for them in her way up again from 
Tellicherry,'^ 

In May 1769 the Commanding Officer having represented that the- 
practice of giving pice to the soldiers instead of drams is extremely 
prejudicial to the service and recommending that the drams may in 
future be issued every evening and made into grog, the same is ordered 
to be observed accordingly.* 

The Bombay Diary of the 23rd June 1769 records : Notwithstand*^ 
ing we have repeatedly wrote to Madras to he informed of the house 
rents and other extraordinary allowances made to Field officers there, 
we have yet received no answer to our letters ou tliat subject, although, 
the last is dated so long ago as the 30th January. It is now therefore 
taken into consideration what allowances should be made on that 
account. Colonel Pemble'^s letter of the 21st February, wherein the* 
necessity of settling these^allowanees is strongly enforced, is referred 
to ; and being fully sensible that in die present enhanced price of 
houses the smallest rent for a house fit for a Field officer to live in will 
amount to at least Rs. 80 a month, it is agreed to settle the rent 
allowance at this rate and to increase the allowances to a captain and 
subaltern on this account, the former to Rs. 40 and the latter to Rs. 20 
a month. As on this occasion we are of opinion it is highly proper 
also to regulate the allowance of house rent to the Civil Servants, it is 
agreed to allovr the Members of' the Board the same as the Field officers, 
the senior and junior merchants and factors the same as Captains, and 
the writers the same as subalterns. The allowance to^ such of the Field 


^ Bom. Gov. ConsTiltatxoa lat r^OT. 1768, Fub. Diary 52 of 176S, 40 i - 402, 
2 Bom. Gov. Consuitatto 27tb Jan. 1769, Fiib. Diary 63 of 1769, 199 
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oflicers as have not occupied barracks to commence from the day of 
their arrival.^ 

The sepoys on the old establishment receiving only Es. 5-3-20 a 
months while the new ones received six rupees, for less than which they 
could not have been engaged, Government decided, 28th October 1769, 
to put all sepoys upon one footing of Es. 6 a month to remove the 
discontent which the existing difference of pay caused among them.® 

In the matter of increasing the number of sepoys and providing 
accommodation for them, Government on the 29th September 1769 
passed the following orders : Eead a letter from Colonel Pemble, 
wdiich being maturely considered, the following resolutions are taken 
thereon. Notwithstanding in the present great scarcity of money we 
could wish to dimmish instead of increase oux* expenses, yet as for the 
reasons assigned by the Colonel it appears indispensably proper to keep 
upon the island the full number of sepoys which he recommends, more 
especially as we are like to fall so considerably short of the European 
recruits the Honourable Company intended for this Presidency, it is 
resolved that four hundred sepoys he raised as soon as possible to 
replace the four companies detached to Tellicherry and Surat, 
concur with the Colonel in the expediency of keeping this corps in 
cantonments. But Old Woman^s island is in many respects liable to 
objection, and erecting sheds or other covers for them will be attended 
with a vast expense to the Honourable Company, and with very great 
ifieonvenience and dissatisfaction to themselves, this corps" being 
composed of many different castes. Therefore the colonel, military 
paymaster, collector, and principal engineer are appointed a committee to 
fix upon a spot, proper for building them some houses, so that this whole 
eorp>s may live contiguous, and yet have their different castes distinct 
from each other. We likewise acquiesce in tlie propriety of establishing 
a Marine Corps and in the method of completing it as recommended by 
the Colonel. He is therefore ordered to take the most effectual means 
for engaging as many able-bodied topasses as may be necessary for 
completing the battalions, except two hundred w^hieh may be engaged 
at Tellicherry.® Agreeably to the above orders the Colonel attempted 
to raise the required recruits and about the close of the year reported 
bis success to Government. The Bombay Diary of the 2Sth December 
1769 records : The Colonel reporting that a person employed for raising 
recruits to the southward has got I’eady at Vengurla 300 topasses and 
700 sepoys, also a few Europeans, it is ordered that the Bombay gTab 
with some boats to be hired for that purpose proceed thither to bring 
them up as soon as possible, and carry a supply of Es. 6000 in order 
that each man may be advanced a month^s pay/ 

During this year (1769) the Muhammadan sepoys objected on 
religious grounds to wear boots. The details on the subject are thus 


^ Bora. Got. Consultation 23rd June 1760, Diary 54ojf 1769, 563-564. Comp, of 
Standing Ord. Vol. 2 o! 1759 - 1788, 254 - 256, 

^ Bora. Gov. Consultation 28tli Oct. 1769, Pub. Diary 64 of 1769, 719. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 29tli Sept, 1769, Pub. Diary 54 of 1769, 680-681. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 28th Dec. 1769, Pub. Diary 64 of 1769, 838. 
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recorded in the Bombay Diary, 15th August 1769 i Read the following 
petition from the officers of sepoys of tlie Muhammadan faith 
representing tlmt the clothes and boots they have been ordered to wear 
are repugnant to their religion ; also the following letter from Colonel 
Pemble representing the dangerous consequences whicli may accrue to 
the service, should any part of their ])etition be granted.^ Petition 
from the Moor subhedars and jumblodars to the Governor and 
Council : Tliat your Hononr^s poor petitioners prostrating themselves 
at your feet humbly beg leave to represent to your Honours tliat they 
are very well contented and highly indebted to your Honours for the 
great pay you were pleased to make them, for which they and their 
families are bound to pray to God Almighty for your health and 
prosperity. But whereas the Christian clothes and boots they are now 
ordered to wear being quite contrary to the Muhammadan religion 
insomuch they are not only excluded from their caste forever hut also 
from their relations wives and children which tbeir law in such case 
separates from your Honour^s petitioners. Therefore it obliges them 
through necessity to make this request to your Honours, hoping 
you will, out of your wonted goodness and charity, be graciously 
pleased to order them to be excused from wearing the aforesaid 
Christian clothes and boots. And as they esteem their religion much 
more than any thing else in the world, they would rather be contented 
to be reduced to their old pay and clothes than to wear the aforesaid 
clothes and boots for high pay, they being greatly ashamed to show 
their faces in their present dress to any of their caste. They applied to 
the Colonel about it, who was pleased to bid them represent the same 
to your Honours. They say that their fathers and forefathers have 
been the Honourable Company's zealous servants and have died such. 
On the whole they on acconnt of their religion humbly implore your 
Honours will be pleased to order a stop to be put to their wearing the 
aforesaid clothes and boots or grant them their discharge.^ Letter from 
Colonel Charles Pemble to the President and Council, dated Bombay 
8th August 1769 *• The Honourable the Governor having informed 
me that the corps of black officers have presented a petition to the 
Board, setting forth the hardships they sustain by being obliged to 
appear in boots, agreeable to a general order issued for that purpose ; 
that their Codjees (Kdjis) have declared it to be inconsistent with the 
tenets of the Muhammadan religion and have accordingly threatened 
them with excommunication from all the privileges of their caste if 
they persist in complying with the said order ; and praying that they may 
therefore be released from it or receive their discharge from the service, 
or be reduced to their former pay if this order cannot be dispensed with. 
It therefore becomes my duty to offer my sentiments to the Honourable 
Board on this occasion as well to Justify the propriety of the order as 
to represent the dangerous consequences which may accrue to the 
service should any part of tbeir request be granted. First it must 
occur to every one who has any knowledge of military affairs that 
the appointment of a soldi^like uniform is a first principle which l^ds 

» Bom. Gov. Consultation 16th Ang. 1769, Puh. Diary 54 of 1769. 621. 

2 Pub. Diary 54 of 1769, 624 - 625. ’ 
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to the establishment of discipline and re<m]aW+v T 
reeo^ended it to the Honourable the Governor^ esintially neSsSy 
to the sepoy corps And as I was just arrived from t^e army in 
Bengal whicli consisted of more than ten times tlie number of sepov 
officeis who all appear on duty in boots and who were never heard to 
murmm-agmnst it, I could not suspect that those on this establishment 
wnld have the least objection thereto. I beg leave t© remark there Le 
a number of mosques where the forces of Bengal are cantonS and 
consequently Adjts for the service of them, who I think mavSth<,n^ 
reason be supposed to possess as much knowledge and eraditmn as those 
few who reside on this island. Experience has coSced me tS 
exclusive of the tendency it bears to discipline and order, troops acquire 
an emulation and spirit by an uniform and consistent aSeS^r 
rheiefore whether their appearing on duty in long drawers and slinners 

^ submit to the iudit 

givinc up°TSt^orth- consequences that miy attend 

6 fc, up a point or this nature to an undiseinlinerl Knrltr 

officers m-e so obvious as not to make it neces^;!; me Sint 

^ suomitted to, I dull expect to hear soon ihat the arms fhev 
wry bear also too Christian-like an appeai’anee and that ftiow 
Sw them, or any oTer absnixiity oSe hS 

‘ ^ presume to prescribe what measures ^Lld he taken 
n this w^ion ; hut was my humble opinion to be required it would 
^ to insist on a strict obedience to the orders which Sve been ^^n 
out , and should these officers dare to refuse it to dismiss wifb a™,- 
isgrace the nature of their refusal may deserve. We had better lu 
without them than admit of a wound to the service there Jh 
rejoice to succeed them. Some of the Moor 
officers ^ve been seen to wear boots before the order for that umSS 
toft named Karim Khdn has deelai-ed to Captain Jackson 

£ rest o'f to/1 AA -ith the ordfr, even SoSd 

me lest of the officers refuse it. The subheddrs also appointed to 

o«d to rpM by Mim toe uo objectioBTweSnt 

oJ to bl^t *‘2 '“““stoces as an argument of to obstinacy 
aLa + \ *cnor of the petition before the Board 

appears to have a mntmons tendency ealLlated by a few of the 

t£ P^poses. I think it neeeLry to MoSm 

Gentus have delivered me a petition reauestim*- 
yciy ^ling to appear in boots and conform thinseives 

sSThCirto th^y ^rnot 

At a Consulta,tion on the 15th August 1769 consideration of the 

fte 29th September 1769, when the following eitij was made ■ E^d 
another petition from the Muhammadan officer of L sepoyfon tMs 


^ TuK Biary 54 Of 17€9; 025- 627 , '' ' • 
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establislimeiit^ representing that tkey have been disgraced and turned 
out of the caste for wearing hoots agreeable to the garrison orders, and 
thixs they have reason to believe at the instigation of some evil disposed 
persons who they request may he punished and their credit restored, or that 
they may be permitted to appear without boots. This being considered 
together with their f oimer petition read the 1 5th August last, it is 
observed that from the best information we have hitherto procured 
Muhammadans in every part of India and all Mnlianmiadan countries 
wear boots without scruple, and therefore there is reason to believe the 
Kdji has imposed on our sepoy officers byasserting it as contrary to 
their religion. Eesolved therefore that the Chief and Factors at Surat 
be directed to enquire into it by collecting the opinions of the Kdji, 
Head Sayed, and other principal persons of the Muhammadan faith at 
that place, and transmit their report to us. We shall then be enabled 
to come to some resolution on the subject of the petition now before 
us. In the meantime the commanding officer is ordered to permit of 
a small alteration being made in the boots, which he represents will 
satisfy the officers for the present.^ 

In reply to the above request the Wolfe galivat brought, 30tli 
November 1769, a letter from the Chief and Council at Surat, dated 
the 23rd November 1769. It acknowledges the Bombay commands of 
the 19th (October) and encloses the opinions® of the Kaji Mufti and 
principal Sayeds in respect to sepoys of the Muhammadan faith w^earing 
boots. On this, on the 5th December, the Bombay Council observe : 
Bead the letter from the Chief and Council at Surat, with the opinions 
of the Sayeds and K&jis about Muhammadans wearing boots. On this 
we cannot help remarking that the question seems to have been 
improperly put to them. Tins is now however immaterial as the affair 
has been settled some time.® 

The Bombay Diary of the 23rd February 1770 records : Colonel 
Pemble represents that the service will suffer greatly if the allowance 
of Bs. 5 for each sepoy who may enlist is not contimred. Ordered the 
same be paid to the recruiting officer who must defray all other 
expenses on this account.'^ 

In December 1769 Colonel Pemble submitted certain proposals 
regarding the sepoy corps. On these, at their Consultation the 2nd 
Januaiy 1770, the Board record: Bead a letter from Colonel Pemble 
recommending that the sepoy corps may be formed into four instead 
of three battalions and that the Europeans may be cantoned at Old 
Woman^s island during the fair season. The consideration of this letter 
was deferred for a full Board. Subsequently on the 23rd February 1770, 
the Board passed the following orders. Eeperused the letter from 
Colonel Pemble, read the 2nd ultimo. The same being now taken into 
consideration we are of opinion the several proposals made by him are 
obviously for the real benefit of the service and therefore they are 


* Bom. Gov. Consultation 29th Sept. 1769, Pub. Diary 54 of 1769, 682. 

® These opinions have not been traced. 

’Born. Gov. Diary aOth Nov. and 5th Deo. 1769, Pub, Diary 64 of 1769, 811, 818. 
‘Pub. Diary 23rd Peb, 1770 V-ol. 66 of 1770, 137. 
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ordered to be carried into execntion as soon as possible. The sepoy 
corps to be formed into four battalions and the President to 
appoint an ofFieer to command the fourth battalion. The Board are of 
opinion such appointments rest with the President. Nor would Captain 
Jacksoii'^s appointment to this corps have been minuted under the 8th 
March 1769 had not the President on account of his particular regard 
for Captain Jackson desired the same might stand upon record to 
obviate every possible reflection. The land paymaster is directed to 
erect the sheds and bungalows recommended by the Colonel in which 
he must observe the utmost frugality and make use of cocoanut trees 
where it can be done with propriety.-^ 

In the matter of the military peace establishment, after consulting ofBcers 
of experience, the Court write on the 6tli April 1770 : The important 
point of settling our military establishment in the interval of peace upon 
a respectable footing having been under onr most matui’e consideration, 
w’-e have, with the advice and assistance of Lord Clive, Major-General 
Lawrence, Major-General Coote, and Colonel Wedderburn, thought 
proper to adopt the following plan and regulations for .the military estab- 
lishment at your Presidency. This we direct you to carry into execution 
as soon after the receipt hereof as possible. That the infantry do consist 
of one regiment containing two battalions of Europeans and two battalions 
of sepoys. The two battalions of Europeans are to consist, including com- 
mission and non-commission officers and privates, of 1562 men exclusive 
of the Field oflSeers, and the two battalions of sepoys, including commis- 
sion and non-commission European and Black officers, of 2042 men. 
That each battalion of infantry do consist of one Grenadier company and! 
eight battalion companies . The G renadier company of each battalion to be 
formed of one captain, four lieutenants, six ser jeants, six corporals, 
four drummers, and 80 privates; total 101. Each of the eight 
battalion companies to be formed of one captain, one lieutenant, two- 
ensigns, four Serjeants, four corporals, three drummers and fifers, 
and 70 privates ; total 85. That the Field officers to the said regiment 
be, one Colonel, two lieutenant-colonels, and two majors. That 
each of the two battalions of sepoys beforementioned shall consist of 
one captain, five lieutenants, five ensigns, and ten ser jeants; total 21 
Europeans. One commandant, 10 snbhedfe, 20 jamaddrs, 60 havaldars, 
60 naiks, 10 colour-men, 10 tom-toms, and 829 sepoys ; total 1000 ; 
in all 102 L Having formed a new military establishment as men- 
tioned in the preceding paragraph w^e require the most punctual 
compliance therewith. This will serve as a reply to the 100th 
paragraph of your letter of the 2nd December 1768 respecting the 
appointment of an additional number of non-commission officers to the 
two battalions of infantry. The same letter continues : As it is very 
essential that the natives should be kept as ignorant as possible both 
of the theory and practice of the artillery branch of the art of war, we. 
esteem it a very pernicious pmctice to employ the people of the country 
in working the guns. If such practice is in use with you we direct that 


* Bom, Gov. Consultations 2nd Jan. and Feb. 1770, Biary 55 of 1770, 3,^ 
137* For the proposals referred to in the text see pages 143- 143 of the same Diary , 
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in future yon attach European artillerymen to the service of the guns 
which may belong to the sepoy eorps^ and that no native be trusted 
with any part of this iinj>ortant service unless absolute necessity should 
require it.^ 

Referring to the above orders General Wedderburn submits, 10th 
October 1770, the following report: In obedience to your cominands 
I have endeavoured to obtain as exact information as I could in so 
short a time of the number of sepoys necessary to be kept up at this 
Presidency, I now lay before you such observations as have occurred 
to me resj^eeting the execution of the orders of the Honourable tte 
Court of Directors for reducing and new modelling the sepoy corps. 
It appears to me that the number of private sepoys, exclusive of ofEeers 
and non-commissioned oflScers ordered by the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, is insufficient for the service of this Presidency and its sub- 
ordinate settlements. Without enteinng into any disquisition of the 
numbers required for the defence of this place and its extensive works in 
case of an attack, I shall confine myself to the details now before me of 
the duty which is necessary to be done here. The establishment 
ordered by the Honourable the Directors is 1658 private sepoys. It 
does not appear to me proper to diminish the number of scBtinels, and 
it is very evident that when guns are mounted upon the new works 
and stores lodged in them, it will be indispensable to increase the 
number of sentinels very considerably. The following detail taken 
from the return given me of the duty of sepoys on the island of 
Bombay compared with the number of sepoys ordered for the new 
establishment will show how inadequate that number is to the duty 
required : 

353 Private sepoys daily on duty at the several town gates. 

^ 706 Private sepoys wanted to make two reliefs, which is as little as 

can or ought to be allowed. . 

313 Private sepoys doing duty at the out-postS' 

313 Wanted to relieve the out-posts. 

189 Sick, upon the supposition of the two battalions, being half the 
number of the sick at present. 

j 30 On furlough, being half the number now absent with leave. 

loo Recruits attending the drill, not being one-quarter of the number 
now at the drill. 

. 18 Storekeepers, half the number at present employed. 

9 Buhheddrs’ sons, half the present number. 

2031 Total 

Bor the duty of the town and island of Bombay alone exclusive of any 
of the subordinate settlements, of any demands from the marine, and of any 
detachments to any place without the limits of the Presidency, the 
new establishment is 373 men deficient. As, consistent with the safety 
of, the military stores, the preservation of the works, or the good 
government of the town and island, it seems impossible so to diminish 
file guards as to be able to obey the words of the order o£ the Honour-* 


1 Court to Bombay 6th;fApril 1770 paras 67*73, Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol 8 ol 
1769*1771, l^-m Comp* of Standiug OrclVoL2 of 1759-1788, 257, m 
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able the Directors, it comes to be considered how far it will be possible 
to obey the spirit and meaning of the order which I humbly conceive to 
be to have a sufficient and respectable military force kept at this 
Presidency at the least possible expense to the Honourable Company. 
I have seen a considerable number of invalids in the Honourable Com- 
pany's pay wdio are able to serve in the out-forts on this island. They 
belong to no battalion, are not under" the care of any officers, and do no 
duty. The irregular and licentious manner in which these invalids in 
the neighbourhood of the garrison live is, I am told, extremely hurtful 
to the health and discipline of the troops. It is submitted to your 
Honour^s consideration whether these invalids may not still render 
some service to the Honourable Company and much less mischief to 
the rest of the troops, if such of them as are fit to serve at all be either 
added as supernumeraries to the companies of the infantry or formed 
into separate companies for the duty of the out-posts alone. They are 
perfectly equal to this duty ; it will be unnecessary ever to relieve 
them ; their vice and licentiousness will be a little restrained ; and the 
two battalions of infantry will furnish every year a sufficient number 
to :keep the corps of invalids always complete. The garrison of 
Tellicherry consists at present of three companies of infantry, one 
company of Bombay sepoys, and 815 local sepoys of the Nair and 
Tivi castes. The pay of this garrison amounts to about Rs. 7000 a 
month. It is submitted to your Honour^s consideration whether the 
post of Tellicherry and its dependencies will not have a stronger or 
more serviceable garrison, if, instead of three companies of infantry in 
bad order, because they have not been recruited or relieved, and 815 
untxained troops, it was ordered to consist of two complete companies 
of infantry sent from hence and four companies of well disciplined 
Bombay sepoys with European officers and non-commissioned officers, 
exclusive of the artillery detachment which is at present there. The 
expense of this proposed garrison will not exceed Rs. 5000 a month. 
It is conceived the post will be in a much more defensible state than 
at present and the saving to the Honourable Company will be about 
Rs. 24,000 a year. Besides the consideration of economy in the 
military establishment at Tellicherry there is another which I doubt 
not has occurred to your Honour. The Nair and Tivi sepoys 
raised there will not move from thence upon any emergency whatever. 
They therefore cannot be reckoned equally useful to this Presidency as 
sepoys who will serve cheerfully in any part of Asia, and who, being 
to be relieved at stated times, leave their wives and children here as a 
pledge of their fidelity and allegiance. The garrison of Surat consists 
at present of two companies of infantry, two companies of Bombay 
sepoys, and eight companies of Surat sepoys. Hy the information 
which I have received the Surat sepoys are not only of no use but are 
in the greatest degree dangerous to the settlement there. They are 
not uniformly clothed, they are not armed alike, and are so. little to be 
tinisted that I am told they are never admitted into the Castle, It is 
extremely doubtful whether the sepoys in the Honourable Company's 
pay at Surat would not turn their arms against their Masters in the event 
of any rupture between their Masters and the country powers. By the last 
returns it appears that the CMef of -.Sumt has a,.giia^| of .afi o&cf -and. 


Chapter VL 

Military. 

Militaiy 

Establishment^ 

1770. 


158 


BOMBAY TOWN 


[Historical 


thirty nuen o£ the infantry. Besides this I have heard that he seldom 
goes abroad with less than 150 sepoys attending him and the other 
civil servants in proportion. I hope your Honour will do me the justice 
to believe Ido not wish to strike oil one man from the suite of the Chief 
of Surat or any of the Honourable Coinpany^s civil servants. Still 
I am persuaded you will agree with me in thinking it wrong that the 
pay of peons of the Honourable Oompany^s civil servants should be in- 
cluded under the head of military expenses^ especially as 1 have heard a 
company of peons are expressly allowed for the Chief and other oflieers. 
To pay troops upon whom you can have no dependence, whom you 
cannot prudently trust within the "walls of your fortress^ ho will not 
wear your uniforroj and#whom you dare not arm^ seems to me very bad 
policy as well as a most unprofitable and unnecessary expense to the 
Honourable Gomi)any. The expense of eight companies of Siirat sepoys 
is Rs. 5672-2-0 a month. The expense of two companies of Bombay 
sepoys is Rs, 1903-1-42. For twelve months the expense of both 
amounts to about Ks. 89^900. To put the garrison of Surat in a more 
respectable more secure and defensible situation than it is at present^ 
and to diminish very considerably the expense of the military establish- 
ment of the Honourable Company^ the following proposal is submitted 
to your Honour^ s consideration. The two companies of infantry having 
been long at Surat, being weak in Europeans, and having formed habitudes 
and connections with the inhabitants, should be relieved by two com- 
panies from hence. Ifc appears to me that if the eight companies of 
Surat sepoys were disbanded and the two companies of Bombay sepoys 
relieved by six companies of Bombay sepoys from hence with white 
oflSeers and non-commissioned oflieers according to the new establish- 
ment, the Castle of Surat would be much better garrisoned than it is 
at present and the annual expenses of that settlement be reduced above 
Rs. 25,000. The expense of a complete battalion of sepoys on the 
present establishment is for twelve months Rs. 94,251. The expense of 
two companies of Bombay sepoys with the irregulars at Surat is for 
twelve months Rs. 89,900. The expense of one company of Bombay 
sepoys and the irregulars at Tellicheiry is for twelve months Bs. 45,306. 
The total expense of three companies of Bombay sepoys and all the 
irregulars at Surat and Tellicherry is for twelve months Rs. 1,35,206*. 
From this it appears that Surat and Tellicherry being garrisoned by 
ten companies of Bombay sepoys, there will be a yearly saving on the 
article of military expense at those settlements of Ks. 49,430 and the 
yearly Bombay expense be reduced Rs. 94,251 equal to the expense of one 
complete battalion. It is believed that both places will be much more 
in a state of defence than they are with the present garrisons and this 
Presidency will gain the additional strength of a complete battalion of 
sepoys wHeb may be employed wherever the exigency of the service 
may require it. Upon the whole, I submit my bumble opinion to your 
Honour's consideration that the duty of this ganison cannot be done 
with a smaller number than three battalions and the duty at Surat 
and TellieheiTy with no less than one battalion of sepoys. By dis- 
banding the irregulars at Surat and Tellicherry, the increased expense 
to the Honourable Company by keeping up four battalions instead of 
two will be only Es. 44^821* I intend as soon as possible, with your 
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Honour^s approbation nnd pernaissioii> to go to Surat and af terwards 
to Tellielierry that I may form a judgment from wliat I shall have 
seen rather than what I have heard of the reduction that may be made 
in the military establishment at those settlements according to the 
duty which shall be thought necessary to be done there. On my 
return I shall be able to make a report to your Honours with more 
accuracy and precision than it is possible for me at present. Your 
Honours being well acquainted wdtli the duty necessary to he done at 
the subordinate settlements are the best judges whether the plan I 
have sketched out and have the honour to submit to your consideration 
be either practicable or likely to prove advantageous to the Honourable 
Company. I am persuaded when your Honours reflect that in the fair 
season 500 sepoys were employed last year in the marine and that near 
400 sepoys are now employed at Balambangan (in Borneo), in Persia, and 
on board the cruizers ; that in three months 200 more men will be wanted 
for the daily duty here to guard the ordnance and stores in the new 
works, and when these men which fairly may be stated at 700 are 
added to 2031, the number now required for the duty in the town and 
island only, you will be of opinion that it will be necessary to keep 
three battalions of sepoys. Also considering the present situation of 
politics in this country with the duty required of the sepoys and the 
difficulty of enlisting them, perhaps your Honours will be of opinion 
that it would be impradent to disband the fourth battalion of trained 
sepoys till the corps of topasses ordered to be raised for the service of 
the maiflne shall be completed. Before I conclude 1 must represent 
to your Honour that it appears to me indispensably necessary that 
there should be one adjutant to each battalion of sepoys. It does not 
appear to me that the sepoy officers upon the new establishment of one 
to each company in garrison have more duty to do than the officers of 
infantry. I cannot therefore see any reason why they should have any 
additional pay continued them. The Honourable the Directors in their 
last letter strongly recommended the most particular attention to 
be paid to the disciplining the sepoy corps. The sepoys can be 
brought into good order only by a choice of the most excellent officers. 
This choice, were it left to the Commander-in-chief under the Governor 
and Council which perhaps it should be, it would be difficult for him to 
make with a strict regard to merit alone, because while the pay is 
higher in the sepoy than in the infantry corps, earnest solicitations 
and powerful protection will probably often have more weight 
than the excellence of the officer. I would therefore recommend 
it to your Honour to strike off the additional pay of subaltern 
officers in garrison and to increase it whenever they may happen 
to take the field. I would likewise submit it to your Honour's 
consideration whether it would not be proper to give some gratifica- 
tion to such of the officers of the sepoys as shall take the pains to 
acquire the country language* I have omitted the establishment 
at Anjengo because it is at present so small that no alteration 
which can be made in it Can be of any " Considerable advantage to 
the Honourable Company*: The company now there would some- 
^ ' times -be relieved.' ^ 
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On the 26th October 1770 General Wedderbnm further writes : By 
the establishment of the sepoys as settled by the Honourable the 
Court of Directors ten colour-men are allowed to each battalion. 
The sepoys at present have twelve colour-men. It appears to me that 
so great a number of colours do mischief, three or four at most 
being all that are necessary to guide the movcineots of a battalion. 
The present set of colour-bearers are not men who should be trust- 
ed with the colours of a battalion^ the loss of which is always 
disgraceful. I would therefore humbly recommend it to your 
Honours to order that the twelve colour-bearers in each battalion 
be discharged. The colours will be better carried than at present 
by the jamMd.rs or by hav61ddrs as at Madras or Bengal, and the 
yearly saving to the Honourable Company will be Rs. 3456. 
By the establishment of the Honourable the Directors ten tom-toms 
a battalion are allowed by which I humbly conceive ten sets of 
tom-toms is meant. As your Honours know very well that one tomdom 
is of no use, I would recommend that one set of tom-toms be allowed 
to each company, as the guidance and cadence of the march of the 
sepoys depend on them. It appears to me that ten trumpeters to 
a battalion are perfectly useless. The Honourable the Directors in 
the new establishment allow no trumpeters. But as it is certain that 
whenever the sepoys come to be employed in a close country, two 
trumpeters for each battalion would be extremely useful, I would 
humbly recommend it to your Honour to keep that number on the 
new establishment. The yearly saving to the Honourable Company 
by discharging the useless trumpeters will be Rs. 2304.^ 

On the above report at their Consultation on the 26fch October 
1770 Government observe: We entirely concur with the General 
that the number of sepoys ordered by our Honourable Masters is by 
no means sufficient for the establishment. On tlie contrary it 
appears evident the service of the island alone requires three 
battalions, and should the new arrangement which he proposes in 
the garrisons of Surat and Tellicherry take place, a fourth will be 
absolutely necessary. Resolved, therefore, that the who! e of the four 
battalions be kept up until we determine on the proposed arrano-e- 
ment which it is agreed to defer until the General can visit both 
settlements when he will be better able to judge of the propriety 
of each. The battalions must be officered agreeable to the Honour- 
able Company's orders and as by this means the duty of the officers 
will become much easier, the additional pay to those in this corps 
must be struck off at the end of this month and they put upon the 
same footing in point of allowances as the officers of infantry. 
But such officers as may distinguish themselves by acquiring the 
language will have a suitable gratification. By the above reduc- 
tion in the pay, allowing for an adjutant to each battalion as the 
General recommends and which is agreed to, our Honourable Masters 
Will save Rs, 27,840 a year. We greatly approve the GeneraBs 

1770^7^685^^^^*^^^^^ Government lOtli and 26th Get. 1770. Puk Diary 56 of 
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proposal respecting the invalids and would have them formed into Chapter ¥L 

a company accordingly for the service of the out-forts. We like- Miiitarv* 

wise approve the proposed discharge of the colour-bearers, the 

reduction of the trumpeters, and the increase of the tom-toms in the 

sepoy corpSj which is ordered to be carried into execution accord- 

inglyd 

On the 30th June 1772, with a view to effect reductions in the K^dactioii^, 
military and new fortification charges, the President Mr, William 
Hornby made the following proposals to the members of Oouncil: 

The expense and annual losses of this Presidency and its 
subordinates become a subject of the most serious consequence. 

The difference against our Honourable Bmployers on close of the 
books ending 1771 was no less than Rs. 24,30,329. It behoves us 
therefore to carry into execution every means that can be devised 
for decreasing the charges consistent with the safety and defence 
of the settlements and the nature of the service. I have already 
laid before you a plan for the reduction of the marine, and as the 
season is now arrived I desire it may be taken into consideration. 

I shall now give you my sentiments on some other branches of our 
expenses. The Honourable Court of Directors in the 68th and 
69th paragraphs of their commands of the 6th April 1770 are 
pleased to direct that the infantry on this establishment do consist 
of one regiment containing two battalions of Europeans and two 
battalions of sepoys,* and that the two battalions of Europeans, 
exclusive of the field officers, are to consist in the whole, commissioned 
officers non-commissioned officers and privates^ of 1562 men, and 
the two battalions of sepoys, iucluding commissioned and non-com- 
missioned European and Black officers, of 2042 men. They were 
not pleased in these commands to give directions i*egardiug the 
artillery. But in those of the 18th March 1768 they direct the artillery 
shall consist of four companies, making together 302 men including 
the field and all other officers. These numbers make 3906 men 
exclusive of the General and five Field officers of infantry, who, added 
to the above, make 3912 men. Our establishment on the island, and 
at Surat Tellicherry and Anjengo, consists of 7755 men, officers and 
privates' including 609 Tivisand 32 Nairs at Tellicherry and 544 
topasses here and 86 at Tellicherry andAnjengo, which together make 
\271. This leaves for the infantry, artillery, sepoys, and lascars 
6^4. The Honourable the Court of Directors in their commands 
of l§lh March were pleased to declare that the establishment they 
then ordered was intended for garrisoning the island and subordi- 
nates, but it is, I believe, universally allowed not to be sufficient. 

Our present establishment wants no more than 71 of doubling the 
number ordered by them, and the number belonging to the island 
alone being 5410 exceeds their establishment by 1498. I propose 
therefore to your consideration whether a regiment of infantry 
including the General and all the field and other officers consisting 
,qf 1772 men composed of the Buropeaaa and the topass«'’dic)i^^ 

, ^ * Bom. 00V. CoBTOltation Oot. 1770, _ 
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duty at Telllcherry and Anjengo, a corps of artillery consisting of 
517 men including all officers and 209 lascars, three battalions of . 
sepoys consisting of 26S2 men, and the 727 Nairs and Tivis at 
Tellicheny will be sufficient for the service of this whole Presi- 
dency. This establishment will consist of 5648 men whose monthly 
pay will amount to Rs. 57,487"3“17. The present establishment 
consists of 7755 men whose monthly pay amounts to Rs. 7 7,149-2-98. 

The establishment ordered by the Court of Directors is 3912 men • 
at the net monthly charges of Rs. 47,849-0-20, allowing for no com- | 
missioned or non-commissioned officers or the staff surgeons nor 
cadets whose allowances, Rs. 2398-1-43, added to that sum cause it j 

to amount to Rs. 50,247-0-63 monthly. The establishment I pro^ j 

‘pose provides for all those officers and 1736 men more than that ; 

ordered by the Court of Directors at the additional monthly expense ; 

of Rs. 7240-2-54. It will reduce the present establishment by , * 
2107 men and decrease the monthly pay Rs, 19,661-3-81 j many 
contingent charges must decrease also. For your fuller infoi'mation ; 

a statement is annexed particularizing the establishment as ordered | 

by tlie Company, as it now stands, and as I propose it should be. j 

The annual amount of pay to the establishment I propose will be j 

Rs. 6,89,852, from whence deducting Rs. 2,20,000, the amount of t 

the pay and allowances to the garrisons of Surat Tellicherry and 
Anjengo as reduced by General Wedderburn^s plan, the remaining 
charge of Rs. 4,69,844 will fall on the island only, and with house*- 
rent oil and peon-money being Rs. 37,370 a year, will amount to 
Rs. 5,07,214 for the pay and allowances to 3369 officers and privates - 
included under the head of garrison charges. The head of garrison 
charges on the books of 1760-61 for 3142 men on the island, 
including 381 peons and 162 invalids, amounted to no more than i 

Rs. 3,03,049-0-41: on the books of 1770-71 it amounted to f 

Rs. 8,12,830-1-12 for 5006 men including 886 peons and 347 j 

invalids. On close of the books of 1773, provided my plan is adopted, i 

it may be expected not to exceed Rs. 5,60,000 for 4102 allowing 
for 386 peons and 347 invalids, in which case the yearly difference in 
our expenses between 1771 and 1773 will be Rs. 2^52,830. When it 
is considered that the number of Europeans, sepoys, and lascars is , 
much greater than it was in the year 1760 ; that the increase of pay 
to the sepoys of every denomination and the addition of Europeans ; 
and augmentation of Black officers to sepoy corps, which took 
place in the years 1763 and 1769, occasions the expense of the 
proposed strength to exceed by the sum of Rs. 70,482 the charge i 

of the like number till the year 1763 ; and that the increase occa- j 

sioned by officers of higher rank in the staff and additional pay to 
commissioned officers of every rank amounts to upwards of Rs. 88,000 ,, 
a year, and that the allowance for house-rent is double what it was 
in 1760-61, it follows that proportionably the garrison charges for 
the year 1772-73 will not exceed those of 1760-61. 1 have received 
certain intelligence that the French have sent to Europe 3.000 of the ; 
troops they had at Mauritius, and that they were at the Cape, 20th , 
March last, on their reti^rnon five large ships. We therefore need not''||8 


ISLAND. 163- 

hesitate to make our reductions on account of the* reports we have 
heard of their having intended to transport that force to India. At 
the same time to obviate aiiy objection that may be made to disband™ 
ing so- many disciplined troops, I propose that the Chief of Surat be 
directed to endeavour to induce the Nabob to take them into his 
pay under the same control as those in the service of the Nabob of 
Arcot in lieu of the irregulars he now 1ms. If he deeiines accepting 
them they may be discharged. 

The monthly expense of the foi'tifications has been very high. 1 
therefore propose that the labourers employed thereon should be re™ 
duced to 120U or 1500 men, and also if possible to lower the artificers^ 
and labourers^ pay under what they at present receive. The charge of 
the storekeeper and his assistants, the engineer practitioners, engineers, 
surveyors, cadets, overseers, and others amounts according to the 
accompanying account to upwards of Ks. 2300 a month.^ I conceive 


Fortification Establishment, March 1772, 
.4.-— Engineers. 

Isfr. Captain Lawrence Nilson, acting Principal Engineer . 

2 Sepoys from pay office at Rs. 5 each ... 

2 Sepoys ... 

4 Ditto 

4 Palanquin coolies ... ... 

1 Summer shade boy ... ... ' 

2nd. Captain Spaeth, Assistant Engineer 

1 Servant at Rs. 8 

1 Do. at t53 res 

1 Summer shade boy 

3rd, -Lieut, McNeil, Assistant Engineer 
4th. Lieut. John Bellas, Practitioner Engineer 
4 Palanquin coolies at 99 res a day 
1 Summer shade boy at 54 res a day 

5th. Mr. Lampart, Practitioner Engineer 

4 Coolies at 99 res a day 

1 Summer shade boy at 63 res a day 

6th. Mr. Murray, Practitioner Engineer 
4 Coolies 

1 Boy 

7th, Mr, Valentine, Practitioner Engineer 

4 Coolies 

1 Boy 

8th, Mr. Wall, Practitioner Engineer 

4 Coolies 

1 Boy 

Sth. Mr. Nicholson, Practitioner Engineer 

4 Coolies 

1 Boy 

10th, Mr, Williamson, Practitioner Engineer 

4 Coolies 

1 Boy 

ilth. Mr. Reyce, Practitioner Engineer 

4 Coolies 

1 Boy '• 

12feb. Mr. McCulloch, Pmetitioner Engineer ... 

4 Coolies ... .Ml 

1 Boy ... 

13th. Mr. Grahme, Practitioner Engineer 

4 Coolies ‘ ... , 

1 Boy ’■ 
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a large re(lueti 3 n may take place. I am o£ opinion the engineer and 
assistant engineers and six cadet overseers arc snflieient for every 
purpose. The Honourable the Court of Directors, in their ^ commands 
of the 4tli April 1767 para 85, object to Es. 60 a month being allowed 
to Captain Burr as director of the laboratory if it had not been usual, 


Fortification' Establishment^ March 1772 - 

.4. -Engineirs— continued, 
lah— Mr. Williarosoii, Practitioner Ei^gineer ... 

4 Coolies 
1 Boy ... 

15th. Mr, Bloxam, Practitioner Eng:ineer 
4 Coolies 
1 Boy ... 

loth. Mr, Samber, Practitioner Engineer 
1 Boy 


i?.— O verseers. 


l8t. 


Mr. William Bedford 
1 Boy 


2nd. Mr. Alexander Maxwell Richardson 
1 Boy 

3rd.. Mr. Tontheote ... 

I Boy 

4th. Mr, Brown ... 

1 Boy 

Sth, Mr. dames Smith 

1 Boy 

6th. Mr. George Bduther 

1 Boy 

7th, Mr. James Bullock ... ... 

Sth, Mr. Sartorius 

1 Boy ... ... 

Sth, Mr, Thoop 

1 Boy ... 

10th, Mr. George Thomas ... 

1 Boy 

Uth. Mr. Duffien 

1 Boy 

12th. Mr, Richard Noyce 

1 Boy 

13bh. Mr. 

i Boy ... 


C- SURTEVORS, 

ist. Major Diigon 

2 nd, Major Burr 

3rd. Mr. Black 

1 Boy 

4th. Mr. Turner ; 

1 Boy ... 

5th, Mr. Toriaiio 

1 Boy ... 

§th. Mr. Hollamhy ... 

1 Bey 

OiHBR Officers. 

1st. Mr, Malet, Accountant to the Committee 
2iici. Mr* Page, Stprekeej^r 
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saying they will not admit of such imiorations. In those oE 25ih 
March 1768^ para 159, they direct that Captain Bun-'s yearly salary 
of £300 shall be in full of all allowaneeB on account of "that station. 
In their commands of 3 1st March 1 769, para 104, they expect and require 
that no allowances be at any time made to their military unless ^va^- 
ranted by their orders or by the practice of their other Presidencies. And 
they mention that on account of the gTattiities added to the pay of 
their military officers they hoped had of our own accord withdrawn 
every extra allowance whatever. Under the 6th April 1770, para 15, 
they direct the marine establishment to be adjusted on the most frtigal 
terms possible. I shall hereafter lay before you such further remarks 
as may occur to me on the reduction and on the losses and expenses in 
general both hero and at the subordinates.^ 
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^ Pub, Diary 61 of 1772, 620 - 630. The details are : 

Existing and JPmpoml Force, 177^2^ 


Ordered 1770. 


Existing. 


Proposed. 


Pay, No. 


Pay. 1 No. 


iNFANmr, 


] Brigadier-General 

1 Colonel 

2 Lieut. -Colonels 
*2 Majors 

18 Captains 
24 Lieutenants 
32 Ensigns 
76 Serjeants 
76 Corporals 
56 Drums and Fifes 
1280 Privates 


830 1 

300 1 

480 2 

360 21 

2808 18 


1620 85 

1064 85 

784 79 

12,800 1397 


Brigadier-General 

Colonel 

Lieut. -Colonels 

Majors 

Captains 

Lieutenants 

Ensigns 

Serjeants 

Corporals 

Drums and Fifes 

Privates 

Topassos; 

327 at Rs. 8 a 
month ... 261 
150 atRs. 6 a 
month ... 90 

67 at Rs, 6 a 
month ... 33 


2 Aids-de-Camp, Go- 
vernor’s Staff 

General’s Staff : 

1 Aid-de- Rs. 

Gamp ... 140 

1 Brigade 
Major ... 140 

1 Secretary 120 

3 Quarter-Masters 
for Regiment 

1 1 Surgeon-Major ... 

2 2 Battalion Siir# 

goons ... ... 

3 Serjeant-Majors 
and 2 Quarter- 
Mastei'-Serjean ts 
addl. pay ... 

2 Drum and Fife 


Majors 
24 Cadets at Rs* 
I Town Ma|or a 
4 Adjutante 


1 Brigadior-GeiKiral 

1 Colonel ■ ... 

I 2 Lieut, -Colonels ... 

2 Majors 
18 Captains 

20 Lieutenants 

16 Ensigns 

76 Serjeants ... 

7(> Corporals ... 

51 Drums and Fifes ... 
1280 Privates 

2 2 Drum and Fife 

Majoi's 

2 3 Serjoiint-Majors . 
2 2 Q, M. Serjeants ... 

1 1 Surgeon -Major ... 

2 2 Batt. Surgeons ... 
217 Topasscs atTellicher- 

ry and Anjengo ... 

2 Adjutants 

1 Brigadier-Major , 
1 Town Major 

3 Aids-de-Camp ... 

1 Secretary 

2 Quarter-Masters , 
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To consider the above letter from the President a Consultation was 
held on the 30th June 1772. The Bombay Diary of that date has the 
following entry : The President laid before the Board a letter on the- 
subject of the military expenses of this establishment, stating the amount 
of it at different periods^ accompanied also by a plan shewing its pre- 
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Ordered 1770, 

Existing* 

proposed. 

No. 

Post. 

Pay. 

Ho. 

Post. 

, ...Pay., 

No. 

Post. 

Pay, 

^ AETILLmr. 



Ks. 



Es. 



Rs. 

1 

Lieut.-Colonel 

240 

1 

Major 

191t 

1 

Major 

191^ 

1 

Major 

191^ 

1 

Do, Brevet 

167^ 

3 

Captains 

502^ 

2 

Captains 

335 

2 

Captains ... 

335 

4 

Capt. -Lieutenants . . . 

432 

4 

Capt.-Lientenants . 

432 

4 

Capt. -Lieutenants . 

432 

4 

First do. 

359 

4 

First Lieutenants . 

359 

4 

First Lieutenants... 

359 

4 

Second do. 

3321 

4 

Second do. 

3321 

4 

Second do. ... 

sm 

1 

Third do. 

60 

2 

TMrd do. 

120 

2 

/Third do. ... 

120 

12 

Lieut»-Fire--vvorkers. 

720 

12 

Lieut.-Fire-workers 

720 

12 

Lieut.-Fire-workers 

720 

12 

Serjeants ... 

288 

12 

Serjeants ... 

288 

18 

Serjeants ... 

381 

12 

Corporals ... 

240 

12 

Corporals ... 

240 

12 

Corporals 

. 240- 

32 

Bombardiers 

576 

32 

Bombardiers 

576 

32 

Bombardiers 

676 

48 

Gunners 

7G8 

48 

Gunners ... 

768 

51 

Gunners 

816 

12 

B'ifcs and Drums... 

168 

8 

Drummers ... 

112 

13 

Fifes and Drums 

182 

160 

Matrosses ... 

1920 

160 

Matrosses 

1920 

160 

Matrosses ... 

1920 


1 Adjutant 

60 





1 Adjutant 

60 


1 Quarter-Master... 

48 

302 

Total ... 

6634 


1 Quarter Master... 

48 

1 

Serjeant-Major 

361 

— 



1 

Serjcant-Mjijor ... 

12I- 

1 

Q.M. Serjeant 

361 





1 Q. M, Serjeant ... 

12| 

1 

iBurgeon 

76 




1 

Purv'oe 

15 

I 

Purvoe 

16 




1 

Surgeon 

7H 

2 

Syrangsat Rs, 13... 

24 




1 

Syfang 

16 

6 

Tindals at Rs* 8 ... 

43 




3 

Bo. at E»* 12 ... 

80 

200 

{Absolutely neces- 





18 

Tindals at Rs. 8 ... 

104 


sary) Lascars at 





801 

Lascars 

1640- 


Es. 6 

1000 




"eS 

Total ... 

8696 

517 

Total. ... 

7902 
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2 

Captains 

312 

4 

10 

Lieutenants 

840 

19 

10 

Ensigns 1 

600 

21 

20 

Serjeants 1 

667 

40 

2 

Commandants ...j 

2041 

4 

20 

Subhed4ra j 

1088 

41 

40 

Jumledirs .! 

660 

88 

120 

HavMddrs I 

976 

249 

120 

Hmks 

8021 

240 

20 

Colourmen ' 

120 

28 

20 

Tom-toms ...1 

120 


1658 

Sepoys ...! 

9948 


2042 

Total . ' 

16,327J 



9 

116 

41 

13181 

4 

2 

68 


4SIS 


Captains ... 
Lieutenants 
Ensigns 
Sei’jeants .« 
Commandants 
Subhed&rs ... 
Jumledars 
Hav§.ldars ... 

Naiks ... 

Sabnises: 

1 at Rb. 15 
4 at Rs. 10 
23 at 6-2-75 

Trumpeters at Rs. 6 
Tom-toms at Rs. 6, 
Watermen at Rs. 
Sepoys at Rs. 6 ... 
Aajutants at Rs. GO 
Tivis ; 

Head Mopas 
Bp. 10 ... 

Under ditto 
Es. 6 ... 

Tivis Private 
Es.4 
Hairs 

Writer ... 

Hopa 

Hairs Private 
Total 


at 


624 

1596 

1260 

1334 

409ij 

S23IJ 

1418 

2023 

1605 


209 


54 

C96 

246 

19,086 

240 


20 

848 

2540 

4 

10 

135 


6,079 3869 


24 

3 

24 

48 

120 

120 

6 

72 

2160 

S 

13 


24 


32 


Captains at Rs. 166, 
Lieuts, at Rs, 84 , 
Ensigns at Rs. 60, 
Serjts, Els. 33.3-36 . 
Coindts.Rs.102-1.60. 
Subhedars at Rs. 
6M-60 ... 

Jumledto at Rs; 

16-1-0 

Hav^ldars at Rs 

8-0-50 

Ndiks at Rs.6-2-75. 
Trumpeters at Rs, 6| 
Tom-toms at Rs, 6 . 
Sepoys at Rs, 6 
Adjutants at Rs. 60j 
Sabnises, 1 at Rs. loj 
and 12 at Rs 
6-2-76. 

Watermen at Es.6.., 
Tivis : 

3 Head Mopas at! 

Rs.10. ' 

68 Mopas at Rs. 6. 
636 Private Tivis , 
Hairs : 

1 Mopa and 1 Writer 
at Rs. 14-0-60. 

30 Private Hairs at 
Rs. 4|. 

Total 


468 

504 

360 

812 

307 

1305 ^ 

780 

975 


12,960 

180 

91 


144 


149 


23,214 



AND ISLAND, 


Materials.] 



sent expense and the expense he proposes^ likewise pointing out sundry 
reductions necessary to be made in the expense of carrying on the new 
fortifications. We are of opinion the proposals herein contained are of 
too much importance to be immediately decided on^ though we are in 
general desirous to concur with the President in every suitable reduction. 
The consideration of the whole is therefore deferred till our next 
meeting.^ 

On the 3rd March 1773, agreeable to order in the previous Consulta- 
tion^ Colonel Roheid Gordon laid before the Board a letter regarding the 
military establishment. On this the Board observe : The Colonel lays 
before us a letter^ agreeable to order in our last Consultation^ containing 
his sentiments on the military establishment and respecting the reduc- 
tion proposed by the President under the 30th of June, as also on the 
letter from Messrs. Shaw and Garden dated the Sth of July. The 
Board then proceeded to take into consideration the military establish- 
ment at this Presidency and the subordinates^ the minutes of Consulta- 
tion, and several papers relative thereto under the 30th of June and 
Sth of July. Upon discussing the matter it was determined not 
to reduce any part of the force at present on foot^ as since the 
President's statement was drawn out, upwards of 1300 men have been 
detached to garrison Broach, till the Committee of Defence has given us 
its sentiments on the establishment of forces necessary in their opinion 
both in peace aud war. The only exception 23 in regard to the topasses 
who are generally allcvved to be but an useless body of people, and 
were mostly raised about the month of March 1769 by reason that the 
battalions of European infantry were then very incomplete. As the con- 
trary is now the case, and as from the present situation of the Honourable 
Company's affairs we have no prospect that it will be necessary 
to send any of our forces into the field, we are of opinion that it 
is a very j)i’oper juncture to ease our tlonourable Employers of the 
expense they incur by the topasses. It is accordingly resolved and 
ordered that all the topasses at present in pay on the island without 
distinction being in number about 320 be discharged from the Honour- 
able Comx 2 an 3 ?''’s service. But as they are a sort of people who are 
more j)rox)er to mount guard at the Mdndvi or Custom House than 
Europeans, and as it is probable that some of them may plead their 
age and long services in order to gain a pension, it is agreed that out 
of these a number not to exceed 40 be retained as reliefs for the 
Custom House Guard at the monthly pay of Rs. 6 .^ 

Referring to the above order of the 3rd March the Committee of 
Defence submitted a report on which the Board passed the following 
orders on the 12th March 1773 : The Committee of Defence acquaint- 
ed the Board that agreeable to their resolution under the 26th ultimo 
and 3rd instant it had met and maturely considered of the force requi- 
site for this garrison and for its extensive works, as well in time of 
peace as of war. It now delivers to the Board an establishment of forces 


^ Bom. Gov. Cbnsitltatioii SOth June X7729''Fob.’EHary 61 of 617. • 
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requisite for the proper defence of this place in war. In respect to the 
peace establishment the President informs the Board that he adheres 
to the opinion he gave in his letter to the Board under the 30th of June 
last^ in which opinion Mr. Watson joins. But Colonel Gordon differ- 
ing in opinion from those gentlemen now lays before the Board an 
establishment of forces in his opinion requisite for the garrison in time 
of peace. Both these estimates are ordered to follow this Consultation 
for the notice of our Honourable Employers, together with a list of 
the sentries judged necessary by the Colonel for the worlvs. Upon 
this the consideration of the subject is resumed, and, after mature deli- 
beration, the following resolution is taken thereon : The Board observe 
that if the battalions of infantry exceed in number the establishment 
fixed by the Honourable Company in their commands of the 6th of 
April 1770 it is owing to the large number of recruits sent out from 
England and consequently no reduction can be made in the number of 
officers posted to each battalion. The Board concurs with the President 
in his opinion of the sepoy establishment as stated in his letter and 
plan entered under the 30th of June last. It is therefore resolved and 
ordered that in future the establishment for the necessary services of the 
Presidency and for the garrison of Surat shall consist of two battalions 
with the addition at present of one battalion for the garrison of Broach. 
That each battalion of sepoys shall consist of eight companies, each 
company of 90 private sepoys, making 720 private sepoys to each 
battalion with the following officers to a battalion, namely one captain, 
two lieutenants, two' ensigns, eight European serjeants, one command- 
ant, eight subheddrs, sixten jumbled^rs, forty havaldars, forty 
ndiks, two trumpeters, twenty-four tom-toms, one adjutant, five 
sabnises with one head sabnis to the whole, and eight watermen. The 
officers that by this establishment become supernumerary are not to 
be discharged, but to be kept up as supernumerary to each battalion and 
incorporated as vacancies happen. Owing to our having put a stop to 
the enlisting of any more sepoys under the 8th of July last, the number 
of private sepoys is nearly reduced, by death and desertion to the estab- 
lishment now resolved on. When they are brought to this establish- 
ment they must be kept up with young able-bodied recruits of a proper 
size who must be approved % the Muster Master previous to their being 
admitted into the service or their names being entered upon the muster 
rolls. As we are fully convinced that the monthly pay of Es. 0 
to a sepoy will be always a full sufficient inducement for any 
number to enter the service that may be wanted, without it being 
necessary to pay any bounty on this account as was some time ago 
allowed, it is resolved that no enlisting money be ever paid in 
future. The establishment of sepoys above resolved on is one hundred 
and nine sepoys to a battaMon less than the establishment of the 
Honoumble Company in their commands of the 6th of April 1770. 
The European and Black officers are also considerably fewer in number 
in proportion to the privates, nevertheless we are of opinion the duty of 
the battalions may very well be done as they are now modelled, and the 
expense of each will in time be considerably less by the dropping off of 
officers, by which the supernumerary ones will be incorporated in their 
stead, and no promotions made till those are all provided for. The 
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Boat’d wish it was in their power to adhere to the last iBilifery estab- 
lisWent ordered from home of the 6th of April 1770. They are of 
opinion it is too small for this place and the subordinates^ and they 
flatter themselves the reasons that have induced them to deviate from it 
and which have been laid before the Honourable the Court of Directoi’ls 
will prove sufiicient for their Justification. The President observes to 
the Board that he has acquiesced in four battalions of sepoys being 
kept on footj though three only w'ore proposed by his letter of the 80th 
June^ because one battalion is Judged by the Broach Committee neces- 
sary for the garrisoii there^ the possession of which place we had not 
acquired or even resolved to attempt at that time. Slessrs. Shaw and 
Garden desire it may be minuted that they are still of the opinion men- 
tioned in their letter laid before the Boai-d on the 8th of July last^ 
namely tliat the orders of the Honourable Company regarding their 
military establishment of the 6th of April 1770^ which they have often 
since repeated^ should be strictly adhered to and carried into execution^ 
but as the Board do not think proper to acquiesce therein^ they readily 
agree to the reduction that it is now in part made. Colonel Gordon 
declares that he adheres to the opinion he has given by the returns 
this day laid before the Board, ana that no reduction ought therefore 
to take place. He observes that his predecessors Colonel Pemhle and 
Brigadier-General Wedderburn were of the same opinion as appears Iby 
their respective letters.^ 

Eegarding the state of the armoury and military stores, laboratory^ 
and arsenal, Colonel Robert Gordon and other niembers of the Commit- 
tee of Surveys report on the 7th November 1774i : In discharge of the 
trust reposed in us by our Honourable Masters we beg leave to present 
your Honour a j)articular account of the present state of the garrison 
and are happy to inform you that on a survey made the 1st ultimo we 
found the armoury and military stores in good order, the laboratoiy 
and arsenal well provided and in excellent condition, and the granaries 
dry, well secured, and containing about 1066 mudds of batty and 
6960 bags of rice which, considering the lateness of the season, is an 
ample stock. 

In the same report the Committee add : The new works and fortifica- 
tions agreeable to the plans, are in as great forwardness and as much 
work done as can possibly be expected fronl the few labourers which 
have lately been employed on them. For your Hoiiour^s more parti- 
cular information oii this head, we enclose you the surveyor's report 
specifying the different works Carrying on with their progress from. 
December 1773 to the last day of October 1774 with the number of 
Superficial feet levelled on the Esplanade during tliat interval. The 
out-forts and forts are in as good condition as can be expected. We 
propose visiting them before the departure of the Thames^^ aild are sorry 
the short period fixed for the sailing of the Europa pilts it out of our 
power to make a report by her for the information of our Honourable 
■ 

^ Bom. Gov, Consultation 12tli Mar. 1773, BuB, Diary 63 of 1773, 156-160. For tli© 
statements accompanying Col. Gordon’s proposals seo'tlie samelD^ary pages 165-167i 
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Masters. On the 25tlx November Mlowing Govemment^^ t© 

record this letter in the diary.-*- 

Tvro weeks later, on the 20th' November 1774^, the same Committee 
o£ Surveys made a second report : Yesterday we visited th^^ 

We were informed that some of the magazines and store-rooms \vere 
not water-tight. We also found some gun carriages that want 
repairs. At present these out-forts are garrisoned by a serjeant and 
gunner, and a few invalids in each under the orders of a Captain 
of invalids, which are judged to be sufficient in these peaceable times. 
On tlxe 25th November 1774 the Board ordered this report to be 
recorded.^ 

Before the close of the year 1774 Government received instructions 
from the Court of Directors relating to the authority of Governors 
and Military Commanders. On the 13th April 1774 the Court 
write: We transmit you by this conveyance copy of such parts of 
our instructions to our Governor General and Council at Fort 
William as relate to the separate authority of our Governors and 
Military Commanders respectively. We have only to direct that you 
consider every instruction and regulation therein contained in the same 
point of view as though formed for your Presidency and that you 
proceed accordingly to carry them into immediate execution so far as 
local circumstances will permit. By the above instructions to the 
Governor General and Council of Port William, you will observe that 
Commissions are to be given to the Governors of our several 
Settlements similar to that of Mr. Hastings. In consequence of 
that regulation we now transmit a Commission to Mr. Hornby 
Governor of the Presidency of Bombay, appointing him Oomnoander- 
in-Chie£ of the Fort and (Wrison of Bombay.^ 

On the 12th December 1774 the following instructions relative to 
the military authority of the Governor were published : It having 
been deternained that the instructions relative to the military authority 
of the Governors of the Company's respective Presidencies together 
with the Governor''s Commission should be published this day (12th 
December 1774), the necessary orders were in consequence given 
to the Commanding OiSicer and the Gentlemen of Council were 
desired to meet the Governor for that purpose. The Honourable 
Company's Covenant .Servants, the Mayor's Court, and other 
European and Native inhabitants were also summoned to attend. 
Accordingly this morning the regiment of Infantry, the battalion of 
Artillery, and the two battalions of sepoys were drawn up on the Green 
before the Castle when the Honourable the President with the 
Gentlemen of Council and the Brigadier General at eight o'clock 
proceeded to the Green where the Honourable Company's Covenant 
Servants and the other European also the Native inhabitants were 


1 Committee of Sarveys Eeport 7th Nov. 1774, Pub. Diary 66 of 1774, 781, 837. 
For the Surveyor s report see the same Diary pages 838 - 839. 

2 Committee of Burveys to Government 20th Nov, 1774/Pub. Diary 66 of 1774, 
786-787, 839-840. 
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assembled. The President walked along the line and was saluted by 
every Officer as he passed. After this^ being returned to the centre, 
the following papers were read by the Secretary in the usual manner : 

The 34th and 35th paragraphs of the Honourable Court-^s commands to 
this Presidency, dated the 13th of April last, received -pev Stafford: 

Extract from the Honourable Courtis commands to the Governor 
General and Council at Fort William, dated the 29th of March last, 
relative to the military authority of the Governors of the respective 
Presidencies received at the same time with the foregoing: The 
Honourable the Court of Directors^ Commission constituting the 
President Governor and Commander-in-Chief of this Castle Garrison 
and Town : And, lastly, the Commission granted by the Honourable 
the Court of Directors to the Brigadier General, being in consequence 
of the foregoing, wherein he is styled Commander of the Forces instead 
of Commander-in-Chief as before. After reading the above a salute of 
19 guns was fired from the Castle and the like number from the Field 
Pieces to the right of the Line which also fired three volleys and gave 
three huzzas when the salute was taken up by such vessels as were in 
the road.^ 

In the beginning of 1775 the requirements of the lately conquered Military Force, 
Sdlsette called fpr an increase to the military force at Bombay* 

In December 1774 an additional battalion was ordered and one more 

was deemed necessary. Besides application had to be made for a 

loan of military force to the other two Presidencies of Bengal and 

Madras. A Consultation of the 3rd January 1775 records: By the 

force that is indispensably obliged to be maintained on Salsette, 

our own garrison is so considerably reduced that we think it 

becomes us to apply to one of the other Presidencies for military aid 

till we be properly recruited. As, when occasion required it, we have 

assisted the other Presidencies with both men and stores, we can 

make no doubt but that our Honourable Employers will approve 

our making such an application. Resolved therefore tliat we write the 

President and Council at Fort St. George for two companies of 

European infantry and one complete battalion of seiooys. We shall 

return these when we are properly recruited. We shall probably receive 

them sooner, if they are sent by land to Anjengo. That route must 

therefore be recommended to them, unless direct conveyances should ^ 

offer for this place.^ A week after, on the 10th January, the Board 

continue : Sensible as we were that a considerable part of the military 

force destined for the defence of the Presidency would for the 

present be required for maintaining the proper posts on Salsette, 

we therefore resolved under the l^th ultimo to raise an additional 

battalion of sepoys to be termed the fifth battalion. The General in 

the letter before us urgently recommends the raising two battalions. 

In the necessity of this measure we cannot help concurring as, from 
the GeneraFs accounts, at least for the present, a much larger force 
than was at first supposed appears to be absolutely requisite for the 


1 Pub, DiaryU2tli Dec, 1774 ¥ol 60 of 1774, 867 - 869. 
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defence of Salsefcte. Resolved tlierefore xinanimonsly that two new 
battalions of sepoys (including the one it was agreed to raise on the 
12th ultimo) shall be raised and completed as expeditiously as possible. 
These battalions as to officers^ non-commissioned officers^ and private 
meu; are to be on the same footing as the other sepoy battalions, and 
are to be termed the fifth and sixth battalions.-^ 

In the same year, 1775, more topasses were also entertained. Tim 
diary of the 14jth January has the following entry: About eighty 
topasses lately offered to enter into the military, who have been enlisted 
and drafted into the European companies. As men arc at this time 
much wanted, the Brigadier General requests to have their pay fixed. 
Agreed that they be allowed Rs, 6 a month for their subsistence, and 
Re. 1 a month for their clothing in like manner as those that are kept 
for the Mandvi guard, that is Re. 1 a month less than the topasses 
were formerly allowed.^ 

Later in the same year (1775) orders were received from the Court 
disapproving any proposal for an increase in military strength and 
recommending reduction. The entries of the Select Committee's 
Consultations in the Secret and Political Diary attracted the attention 
of the Court to the expected increase of military force. To prevent this 
increase on the 12th April 1775^ the Court write : On your Select 
Consultations we find the garrison proposed by one of the members of 
the Committee of Defence for Bombay in time of war consists of 14,776 
men besides inhabitants, surgeons, attendants in the hospitals, and others, 
which he says will render the whole number equal to 20,000. On this 
we remark that onr whole force at Madras when besieged by the 
Preneh was 1758 Europeans including horse, infantry, and artillery, and 
2220 sepoys and also about 200 horse belonging to the Nabob who 
were of no use to us. And if the fortifications of Bombay have been 
extended so far as to require the number set dawn in the estimate 
to man the works, we have reason to lament that any new works have 
been undertaken, being fully of opinion that if the old walls had been 
.left as they stood many years ago, the interest of the money which has 
been ‘sunk in fortifications since that time would have maintained 
troops sufficient to have rendered the place impregnable to the 
combined forces of Indostan and to have secured it from any attack 
which the French were capable of making in that quarter. As the 
Island of Bombay is small and the places where landing is practicable 
are few and not distant from the town ; as the disembarkation of troops, 
stores, and artillery is tedious and the advantage of fresh troops over- 
troops just landed from a long voyage, without cannon must be very 
considerable, and as a retreat under the guns of the fort is at all events 
practicable, we persuade ourselves that with a good field train the troops, 
we have at Bombay will at all time be able to prevent a regular siege 
unless a more formidable enemy should land upon that island than we 
have reason to believe will ever be sent against it. So long as a British 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation lOth Jan. 1776, Pub. Diary 67 of 1775, 17. 
s Bora, Gov. Consultation 14th Jan. 1775, Pub. Diary 67 of 1775, 40 - 41. Comp, of 
btanding Old. Vol. 2 of 1752 ^ l788,»2Bsi ? a' 
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jBeet remains in tlie Bast Indies, we deem it impossible for an enemy 
witliout a superior marine force to prevent timely succours from 
being thrown into Bombay if such measure should become necessary. 
And so long as we maintain onr superiority at Bengal and Madras 
we shall be able to provide those succours on the shortest warning. 
It is therefore our order that our infantry at Bombay non-commissioned 
ofiicers included^ and inelndihg also every command and detachment 
fertile subordinates be forthwith reduced to 1200 Europeans. That 
the artillery corps do consist of 812 Europeans and no more, 
non-commission officers bombardiers and gunners inclnded. That the 
corps of black troops be reduced to 3000 sepoys. That all black forces 
(except the above 3000 sepoys) such as topasses, Nairs^ Tivis^ or any 
other denomination^ be disbanded. That no greater number of 
European commission officers be appointed to the said black troops 
than the establishment shall of necessity require. That all officers 
who shall become supernumerary by this reform do continue to receive 
their pay and that they succeed to commands as vacancies shall 
happen according to seniority in their respective corps. That all 
European non-commission officers and private men over and above the 
said establishment be sent to Eoi*t St. George or Fort William 
according to such requisitions as shall be made from those settlements 
respectively or from either of them by onr orderr.^ 

On the need of repairs to the magazines and store-rooms the 
Commandant of Artillery, Mr. Newton Burr, writes to Brigadier-General 
Robert Gordon on the 17th January 1776: I beg leave to represent 
to you that the cruizers as also the shot yard magazines in the Castle, 
which have been made from old store-rooms^ are not only very 
improper but dangerous for this purpose. Two great objections to 
them are : First, the inner doors have large iron hinges with staples 
and hoops of the same metal. Secondly, the floors being on a level with 
the terreplein of the Castle, occasions their being damp great part of the 
year. This might be entirely remedied by having a proper flooring of 
plank in lien of the old broken pavement. The flooring* of the royal 
magazine is greatly damaged by white ants, to repair which no time 
ought to be lost. As some new magazines at Fort George and 
Cumberland Ravelin are now almost, if not quite, fit for receiving 
powder, I judged it my duty to give you this information.^ 

On receipt of this through the Brigadier General the Board on the 
18th January 1776 obseiwe: The Bri^dier General lays before us a 
letter addressed to him by the Director of the Laboratory setting forth 
the necessity of some repairs being made to the magazines in the Castle, 
and proposing that the powder should in the meantime be removed into 
the new magazines in Fort George. An estimate is ordered to be made 
of what these repairs will amount to, and the powder is to be immediately 
-vremoved.® 


* Court to Bombay 12tb April 1775 paias 26 -2S, Fab. Dep. Court's Letters Vol 0 
^011772-1777, 2m- m , . ; 

® Artillery Commastfiant to Brigadier General 17tli Jan. 1776, Pub. Diary 69 of 
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Agreeably to this order Mr. Lawrence Nikon Acting Principal 
Engineer, on the 30th January 1776, reports : Having in obedience to 
yonr Honours" commands surveyed the magazines mentioned by 
Major Burr in his letter to General Gordon, I found the ceilings of 
both very much decayed insomuch that if they are not removed there is 
danger of them falling down in a yeark time; the doors of said 
magazines are also insecure and require new ones to be made, being 
exposed to the open square of the Castle, so that the bursting of a 
bombshell before either of those doors might force them open. If 
therefore an arched passage be made as marked in the plan with the 
doors as there laid down, it would perfectly secure the magazines. 
And as it will be necessary shortly to remove the pavement and ceilings 
that are over these magazines, they might be made bombproof at the 
same time. The accompanying plan shews their dimensions and the 
quantity of masonry required for their alteration, the amount of which 
the enclosed estimate does also determine. I have also surveyed the 
royal magazine and found the flooring so much damaged by the white 
ants that it will be necessary to remove the powder and have a new 
flooring laid before any powder can again be put into it. The estimate 
for executing this work does also accompany tins. As we are in great 
want of timber and neither of these works can be begun before the quantity 
required for either is brought up, I request the favour that your 
Honours will be pleased to direct that it be purchased and likewise five 
Gorge of large timber and three corge of small wanted for the immediate 
service of the Castle and Fort George, The present great scarcity of 
chnnam renders it my duty to represent to your Honours the necessity 
there is for five hundred kJiandis being regularly delivered to the works 
every month, and that three thousand khandis he laid up for the use of 
the new fortifications during the rainy season.^ 

On perusing the same day the above letter the Board observe: 
Read a letter from the Acting Principal Engineer enclosing an estimate 
of repairing the magazines in the Castle amounting to Rs. 80d5. As 
this work is absolutely necessary it must be completed accordingly. 
The new fortification paymaster must be directed to lay in the 
necessary quantities of timber and chnnam upon the most reasonable 
terms.^ 

As regards the allowance to be paid to disabled soldiers for which 
there existed no rules, Government on the 6th February 1776 direct ; 
The Muster Master rej^rts to the Board that a number of disabled 
soldiers have lately arrived from the army, and that no regulation 
exists respecting the subsistence to be allowed to such persons 
from the time of their being disabled until an opportunity offers for 
tiieir proceeding to Europe. As he requests our directions for his 
guidance the following allowances are ordered to be made in future to 
soldiers under the above description : To serJeants of infantry and 
artillery Rs. 9 a month, or if they have lost a limb Rs. 12 a month ; 

^ Government 30th Jaii. 1776, Pub. Diary 69 of 

= Bom. Gov. Consultation 30th Jan. 1776, Pub. Diary 69 of 1776, 34. 
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to corporals of infantry and artillery, bombardiers, and gunners 
Es. 7 a month ; to private Europeans and matrosses Rs. 6 a month.^ 

In order that no military officer at any out-post at any subordinate 
settlement may annoy an inhabitant there, on the 13th May 1776 
Government direct : Resolved and ordered that it be established as a 
standing order that no officers or soldiers at any out-posts at any of the 
subordinates do presume upon any account to punish the inhabitants 
adjacent to their posts. But that they do refer all complaints respecting 
them to the Chief or Senior Civil Servant of the settlement whose 
orders they may be under.^ 

On the 18th June 1776 Government determine the allowance to 
be paid to Bhandaris when employed as militia : The Bhanddris who 
were lately employed as militia have repeatedly requested to be 
allowed provisions during the time they served. We think this 
request reasonable and therefore order that they be paid for the time 
past at the rate of Rs. 2 a month, and that upon future occasions the 
following monthly allowances be observed : Eiee one man and 11 
sherSy ddl 20 shers^ ghi four skers^ wood 90 billets, besides tobacco 
money 
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On the 1st November 1776 Government resolve that it be made a 
standing order to be observed in all garrisons and detachments under 
this Presidency that no sepoy officers or privates be tried but by a 
court martial composed of Black officers.’^ 

With a view to regulate the Subhedars*’ and Jamd-dars^ pay, on tbe 
22nd January 1777, Government direct: There is a great and most 
unreasonable disproportion between the pay of the subhedars and 
jamadte of sepoys; the subhedars receive Es, 54-1-60 and the 
jamddars only Es. 1 6^ a month. It is therefore unanimously agreed 
to regulate the pay of these officers in a more equitable manner by 
subtracting Rs. 10 a month from the pay of the subhedars, and adding 
half of that sum to the pay of the jam^d^s. By this method no 
additional expense will accrue to the Honourable Company. To 
prevent all discontent this regulation is not to affect the subhedars now 
in commission but only those created since the 1st instant (January 
1777). N or is it to take place with the jam^d^r s until, by the promotion 
of subhedars upon the reduced pay, a sufficient saving has accrued to 
afford the addition of the jamdddrs^ pay without any increase of expense.^ 

As regards a corps of engineers, in their letter of the 16 th 
April 1777, the ,Coui*t write; We observe yon have appointed 
a sufficient number of officers for forming a corps of engineers who 


Court Martial, 
1776. 


Subheddrs and 
Jamdddrs, 
1777. 


Engineers’ 

Corps, 

1777. 
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are now doing duty as such. 0£ this we do not disapprove. Tlioir 
pay is not to exceed the rate given below which is the same as 
at pur other settlements, namely Lieutenant-Colonel £900 a year ; 
Major £550; Captain £2371; Lieutenant £127|; Ensign £91^; 
Total £190(ii.^ 

On the 6th June 1777 Government resolved that in future a clause 
be inserted in the commissions of the sepoy officers/ subjecting them to 
the orders only of European commission officers, and that a garrison 
order subjecting jamaddrs to the command of serjeants when on guard 
he abrogated.^ 

A Consultation of the 22nd October 1777 records ; Oxir Europeans 
are now encamped upon Old Woman^s Island, being lodged in tents 3 
while the barracks there built at a great expense, and in our opinion 
much better calculated for their accommodation and protection from the 
sun, are not made the least use of. Ordered that a committee consisting 
of the land and military paymasters, the commanding officer, and the 
principal engineer be ordered to survey the barracks and to report theh 
j)resent state and condition.® 

Agreeably to the above order the Committee snbmitted the following 
report on the 25th October 1777 : Iii obedience toyonr orders we have 
met and surveyed the barracks on Old Woman^s island, and arc of 
opinion they are at present out of repair, being in want of some tiles 
window-shutters doors and flooring,* 

^ On peinising the above report, on the 29th October 1777, Government 
direct: The necessary repairs as noticed by the Committee must 
immediately he given to these barracks, and they must be put in proper 
order for the reception of the Europeans now encamped in tents, who 
must be removed into them as soon as possible. In order to make them 
still more cool and airy, skylights must be opened in the roof of the 
veranda to the land side, and a small pent-house shed by way of veranda 
made to the west side. Small buildings must be erected distinct from 
the barracks to serve as a hdnji or conjee, that is gruel or correction 
house, and a temporary hospital. As it will conduce much to the health 
of the Europeans, and to the preservation of discipline to keep them 
constantly in cantonments upon Old Woman^s island, the Engineer 
must be directed to prepare plans and estimates of the expense of 
erecting a range of barracks sufficient to accommodate the officers of two 
battalions, and also a plan and estimate of the expense of building 
separate bungalows for them upon the plan proposed by Colonel Pembk 
m March 1770.^ ^ 

A Consultation of the 7th December 1777 records : The Colonel 
lays before us a petition from the head and other sabnises of the 

1772 4777! ^ ^ 
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battalions setting forth that the monthly pay of the head sabnis is only 
Es. 10 and of the others Es. 6“2--75. This they represent to be by no 
means sufiieient for their subsistence and therefore request it may be 
inereasecL As the Captains of the battalions have certified under the 
petition that the smallness of the pay prevents their getting people 
equal to the duty required of them^ it is agreed to augment the pay 
of the head sabnis to Bs. 12 and of the others to Es. 8 which the 
reduction formerly made in the number of sabnises will enable us to 
afford without any increase of expense to the Company.-^ 

A Consultation of the 7th December records : The establishment 
of artillery lasears necessary for the service of this place and the out- 
garrisons being now considered^ Colonel Egerton lays before us a state- 
ment of the number in his opinion requisite, Eespecting tliis he 
acquaints us he has consulted with the Commandant of Artillery. 
By this statement it appears that a body of 500 lasears will be sufficient 
for the service of Bombay Siilsette Surat and Broach, which the Colonel 
proposes to distribute in the following maimer : Bombay and Salsette 
400, Broach 50, and Surat 50, total 500. This establishment is 
therefore approved and fixed. And it is resolved to divide them into 
five companies and to post one syrang and four tindals to each company 
according to the Madras Begulation. The proposal from the Engineer, 
conveyed by Colonel Egerton in his letter read the 3rd instant, for 
annexing to that corps a body of Lascar Pioneers is then considered and 
as a corps of that kind is indispensably necessary, it is resolved that a 
company of one hundred lasears be for the present appointed for that 
purpose upon the same footing as the artillery lasears and be put 
under the principal engineer. This will be but a small increase of 
expense as there are now by the establishment above settled upwards of 
sixty supernumerary lasears in the artillery . which are to be transferred 
to the Pioneer company.'^ 

A Consultation of the 25th February 17? 8 records : The European 
infantry is to be forthwith incorporated into one battalion agreeable to 
our resolution of the 14th ultimo. This battalion is to consist of two 
grenadier companies and eight battalion companies for the Presidency 
and two additional companies for the garrison of Broach as proposed 
by the Colonel. These companies, agreeable to a statement of our 
European force now laid before us by the Colonel, will consist of 
two grenadier companies of 70 each, 140 ; eight infantry companies of 
50 each, 400 ; two companies for Broach of 65 each, 130 ; total 670. 
Exclusive of the above, there will be a nominal 13th company consisting 
of the Tivis at Tellieherry under the command of Captain Whippey. 
A Captain and three lieutenants are to be posted to each of the 
grenadier companies and a Captain one lieutenant and two ensigns to 
each of the battalion companies. The twelve senior captains are to 
have the command of the companies. And as by this new arrangement 
several will be deprived of • their companies, it is resolved and ordered 
that all the Captains as well those who eommand companies as those 
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who will now become Bnpernnmerary, shall receive an equal shaie ofthe 
emoluments arising from the clothing. No fei'^her promori 
commission or non-commission officers are to be made 3^ the in an ly 
till the number is reduced to the proper complement ot the battalion as 
BOW modelled. The staff and surgeon for one battalion only miis e 
retained and the supernumerary ones of those last appointed stiuec 

off.^ ' ' ' 

The battalion surgeons having applied to he placed on the same pay 
as the military surgeons at Madras, on the 18th March 1778 Cjovein- 
ment observe: As we are unacquainted with their allowa^es at that 
Presidency, it is resolved to write to the President and Councii tor 
information. But as we are sensible the pay of our battalion surgeons 
is unequal to their support, it is also resolved to allow them in the 
meantime ten shillings a day as their pay exclusive of the allowances 
for house-rent and a palanquin.^ 

At a Consultation of the 13th May 1778, Colonel Egerton s proposal 
for appointing two sabnises to the artillery lasears was taken into 
consideration. It was thought that one head sabnis and five assistant 
subnises, the number allowed to each battalion, was too large being 
much greater than the establishment at Madras, where it appears only 
one sabnis and one assistant sabnis are allowed. ^ It is therefore agreed 
to allow only one head and two assistant sabnises to^ each battalion 
which we think will be fully sufficient. And .as the increase in the 
number of lasears makes such appointment necessary, it is further 
agreed to allow an assistant to the artillery purvoe to be on the 
footing of a common sabnis. A sabnis general for the whole sepoy 
establishment appearing to be a necessary office, it is agreed to allow a 
monthly addition of Rs* 4 to his pay.^ 

Sepoy Pay Stoppages and Cost, ISth April 177 
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On perasing letters from the Chief and Factors at Thana and from 
Colonel Cockbum and Captain Cordon Government observe on the 7tli 
January 1778 : As two Captains of infantry belong to the Thana 
garrison^ we think it reasonable that each in turn shonld have the 
command of the detachment at Ghodbandar. As Colonel Coekbnm 
regularly signified to the Chief Ms intention of sending Captain 
Gordon to relieve Captain Panton^ the Chief should have permitted it, 
as it does not appear that he has any good reason for wishing to con- 
tinue Captain Panton at Ghodbandar. To prevent all future cause 
for complaint on this head j it is resolved and ordered tlmt at Siilsette 
and all our sebtlements where there are out-posts^ a proper roster be 
kept and the officers in command be regularly relieved,^ 

To meet the expense to which officers were put in transporting their 
baggage to and from camp^ Government, on the 14tli January 1778, 
order : The Colonel representing to us the necessity of our making 
some allowance to the officers for transporting their baggage oS and 
from camp on Old Woman^s island, it is resolved that Rs* 4 be allowed 
to a Captain and Rs. 2 to a subaltern each time going to and from 
camp.^ 

The same year, 1778, the Diary o£ the 21st October records: It 
being judged highly proper to appoint an officer to take charge of the 
Mdhim militia in quality of adjutant and to discipline them at Mdliim, 
it is resolved that Lieut. Parker be appointed adjutant with the usual 
allowances and that he likewise take the command of Mahim subject 
to the orders of the Chief to whom he must make reports.^ 

In (August) 1779 Government appointed a committee to frame 
regulations respecting the issue of arms and accoutrements of the 
troops. On the 23rd August 1779 the committee submitted the 
following re 2 )ort : To fulfil the orders of this Honourable Board, dated 
the 15th ultimo, as amply as in our power, we have fiamed the 
accompanying regulations which we submit to you, gentlemen, confiding 
that their being enforced by your authority will be productive of 
the good end to be wished. The person so repeatedly alluded to in the 
course of these regulations by the title of commissary or principal 
quartermaster is become no less necessary for the execution of the 
duties imposed by these regulations than the military store- 
keeper in establisliing uniformity and brevity in the accounts of the 
military store office. By ever being on the spot the commissary or 
principal quartermaster will be able to adjust when called on, whereas 
at present each quartermaster of the battalions of sepoys being liable 
as the service may require to sudden removal from the Presidency, the 
military storekeeper is deprived of the necessary adjustment whence 
irregularities must consequently ensue in his office. 

The following regulations respecting the arms and accoutrements of 
the troops are therefore proposed ; Whenever any non-commissioned officer 
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or private man shall wilfully or carelessly lose or spoil any of his arms 
or accoutrements, stoppages at the accompanying rates are to be made 
from his pay by the sentence of a court martial in the manner the arti- 
cles of war direct.^ As it is the duty of every officer to see that the men 
keep their accoutrements in good order, the commanding officer will in 
consequence give orders that Captains of companies and sepoy battalions 
do review their companies and battalions once every week and that 
the Captain of each company or battalion does report the same to his 
respective commanding officer. No indent of military stores for the 
immediate use of the troops either in the field or garrison is to be 
complied with by the military stoi'ekeeper, commissary, or c^uarter- 
master unless the same he certified by the commanding officer of each 
regiment or corps on the spot or countersigned by ihe commanding* 
officer of the troops, and unless the motives for such indents are 
therein to be specified. That the commanding officer of corps take 
particular care that their quartermasters keep a very exact account 
of receipts and expenditure of arms and accoutrements and that they 
settle with the commissary appointed for that purpose at the end of 
every month. When a soldier or sepoy is by sentence of a court 
martial ordered under stoppages, such stoppages must be mentioned in 
each pay roll given to the military paymaster, who will stop the whole 
and pay the money so stopped to the military storekeeper which amount 
must be brought to credit on his books. No exchange of any arms or 
accoutrements shall take place unless for immediate service before they 
have been regularly sm’veyed by the committee for that service. 
Every battalion or bidy of troops must therefore keep their unservice- 
able arms or accoutrements till the end of every month, when after 
having reported their number and quality to the commanding officer of 
the troops, he may order them to he examined by the committee. After 
this he may order them to be exchanged if found unserviceable ; and for 
want of having such arms or accoutrements immediately exchanged 
when the troops may be in want of them each company should be 
directed to have a certain number of spare arms and accoutrements 
full ten of each sort. That field officers and commandants of battalions 
be strictly required to have a watchful eye that their captains and 
officers in charge of companies are very exact not only in keeping their 
arms and accoutrements in constant good order that nothing may he 
wanting for a march on the shortest notice, but also that they keep 
a constant and regular account with their quartermaster. As 
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armourers are allowed to every battalion it is expeeted an exelmnge 
of arms will seldom be wanted. The quartermasters of sepoy 
battalions are therefore to keep such armourers constantly employed 
and see that the repairs of arms are properly executed and that such 
armourers as are unfit for their place be immediately discharged. 
A committee or boai'd of ordnance might be appointed who are to take 
exact and regular accounts accompanied by their vouchers from the 
commissary, the commandant of artillery, and the director of the 
laboratory, together with the officers orserjeants commanding outposts. 
This committee should report to the Honourable Board in eases of failure 
in the compliance of these orders and regulations or of any other orders 
that may hereafter be issued on this head. Such committee shall be 
ordered to sit every muster-day or the day following. This committee to 
consist of the commanding officer of the army, the military storekeeper, 
the principal engineer, and the commandant of artillery, and, in ease the 
army is commanded by an officer who is not of the infantry, then the 
senior officer of that corps should be one of that committee. All 
returns for stores for the army must be made at th(^ end of a month 
by all quartermasters of corps to the commissary for such quantity 
as the quartermasters deem necessary for the ensuing month in 
order that the commissary may therefrom frame his general monthly 
indent to the military storekeeper. That all officers who may at any 
time be prompted to companies or battalions of sepoys or otherwise 
ordered to take charge, if for a short time only during the absence or 
sickness of the commanding officer of such company or battalion, shall 
receive charge of the stores from the last officer who had charge of 
such company or battalion granting a receipt to his predecessor for the 
same. And if the balance so delivered shall not agree with the 
balance which stands on the books of such company or battalion, then 
shall the officer who had last cliarge of such company or battalion be 
compelled to make good to the Honourable Company the amount of 
the deficiency, which being received by the military storekeeper he 
shall give credit for on his boobs. The quartermasters, the eommis^ 
sary, the director of the laboratory, the commanding officer of the 
artillery, and officers and serjeants commanding outposts, shall in the 
like manner take and receive charge and report all deficiencies and the 
persons who had last charge of either office shall make good all 
deficiencies to the Honourable Company in like manner as directed by 
the last article. That a muster of all accoutrements supplied by the 
military storekeeper be delivered to each corps and to the commissary 
after having been first fixed and approved by the committee. That 
the persons appointed to receive them from the military stores are to 
receive none but such as are equal to muster. Lastly, the committee 
beg leave to recommend that all the different regulations herein pro- 
posed take place minutely at the subordinate settlements observing only 
tliat the office of commissary may be held bjr the senior quartermaster 
on the spot.^ 
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On the above report the Bombay Council on the 8tli Sej)tember 
observe : Read a report from the committee appointed to frame rules 
for the better regulation of the supplies of military accoutrements to 
the army and a set of regulations they have framed for that purpose 
and submit for our approbation. These regulations having been 
attentively considered appear well calculated to answer the end 
proposed^ and are therefore approved and ordered to be strictly observed 
at Bombay, Snrat, Broach, and Th^na. In consequence of the coin- 
mittee^s recommendation to establish a commissary of stores, it is 
agreed to appoint Lieutenant Daniel Carpenter to that oflice with a 
daily allowance of Es. 4 and to abolish the office of garrison quarter- 
master. A board of ordnance is also appointed, consisting of the 
officers mentioned in the regulations, and they are duly to observe the 
rules laid down for their guidance.^ 

On the 4th September of the same year, 1779, the commandant 
of artillery represented to Government the want of non-commis- 
sioned officers. He said: The peculiar distress the battalion of 
aitillery is put to for want of non-commissioned officers and gunners, 
makes me think it a duty incumbent on me for the good of the service 
humbly to represent the case to your Honoms. The establishment of 
non-commissioned officers gunners and raatrosses, in a company of 
artillery on this Presidency is 3 serjeants, 3 corporals, 8 bombardiers, 
12 gunners, 2 drums, and 72 mat rosses. But from the many detach- 
ments at Surat, Broach, Thdna, Tellicherry, and other extra duties such 
as serjeant-major, laboratory serjeant, magazine serjeant, quartermaster 
Serjeant, serjeant at the light-house and Malabar Point, the deficiency is 
so great, that for these as well as many other obvious reasons, particularly 
when posted to the different works on the fortifications, gunners 
and matrosses are obliged to be entrusted with posts highly improper 
for them for want of non-commissioned officers. Under the Madras Eegn- 
lations a company of artillery consists of 6 serjeants, 6 corporals, 
10 bombardiers, 24 gunners, 2 di'ums, 2 fifes, and 58 matrosses. As 
this is a sufficient number of non-commissioned officers and gunners 
I take the liberty most humbly to propose to your Honours to augment 
and allow the same number of non-commissioned officers and gunners 
in a company of artillery here as at Madras. This will make the* 
duty in future easy and regular and will be of more service to the 
Honourable Company. I flatter myself your Honours will take this 
proposal into your serious consideration.^ 

On the above report, on the 29th September 1779, Government direct : 
Eeperused the letter from the commandant of artillery read last 
Council day and referred to the records for the occasion of the artillery 
corps being augmented beyond the establishment ordered by the 
Honourable Company. From this we find that in December 1773 the 
Select Committee on a prospect of important service judged it expe- 
dient to add 100 private men to that corps but without increasing the^ 
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Bumber of non-commissioned officers. Lieutenant-Colonel Nilson the 
commanding oflicer^ being sent for and consulted on this subject, is of 
opinion that, from the variety of duties incident to the corps of 
artillery and the increased extent of our works, it is absolutely neces- 
sary to put that corps upon the same footing in respect to non-commis- 
sioned officers as at Madras. This measure is also strongly recom- 
mended by the commandant of artillery, and it appears con- 
sistent with reason that an increase of non-commissioned officers should 
be made in proportion to the number of private men added to each 
company since the establishment ordered by the Honourable Com- 
pany. For these reasons it is unanimously resolved to put the four 
companies of artillery upon the same footing as at Madras, whereby 
each company, exclusive of commission officers, will consist of 
6 Serjeants, 6 corporals, 10 bombardiers, 20 gunners, 2 drummers, 
2 fifes, 58 matrosses, total 104. It is further resolved that the serjeants at 
Old Woman^'s Island and Malabar Point shall be put on rolls as extra- 
03‘dinary and not considered as part of the strength of the artillery.-^ 

At a Consultation on the 16th February 1780, after reading a letter 
from the Board of Ordnance, the Council resolve that the terms fixed for 
tlie duration of accoutrements still appearing too short, in future no 
limit be fixed, but that they be kept in use so long as they are service- 
able, The regulation respecting arms and accoutrements appearing 
very proper must be observed at this place and subordinates.^ 

On the 13th May 1780, the Court write: We have appointed 
Major Eiehard Mathews, late of the Fort St, George establishment, 
whose services to the Company have been very meritorious, to be 
second in command of onr forces under your Presidency, with the rank 
of Lieutenant-Colonel next under GenersCl Goddard.^ 

A Consultation of the 27th November 1782 records: Desertions 
being very frequent in this garrison and having great reason to 
conclude that many men are carried off by the Europe ships, it is 
resolved that it be made a general and standing order that immediately 
ou. the arrival of any of the Honourable Company's ships the Secretary 
do send off an official letter strictly foihidding them to receive any men 
belonging to this garrison upon any plea or pretext whatever, and 
declaring that any breach of this order will be followed by absolute 
and immediate dismissal from the Honourable Company's service.'^ 

On the 10th April 1784 Government decided what military honours 
were to be paid by the guards to the Governor and all officers in the 
Presidency. They also laid down directions for the officers at the 
saluting battery for the different salutes to be given to all ships going in 
and out of the harbour. The following is a copy of these orders : The 
Honourable the Governor to be received with rested arms, the drummer 
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to beat a march and the officer to salute as often as he passes. The 
fleeond in Conneil £ 01 * the time being to be received with rested arms as 
often as he passes. The Commaiider~iii«Chie£ of the forces, if a Colonel 
tmlj, under the Honourable the President and Council, to be received 
With rested arms, one ruffle to beat, and the officer to salute as often 
a.s he may pass, A Colonel, if not Commander-in-Chief, rested arms. 
A Lieutenant-Colonel, when in command of the garrison, to be received 
with rested arms by all guards as often as he may pass, but as • 
Lieutenant-Colonel commandant of a battalion, to be received with 
shouldered arms. Majors to be received with ordered arms. All 
battalion guards to turn out and receive their commanding officer, 
provided he be a field officer, with rested arms. Should the battalion at 
any time be commanded by a Captain, such guard to receive him with 
shouldered arms. All sentinels to rest to the Honourable the 
Governor, to the Commander-in-Cliie£ under the Presidency, to each 
member of the Board, and to all field officers commanding battalions as 
often as they pass. The Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty^s fleet in 
the East Indies, when at Bombay, to be received with rested arms, the 
drums to beat three ruffles and the officer to salute as often as he passes. 
Captains of His Majesty^s ships of three years^ standing to be received 
with rested arms, Captains of less than three years’^ standing with 
shouldered, and masters and commanders with ordered arms. The 
hour that these honours are paid is from sunrise till eight o^elock in 
the morning and from four o^cloek till sunset. At all other times 
the guards are to lodge their arms in the guard-room. But the Gover- 
nor to be received at all hours. Sentinels without fixed bayonets to 
rest to all Majors once in their two hours, at all other times to stand 
shouldered when they pass. They are also to stand shouldered when 
any officer below the rank of a Major passes. Sentinels with fixed 
bayonets to handle their arms to all officers below the degree of a 
Lieutenant-Colonel. Sentinels of honour are not to rest their firelocks 
except to the officers on whom they are posted and to the Honourable 
Governor or Commander-in-Chief, but the sentries at the Governor's 
gate are to rest to him only. The directions to be observed by the offi- 
cers at the saluting battery are : Whenever the Honourable the Governor 
embarks from or leaves the island he is to receive 19 guns ; the Second 
of the Presidency, if appointed successor, 17 ; if not appointed successor, 
15 ; the Brigadier-General, 15 ; a member of the Board, 13; but all 
Chiefs of subordinate Settlements, 15, and the same on their return to 
their seats at the Presidency ; Colonels, 13 ; Lieutenant-Colonels and 
Majors embarking on or returning from service, 11 and 9. The Com- 
pany^'s Commodore on his fipt going off after the rains and on the conclu- 
sion of the season, ll ; India-men to be returned gun for gun, and their 
Captains on tihedr arrival from England and leaving India, 9 ; * 
Super-cargoes on their landing from England and leaving India, 11 ; but 
should they not land or embark together, the compliment to be paid to 
the Chief Super-cargoes only. . All foreign Europe ships to be returned 
gun for gun. AU foreign cpunfcty ships to be returned two guns less. No 
salutes to be returned to English country ships. The Bear AdmiraFs 
dffip on Ms dropping aUchot, 15, and on his coming ashore, 15; 
Captains of three years^ standing; 13 ; Post Captains under three years, 
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i 1 ; Masters and Commanders, 9. I£ the Captaitks eoine on shore with 
the Admiral, the AdmiraFs salute is sufticieut. If they come at 
different times, they are to be saluted according to their ranks before 
mentioned. Ir a fleet of men-of-war or two or three ships, one salute 
to the Commodore is sufficient for the whole. No salutes are to be 
fired from the saluting battery or any other place for any person entitled 
to such salute l)efore they have waited upon the Honourable the 
Governor when the signal will be made at the Government House and 
none are to be saluted on leaving the island, but by particular 
orders from the Honourable the Governor, his Aid-de-Camp or the 
Town Major. This order to be copied in the orderly book at the 
saluting battery and is in future to be strictly adhered to. 

Guards and sentinels within the garrison : The Honourable the 
Govemor^s Guard consists of a subaltern and thirty men, sentries in 
proportion. The Commander-in-Chief or Commanding Officer is 
allowed an orderly serjeant from each corps and two sentries at his 
door. A Colonel has one sentry at his door. A Lieutenant-Colonel 
the same. A Major the same. If any corps is commanded by an 
officer under the degree of a field officer he is allowed a sentry to 
guard the colours if they be lodged at his quarters, but such sentries 
are from his own barrack guard. At present two sentries are posted 
at tibe door of the Second during the residence of the Honourable the 
Governor in the country,^ 

In their letter of the 11th April 1785 the Court write : We direct 
that in future no larger sums than the following he paid to the officers 
of His Majesty^s regiments for the expense of their passage from India. 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Major £85, Captain £80, all other commissioned 
officers and staff £65. These said respective sums are to be paid to the 
several officers, each according to his rank before his departure from 
your settlement. You must not fail from time to time to advise us of 
such payments.^ 

On the 18th January 1786 Government ordered that all Lieutenants 
who have passed for the country language be paid the usual allowance 
whether attached to the sepoy or European corps.^ 


^ Pab. Diary 83 of 1784, 276-278. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759- 1788, 

305 . 

^ Court to Bombay llth April 1785 para. 30, Pub. Dep. Court's Letters Vol. 11 of 
1783 - 1786, 188 - 189. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759 - 1788, 342. 

* Comp, of Standing Ord. VoL 2 of 1759 - 1788, 310. Pub. Diary 88 of 1786, 23. 
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Section Gunpowder. 

The military records o£ the first hundred and ten years (1670-1780) 
of the Company’s management of Bombay contain several references to 
the making of gunpowder. These can conveniently be gathered in 
one section. 

On the 10th April 1670 the Surat Council observe ; Bombay is in 
a continual want of saltpetre for making powder. Saltpetre cannot 
be supplied from Surat because the king’s minister engrosses that com- 
modity for his use. It is therefore thought convenient to enorder 
the Factors at I^^rw^r, where its price is reasonable, to buy and lade 
upon the first ship that shall come thence 1000 m>ans of saltpetre. 
By this means the Bombay garrison will be recinited without being 
beholden to the king’s oj0S.cers here.^ The Kiirwdr supply seems to 
have proved insufficient. In their letter to Edj^pur, on the 12th Feb- 
ruary 1676, the Surat Council write: We have received letters from 
Bombay wherein thej^ desire to be supplied with 150 or 200 bales 
saltpetre which we desii-e you to procure and send them,® 

In the following year (1877) a Surat man offering to make gun- 
powder at Bomte>y at a specially cheap rate, the President, Mr. 
Aungier, writes to Bombay on the 1st February: One Mungi Dugi 
(Manji Dhanji) who now tabes his passage to the island hath made 
some propositions to us touching the construction of a new mill and 
other engines for making powder better and at far cheaper rates than 
now you make it on the island. We have referred Munji unto you to 
discourse with him, and, if you judge it convenient, to employ liim.^ 
Later references seem to show that Manji’s propositions met with 
approval and that a powder mill was built to the south-west of the 
Castle between the Church and Apollo Cates apparently about the site 
of the present Secretariat. 

A Consultation of the 26th February ^1731 records: Frequent com- 
plaints are made of the hardship of pressing women and boys to beat 
the saltpetre and other powder ingredients in wooden mortars. It is 
also represented that powder made by this hand beating is not so 
good as if the materials were mixed in mills worked by buffaloes. The 
general storekeeper to whom this affair was recommended lays before 
the Bear'd a plan and calculate of the charge in erecting two mills which 
will amount to Rs. 1400 ^ likewise a calculate of the expense of build* 

Coiistiltatioii loth April 1670, Surat Fact. Diary 1 of 

IvvO * luvU# 

^ Surat to Bdj^pur J2th Feh. 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L B. 2 of 1675>76 77. 

^ Surat to Bombay lat Feb, 1677, Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 3 of 1677 - 1700, 11* 
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ing a powder-house in which the said mills are to be fixed. The present 
powder- house is not only grown very crazy but is likewise very danger* 
ous. The expense of the new house is computed at Rs. 1200 and of 
the house and mills at Rs. 2600 ; and by a moderate computation the said 
mills in two years will be paid for^ and the powder rendered much better 
than at present. Agreed therefore that the land paymaster give diree*^ 
tions for setting about the said house and mills with the utmost 
expedition.^ 

For about three years this order seems to have remained in abeyance. 
In 1734 j the clerk of the works laid before the Board a plan of a 
powder mill on which after debate on the 27th April the Board passed 
the following orders : Mr. Archibald Campbell First Lieutenant of the 
Princess Carolina galley, who, by Government order of the 27th April 
173t, was appointed clerk of the works on Rs. 30 a month and master 
of arms on Rs. 40 a month from the 1st March 1734, lays before the 
Board the sketch of a mill for making of powder. Such a mill is greatly 
wanted on this island, partly through a deficiency of working people 
partly because they are unwilling to be employed in such service. The 
proposed mill is to work twenty-four pestles either by buffaloes or wind. 
As it is esteemed safer and more secure to have the mill worked by 
buffaloes, as these country people are not at all acquainted with wind 
mills, it is agreed that as soon as the workmen can be spared from 
more immediate services a house be set about for a powder mill on Old 
Woman^s island to be worked by buffaloes according to the scheme 
which Mr. Campbell has laid before ns,. This house is to be made in 
such a manner tiiat in case the buffaloes do not answer, a spire may 
be erected on the said house for a windmill. It is computed that the 
said mill with its forty pestles will make a suflacient quantity of gun- 
powder both for sale and for the service of this and the other settlements. 
The house was probably begun in the July following, as an item of 
Rs. 90 on its account is included in the laud paymasters monthly 
disbursements for July 1734.^ 

Though the powder house on Old Woman^s island was completed it 
seems never to have been used. On the 20th November 1741 a model 
was obtained for a new powder mill. The question arose whether the 
powder house on Old Womau^s island should be used or a new house 
built near the existing powder house. In 1742 as Old Woman^s island 
was out of the way for the work people, had no fi'esh water, and no 
storehouses, a site close to the existing powder house that is near the 
present Secretariat was chosen.^ 

Five years later (27th January 17-47) the house on Old Woman^s 
island with the ground round it waS sold to Mr. Broughton the renter 
of the island for Rs. 600,^ 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultatioa 26t1i Feb. 1731, Pnb. Diaiy 4 of 1731, 28-29. 

Bom. Got. Consultsttion 27th April 1734, Fub. Diarj 7 of 1734, 93, 160. 

® Bom. Got. Consultations *20fch Nov. 1741, *Fab. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 460 and 25feb 
Jan. 1743, Pub. Diary 16 of 1741-43, 41 -43. Fnb..Dkry 1 $ of 1743. 138. 

“* Pub. Diary 16 of 1743, 301. Pttb. Dop. .'Gbntfc's XetWrS'^-Vol. 3 of lir43-3751, Oa 
Pab, Diary 19 of 1740, 233, 250, 252 and Fitb. Dkry 20 of 1747, Fub> Dep. L. to 
the Court FoL 1 of 1746- 1740, 23. ‘r" ^ ^ - 
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The working of the new mill was satisfeetory , Though they thought 
it ought to be cheaper, the Court (25th Feb. 17 47) admitted the Bombay 
powder was superior to Europe powder and ordered (7 th March 1749) 
that it should be supplied to Bengal and tlie Coromandel Coast. ^ 

As regards the cost in 1750 the Bombay Government explained that 
a handsome profit was made on the brimstone and saltpetre supplied 
to the contractor so that the actual cost of the powder was considei’- 
ably less than the normal cost. So great was the demand that in 
September 1750 orders were issued for building a fresh house.^ 

In March 1753, to enable the Bombay workmen to construct a 
proper powder mill, the Court sent models of the different parts. 
Tiiey also engaged John Cairn, a man well skilled in the method of 
burning charcoal, to serve in tlte powder works on .€60 a year.^ 

In December 1753 Sir James Foulis objected to the site of the exist- 
ing powder house. It was confined on one side by the sea and on the 
other by the town. Enquiry failed to discover a better site and the 
work of building a new house was pressed on in February 1754.* 

The new powdea* house seems not to have lasted long. In March 
1755 the Court sanction fresh buildings in the room of the gunpowder 
works lately blown ujK® 


^ Pttb, Dep. Court’s Letters Vol 3 of 1742-1751, 13^, 195* 

^ Pub. Diary 23 of iToO, 297.. ^ Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 4 of 1752-1756, 91. 

4 Pub. Diary 26 of 1753, 418 -410 aun 27 of 1754, 36. 

* Pub Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 4 of 1752-1750, 218'-219. The following tletaiW 
show (Pub. Diary 28 of l755, 502-503) the requirements and cost of»makintg 
gunpowder : 

An CLCcmnt partMar of (ke^ charges of maSmyg 15S5 barrels of Gunpowder froyn the Ui July mU 
iotUMtlJulgmS, 

Servants’ wages 1st July 1754 to 15th July 1755 ... 

Bijraris’pay ditto to ditto 
Empty barrels 1345 at Rs« 1^ each 
«• Saltpetre 1300 bags inciuding 100 bag’s received in 

June 1754 and Captain Walton’s remains net 
1578 cwt.. 1 qr. 15i lbs. at Rsv 9»«l-12 per cwt, ... 

Brimstone including what received in June and 
Captain Walton’s remains net cwt« 211-3-61 at 
Bs. 7-1-70 i)er cwt. ... 

Hamalage on saltpetre ... ,’,7 

Feenock (Fenugreek) for feeding buffaloes 114 

khandu at Rs, 12 each ... ... 

Billet w ood 70,227 pieces of soii» ** 

Milkbush wood 2459^ cartloads Including the 
charges of splitting 
Btraw 203,900^ bundles 

. fcsepoys* w^es ... ... 

Carpenters’ work, 1276^ days” at 24 pice a day .T 
Sawyers’ work 2608 yo* ... ... 

Shoemakers’ work on the sieves 
Hamalage on powder 

IBiavirkg birffaioes ■*’ 

Saumereis or sunshades (?) 20 


Stores worn «ut and expended j 
Baskets 2825 

Oauze li%\ yards at a rupee the yard 
Timbers of sorts at 4 7 pieces 
Clue and chalk 
Brooms 650 at Rs. li the 100« 


Leathern baskets 120 
Earthen pots for gU 
Biiryihg buffaloes 


at 4 pice each 


Rs. 

q. r. Rs-. q, r 

'•1 

712 

2 0 

1 

7058 

0 43 

ff 

1081 

10 


14,647 

1 70* 

1 

1S83 

1 32f 


25 

0 50 

1368 

0 0 


1095 

1 05 

2473 

2 62 


2109 

2 40 


937 

2 0 


382 

3 80 

lOi 

1 60 

, 

0 

0 70 


40 

0 50 

2 

2 50 

■‘If 

3v 

2 0 



36,722 2 7» 

■HP' _ 

TOl 

1 X5 

112 

1 0. 


220 

1 0 


21 

1 0 

6 

3 60 


1 

0 0 


14 

1 40 

42 

2 0 

^ If' 

0 

0 60 


1 

0 0 

. . .ill 
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In 1760 (4th March) the Bombay Government pass the following 
order ; Having reason to think that oar Hononrable Masters have 
been greatly prejudiced by large quantities of gunpowder having 
lately been made at their mills and sold on private account^ it is 
resolve! that a publicatiou in the different languages be issued by beat 
of drum and affixed at the usual public places^ positively forbidding 
all persons whatever on this islau! in future to make or sell any gun- 
powder directly or indirectly on private account, declaring that any 
person in the service who shall presume to act in contempt of such 
publication shall be immediately dismissed therefrom and any other 
person punished or fined in such manner as we may think fit to order. 
Messrs. Hornby, Spencer, and Hough are appointed a committee for 
enquiring into the present state of the powder and powder works, and 
of the most proper means for making it in future, which they are to 
lay before the Board for their further consideration.^ 

About the same time (25th April 1760) a similar order was being 
issued by the Court that whoever may make or vend gunpowder except 
on the Company^ account shall forfeit the service and be dismissed the 
settlement,^ 

About 1766 the powder house had by additions spread from its 
original site, outside of the walls to the south-west of the town between 
Church and Apollo gates, to within 210 yards of the Stanhope bastion 
where were many scattered buildings of which the two largest measured 
105 and 115 feet long and 35 to 39 feet broad.^ 


An account particular of the charges of making 15S5 barrets of Gunpowder from the 1st July 17bU 
to the 15th July 1755— 

Rs. (j. r. 




Es. 

0- 

r. 

Dangri -iS7 yards 

... 

87 

1 

43 

Oil 17| Rs. 4|th0 Jrtrtw ... 


83 

0 

50 

Ghi '2^6\viam at Rs. 7 the man 

... 

164 

2 

0 

Iron nail-* of sorts 34i lbs, at different prices 


3 

0 

84 

Brass nails of sorts 8^ at different prices 


17 

2 

76 

Copper nails of sorts 38 at different prices 

... 

40 

3 

90 

Twine 16 lbs* at different prices ... 


8 

3 

6 

Thread 3 lbs. at different prices ... 


3 

0 

0 

Keedles36 of sorts ... ... 


0 

2 

40 

5 ntam Z shers ... ... 


12 

1 

80 

Kurop© line one bundle 


2 

0 

16 

Hemp cotton and dammar ... ... 

... 

0 

3 

23 

Portuguese paper 3 reams ... 

... 

16 

3 

3 

lied earth 3 w«!«s 


2 

2 

60 

Parchment Si ... 


48 

2 

82 

Goat skins 

».* 

U 

1 

90 

Sail cloths 5 wore out 

... 

269 

1 

77 

Brass shells 1 lost ... 


8 

0 

75 

Buffaloes 21 dead 

... 

670 

0 

30 

Oxen 2 dead ... ... ... 

' ■ ... ■ 

79 

0 

0 

Copper 24 marm at different prices 

... 

104 

2 

0 

Copper rope 4 coil 4431 lbs, at different prices 


93 

2 

29 

Hair bottoms for sieves 47 at Its. 1-0-43 


52 

0 

21 



Total 


1345 Barrels of gunpowder delivered into 

the 




magazine at Rs. 24-2-49| the barrel 
240 Barrels in composition not finished vaJa 

... 

33,119 

0 

3 

Led at 




about Rs* 20 each 


4800 

0 

0 


1685 *rota,l Barrels, 


2190 1 31 
3?, 919 0 3 


8?, 919 0 3 


0omp4 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 4th March 1760, Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 159-160. 
of Standing Ord. VoL 2 of 1759- 1788, 189. 

^ Court to Bombay 25th April 1760 para 104, Oomp, of Standing Ord. VoL 2 of 
1759-1788, 189, Pub. Dep. Courfc^s Letters VoL 5 of 1767 - 1761, 272. 

^ Principal Engineer to the Board 23rd Dec. 1766, Pub. Diary 47 of 1766, 870 - 672. 
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A return of the 31st May 1760 shows a total stock of 144 barrels of 
European powder of which 44 were damaged^ and of Company's or 
Bombay-made powder 1675 barrels of three varieties fine flat and round 
of w^hieh 452 were damaged.^ 

On the 24th June 1760 the Principal Engineer reports : There 
now remain in one of the tombs upon Old Woman^s island 415 bags of 
composition sent down from Surat last year. It appears to me to contain 
more of charcoal and dirt than of any other ingredient* There is some 
sulj)hur and little saltpetre. Some seems as if designed for gunpowder 
and some I apprehend for country lights. I burnt some of it when it 
first came here and I then deemed it not worth keeping. Yet I haJ 
no particular orders concerning it. I have lately tried to bum some of 
it which scarce showed an appearance of combustible matter. I beg 
your Honour will please to let me know your directions on that head.- 

On perusing the above report the Board remark : Bead a letter 
from the Principal Engineer desiring our orders in regard to the com- 
position received last year from Surat and now lodged in one of the 
tombs on Old Woman^s island. It is directed that the Major, the 
Military Storekeeper himself, and the First Captain of Artillery survey 
and make a report thereof.^ 

Agreeably to the above order Major Eraser, the Principal Engineer, 
and the Commanding Officer of the Artillery report (15tii July 1760) in 
writing that they are of opinion the composition received last year from 
Surat is unserviceable. The Board however ordered the military store- 
keeper to enquire whether something cannot be made of it;^ 

Regarding the quantity of gunpowder which should be always in store 
the Court on the 6th April 1763 write : We should think four thousand 
barrels of gunpowder much too large a quantity to be always in fetore on 
your island in time of peace. But wemiist Ic^ave it to your discretion to 
govern yourselves according to times and eircuinstancos. Not only your 
own wants are to be considered but the calls you may have from Madras 
and Bengal if they should not be able to provide themselves with powder 
equal in strength to what you can make, which however we are in 
hopes they will do, and thereby have no occasion for your assistance in 
that article. We need not remind you that care must be taken to keep 
the magazines dry and surveys frequently made on the barrels, which 
may have laid a long time in store, .as they are apt to decay and rot 
from the least damp and will certainly require to be often turned.® 

In the matter of the saltpetre houses, on the lOth April 1762, 
para 156, Government wite to the Court : As the powder-house 
committee represented the dsmger Wd . inconvenience of the present 
saltpetre-houses and proposed to remove the same and in their stead to 
convert the houses intended for the weavers into proper saltpetre houses, 
we agreed thereto and issued neces^ry orders for that purpose. In 

^ Biary M of ,17^0, MB* 

* Frmcipal Engineer 24th June 1760, Pub. Biary 34 of 1760, 482 
^ 3 Pub. Biary 24th June 1760 Yob 34 of 1760, 470. 

Pnb. Diary 15th July 1760 Vol 34 of 1760, 531. 

(jomfc to Bombay 6th A^nl ]L763j)ara 79, Ppb. De|>, L. VoL 6 of 1702 * 1764, 200 
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reply to this on the 6th April 1763 the Court write : Your coxlYertiiig 
the houses intended for the weavers into saltpetec houses we cannot dis- 
approve, since the powder-house committee has represented so strongly 
the danger and inconvenience of the present saltpetre houses. On the 
2oth March 1764, para 98, Governinent write to the Court: The 
powder-house committee representing on the 1st October the neces- 
sity of building a saltpetre house at a distance from the other works 
the same was ordered to be done and the present house converted into 
a composition house. ^ 

It was intended to remove the powder works to another place but 
this being an item of new expenditoe the Court on the 3rd April 1764 
write : As to the removal of the powder works which you mention as 
a new subject of expense, we know not what alteration the event of the 
present peace may have made in your opinion on this head. However 
in ease it should have been found absolutely necessary for the security 
of your fortifications we cannot but think we have reason to complain 
that the situation was not more maturely considered when the houses 
were first erected. This would have freed us from the large expense which 
must attend the removal, even though the same materials are employed.® 

Towards the close of 1765 the Powder House Committee submit- 
ted a statement of materials for making 2400 barrels of gunj^owder 
ill the next twelve months. The Bombay Diary of the lltii October 
records : Read a letter from the Powder House Committee accompany- 
ing their books as usual, also a statement of materials wanted for the 
ensuing year and proposals for contracting for gram at Rs. 18 the 
hkandi if for one year and at Es. 17 if for three years. The latter 
being deemed a very reasonable medium price it is agreed to as the 
most advantageous and the committee are ordered to contract accord- 
ingly and to lay in the other stores on the cheapest terms possible-^ 


^ BomUay to Court lOtli April 1762 para 156, Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol, 9 
of 1762, 6B, Court to Bombay 6th April 176S para 80, Pub, Dep. Court’s L. Yol. 6 of 
1762 “ 1764, 206. Bombay to Court 25th March 1764 para 98, Pub, Dep. Letters to the 
Court Vol. 11 of 1754, 67. 

2 Court to Bombay 3rd April 1764 para 51, Pub. Dep. Courtis L. Vol, 6 of 1762 - 1764, 
285-286. 

^ Bora. Gov. Consultation 11th Oct. 1765, Pub. Diary 45 of 1765, 652. Besides the 
petty stores, articles such as ropes, coir, baskets, brooms, buckets, nails, gM, oil, and 
tbe like, were to be purchased by the general storekeeper on the most reasonable terms, 
Tlie following details (Ditto, 655-657) show (8th October 1765) the provisions and 
materials required at the powder-house for feeding cattle and making 2400 barrels of 
gunpowder in twelve months ; 

Buffaloes for four relieves, 160; deduct the number remaining 

140; required, 20 

Gram for 160 cattle at 4 shers each per day (no remains) to be con- 
tracted for ... ... ... 456 

Straw for 160 at 30 lbs. each per day , cwts. ... .A ... 15,642 

The following will (have) to be supplied by the Moody agreeable to 
his contract : Billet wood, pieces 400,000 j deduct the remains 

in warehouse, 67,820 ; required ... 332,180 

To be purchased as brought hither from' the othejrf side : Milkbush, ^ 

37, (MK) mam ; deduct the remains in th§ warehouse, 820 ; required 36,180 
Expected hrom the' other aide : Saltpetm crude, v' ' ’r 2200'- ^ • 
To be had from the warehouse ; Brimstone crude, 290 ; deduct the 
renmins im warehquse ^ ■ re<|»ired . ^ M2. 
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On the 23itl December 1766 the Principal Engineei' Captain Thomas 
Keating reports the necessity of removing the powder works to some 
other place: The works of the new fortifications are no\y so far 
advanced between the Apollo and Church Gates and the glacis is carried 
out so far as to bring the road for carriages very dangerously near the 
powder works. This is especially the case as all drivers of stone 
and sand carriages constantly carry fire with them for the convenience 
of cooking, and, very often, gentlemen^s carriages pass with rnaslidls 
or torches whose sparks in high winds fly a long way to the grave dangler 
of the works in this quarter and of every individual. Those dangers 
there is no possibility of avoiding by carrying the road another way as 
the powder works are distributed in such a straggling manner that, 
make the road which way you will, it must lead within a few paces of 
some one or other of the buildings. The above is but an inconsiderable 
atfair in comparison to other considerations of a more disadvantageous 
and dangerous nature that arise from the present situation of those 
works. In the first place being erected only eight hundred and thirty- 
three yards from the centre of the town, if, as is often the case with 
powder works, the works take fire, when 600 to 700 barrels of powder 
are in the sifting- house, the shock from the explosion would be so 
severe that I make no doubt it would considerably ruin the works most 
contiguous thereto. I have next to observe that the powder buildings, as 
also thedwellingand outdiousesfoi’merly possessed by Mr. Court and now 
by Mr. Mostyn, are very favourably situated for covering an enemy in 
their approaches against the Marlborough and Stanhope bastions. IVo 
of the largest of the powder works buildings are within 210 yards of the 
Stanhope bastion directly on the salient angle. No enemy could 
possibly wish a greater advantage than the cover of this powder build- 
ing to shelter them in canying on their attack against the place. When 
in possession of the largest powder buildings the enemy will find 
them of excellent use. With very little trouble they may be made very 
favourable batteries against the Stanhope bastion. It may j>ossibly be 
said it is time enough to remove those buildings when a danger of 
this kind thi*eatens us. In my opinion when it comes to extremities it 
is generally too late for putting every thing in a proper posture of 
defence. It will then be severely regretted the necessary steps 
were not taken at an early and convenient time. I shall not trouble 
the Board by the enumeration of the inconvenzencies and dang’crs that 
may proceed from those works remaining as they are. I shall only 
further observe that the great sums laid out for removing buildings 
in order to have a clear and open esplanade have been expended for 
little or no use as the greatest and most dangerous buildings remain 
uncleared. No enemy will ever cany on an attack open and exposed 
when an advantage so glazing presents itself to them. The dimen- 
sions of the two buildings on the salient angle of the Stanhope 
^tion are: (1) 1L5 feet longand 39 broad; (2) 105 feet long and 35 
broad ; walls of each, two feet thick ; besides buttresses ^ 


i Principal Engineer 23ra l>ec. 1766, Pub. Diary 47 of 1766, 870 - 872. 
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On perasing the aboTe report from the Principal Engineer setting 
foith the neeessitj^ of removing the powder works the consideration of 
the question was deferred. Meanwhile the Board directed that a proper 
spot for the works must be pitched upon and an estimate framed of the 
expense -which the moving would cause. They add, the Committee of 
Surveys is directed to frame the estimate and 'make a report of their 
proceedings to us. ^ 

Agreeably to the above order the Committee of Surveys submitted 
the following report on the 16th January 176T t We have pitched 
upon a spot of ground which we esteem in every respect very com- 
modious for the Powder Works. It is situated to the north of the 
entrance of the Mud Dock at Mazgaon on a rising ground, well 
sheltered from the salt sprays. A very good tank for the cattle lies 
contiguous thereto, stones for erecting the building are in great plenty 
within fifty or sixty yards, and chunam kilns upon the spot. The 
place is also very convenient for the boats to take oS the powder and 
bring the materials. In short no site on the island appears to be so 
well adapted for this purpose. The Engineer will as soon as possible 
comply with that part of your orders regarding the calculate of the 
expense attending the removal.^ 

On the above report the same day the Board observe : Read the 
report from the Committee of Surveys recommending a spot of ground 
at Mdzgaon as very proper for the Powder Works. As we do not think 
the tenour of our Honourable Masters^ present orders on the subject 
sufficiently authorizes us to carry this transfer into execution, it is 
agreed to recommend the same to their consideration as a measure 
which should on no occasion be any longer deferred, as in their present 
situation the Powder Works not only greatly incommode the Forti- 
fications but would be very dangerous in the event of a war and the 
place being attacked. We cannot however but wish we had an 
authority for removing them immediately as the materials might be 
used in carrying on the works contiguous thereto, by which a great 
expense would be saved.^ 

In the beginning of 1768 the blowing up of a magazine is thus 
recorded in the Bombay Diary of the 13tli J anuary : About nine 
o^clock this morning a small magazine adjoining the Ramparts that 
contained about twenty-seven barrels of gunpowder, made up in 
musket cartridges, was unhappily blown up through the unparalleled 
villainy of Solomon Hart who was Quarter-Master Serjeant and was 
this morning broke by the sentence of a Court Martial and destroyed 
himself in the explosion. By this unhappy accident some lives were 
lost and many private houses much damaged.^ 

On the subject of the explosion the Bombay Diary of the 22nd 
January records : The late unhappy accident to the magazine as minuted 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 2Srd Dec » 1766, Puh, Diary 47 of 1766, 854. 
3 Fub» DSarV im Jaa. 1767 Toh 48 of 1768, 48. 

- » Bom. Gov. CouMtatibo mh Jaii. 176f , Diary 48 of 1767, 

Bom. Gov. Dmry 13th Jau. 1768, 60 of 1768, 8^^ 
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under tlie 13tli instant shows the necessity of following the established 
practice of most garrisoned towns in keeping the greatest part of onr 
gunpowder without the town in time of peace. The Committee of 
Surveys are therefore ordered to look out for a proper spot on which to 
erect a magazine for this purpose^ a calculate of cost of which must be 
framed and laid before n,s by the engineer with all expedition. ^ Kesolv- 
ed also for the greater security that no powder be kept but in barrels 
with copper hoops or in chests made on purpose.^ 

On the 29th January the committee submitted the required report. 
It i-uns : Agreeable to your Honouris orders rela.tive to the choice of a 
proper spot for erecting a magazine at a suitable distance from the town, 
we have been looking out for such a place and have fixed upon one 
Just to the northwai'd of the M^zgaon Dock which we esteem a very 
convenient situation both with regard to the distance from the town 
and the powder mills and on account of the ease with wdiich boats may 
come to it and receive any quantity of powder ttiat may be thought 
necessary to be taken out. An estimate of the expense of the building 
is herewith laid before your Honours.^ 

On the above report the same day the Board observe : Read a report 
from the Committee of Surveys acquainting us they have fixed upon a 
spot to the northward of Mazgaon Dock which they esteem a very 
proper and convenient situation for the proposed magazine ; an estimate 
of the expense of which they likewise enclose, amounting to 
Rs. 16,203-0-97. It being judged absolutely necessary that a work 
of this nature should be complete without delay, it is ordered to be 
forthwith set about.® 

This measure was reported the same year to the Court of Directors 
in the Bombay general letter of the 18th April and met with the 
approval of the Court. In their reply of the 31st March 1769 the 
Court write : The building a magazine for your gunpowder in the 
room of the small one blown up, and the spot fixed upon for that pur- 
pose appear to be very proper, and we expect your utmost care and 
precaution to prevent sneh a catastrophe in future.^ 

About the middle of 1768, in connection with the intended removal 
of the powder works to Mazgaon, the Bombay Diary of the 30th July 
records : The Committee of Surveys with Colonel Campbell must be 
ordered to survey the island and report to us whether any other spot is 
more proper for removing the powder works to than that formerly 
recommended.® 

On receipt of the committee's report, the Diary of the 25th October 
has the following : Read a letter from the Committee of Surveys and 
Colonel Campbell, giving it as their opinion that the spot formerly 


^ Bom. Gov. Oonsnltation 22nd Jan. 1768, Pub. Diary 51 of 1768, 105. 

3 Committee of Surveys Report regarding a new magazine to be built, 2kb Jan. 1768, 
Pub. Diary 50 of 1768, 114. 

® Bom. Gov. Consultation 29tb Jan. 1768, Pub. Diary 50 of 1768, 110. 

Court's Letters VoL 8 of 

1769-177L39. 

® Bom. Gov. Di*ry 30th July 1788, Pub. Diary 51 of 1768, 431. 
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recommended for remo^dng the powder works toy is the most proper^ 
Ee«--olved that one of tlie mills be immediately reinoved thither and the 
other to be likewise reoioved as soon as the first is finished.^ 

At a Consnltation on the 28th October 1769 the Board read the 
powder-house committee'^s letter accompanying' their books for the 
year ending 31st July 1769 and recorded : We are glad to perceive 
the cost of the powder made during the year 1768-69 is reduced by 
so much as Rs, 1-3-33 the barrel. As the conMnittee desire to know 
what quantity of powder should be made in the course of the present 
season, ^ they aa*e- directed te make 3UOO. barrels. Referring to this 
entry in the Diary on the 6th April 1770^the Court write : Wears 
pleased to find that gunpow’-der is made cheaper than formerly and 
rely on your further care to direct the manufacture thereof on the 
lowest terms possible ^ 

The- Bombay Diary of the 19th February 1773 records : The land 
paymaster presents to the Boards conformable to directions, the report 
of the valuation of’ the house known, by the name of the powder-^ 
house situated on the esplanade amounting to- Rs. 7993-2-2.^’ 

^Regarding the requirements of the* powder house on thc' 26th October 
1779 Mr. Ifallamby makes the following report to Mr. Draper: 

I have the honor of reporting to you what is requisite to Be done at the 
powder house to finish the inside of the second beating house and to 
make the whole complete. The necessary changes are two new double 
wheels and one new single wheel ; a stone and ehunam. building 140 
feet long and 28 feet broad, to be divided into the following : charcoal 
sifting house, composition mixing house, saltpetre and sulphur sifting- 
house, warehouse for saltpetre and sulphur stores ; t%vo new terraces for- 
drying powder. When the above are- finished- we shall then be enabled 
to make about lOOO barrels more in the season. But to render this 
still more certain 1 must here beg leave to I'ecommend that sj)are' 
horizontal and perpendicular yrheels, axle- trees, and cogs, may be- 
immediately made up and kept in readiness as this woi‘k mostly must be.> 
made of particular wood and requires time attention and great nicety in- 
fitting, the want of which has often stopped half the works for a month 
together, as a failure in the beating mills affects all the wmrks.^ 

At a Consultation on the 27th October Mr. Draper, the acting member- 
of the powder house committee, lays before the Board the above letter 
from Mr. Hallamby the assistant at the powder house, respecting some 
additions requisite to be made- thereto and by the completion of vrhieh 
the season^s outturn of gunpowder nfight be increased by 1000 
barrels. The Board records :■ As our stock of gunpowder is by no mean& 
adequate to our exigencies at this time and also to reserve a sufficient 
quantity for defence, it is resolved that the proposed works be imme- 


^ Bom. Gov. Consnltation 25th Oct. 1768, Pnh. 61 of 1768, 679.. 

2 Pub. Diary 54 of 1769, 719> 731, Fub. Dep^ Oo^irfe’s Letters VoL 8 of 1769- 1771^ 
151. ^ » Pub. Diary. 6S of. 1773,^01-102. 

^ Mr. B. Hallamby to Mr. D. Draper, acting member of Powder House Committee,, 
mil Oct, 1779, Pub. Diary 76 of 1779, ,6116 * ' , ’ , . 


[Historical 


Chapter VL 
Military. 

Powder House, 
1779, 


1782. 


196 BOMBAY TOWN 

diately completed and also the spare wheels recommended by the assist™ 
antj an estimate of the expense of which must be laid before 

Agreeably to the above order on the 17th November the estimate of 
the expense of the proposed additions to the powder works amounting 
to Rs. 19^028-2-13 is laid before the Board with a letter from the 
assistant to the acting member. The Board then direct tliat the 
additions to the works be completed with all expedition and proper 
orders issued to the military and general storekeepers as recommended 
by the assistant.^ 

By October 1782 the dagger of the old Powder House was at last 
removed. In reporting the progress of the fortification works, on the 
Sth October 1782^ the Chief Engineer writes: The sand hills between 
the burying ground and sepoy hospital have been removed and gu’eat 
part of the Esplanade between the burying ground and the woods has 
been levelled. The dwelling house* called the Powder House has been 
levelled to the ground.® 


* Bam. Gov. Consultation 27th Oct. 1779, Pub. Diary 76 of 1779, 603 - 604, 
3 Bora. Gov. Consultation 17th Nov. 1779, Fub. Diaiy 76 of 1779, 618. 

» Pub. Diary 80 of 1782, 582. 
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Section III.— Commissions. 

The followmg forms of commissions for the appointments of a Master 
of the Ordnance (1694), a Mnster Master General (1694), a Provost 
Marshal (l701), a Lieutenant (1703), an Ensign (1738), a Commander- 
in-Ohief (1739), a Brigadier-General (1770), a Commander-in- Chief 
of Bombay (1774), and a Commander-in-Chief of the East Indies 
(1778), give details of the duties attaching to the different offices. 

A commission (1694) to Captain Stacey Master of the Ordnance 
runs : John Gayer, General of all India Persia and Arabia for affairs 
of the Right Honourable English East India Company. By virtue of 
the authority given me by commission I bear from the Right Honour- 
able Society of Merchants trading to the East Indies, by virtue of their 
Majesties^ Charter and other Letters Patent, I do, with the advice and 
consent of my Council, constitute and appoint you Captain Benjamin 
Stacey master of the ordnance of the island and garrison thereon 
willing and commanding all inferiors as gunners'^ mates and montrosses 
(matrosses) to follow your directions according to the commission given 
you, and you to give directions to the best of your judgment in what 
required tending to that affair. And moreover to have all instru- 
ments ready either for sea or land serviceable and to examine all pieces 
of ordnance that they have no defect or have hand grenadoes and other 
artificial fireworks necessary for all expeditions fitted and prepared, and 
manfully to detect resist and oppose all such as are enemies to their 
Majesties^ crowns and to the Right Honourable Company's dignities. 
And you are to observe and follow all such orders and directions as you 
shall from time to time receive from me or in my absence from my 
respective Deputy Governor and Council at present constituted or 
hereafter to be constituted. Sealed with the Right Honourable Com- 
pany's seal and given under my hand in Bombay Castle, the 28th May 
1694, in the 5th year of the reignJ 

The Commission for an appointment of Muster-Master (1694) runs: 
Sir John Gayer, Knight, General of India &c. &c. By virtue of the 
authority given me by the commission I hear from the Right Honour- 
able Society of Merchants trading to the East Indies by virtue of their 
Majesties’ Cloarter and Letters Patent, I do constitute and appoint you 
Rdma Comotin (Kdmati) muster-master general of all the Genius and 
black soldiers of the out-guards in the Eight Honourable Company’s 
service upon the island of Bombay, willingandcommanding all officers 
of the said soldiers to obey you in the said station according to the 
commission given you.^ 

The Commission for an appointment of Provost Marshal (1701) 
runs: The Worshipfull John Bumiston Deputy Governor of His 
Majesty’s Port and Island of Bombay, and other Council for affairs of the 


Cojumissiou to Stacey 2Stb May 1694, Hac, Oal. L. E. 5 of 1694 - 1796, I. 

® Commission to Ktoati*26rd June 1694, Sec. B. 5 of 1691 1696, 3# 
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Eight Honotirable Governor and Company of Merchants of London 
trading to the East Indies. By virtue of a power given ns from His 
Excellency Sir John Gayer Kt. General of India^ whose authority is 
granted him by a commission from the Right Honourable Governor and 
Company of Merchants of London trading to the East Indies^ by virtue 
of His Majesty^s and his royal predecessors^ Royal Charters and Letters 
Patent; as likewise by a late Act of Parliament, granted said Company, 
we do constitute and appoint you Edward Simonds to be Provost 
Marshal of his Ma;jesty^s garrison and island of Bombay, hereby giving 
you full power and authority to execute the free exercise of your said 
office, according to the tenour of your instructions herewith given you, 
commanding you to fulfil the same to all intents and purposes, willing 
and enjoining all inferior officers and soldiers of the said garrison to 
obey and assist you in and about the performance and execution of your 
said office, being thereunto required. You are likewise to observe and 
follow all such orders and directions as from time to time you’ shall 
receive from us, or in our absence from whomsoever shall be appointed* 
Sealed with the Right Honourable Company's seal and given under 
onr hands in Bombay Castle the 11th April 1701. Tb this commission 
are appended the following instructions : Instructions for Edward 
Simonds Marslial : (1) No officer or soldier shall presume to hinder the 
Provost Marshal or servant in the execution of their office upon pain 
of death or such other punishment as a Court Marshal shall think fit ; 
And all captains officers and soldiers shall do their utmost to apprehend 
and bring to punishment all offenders * and shall assist the officers of 
his Majesty^s army or forces therein. Especially if the Provost Marshal 
or his officer require the assistance of any officer or soldier in apprehend- 
ing a person, declaring to them that it is for a capital crime, and the 
party escapes for want of aid and assistance, the party or person refus- 
ing to aid and assist shall suffer such punishment as a Court Marshal 
shall inflict. (2) Any officer or soldier who shall presume to draw his 
sword in any place of judicature while the Court is sitting, shall 
suffer such punishment as shall be inflicted on him by a Court Marshal, 
and the Provost Marshal of his Majesty^s army is hereby empowered- 
and directed by his own authority to apprehend such offenders. (3) If 
any soldier being committed for any offence shall break prison, the said 
Provost Marshal shall by his own authority apprehend him and the 
offender shall suffer deafli. (4) No Provost Marshal shall refuse ta 
receive or keep a prisoner committed to his charge by authority, or shall 
dismiss him without order upon pain of such punishment as a Court 
Marshal shall think fit, and if the offence for which the prisoner was 
apprehended deserved death, the Provost Marslial failing to receive and 
keep liim, shall be liable to the same punishment. (5) If any person bo 
committed by the Provost MarshaFs own authority, without other com- 
mand, he shall acquaint the chief officer with the cause within 24 hours, 
and the Provost Marslxal shall thereupon dismiss him unless he have 
orders to the contrary*-^' 


^ Cumtuission and Imfemallous to Mr, Edward Simonds, 11th April 170L Sec. Oat. li. 
B* 7 of- less -1702, 218 -220* 
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Tlie commission for a Lieutenant (1703) runs: Sir Jolin Gayer, 
Knight^ General of India &e. for affairs of the Eight Honour- 
able Governor and Company of Merchants of London trading into 
the East Indies Governor of Her Majesty^s Castle and Island of 
Bombay. By virtue of the authority given unto me by the commission 
I bear from the Bight Honourable the Governor and Company of 
Merchants of London trading into the East Indies, in conformity to 
the charters and letters patent of their late Majesties King William 
and Queen Mary of blessed memory and their royal predecessors, I do 
(with consent and advice of my Council) constitute and appoint you 
William Moore gentleman to be lieutenant of the third company of 
soldiers in the Castle and garrison of Bombay, giving you full power to 
train exercise and conduct lead and bring them together according to 
martial discipline, as lieutenant of the said company, willing and 
requiring all inferior officers in the said company to obey you as our 
lieutenant. You are likewise to observe and follow such orders and 
commands as you shall from time to time receive from myself or from 
my respective Deputy Governor at present constituted or after to be 
constituted. Given under my hand and sealed with the Right Honour- 
able Company's seal in Surat, this 29th day of January in the first 
year of Her Majesty^s reign of England Scotland France and Ireland, 
Queen, Defender of the Faith^ ^imo Dom. one thousand seven hundred 
two and three.^ 

The commission for an Ensign (17SS) runs: I, John Horne President 
and Governor and Oommander-in- Chief, by virtue of a power given 
me by the Honourable Court of Directors of the said United Company 
derived unto them under the authority of our sovereign Lord King 
George the Second and his royal predecessors, reposing especial 
trust and confidence in your courage fidelity and circumspection, do 
constitute and appoint you John Heinrick Anthony Van Franken 
gentleman to be ensign of a company in the regiment of soldiers for 
the guard and defence of his Majesty^s Castle and island aforesaid ; I 
give you full power and authority to train exercise conduct and lead 
as well the inferior officers as soldiers of the company whereto you 
belong, according to military discipline wdlling and commanding 
them to obey you as their ensign, you following all such orders as 
shall be given you by myself, the captain commandant of the said 
regiment, the captain, or other four superior officers of the said company 
pursuant to the trust hereby reposed in you. Sealed with the seal of 
the aforesaid Honourable Company and given under my hand in 
Bombay Castle, this 28th day of April in the eleventh year of the reign 
of His Most Excellent Majesty George the Second of Great Britain 
Prance and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, Anno Domini 
17S8.® 

The commission for the Commander-in- Chief (1739) runs : I, Stephen 
Law President of and for all affairs of the Honourable United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies on the coast of 


^ Commission to Mr. W. Moore, 29tli Jan. 1703, 8iirat Pact, Diary 3 of 1701 - 1704, 
88, foiTest’s Horae .Series, I, 248, Omt, L B. 8 of 1738 - 174b b 
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India Persia and Arabia, Governor and Cominander-in-Chief of His 
Majesty^s Castle and Island of Bombay to all to whom these presents 
shall come greeting. By virtue of a power given me by the Honourable 
the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies and derived unto them from the authority 
of onr sovereign Lord King George the Second and his royal 
predecessors, for several considerations and reasons me thereunto 
especially moving, by and with the advice and consent of my Council, 
do constitute and appoint yon Charles Eigby Esq., at present Deputy 
Governor and Superintendent of the Marine of Bombay, to be 
Commander-in-Chief of all the Honourable Company's squadrons 
fleets and vessels of war under this Presidency. I give you full powers 
and authority to pursue follow after take sink burn and destroy all and 
every ship and ships of war grabs machvcis and other vessels belonging 
to any pirates freebooters and robbers on the high seas or to any 
enemy of our sovereign Lord the King and his subjects, who by any 
ways or means intercept or hinder the trade and commerce of the coast 
of India Gujardt and Persia; And also to protect and defend all ships 
and vessels who have passports sealed with the United Oompany'^s 
seal, from all the assaults and insults of any enemy whatever, w^hereso-, 
ever you meet them. And I do likewise hereby will and command all 
commanders inferior officers and mariners of said squadrons fleets and 
vessels to obey you as aforesaid, you following all such orders and 
instructions as you shall receive from myself or myself and Council for 
future government. Sealed with the seal of the aforesaid Honoural)le 
Company and given under my hand in Bombay Castle this 9th day 
of October in the thirteenth year of the reign of* His Most Excellent 
Majesty George the Second of Great Britain France and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith, Anno Domini 17S9.^ 

The commission to a Brigadier-General (1770) runs : The United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies, — 
To David Wedderburn Esquire, greeting : We the said United 
Company reposing especial trust and confidence in your courage 
and experience in military afl^irs do by these presents constitute 
and appoint you to be a Brigadier-General in our service and do 
give and grant you full power and authority to take your rank as 
Brigadier-General. You are therefore to take upon you the said 
charge and command of Brigadier-General as aforesaid by doing 
all things thereunto belonging. And we do hereby command all 
OUT officers and soldiers to obey you as Brigadier-General and 
you are to observe and follow all such orders and directions as you 
shall from time to time receive from ns our Governor and Council 
of Bombay or any other your superior officer according to the rules 
and discipline of war in pursuance of the trust hereby reposed in 
yon or failing therein our sdid Governor and Council are empowered 
by us to vacate and annul these presents. Given under our com- 
mon seal this 28th day of March in the tenth year of the reign of 


* Mr. Charles RIghy’s Qornmimm 9lii Oct. 1739, Sec. Out. L. B. 8 of 1738 - 1741, 156. 
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his most excellent Majesty our Sovereign Lord King George III. by 
the grace of God King of Great Britain France and Ireland^ Defender 
of the Faith and so forth and in the year of our Lord 177(>/ 

The commission to the Bombay Gommander-in-Chief runs : The 
United Gompvany of Merchants .of England trading to the East 
Indies, — To Brigadier-General Eobert Gordon. We the said United 
Company^ reposing especial trust and confidence in you Brigadier 
Eobert Gordon^ do by these presents constitute and appoint you to 
be Oommander-in-Chief of our military forces on the island of 
Bombay in the Bast Indies. You are to the utmost of your skill and 
power to do and perform all such offices and services as appertain 
to the post of Commander of our military forces on the island of 
Bombay subject however to airsuch rules orders and instructions 
as you shall at any time receive from the Court of Directors of the 
said United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East 
Indies in writing or under the hands of thirteen or more of them, 
or from the Governor and Council of Bombay, or from Lieutenant 
General John Olavering Oommander-m-Ohief of all our forces in 
the East Indies, or the Oommander-in-Ohief of all our forces in the 
East Indies for the time being, when he shall be at our Presidency 
of Bombay, according to the rules and discipline of war in pursu- 
ance of the trust hereby reposed in you. We do hereby strictly 
require charge and command all commission officers and non-com- 
mission officers soldiers and others belonging to our military forces 
on the island of Bombay before mentioned to yield you as their 
commander due obedience accordingly. Given under the common 
seal this 12th day of April, in the 14th year of the reign of our 
Sovereign Lord George III. by the grace of God of Great Britain 
France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith and so forth in 
the year of our Lord 1774.^ 

The commission to the East Indies Gommander-in-Chief (1778) 
runs : TheUnited Company of Merehants of England trading to the 
East Indies, — To Lieutenant-General Sir Eyre Ooote Enight of the 
most Honourable Order of the Bath. We the said United Company, 
reposing especial trust and confidence in you Lieutenant-General 
Sir Eyre Ooote, do by these presents constitute and appoint you 
to be Commander-in- Chief of all our military forces in the East 
Indies. You are to the utmost of your skill and power to do and 
perform all such offices as appertain to the post of Commander-in- 
Chief of all our military forces in the East Indies as aforesaid, sub- 
ject, however, to all such rules orders and instructions as you shall 
at any time receive from the Court of Directors of the said United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies in 
writing or under the hands of thirteen or more of them or from the 
Governor General and Council of our Presidency of Fort William 
in Bengal or from our Presidents and Councils of Port St. George 
Bombay or Fort Marlborough respectively whenever you shall be 
at any of those Presidencies or at any of the settlements or places 


^ Enclosures to Oourt*s I^etters Vol, ^ ^closures to Oourt*s hettors Vol 6. 
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subordinate thereto according to the rules and discipline of %var in 
pursuance of the trust hereby reposed in you. And vie do hereby 
strictly require charge and command all commission officers 
non-commission officers soldiers and others belonging to our 
military forces at the several places before mentioned to yield you as 
their Oommander-in-Ohief during your residence at such places as 
aforesaid due obedience accordingly. Given under our common 
seal this 24th clay of April in the 18th year of the reign of our Sove- 
reign Lord George III. by the grace of God of Great Britain France 
and Ireland^ King^ Defender of the Faith and so forth and in the 
year of our Lord 1778.^ 


^ Enclosures to Court’s Letters Vol, 5. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

MARINE. 

The office o£ Marine Storekeeper being vacant it was resolved^ tbe 
6tli Felirnary 1670^ that Mr. William Mxnchen supply that place and 
that for his encouragement his pay bo raised from ISd. to 2s. a dayj 

For a supply of tar and ropes the Surat Council write to Bombay 
the 10th October 1676 : We desire you by the first opportunity to 
send us up fifteen barrels of tar and ten cwt. of your small ropes (of 
1 J inches) for the use of the Oompany^s ships and vessels here.^ 

The 245 th January 1677, the Bombay Council write to the Court : 
Among the several stores sent out we find not any for shipping which 
are not only absolutely necessary but not here to be procured, as com- 
passes, lanterns, pilot^s instruments, log-lines, sails, needles and the 
like, the overplus of which we can at any time sell to advantage. 
There is more great coidage sent out yearly than is serviceable to us, 
our expense being for the most part of the small coir cables, coir 
hausers being as strong and as serviceable as English, But for small 
rigging coir is very gouty and unhandy and requires more hands in a 
slnp than when English-rigged. And the most necessary cordage is 
small lines half and three-quarter inch rope for ratlings and topgallant 
rigging for our small vessels. Small cordage is likewise most proper 
for sale.^ 

As regards seamen^s pay, the Surat Council write to Bombay the 8th 
January 1677: We have paid unto the Master of the Malabar Coaster 
Es. 329 in full for two months^ pay for five Englishmen and nineteen 
lascars and we have also furnished him with two months’ provisions 
for his voyage,'^ 

The 22nd March 1677, the Surat Council write to Bombay : By the 
Hunter frigate we omitted to advise that we have paid two months’ 
pay unto all her seamen and to four that we were intended to clear and 
put on' board the Formosa in the room of some that are ran away. 
There is four months’ wages paid an account whereof you must demand 
from the Captain. The whole sum amounts to Es. 7459-0-46.® 

To get back runaway seamen, the 143th August 16945, the Bombay 
Government issue these orders to Lieut, James Hanmer : There being 


^ Consultation held in Bomhay 6th Feb. 1670, Surat Pact. Diary 1 of 1660- 1696. 

2 Surat to Bombay lOtb Oct. 1676, Surat Pact, Out. Letter Book 2 of 1675-1676» 228. 
Forrest’s Home Series, 1. 106. 

Bombay to Court 24tli Jan. 1677, Sec. Out. L. Book 4* of 1077-1687, IS. Forrest’s 
Home Series, 1. 123. 

^ Surat to Bombay 8th Jan. 1677, Burnt Pact. Ciut. Letter Book S of 1677 - 1700, 4. 

® Surat to Bombay 22ud Mar. 1677? Surat of 167747^?.23. 
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runaway from this island in the Rtihi/ frigate boat sundry persons 
belonging to the shipping in the road^ these are to enorder you to 
make strict enquiry after them and if on this island surprise them. Send 
to the Subhedar of Warli to know if the boat has been seen off that 
place. They are all armed so that you must be cautious. If you hear 
anything of them advise thereunto,^ 

A fortnight later (31st August 1694) Captain Howell received the 
following orders regarding the same deserters : We also order you to 
keep a good look-out and always to keep yourself in a good posture of 
defence against all manner of pirates and other enemies. And should 
you meet with any of them that are lately run from this island whom 
we require you to carefully look for in any ship or yessel, we do 
hereby enorder and empower you to bring them either by fair means 
or force to us^ provided you are of strength to accomplish it. So 
wishing you a j)rosperous voyage and safe return to usr 

On the 4th August 1701 the Secretary Mr. Waring writes to Lieut. 
William Shaw : The n^khud^s of the Moors^ ships having paid off their 
lasears and being dubious whether or no some of them may not endeavour 
to run away^ these are to order you to permit no lasears to go off the 
land at Maliim^ but to send such as shall endeavour it down hither. 
The same order you must give to Sion and other places under your 
command.^ 

Some time before the close of 1 720 Government accepted Captain 
Ingram^s offer to sell ins house. A Consultation of the 3rd September 
records : Captain Ingram petitions the Board that he and his wife 
may have liberty to take their passage on the first ship for England 
and that we would purchase his house for the Bight Honourable 
Company. The house being very convenient for storehouses for keep- 
ing the naval stores and an office for the Marine Paymaster^ and the 
same having been valued by Major Vane and the master carpenters 
and bricklayers at Es. 3300, it is resolved that we purchase it at that 
price on our Honourable Masters^ account, and that we grant his 
request for going home.^ 

In the beginning of 1724 the difference in the pay of the commanders 
of galleys and grabs was removed. A Consultation of the 31 st January 
records : The commanders of the galleys representing to the Board the 
disadvantage they and their ships^ company serve under in reference to 
those employed in the grabs, that their pay is not more than Es. 64 a 
month and the others^ with diet to themselves and officers Es. 96, it is 
agreed that the difference being Rs. 32 a month be allowed. But wffiereas 
the Honourable Company did allow them £50 each for a table during 
their passage from England and indulged them in some other matters, 
it is directed that this our resolution take place only from the 1st 
instant. Agreed likewise up^n the decease of any commander or officer 
that the next prison in Succession to the post succeed likewise to the 


^ Sec. Out, L, B. 6 of 1694-1696, 7-8. ^ See. Out. L. B. 6 of 1694-1696. 11-12 

. ® Sec. Out, Letter Book of 1^9-1702, 69. 

' ' ■* Bom. Gov. Consultation 3rd Bept. 172^ Fub. Diary 1 of 1720, 162. 
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pay and allowance. The seamerfs pay being but Es. 9-2-40 a 
months it is directed that the same be an established x*ate throughout 
the fleet and commence likewise from the 1st of this month. ^ 

The same Consultation continues : In order to prevent our people 
deserting from our vessels, it is directed that they be kept two months 
in arrears besides the month running ; and in case the commander shall 
make it appear he has out of pure necessity advanced to any that shall 
afterwards desert^, the sum if not exceeding one month^s pay shall be 
allowed him.^ 

To prevent the great expense of powder for salutes, in April 1725 
the Court write : The owners of several of our ships have com- 
plained to us of divers matters wherein they suffer in their ships 
accounts. For remedy thereof we have sent our orders to the Coast 
and Bay this season^ which we mention here for your notice and 
observance, namely : That to prevent the great expense of powder, 
lavished away under pretence of salutes, all our Eiuope ships at their 
first arrival q}t any port of India (where we have a fort) they salute it 
with nine guns and no more ; that the Port return the like number* 
That on the Captains first coming ashore from Europe, or despatch 
thither, tlxey shall fire but nine guns and at all other times of saluting 
the Captains with only seven; that all country ships be answered 
with no more than five guns (Foreigners excepted). That the Governor 
or any of the Council, or any other pei*sons belonging to the Company 
going on hoard, be not saluted with more than nine guns, on their 
coming aboard or going off. This gives us occasion to add that as 
much frugality as possible be used in the expense of pow^der upon all 
festivals or at funerals and at all other occasions of salutes. We 
have before herein given directions to prevent the w^aste of powder by 
salutes, and the Captains selling their guns and ordnance stores. How- 
ever to render those directions more effectual we order as follows. 
Just before the despatch of our ships for Europe proper persons be 
sent on board each shi]p to survey and see that they have on board the 
number of guns mentioned in the Charter Party, and at least two-thirds 
of a barrel of gunpowder for each gun and twenty pounds of shot. 
In ease the ship is not thus furnished the Captain be obliged to supply 
fully what is wanting before he leaves the port. This we direct shall 
be a standing order for the future,^ 

With a view to reduce the expenses a Consultation, the 23rd August 
1728, records: The President takes notice to the Board of sundry 
extraordinary allowances in the maiine which he believes without any 
prejudice to the service might be pared off and would be the saving of 
a considei-ahle sum in the yearns expense to the Honourable Company. 
This being taken into consideration and debated it is agi^eed and ordered 
that all persons serving ashore be no longer allowed provisions besides 
their pay. But as the Bandar lasears are upon all calls and as well 
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employed as any ottiers in the marine, they having at present but Es. 4 
a month, it is agreed it be raised to Es. 5, Es, 8 to the tindal, and 
Es. 10 to the sirang, being equal to the pay of those on board the 
Company's vessels. That the allowance of Es. 32 a month table- 
money to the commanders be struck off after this month. That all 
Europeans serving on board the Honourable Company’s eruizers be 
allowed only four flesh days in ihe week at the daily rate of ll- lbs. 

of beef or lbs. of pork to each man to be provided by the imrine 

paymaster at 5 piee the pound. That all their ninuing rigging instead 
of Europe hemp be made of the best sort of country coir, nor any 
Europe duck made use of for their sails except for courses, and that 
another ga.livat be laid up. Ordered that the marine paymaster have a 
copy of this our resolution to govern himself accordingly.^ 

In 1730 to meet medical charges on account of officers and 
mariners, on the 12th March the Court write : We direct that in 
time to come you deduct sixpence a month out of the wao-es you 
shall pay to the officers and mariners of .our galleys, which°we find 
they are obliged by Act of Parliament to pay to the use of Green- 
wich hospital, sending us annually the particulars and amount of 

said deductions in an account apart.^ 

In the n^t year (1731) the Court provide a pension for the 
widows of officers and seamen._ They write: For the encourar^e- 
ment of all officers and seamen m our service let them be acquainted 

that we have settled a handsome pension for life upon the' widow 

of Captain Mu^ord ; and upon application made we shall grant 
the like favour to the nearest relation of any who after behavino- 
so well may meet the same fate in our service.® saving 

capture of hostile ships, on the 19 th November 
1731 the Board observe: The President acquaints the Board that 
being informed that three of the enemy’s grabs and eio-ht rrnV + 
are sailed out of KoHba, which we hop^e wfirgYve uLSppoSun^^^^ 
of meeting them with our eruizers, and to animate our SH? 
behave themselves with the greater conduct, courage, and zeS S.S 
of meeting wth the enemy, he propo.ses to the Board to Sture and 
declare to the commanders of each of the ^ 

vessels that such of the enemy’s fightino- vessels as sffidfbe 
battle, with the artillery warlike aYd other aoDurteSnii 7k f 
belonging, shall be the sole right of the captore the 
be divided according to an order established 
the marine office. And for tW Whe; 

dent in his own name and in the names of Presi- 

ofiicers and shins* nom'nari'tr la-n ^ saicl 
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above the said grab and her appurtenances# This is agreed to and 
it is resolved that the President issue out a publication vsigned 
by him to be afSxed in a proper place on board of each of the 
Honourable Company’s cruisers pursuant to this our resolution^ 

As regards the charge of marine and other ships^ stores, at their 
Consultation of the 24th December 1731 the Board observe: Our 
Honourable Masters having been pleased to direct, in their com- 
mands of the 9th March 1720 by the London^ tho-t all marine 
and other stores issued out for the use of ships employed in their 
service and those belonging to their covenanted servants under this 
Presidency should be charged at the following prices : Stores that 
are perishable at 25 per cent upon the invoice and those that are 
tiot perishable at 80 per cent reckoning two shillings and three 
pence to the rupee and five per mill Europe charges. And whereas 
since that time some directions have been given in some respects 
different from those our Honourable Masters’ orders relating to the 
sale of stores, it is agreed that for the future all perishable stores 
issued out for the use of the ships employed in the Company’s 
service, as well as those belonging to the covenanted servants under 
this Presidency, be charged at 25 per cent and those that are not 
perishable at 30 per cent on the invoice, reckoning two shillings and 
three pence to a rupee with five per cent to the Storekeeper General, 
and that all other stores whether perishable or not perishable, sold 
to strangers, shall be charged at 50 per cent or what more can be 
got with five per cent to the storekeeper for his trouble.^ 

In 1733 the great increase of Angria’s power forced Government 
to add to the existing fleet. A Consultation of the 26th July 1733 
records : Our troublesome neighbour Angria having, since the revolu- 
tion lately happened in the Sidi’s territories and the taking of R^jpuri 
with all the Sidi’s fleet of grabs and galivats, added five of the 
said grabs and several of the galivats to his own fleet, and having 
certain intelligence that he is preparing and fitting out his said, 
fleet for the sea as soon as the fair season will permit him to cruize, 
it behoves us to take all prudent measures for the security of this 
settlement and for the protection of the trade of this port. As the 
present number of vessels of war belonging to our Honourable 
Masters is not sufficient to oppose the united force of the two 
brothers, sons of Angria, and perform the other services that are 
daily required of them, we ought to think how to reinforce our 
fleet. As the proprietors of the JRose galley some time since 
taken by the enemy have repurchased that vessel for the sum of 
Rs. 7603, it is proposed to the consideration of the Board w’^hetlier 
or no she is a proper vessel to be added to our fleet, if the proprietors 
will part with her at the price she has cost them. Debating thereon, 
it is the unanimous opinion of this Board that she is a vessel very 
fit for that purpose being strong and well built, a prime sailer, and 
three years old and that we ought not to let slip this opportunity of 


1 Bom. Gov. OoBstiltaticm 152-16^# 
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adding such a reinforcement to our fleet, if she can be had upon 
those terms. Directed that the marine paymaster treat with the 
said proprietors for the said vessel and make a report to this Board 
what he does therein^ 

On receipt of the required report, at a Consultation of the 3rd 
August 1733, the Board observe : Pursuant to our last Consultation 
Mr. Henry Kellet, Marine Paymaster, makes a report of his having 
discoursed the proprietors of the Bose galley and delivers in an 
account of what she now stands them in as new sheathed and fitted, 
but without guns anchors or warlike stores, amounting to 
Es. 14,001-2-14, for which sum they are willing to part with hei- 
fer the Honourable Company’s service. Agreed that we accept of 
her on the terms demanded as she is a very fine 'vessel and fit for 
the service.^ 


In consequence of complaints of seamen being enticed away, at a 
Consultation of the 31st August 1733 the Bombay Council direct : 
Whereas complaint has been made by Captain Tolson Commander 
of the Heathoote, and several other Commanders of Europe ships 
that the olSicers of the cruizers frequently inveigle and entice the 
men belonging to the Europe ships to run away and come on board 
the cruizers, thereby weakening the said ships and endangering 
our Honourable xMasters’ estate on board them. To prevent this 
evil it is directed that the Secretary send an order in writing to 
the respective Commanders of the Honourable Company’s cruizers, 
signifying to them by order of this Board that if at any time here- 
after it shall be found that any men belonging to Europe ships have 
been enticed and are found on board any of the cruizers, the 
Commander of the vessel on board of whom they are found, shall be 
mulcted a month’s pay for the first ofFenee, and dismissed the 
service for the second. But if the said Commander shall make it 
appear to us the President and Council that any of their ofiScers, 
contrary to their consent or approval have enticed and inveigled 
the said men, that then such officers so offending shall incur the 
aforesaid penalty.® 

A Consultation of the 27th September 173 i records: The Marine 
Paymaster for the time being is appointed to license such small 
presents and like articles as shall be sent to Europe by any in- 
habitant of the island, and likewise the private trade to be allowed 
to the officers of the ships. And he is directed to keep a register 
book of the same to be transmitted to England by every ship.^ 

In consequence of the continued desertion of seamen on the 15th 
August 1735, the Bombay Council direct: The Marine Paymaster 
represents to the Board that several of our seamen have deserted this 
season and most of them in boats taken from the shore which it has 


JBom. Goy. Consiiltetiott nth July 1733, Pub. Diary 5 of 1732-33, 155-156. 
Forrest s Home Senes, II. S3. > ■» 

= Born. Got. Consultation 3rd Ang. 1733, Pub. Diary 6 of 1732-33 166 
3 Bom. Got. Consultation 31st Aug, 1733, Pub. Diary 5 of 1782-33, 183 ■ 184. 
Consultation 27thSejt. l734, Pub. Diary 7of 1734 169 
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been customary to haul up above the high-water mark and leave 
them all night without any people to watch them. As we are but 
bare of seamen we can ill afford to lose any of them. To prevent 
therefore any more getting away in this manneryit is agreed to 
give public notice forbidding any boat being left ashore after sunset 
and imposing a penalty of Rs. 200^ to be paid by the owners of the 
ship such boat shall belong to^ for every mariner belonging to our 
vessels who shall escape in her. This sum we judge will reimburse 
tlie Honourable Company the charge they are at in sending mariners 
out. The like forfeiture is to be paid by the owner of any fishing 
boat which being suffered to lie on shore after sunset shall be the 
means of any of the mariners getting off the islands 

In the matter of the increase of the Bombay fleet, a Consnltation 
of the 5th December 1735 records : The Chief and Factors at Surat 
having sent us twm large boats belonging to Manekji If avrojb which 
had been valued there at Rs. 3000 and our carpenters differing 
very little in their report of them^^ it is agreed to take them at that 
price, paying also Rs, 125| for the charges of sailing them hither 
as otherwise we must have paid freight for the goods they brought.^ 

A fortnight later the Diary of the 1 9th December records: 
Being advised that Sambhaji Angria and Khem Sdvant have come 
to terms of peace and intend to join their fleets, we do not think it 
prudent to venture less than four of our vessels to cruise off the 
enemy^s ports. But as it is necessary that the Commissary should 
proceed early to Mokha to begin the provision of coffee for the 
ship that may arrive there from England next season, it is directed 
that the four cruisers now in port be returned as soon as possible 
to the southward to watch the motion of the enemy and protect 
the trade.® 

The following statement shows the Marine Charges of 


Marine OhargeSf 


Ho* 

Vessels*. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

March, 

April. 

May. 

June, 

1 

Victoria Frigate 

Rs. 

C642 

Rs. 

3396 

Rs. 

1231 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

2 

Neptune G-rab 

1860 

1965 


■ 637. 

^67 

■ ...■ ■ 

3 

Frince of H’aies Galley... 

404 

6780 

786 

■ ■ ■ 



4 

King George Galley 

■MB ' 

6968 

998 

415 

2739 


5 

Frincens Caroline Galley, 

403 

3780 

1149 

433 

■ 2683- 

... 

G 

Roue Galley 

877 

8580 

573 




7 

Salamander Bomb Ketch 

813 

263 

877 

236 

1287 

■ ... 

8 

Galivats and Boats 

1958 

1933 

1943 

1910 

1485 


B 

Bandar Charges ... 

584 

488 

479 

429 

401 


10 

BuiMirjg the Grab 

3537 

675 

" ' ■ ■ 

■ "-I 


11 

Surat Factory ... 

177 

207 

‘**75 

4 

' ' 1 


12 

Charges Extraordinary... 

613 

111 

489 

■' 


... 

13 ; 

On accoimt of the Sidi ... 

8085 

1000 

865 i 

2238 

*600 , 


14 

Tellicherry Factory 

91 


831 

... 


15 

Stores laid in 

65 

4929 

***24 

136 



le 

Mokha Commissary ...i 


5 


»•» 

... 


17 

Persia Agency 

... 

12,746 

*757 

8 

2321 


18 

Building the Hew Sloop, 


369 

320 

424 


10 

Defending Underi 

... 



... 




Total 

• 26,079 i 

48,826 

10,106 

’ 7486 

1^207 

... 


* Pub. Diary 8 of 176. ’ ® Pub.'Bary B of 17S4-35, '26a ^ 

^ Bom. Oov. Consultation mb Dm, 1736, Pub. Dhvf 8 of 1734-36, 83-284. 
^ Pub. Diary 8 of 1734-36 and 9 of 1736. 
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Marine Charges^ 17 So — continued. 


No 

1 Vessels, 

July. 

August. 

Sept, 

■ Oct. 

Nov, 

Deer. 


■ Victoria Fri^T.te ... 

Es, 

Rs. 

Rs. 

OSS 

Rs. 

’Rs 

Es. 

2366 

1 


6719 

1406 


2 

xseptimc {H'tib ... 

418 

506 

3123 

52‘J6 

1 0G> 

94 

2351 

cJ 

: Prince of WnUs (lalley... 



3 . "03 

10 

12 

4 

, Kinft George Galley 

389 

939 

3277 

13*^6 

35SS 

1872 

5 

6 

FrbiceHs CnroUm Galley . 
j ikm Galley 

806 

3013 

2292 

30 

1S8S i 

7 

J Sahutiandcr Bomb Ketch. 

403 

510 

7)72 

418 
■ 4678 


103.2 

8 

' Galivcfts and Boats 

1463 

800 

3247 


404 i 

9 

10 

j Bandar Cliari^es ... 

i Bnihling the Grab 

1112 

362 

325 

406 

437 

494 

11 

} Surat Factory ... 






*104 

12 

1 Ciiari^es ISxtr-iorclijiary , 




177 

‘*’68 . 
750 

416 

”*2G 

13 

14 

15 

i On account of the^Sidx 
j Tell j cherry Factory ...1 
i Stores laid in 


’ ‘”75 

*718 

777 

"*19 

16 

[ Mokha Gommissary , ... 




17 

1 Persia A.^'cncy ... 

297 

i569 

”300 

322 



18 

' Building' the New Sloop, 

' 8-. 





19 

j Defending Under! 

71 

*380 

. ... ■ ,j 

... 


O) «J 

814 

1 

Total 

4967 

k ' 

14,993 

19,238 1 

15,254 

210fJ 

10,713 


The 3rd September 1736 Mr. Thomas Stoneham writes to Govern- 
ment : Whereas jmur Honours last Council day were pleased to order 
me Purser Marine according to the Honourable Company's orders 
I humbly pray that your Honours would be pleased likewise to order 
that I may have the suppljdng (besides beef) all other stores ballast- 
mg and watering ships, together with an allowance of .salary diet- 
money house-rent and purvoes and palanquin coolies as the late and 
other purser marines have had heretofore.^ 

On receipt o£ this letter, 3rd September 1736, Government direct • 
That the Secretary acquaint Captain Thomas Stoneham that as at 
present we are ta,ken up with the despatch o! the Earrinaton io 
Bengal and preparing to send home the Britannia, we cannot spare 
time to make a separation and duly regulate the offices of marine^iav- 
master and purser marine which of late have been vested in one pe^on 
but the same wi properly be done when those ships are despatched' 
Also that we shad m the meantime, order the registers to he examined 
to find what has formerly been allowed a purser marine as such and 
that it is our orders he supply the Compauy^s vessels with flesh pro- 
visions and necessaries till we have leisure to make the proper re<ni]a- 
tions." lom> months later a Consultation o£ the Slst DeceWr 
records: The President lays before the Board instnictions to be 
observed by tlie marme_ paymaster and purser marine for the due 
execution of their r^peetive offices and a regulation of the prices tliev 
are to charge for the stores and provisions supplied by them These 
approved are now signed and ordered to foUow this Consulta- 

The Honom-able Court of Directors in their last commands having 
been p eased to order that the purser marine’s employ should lie separated 
from the marme paymaster’s pst, and you (Mr. komas Stouestreet) 
being appointed marme paymaster we have thought fit to give you 
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tbe following instnietions for your guidance in tbe discharge of your 
office. Our Honourable Masters haviDg judged proper to direct tliat the 
purser marine shall supply tiieir vessels and Europe ships with provi- 
sions and necessaries and Mr. Thomas Stoneham being nominated to 
that employ/; he must, monthly ' give you ' an exact and particular 
aeeoiiiit of what, he , furnishes each vessel. 'that the same ,inay,'. be 
inserted your monthly disbursements. '■ It must be yoiir care duly to 
, examine the same and to. see that whatever he delivers is gooi oi .its 
hind and that nothing is over-rated or charged at extravagant prices. 
For the better preventing abuse we hereby direct that the price of 
beef shall be five pice the pound and that all petty stores be charged at 
no more than the several rates specified in the list hereto annexed. 
These we are persuaded are as much or more than some of the black 
merchants are willing to contract with us for. As the two ofliees of 
marine paymaster and purser marine have hitherto been always 
blended togetiier and enjoyed by one person^ in order to prevent any 
disputes on their separation^ we have thought fit to order that the care 
of watering and ballasting tlie Company's vessels and providing timber 
and coir be committed to yon and be under your inspection and 
management. Ent Ave expect and hereby direct that no more be 
charged for them than the prime cost. And also oakum cajans and 
chunam which have been always provided at first hand for the Oom- 
pany'^s use and for the rafters and the like which you advance your 
OAvn money for and send ii]) the ri\'ers you are to charge the prices 
mentioned in the list annexed. The eaptaiiis or supra-cargoes of all 
Europe or country ships and all priAmte merchants must not be obliged 
to buy what proA'isions stores or necessaries they AA^ant either from you 
or from the purser marine. They shall have free liberty of purchasing 
them where and from whom they please that no just cause of complaint 
may bo given on that account. HereAvith you will likeAAuse reeewe 
copies of all standing orders relating to the marine Avhich Avill be a help 
to } ou in the execution of your office in Avhieh we strenuously recommend 
to you the utmost frugality. 

At the same time the folloAving instructions were issued to the 
purser marine Mr. Thomas Stoneham : Our Honourable Masters 
having thought proper to separate the office of purser marine from the 
marine paymaster's post^ and having nominated you to act as purser 
marino^ Ave judge fit to give you the following instructions for the 
more ready and duly executing the charge of that employ. The 
Court of I)irectors having ordered that you shall supply their vessels 
and Elurope ships with provisions and necessaries you are accordingly 
so to do and render an exact account monthly to the marine paymaster 
of what you deliver to each vessel that he may charge the same in his 
marine disbursements. But we hereby dhect that you charge no more 
than five pice a pound for what beef and pork you furnish their vessels 
Asith, as w'e are persuaded there is a rea»sonabIe profit to be Kaade at 
that rate ; and you must also take particular care that the provisions 
you deliA^er for the Company's cruiser’s are good of their kind. As 
the offices of marine paymaster ,and^ purser marine have hitherto been 
always blended together^ we .judge' .proper^'' in order to prevent mj 
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confusion or dispute on fchek separation, to order that the marine pay- 
master shall have the charge and direction of watering and ballasting 
the Oompany'^s vessels and of purchasing what timber and coir may bo 
wanted for their service. On this he is to charge no more than the 
prime cost except a small profit in lieu of risk for the money he 
advances and sends up the rivers to purchase rafters. All other 
necessaries^ which used formerly to he supplied by the mai’ine pay- 
master^ you may for the time to come furnish the Company's vessels 
with. But we hereby direct that you charge no more for them than 
the prices mentioned in the list herewith delivered you^ at which rates 
or something less several black merchants are willing to contract with 
us for them. So far as we know it has not been customary for the 
commanders or supra-cargoes of either Europe or country ships to be 
obliged to take their provisions or other necessaries from any particular 
person. How’-ever to prevent any ground of complaints on this head for 
the future we hereby direct that all commanders supra-cargoes and 
private merchants shall have full and free liberty to purchase whatever 
they may stand in need of where and from whom they please. On a 
strict examination of our registers and monthly disbursements it does 
not appear to us that any pay or allowance has ever l>een given to the 
purser marine as such. We therefore dare not venture to make you any 
stated allowance till we receive orders from our Honourable Employers 
to whom we have already represented your request on that subject.^ 

A Consultation of 10th December 1736 records: The President 
acquaints the Board that the marine paymaster hadj often represented 
to him the ruinous and decayed condition of the old Bandar where part 
of the marine stores have been kept^ which being built only of tatMs 
and eajdns occasioned great damage to the stores in the time of the 
rains and was continually liable to accidents by fire. As a part of the 


1 Instructions SOtli December 1736, Consultation 31sb December 1736, Pub. Diary 0 
of 1736, 621-522, 524-528. The details of the list referred to in the text are : 
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Rs. nrs. 

res. 

Europe Duck ... 

25 

0 

0 the bolt. 

Second sort Vejeloy 




Bengal Duek 

12 

0 

0 Do. 

Rafters 

1 

2 

40 the corgo- 

Good Beef or Pork ... 

Five pice the pound. 

Fourth sort Vejeley 




Salt Onrvens 

5 

0 

0 the corge. 

Rafters 

0 

3 

20 do. 

Salt Seer Ksh 

0 

3 

0 do. 

Duscatty 

0 

0 

00 the bundle. 

Mow 

4 

0 

0 the man^ 

Tattas 

0 

0 

20 do. 

Rattans 

0 

2 

50 the bundle. 

Lode Teak 

3 

0 

80 the i)iecc. 

Mats ... 

0 

1 

60 the piece. 

Barney 

0 

0 

64 do. 

Billet-'wcod 

1 

3 

0 the thousand. 

Small crooked Tim- 




Straw 

0 

2 

50 the 100 bundle. 

her 

4 

0 

0 the corge. 

Europe Twine 

0 

3 

0 the pound. 

Large ditto 

2 

0 

0 tliepiele. 

Bengal Lines and 




Large Bamboos 

0 

3 

20 the corge. 

Twine 

4 

0 

0 the man. 

Small ditto 

0 

0 

64 the bundle. 

First sort Rafteris, 




Rafters for Oars 

3 

2 

40 the corge. 

large Teak 

4 

0 

0 the corge. 

Kaintis and large 




Seof^iid sort Rafters, 




Sot^ ... t. 

0 

1 

92 the piece. 

largo Teak 

2 

0 

0 do. 

All timlxjr to bo labl 




Fourth sort Rafters, 




in on the Company’s 




large Teak 

1 

0 

0 de* 

account ... 

Prime cost. i 

First sort Vejeley 




Bombay Coir 

22 

2 

0 

Rafters 

a 

3 

50 do. 

M4him Coir 

20 

0 

0 


Vejeley is perhaps vizdli wood. Duscatty is perhaps tezkdthi a bar^e pole. See 
Bombay Town Materials, IL 
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said building lias lately fallen down^ the President lays before the Board 
a plan of such warehouses as are necessary for lodging the said stores^ 
to be built with stone and cJwmam and cohered with tiles, the charge 
whereof it is computed will amount to about Rs. 3000. The Board 
being convinced of the absolute necessity of such eonVenieneies and 
having reason to believe that the expense will be saved to the Honour- 
able Company in a few years in the stores, it is agreed that the 
said warehouses be forthwith set about and the land paymaster is 
directed to see that all possible frugality be observed and endeavour 
that the expense do not exceed the sum computed^ 

A Consultation of the 11th October 1737 records : The President 
observes to the Board that the duty of captain commandant having 
been rendered very fatiguing through the constant attendance given 
by him and issuing daily orders to the outposts garrisoned upon the 
island, he had requested the President in some measure to ease him 
by appointing an adjutant, for which employ he had recommended 
Ensign Peter Termin as a capable and deserving person which the 
Board now agrees to. ^ 

The 27th September 1738 Government write to Commodore Bag- 
well: In obedience to the orders of our Honourable Masters you have 
already been appointed Commodore of all the marine force belonging 
to this Presidency by the Presidents Commission bearing date the 6th 
of July last. The same day, 27th September 1738, the Commodore 
writes to Government : In the instructions given me by the Honour- 
able the Court of Directors relating to my present station, they assure 
me they have wrote your Honour and Council to allow me one 
hundred pounds sterling for wine during my said employ. As your 
Honours are now sending me out on the cruise, I beg leave to 
apply to you for payment of said allowance. This allowance was 
accordingly agreed to and the money ordered to be paid.^ 

A Consultation of the llth May 1739 records: Captain Stoneham 
applying by letter for his appointment by the Honourable Company 
of Rs. 80 a month for his salary and diet since his entry into office, 
with an allowance for house-rent and palanquin coolies, and the marine 
paymaster'^s post being abolished, he requests we will order him the 
marine house for the use of the purser marine, as heretofore always 
customary* This request being taken into consideration the Board 
agrees that he be i>aid the arrears due to him according to the Honour- 
able Company's orders since his commencing purser marine, and an 
allowance of Rs. 20 a month for house-rent. But that he has no 
pretensions to be allowed for palanquin coolies. And as to the marine 
house, that the same is at the ‘ disposition of the Superintendent of 
Marine in right of his office, the purser marine having hitherto been a 
covenant servant generally of an high station in the service, which is 
not Mr. Stoneham^s case.^ 


J Bom. Gov. Consnltation lOth Dec, 1736, PuB. Diary 0 of 1736, 477. 

® Bom. Gov. Consultation llth Oct. 1737,' Fuh# I^ary 10 of 1730-377 243-244. 
Diary 11 of 1737-3S, 221-222. ' . 

^ Bom, Gov* Oonsuitation llth May 1739,, Fnb. Diary 12 of 1738-39, ISO- 181, 
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The EStli August 1739, the following* general instructions wore 
issued to the Commanders of the Honourable Gompaiij^s vessels: 
During* any cruise you shall be directed to make or at any station you 
shall be ax:)pointed to by the President or Supermtendent of Marine, you 
are to follow all such orders as you shall receive signed by the Super- 
intendent for your management or conduct observing (when you shall 
not by such be otherwise directed) these for your general mstructions. 
In the first |)lace you are to take care to keep up the service of God 
on board the vessel you command according to the liturgy of 
the Cliureli of England that the same be devoutly and decently per- 
formed every Lord^s Day and on all other appointed seasons as often 
as can be done with conveniency. And be very strict in observing a 
good decorum and discipline among your ship'^s company, severely 
punishing all profaneness or blas]3hemers of God^s holy name and on 
no account permit gaming of any sort. Keep) your vessel always in a 
posture of offending as well as defending. And speak witliand examine 
all vessels make that are not of superior force to you, taking out 
of such belonging to any Prince or State all British subjects you shall 
find on board them. You are to take, burn, sink, or otherwise destroy 
all Sliivajis or other pirates infesting this coast, such as Angina Karo i*ao 
of Antigerali commonly cruising to the southward as well as the Sanga- 
rian Kolis or other rovers harbouring to the northward and commonly 
cruising on that coast and sometimes as far as the gulf of Mokha and 
Persia, that you at any time meet with, bringing hither such people^s 
vessels and goods as you take. All ships and vessels of the Sidi^s 
fleet or otherwise belonging to the Moghal Emperor, as also all such 
ships or vessels belonging to Bajirao or Chimndji Apa, you are 
civilly to examine so as not to give them disgust ; and if they prove 
to belong to the Peshwa or Moghal give them no molestation, but any 
aid or assistance they stand in need of. Khem Savant who has a port 
betw’-eeii Vengurla rocks and Goa is at peace with us and at war with 
Angiia. When you meet his fleet they will send a galivat with green 
colours to speak with you and you are to treat them as friends. Siioiild 
they offer to join you and go against Angria you are to permit them, 
but always under your command. You are further hereby ordered to 
protect and defend and give convoy to all ships and vessels under 
English colours duly licensed to wear them and to no other excepting 
such as by accident shall falLinto your company and be able to keep 
w'ay with you, but not to lose time by shortening sail or seeing them 
into ports or any deviation whatsoever. That any time yon meet with 
any vessels of war or merchandize under red colours, though they may 
p>retend to belong to the Sidi or Bajirdo, if you have reason to suspect 
that they are not what they pretend, but enemies, you are to bring 
them here. Your sirangs and tindals will be best able to inform you 
on this matter, as they know and can distinguish the SkFs subjects 
or vessels from all others that frequent these seas. The British 
poldiers and seamen who desert from this island having usually taken 
service in the ships belonging to Bengal and Madras, vainly flattering 
themselves that by taking such seiwice they were screened from our 
aiitliority and the punishments due to their crimes, to discountenance 
as much as in us lies a practice of such evil tendency to tlie safety and 
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welfare of this Government, we hereby authorize you to seize all sueli 
deserters when and wheresoever you meet them, taking care to 
secure them in a proper manner until you have an opportunity to 
report them to us or the Superintendent. Eor the better executing* of 
these our orders . and keeping up an exact register of all deserters, which 
I'ou are to do on board your ship, you will have a list given you of their 
Barnes and you are to do the like to the other commanders for all 
those; that may desert from , youi‘ own Bhip, certifying when and 
where and how many go at a time; and report the sanne like- 
wise to the Superintendent. Also whereas we are given to un- 
derstand that an ill use is miade of our indulgence in permitting 
you to sell arrack to your ship^s company, iiisomueh that the 
remainder of their allowances is not sufficient to provide them eomnion 
necessaries and from thence they become discontented and mutinous 
and are induced at last to desert, we hereby strictly enjoin you upon pain 
of dismission not to sell more than one bottle a day to a mess of five 
men and in proportion to a mess of four or three. Neither are jou to 
demand or receive more than Es, 1| the gallon on the like penalty. 
You are not to discharge or exchange any of your seamen nor to prefer 
them to posts of trust and better pay, nor to discharge any warrant 
officer wnthoiit leave first obtained from the President or Superintendent. 
And, as in eases of infidelity disobedience or incapacity you have power 
of suspension, you are not to proceed any further without leave 
first obtained as above. You have our permission to enlist as 
many able men as you can, reporting them to the Superintendent. But 
bewmre of encouraging any of the seamen belonging to the Europe 
ships to desert on pain of our severest censure ; and- this you must 
likewise give in charge to all the officers belonging to your ship. In 
ease of a vacancy happening by the death or suspension of a warrant 
officer you may recommend those you think best (jualified to fill uj> 
sueli vacancies ; but they are not to receive any advance in their pay 
till they are confirmed by the President or Superintendent. We have 
thought fit to appoint a person to be on board you as a steward or 
purser who is to have the immediate charge of all tlie Company's pro- 
visions and is to be accountable to the Superintendeiit for the same and 
we in an especial manner recommend to you that no waste or embezzle- 
ment be made of the ammunition and stores in general and that all 
stores and provisions be carefully preserved on such penalties and 
punishment on the offender as shall be judged reasonable and the crime 
may deserve.'^ 

At the close of 1739, seeing the necessity of increasing their marine 
force, Government resolved that a grab be set on foot of the following 
dimensions, to wit : 90 feet by the keel, 80 feet by the beam, and 12 
feet and 8 inches in the hold to carry 20 guns (10 in a line) besides 
her prow guns. Her cost is computed nearest at that of Britannia 
grab.® 


1 Sec. Oat. li. B, S of 17S8, 108-110. 

® Bom, Gov. CoasttitatipE TBik Deo. Vi$% Pab. IXary 12 of -17^3-89^ iSO. 
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Three months later at a Consultation on the 22nd March 17 40 Gov- 
ernment observe : The evident and growing demands there are o£ encou- 
raging our marine force for the security of our navigation, keeping the 
enemy in respect, and answering the contingencies of convoys and expedi- 
tions to the gulfs ofMokha and Persia being thoroughly considered of, it 
is agreed that it is highly necessary that another grab be set on the stocks 
without loss of time ; her dimensions to answer and be exactly the same 
W'ith those of the grab resolved on in Council the 18th December last.^ 

A Consultation of the 26th February 1741 records : Our disappoint- 
ment of a supply of men from England and the number of vessels we 
have to provide seamen for calls upon us to think of the means for 
procuring as many seamen as possible. As we are told many of those 
who came in the last detachment from Bengal have been bred to the 
sea and that with, some encouragement they might be prevailed on to 
enter into the marine service, it is agreed that we give a license to the 
commanders of the cruizers to offer a bounty of three months^ pay to 
such as will voluntarily engage to serve for the term of three years. ^ 

Finding seamen again disappearing on the 21st August 1741 Gov- 
ernment issue the following order to Captain George Jackson Com- 
mander of the Nassau : The President and Council being informed that 
no less a number than twelve of our European mariners are missing, 
it is their order that you on no account entertain any of said people in 
your ship ; and if any are now on board send them instantly on shore ; 
nor must you presume to carry any person away without previous 
permission.^ 

After inspecting the fleet on the 8th October 1741 the Commodore 
writes, that having in person repaired on board the several vessels, he 
thinks them entirely clear and in a proper posture for defence nor does 
he apprehend they are to be rendered better.^ 

At a Consultation on the 29th October 1741 the Board record the 
following opinion on the necessity of strengthening the Fleet : Reflect- 
ing on the insufficiency of our^ present marine force to the many in- 
dispensable calls for good vessels that our situation naturally subjects us 
to, as well as on the decayed condition of the Prince of Wales and Rose 
gallics who are by no means proper for the cruizing service, we are of 
opinion our Honourable Masters cannot be displeased with our building 
another vessel to answer these purposes. Wherefore it is agreed that 
one be immediately set on the stocks and committed to the charge of 
Lavji, our head carpenter, of the following dimensions : keel 90 feet, 
beam 30, depth in the hold 14|, and to carry 11 guns in a line. But 
that she may be better able to proceed on voyages to Mokha or Persia, 
w^e judge it will be most eligible to make her ship-fashion with a head 
though not so full bowed as to obstract her sailing. And the Super- 
intendent is directed to contract for the timber at the first hand 


^ Bom. Gov. Consnltation 22iid March 1740, Fub. Diary 13 of 1739-40, 132. 

\ Bom. Gov. Consultation 26th Feb. 1741, I'ub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 98. 

® Government order to the Commander of the Nassau^ Sec. Out. L. B. 8 of 1738 • 
1741. 4 ^ ^ 1740-41, 401. 
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(making a report to us) and see to her being finished with the greatest 
frugality/ 

A Consultation of the 12th February 1742 records : During the 
present season on frequent occasions our military officers were on com- 
mand on board the vessels. As their presence seems very necessary to 
preserv^e the soldiers in good order when in two of the largest grabs the 
detachment consists of 40 men each, some allowance must be made to 
the lieutenant in charge. Besolv^ accordingly that in future a 
lieutenant while on command be allowed Es. 22 and an ensign Rs, 15 
the month for the extraordinary expense of a table/ 

At the close of 1742 as the necessity of keeping up a special marine 
force seemed no longer to exist, agreeably to the Court*^s orders, Gov- 
ernment, at a Consultation of 26th November 1742, resolve that the 
marine force shall consist of the Bombay and Restoration grabs, Trial 
sloop. Triumph and Defiance prahms with all the galivats. That the 
remaining vessels, namely Success and Rose galleys, Neptune’s Prize, 
and Salamander bomb ketch be disposed of for the most they will yield. 
That any persons are at liberty to give in their proposals and the sale 
to be absolutely made on the 25th of March next ensuing. And as by 
this resolution there is a surplus of officers, it is ordered the number be 
i*educed proportionable to the vessels, nor is tbe pay to be continued but 
to such as are in actual service on board/ 

Nearly three months later the Diary of the 16th February 1743 re- 
cords : The marine paymaster presents two lists, one shewing the num- 
ber of officers and seamen now on board the craizers and the other what 
is proposed for each vesseFs fixed complement in future. This last is 
approved and confirmed. But though the number of Europeans now on 
board are more than what is therein specified w^hich may also in future 
happen according as supplies are sent from England, yet to provide 
against the fixed complement being diminished by death desertion or 
oSier ways, any supernumerary Europeans ought to be continued but 
the number of lasears and topasses must not be increased unless 
Eixropeans are wanted to keep up the complement now settled. Ordered 
ihe abovementioned two lists follow this Consultation/ 

Within a year, 13th March 1743 and 30th March 1744, para. 23, the 
Court of Directors twice approve of the reduction made at Bombay in the 
maiine force. The Court write : With satisfaction vre observe that our 
marine was duly reduced agreeable to our orders, except in employing 
the Neptune’s Prim instead of a sloop which you promise shall not 
occasion an exceeding in the expense ; we therefore have no objection 
thereto if the continuance of that vessel was judged requisite.® 

On the subject of deserters in their letter of the 13th March 1743 the 
Court write : Having considered the groat damage the Company suffer 


* Pub. Diary 14 of 174041, 438. ^ ^jaiy 15 of 174142, 90 - 91. 

^ Bom. 00V. Consultation 26th. Nov. 1742, Pi6b. ifetry 15 of 174142, 560. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 16th Feb. 1740, Pnb. Ifey 16 of 1743, 41. 'For, the tets 
see Ditto 43 - 46. ' 

® Fub. Dep, CourFs Betters ¥ol, 3 el 1742 Ti. , ■ ' ' ■ ■ '■ " " • • 
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and the danger that may befall Onr settlements in India by the desertion 
of onr soldiers and seamen^ we have come to a resolution that the 
Commanders of any of our ships seducing away or conniving at any of 
the Company's soldiers or seamen coming on board iieir ships, or not 
delivering them to the settlement they belong to or to such other of 
the Company's settlements as lie in their way after their despatch 
from any place, such Commanders shall be dismissed from onr service, 
A clause is inserted accordingly in each of the Captains^ instructions to 
deter them from such a practice; but in ease it has not the desired 
effect, be sure to acquaint us that so we may show a proper resentment. 
On the arrival of any Europe ship from our other settlements, require 
of the Captain to inform yon if he has any of our deserted soldiers or 
seamen on hoard. If he has, let him know that his refusing to deliver 
them up to you, must be at his peril.-^ 

On the 20th February 1752 Government write to the Court: 
We must request tliat a larger portion of mariners may be sent in 
our recruits as many are dead and a great number who have served 
out their time are uneasy that they are not discharged. Our marine 
is very weak.^ 

In their letter of the 4th March 1752 the Court direct : In order to 
alleviate the heavy expense of our marine we have upon mature con- 
sideration resolved and do accordingly order and direct that a duty of 
one per cent (over and above all other duties) be levied and paid to the 
Company on the value of all goods wares and merchandise whatsoever 
(treasure excepted) imported and exported at Bombay and Surat in 
ships hired of the Company and in all country ships and vessels what- 
soever that are entitled to our protection and wear English colours. 
With this proviso that you do not levy the said duty on shibars 
galivats and boats that supply the island of Bombay with timber, wood, 
fruits, grain, cattle, or provisions of any kind from the adjacent rivers 
and countiy. You must give directions to the proper oiEcers for the 
regular and due collection of the said duty, calling it in your accounts 
a convoy duty and you must return to us an account of the annual 
amount thereof, at the same time that you send an account of our other 


revenues.* 
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^ Court to Bombay lEth Mar. 1743 and 30th March 1744 paras 27 - 29, Pub, Dep. 
Courtis Letters Vol. 3 of 1742 - 1751, 34, 80. 

^ ^ Pub, Dep. Letters to the Court VoL 2, of 1749-1754, 159. 

3 Court to Bombay 4th March 1752 paras 84, 85, Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters VoL 4 
of 1752 - 1756, 15. Compilation Qf Standing Orders Vol. 1 of 1715 - 1721, 160. 
Niebuhr (1763) writes (Low’s History of the Indian Navy, I. 174) : The Bombay 
Government maintained eight or ten small ships of war with a number of armed barhs, 
which are much employed in convoying the Company’s ships and country vessels from 
port to port for which service, he adds, the natives are obliged to pay very dear. 
About the same time (1766) regarding Bombay supplies Mr. Forbes (Or. Memoirs, 
I. 22) writes : From being situated only a few miles from the Mardtha shores and 
still nearer the fertile island of SMsette the markets (of Bombay) are daily supplied 
from thence with all the necessaries of life ; for so circumscribed, so rocky, and so 
unequal is the surface of Bombay itself that it only produces a sufficiency of grain in 
one year to supply its population for six weeks. Yet each spot that will admit of 
cultivation and not occupied by houses is sown with rice or planted with cocoanut 
trees which in extensive woods lend their friendly shade to thousands of neat cottages 
and form delightful rides, impervious to a tropical sun. 
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On the 5th April 1754, with a riev^ to put the marine on a footing 
which would ensure protection against any injury from Angria and 
other pirates, the Court write : Haring with great attention con- 
sidered the present siate of our marine force at Bombay and the 
necessity of putting it upon such a footing as may best ans^ver the 
purposes of securing our property and protecting the commerce upon 
the Malabar coast against the insults and depredations of Angria and 
other piratical people, many of whom are possessed of a number of 
eruizers of considerable force and Angria in pariicular being at present 
a very formidable and dangerous enemy, we find it necessary as well to 
make some alterations therein as to .fix the exact plan, of our marine 
force for the future. The marine force- which we apprehend will be 
necessary to be kept up at Bombay to effectually answer the before- 
mentioned purposes is to- be composed of four capital vessels, four 
ketches or sloops, and ten galivats. As the Protector is very unfit for 
the cruising service, and as altering her will be attended with a heavy 
expense, and probably will not answer at last, we therefore direct that 
another cruiser be built in her stead with all convenient despatch of 
about one hundred feet keel to mount her twenty twelve-pounder 
guns. This done, the Protector is to be disposed of at Bombay or else- 
where in the East Indies in such a manner as will be most advantageous 
to us. But she is on no: pretence whatever to be disposed of so as to 
return to England again, nor is she to besoM to any foreigner in the 
East Indies, unless it & to a native or natives of India, to be employed 
in the East Indies only, and that not without the consent and approba- 
tion of the President and Council at that settlement where she shall be 
disposed of. This you must strictly observe yourselves, and take par- 
ticular care to adrise to our other Presidencies of in case you shall 
determine upon sellingher at any other place than at Bombay. If the 
Protector cannot be disposed of for her full value at Bombay, you are 
to give her a full loading of cotton on our account for Bengal and 
direct her to be disposed of at that settlement. But previous to the 
disposal of her at Bombay or her proceeding- elsewhere for that pur- 
pose, she is to be dismantM as a cruiser, and all such guns and stores 
are to be taken out of her as the Superintendent of the Marine shall 
think proper. You are likewise hereby directed to build another capi- 
tal cruiser as soon as possible of such dimensions as you the President 
and Council with the advice of the Superintendent of the Marine shall 
think proper to mount eighteen short nine-pounder guns. And as the 
Guardian is represented to us as a prime sailer, but for want of 
breadth requires a great quantity of dead weight in her bottom to 
enable her to cany sail upon a wind, and even then is obliged to haul 
in her lee guns, you are hereby directed to reduce her masts and yards 
and girdle her, which we are assured will render her an effectual and 
good cruiser. The Bombay grab is to remain as she is, excepting only 
that she is to have a set of short guns instead of those she now mounts. 
The Drake ketch we are informed wants no^ alteration excepting the 
changing her long guns for short ones, which you are to supply her 
with whenever you have any fit for the purpose. The Defence ketch and 
the sloops and Content e^e to continue as they are. The 

Tyger schooner being very old and sailing ill is to be entirely laid aside 
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as a COTiser^ as soon as yon have completed the number of ten galivats 
and either disposed or employed in some other more suitable manner. 
With regard to galivats we would, as is mentioned before, have ten 
which are to be the Sharkey Dolphin^ Bwift^ two of which were upon 
the stocks when Captain Hough left Bombay, and five small ones to 
be built i£ not already done. But as the Sharke and Dolphin are 
almost worn out, instead of rebuilding them, they are to be used as they 
are as long as they are fit for service and then replaced by two small 
ones. Our intention is to have ten galivats only and all of them small 
ones of about twenty tons each, which number is to be constantly kept up. 
Having thus acquainted you with the number sizes and the particular 
vessels of which our fleet is to be formed, we refer you to the follow- 
ing state thereof as a fmiiher explanation of our meaning. In tins are 
inserted the number of the persons to be employed in each vessel, a num- 
ber which must not be exceeded unless on very extraordinary occasions, 
and then only snch an additional number of soldiers are to be sent on 
board as the particular service may require.^ The details are : 


Bomhay Mmine, 1754. 


Bombay Marine. 

Ton- 

nage. 

Bnrope 

Officers. 

Chris- 

tian 

ropasses 

Lascars 

or 

Country 

Sailors. 

Soldiers. 

Total 

Soldiers 

and 

Seamen. 

Guns. 

New Cruiser, 100 feefc keel,,. 


100 

20 

40 

40 

200 

Guns, 

20 

Pounders, 

13 

Bomhatf Grab 

Guardian Ship 

m 

80 

16 

34 

31 

161 

18 

9 

m 

80 

16 

34 

31 

161 

20 

0 

New Cruiser 


80 

16 

34 

31 

163 

18 

9 

Brake Ketch 

320 

40 

10 

24 

20 

94 

14 

6 

B«fmee Ketch 

70 

16 

10 

1C 

18 

60 

12 

4 

Bespateh Sloop 

65 

16 

6 

14 

18 

54 

12 

4 

CoTiUmt Sloop 

50 

8 

6 

14 

18 

46 

8 

4 

Sharke Gall vat 

38 

6 

6 

20 

16 

48 

{ 6 

3 

2 

Bolphin Galivat 

37 

6 

6 

20 

16 

48 

a 

3 

3 , . 

Swifi Galivat 

16 

2 


14 

11 

27 

1 

One new Galivat 

20 

2 

2 

16 

11 

31 

ij 

1 4 

2 

1 

One new Galivat 

20 

2 

2 

16 

11 

31 

2 

Five small Galivats to be 
built if not already done... 

20 

2 

2 

16 

13 

31 

1 

2 

1 


In the same letter, 5th April 1754f, the Com-t continue : We are 
aware that it is a custom to discharge the lascars when our vessels are 
unrigged generalljr about the middle of May and to impress them 
again at the beginning o! August, being the time of rigging the 
vessels for the sea. This practice gives the two Angi-ias and others 
opportunity to get our best men from us, and in fact navigate their 
cinisem and fight us with our own people which are the best men they 
have in both respects. We are also informed the saving is inconsidera- 
ble, because for the want of ihese people you ai-e obliged to pay day- 
labourers in the Bandar and Marine yards for what work the lascai-s so 
discharged would do if kept in pay. You are therefore for the future to 
keep the lascars belonging to our cruisers in pay the year round ; and 
when they are not on hoard, they are to be employed in the Marine and 


‘ W64 paras 23 to 36, Pub.Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 4 

01 1/OOj 14:0 * X*xl« 
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Bandar yards and wlierever else tliey may be most useM to ns. Tins 
will be attended witli tliis advantage that tbey will be ready on all 
emergencies,^ 

In the same letter^ 5tli April 17 54^^ they add ; Captain Samuel 
Hongli immediately upon his arrival at Bombay is to enter upon the 
duty o£ Lis office or post of Superintendent of Marine agreeable to the 
beforegoing regulations. He is to have an allowance of £250 a year 
which is to be in full for salary^ diet^ palanquin^ servants^, house-rent, 
and all other appointments whatsoever. But as a house near the Dock 
and Marine yard will be very convenient for him, when one so situated 
belonging to the Company can be spared^ he is to have the option of 
living in it ; and then the sum of Es. 240 must be annually deducted 
from his beforementioned allowance. In case of the death or absence 
of Captain Hough the post or office of Superintendent of the Marine 
is to be filled provisionally by the Master Attendant for the time, being 
until our further pleasure is signified to you, and in such ease you are 
to appoint another Master Attendant likewise provisionally.^ 

Of the Bombay Marine in 1754, on the occasion of his first 
visit to Bombay at the time of the expedition against Gheria, 
Dr. Edward Ives write : Our East India Company had here one ship 
of forty guns., one of twenty, one grab of eighteen guns, and seveml 
other vessels ; more also were building.^ Eegarding ship-building at 
the same time he adds : Bombay is the most convenient place in the 
Indies for careening large ships. It has a good dock for small ships 
now (1754) being improved. On his return to Bombay in January 
1758 Dr. Ives found a dock for 70-gun ships completed.^ 

In March 1756 the Marine Superintendent Captain Samuel Hough 
writes to Government : As we have been so successful as to burn all 
TuMji Angria'^s fleet and have taken all his forts from him so that he 
is entirely destroyed, I beg leave to recommend to your Honours^ 
consideration the reducing the marine expense in the following 
manner : The Protector to be dismantled and laid aside until such time 
as advices may arrive from England, when, should there be no war 
with Prance, she is to be sold out of the Honourable Company's ser- 
vice as she sails at a very great expense and she does not go so well as 
either the Revenge or Bombay grab and is not of so much real service. 
The Swallow to be relieved from Gombroon by the Brahe and sold as 
we shall always be" able to spare one of the cruisers as a guardship to 
that factoiy so long as it may be thought necessary to keep one there. 
The Despatch sloop to he sent to Surat in the place of the Content as 
she sails much better and has had a thorough repair and will last much 
longer. The Content sloop to be paid off and reduced to a luggage- 
boat which in my humble opinion will answer much better to the 
Honourable Company than selling her. The Triumph prahm to be 
paid off and laid up till such time as the service may require her being 
fitted up again as a bomb vessel which she is e&tremely fit for as she is 

^ Court to Bomlm 5tli April 1754 para S7, Fot. Bep. Courtis letters Yol. 4 of 
I762f-1756, 142. 

® Court to Bomtsaj 5tli April 1754 paras 4%- 41* Courtis IQotfew Vol, 4 of 

1752 - 1756, 14a ^ how’s Hl#pry of Iho ludto L I74r 

JDr. Ivos’ Voyage from England to 3S| 3£fe '' ■ ■ y-' ’ 
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a perfect bed o£ timber and will be serviceable in that way for a great 
many years ; and was she to be sold^ she would fetch little or nottiing 
as she is quite flat bottomed and a mere shell of a vessel. The. 
Hardwicke, Warren, ^u&.Tjively to be paid off and delivered up to their 
respective owners and all the fishing boats fitted out on the expedition 
to be discharged as soon as possible. On receipt of this letter^ at a 
Consultation on the 9th March 1756^ Government direct : Bead a letter 
from Mr. Samuel Hough^ Superintendent^ proposing a reduction of the 
marine. This being approved he is ordered to give the necessary 
directions for that purpose as soon as he may be enabled by the arrival 
of the respective vessels.^ 

Two months later the diary of the 18th May records : Bead a 
letter from Mr. Samuel Hough^ Superintendent, enclosing lists of the 
commanders and officers belonging to the marine. He represents that 
our resolution of the 9th March last for reducing the number of 
eruizers will occasion the dismission of three second and seven third 
lieutenants. Besides he proposes to reduce several of the commanders 
and senior lieutenants and proposes a method of employing them to the 
Honourable Company's advantage by stationing them on board such 
vessels as are to remain in the service. Besolved, as we learnt by 
private overland advices received the lOth instant by the Neptune, that 
affairs between us and the French in Europe as to peace or war were 
altogether uncertain, that all the marine officers be employed as proposed 
till farther advices are received.^ 

As regards the supply of cables a Consultation of the 10th August 
1756 records: It being impracticable to make cables and extremely 
difficult even to make small rope for the marine during the rains, the 
Superintendent reports that it is absolutely necessary to cover the rope 
walk that the people maybe enabled to work constantly. The Superin- 
tendent and Mr. Spencer propose, if we do not think proper to do it 
at the Company's expense, that they will undertake it themselves if we 
will allow Bs. 2 the khandi to be laid upon all cordage made therein 
till they are reimbursed, or to be otherwise regulated by us hereafter 
when they and we can judge how the above allowance will turn out. 
Esteeming it most for our Honourable Masters^ interest, as the allow- 
ance is so very low and inconsiderable, that those gentlemen should 
cover the rope walk, their proposal is accordingly accepted.^ 

Next year (1757) a Consultation of the 1st March records : Messrs. 
Spencer and Hough representing that they find it necessary that Bs.. 2 
more the khandi should be laid on all the cordage made in the rope 
walk to defray the expense of roofing it, as the Bs, 2 a khandi now 
allowed in consequence of our Besolution of the lOth August last 
(1756) will not near reimburse them, and that they shall annually lay 
an account thereof before the Board till they are cleared, it is agreed 
that they be permitted to charge accordingly,^ 

Of the proposed reduction to the marine force, on the 4th May 1757, the 
Court write ; Although your success in taking Gheria with the entire 


1 Pub. Diary 29 of 1756, 116, 120-121. -Pub. Diary 29 of 1756, 221, 226-228. 

3 Pub. Diary 29 of 1756, 296-297* About the same time, 1754, Dr. Ives (Voyage 
from England to India, page 33) mentions the very good rope-yard in Bombay. 

4 Pub, Diary 30 of 1757, 64. 
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destruction o£ Aiigria^s fleets would at another time have made it 
prudent and necessary to have reduced our marine force, the unhappy 
event of a French war for the present forbids it. You must therefore 
continue the marine upon our last establishment until you have our 
further orders. Your intentions for reducing our marine expenses in 
the manner pointed out by the Superintendent were very commendable, 
and it would have given us great satisfaction if circumstances would 
have admitted of their being carried into execution. However we 
must earnestly recommend the utmost economy in the management of 
this unavoidably expensive branch of our affairs that the expenses may 
be kept within as moderate and reasonable bounds as circumstances 
can possibly admit of 

As regards the state and disposition of the marine force a Consulta- 
tion of the 2lst August 1759 records: Read a letter from the 
Superintendent, enclosing the state of the marine force, aj^pointed by 
our Honourable Masters together with the present disposition of it, 
also a division of the whole (including the vessels taken from the Sidi) 
disposed in such manner as he thinks will best answer the service at 
this Presidency and Surat, which division being approved, he is ordered 
to proceed accordingly.^ The following statements give the details : 


B(mbay Marme^ 1754> 


N£anes. 

Euro-* 

peans. 

Christian 

Topasses. 

Soldiers, 

Lascars. 

Soldiers 

and 

Sailors, 

Guns. 







Guns. Pds, 

New Cruizer, 100 feet keel 

100 

20 

40 

40 

200 

20 

12 

Bomlcty Grab 

80 

16 

31 

34 

161 

18 

9 

Ourdian Ship 

80 

16 

31 

34 

161 

20 

9 

New Cruizer 

80 

16 

31 

34 

IGl 

18 

9 

Drake Ketch 

40 

10 

20 

24 

94 

14 

6 

Defeme Ketch 

16 

10 

18 

16 

60 

12 

4 

Despatch Sloop 

16 

6 

18 

14 

54 

12 

4 

Content do 

8 

6 

18 

14 

46 

8 

4 

Sharke Galivat 

6 

6 

16 

20 

48 

7 

0 

Dolphin do 

6 

6 

16 

20 

48 

7 

0 

My do. 

2 

2 1 

11 1 

16 

31 

5 

0 

Swallow do 

2 i 

2 

11 ' 

36 

81 

5 

0 

0 

1 
CO 

1 2 


11 

14 

27 

B 

0 

One new do 

2 

2 

11 

16 

' 31 

6 

0 

Do, > f 

2 

2 

i 11 

16 

31 

5 

0 

Do. [To be built if not J 
jjg j already done, j 

Do. ) t. 

2 

2 

2 

2 

11 

11 

i w 

16 

31 

31 

^ B 

B 

0 

0 

2 

2 

11 

16 

31 

5 

0 

JV.B.--The Swallow was left to 








the discretion of the Board 
whether to continue her in 
the service or not 

20 . 

6 

33 

20 

79 

14 

0 

. ' . , Total 

468 

132 

360 

396 

13S6 ^ 

190 

0 
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Marlm Bomlay^ 1759, 


Names, 

Buropeaiis* 

--ir 

Christian 

Topasses. 

Lascars, 

Soldiers and 
Seamen. 

Guns. 








Guns, 

Pds, 

Protector Ship 


••• 

17 

10 

63 

80 

20 

0 

Bombay Grab 


— 

67 

16 

• ■ ■ 28 

111 

20 

9 

Guardian Ship 



47 

16 

35 

08 

20 

6 

Remntjc do. 


... ••• 

73 

16 

■ 34 

123 

20 

12 

Drake Ketch 



34 

10 

20 

70 

14 

6 

Success do. 


*fT Tt- 

17 

S 

18 

43 

12 

4 

Viper do. 


.... 

16 

6 

20 

42 

13 

4 

Fox do. 


•»* ... 

6 

6 

16 

28 

8 

4 

Defence, do. 


... ... 

12 

6 

la 

36 

8 

0 

Squirrel Galivat 



3 

6 

16 

■ 25'' 

6 

0 

Liody’s Prize Galivat 

••• *•* 

2 

6 

20 

28 

7 

0 

Dolphin 

do. 


2 

6 

1 20 

28 

7 

0 

Sharks 

do. 


2 

6 

20 

23 

7 

0 

Tyger 

do* 

... ... 

2 

2 

[ 16. 

20 

5 

0 

Fly 

do. 


2 

. 2 

i , 10 , 

; 20 

■ '$}■ 

0 

Swallow 

do. 

... 

2 

2 

! ' 10 

! 20 

.■' 5' 

0 

Swift 

do. 

... 

2 


j ■ , .14 

16 

. 5 

0 

Triumph Pralim 


Gombroon ( 

8 

6 

1 20 

29 

' ..12 

0 

Swalloto Galley 

... f 

Guard, •( 

16 

6 

1 '16 

37 

.'14 

0 

Speedwell Ship 

... i 

Ships. ( 

7 

6 

‘ 30 

■,■43, 

9 

0 



Total ... 

332 

141 

1 452 

926 

216 

0 



Marim exolmite 


Swrat MaHne^ 1759, 
Europeans. 5o^se8° 


Total 

Seamen. 


ISfames, 


SMis’ Grab now at Surat 
Fox Ketch. 

Squirrel Galivat 
Kaither Bm GaUvat 
Nmar^ do. 

Lio&ly's Prize do. ... 
Kmtiier Madut do. .« 
Amudy do. ... 

Fly do, .. 

Swalloto do, ... 


A Consultation of^the llth Aprfl 1760 records : Major Fraser repi-e- 
senting that the firing a morning and evening gun feom the Fort 
will be very useful and necessar;;f for the better regulating the duty 
of this garrison, we eoneur ther^. In order to obviate the expense 
attending it, whidh occasioned our Honourable Masters to take it offi, 
it is resolved that we salute no other ships or vessels but such as belong 
to His Majesty, the Honourable Company, or foreigners, that the 


Salutes. 

mo. 


Names. 


Europeans. 

Christian 

Topasses. 

Lascars. 

Total 

Seamen. 

Guns. 







Guns. 

Pds. 

Protector Ship 


17 

10 

63 

80 

20 

0 

Bombay Grab 

... 

67 

16 

28 

in 

20 

0 

Guardian Ship 

... 

47 

16 

35 

08 

20 

6 

lieoenge do. ... • ... 

... 

73 

16 

34 

123 

20 

12 

j)raJce Ketch 

... ... 

34 

10 

26, 

70 

14 

6 

Success do* 



17 

8 

18 

43 

12 

4 

Viper do 

... ... 

16 

6 

20 

42 

12 

4 

Defewe do. 

... ... 

13 

6 

18 

36 

8 

0 

Dolphin Galivat 

... ... 

2 

6 

20 

28 

7 

0 

SMrJee do. 


2 

6 

20 

28 

7 

0 

Tyger do. 

... 

2 

2 

16 

20 

6 

0 

Munh^iry do. 

... ... 

2 

6 

20 

28 

6 

0 

Yacoobkhany do. 

... *•» 

2 

6 

20 

28 

5 

0 

Swift do. ... _ 

... 

2 


14 

16 

5 

0 

Triumph Pmhm 



3 

6 

20 

29 

12 

0 


Total ... 

! 298 

120 

■1 

362 

780 

172 

0 
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same regulation be observcti at Tellicberry, Anfengo, Gombroon^ Port 
Victoria, and Onore, tliougli any of the country powers, or other parti- 
cular persons must be saluted as usual on their arrival and departure 
here and at any of the subordinates^ 

A Consultation of the 24th June 1760 records : Mr. Hough, Superin- 
tendent, tendering the roof over the rope walk agreed in Consultation 
of the 10th August 1756, at the price it has cost him. with interest there- 
on amounting to Es. 19,599-0-40, and we deeming it proper that it should 
be our Honourable Masters'^ order to prevent any disputes 

that may arise with people concerned about the charge oE Rs. 4 tlie hhandi 
laid on all coir worked therein as noticed in Consultations of the 10th 
August 1756 and 1st March 1757, it is agreed that we accept said 
tender but that the above mentioned revenue towards defraying the cost 
(which since August 1756 to this time has produced Rs. 5074-2-16) 
be collected by the marine paymaster for the time being and that the 
building be completed under the Superintendent's directions.^ 


At a Consultation of the lltli "November 1760 read a letter from 
Mr. Hough remarking that the second dock has been finished some time ; 
and is of great utility as he had been able to dock the largest ships in 
the squadron.^ 

Regarding the uniform dress of the Honourable Company's Marine, 
a Consultation of the 30th June 1761 records: For a Commodore a 
dress-coat, bine with a large boot-sleeve cuff turned up with yellow, 
two rows of broad and one of narrow gold lace, on the body one broad 
and one narrow with narrow lace button-holes. Waistcoat yellow the 
same as the facings and laced as the coat. A frock-coat blue with cuffs 
and lappells the same as the facings of the sleeves of the dress-coat, 
narrow lace button-holes and white single-laced waistcoat. A Caj)- 
tain-’s dress-coat blue with a large boot-cuff turned up with yellow, 
two rows of lace upon the cuff, a single lace on the body and narrow 
laced button holes. "Waistcoats the same as the facings single laced 
and narrow laced button-holes. Frocks for captains of capital vessels, 
blue with cuffs and lappells the same as the facings of the sleeves of the 
dress-coat and single laced. Waistcoats white. Frocks for captains 
of the rank, blue with yellow cuffs, blue lappells laced. Waistcoats 
white. A Lieutenant-^ s dress-coat blue with a boot-sleeve faced 
with yellow ; waistcoat the same colour as the facings single laced. 
Frocks blue cut sleeves -with yellow facings without lace. Waistcoats 
white. Midshipmen and masters of galivats blue with a small round 
cuff, no facings with a narrow cape faced with yellow,^ 


1 Pub. Diary 34 of ITO, 271 - 272. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759 - 1788, 190. 
= Bom. Gov. Consultation 24th Juno 1760, Puh. Diary 34 of 1760, 470. 


vAuv. isyjcn duno ivou, ruD. i^iary ox xvov, 

3 Bom. aov. Consultation llth JTov, 1760, Pub. Diary 35 of 1760, 850 - 851. For the 
statements and remarks see Ditto, 1039 - 1044. 

^ Bom. G-ov. Consultation 30fch June 1761, Pub. Diary 87 of 1761, 480-481. Lieutenant 
.G^wles Bathboiie Low (History of the Indian H^vy, I. ,ISS) says ; With inoreasedl* 
nnmhers, improTed discipline^ and a regular uniform, the Bombay Marine became a little 
Kavy, althot^h it did not assume that name. The Bng&h fleets, with their Hne-ol-battle 
ships and frigates, floating in the harbour, on w^^Ons during the next quarter 

^qt_^a^eentury (17554780) under I-'ocock, 

^shrewtheBbnibay'Matl^ into the 


V 

and btevens, threw the Bombay ; 
emulation and efficiency; * ’ ' ' 


B 1006--29 
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In 1762 on noticing the expenditure at Bombay on account o£ 
a rope-walk shed, in their letter of the IGth April, the Court write : 
We observe by the 129th para of your letter of the 20th November 
1760 you have purchased a shed for the rope walk amounting with 
the first cost and interest to Es. 19,599-0-40, which you intimate 
will be a valuable purchase for the Company and appears so from 
what was gained from 1756, being in three years Hs. 5074. We 
hope you will take care that it be as beneficial to us in future, 
though we are surprized to find that an additional expense will l.>e 
necessary to complete it when it seemed before to answer all purposes. 
If such a work as this was necessary and so profitable it ought to 
have been done on our accounts. This leads us to make another 
observation of a practice we do not at all approve, the suddenness of 
things becoming necessary for the Company when gentlemen possessed 
of them are leaving the island and consequently can make no further 
advantage of them. Then we are told in support of your conduct 
that such are become useful to us.^ 

On the 26th March 1766, regarding capital eruizers the Court 
write : We think it necessary here to acquaint you that you are not 
to order any capital cruizer to be put upon the stocks without first 
acquainting us with the necessity thereof and obtaining our express 
leave for that purpose, unless by any accident one of the eruizers upon 
your present establishment shall happen to be lost or rendered incap- 
able of service and it may be evidently for the interest of the Company 
to begin building another in her room before such leave can be obtained 
but not otherwise. Even in this ease you are hereby positively 
directed not to order or cause one to be set upon the stocks which 
shall exceed the dimensions of the Bombay grab, that is to say, breadth 
by the beam 30 feet, length of the keel 90 feet, and burthen 363 tons, 
and as vessels with bows are preferable to grabs with prows, you are 
in the case beforementioned to cause such cruizer to be constructed 
accordingly.^ 

A Consultation of the l6th December 1766 records : The Marine 
Superintendent representing that the rope walk will be rendered 
useless for making cables if the engineer persists in carrying on the 
retaining wall of the rampart in the manner he has begun it, that 
gentleman must be required to assign his reasons for the necessity of 
completing the rampart in that manner. In the meantime a stop 
must be put to the work.^ 

The next day, the 17th December 1766, the Engineer reports : In 
compliance with your orders of yesterday I am now to assign my 
reasons for finishing the retaining wall of the rampart in the manner 
it is now begun. In the first place I am to acquaint the Honour- 
able Board that the whole of the range of the rope walk in length 
eight hundred and sixty feet (exclusive of the part now in question) 


^ Coart to Bombay 16th April 3762 pam82, Pnb. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 6 of 
1762-1764,41. ^ 

^ Court to Bombay 26th March 1766 para 11, Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 7 of 
1765-1763, 171. 

^ Bom. OoY. Consultation lOth Boo. 1766, Pub. Diary 47 of 1766, 827* 
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is a general inconvenience to the works eontignoiis thereto by !>eing 
so very close as not to admit of any passage for giins and siores to 
be transported unto them in the manner usual in fortified towns 
wliere it is always customary to leave a void space of at least forty 
feet between the rampart and any building whatever. But there 
is a greater inconveniency (if not danger) to be apprehended from 
the rope walk remaining in its present situation. Supposing the 
place to be attacked and the attack made on this part of the forti- 
lications which is as likely as any other^ this building may be set 
on lire by carcasses or shells and teing entirely composed of timber 
and possibly "witli a quantity of coir in it may communicate a general 
conflagration to this quarter of the town. During such a scene o£ 
confusion, while most people^s attention is turned on extiiiguisliing 
the fla-mcs, the enemy may possibly make a successful assault. Even 
allowing this should not be the case the shot from an enemy in time 
of a siege will make the rope walk such a heap of ruins as will 1)0 
found veiy troublesome to remove so as to leave proj^er passages for 
carriages to supply this part of the works with necessary stores and 
materials. Exclusive of the above disadvantages I am to acquaint the 
Board the rope walk greatly encroaches on the proper breadth of the 
rampart. So great is this encroachment at this particular spot tliat, if 
the walk was fi.nished in the manner it was laid out, instead of the 
proper breadth of forty-eight feet, at the second flank adjacent to the 
Stanhope bastion there will be no more than seventeen feet three 
inches breadth of rampart. This encroachment goes on in an oblique 
direction so as to leave the rampart at the return of the flank only 
thirteen feet broad. This extreme small breadth makes it impossible 
for any kind of carriage, even a wheelbarrow, to pass in the rear of the 
platforms of the second flank, so that the communication between the 
Marlborough and Stanhope bastions is entirely stopped and you are in 
time of siege deprived of replacing any guns that may be dismounted 
in one bastion by those of the other. The above remarks and reasons 
are so obvious that I flatter myself the Honourable Board will see the 
necessity of entirely removing this building, the which at this season 
cannot be attended with any inconveniency by loss of time as the 
labourers employed on tliat business can work as well without as with a 
shade and long before the rains. Or, if thought necessary, I will for 
about Es. 4000 take upon me in six weeks to remove and complete it 
as it now stands to near the Marine Boat Yard or to any other part 
wMeh shall be Judged more convenient. Eefemng the whole to the 
Honourable Board'^s consideration, I request that they will be pleased 
to give me their orders in regard thereto as speedy as may be eon- 
venient, the works in this quarter being entirely at a stand.-^ 

On perusing the above report, the 19th December 1766, the Board 
observe : Read a letter from the Principal Engineer assigning his 
reasons for carrying on the retaining wall of the rampart in the manner 
it is begun, and representing that the rope walk, situated where it is 
at present, is a general inconvenience,, to 'the works in that quarter, of 
the town. But as he represents it may. be removed for the ^ sum ’ of 

* Fuk Haiy 47 of 17#, 349- 
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Es. 4000;, and as he says the expedient proposed tehim for obviating 
the incoiwenienee he complains namely lowering the roof and 
making it fiat by throwing a platform over the particular part, will 
cost more, he and the Marine Superintendent are ordered to look out for 
a spot at a proper distance without the town to remove it to.-^ 

A Consultation of the 6th January 1767 records ; Bead a letter 
from the pro\dsional superintendent and principal engineer representing 
that they cannot find any proper spot without the esplanade to remove 
the rope walk to. Also another letter from the superintendent, setting 
forth the advantages and conveniences of its present^ situation and 
pointing out the expedient mentioned in our Consultation of the 19th 
ultimo of throwing a platf oi‘m over that part of the walk which interferes 
with the rampart to x>reYent its impeding the engineer from carrying 
on the same. This the engineer, -who was present when it was men- 
tioned, w^as of opinion would be eej^ually strong. And as both he and 
the superintendent declare there is no proper spot without the town to 
remove the walk to, and as the latter urges, even if there was, it would 
be attended with a veiy considerable additional expense of cooly hire, 
for these reasons we are of opinion the platform expedient should be 
preferred. In order that the walk may be still less inconvenient to the 
works, it is further agreed to lower the, present roof, the expense of 
\chieh will be more than defrayed by the timber which will be taken 
out of it and which is ordered to be appropriated to other services." 

On the 8th March 1766, in pursuance of the Court-'s order, the 
Committee appointed to inquire into the state of the Marine 
Department submitted the following report : Pursuant to the order 
of the Board for carrying into execution the commands of the 
Honourable Company received tliis year by the Fox respecting 
the Marine Department, we have carefully attended to the several 
orders on this head since the year 1754, and the regulations made 
in eonsequeneo thereof. We have examined the state and condition 
of each vessel, and of the marine yard. The annexed statement will 
point out to your Honours the number of cruisers employed, several 
of which are almost new and the rest in excellent order, having been 
thoroughly repaired in the course of the two last seasons. We have 
also annexed a statement of the marine for the year 1754, from whence 
you will observe the monthly expense of victualling and sailing the 
fleet is at present lls. 2000 less than the former establishment This 
indeed is chiefly occasioned by the number of the European seamen 
being less than the appointment, and which is the cause of the Royal 
Aihniral being laid up. Here we think it our duty to represent 
to your Honours that many of the military recruits who came out this 
season declare they enter^ for the marine but being now obliged to 
serve in the military against their inclinations, it will prevent others 
from engaging in the marine service in future the consequences of 
which we need not point out to you. Tlmt, as far as the Board'^s 
authority extends, a proper discipline is duly observed we hope will 
fully appear to your Honours from the annexed copy of the general 


^ Bom. Gov. CoHsiiltatioa Will Pee. 1766, Pub, Diary 47 of 1766, 844. 
- Bom. Gov. Consultation 6*tii Jan. 1767, Pub. Diary 48 of 176*7, 3 • 4, 
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I instructions to the Commanders, We can only lament they are not 

i properly empowered to enforce them with vigour. The seainen well 

I knowing this are constantly inclined to a mutinous turbulent behaviour, 

: wdiich, to prevent dangerous consequences, the Commanders are at 

! times obliged to take upon them to quell and chastise the offenders, 

though for want of a legal authority they lay themselves open to a 
' prosecution. Nor can it be expected that the marine of Bombay will be 

• conducted with the same order and regularity as the military is unless 

the Commanders are furnished with the same means of enforcing 
obedience. We do not nor cannot believe the Commanders of any of 
; your eruizers sell spirituous liquors to the seamen. We have the 

pleasure to say you have a set of gentlemen in your service who are 
i above making an}Mncan advantage of that kind. Such slops as are 

I necessary for the health and preservation of the seamen the Commanders 

are allowed to furnish them with. We are satisfied this liberty is not 
abased. For the reasons before recited we are of opinion that the 
' ' vessels should each have three commissioned officers and a master-at- 

r arms which we leave to your Honours^ determination. The marine yai*d 
; and rope walk are chiefly under the direction of the master attendant 

Lavjl and his sons, all of whom we can with truth assure your Honours 
are men of care and assiduity in the several parts of the Marine 
committed to their care. In regard to the marine yard we have only 
to remark that it is too much confined, which prevents the timber from 
being kept altogether with that distinction and regularity which is 
necessary. Could the hospitals be thrown into the marine yard, it 
would be of great use. With respect to Mr, Hagua^s complaint 
‘ against Mr. England the latter has already replied thereto in an address 

to your Honours to Avhich we beg leave to refer. Upon the wdiole we 

have only to assure you that the several branches of the marine 
:: department are carried on upon the plan laid dowm in the year 17o4», 

and %ve are convinced the greatest care and economy are ol>seiwed in the 
H execution thereof. This report would have been laid before your 

[ Honours sooner, but our attention being wholly taken up with the 

I despatch of the IT/Uie prevented it.^ 

I " The statements and instructions given below contrast the details of 

i the Marine in 1754 and 1766^ : 


Bombay Marine, 17Si, 


Ships. 


Built. 

Launched. 

Breadth 
of Beam. 

Length 
of Keel 

Mer- 

chants* 

Tonnage, 

An- 

chors. 

Grap- 

nels. 

Tmteefor Ship 


London ... 

2Brd Nov. 1751 ... 

Ft. In, 
33 0 

100 

619 

6 

0 

Bmihay Grab 


Bombay ... 

21.st Feb. 1740 ... 

SO 

0 

90 

mm 

4 

0 

Guardimi Ship 


London ... 

Bih March 1752... 

27 

4 

87 

345 

6 

0 

Drake Ketch 


Bombay ... 

nth Aug. 1740 ... 

' 24. 

Q 

72 

220 

3 

1 

Bwallom Galley 


London ... 

Uinwrtain 

23 

0 

74 

160 

5 

0 

(huteni Sloop 


Do. 

1737 

38 

0 

52 

60 

2 

i 

Dhaenix Sloop 


Do. 

31 St July 1754 ... 

25 

6 

43 

36 

i 2 

1 

Tyger Schooner 
Skarke Galivat 

... ... 

Do. ... 

1727 

14 

6 

45 

43 

0 

3 


Do. ... 

1720 

14 

6 

4f0 

38 

0 

3 

Doliikm do. 


Do. 

X72S 

14 

0 

40 

37 

0 

3 

My do. 

... 

Do. 

1753 ... 

13 

0 

36 

30 

0 

3 

Swalltm do. 


Do. ... 

1753 

13 

0 

88 1 

SO 

0 

- 4 

Mie do. 


Bassein 

Uncertain 

15 

0 

42 

33 

0 

2 

Simji do. 

... ... 

Surat 

Ditto ... 

12 

0 

.31 

15 

0_ 

' 2 

1 

rotal 







i 



- 




' Tub, Biary 46 o£ 1766, 16? 171. . ^ .4®, ^ 1766, 172 ■ 188. 
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Bonihay Ma7^me^ i7i^^-^contiaiied. 


Ships. 

Gables 

Haw- 

sers. 

Euro- 

peans. 

Topas- 

ses. 

Lasoars. 

Mada- 

g-ascar 

Slaves. 

Soldiers. 

Total 

Soldiers 

and 

Sailors. 

JProtector Ship 

6 

0 

158 

24 

30 

0 

53"' ■ 

282 ■ 

Bmahay Grab ... 

3 

1 

85 

■ 18 

34 

10 

■■ 43 

189 

Guardian Ship... 

7 

0 

SI 

16 

34 


42 

.. 173, . ■ 

J>rakfi Ketch 

3 

1 

51 

14 

28 ■ ■ 

*9 

IS 

120/ 

Simlloic Galley 

5 

0 

sa 

r‘- 

20 


33 

89 

Coatc’at Sloop 

2 1 

1 i 

0 

6 

17 


18 

•47 . 

JPimnix Sloop ... 

2 ■ i 

0 

3 

6 

23 

... 

IS 

SO: 

I'j/ifer Schooner 

2 

0 

3 

■. 6 

1 16 


18 

43 

Galivat ... ...; 

3 

0 

4 

6 

23 


IS 

51 

Didphin do i 

2 

0 

4i 

6 

23 


18 

51 

Fly do ! 

2 

0 

1 

6 

20 


■: ■ '18 ■ 

45 

Stvalhw do. ... •••! 

, 2 

0 

2 

6 

20 


18 

40 

Fa.r; do 1 

i ■ 3 ■' 

0 

^ . 2 

6 

23 


18 

49 

Sioi/t do, 


0 

2 

: 

14 


11 

27 

' ' ; ' Total . ... 

... 


438 

130 

334 

28 

343 . 

1262 









Monthly 

Ships. 

Guns, 

Masts. 

How long 
may last 
with 
Repairs. 

Quality 

of 

Sailing. 

Monthly 

Wages. 

Monthly 

Victual- 

ling, 

Wages and 
Provisions 
■when 

Lascars and 
Soldiers on 








board. 


G, p. 


Years, 


lis, q, r. 

Rs. q. r- 

Es. q, r. 


r 4 9 







Froieclor Ship 

{ 20 12 

V 20 4 


Uncertain 

Prime . 

2244 2 80 

1822 0 21 

4066 3 1 

Bmi^ay Grab ... 

18 9 

3 

23 

Do, ... 

1337 0 80 

1153 1 37 

2190 2 17 


{ 20 9 







Guardian Ship 

•J 4 2 

( 10 swivels 


Uncertain 

Do. ... 

:1381 1 60 

1079 0 73 

2460 2 33 

Frahe Ketch ... ... 

14 6 

2 

23 

Do. ... 

009 1 20 

675 3 30 

1585 n 50 

Swallow Galley ... 

14 4 

3 

Uncertain 

Do. ... 

644 2 0 

586 1 64 

1230 3 64 

Content Sloop 

10 3 

1 

• 16 

Do, ... 

206 2 0 

163 0 23 

308 2 23 

Pkisntx Sloo^ 

(33 

(42 


15 

Do. ... 

208 0 40 

163 2 90 

361 3 30 

Tgyer Schooner 

(13 
(22 
( 3 i 

}■ 

3 

Do. ... 

173 0 40 

136 1 60 

300 2 0 


( 1 3 




1 



Sharl'c Galivat 

1 4 3 

1 a i 


3 

Do. ... 

217 2 80 

161 1 81 

879 0 61 


r 1 3 







Dolphin do, 

(42 
\ 2 i 


5 

Do. ... 

217 2 80 

161 1 81 

370 0 61 

Fly do, 

( 3 3 

1 2 1 


11 

Do. ...' 

167 2 0 

130 3 38 

298 1 38 

Swallow do 

( E 2 
( 3 1 

h 

11 

Do, 

133 2 0 

13S 2 29 

323 0 39 

Fox do, 

f 1 3 
{ 2 2 
t 2 swivels. 


3 

Do. ...j 

198 2 0 

145 3 99 

344 1 99 

Swift do, ... ... 

f i 1 

1 4 1 

1 2 

4 

Do. ... 

' 112 3 0 

91 2 19 

204 0 19 

Total ...j 

179 




8202 0 SO 

6598 3 45 

11,801 0 35 
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iron. 

Guns. 


No. 



No- 

Enrepeana 

43S 

12*Poimder3 

... 20 

TopasseS 

120 

9 

do. 

... 42 

Lascars 

834 

6 

do. 

... 14 

Soldiers 

342 

4 ■ 

do. 

... 34 

Madagascar Slaves . 

28 

3 * 

do. 

... 16 



2 

do. 

... 26 



1 

do. 

... 7 



1 ■ 

do. 

... 20 

Total , 

.. 1262 








Total 

179 


Montlil}’- Charge. 


11,833 3 G5 


14,801 0 25 


Bombay Mariney llSS^ 


Ships. 

Built. 

Baimched, 

Breadth 

of 

Beam. 

Length 

of 

Keel. 

Mer- 

chants^ 

Tonnage, 

An- 

chors. 

Grap- 

nels. 




. Ft. 

In. 

Ft. In. 




Defiance Ship 

Bombay ... 

30th Sept. 1765. 

31 

6 

9C 

0 

500 

3 

0 

Iteuenge do. 

Bo. ... 

22nd Sept. 1755... 

32 

0 

98 

0 

470 

3 

0 

Bombay Grab ... 

Bo. ... 

21st Feb. 1740-41. 

30 

0 

90 

0 

363 

4 

3 

Royal Admiral 

Bo. ... 

10th March 1762 . 

28 

0 

81 

0 

2S0 

5 

2 

Eagle Snow 

Bo. ... 

22nd Feb. 1764 ... 

26 

6 

74 

0 

220 

3 

1 

Drake Snow 

Do. ... 

Sth August 1740... 

24 

0 

72 

0 

220 

4 

1 

Success Ketch ... 

Bo. ... 

6th March 1756 ... 

22 

3 

68 

0 

145 

3 

0 

ToriarSnow 

Bo. ... 

Sept, 1754 ... 

24 

6 

60 

0 

200 

4 

0 

Fancy Bomb Ketch 

Do. ... 

1764 

23 

0 

60 

0 

lOO 

2 

1 

Fox Ketch Grab 

M a 1 V a 11 

26th Octr. 1766 ... 

22 

0 

61 

0 

70 

3 

1 


Foi-t, 









Dolphin Schooner 

Bombay ... 

12th Deer. 1764... 

15 

S 

44 

0 

45 

2 

2 

Tygcr do 

Bo, ... 

24th Deer. 1764... 

15 

8 

44 

0 

45 

2 

1 

Fly Galivat 

Do. ... 

3763 ... ... 

13 

0 

36 

0 

SO 

0 

3 

Wolf do. ... ... 

M 5, 1 V a n 

29th Novr. 1765... 

• 14 

6 

38 

0 

25 

3 

1 


Fort. 









Beagle do 

Do. ... 

5th Deer. 1765 ... 

19 

6 

[. 48 

0 

i :45' 

2 

1 

Ba^sard do 

Do, ... 

9th Deer. 1705 ... 

15 

0 

■,40 

0 


i 2 

1 

Smft do. 

; Bombay ... 

Uncertain ... 

15 

6 

■ 40 

1 ■ 

0 

' . ■■ .57 , - 
' 

.0 

3 

Total ... 





... 


; •» 

... 


Soldiers 

Europeans. Lascars. SolcUers, and 

lopassfA. Seamen. 


Defiance Ship 
M^enge do. 
Bo^nhag Grab 
Royal Admiral 
Magh Snow 
Drake Snow 
Success Ketch 
Tartar Snow 
Fancy Bomb Ketch 
Fox Ketch Grab ... 
Dol^Mn Schooner... 
Tyger do. 

Galivat 
Wolf do. 

do, 

do. . , ' 


; rii 

foW 
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Bombay Marine, 1766 — continued. 


f ( 


m 


. Ships. 

Guns, 

Masts. 

. 

How 

long 

may 

last 

with 

Re- 

pairs. 

Quality 

of 

Sailing. 

Monthly'’ 

Wages. 

Monthly 

Victual- 

ling. 

Monthly 
Wages and 
Provisions 
when the 
Detach- 
ments arc 
6n board. 


Guns, P. 


Years. 


#Rs. q. r. 

Rs. q. r. 

Rs. q. r. 

Defiance Ship 

20 9 

3 

30 

Prime . 

333 0 0 

374 2 92 

706 2 92 

Itevenge do 

20 X3 

3 

31 

Do. ... 

1149 2 40 

704 1 28 

1943 3 08 

Bombay 

20 9 

3 

13 

Do. ... 

10f)2 1 60 

753 1 84 

1805 3 44 

lioyal Admiml ... 

18 C 

3 

22 

Do. ... 

1096 1 60 

821 0 52 

1917 2 12 

Engle Show 

16 6 

2 

29 

Do. ... 

622 1 20 

430 2 0 

1052 3 20 

Dralce do 

14 6 

2 

22 

Do. ... 

573 0 40 

405 0 28 

978 0 08 

Success Ketch ... 

12 4 

- 2 ] 

13 

Do. 

504 2 80 ; 

354 3 S 

' 859 1 SS 

2\irtar Snow 

12 4 

2 . 

13 

Do. ... 

463 3 60 

322 2 12 

78G 1 72 

Fancy ‘Bomb Ketch 

8 4 : 

' 2 

24 

Do. ... 

157 2 0 

‘ 119 1 24 

276 3 24 

Foce Ketch Crab 

{ t 1} 

2 


Do. ... 

193 2 0 

o 

CO 

334 2 48 

Dolphin Schooner 

8 8 

2 

30 

Do.... 

1S3 2 0 

130 0 48 

319 2 48 

Tygen do. 

8 8 

2 

30 

Do. ... 

183 2 0 

136 0 48 

319 2 48 

Fly Galirat ... ... 

{1 ?} 

2 

2 

Do.... 

114 2 0 

81 0 48 

195 2 4S 

WolJ do 

8 3 

2 


Do. ... 

183 2 0 

136 0 48 

319 2 48 

Beagle do 

8 3 

2 

6 

Do, ... 

183 2 0 

136 0 48 

319 2 48 

Fassnrd do 

6 3 

2 

6 

Do. ... 

1 183 3 0 

136 0 48 

319 2 48 

Sioifi Galivat 

{ 4 1} 

2 

8 

Do.... 

! 163 2 b 

116 0 48 

279 3 48 

Total ... 

, 196 



... 

7340 3 60 

5394 3 13 

12,735 2 72 


JV'.R— The sloop lately taken by the Coolis and since retaken is ex]iected from Surat.* 

She is since arrived* The Sharke galivat was some time ago ■condemned as unserviceable and hauled 
on shore and will be sold. 

Abstract, 1766, 


Men. 

GimSi 

Monthly Charge, 





No. 


No. 

Rs. 

q* 

r. 

Europeans .. 

. 313 

12-Pounders ... 

20 

Cruisers 

... 8 

10,050 

3 

64 

Topasses .. 

. 162 

9 

Do. 

40 

Bomb Ketch 

... 1 

276 

3 

24 

Lascars 

. 887 

8 

Do. ... 

16 

Ketch Grab 

1 

334 

2 

48 

Soldiers 

. 365 

6 

Do. ... 

48 

Schooners 

... 2 

639 

0 

96 



4 

Do. 

35 

Galivats 

.. S 

1434 

0 

40 



3 

Do. 

28 






Total ... 

1217 

2 

Do. 

5 


- — • 


- — 

— 



1 

Do. 

4 

Total 

... 17 

13,735 

2 

73 ^ 




Total ... 

196 
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The instinictions referred to in the above report are: From the Honour- 
able the President to the Commanders in the Honourable Company's 
Marine service, Bombay. During any cruize you shall be directed to 
make or at any station yon shall be appointed to by the President or 
Superintendent you are to follow all such orders as yon shall receive 
signed by the Superintendent for your management or conduct. When 
yon shall not be specially instructed yon shall observe the following 
rules: In the first place yon are to take care and keep np the 
service of God on board the vessel yon command and according 
to the liturgy of the Church of England that the same be decently 
performed every Lord^s Day and at all other appointed seasons 
as often as yon can do it with convenience. Be very strict in observ- 
ing a good decorum and discipline amongst your ship^s company^ 
severely punishing all profaneness or blasphemers of God^s holy name, 
and on no account permit gaming of any kind. Keep your vessel 
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always in a posture of offending* as well as defending*, and speak with 
and examine all vessels you make that are not of superior force to 
you, taking out of such belonging to any prince or state all British 
su])jects you shall find on board them. You are to take, burn, sink, 
or otherwise destroy all pirates you may at any time meet with 
infesting these seas particularly the Sangarians, Cooleys, and otlier 
liovers harbouring to the northward ami eommonly cruising* on that 
coast and sometimes as fa# as the gulfs of Mokha and Pej*sia, bringing 
such people vessels and goods belonging to them into this port for 
eoiidenination. All people of the SidPs fleet or otherwise belonging to 
the Moghal Emperor, a.s also all ships and vessels belonging to the 
Marathas, you are civilly to examine so as not to give them disgust, 
and they, proving to be Moghal or MarMlm, give them no molestation 
but any aid or assistance they may stand in need of. You are hereby 
ordered to protect defend and give convoy to all ships and vessels 
under English colours duly licensed to wear them and to no others. It 
having been taken into consideration how much the trade and public 
' service of this island has at times sufferei by our cruisers^ ghung 
convoy to foreign ships and vessels up and down this coast, from 
which no advantage accrues to the Honourable Company but the 
contrary, you are strictly commanded not to give convoy to such ships 
or vessels even from one port to the other ever so near, hr to the 
Macao {or Hongkong) ships, not withsianding they should be bound 
hither or to fSurat. For though thereby the Company should benefit 
something by the customs on their cargoes^ yet the encouraging or 
eoimtenancing their trade on this coast, has a pernicious effect on the 
pepper trade, and in general all the commodities the Honourable Com- 
*pany deal in for Oliiiia ; that the benefit by customs by no means 
counterbalances those inconveniences. It is for the Company's interest 
that such commerce should by all suitable means be discouraged and 
.that thereby the Macao ships may be induced to restrain their trade 
to this coast, which of late has increased to an exorbitant pitch. This 
is not meant to extend so far as to prevent the mutual intercourse 
usual between nations in alliance with one another such as the grant 
of supplies of provisions wood and water incases of distress, nor to the 
ships or vessels actually belonging to the Moors or other merchants, 
inhabitants of Surat, as by our possession of the phirmdn for the 
MoghaFs fleet they are entitled to convoy. The British soldiers and 
seamen who desert from this island usually take service in the ships 
belonging to Bengal and Madras vainly flattering themselves that 
by taking such service they are screened from our authority and from 
the punishments due to their crimes. To discourage a practice of such 
evil tendency to the safety and welfare of this Government, we hereby 
authorise you to seize all such deserters when and wheresoever you 
may meet tibem, taking care to secure them in a proper manner until 
you have an opportunity of reporting them to us or the Marine 
Superintendent. And for the better executing of these our orders 
and keeping up an exact register of all deserters which yon are to do 
on board your ship, you will have a list given yon of their names. You 
are to do the like to other coiainaBders for , all those who may^ desert 
'fr.oto your own ship, certifying when, where and how many go at a 
Biw-3a ■ ■ 
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time and report the same likewise to the Snperlntendent. And whereas 
we understand an ill is made of our indulgence in permitting you to 
sell arrack to your ship^s company insomuch that the remainder^ of 
their wages is not sufficient to provide them with common necessaries^ 
and from thence they become discontented and mutinous and are 
induced to quit the service, and as the Honourable Company have 
thought proper to allow the commanders and oflicers an indulgence of 
trade, it is specified in the llth article of thelfe instructions, you are to 
suffer your people to take up slops and tobacco to the amount of Rs. 3 
a month, and no more. Nor, on penalty of being dismissed the service 
for so doing, are you to sell or suffer to be sold any arrack brandy 
or any sort of liquors on board any of the Honourable Conij^any's 
cruisers for ready money or on credit. You are not to discharge or 
exchange any of your seamen nor to prefer them to posts of trust and 
better pay without the leave of the President or Superintendent. In 
cases of infidelity disobedience or incapacity you have power of suspen- 
sion. You are not therefore to proceed any farther without leave 
first obtained as above. You have permission to list as many able 
men as you can, reporting them to the Superintendent but beware of 
encouraging any of the seamen belonging to His Majesty^s or the 
Honourable Company's Europe ships to desert on pain of our severest 
censure the which you must likewise give in charge to all the officers 
of your ship. In case of any vacancy happening by the death or 
suspension of any warrant ofificer, you may recommend those you 
think best qualified for filling up such vacancy, but they are not to 
receive any advance in their pay till they are confirmed by the Presi- 
dent or Superintendent. We in a special manner recommend to you 
that no waste or embezzlement be made of the ammunition and stores 
in general, and that all stores and provisions be carefully preserved 
on such penalties and punishments on the offenders as shall be Judged 
reasonable and as the crime may deserve. It having been represented 
to the Honourable Company that the Commanders of their cruisere 
had nothing to live upon but their bare pay, they have out of their 
wonted compassion thought proper to annul their former order that 
no manner of goods shonid be laden either on their own accounts or 
any other personas account on their cruisers when on a emise, and 
have thought proper when occasions may offer to load either their 
own goods or others when the vessels are under cruising orders. They 
have also indulged the commanders and officers to lade goods on hoard 
them but with this absolute restriction that such goods shall neither 
lumber the vessel nor put her out of her sailing trim,, and that a 
regular register book be kept on board each vessel of all goods laden and 
unladen from any of the Company's cruisers, which book is to be signed 
by the first and second lieutenants and boatswain and to be delivered 
to the Superintendent on your arrival at Bombay, to be sent by the 
Pr^ident and Council to the Honourable Company, This order you are 
strictly to oteerve at your peril. You are not on any account what- 
soever to receive any goods belonging to any person or persons on 
board any of the Honourable Company's cruisers without having an 
order from the Siiperintendent for so doing. A regular account of 
goods must be delivered into his office before the cruiser sails out u 
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of this port. Likewise an account of what goods you receive on 
board at any other ports, particularly the subordinates for which you 
must have an order from the Chief or Chief and Factors which must 
be delivered on yom arrival at Bombay with the report of your 
proceedings during your absence. In every boat sent on shore 
from the vessel you command with the Honourable Company’s 
goods there must be a proper person to attend their delivery on 
iancling. You will be deemed responsible for and obliged to make 
good any deficiency that may arise from pillaging or otherwise 
except unavoidable accidents. You are to give convo^’- to no boat 
loaded with salt unless it can produce a certificate in the following 
words signed the Custom Master : Bombay Custom House 

August 1 766. This is to certify that this boat . . . . , where* 

of this tindal , is loaded with salt and has paid the Honour- 

able Company’s duties. You must call upon the tindals of all 
merchant boats that may at any time proceed under your convoy to 
])roduce their passes. And if any of those passes are out of date or 
if tlie tindal should not be able to produce one, you are then to levy 
a fine of Rs. 100 to be equally divided between you and the County, 
and likewise oblige the tindal to pay the Secretary’s fee which isRs. 4 
for every boat under one hundred kkandis, and Rs. 8 for one exceeding 
that burthen, and Rs. 16 for one above two hundred khamlis^ besides 
Ke. 1 for the Gentu sir wan (eserivan). 

These instructions were accompanied by the following remarks 
from the Marine Superintendent to the commanders in the Honoura- 
ble Company’s marine force at Bombay : Herewith you will receive 
instructions signed by the Honourable Charles Crommelin Esquire, 
relative to your conduct in geoeral. It is notwithstanding thought 
necessary to give you the following additional instructions for your 
guidance during your command on board any of the Honourable 
Company’s cruisers : Before you proceed on any cruise you are to 
station your people in their quarters. And that you may not be put 
in confusion by any sudden attempt, you are to keep a strict watch 
in all places, at anchor as well as at sea, and to be always ready to 
engage an enemy. You are to exercise your people at their great 
guns and small arms twice in every week when the weather will 
permit. You 'are to examine on the first day of every month the 
several expenses of the boatswain gunner and carpenter made use 
of in the preceding month, and if you find them warrantable you 
are to sign them in testimony of your approbation. Many fatal 
accidents have befallen the Honourable Company by fire. You are 
to sujffer no pitch or tar to be heated on board, and strictly to 
prohibit all lights after eight o’clock at night except in your own 
or the lieutenant’s cabin, or what are employed in the unavoidable 
service of the ship. You are to keep in your custody the key of 
the powder room, and in your absence the commanding oflSicer on 
board. The gunner is to have the key only during his performing 
any service in the magazine by your direction. At all such times 
you are to place a midshipman at the powder room scuttle with a 
-sentry to his assistance. You are diree|ied at all' times to advise 



laiapl^YII 

Marine- 

Marine Orders, 
1766 . 


[Historical 

236 BOMBAY TOWN 

me or in my absence the master attendant of the condition of your 
vessel and such other advice as may he safe and necessary to 
communicate. On your return from any cruise you are immediately 
to inform me or in my absence my assistant of your arrival giving in 
a report of all material occurrence during your said cruise. The 
expense of powder in the marine having been very great it is 
strictly recommended to you not to be too lavish of your fire, ^ when 
you are in pursuit and not to make use of great guns in signals^ ^ 
without necessity for so doing. You are not to salute at any time 
on your going from or your returning to Bombay, or to fire any 
guns on days of rejoiciog or company being on board without an 
order and the same is to be observed when you arc at any of the 
subordinate settlements. You are not to salute any ships whatever 
except his Majesty’s without an order. And if you are saluted 
by any Europeans you are to return gun for gun, but to all 
others two guns less, and when you anchor in ports of foreign- 
ers in amity with the English and which are garrisoned, you are 
to salute but not exceed nine guns, on l)eing previously assured you 
will have gun for gun returned. Y"ou are not to punish publicly or 
privately a lieutenant, midshipman, boatswain, gunner, or carpenter 
without a public examination or court of enquiry consisting of the 
alx>ve officers and yourself. And no jmnishiiient inflicted by the said 
court on such officers is to be corporal, nor to extend beyond suspension 
or confinement. All acts of disobedience or other small offences that 
shall be committed by tbe petty oflieers, seamen, soldiers, and lascars, 
are to be punished by a judgment of such a court. But no punishment 
for any offence shall exceed twenty stripes, with a lash of nine tails, at 
one time, not to be repeated in less tlmn three days. And all your 
proceedings of this nature are to be entered in your journal. You are 
strictly enjoined to prevent as muc-h as possible the barbarous practice 
of beating, and as fatal consequences may sometimes attend such 
proceedings you are to give orders that no seamen or soldiers are to be 
struck except with a rattan and not even with a rattan more than six 
blows for one fault. With regard to the vessefis provisions and the 
military people who are from time to time ordered on board as detach- 
ments the following directions are to be strictly complied wutli. You 
are to take charge of all such provisions as are sent .on board your 
vessel for the use of the people belonging to it, and any extraordinary 
number by way of detachment or otherwise that may be ordered with 
you, taking care the same be not wasted or damaged, you being account- 
able for all such deficiencies unless caused by unavoidable accidents. You 
are to take care that all provisions indented for be received on board and 
not left ashore, without giving notice at the marine office, and that 
the chits or orders for such provisions be returaed, that they may be 
cancelled, otherwise it will be a charge to your account. That the 
people belonging to your vessel be daily mustered and all necessary 
circumstances entered in the books given you for that purpose, such as 
meii changed, discharged, runaway, left behind on going out upon a 
tTuise, sent into the hospital, or dead. Likewise such as are ordered 
from you on board any other vessel, or on shore upon any occasion, 
minuting down the same opposite the men^s names, and under the day 
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o£ the month wherein such alterations happen. The same method is 
also to be observed in ease of entering or receiving men from any other 
vessel from the hospital or elsewhere^ omitting no remarks that may be 
useful or necessary for the right adjusting your accounts of provisions^ 
tlie expense of wliieh you are to collect from your muster book, drawing 
out an abstract of the number of people jon had on board the whole 
month, computing the quantity of ^eh species of provisions expended 
from that month according to the Honourable Company's allowance to 
the several sorts of people on board. This account together with your 
account of remains of provisions and your note to what time you are 
victualled you are to sign and send into the marine office at the end of 
every month if at this port. But if at such time you happen to be 
out on a cruise you are to deliver in such aceounts on your return, 
sending your muster books, with the said accounts, that the same may 
be examined. If any be lent or spared to any other vessel in company with 
you, you are to take a receipt for it, and enter such provisions in your 
account of expense, sending in the said receipt as a voucher. It being 
thought necessary to keep an account of the detachment ordered on 
board apart, a book has accordingly been delivered you for that purpose. 
Tn it you are to enter their niunl 3 er, names, quality, day of coming on 
lyoard and when sent on shore, or any other occui’rence relating to 
them that is necessary for the better stating your provision account. 
The expense of such detachments you are to draw out sepamte and 
deliver to me for my approval before you are to be credited for the 
same. And as mistakes may arise through the neglect of stewards 
eoneeining the weight of live cattle, when any are sent on board here, 
you are to order your officers to see that such cattle wffien slaughtered 
be justly weighed and entered dowm, which account weight of cattle 
is to bo signed and sent with your monthly account expenses. This 
you are to .observe with such cattle as you receive at Surat or any 
other of the Honourable Company’s settlements ^ naming the place where 
you received them, and with respect to all other particulars received at 
any other subordinate settlements you are to be as particular as possible 
and deliver an account of the same on yonr arrival at this port. 
Before any provisions are returned notice must be given thereof in the 
marine office that proper chits may be given to you directed to the, 
persons who are to receive such provisions ; and that you order the 
steward to see the same returned, and take a receipt from the person to 
whom the same is delivered. This receipt to be lodged Jn the office, 
that you may be credited in your account for the same. If any provi- 
sions should be returned and happen thereby to be spoiled or rendered 
unfit for use, the same will remain a charge to your account as if no 
such return had teen made. It sometimes will happen, notwithstand- 
ing our utmost care to prevent it, that part of your profusions by the 
badness of weather or the length of a voyage comes to be much 
damaged. In such case you and your officers are to proceed to a 
survey of the same of which survey a report is to be made in 
writing and to contain the following pairticulars : The time when 
and place where such survey is made, the special sort of provisions 
damaged, the number or quantity, how long since first received, 
whether damaged so as to be unfit' for, apd how the same oame 
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to be damaged. This you atid your officers are to sign. On your 
arrival deliver it in as a certificate of the same, and without such 
certificate no provisions said to be damaged or thrown overboard will 
be allowed. The receipt of bags, duppers (da&ds), and jars at Surat is 
thought unnecessary and it is expected that your best endeavours 
wdll be used to lessen any expense of that kind. If at any time any 
ensign or other commissioned officer of the military should be put 
on board your ship to command the detachment he will have orders 
from his Captain -Commandant frequently to exercise all the soldiers. 
If you find he neglects this service once a week when the weather 
is fair and occasion proper, yon are modestly to put him in mind of 
his duty but not use harsh measures to force him to a compliance 
rejiorting only on your return to me any omission of this sort 
that he may be guilty of. When any soldier commits a fault, his 
punishment must be agreed upon by you and the commissioned 
officer of the military, and not inflicted without the officer's consent, 
that thereby order and good harmony may be kept up between the 
marine ancf militfjiy people on board your vessel. This is strongly 
recommended as absolutely necessary for the good of the service. ^ 
On your return from any cruise, you are to report to me or in my * 
absence to the master attendant the condition of your vessel, what 
repairs she may want, and whether there is any necessity of 
bringing her on shore in order to new clean or pay her bottom. 
While you continue in port, you are to keel and scrub once a 
week, but when out at sea as often as the weather and opportunity 
will permit. That your muster books may be of more general 
use, you are not only to collect from them the expense of your 
provisions, but also your abstract or account of wages due to the 
several men belonging to your vessel. To this end all people victual- 
led by you are to be paid their wages by your abstract commencing 
at the time of entry and ceasing at the time of discharge. JSFo 
person sent from on board you to any other vessel is to be paid on 
your abstract for any longer time than he has actually been on board 
or victualled by you. Also such persons as are sent to the hospital 
are not to be on your abstract, as there is an hospital abstract kept 
separate and under that head they will be paid for the time they 
remain there. If they should be returned back to their respective 
vessel, their pay is to commence again on your abstract, or the 
abstract of such vessels or other place they shall be ordered to, 
from the day you receive and victual them. To prevent mistakes 
arising from men being ordered from one vessel to another, all 
commanders are to give notice to the man or men who are so ordered 
to be discharged or are sent into the hospital signifying how many 
days or to what time they have been mustered on board the vessel 
they are sent from, that the people belonging to the vessel or place 
to which they are to go may be informed from what time to 
commence their muster of such persons. By this means the charge 
of one or more men upom different vessels, or under different heads, for 
one and the same day will be avoided. It may happen when a vessel 
is ordered to sail that some of the people belonging to her are on shore, 
with the leave of the Commauder or the business of the ship, and by 
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these means are accidentally left behind. Others there are who at such 
times do purposely abscond and hide themselves in such a manner that 
they are not discovered until several days after or perhaps not till the 
vessels return. In any of these cases you are not to muster such peoi)le 
or continue them on the abstract any longer than the day your vessel 
sailed and left such people behind. Nor are they to be received on 
board again without an order^ in which order it will sigmify whether 
you are to muster such persons and contiime them on the abstract for 
payment of their wages from the day of your sailing and leaving them 
beliind^ or whether they are to be mulcted their wages and provisions 
for such time as the ease and occasion of their being' left behind shall 
appear to be upon examination. Whenever you come to give in your 
abstract of wages or make up your account-provisions, you are always to 
bring ashore with you your muster books that such an abstract or 
aeeoiint may examined thereby. After which examination, provided 
no errors appear, payment of your said abstract will be ordered, and 
your account of provisions passed as adjusted with office books. You 
are always to have officers on board when in port except when getting 
ready to clear for the sea. They are then all to attend duly without 
exception. Every cruiser to keep a regular log book to be signed by 
the first or second lieutenant before they relieve each other at noon 
every day to be delivered in at the end of the cruidng season or at the 
return from any voyage. Every Commander is likewise to deliver in 
a journal regularly kept, with such remarks as he may make from 
time to time that may be any way conducive to the service now or 
hereafter. No alterations are to be made in any of the cruisers in any 
manner whatever without orders for so doing. No stores of any kind 
are to be condemned without a regular survey. "When so condemned 
they are to be returned into the proper stores from whence they were 
received except cables, cordage, and sails, and these must be returned to 
the master attendant in order that they may be converted to the use of 
the luggage boats in the bandar. The following instructions were at the 
same time issxied by the Superintendent to the Lieutenants in the Hononr- 
able Company's Marine Service at Bombay : You being appointed by 
the Honourable Charles Crommelin Esquire to serve the Honourable 
Company on board any of their ships in quality of a lieutenant you are to 
pay a strict obedience to the Commander under whom you are appointed 
to serve. In instances where you apprehend yourself injured you are 
to represent the same to the President or Superintendent, and on no 
account presume to do yourself justice on your superiors by a personal 
resentment. You are not to conceal from your Commander any mis- 
demeanor or irregularity that is to your knowledge committed on board, 
but acquaint him therewith as soon as you have an opportunity. You 
are to keep a regular Sea Journal in which you are carefully to insert 
the bearings and distances of the land in sight, with the depths of 
water. Also an account of what vessels you discover together with 
your transactions in chase or engagements, and any other remarks you 
think may be of use. This you are to deliver if required to the Presi- 
dent or Superintendent. You are to keep a strict look-out during 
your watch that you may not at any be surprised by enemies or 
other dangers* Therefore you inust Iceep the? people on duty stirring 
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by night to prevent their sleeping, but by no means to be guilty^ of 
that fault yourself which will upon complaint be highly resented. Yon 
are, as much as in you lies, to prevent any damage to the Honourable 
Company's ships or any waste of their stores on board, and be very 
careful to prevent any accidents by hre. You are at all times when 
on command to execute your order with courage and iidellty, to 
behave with cheerfulness and humanity to your inferiors, and to 
endeavour in time of action to animate them by your good example.^ 

On perusing the above report with its aecom])animcnts, at a Con- 
sultation of the liith March 1766 the Board observe : Read the report 
from the Committee appointed to enquire into the state of the marine 
agreeable to the Honourable Company's commands. Ordered that 
copy thereof and of the several papers annexed, be transmitted to our 
Honourable Masters and that also they follow this Consultation. Also 
tliat in future the ofheers be composed only of the number the 
Committee recommend.'^ 

On the same subject next year, 4th April 1767, the Com*t write : 
The state of your marine with the report of the committee of inquiry 
have been perused with attention. We have thought proper to order the 
several following regulations to be established for the better conducting 
this important branch to which due regard must be paid. It is 
expected the Commodore, Captains, and officers when on duty do wmar 
the Company's uniform and ever behave themselves as gentlemen to 
do credit to the service. The rank of the officers and share of prize 
money be ascertained when on service with his Majesty'^s ships to 
prevent injury in this i-espect to individuals. Before any person 
receives a Lieutenants commission he be examined as to his capacity 
as a seaman and good navigator by a committee of Commanders. And 
on his coming to the rank of a first lieutenant he be examined again as a 
pilot for the Malabar Coast and the harbours in those seas, and to be set 
aside if not qualified. For the better encouragement of capable officers 
entering into the Company's marine and to enable them to siq^port 
their ciaraeters in a decent and proper manner their pay is to be 
augmented as will be spoke of hereafter. Here .it may not be amiss 
to remark that from the trade and shipping of Bombay being much 
increased and greater encouragement given to officers in the merchants'' 
employ than in the Company's service, few capable officers desire to 
engage in it but prefer the advantages of the merchants^ service earned 
with much less danger and fatigue. Also some officers who have been 
dismissed the Company's marine for misdemeanours have met with 
such encouragement in the merchants'’ service that instead of looking 
on their dismissal as a punishment rather consider it as a fortunate 
event. To remedy this in future it is proposed that such officers 
as are dismissed be not allowed to remain in India but are to be sent to 
Ingland,^ That the lieutenante be advised they are not entitled to 
the captain^s l^ble which they have claimed as their right. But that 
the captains may be left to act therein as they think proper, that 
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€laim being sometimes attended with very disagreeable eimimstanees 
which may subvert the order discipline and subordination so 
necessary in all communities; and to keep uj) a harmony and good 
understanding in the cruisers. That the lieutenants next to a command 
should serve under the Commodore as the pi’oper channel for prefer- 
ment. That such volunteers as are sent out for the Marine sendee 
be not permitted to change into the military, lliat the present 
regulation of the galivats is very improper as their masters are taken 
from the class of boatswains and gunners who oftentimes from want 
of education are unfit to command vessels caiuying eight to ten guns 
and a company of between forty and fifty men having often large 
convoys under their care. To obviate this inconvenienee and for the 
advantage of the service in general, as well as an encouragement to the 
lieutenants in particular, it is recommended that the command of galivats 
be given to lieutenants. That an officer called a master-at-arms is 
necessary on board the capital cruisers, his duty being to discipline the 
seamen to small arms and to take care of the lights and to prevent 
disturbances in the ship. Such a station would be a comfortable pro- 
vision to a Serjeant who is rendered incapable of his duty in the in- 
fantry, and to teach seamen to shoot at a butt for exercising the artillery 
when their business will permit. The pay of the commanders of the 
capital cruisers to continue at the present establishment of Es. 80 a 
month and two servants, and the commanders of the other ships at 
Es. 60 a month and one servant. No lieutenants are to rank below third 
lieutenants. The pay of the first lieutenants to be augmented to Es. 50 
a month and of the second and third to Es. 40 each, each lieutenant being 
allowed a servant. Surgeons to have Es. 50 a month and a servant; 
and; as a farther encouragement, they are to be removed from the marine 
to the subordinate factories according to their seniority and as vacancies 
liappen, and from thence to the Presidency. The boatswains'^ and 
gunners^ pay to be Es. 24 and the midshipmen^s Es. 16 a month, and 
the boatswains^ and gunners*^ mates each Es. 12.^ 

In their letter of 18th March 1768 the Court write: The cruizer 
you inform us was building of five hundred tons burthen we suppose 
was absolutely necessary and consequently acquiesce in. At the same 
time we cannot agree with you that one of a larger burthen would be 
for our interest. "We suppose this new cruiser and the Defiance are 
built to carry twelve -pounders which we think is heavier mettle than 
any of our eruizers have occasion to make use of. Another objection 
is that the additional number of men required to answer the purpose 
intended will be too great for ns ever to keep up, finding it very 
difficult even upon the present plan to procure seamen sufficient. As 
we wrote you fully under the 26tli March 1766 by Anson and Devon^ 
shire on this subject we refer you thereto.^ 

On the 28th October 1769 a Consultation records: Bead a letter 
wrote by order of a Bench of His Majesty^s Justices representing the 


^ Court to Bombay 4tli April 1767 paras 10-25, Fub, Dep, Courtis Letters Vol. 7 of 
1766-1768,240-243. 

^ Court to Bombay I8tb Har, 1768 para 12, Fub, 2)ep. Court’s Letters Yol, 7 of 
1768, 301. 
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necessity of regulating the wages of seafaring men who often demand 
most exorbitant wages and in open violation of the law combine 
together and refuse to serve without such demands being eom])lied 
with. After consideration it is agreed to regulate the -wages of the 
kscars in the following manner^ and to issue a publication requiring 
the same to be strictly adhered to. If any of them are found hereafter 
to take more^ they will be fined or receive such corporal punishment as 
any two of His Majesty^s Justices of the Peace may think proper to 
inflict; Helmsmen, Rs. 10 a month; topasses Rs. 6; lasears lls. 5; 
and batta lasears Re. J a day.^ 

On April 6th, 1770, -with a view to reduce the marine force the Court 
wn-ite : As peace is restored with Haidar Ali, and as, during the course 
of -the war, his strength by sea has been much diminished, we direct 
thif you do not keep up a larger naval force than is absolutely 
necessary for preserving that superiority and state of defence which 
must always be maintained at Bombay. It is our pleasure that you 
consult our Superintendent on this matter, and that you proceed to 
adjust the marine establishment on the most frugaf j^lan possible 
which may be consistent with the safety of our possessions and the 
effectual protection of our commerce in those j)arts, taking care at 
all limes to conform to the instructions given you by our letters of the 
18th March 1768 para 12, and of the 26th March 1766 para 11, 
res|)eeting the size of ships to be at any time built or employed at our 
Presidency of Bombay.^ 

On the representation of the merchants regarding the exorbitant 
wages demanded by seafaring people, the Marine Superintendent writes 
to Government on the 6th August 1771: The merchants have often 
made representations to this Honourable Board of the exoi'bitant wages 
demanded by, and other impositions on the part of, the common sea- 
faring people belonging to this port. In consequence thereof several 
regulations have been published by Government, to restrain the helms- 
men, sirangs, lasears, and others belonging to this port from insisting 
on exorbitant wages. Yet the merchants notwithstanding are often 
obliged to submit to their impositions rather than suffer their vessels 
to remain in port to the great prejudice of trade. Prom the same cause 
■the Honourable Company's cruiseis are greatly distressed to make up 
their complement of men, and often go to sea with half their complement 
of lasears, though there are numbers in the place. But this evil arises 
from sirangs supporting and keeping them, though they have no 
money, and gives them this influence over this class of people. I beg 
leave to offer the following regulations to your consideration as a means 
to remove this great clog to trade, _as well as to enable the Honourable 
Company* s commanders of the cruizers to keep up their complements 
of natives for the stated pay allowed, and also "to secure that on any 
emergency men can be found immediately for any sudden service : 


» Court to Bombay 6th April 1770, Pub. Pep. Court’s L. Tol. 8 of 1769 ■ 1 771, 138.. ' 
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That an office b© established under the direction of the Saperintendent, in 
which the names o£ all helmsmen^ topasses, sirangs, and lascars belonging to this 
port shall be enrolled with the place of their abode ; also all heliiismen topasses 
or iascars that shall be discharged from or leave any ship in this port shall be 
enrolled with the place of their abode and with whom they lodge. That a head 
sirang be appointed to look after and take cognizance of all lascars and a native 
Christian be appointed to take cognizance of all helmsmen and topasses. That 
all persons who shall entertain in their houses helmsmen or topasses or lascars. 
shall on their entertaining them give notice to the office of their names and what 
ship they last belonged to, and their stations on board with a description of their 
persons and ages ; and, on their leaving such houses whether to go on board ship 
or otherwise, the person with whom such helmsmen topasses or iascars lodged,, 
shall within twelve hours give notice of the same to this office. That any person 
or persons refusing to comply with or neglecting the aforesaid regulations shall, 
for the first offence, pay a fine of Es. 25 and for the second offence pay a fine of 
Bs. 50, and be disabled from keeping any house of entertainment in futrau That 
the head sirang and head Clmistian native shall give Bs. lOOO security for then*' 
carefully and diligently discharging the duties of their offices. That every captain 
commander or owner of every ship shall bring or cause to be brought all people 
who shall be shipped here, whether Europeans, helmsmen, lascars, or topasses, to 
this office to have their names registered and make theii* personal appearance. 
For this each person shall pay Be. 1, half of this to be paid either to the head 
sirang for such lascars as are shipped or to the head Christian native for every 
helmsman or topass and the other half to go towards defraying the necessary 
expenses of this office. That no Captain or overseer shall pay more than Bs. 
a month to a sirang of a ship, Hs. 10 to a first tindal of a ship ora sirang of a two- 
mast vessel, Rs. 8 to a second tindal of a ship or a first tindal of a two -mast vessel, 
Bs. 7§. to a nakhuda or a second tindal of a two-mast vessel, Bs. 5 to a iascar, 
Bs. 10 to a helmsman, and Bs. 6 to a topass. That on proof and conduction of 
any more being paid, a fine of Rs. 500 shall be levied, one-half to go to the 
informer and one-half to the register- office. That batta lascars shall have only 
one-quarter of a rupee a day, and shall have no provision ; their sirangs* and tindals* 
pay only as beforementioned. That any helmsman, sirang, tindal, or Iascar 
requiring or demanding more pay than is fixed by these regulations, shall, on the 
evidence of two witnesses, be fined one month’s pay and receive corporal punish- 
•ment. • 
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If these regulations meet your approbation, I beg you will reeom- 
mend them to the tionourable the Court of Directors for their being 
established as a private law for this colony.-^- 

On receipt of this letter from the Marine Superintendent, the 13tb 
August 1771, the Board record : In consequence of a letter from the 
Marine Superintendent respecting the pay and management of the 
sirangs helmsmen and lascars belonging to this place, it is resolved, as it 
appears for the benefit of the trade of this place, that the regulations 
proposed be. carried into execution, and the Secretary is to issue a 
proclamation to give due notice of it.^ 

On the 16th December 1771 the President communicated by letter to Marine Charges,, 
the Board the following j>lan for the reduction of the marine charges : 

The charges of the marine on close of the books for 1770 surpass the 
amount of customs near a lakh and a half of rupees and I fear from the 
late decline of trade that enclose of those for 1771 the difference will be 
still greater. I now therefore lay before you a plan I have formed for 
a reduction in the expenses of the capital cruisers galivats and bcats^ and 


3 Pub. Diary 5S of 1771, 780 - 783. , 

® Pab, Diary 58 of 1721* 768. Comp, of Bimdmg Drd.Tob 2 of.l76P -1788, 
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cliarges on mereliandise. The present monthly pay and provisions, with 
provisions to the detachments, amounts on a medium to Es. 24,200. 
The plan I propose to reduce it to, -will not exceed Es. 18,200 -which, 
including Es. 2190, the expense of pafamars and luggage boats not 
inserted in the abstract laid before the Board in the year 1766, and 
allowing for the difference of pay and provisions to 274 Europeans more 
in the service, and the increase of the lieutenants and their advanced 
■wages, -will decrease the expense below what it then was. The real 
lessening of the present charges will be Es. 6000 a month in the pay 
and provisions. And as I propose that the Resolution or Bombay grab, 
Expedition ketch, Triumph prahm, and fora; galivats should be 
laid up, the expense of their wear and tear will also be saved. _ I 
have calculated for the Resolution being continued in commission. 
But when the grab is repaired, the Resolution may be laid up or sold 
and the difference of their sailing charges being Es. 1000 a month, the 
expense will be so much less. It is my opinion that it would be better 
to sell her as she is by no means calculated for a ship of war not being 
able to carry or fight her lower deck guns. In consideration of the 
additional number of European seamen that this alteration will occasion 
on board the respective vessels, you will be pleased to observe it is my 
intention that the detachments in future shall be formed of topasses 
which alone will cause a considerable difference in the expense of provi- 
sions. The charges of the galivat employed to and from BntcheEs 
Island ought to be defrayed by the military paymaster under the head 


of garrison charges.' 

Tonehing the above proposals on the 18th December 1771 the Board 
record : The President lard before the Board a letter proposing a 
reduction in the establishment and expense of the marine and enclosing 
a statement of it agreeable to his proposal. After consideration it is 
ordered that our Honourable Emploj-ers he advised thereof in our 
address per Dutton, and that the marine superintendent he furnished 
with a copy of it for his opinion on that subject till when the consider- 
ation of it is deferred.® 

Two months later, the 18th Pebrnrary 1772, Mr. Watson the Marine 
Superintendent, writes : The rednction of the marine is an object I have 
ever had in view, but as will fully appear by the accounts of the (Efferent 
services transmitted home by every ship, the troubles in Persia, the service 
at Balambangan, and the different expeditions have hitherto caused Ml 
employment for all our vessels. Nay, such have been the exigencies 
of the service that private vessels have been necessarily freighted to 
carry it on. After the Cooley (Koli) and Broach expeditions were over 
I did propose to the Honourable the President a reduction of the marine. 
In particular, ^ soon as our cruizers were returned from the different 
srevices on which they were employed, I proposed to lay up the Resolu- 
tion and such other vessels as were not immediately necessary for the 
protection of our trade or to awe the Mardthds who have lately increased 
their marine very considerably, and by their naany and repeated insults 


- Pub. Diary 59 of 1771, 1400. 
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sbow how necessary it is to keep a watehfiil eye upon them to prevent 
their putting a total stop to onr trade on every trifling oeeasion and 
otherwise annoying our settlements, I have earefally examined the 
plan laid before yon by the Hononrable the President which I cannot 
approve, and Imve now the honour to lay before yon one for that purpose 
which differs in many respects from the Governor's as appears by the 
statement that accompanies this and will be sufiieient to give the neces- 
sary convoys both to the northward and to the southward and to cruize 
off the port. The proposed force consists of two capital cruizers, three 
second rates, eight galivats; and a pilot vessel with two cutters for 
advice boats to be fitted out whenever wanted. The disposition, 
namely one capital cruizer, one second rate, and two galivats to give 
convoy to and from the Malabar Coast ; one capital cruizer, one second 
rate, and two galivats to give convoy to carry the Honourable the Com- 
pany's goods to and from Surat; two galivats to give convoy to the 
salt trade ; one galivat at Tellicherry ; one second rate and three galivats 
to cruize off the port and give convoy to vessels outward bound to go to 
Scindy and such like services. The Triumph prahm to receive the 
seamen from the northward. To the Revenge I have allowed a greater 
number of men in proportion to her force than to the others, as she is 
the Commodore ship and should be able on all occasions to succour other 
vessels either in fight or otherwise without being distressed, and it is 
expected that on all occasions his vessel should act with superior vigour. 
I have kept the Expedition in preference to the Drake as she has that 
essential good quality as a cruizer of being a prime sailer, and have left 
out the two bomb ketches to he laid up future service as I think 
galivats would answer better to cruize and would be less expensive in 
wear. I have also increased the number of Europeans in the galivats and 
lessened the number of lascars in j)roportion to the guns they carry. 
The whole is regulated in the same manner in proportion to the number 
of guns and the weight of metal. As the Coolies (that is the Sangars) 
are not so niimerons as formerly, I would propose three small galivats of 
the same establishment as the Ely for the Surat station in place of the 
Boneta, Otter, and Greyhoujid Ms/hich will make a difference of Ks. 3647 
annually besides the difference in the expense of their apparel. I must 
also beg leave to differ in sentiments from the President of sending 
topasses on detachments on board the cruizers as they are in general 
poor feeble men unable to bear arms. If Coff rees (negroes from Zanzi- 
bar) could be got, who in general are stout ablebodied men, they would 
be far preferable to any topasses I have seen or sepoys either Moor- 
men or Pharas more particularly for the larger cruizers and to be 
formed in a battalion or independent companies as they would then be 
inured to the sea, learn the common ship^s duty, and be accustomed 
to the manner of living on board ship and provide accordingly, and be 
able to render effectual service when necessary, when raw unexperienced 
men would from sea-sickness and want of knowledge be almost useless. 
The Resolution may either be sold or let out to freight or laid up as 
may appear most for the Honourable Gompany^s advantage. If future 
circumstances can admit of any further diminutioxi in this expensive 
branch I shall with pleasure embrace the opportunity of lapng it 
before you as it ever has been my study to-do the most effectual service 
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for my Honourable Employers^ interest at the least expense^, at the 
same time having due regard to the protection of trade and the neces- 
sary superiority they indispensably must maintain in these seas. 

Touching the above proposals on the 18th Eehraary 1772 the Board 
resolve: The Superintendent laid before the Board a letter giving 
his sentiments of the President's proposal for the reduction of the 
marine and enclosing one of his own for that purpose. Oideied 
that this letter and statement of the marine be entered at the foot of 
this Consultation and tliat they be sent round together with the Presi- 
dent's for the consideration of each member after wliich we shall take 
the necessary resolutions on it.^' 

Two months later, the 28th April 1772, the President lays before. the 
Board a modification of his former proposals. On the 23rd April 1772 
he writes : In my former proposal for the establishment of the marine 
I calculated for the expense of the Resolution, the grab not being then 
repaired ; but remarked when she was that the Resolution might be 
laid up or sold. Ihe difference in the pay and provisions between the 
two, agreeable to my plan for manning the Resolution and my plan for 
manning the grab, is Rs. 20,000 a year exclusive of the wear and tear. 
The g):ah is therefore greatly to be preferred, but I do not see any neces- 
sity for increasing tlie number of vessels I proposed or changing them 
for others, except the six galivats for the Surat station for -which I did 
not provide in my plan. The Chief and Factors having desired the 
Viper may be recalled the galivat being esteemed sufficient for their 
convoys renders her contmuanee unnecessary. The number of Europeans 
actually belongiBg to the cruizers that sailed from the island, alone 
occasioned the expense of the vessels I proposed to approach so near to 
that of tlie number proposed by Mr. Watson who lias divided them 
between this and the Surat fleet. I concur in every part of Mr. Watson^s 
proposal for maiming the fleet except the Bombay grab, hut as she only 
carries two guns less than the Revenge, I think the number of hands 
should be proportioned for the reason Mr. Watson gives that of being 
able to assist other vessels under their convoy that may be in distress. 
As it is they seldom go in company, one of them with a smaller vessel 
having always been esteemed a good and sufficient convoy. I now lay 
before you another calculate of the expense of the vessels I propose to 
keep on the establishment (including the six galivats for Surat and the 
yacht) manned agreeable to Mr. Watsoiris plan, exclusive of the wear 
and tear of five vessels more in his plan than mine. The Expedition, 
it is certain, goes well, but she is weak and sails at as much expense as 
the Brahe, and the Terrible bomb will answer as well and sails at no 
more expense than the SuccesB. The Fancy bomb will be of great 
service at Tellielierry in giving convoy to their trade to and from Onor, 
Mangalor, and other porta and save the heavy expense of armed 
macJwds. The Ranger, Wolf, and Fly galivats being the worst may 
be laid up or sold. The new galley not being needed need not be begun. 
We have no more enemies to encounter than we had in 1757 when 


1 Pub. Biary 60 of 1772, 187 - 100. ^ Pub. Diary 60 of 1772, 167 - 168. 
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sixteen criiizers answered every purpose. The plan I now lay before 
you, allows for 21, Mr. Watson proposes 26.. I am of opinion they may- 
be still imlher reclueecl. , The commodore and seven captains; . one of 
whom to command on the Surat station, are suiSeient. The %i/ cutter, 
Edphrates sloo'Py the Brigo and galivats ought to be commanded by the 
eldest lieutenants according to their rank.^ 

At a Consultation, the 28th April 1772, after reading the above letter 
with the modified proposals from the President, the Honourable W. 
Hornby, the Board agreed to defer the consideration of it, but resolved, 
as soon as the season arrived for Ia}dng up the cruisers, to reduce the 
marine as much as possible^ 

On considering the different proposals regarding the marine charges 
and reductions, at a Consultation of the 8th July 1772 the Board came 
to the following resolution : The President and Mr. Watson having 
at different times laid before us their sentiments on the number of 
vessels necessary to form a proper marine establishment for the services 
of this Presidency and for the Surat station, as entered under the 18th 
December 1771 and the 18th February and 28th April 1772, and as the 
present season is the most proper for making such reductions herein as may 
appear necessary, the question is aeeoi*dingly now taken into considera- 
tion and after being maturely debated the following resolutions are passed 
hereon : The ship Rt^soUition being an improper vessel for the servdee 
for which she was intended must be put out of commission immediately 
on her return from Madras, and, at the opening of the season, we shall 
endeavour to dispose of her by public outcry. Ihe following vessels 
are to be continued as the marine establishment for this Presidency 
for the convoy to Basra and for Balambangan which the Superinten- 
dent concurs with us in thinking sufficient, namely two capital 
cruizers the llpvenge and Bombay grab, three second-rate cruizers 
being the Bagle snow, the Success ketch, and the Drake snow or 
Expedition ketch whichever on their return from the Persian Gulf 
he on survey esteemed most proper, six galivats, two cutters being 
the Spy and a new cutter lately launched, eight patamar boats, nine 
luggage boats, three water boats and the yacht, one galivat for Sind, 
and the two schooners on the galivat establishment for Basra. The 
Fancy bomb for the Tellieherry station, and for the Surat station the 
Terrible bomb as proposed by Mr. Watson with fi.ve galivats. The 
Superintendent is directed to lay before us a report of the galivats 
which are most proper to be continued and a plan of the establishment 
now resolved on accompanied by an estimate of the expense which will 
annually attend it and a list of the vessels hereby put out of commis- 
sion when we shall determine on what shall be done with them.^ 

On the 14th July 1772 the Superintendent writes: In obedience 
to your commands of the 8th instant, I now lay before you the state 
of the reformed marine establishment the whole amount of which for 


2 Pub. Diary 61 of 1772, 461 -483. _ - , - - 

® Bom. Got. Consultation 2Stb April, 1772, ■ Pab. ffiary.Ol of 1772, 474.' 
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pay and provisions is B,s. 1,99,245|. But I presume the Secretary 
erred in omitting’ the T-riumph prahm as I thought it was the sense o£ 
the Board that she should be kept. Her annual charges of pay and 
provisions is Rs. 1711-1-76. The Fatamar hoais have hitherto 
carried a number of men that they might be enabled to row. This I 
am well convinced is an unnecessary expense, being well informed they 
never use their oars unless in coming in or leaving a port. I have there- 
fore taken the liberty to reduce the number of people ten lascars in 
each boat in this present establishment which, I hope, wihmeet with 
your concurrence. The following statement shows the mai-ine charges 
finally resolved upon at the Consultation of the 8th J uly^ : 

Bowhay Marine, 1772. 
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1772. 


Yearly 

Provisions, 


Total 

Expense. 


Yearly Pay. 


Quality. 


Bombay, 


Mvengey Crmzer. 


Bombay Grab 


BaglB Snow 


BreOie or Expedv 
Um Cruiser. 


Fox Galivat 


AnUlope 


Bomto 


Cutter 


FBHrel 





Rs, q* r. 

Rs. 

q. r. 

f 

110 

Europeans 

19,339 0 80 

8989 

0 80 



Christian Natives 

isao 0 0 

432 

0 0 

1 

30 

Lascars ... 

19l'0 0 0 

708 

0 0 

r 

70 

Europeans 

12,216 0 0 

5720 

1 60 

1 

16 

Natives ... 

m 0 0 

432 

0 0 

i 

28 

Lascars 

720 0 0 

720 

0 0 

f 

50 

Europeans 

9004 3 20 

4086 

0 0 


12 

Natives 

984 0 0 

336 

0 0 

1 

20 

Lascars 

1290 0 0 

516 

0 0 

f 


Eurc^ans 

7852 3 20 

3268 

3 20 

\ 

10 


840 0 0 

288 

0 0 

1 

20 

Lascars ... 

1990 0 0 

516 

0 0 

( 

24 

Europeans 

5260 3 20 

1961 

1 12 

< 

8 

Native ■ ... 

696 0 0 

240 

0 0 


le 

Lascass 

1050 0 0 

420 

0 0 


25 

Europeans 

3168 0 0 

1634 

1 60 

i 

8 

Natives 

576 0 0 

192 

0 0 

{ 

12 

Lascars .... ... ■ ... 

810 0 0 

824 

0 0 

f 

12 

Europeans 

1996 3 20 

980 

2 06 


6 

Natives ■... , ... 

432 0 0 - 

144 

0 0 

1 

12 

Las-ears ■ ■. ... 

1170 0 0 

468 

0 0 

f 

12 

Europeans 

1996 3 20 

980 

2 56 

i 

6 

Natives ... 

4:12 0 0 

144 

0 0 


12 

■lascars .... ■ 

SIO 0 0 

324 

0 0 

f 

10 

Europeans 

1760 1 60 

817 

0 80 

1 

6 

Natives 

432 0 0 

144 

0 0 

( 

16 

Lascars ... 

1050 0 0 

420 

0 0 

f 

10 

Europeans 

1766 1 60 

817 

0 80 


6 

Natives 

432 0 0 

144 

0 0 

1 

14 

Lascars- ... ■ ■... 

1050 0 0 

327 

0 0 

f 

6 

Europeans 

1305 2 40 

490 

1 28 


4 

Natives ,« 

288 0 0 

96 

0 0 

( 

10 

Lascars 

645 0 0 

258 

0 0 







f 

20 

Europeans 

3662 8 20 

1634 

1 60 

] 

6 

Natives 

432 0 0 

144 

0 0 

i 

18 

Lascars 

1170 0 0 

468 

Q 0 







( 

13 

Europeans 

1990 3 20 

983 

2 56 


6 

Natives ,« 

432 0 0 

144 

0 0 

t 

12 

Lascars 

810 0 0 

324 

0 0 
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Yearly 

Provisions. 


Vessels. 


Quality. 


Bombay— con^i««;e{L 


S Tindals 
80 Lascars 


8 Pafcamar Boats 


9 Luggage Boats 


3 Water Boats 


1 Yacht 


Tbllichbrry 


Fams Bomb 


Basba. 


DoJ^hin Schooner. 


12 Europeans 
6 Natives „ 
22 Lascars ... 


Surat, 


14 Europeans 
6 Natives ... 
13 Lascars ... 


T&rribU Bomb 


6 Europeans 
6 Natives ... 
12 Lascars ... 


Squirrel Galivat 


8 Europeans 
6 Natives ... 
14 Lascars ... 


Omyhowid 


12 Europeans 
6 Natives 
12 Lascars ... 


SharH 


10 Europeans 
6 Natives ... 
14 Lascars ... 


10 Europeans 
B Natives 
14 Lascars ... 


SCQfDT. 

Eupkr^^s Galivat. 


10 Europeans 
6 Natives ... 
12 Lascars ... 


Note— The record total is Es. 2,00,042. The paiuwor-boats, luggage-boats, water-boats, and yacht, 
anmunting to Es. 18,812 deducted from the above, leave the marine Es. 1,83,1;^ 

Mmmmhfmnt :-~Jievengfe i 1 Commodore, 1 First Lieutenant, 2 Sedond Lieutenants, 2 Third Lieute- 
nants, Grab ; 1 CJaptain, J First Lieutenant, 2 Second Lieutenants, 1 Third Lieutenant. Eagle 

n ^ Second Lieutenant, 3 Third Lieutenants. Escp&diiim : 1 Captain, 1 Second Lieute- 

nMt,3 IhiTO Lieutenants- 8wiimi,i 1. Captain, 1 Seocmd Lieutenant,! TMrd lieutenant. TerrihlB^ 
i Oaptflmi, 1 Second Lieutenant ; IT Lieutenants for the Galivat®. List of Officers in employ : 
1 Commodore and 5 Captains, 3 First Lieutenants, 25 Second Lieutenants, 8 Third Lieutenants, 
supernumemiy : 5 Captai&sJ 1 First lieutenant, 6 Second .Heutmants, 12 Third Lieutenwats. 
veaseis tobe reduced in the Hon. Company’s Marine: -Msoh&Uonj DrokH or ExpeMtoUt Viper. 

Pub, Kary 61 of 17T2, 696-m 
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At a Consultation, the 14th July 177^, after reading the above 
letter with its a(KX)mpardments the Board observe : As the Superinten- 
dent represents it is necessary that the Triumph prahm should be kept 
on float for the reception of seamen from the hospital, it is therefore 
now agreed to ; but it was no mistake in the Secretary as the Superin- 
tendent supposes, for we had not before resolved to keep her for this 
service* We approve the reduction he proposes in the number of 
people to be employed on the patamar boats and direct that it be done 
imme^ately. lire vessels which are now in port and are out of com- 
mission must be laid up till the opening of the season when they will 
be put up at public outery and sold if proper prices can be procured for 
them by which time we hope the remaining vessels will be returned 
that they may be tried at the same time.^ 

A Consultation, the 4th May 177B, records : Eesolved in order to 
prevent complaints of a similar nature in future, which we fear will 
otherwise be too frequent, that no officer in command of a galivat or such 
like small vessel shall in future be permitted to accept of any money 
or other consideration whatever from the owner or ndkhuddd of any 
boats or vessels that proceed under their convoy, let them belong to 
whomsoever they may, under,, pain of immediate dismission from the 
Honouiable Company's service.^ 

Eegarding convoy money the diary of the 6th December 1774 
records : By our Eesolution of the 4th May 1773 it was ordered that 
no lieutenant in command, of any vessel in the marine should be per- 
mitted to collect any convoy money. This was intended to put a stop 
to that avidity of gain which app^ed amongst the marine lieutenants 
who had actually in several instsmees sacrificed the public seivice to 
tibeir Own emoluments. But as we have reason to conclude that it will 
be attended with benefit to trade and advantage to the seivice to settle 
this matter upon another footing, the following regulations are estab- 
lished to be in force from henceforward and respecting the rates to be 
paid and money so collected for convoys : That the captains of the 
several cruisers proceeding either to and from Surat or to the south- 
ward of this port shall, as hitherto practised, be entitled to the money 
collected from all boats or vessels proceeding under their convoy pro- 
vided they do not collect more than the undermentioned established 
rates : Tl^t the money collected for convoy by all lieutenants in com- 
mand of galivats or other vessels, whether belonging to this establish- 
ment or Surat, proceeding to Surat, must be paid to the pui*ser marine 
there immediately after their arrival. He must remit the amount at 
the close of each season to the Supexintendent here with the accounts of 
it. That the money collected by lieutenants in command of galivats or 
other vessels, whether belonging to this or to the Surat establishment, 
proceeding from Surat hither, must be paid immediately after their 
amval to the Supexintendent. That the convoy money so collected be 
divided at the close of the season by the Superintendent between the 
Commodore and the several captains in the marine, the Commodore to 
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receive two sliares and all the captains one share each. That all con- 
voy money collected by lieutenants in command o£ galivats or other 
vessels proceeding from hence to the southward or on their return be 
paid to the Superintendent immediately after their arrival here. He is 
on the close of each season to divide the same in equal shares without 
regard to I’ank between the lieutenants in the marine belonging to the 
Bombay station who have been in command of galivats during the 
season or in proportion for the time they have been in command^ unless 
they shall have been displaced for any improper behaviour in wHch ease 
they are to receive no proportion whatever. That all convoy money 
collected by lieutenants in command of galivats or other small vessels 
proceeding to the northward of Surat and returning to the bar 
from the northward shall be esteemed the property of the captain com- 
manding on that station and shall be paid him accordingly. 1'hat the 
undermentioned rates established for convoy in the year 1767 shall 
never on any pretence be exceeded and any officer tliat may be convict- 
ed of exacting more than allowed by those rates or who shall conceal any 
part of what he may actually have collected, shall be punished as guilty 
of breach of orders by absolute dismission from the service of the 
Honourable Company. These rates are ; 

Voyage. Vessel. Rs, 

{ A topsail vessd or batela ... 

A diibar between 200 and ^00 Miaiidis ... 10| 

Bo. from 100 to 200 do. ... 7^ 

Do. of 100 or under do. ... 5| 

{ A topsail vessel or hatela 8i 

A shihar between 200 and 300 Miandis^*. 7| 

Do. from loo to 200 do. ... 6| 

Do. of 100 or under do. ... 4-J 

For all boats or topsail hatelds proceeding to the southward convoy 
money may be collected agreeable to the foregoing rates between 
Bombay and Surat and not more, and for all boats or topsail batelds 
returning from the southward convoy money may be collected after the 
rate of one-quarter of a rupee for every khandi agreeable to the number 
of khandis specified in their pass. No convoy may be afforded to any 
boats or vessels on any pretence without they are furnished with English 
passes and colours.^ 

At a Consultation on the 2nd July 1777 the Board resolve and 
order that it be established from henceforward as a rule in the marine 
and signified to every officer therein that the master attendant is to be 
considered and respected by them as the second officer in the marine and 
next in line to the Superintendent.^ 

A Consultation of 31st December 1777 records : The President 
acquaints us that he has settled with the Commodore respecting the 
allowance for himself and the captains of ihe squadron upon the same 
footing as at Bengal with which he is perfectly satisfied. These 
allowance are : For the Commodore^ a house and forty shillings a 
day ; each captain, a house and two hundred rupees a month. Addi- 

, . - .4 ^ 
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tioBal allowances: The Conunodoire, Rs. 350 a month! the Secretary 
Rs. 100 a month ; each captain Ks. 50 a month.^ 

At a Consultation on the 13th October 1779 the Board resolved t^t 
proper banbsauls (rooms) be built on Bntcher^s Island for the reception 
of the seamen belonging to the cruisers^ during the rains. These will 
much contribute to their health and prevent the desertion experienced 
last rains while His Maj^ty^s ships were at this port. For this purpose 
the proper orders will be issued and also for the enlarging the present 
reservoir of water there,® 

A Consnltation of the 25th January 1780 records : An estimate 
of the expense of building a banksanl on Bntcher^s Isknd for the 
accommodation of the seamen during the rains is now laid before us 
according to order of the 15th (13th) October last amounting to 
Rs. 39,885-1-50 exclusive of provisions to the workmen. Ordered that 
the work be executed accordingly agreeable to our said resolution.® 

A Consultation of the 6th December 1780 records : A certificate must 
be transmitted to the treasurer in England for the ainount of the 
money received into the treasury on account of subscriptions for the 
maritime school with a list of the subscribers, and it must be recom- 
mended to the Honourable Company to make good the amount there- 
of.^ 

On the 19th March 1778 the Court write : We have determined not 
to consent for the present to any marine house being built.^ 

On the 17th April 1778 the Court write : The ships Morse, Gale- 
hrooke. Royal Uemy, and Royal Admiral, since we closed our 
despatches of the 19th ultimo, having been unexpectedly detained on 
account of the situation of puhfie affairs, affords us an opportunity of 
acquainting you that we have resolved after mature consideration that 
the office of superintendent of the marine at your Presidency shall not 
be continued.^ 

The same year, 23rd December 1778, the Court write : It is now 
our order and we hereby direct that immediately upon the receipt of 
this latter a Board of Marine be formed at Bombay and that the said 
Board do consist of ike following pei*sons : The President and such 
members of the Council for the time being as shall be resident upon 
the island of Bombay, in which the marine paymaster will of course be 
included ; (also) the master attendant, the commodore, and the marine 
storekeeper. That the said Board of Maiine do meet once in every 
week at least and oftener if necessary for the disposal of business. That 
no member of the Board of Marine nor any person employed in the 
marine office, except the Secretary and his assistants, he allowed any 
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additional salary or emolument on that aceount. That the Secretary 
to the Marine Board be (one) of our covenanted servants and that he be 
allowed a yearly salary equal to £100 sterling. That the assistant 
secretary in the marine office be allowed a monthly gratuity of Rs. 
being the allowance made to the assistant to the late superintendent of 
marine during the existence of that office. That each of the members 
of the Board do in his turn officiate as auditor of marine accounts 
and comptroller of the marine office, beginning with the junior member 
who shall officiate the first week or the first month as the Board shall 
agree, and proceeding regularly to the senior member of the Board, 
the President and Marine Paymaster excepted. That in ease of an 
attack on the island of Bombay as the office of superintendent is aboh 
ished the master attendant be added to the committee of defence. In 
ease of the death or removal or coming away of the master attendant, 
it is our order that the commodore for the time being succeed provi- 
sionally to the office of master attendant and hold the same until our 
further pleasure therein shall be known/ 

Accordingly the Bombay Government at a Consultation of the 16th 
June 1780 resolved that a Board of Marine be forthwith formed for 
transacting the business of the Marine Department and that the 
regulations contained in the Courtis letter of 2Srd December 1778 do 
take place from the 1st of next month (July 1780) and the (Marine) 
Board meet as soon after that day m may be judged convenient. 
Government ordered also that copies of the regulations ^tablished by 
the Honourable Company be delivered to eacb. member of the Board 
of Marine. A Secretary and assistants will be appointed on the meeting 
of the Board of Marine. Government further add : “We observe the 
Honourable Company in the 61st paragraph of their commands have 
excepted the President and Marine Paymaster from officiating as 
audiW and comptroller. We will suppose that the President is excused 
from these offices on account of the many other avocations of his station, 
and the auditor and comptroller being himself under the control of the 
President. But on whatever principles they have excepted the 
Marine Paymaster, we are decidedly of opinion that it is equally proper 
the Master Attendant, Commodore, and Marine Storekeeper should be 
exempted from acting in those capacities which it is presumed the 
Company have overlooked in their arrangements, and it is therefore 
unanimously resolved that the Master Attendant Commodore and 
Marine Storekeeper be exempted from serving in turn with the other 
mrabers as auditors and comptrollers and that only the Members of 
Council with the exceptions made by the Company do officiate in those 
offices. It is also ordered that the necessary extracts from these regula- 
tions be sent to the subordinates with directions for their being duly 
observed/ 

At a Consultation of the 5 th July the Board remark : We had intend- 
ed this day to have opened the Marine Board agreeable to our resolu- 
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tion of the 16th ultimo (June). But as we afterwards determined to 
defer the decision on Mr. Hasell^s conduct till the ariival of the Frwie 
which may be soon expected and we shall then either by appointing 
Mr. Hasell to his office (of marine storekeeper) or some other person 
in his room be able to put this department upon the footing directed 
by the Company and to form a complete Board, it is now resolved to 
defer meeting as a Board of Marine till we iiave decided with respect 
to Mr. HaselFs case. In the meantime the business of the marine 
will be carri^ on agreeable to the Company's regulations under the 
inspection of the Governor who sign all indents and issue 

necessary orders.^ 

On the 27th May 1781 the Bombay Government write to the Court : 
We have from time to time explained in out diary the causes which 
have prevented our forming a Board of Marine. Since Mr. Coggan has 
taken charge of his office of marine storekeeper it has been a season of 
too much business to permit us to enter upon a new institution with the 
requisite attention. In other respects the business of the rmnne has 
been conducted according to the late regulations^ under the immediate 
inspection of the President, with this diference in point of form that 
the accounts instead of coming before us in the capacity of a Board of 
Marine are as formerly subject to the control of the Committee of 
Accounts and are finally audited by us as President and Council.^ 

On the 10th February 1784 they further write : At our first 
meeting in Council after Mr. Hornby departure, the President (the 
Honourable Eawson Hart Boddam) ^uainted us that his other more 
necessary avocations would prevent his attending to the interior part 
of the business in the Marine Department so attentively as he could 
wish. He therefore desired that it might be conducted by the Marine 
Paymaster in the same manner as it was previous to the receipt of your 
orders dated 23rd December 1778, the assistant, late in the office 
of superintendent, hut who since the abolition of that post has been 
placed under the Master Attendant, was directed to obey the pay- 
master's orders. This will occasion no alteration whatever in^ the 
mode of conducting the business of the marine or any additional 
expense to you, and all orders will in future be issued through the 
paymaster as was heretofore usual.^ 

On the 18th March 1785 the Court write : The reasons which 
you offered during the war that the ships belonging to His Majesty^s 
squadron so fully engrossed the marine yard that you could not then 
carry into execution our orders and regulations of December 1778 for 
forming a Marine Board, can no longer exist, now that peace is restored.. 
Nor can the excuses offered in your letter of the 10th February 1784 
of the many more necessary avocations in which our President is 
engaged be adoritted for further postponing this essential business. 
In our opinion the Emulations bid fair to produce the most beneficial 
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consequences to the Company as well as to those merchants who 
may build or repair their ships at Bombay* They haTe been drawn up 
with all the care and attention due to so salutary a measure. And we 
are determined our orders shall in this respect be obeyed. You are 
therefore to consider it as our positive command, to which we will not 
admit any further evasion or excuse, that immediately upon receipt 
of this letter you do fom the Marine Board and comply with the several 
orders and instructions respecting the same as directed in our letter of 
the 23rd December 1778.^ 

A Consultation of the 19th August 1785 records ; Government 
proceed to take into consideration the Honourable Company's 
commands of the 18th March la^t (1785) relative to the appointment 
of a Marine Board when the following resolutions are taken: That 
the members who are to compose the Board of Marine be summoned to 
meet us on Thursday, the 1st of September next, for conducting the 
business agreeable to the Company's orders. That Mr. Robert Kitson, 
senior mereliant, be appointed Secretary to the said Board with a 
yearly salary of £100 ; that Mr. Frederick Beeves be appointed assist- 
ant secretary to the Board of Marine with a monthly allowance of 
Rs. 34 and removed from the accountant's office. That the command- 
ers of the Company's cruizers when despatched on distant services or 
to the settlements subordinate to this Presidency shall receive their 
orders from us as heretofore customary. But the detail of marine 
affairs in this part is to be managed by the Comptroller of the Marine 
Board agreeable to the instructions contained in the 62nd paragraph 
of the Honourable Company's regulations in their letter of 23rd 
December 1778.” 

A Consultation of the 2nd October 1786 records : Having resolved 
at our meeting of the 15th of August last to take into consideration 
the mode of conducting the business of the marine in future, this sub- 
ject is now resumed. After an attentive perusal of the Honourable 
Company's orders of the 21st September 1785, respecting the depart- 
ments for conducting the public business of this Presidency, it is 
resolved that from this day all business relative to tbe marine shall be 
conducted by thi^ Board in the Public Department ; and that the 
Board of Marine as established under the 19th of August 1785 shall 
be abolished of which the members constituting that Board are to be 
acquainted. And that it be signified to the Marine Paymaster, Murine 
Storekeeper, and Master Attendant that the business of their respec- 
tive offices is to be carried on agreeably to the orders of the Honour- 
able the Court of Directors as signified in their commands of the 23rd 
December 1778 and the orders and regulations which have from time 
io time been issued by the Board of Marine. It will be the duty of 
the Comptroller of the Marine to see these regulations are strictly 
attended to. Resolved that the two junior members of Council do 
in rotation continue to act as Comptrollers of the Marine and that all 
ordei^s relative to the detail of the marine be m future issued in tbe 
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name of the Honourable the President. Mr. Eobert Kitson is to 
continue to act as secretary to the Comptrollers with Mr. Frederick 
Beeves for his assistant.^ 

The 5th January 1786, a Consultation records : The Board take into 
consideration the orders necessary to be given the commanders of the 
craizers respecting the accommodation of the Company's civil and 
military servants who may be ordered on board on public service. 
Eesolved that they be directed to admit all civil and military servants 
to their tables who are to have a reasonable part of the cabin assigned 
for their accommodation with a constant free passage to their quarter 
galleries. This regulation must be considered as a standing order and 
is to be communicated by the Board of Marine to the different officers 
in command of the Honourable Company's craizers.^ 

In 1788 the Polish savant Dr. Hov4 who considered himself slighted 
by the Bombay Government, recorded the following somewhat ill-natured 
and ignorant notice of the Bombay Marine ; The Government of 
Bombay have a marine of several vessels, mounting a few guns, which 
are to my idea quite useless in time of war, for the Marathds have 
twice that strength, and usually give defiance to the English marine. 
As the Bombay vessels are solely calculated to protect the trade, it 
might be easily so contrived that the trade would -protect itself, by 
destroying the pirates which have straggled from the opposite continent, 
and for the immense expense these protectors are maintained with, to 
construct a couple of ships of war, which would oppose those that are 
now building at Tippoo^s expense in time of emergency. The convoys 
consisting often of two hundred batelas, generally set out from Surat 
at the lift of high springs. According to its size each boat in the 
convoy pays the Commodore Bs. 12 to Bs. 28. This is the sole 
emolument belonging to the Commodore, as they call him, who has this 
station for one year, and generally makes an immense fortune during 
that period. Though the honest merchants pay him this exorbitant 
demand, of which the Company have not a single farthing, they very 
often lose their merchandise under this protection. In 1788 I saw two 
batelds carried off by the Koolys without further hindrance than a short 
chase by the Commodore.^ 
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R E V E N U E A N D F I N A N C E. 

Acquisition to Union of Companies, 1664 -1708. 

Ijst 15S8, ten years after its acquisition by the Portngaese, Bombay 
was rented in perpetuity to Garcia D'^Orta, a physician and professor 
of Lisbon^ who lived in India from 1534 to 1572. Garcia paid a 
yearly quit-rent of about £85 (1432^ pardaos). In bis work called 
Conversations on Drugs^ written in 1563^ Garcia mentions the island 
under the names Bombaim and Mombaira. He also notes that bis tenant 
Simao Toscano sent him mangoes from a tree that yielded twice a year. 
In 1554, though in tliis there is probably some error, the island is said 
to have been held by one Diogo for about £80 (1376 pardaos).^ In 
1664, when Bombay was received from the Portuguese, Mr. Cooke 
the first Governor fixed nothing regarding the titles of landholders. 
Sir Gervase Lucas his successor, who thought Bombay an impoi-tant 
and valuable possession, could not find on what rights the land was 
held.^ Lucas seems to liave acted on the view that there were few 
rights in the land as in 1667, to a total revenue of £6491 (Xs. 75,000), 
land contributed £2243 (Xs. 25,920).^ In spite of Sir Gervase Lueas^ 
efforts to increase the King^s revenues on the island, in 1668, when 
made over to the Company, Bombay was almost a desert.^ At this 
time the yearly revenue of the island was calculated at £2833, perhaps 
the average receipts of the four years^ (1664- 1668) management for 
the Crown.® 

Since the transfer to the Company the details regarding revenue 
expenditure and finance may be brought under three periods, the first 
from the transfer of Bombay to the East India Company in 1668 to 
the union of the two Companies in 1708 ; the second from 1708 to 
the French War in 1744; and the third from 1744 to the treaty of 
Bassein in 1803. In each of these periods the main items of revenue 
are land customs and excise, including liquor tobacco and intoxicating 
drugs. 

Between 1664 and 1664, while Bombay was under the Crown, the 
attempt to inquire into titles and assess landholders caused such 
serious injustice and discontent that the Company instructed their 
President, Mr. Aungier, in Surat, while maintaining their sovereign 
rights over all foras or outlying lands, to forego inquiry into title, 
and, in conjunction with the landholders, to fix a lump sum as their 
rent payment leaving to the seniors of the landholders to allot hi« 
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share to each indiyidnal holder. In accordance with these instructions 
Mr. Aungier, when in Bombay in 1672, concluded the following agree- 
ment, dated the llth November 1672. with the representative land- 
holders. The original instructions included a survey of the island, but 
on the ground of expense this part of the instructions seems not to have 
been carried out. The text of the agreement of the 12th of November 
1672 runs : 

Whereas since this isle of Bombay was surrendered to the possession of 
His Sacred Majesty of Great Britain, some occasion of great discontent 
did succeed through the want of a due understanding what did belong 
of right to the Crown and what did belong to the people, which gave 
the original cause of seizing of lands and estates of several people to 
the general disquiet of His Majesty’s subjects ; And whereas since His 
Sacred Majesty did by his Royal Grant bestow the isle of Bombay to 
the Honourable East India Company, orders were issued out by the 
Governor and Council of this isle, in obedience to His Majesty^s and the 
Honourable Company's commands, for restoring the said lands to the 
persons w^ho were aggrieved, provided that upon examination of their 
titles they could show just right thereunto. It so happened that, in the 
examination and decision of the said titles, many doubts and important 
causes did arise 'which might have given great cause of disquiet to the 
present possessors of houses and estates in the isle that the titles in 
right of which they held their lands had become exposed to censure. 
The people therefore thought fit of their own free motion, by mutual 
assent in a public declaration and manifesto, to propose to the Governor 
and his Council that they would pay a yearly contribution, or composition 
of twenty thousand Xeraphins to the Honourable Company, including 
the present quit-rent or fords, provided that the present possessors of 
their respective lands and estates may be confirmed and established in 
their possessions and thereby he secured from all doubts and scruples 
that may arise thereafter. Also that the lands formerly seized may be 
restored to the pretenders thereunto. The Governor and Conncil have 
duly weighed the said proposals, and having just regard to the quiet 
content and satisfaction of the good people in general and to the 
^tablishment of this Government on the firmest basis of an everlasting 
and universal peace and tranquillity, did think good to appoint a general 
assembly of the chief representatives of the said people to be held 
at the Castle of Bombay on the Ist of October last. In this assembly 
the said Governor and Council, for the reasons before expressed, did 
cheerfully give their assent to the Peoples’s own desire for the further 
confirmation of this agreement. I'hereupon the said representatives 
of the people did, on the 4th of October following, present unto the 
Governor and Council a paper containing twelve articles, wherein 
matters of consideration and further debate arising, it pleased the said 
Governor and . Council to appoint another general assembly whereunto 
all the people in general interested in this affair were invited to appear, 
that the debate and controversies on both sides being publicly and 
fairly sifted and all scruples amicably and justly controverted, a happy 
issue and aecomrpodation might be confirmed to the security as well 
of the Honourable Company as of their subjects and inhabitants in 
general. This assembly was held in Bombay Cfastle on the 1st of tMs 
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eurrent November^ where was then present the^ Honourable Gerald 
Aungier Governor and President, Jlr. ' Henry Cliowne, Mi, John 
Child, Mr. Geo. Wilcox, Mr. James Adams Attorney General for the 
Honourable Company, Mr. Stephen Ustiek. all of the ConnciL As also 
Mr. Samuel Walker Secretary to the said Council, Signor Antonio 
Ifretis de Silva the Poi’tuguese Secretary, Signor Luis Cassadive de 
Lima assistant to the Attoiney General, Father Eeginald Burgos 
Procurator for the Reverend father of the Society of Jesus, Mr, Henry 
Gary, Signor Alvaro Perez de Tavaro Lord of the Manor of Mazgaon, 
Signor Pedro Luis Timon Procurator, Signor Martin Alfius de Mello, 
Francisco Pretto, Juan Pereira, and Antonio de Lima of Bombay, 
formerly chosen representatives of the people of this isle in general. 
The said declaration and articles presented by the people were publicly 
read, the contents whereof are as followeth : The substance of the compo- 
sition between the Honourable East India Company and inhabitants of 
this isle, Bombay and Mahim, subjects of the said Company and others 
having lands of inheritance on this isle or living in other places : 

1. That, for the better way of agreeing in the express charges that the 
Company have for the defence of this isle, the inhabitants and others afore- 
said do offer to the Honourable Company 20,000 Xeraphins (Rs. 13,850) 
yearly including in this sum the quit-rents that they did pay formerly and 
desire these conditions, namely : 

2. That by virtue of this contract all law suits and controversies shall 
cease between the Honourable Company and the said subjects interested in 
this isle, concerning the possession they had forinerly in their estates thereon 
when His Hacred Majesty of Great Britain took possession of it, 

3. That by the said composition the Honourable Company shall of new 
confirm the estates of the said inhabitants notwithstanding any suspicion 
that the present possessors may have fallen into until this present time. 

4. That if the Honourable Company do grant to any person not to pay 
what may come to their shares, then that the said sum shall be deducted out 
of the 20,000 eraphins, and this in respect of this composition is made upon 
all estates and lands of inheritance of those interested on the isle. 

5. That the estates that are seized on shall be delivered again to the old 
possessors of what conditions soever. 

fi. That in respect the restoring the several estates the Honourable Com- 
pany would be pleased to excuse the measuring the same that the people 
may not be also at great charge considering their extreme poverty. 

7. That for the time to come if any estates on the isle come ^ to the 
Honourable Company by any title whatsoever, or likewise by cutting any 
tree, or seizing any oarts or batty grounds for the use of building the city or 
other ground for the defence of it or any other fortification, that the quantity 
that amounts to the said estate with the quit-rents shall be deducted accord- 
ing to the value of the palmieras or the ground. 

8. That the possessors may dung the trees and ground with bahasim and 
cuta as they ever did doj without paying anything for the same as a duty by 
way of excise or custom, but what was formerly paid. 

9. That in case of any storm or other damage (which God forbid) the 
Honourable Company shall deduct out of the 20,000 Xeraphins according to 
the loss of their estates which shall be done by honest persons from the said 
inhabitants, 

10. That for the more expedient raising the aura as likewise for the 
viduing the states, and for the giving ^tlslnotion to the Honourable 

■ ' ' ^ BahmM generally written small fish ■ j Jh# i«h manure. • 
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pany at tlie time to come, tlie inhabitants shall appoint the persons, to whom 
the Company shall give power for raising the said sum which shall be done 
for the quietness of the inhabitants and the interest of the Honourable Com- 
pany as it will but only be at the Company’s charge to allow two guards at 
both places, Bombay and Mihim. 

11. That the said 20,000 Xeraphins shall begin to be paid on the 9th Feb- 
ruary 1673 in three payments every year, and the said Honourable Company 
shall not demand the pajnment before that time. 

12. That one of the principal things in this composition is the quietness 

and security of the inhabitants, who desire his Honour with the Gentlemen 
of his Council and other Ministers of the Honourable Company, to accept 
and establish this contract with the conditions herein mentioned, and that it 
be confirmed by his sacred Majesty of Great Britain and the Honourable 
Company with all that is necessary to be done without any invocation 
(innovation ?). All which the inhabitants desire to be done with ^ all possible 
.'Speed. ■ ■ ' ■ ' ■ ■ 

These Articles being seriously and publicly debated, and all 
material scruples discovered and answered on both sides, it pleased 
the Governor and Council out of their earnest and unfeigned desire 
to promote the public good peace and tranquillity of the isle, and 
to unite the hearts of the inhabitants in a firm and indissoluble 
tie of obligation to his sacred Majesty and Honourable Oompany^s 
service, to declare their assent to the said articles in the manner 
and on the conditions following : 

1. That in consideration of the twenty thousand Xeraphins to be paid 
annually at three payments into the Honourable Company’s treasury, the 
said Governor and Council do in behalf of the Honourable East India Com- 
pany promise to put a final end to all claims, pretences, and law suits what- 
ever which have arisen or may arise between the Honourable Company and 
tbe people touching the titles lands or estates of palmeiras, cocoanut trees, 
or batty grounds, throughout the whole isle excepting ^ what is by joint 
agreement accepted. 

2. That to the present possessors he granted new patents, confirmed accord- 
ing to the respective titles, by which their heirs and successors shall enjoy 
their estates. 

3. That if the Governor and his Council at present in power, or their 
successors shall think good, in behalf of the Honourable Company, to exempt 
any person enjoying the said lands from paying his proportion of the said 
contribution, or shml mnke use of any part of tbe said lands for the neces- 
sary occupation of the public, abatement shall be made out of the said con- 
tribution, in proportion to the lands so exempted or disposed of, and this in 
respect the said contfibntion is made upon all the estates and lands of 
inheritance of the whole isle. 

4. That all estates of batty grounds and cocoanut trees seized by former 
Governors and now in possession of the Honourable Company shall be 
restored to their respective owners, and they, their heirs and successors 
confirmed in their said possession as above is expressed. 

5. That if, in time to come, any of the said lands ^or estates shall fall to 
the Honourable Company by any title whatsoever, as also if any ti*ees shall 
be'butdown, oranyoartsof batty ^ound made use of for the building of 
cities towns or fortifications, then the value of the said lands or trees shall be 
computed, and a proportionable abatement made out of the contribution, as 
is expressed in the third article. 

6- That as to the particular of dunging the palmeiras and batty grounds 
with fish it is agreed unto by the Governor and Council and granted of as 
much import to the contribution that what part of the isle hath this year 
been permitted to be dunged with babaxim (small fish) shall be still permitted 
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reserving tlie ■ gromifl : wMch, is comprehended within tlie line of the city 
which by Grod’s assistance is intended to be built. But In respect the above 
said dunging , the ground is forbidden generally by express orders from, the 
Honourable. Conipany of London, it .is necessary that their license ,be had 
thereunto. For the effectual securing of this it is convenient that the people 
do send their humble petition to the Honourable Company by their ships 
and the Governor and Coitii oil will intercede in their behalf and doubt not 
but the Honourable Company will be pleased to confirm the grant, seeing it 
is so profitable to the public. 

7. That in cjise hereafter by 3'eason of any storm or calamitous accident 
(which God divert) part of the said lands or estates be destroyed or rendered 
incapable of bearing fruit it shall be referred to the Governor and Council 
then being to make such rea^’cnabie allowance of the contribution, as shall 
consist, with equity, good conscience, and ease of the inhabitants. 

8. That for the greater con venience and ease of the people in raising the 
said sum of 20,000 Xeraphins liberty shall be granted to the interested for to 
nominate and appoint from among themselves such persons of sober and 
honest reputation as they shall think fit for the proportionable valuation of 
ail estates and lands and for the coliecting and receiving the said money and 
paying it into the Honourable Company’s treasury, which said persons are 
to be confirmed by the Governor, and shall take anoath on the Holy Evangel- 
ists to deal justly and impartially with all. That the Honourable Company 
shall not' be at any charge in receiving the said sum. But for the greater 
authority and accommodation of the said persons so appointed, two officers 
shall foe ordered by the Governor in behalf of the Honourable Company to 
assist them in their said office, as occasion shall require. 

9. That all royalties, rights, privileges, and immunities which did formerly 
belong to the Crown of Portugal of Fords and Eoyal rents of what nature 
or condition soever shall be reserved as of right they belong to the Honour- 
able Company. 

10. That in regard the little isle Colio (Colaba) reaching from the outer 
point westwardly of the isle to the paccari {fdhhMi) or parish called Polo 
(P4kv~ Apollo) will be of great use to the Honourable Company, in the good 
design which they have for the security and defence of this whole isle, it is 
hereby agreed that it shall be totally and wholly reserved for the use of the 
said Company they making such reasonable satisfaction to the person interested 
therein as hereafter is expressed. 

11. That whereas by the manifesto presented by the people the first 
payment of the 20,000 Xeraphins should begin the 9th of February next 
ensuing it is agreed the first payment due on the 9th February shall be sus- 
pended to the 9th June following being the year 1673, which said sum shall 
be left ill the hands of the people, by the Governor and Council, towards 
purchasing and buying out those persons who have estates and lands in the 
Colio, whom they are obliged to satisfy in their respective demands, always 
provided that the people shall pay the quit-rent due the 9th February as 
was formerly accustomed. 

12. That in regard ..the Company have expressly ordered a survey to be 
taken of the whole isle it is necessary that the lands and estates of each 
person be measured, the charges whereof shall be limited with a just modera- 
tion for the ease of the people. 

13. That there shall be reserved for the Honourable Company all grounds 
on the water-side within the compass of the isle to be disposed of in necessary 
occasions for the public excepting such grounds wherein there are at present 
planted gardens of cocoanut trees or rice-grounds, a-s also churches houses 
or warehouses of stone. And whensoever, for the public good, it shall be 
necessary to make use of any of the said places or properties the Governor 
and Council ehaSi make satmaction to the interest in a reasonable manner* 
But the people, are to take notice that iii'^ilS'they receive a partiOhEr favour 
from the Honourable Company their Goveimor- and Council, in 'regard that 
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in all kingdoms of the world, the ground on the water-side from the distance 
of forty yards at least from high water-mark belongs as a sovereign right 
and privilege to the Kings or Princes thereof. 

14. That seeing the principal aim and intention of this happy agreement 
and composition is designed for the security, tranquillity, peace, ^ and 
universal content of the respective inhabitants, the Governor and Council do 
in behalf of the Honourable Company evstablish and ratify this agreement, 
as perpetual and irrevocable, between the Honourable Company and the people, 
and, for the farther satisfaction of the inhabitants and people, they do promise 
to prevail with the Honourable Company to establish and confirm the same 
by patent made under their hands and seals, and giv'en under our Hands and 
sealed with the Honourable Company’s seal in Bombay Castle, the 12tli of 
Hoveinber anno 1672. 

GEBi>. AUNGIEE, 

Governor and President. 

JKO. SHAXTON. 

HEHEY CHOWNE. 

GEOEGE WILCOX. 

STEPHEN USTIOK. 

Captaiu John Shaxton, Deputy Governor, by reason of sickness being 
absent from the Public assembly this general agreement was sent him 
by the Govemor^s order and he declareth his full consent to all contents 
thereof as appears by his own handwriting annexed hereunto. 

SAMUEL WALKER, 

Secretary. 

JOHN CHILD. 

JAMES ADAMS. 

And under these the names of one hundred and twenty of the eminents 
of the Povo (that is populus or people), in behalf of the whole Povo of 
the isle.^ 

Two years later, 16th July 1674, the following further proceedings 
are recorded : "Whereas the Governor and Council being given to 
understand that seveml inhabitants of the isle, did give out divers 
words tending to the dishonour and discredit of the Honourable Com- 
pany's Government on tliis isle, saying that the above said contract, 
made between the Governor or Honourable Company and the Povo, 
was an unjust and accursed contract. Whereupon the Governor sum- 
moned all the Povo to meet at a General Assembly in Bombay Castle 
this day, where, being assembled accordingly, the Governor declared 
the cause of their assembly here this day desiring them to declare their 
minds freely without the least apprehension of fear concerning their 
sense of the said conti’act and whether they owned those exclamations 
against it, declaring further that they were at their own liberty whether 
it should be disannulled and made void, or be confirmed. Whereupon 
the Povo in general stated they never exclaimed against the said con- 
tract, but were thoroughly satisfied therewith and of the justice 
thereof, it being an affair of their own req[uesting and seeking after. 


J Bev. Mavy 22 of 171^. 2081 - 2644 Pak 0iary 174 of 1863, 1835 - 1882. Forregp^ 
Home Series, II, 388 « 387. Povo » people parishioners or inhabitants. Ditto, 3046 
and 1852, 
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They desired that the Governor and Conncil would be pleased to ratify 
unto them and confirm the said contract. This was nnanimonsly on 
both sides agreed on, and signed and confirmed by both parties in 
Bombay Castle^ the 16th July 1674^ 26th Caroli Secundi Kegis 
Anglise.^ 
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Certain English landholders in Bombay took objection to this agree- 
ment. The matter was allowed to rest till 1676, when, on the 17th 
January, the Surat Council write to the Company: In Bombay when 
the yearly contribution of 20,000 Xeraphinsraised on the lands was esta- 
blished, certain very few English who possessed lands refused to pay 
what was assessed on them pretending they did riot sign the contract. 
This we thought not prudence to take much notice of during the war. 
Since the w’'ar we have demanded what they owe thereon which they 
have much complained of and we presume will present your Honours with 
a petition. To any such petition we have only to say that a few might 
be gratified if the consequences thereof were not evil. Private property 
is generally so eagerly pressed, without regard to public ineonveni- 
ence, that it may so fall out that a great part if not all the lands on 
the island may fall into the hands of the English who might pretend 
the same privilege. We therefore thought it not safe to begin an evil 
example, but we submit to your better judgment. It were well that 
tiie English were encouraged to plant (settle) on the island which would 
be more secure if all the land were possessed by them. But some 
better way may be found to privilege them above others, which we 
humbly recommend to your Honours’ better judgment.^ 

In 1 682 the Court write to Bombay : We do not wonder the 
Povo (people) would not pay us the quarter parts of the lands they 
possess ; but that was the measure, and we shall expect the performance 
of it. The Xs. 20,000 was computed at that time as agreeable to the 
proportion of a f ourih part, and it may be was fully so much then. 
But we know the mildness of the Company^ Government. The great 
charge they have been at in the fortifring of Bombay and consequently 
the increase of trade hath augmented the value of the lands of that place, 
and it is but equitable that the revenue should grow better with the 
meliorating of their lands at our great charge. We therefore require 
you to exact that proportion from them.® 

Regarding the disposal of the rent of tlie batty ground under Maz- 
gaon hill, on the 28th November 1694 the following entry is recorded 
in the letter book of that year : These are to certify whom it may 
concern that Narsdji Purvo has rented of the Right Honourable Com- 
pany all their batty ground with what trees upon it which lieth under 
M^zgaon hill known by the name of Vale for nine years from the 
date hereof at 20 mtidds of white batty a year to be paid yearly at the 
harvest time. Given under our hands. Sd. J. Gayer, G, Weldon, 
R. Sprigg, and W. Forbes/ 


1 Fab, Diary 174 of 1803, 1852 - 1853. Forrest’s Home Series, IL 387. 

» Surat to tbe Oompuy 17th 167% Sarai Out. D. H 2 of lifirTS, 3MI. 
® Coart to Botuhay (16821, PaK Dep. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 28. '■ 

*'8©c. Out. L.B, 5 of 1694-1696, 25. ' ' ^ „ , 
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OntKe 3rd January 1694^ in connection with certain forfeitures which 
apparently were made in punishment of the holders^ disloyalty during the 
SidFs occupation (1690) of the island, the Court of Directors write to 
Surat : As to the forfeited lands at Bomhay we think you are in a good 
way of composing the disputes. If there be occasion of a judge advocate 
to condemn those lands to our use that were really forfeited, we leave it 
to our Lieutenant General Sir J ohn Gayer to appoint some discreet 
person by commission under our seal to that oflB.ce with such instruc- 
tions as he shall think most convenient to our serviced 

The records of this period (1672-1703) contain the following refer- 
ences to the reclamation of the flats or ground liable to be flooded by 
the sea. In 1675 the Bombay Government submitted a proposal for 
draining the swamps. On the 11th January 1676 the Surat Council 
write : Regarding the overflown lands we have referred ourselves to 
the Honourable Company for their approval and directions.^ The same 
month, in their letter of the l7bh January 1676^ the Surat Council 
write to the Company : Several surveys have been made touching the 
draining of the overflown lands by persons intelligent and practised in 
such works and it is concluded by all to be a feasible design. The profit 
proposed to accrae thereby is reasonable, but neither will the charge 
nor the profit be so extraordinary as was at first suggested by your 
surveyor. Some overtures were made to us before your President 
left the island concerning it. But multiplicity of business hindered 
their prosecution. We are of opinion that, for many reasons too tedious 
now to trouble you with, it is more consistent with your interest to leave 
them to be drained by others than to drain them at your own charge. We 
therefore shall embrace any fair proposals by able undertakers reserv- 
ing to you those just rights and advantages which we can acquire 
and in such case shall give a faithful account of our proceeding 
together with a scheme of the project as to the charge it will stand in 
and advantage expected therefrom.^ 

Next year, on the 8th March 1677, the Bombay Gonncil WTite to 
Surat: We formerly advised tliat some persons had intentions to 
secure a considerable piece of the overflown lands. But they deny to 
pay any other rent to the Company than a bare acknowledgment and 
to have the fee-simple for ever. They pretend that though those 
that have taken in little patches pay a small rent yet it benefits nothing 
to the other overflown ground. But they intend to take in a piece 
from side to side which will stop the whole breachway, and will conse- 
quently secure less charge to whoever undertakes the rest, but a great 
charge to them who must secure their land from the water on both 
sides. Please to order us how we shall proceed in it * 

On the 20th March 1 677 the Surat Council reply : We observe the 
declaration made by the undertakers for the recovering the ovei-flown 


^ Court to Surat 3rd Jan, 1694, Sec. Out. L. B. 5 of 1694 - 1(596, 23. 

2 Anderson^s English in Western India, 62 - 63. Surat Pact* Out. L. B. 2 of 1675 - 
1676, 22* 

3 Surat to Court 17th Jan. 1676, Surat Pact. Out. Letter Book 2 of 1675-76, 27. 

* Bombay to Surat 8th March 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 21. Forrest’s 
fiome Series, 1. 126, 
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grounds that they deny to pay any other rent to the Company than a 
lyare acknowledgment and to have the fee-simple for ever. To this we 
cannot consent having no such power from the Company who do not 
order us to grant any undertaking beyond a lease for some limited time 
paying a small rent or acknowledgment to them. Therefore you must 
let this design fall until wp receive further orders from the Honourable 
Company, who, we believe/ will hardly be persuaded to give away their 
right to the land.^ 

On the 7th April 1684 the Court write to Surat regarding redeeming 
the drowned lands of Bombay : Redeem those drowned lands of 
Bombay for which we shall now propose you a method which, 
think, cannot fail : That is yon may agree to give the undertakers 
every Saturday night a day and a halPs pay for every day^s work for 
every man they shall employ in that service, part money and part rice ; 
the rice at a price by which we may be a little gainers. And j)romise the 
undertakers, over and above such daily pay to give them . . . 3000 (?) 
dollars when the whole work is completely finished. Whatever use 
you shall give the ground to hereafter, it will be absolutely necessary 
to frame a substantial strong sluice in the middle of your great dam 
to drain the ground upon occasion if you should plant it, or to let 
in the salt water if you should make a salt work of it. This we 
leave to your consideration being nearer the place, with this note only 
that salt is a commodity in the Bay (of Bengal) and in some places 
of the sonth seas. If from any of the coasts near Bombay you can 
exchange equal quantities of salt for rice, nothing can be so profitable 
to us as to convert all those drowned lands w^hen they are rescued 
from the sea into salt pans after the manner of those at Ruclielt in 
France or Santuvaly in Portugal. This you may discover from 
many seamen in our ships which have seen those salt pans in both 
places, and the manner of causing the brine to shoot into small grains. 
Whether you resolve upon a salt work or not we conceive that when 
the sea-water is pent out the bottom or lowermost part of the valley 
must be filled up with earth from the higher parts of the ground to 
the level of the sea without your dam at half flood or thereabouts, 
and your sluice must be set accordingly in height. Otherwise when 
in the time of great rains, you draw up your sluices to let out the 
fresh- water the sea- water may troublesomely return upon you* "We 
conceive likewise that, w^hen you have levelled the whole to such a 
height as is fit for draining the valley, it will be necessary from your 
sluice to draw a ditch or trench quite through the lowermost parts of 
the valley if you should plant or till it, as well as for keeping the 
fresh-water out of jour salt, if you should turn it into salt ponds. 
If you should agree with the undertakers for draining of the drowned 
lands as aforesaid, it is necessary that you should appoint some trusty 
English to keep constant check upon the workmen that we may be 
sure to pay no more days wages to the workmen than we have full 
days work done.^ 


^ Surat to Bombay 20th Mar. 1S77, Surat fact. Out. t.B. B of 1677 . 170048- 1^- ■ 
® Oaurt to Surat 7th April 1684, Pub, Dep. of mX: 168^ 'm * 83. 
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Three months later, 2nd July 1684, the Court resume : Prosecute 
with effect the draining o£ our overflooded ground at Bombay as we 
wrote YOU last rear (April IGSS-St). I£ for the furtherance of that 
or for any other cause you shall find our President's own presence 
necessary at Bombay and that he may be spared from Surat, we leave 
to him and our Council to take such a timo for Hs going thither, stay 
there, and return from thence, as you shall find most accommodable to 
our general affairs and our interest.^ 

Twenty years later (1703) the Court again impress on the President 
at Sumt the necessity for fresh effort to prevent the sea flooding Bombay, 
On the 4th June 1703 the Court direct the Surat Council to agree 
with any undertakers to stop the breaches, where the sea overflows the 
island ’; and, on that consideration, to let them now have the land they 
recover for a term of years, free of rent, receiving only a small quit- 
rent to the Honourable Company.® 

On the 20t;h April 1708 the Court add : The breaches may be stopped 
without much charge with a sand bank made with a layer of straw 
and covered with sand, and then new straw and sand on that and so^on. 
To make a bank in the nature of a sloping breach or shore cnjans 
will serve instead of straw. At Karwar are people well skilled in 
stopping breaches.^ 

On the 24th March 1710 the Court again direct the Bombay Govern- 
ment to stop the breaches OB any tolerable terms. And as an encourage- 
ment to the undertakers to let them have leases for a number of years at 
a small quit-rent, reserving the simple fee to the Company.^ 

In connection with the sea customs and harbour revenue the 
following notices occur. On the 1 7th January 1676 the Council in 
Surat write to the Company regarding an increase to the customs 
duties : We have already advised that we have raised the customs of 
Bombay to 2| per cent besides the one per cent appropriated to the 
outworks which is Si per cent for all but certain except^ goods. We 
have drawn out certain rules and orders to be observed by your ofiieers 
of the respective custom-houses of Bombay and Maliim, copy whereof 
you will receive in the Bombay packet. We had several debates 
whether to beep the customs in your hands or to let them out to farm 
and concluded on the latter as most advantageous to you. Accordingly 
they were exposed to sale by the inch of candle and were raised to 
Xb. 31,050 a year. But the buyer, Mr. Joseph Burges, not being 
able to give security, we were forced to take them again into our hands 
and now mana.ge them by your own servants, Mr. Stephen Ustick and 
Mr Francis Day, who, we hope, will render you a good account of their 
service,® 

J Court to Surat 2ad July 1684, Pub. Dep. Courts Letters YoL 1 of 1681-1686, 9L 

^ Court’s Letter 4th June 1703 para 38, Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1716- 
1721, ' I4L ^ 

J Court's Letter 30th April 1708 paras 61 and 62, Comp, of Standing Ord, YoL 1 of 
1716 - 1721, 143. 

< Court’s Letter 24th March 171 O para 92, Comp, of Standing Ord. VoL 1 of 

1715*1721, 146. 

* Surat to the Company 17th Jan. 1676, Surat Fact, Out L. B. 3 of 1675*76, SO. 
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On tlie 21jft September 1676, regarding a Bombay proposal to 
simplify the levy of customs duties, the Surat Coutieil write : We 
observeVhat you write of paying customs on goods inwards and outwards 
which you say is a great grievance to the merchants and that in tlie 
room thereof some small duty of one half per cent would be far better. 
Touching this we shall discourse with the Deputy Governor and 
when we are fully satisfied as to the advantage and disadvantage may 
thereby accrue to tbic Honourable Company we shall give you our 
definitive answer.^ 

Two months later on the 21st November 1676 tlw Surat Council 
resmne : You will see the Company have made a proposal touching the 
lessening the customs of goods imported that are to be manufactured, 
wherein we presume cotton yarn and raw silk are chiefly intended. In 
this affair we would have you consider whether the lessening or entii’e 
remission of the customs on those goods -will contribute anything to- 
the manufacture of calicoes or wrought silk on the island, if so 
it would be a laudable and hopeful design. Wherefore let us know 
your opinion therein. Let it be one of jmur main designs to encourage 
the said two manufactures and especially that of calicoes and to invite as 
many weavers as you possibly can. In order wherennto you must promise 
them such privileges immunities and exemptions from public duties as 
they simli reasonably desire from you. Nothing will fright weaver’s 
more than liard services in watching and attendance on the militia. 
From this they are to be wholly exempted;- 

On the 16th January 1677 the Bombay Council apply to Surat for 
instructions touching the farming of the yearly rents. Tliey write: 
The ehiefest occasion of this express is by reason of the near approaching 
time our rents must be j)ut to sale in w'Mch please to send us full 
orders and instructions. We have some few tMngs to offer to your 
Honours^ consideration as to the customs -whieh is our great rent. We 
find our island to be but a small limited place, a free egress and 
regress up the country being much hindered by the Portuguese and Shivaji 
and very few merchants inhabiting here. It follows that all w^ays of 
inviting merchants and drawing a trade hither must be sought. No- 
place can invite merchants but where they hear goods are to l>e bought 
and sold ; and who will land goods and be at a certain charge in paying 
customs without liaving the certainty of selling his goods. Besides 
when they are sold the buyer pays another custom. For ours being 
small island the goods must be transported, whereby goods become so 
dear the merchants cannot buy. This is dissonant to the custom of 
the whole world. For either they are lai’ge countries over which most 
part of the goods are transported without custom ; or else the goods. are 
suffered to be carried inland by paying some small duty as in the Surat 
inland custom-house, and out of Hoilatid into Germany Prance 
Denmark and the like. Further if the same owner retransports his 
goods he has half custom repaid him. Now if this be thought requisite 


* Sumt to Bombay 31st 8ept. 1676, Burnt Fact. Out. L. B. 3 of 1675-76, 
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in populated settled countries how much more in a raw thin colony. Our 
eyes have had the experience of several merchants who have brought 
grabs laden with corn, who have offered to land for half a custom, but, 
on being pressed to pay the full, have carried it all to Chaul. We 
find by the several farmers^ accounts that raising the customs to 
per cent has not increased the revenue in the same proportion ; 
so that though the revenue has become greater yet the quantity 
of trade (has become less) ...... Some other way must be adopted 

such as, all goods that are landed and transported by the same 
person in shipping or boats without Chaul and Bassein to liave 
half custom repaid ; but if sent up-country or anywhere between 
Chaul on the south and Bassein on the north, then nothing to be 
repaid. Also that all goods pay custom only at lan^ng and pay nothing 
at being carried out though re-bought never so often. That the anchorage 
of one mpee a ton be taken off as it sounds a part of bad nature to lay 
hold of or take advantage of people^s necessities and miseries. Besides 
it will easily be seen where the ship is bound ; so that the Company 
cannot be wronged in their custom by false pretences. That the duties 
of anchorages be settled at a penny a ton (which is near what is usually 
taken) or what shall be thought convenient. That the Company 
reserve to themselves the privilege from the renter of letting the 
particular goods or things of any king or raja pjass without custom 
or allowing the renters any deduction. We are informed letting the 
customs for two years will encourage bidders ; for they say some 
disaster may happen one year which may be recompensed in the next. 
We see small hopes of advancing the customs rent the present farmrs 
being in a great fear of a loss. The like they say of the tobacco rent.^ 

In reply to this letter on the 26th January 1677 the Surat Council 
write : The many reasons you give for some abatement on the customs 
of the island we have duly considered. We do not approve the motion 
you make of allowing back lialf custom on goods exported to the 
southward of Ciiaiil or northwai'd of Bassein, in regard it cannot but 
cause prejudice to the Company and continual disputes between the 
renters and the merchants. We enorder that all goods landed pay the 
same custom inw’-ards of 3^ without making allowance of half 

' custom at exportation. You say that it may be an encouragement to 
the merchant to pay no custom outward though the goods be never so 
often sold or alienated. This we approve. We would therefore have you 
declare it publicly that whatever goods have paid custom inwards shall 
pay no custom again at their exportation though sold or alienated by 
the first importer. We would have a register kept of all such goods 
transported as well as imported and to meet the charge of this register 
■we think good that you impose some small duty on the merchants. As to 
the rupee a ton anchorage duty we judge it not at all consistent with the 
honour and reputation of the Honoumble Company nor the benefit 
of their island. We therefore leave it to you totally to disannul it or to 
lessen it as shall think most beneficial to the Company^ interest and 
the increase of trade on the island. We cannot approve your proposition 


^ Bombay to Surat i6tk Jaii. 1677, See. Out. L. B. d of 1677 - 1687. 2 • a 
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that the Honourable Company should resevTc to themselves the 
privilege from the renter of letting the particular goods or eoneerns of 
any king or raja pass without custom to the renters. In such a case 
the farmer could not know certainly what he buyeth, and it would be a 
means to encourage kings ^ and r^jas^ ministers frequently to make 
their applications (knowing their farmer hath such an exception) to the 
Company's prejudice. We do rather require the customs to be sold 
iindeterminately and indefinitely^ and if the Company are forced or 
obliged to gratify any persons^ they must do it at their own charge 
allowing the farmer his just diied 

A few months later, on the 2nd May 1677, the Bombay Council 
wTite to Surat proposing the following changes in Customs 
arrangements: Upon farming our customs this year some few 
alterations were mfide. Among these the chief w^as that whatever 
goods had on importation paid the custom, should pay no more custom 
at exportation though alienated never so often. Now, according to a 
standing order, the Company's goods pay no custom. But the customers 
allege that though no custom is paid at importation, yet, if the goods are 
sold, the buyer ought to pay custom at exportation. Upon this w’e 
have had a serious debate and we ourselves are divided in our opinions. 
Some of us allege that the alteration made in the custom was this, 
that what goods had once paid custom should pay no more. But the 
Company's goods having never paid any custom, if they are sold 
ought to pay custom at exportation. The others allege that though 
the literal words of the article are that those goods which have once 
paid custom, shall pay no more, yet when the Company's goods have 
passed the eustomdiouse, and the customers are satisfied that they can 
make no further demands, it is equivalent to payment; so that at 
exportation these goods ought to be esteemed as other merchants^ goods. 
Otherwise, if they pay at exportation, the Company give away the 
privilege which they reserve to themselves of paying no custom. 
For formerly when all merchants^ goods, sold on the island, paid tw^o 
customs, the Company's goods, which were sold, paid but one. So now 
when all mereliants pay but one custom, the Company ought to 
pay no custom or else they lose their former privilege. Also if the 
customers demand custom of the goods sold, because they paid no 
custom before, they may by the same rule when they have bargained 
with a private merchant to take but half custom, demand the other half 
of the exporter alleging the goods have paid but half custom. The 
argument is just tlie same logically. For if the C'ompany^s goods 
must pay custom if sold at exporting because they paid none at 
importing, then those goods which paid but half or a quarter custom 
at importing must pay the remainder when exported; for one is 
giunted as much by the customer's consent as the other wlio 
eoodeseended to pass the Company’s goods in the custom-house at 
landing without taking custom and many times condescend for their 
own advantage to let merchants land goods for half and quarter 
custom* Surely no man will argue that anj more custom can be 
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afterwards demanded for those than for the Company's goods. We 
desire your Honours seriously to consider of this. We have hopes to put 
off large quantities of Europe goods this year, which wall be a great 
deal of money out of the Company'’s pocket if custom must be paid at 
exportation. We shall wait your Honours^ decision of the ease.^ 

In reply on the 17th May 1677 the Surat Council write : As to 
the customers^ allegations that in regard the Company's goods pay no 
custom atimportation, they ought, when sold and exported, to pay custom 
by the buyer, we do rather give it as our opinion that the Company's 
goods ought to pay no custom in nor out though bought and sold never 
£0 often on the island. Should it be otherwise, we foresee the 
Honourable Company would receive great x)rejudice and would really 
pay the custom themselves out of their owm pockets. Also it would be 
a means to discourage the current vent of Europe manufactures on the 
island, the increase of w^hich is one of our great aims and continual 
industi’v to effect. Wherefore we would have you to declare to the 
farmers of the customs that we cannot assent to their unreasonable 
demands.- 

Eeganling a customs duty on butter, on the 7th August 1694, 
Sir J. Gayer wwites to Mr. Aislabie at Mahim Custom House : I 
understand by yours that a great quantity of batter has been brought 
on this island by ^ man & time by. some certain persons. These are to 
enorder you for the future to let none have the liberty but make them 
pay custom (except poor people) for whom that article at first was 
designed. Make strict enquiry of the people this butter was brought 
by as near as you can the quantity and advise.^ 

In the matter of anchorage fees levied by the Bombay Council, the 4th 
May 1676, the Surat Council write: We have considered of the new 
duty you have raised in making the Portuguese vessels pay anchorage. 
We cannot conceive wherein it will be benelieial to the Company, but 
rather a discouragement to all vessels trading to your port. Wherefore 
we desire you to advise us what the annual revenue of this new 
imposition will amount to, and, if it be inconsiderable, would have 
you let it fall and remain as when the President left the island. We 
would not liave you innovate anything witliput advising us thereof and 
receiving our sense and concurrence therein.'^^ 

Of the other farms of rents the tobacco and the excise the 
following notices occur : 

In 1672 the tavern rents of the island were farmed by Mr. Hill. 
The result was an increase in the Company's revenue but an injury to 
the Bhandaris. A letter from Surat dated the 6th April runs : 
You have written, Mr. Hill hath this year monopolised the tavern rents 
of the island advancing 300 Xeraphins more than was formerly paid. 
At the same time that the Bhandaris were dissatisfied with his proceed- 
ings in making them pay an exaction more than tliey ever yet did. As we 


^ Bombay to Surat 2nd May 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 3*2-33. 
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are glad to liear the rent is raised so considerably^ so on the other side 
we would by no means have him abuse the Bhandaris in exacting an 
extraordinary duty from them^ which^ i£ he continue to do, let him know 
that on the first complaint he shall be dispossessed thereof . b 

Unlike the tavern rents the tobacco farm showed a fall. The same 
letter, 6tli April 1672, continues: We observe the estanqiie of 
tobacco is fallen this year 1000 Xerapfains and axe unsatisfied therewith. 
The reasons which you allege for this fall seem to cany little force 
with them. We are therefore apt to conjecture some design hath 
been laid by the farmers to the Honourahle Company's prejudice which 
pray enquire into and let us know those that bought the monopoly 
thereof.'^ 

On the 24th January 1676, touching the revenues to be farmed the 
Surat Council write to Bombay : We would have you to put to sale 
the public revenues at the usual time and to use all just and prudent 
means to raise them as high as you can. The customs also we would 
have farmed out; for we judge it will ease the Company much of 
their expenses; and if you find it will prove to the Company's 
advantage to let it out for two or three years we leave it to you. Only 
be careful that you take good security for all your farms aceoi'ding to 
the usual customs. We shall not limit you any price to bid on the 
Company’s account or any other particular but leave It to your care 
and prudence. Act therein as you shall think most consistent with the 
Company's interest and the public good.^ 

In the next month, February 1676, the Company's revenues at 
Bombay were farmed, and two months later, 7th Af>ril 1676, the Surat 
Council intimate to the Company : Your Deputy Governor and 
Council of Bombay in February last (1676) did make sale of the 
public rents of your isbrnd at the following prices : 

Bomlaij Revenues Farmed^ 1(^75 and 1670, 


Bent, 

1675. 

1G7G. 

The Tobacco License . . , 

The Arrack ditto ... 

M4him Passage 

Sion Passage 

The Customs 

Eende Verde a new monopoly 
sold for 

■ . ■ ■ 

Xcraphins. 

20,300 

5050 

850 

360 

31,050 

Xerapliins* 

20,400 
. 5340 
' 090 
300 
j 27,000 

1000 


The new rent called Eende Verde or Fresh Customs, consists of oil, 
opium, ihdng, and maJiuda. No person except the farmer is permitted 
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to retail under a man. We hope this will in time prove a good ad(lition 
to the revenue^ the merchants and all others being well satisfied 
therewith/ 

On the 17th February 1677 the Bombay Council write to Surat; 
We have now sold all our rents much better than expected. The new 
rent o£ oil we were fearful would not have sold for half last yearns 
price, but it went off within 60 Xs. of as much as last year. The 
arrack rent is increased 60 Xs, As to the tobacco rent we were sensible 
the renters got nothing in the last year, and as this year tobaccj) is near 
cent per cent dearer^ so that it will cost them. 4 or 5000 Xs. more 
in tobacco than last year, we were fearful the receipts would fall 
much. To prevent this fall we put the farm to sale for two years ; for 
it would be a discredit to the island to have a rent fall and discourage 
future bidders. But it went off for 20,850 Xs. which is 450 Xs.^ more 
than last year. Our customs we looked upon in a standing condition ; 
for though the Company will not make the 26,000 Xs. they took off 
from Mr. Burges, yet we supposed the customers might have realised 
some small profit though not enough to encourage them to a next 
yearis bidding. If the management remains in the Company's hands, 
20u0 Xs, will not pay the expenses of the factors wiio will also be 
obliged to gratify more people in giving aww custom than w%en it is 
rented. Neither will any person take the same care and diligence in 
another's concern as he takes in his oivn. Because of some alterations 
made in the custom this year we put in the two passage boats of 
Mahim and Sion which will not amount to 100 Xs. this year, and the 
same guards and Purvos that look after the custom for the same charge 
can receive the passage boats^ rent. We likewise put it up for two years 
which we are informed is the only way to increase the rents though we 
did not expect any great rising. It was carried by Rangu Dalvi for 
30,250 Xs. which is 3250 Xs. more than the last year.^ 

In reply, the 12th March 1677, the Surat Council write: We like 
well of the sale of the Honourable Company's rents concerning which 
we would have you advise the Honourable Company in particular. 
But we are not well satisfied in what you write that the Company will 
make hut 26,000 Xs. of that year they took them off from Mr. Joseph 
Burges. We are certain that others bid 30,00 J Xs. before he bid 
anything and why the Company should lose so much we desire you to 
-satisfy''us.^ 

A week later, the 19th March 1677, the Bombay Council intimate 
to the Court ; We have according to our usual custom exposed to sale 
the annual rents of your island which were bought far better than our 
expectation. For the tobacco rent, what with the roguing and cheating 
of the Sidis^ fleet and tobacco this year being nearly double the pidce 
of the last which must all come out of the rent, we expected 
nudoabtedly it would fall But it advanced 456 Xs. being sold 
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105. Forrest’s Home Series, I, 91 --92* ’ 

5 Bombay to Surat 17th Feb. 1677, Sec. Out. Letter B. 4 of 1677-1687, 17- IS. 
Forrest’s Home Series, 1. 126* 

^ Surat to Bombay I2th March 1677* Surat Pact. Out. L. B. 3 of 1677-1700, 16. 


Mat«rialg.] 


AND ISLAND. il3 


this year for 20,850 Xs., and the custom advanced. 3250 Xs, being sold 
for 30,250 Xs. The arrack rent and new rent of oil continues as last year* 
We shall likewise put the rest (rents ?) of all your lands to sale which 
will be far more profitable than to keep them in your Honours'^ hands. 
For we can oblige the tenants to deliver all or what batty we shall want 
for the use of our garrison stores at a certain rate or at the market 
priee.'^ ' 

On the 31st October 1636 the Bombay Council write to Surat : As 
to the public rents our diligence shall not be wanting in getting them 
in ; and as for our being bare in money, it was occasioned in Mr. Zinzan^s 
time, remitting several sums of money to you and furnishing His 
Majesty^s ship Phcenix to the amount of a considerable number of 
Xerapliins.^ 

On the 19th January 1687 regarding rents or farms the Bombay 
Council write to Surat : It is now high time to consider about put- 
ting the rents up for the following year. We therefore crave your 
Excellency’s assistance. We cannot tell how things may be carried 
on as to the advancement thereof. We believe the tobacco rent may 
rise if there be any hopes of procuring tobacco from Surat ; the 
customs we fear will not advance, because they have had but a bad 
year to encourage bidding. All the other small rents we hope will 
not fall When your Excellency’s orders arrive with us we shall 
use all diligence to make the most for the interest of our Eight 
Honourable Masters,^ 
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On the 25th February 1687 having disposed of the cotton rent 
the Bombay Council write to Surat : We acquaint you that this 
day we have disposed of the next year s cotton rent to one Shankar 
Sinay for Xs. 2340, and the tobacco rent to Ramaji Xamdti for 
Xs. 30^700 ; but the Bhanddris did not bid for the arrack rent. So 
we do fear we must abate them something of what they paid the 
last year. We have appointed them to he at the Court on Tuesday 
next and then we wdll settle, if possible. We have according to your 
order omitted disposing of the custom and shall do nothing in that till 
farther orders from your Excellency. We now put you in mind that 
the present rendeiroes^ (revenue farmers’) year is almost out and do 
pray your Excellency's orders about the matter, whether to dispose of 
the rent, or who you will please to employ to manage it.** 

On the 23rd March 1687 they resume : Since our last of the Sth 
instant we have disposed of the arrack rent to the Bhandaris for 
Xs. 8800 a year to be paid monthly, the one being bound for the 
other, and Edmaji Kamati to appoint a shroff to collect the money at 
the Bhan<Mris’ charge.^ 


* Bombay to Court lOtb Marcb 1677, See, Out. Letter B. 4 of 1677 -1887, 22-23, 
FoTre8t*s Home Series, L 127# 
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One of the licenses granted by General Sir John Gayer in May and 
June 1694 for keeping public taverns runs as follows: Forasmuch 
as I have thought fitting that certain public taverns or victualling 
houses or places of resort may be settled on this island to the 
intent that the good subjects of their Majesties and the Eight Honour- 
able East India Company’s inhabitants thereof may know where to 
repair for a sober and a moderate ref reshment at times convenient, that 
so they may be the better qualified for their respective duties, Ido 
constitute and appoint you John Wright inhabitant of this island to 
keep a common or public tavern or victualling house as ai’oresaid. 
And you are hereby licensed to sell by retail in your bouse or oiherwise 
ail sorts of wine, beer, mum, arrack (except phul arrack or bevda), as 
also all sorts of mixed liquors as punch lemonade and others at such 
•reasonable rates as shall fronci time to time be adjudged and allowed of 
by me. Provided always the license be offeree and value during your 
good behaviour and for the term of one year from the date hereof 
and no longer. Given under my hand and sealed with the Eight 
Honourable Company's seal in Bombay Castle, the 30th May 1694."^ 

With a view to prevent extortion Sir J. Gayer issued the following 
■order to all tavern and victualling house-keepers on the island of 
Bombay on the ISth August 1694: Being informed that there is 
-extortion used by the foremen tioned tavern and victualling house- 
keepers in taking more for punch and wine than what hath been 
formerly ordered and practised, these are to enorder all whom these 
presents may concern that they sell all liquors hereafter mentioned at 
‘the following prices and no other, namely : All sorts of wine and ale 
(except canary and shyraz) at two Xeraphins the bottle ; punch at 
two larees the bottle holding two quarts full measure. If any man 
-comes into a victualling house to drink punch, he may demand one 
quart of good Goa arrack, half a pound of sugar, and half a pint of 
good lime water*; and make his own punch. If the bowl be not 
marked with the clerk of the market^.s seal, then the bowl may be 
freely broken without paying anything either for bowl or punch. All 
persons concerned herein are required to give due obedience as they 
will answer it at their peril. Given under my hand in Bombay Castle. 
(Sd.) John Gayer.® 

On the 19th March 1680, with the view of providing a sum equal 
to the civil and military charges of the Government, the Court 
required that all houses should be valued, and a px’oportionate tax 
imposed on each; the uncultivated land surveyed and let out on 
rent ; and the marshy grounds drained and rendered fit for 
agriculture.^ 

On the subject of fresh taxation to meet increased expenditure the 
Court write to Bombay on the 15th August 1683 ; We are nob yet 


^ ^'ec. Cut, L. B. 6 of 1694 - 1696, *2* 3, For a similar license on i>lie 3rcl February 
1701 see Sec. Out. L. B. 7 of 1600- 1702, 28, Mum is a s[)ecies of ale bre'wed from 
wbeatt n malt. Fhul fiowet) is ov mahuda fBassia la^ifolia) spirit of the 
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satisfied with your slight superficial replies for suffering our debts to 
stand out. If our charge must be increased to secure our inhabitants, 
ifcisbutjist that you should create some new taxes levied up m 
the inhabitants by way of excise or otherwise as you shall find in- re 
convenient and easy to them, which, in times of danger and increase of 
public defence, is the necessary practice and policy of all nations through- 
out the whole world. This we recommend to your care and diseretioii 
to contrive with the advice and concurrence of' our President. You 
must consider that what you spend in Bombay, great though it be, is 
not half our charges, furnishing the island with soldiers, ammunition^ 
paying their passages, medicines, building and repairing small ships 
and many other things, having amounted to a vast sum since- we were 
possessed of that island, which first or last it must repay us. We have 
at St. Helena among other things established a duty of anchorage of 
one dollar a ship, great or small, to be paid by all our own ships, and 
any others that have the benefit of that port, each ship or vessel to pay 
one' dollar C’/ery time she stops there. If our President at Surat 
discovers no great inconvenience in doing the same thing with you, we 
would have you exact half the duty at Bombay from all ships or 
vessels that shall have the benefit of our port of Bombay, except the 
MoghaFs and Sambhdji^s fleets of war when we are at amity with 
them, and such other necessary eases as our President shall find 
expedient to restrain this order for the conservation of the peace of our 
island and for other political reasons. The Dutch nation could never 
have made such a progression and empire in India if they had not been 
masters in this indispensable requisice to all government, namely to 
make all places conq[uered or possessed pay the charge of their settle- 
ment and security. This the Dutch have done to such a degree at 
Batavia that although their charge there be immense, they have 
brought up their constant revenue of that place to over-balance the 
annual expense by at least £90,000« sterling. We have insisted the 
longer uj)on this subject, and you must the more copiously and effec- 
tually employ your thoughts about' it, because are now embarking 
into a far greater charge not only for the security but for the grandeur 
of Bombay. In order thereunto we have now on board tbe ship Charles 
the Seoondj Sir Thomas Grantham Commander, a complete company of 
foot soldiers under the command of Lieutenant Oglethorp which, after 
they have been at Bantam, are* to return to your place.^ 

At the same time, 1 8th August 1683, the Oourt write to Surat : 
We desire you to apply your thoughts seriously to the contriving 
proper methods for the* increase of our revenue at Bombay and direct- 
ing our Deputy Gm’^ernor and Council there in observing and perform- 
ing with more punctuality what we wrote to them.® 

Three months later, 16th November 1683’, the Court again writes : 
Invent all the ways you can for the improvement and increase of our 
revenue upon the island of Bombay the rather because you see we are 


* Court to Bombay 15tb Aug* 1683, Pak Bep. Coxirt^s Letters Vol. 1 of 1681 • 1686# 
64 " 66 » 

* Court to Surat 18tli Aug, 1683, Pub, Dep, Coui^'s Letters Vol 1 of 1681 - 1685^,53^ 
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daily at a yast increase o£ charge to secure it by enlarging our garrison 
there ; because we apprehend it may be a place of great consequence 
to this kingdom and Company in case we should happen to have a 
war with any nation in India.^ 

Six months later, the 7th April 1681, the Court resume the subject 
of fresh taxation in Bombay : Besides the duties we have enjoined to- 
be levied towards the Company's charge, we would have you, while 
Sir Thornes Orantham is in Bombay and of our Council, to take into 
your serious consideration the Company's whole present charges upon 
that island, the charge of the works and repairs now to be done, and 
the charge of sending new recruits of soldiers thither which the 
Company pay here, and all other constant charges of the three’com- 
panies of English troops, the Deputy Governor's Councils and Factors^ 
salaries, house>keeping, charge of ammunition, shipping sloops, and 
all other contingencies, and to introduce such moderate new levies 
by imperceptible degrees, smsim sine sensv., as may best balance the 
Company's full expense in the protection and preservation of that 
island and its inhabitants. This we would have you do in such gentle 
manner as may cause no great disgust among the people. But if you 
find any of them very perverse and wholly unreasonable, deal sharply 
with two or three of them in terror of the rest. Our design, you will see, 
is to make Bombay as useful and serviceable to ns as Batavia is to the 
Dutch. In so doing if you do not pursue their method in creating a 
revenue that may support the charge, we shall but eat out our stock.'*^ 

Three months later, 2nd July 1681, the Court further writes : 
Study all the methods you can to improve our revenue and to lop 
off extravagant pompous expenses that our disbursements may run 
out mostly into real force and power, not into gaudy shows and 
luxury. If we be really strong rich and powerful, we shall be 
reverenced feared and have good quarters with our neighbours 
without wearing feathers.^ 

In the same letter (2nd July 1681) regarding accounts of stores . 
the Court writes: By the excessive demand of stores and by our 
intelligence we have great cause to fear waste and embesszlements 
have been made of our stores in Bombay. We therefore require 
our Deputy Governor and Council there to make a diligent inquiry 
and inspection thereinto. Whoever they find have been remiss or 
culpable therein, turn them out of our service without favour or 
affection to any ; and let a (way) be established upon deliberate 
consultation to prevent the like abuses there for time to come. 
One way for this (after the removal of the unfaithful and putting 
honester men in their places) is to have a monthly account of 
remains and all rests in stores of every kind taken by some one of 
our Council there, the person entrusted therein making report 
to our whole Council upon every monthly account how and in what 


I Coart to Sarat 16tli Nor. im, Bib. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol, 1 of 1681 - 1686, 65. 

' » Court to Surat 7tb April 1684, Pub. Bep. Court's Letters Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1686, 83, 

84, 86. , ^ 7 r ( 

3 Court to Surat 2iid I'oly 1681, Pub. Bep. Court’s Letters Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1686, 61* 
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manner anything wanting has been expended. And if onr Deputy 
Governor shall not call and assemble constant Conncils, suffer full 
debates, and put the question fairly, and govern our island and 
aifaii's by the major suffrage of such of our Council as shall be 
present at all Consultations, we would have you displace him and 
tell the next of our Council there to succeed as Deputy Governor,^ 

On the need for economy during this period (1668-1708) the 
records contain the following warnings. On the 8th February 1676, 
the Surat Council write to Bombay ; We require you to follow the 
directions which we have already sent touching the sale of the public 
rents and for settling the two companies. Seeing it is our duty to use 
all prudent means that can be contrived for retrenching the great 
charge of the island and garrison^ we think good to recommend to you 
here enclosed certain proposals which we concluded on in Council before 
the late war (4th December 1672). But the war then falling so 
unexpectedly these proposals eonld not be put in execution. Now it 
pleasing God to give a peace, which we hope will be lasting, we require 
you to put the said order in execution so soon as conveniently you can 
and advise what difBculties or inconveniences you apprehend therein.^ 

A month later, on the 7th March 1676, Surat writes: We are sorry 
to find the great abatement in the general revenues of the island ; yet 
being assured of your integrity and zeal for the Honourable Company'^s 
interest we cannot dislike of what yon have acted therein.^ 

On the 11th November 1677 the Bombay Council reply to exception 
taken by the Court to certain items of expenditure : We shall answer 
what clauses of the Company's letter we find concern us. Some things 
were acted by the President which lie not within our sphere to take notice 
of, as the President's state -horse which is said to cost Ks. 1200, though 
Girdhar hath since brought to accounts Rs. 1500 for him. Mr. Gyfford^s 
house-keeping and servants'" wages, the soap-house, and three months^ 
wages paid to the last seamen which came from Metehlapatan and the 
like with Mr. Francis^ horse-keeping, though we think the horse would 
be at the same charge in the stable as if he rode him and his servant's 
wage which is but 5 Xs. a month. However we shall act therein as 
your Worships shall order us,^ 

On the 24th January 1677 the Bombay Council write to the Direc- 
tors : We send our Consultation books and copy books of letters with a 
roll of all the English on the island and a list of all your Honours^ houses 
with their dimensions and the materials they are made of with the 
prime cost of the court of judicature hospital and mint Our books 
of accounts are unfinished and indeed there bath been nobody here to 
do.them, your late Deputy Governor, Mr. Gyffiord, dying of a lingering 
distemper which incapacitated him to all business for many months. 


* Court to Surat 2nd July 1684, Pub. Bep. Court’s L. Vol. 1 of 1681-1685, 91 - 92. 

2 to Bombay 8bb Feb. 1676, Surat Fact. Outward Letter Book S of 1675-76, 72, 

Forrest^s Home Series, I. 82-83, ■ 

3 Surat to Bombay 7tb Mar. 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 87, 

^ Bombay to Surat lltb Kov. 1677, Sec. Out* Letter Book 4 of 1677 - 1687, 66 - 66. 
Forrest’s Home Series, 1. 140. " ‘ 
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So that Jolm Petit, who was likewise under a violent distemper, was 
forced to dedicate the most part of that time sickness would permit him 
to use, to officiate in his stead. Notwithstanding whiffi the books 
should have been finished were the accounts but rightly stated and in 
good method. But the books are full of nothing, but errors and false 
accounts. There has been no account given in of the warehouse these 
four years ^ several accounts remaining upon balance time out of mind, 
and on the whole a general confusion. So that there will want a great 
deal of care, assiduity, and time to bring the books into due order and 
metliodd 

This confusion in the accounts continued for six mouths more. It 
was then found they could not be set right and continued in order 
unless a Banian accountant was employed. On the 2nd August 1677, 
the Bombay Council write to Surat; We do very much want an able 
Banian accountant to keep the general accounts of the island. The 
often removal of the Seconds and their inexperience in these accounts 
has been the chief cause of those many errors that have crept into the 
books. But a Banian that always resided here could give the account* 
ant satisfaction in any thing demanded.^ 

On the 31st October 1636 the Government of Bombay write to the 
President and Council at Surat ; The charges of this island for more 
than twelve months were extraordinary by reason of the pirates and 
the approach of the French, also the charge of sundry factoiies 
having been borne by it, as well as preparations for fortifying Anjengo, 
Besides it was necessary we should not be reduced to the straits we 
were last year when this island might have been lost for want of 
money ere the brokers would have contributed one pice to supply our 
necessities.^ 

The record of 1672-73 gives the following list of Factors and other 
Officers of the Company at Bombay : Gerald Aungier, Governor; John 
Shaxton, Deputy ; J ohn Child, James Addams, George Wilcox, Stephen 
Ustiek, Members of Council; John France, M,inister; Samuel Walter, 
Secretary ; Francis Day, George Robinson, Jolm Honingold, Richard 
Stanley, John Woolhouse Lawrence, Richard West, and John Gape, 
merchants and writers.^ 

The Surat Factory Outward Letter Book for 1675-76 contains the 
following list of Factors residing (January 1676) in the Honourable 
Company's service in Bombay: Philip Gyfford, Deputy Governor; 
John Petit, Stephen Ustiek, of Council; Francis Day, John France, 
William Flower, ministers; John Honingold, Secretary; Thomas 
Pettit, John Gape, Robert Harbin, Robert Carver, William Thorntoi^, 
Jonathan Came.^ 


^ Bomljay to Court 24tli Jan. 1677, Sec. Out. Letter E. 4 of 1677 - 1687, U Forrest's 
Home Series, 1. 122. 

2 Bombay to Surat 2nd Aug. 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 42 - 43 

John Gayer to Mr. Annesley, 31st Oct. 1696, Sec. Outward Letter ‘Book 6 of 
1694 - 1696, i 6. '* Surat Fact. Out, L. B. I of 1630 - 1673, 258 

* Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 2 of 1676-76, 49. 
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Touching the Company's orders not to employ relations in the same 
office, the Surat Council, on the 17th January 1676, write : We shall 
observe your prudent directions not to employ relations in any one 
affair or place, which may prevent combining and cause better order in 
your affairs J ' . 

On the S-lth January 1677 the Bombay Council wrote to the Direc- 
tors : We send a roll of all the English on the island.^ 
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^ Surat to the Company, dated Swally Marine 17th Jan. 1676, Surat Fact. Out L R 5 
of 1075-76, 29. .'V: '■ ■ ■ ■ * 

2 Sec. Oufc. L. B. 4 of 1677- 1687, 11. The list of 1682, with Sir George Birdwrood^'s 
notes, published in the Bombay Tinnes of India of the 10th October 1893, is given below : 


A list of all the EnriUsh Women and CHUren on 
the Island Bombay together toith a list of 
such as are deceased and the time tchenfor the 
year passed^ taJeen 28tk December lb8M^ 

The Worpll. Charles Ward, Deputy Governor. 

Council.— Mr. Henry Smith, Mr. Thomas Pettit, 
Mr. John Gape. 

Judge.— -Captain Henry Gary, 

Minister. —Thomas Peachy Watson. 

Factors and Writers.— Mr. John Jessop, Mr. 
John Shepperd, Mr. James Butler, Mr. Edward 
Cornewall, 

Mint Master.— Mr. Robert Smith. 

Ohirurgeon. — Mr. John Bird. 

Hate.— Mr. Robert By water. 

Gunner, — John Cooper. 

Mate.— Beujamin Stacy, Robert Harris, John 
Mullings, John Butler (1), Will, Harrison, Will. 
Young, 

Marshall .—Thomas Bigott . 

Smith.— John Green. 

Clerk of the Markett,— Henry Walton. 

Assistant to ye Secretaiy.— Will. Newman, 

Organist.— John Potter, 

Assistant to Storekeeper.— James Godson. 

Orphans (2)— John Paternott, Gilbert Eaton, 
Richard Yarworth, Andrew Temple, Henrietta 
Hawkins, .Elizabeth Spooner, Maurice Edwards 
at the Bunder. 

OJicers and Soldiers in the eldest Company 
in the Garrison, 

Capt.— The Hon’ble John Child, 

Capt. -Lieut. — Richard Keig^Yi^,. 

Ensign —John Thorneljurhe, 

Serjts,— Thomas Wilkins, Thomas Periy, 
Samli. Smith, atid Thomas Cully, 

Clerk.— Wm. Lashly, 

Corporalls.— Richard Stephenson, Samll, Ellis, 
Benjn. Mastin, and John Francklin. 

Drummers and Privates.— Hugh Starkey, 
George Hooker, Robert Simpson, Thomas James, 
Richard Foster, John Ellis, John Morgan, Francis 
Traherne, Aquilla Phillips, Thomas Matthews, 
Richard Bradelby, James Godson, Richard Ben- 
nett, Richard Smart, Thomas Jackson, George 
Rawlins, Christopher Ketfcley, Thomas Berry, 
Benjamin Hid, John Turner, John Kettle, 
Brockett Smith, Robert lilody, John Palmer, 
John Davies, Jnhn Kew. Phillip Seamore, Edmund 
!P>tvvood, Libert Baker, Danll, Hollis, Edward 
Harper, Nathll. Tapper, Peter Parrow, John 
Hail, Miehaetl Rainsford, John Martin, Francis 
Harris, William Stedman, James Wiley, Thomas 
Baker, Alexander Davies, JameM Wilson, Alexan- 
der Maurice, John Brooking, Wm. Sodding, 
Charles Beames, Joshua Wilkes, John Lambe, 
George Buckingham, Jacob Scot, George Ward, 
Job Field, Robert Clarke, Samll* Harding, ; 
Henry Cary, Nioh, Rawlms, and John Cumber. 


Officers and Soldiers in the yoxinyest Company 
in the Garrison, 

Capt -Lieut-— Henry Fletcher. 

Ensign.— William Gyles. 

_Serjeai^s.- Thomas Sugar, John Arnold 
Thomas Browne, Thomas Simons. 

Clerk. -Richard Hocknell. 

Corr^ralls.— Samll. Meadowes, Nioh. Roberts 
Wm Minchel}, and John Oiieale. 

Drnmmem and Privates,— Anthony Tomlinson, 
Abraham Miller, Richard Leigh, ’Wm, Poster, 
Michel Waven, Wm, Browne, Cornelius Water- 
ley, John Appleby, Michll. Buick, Isaac Clarke. 
Wm. Cornborough, Nathll. Thorpe, James 
Cooper, Henry Braiden, Wm. Glaze, Wm, Isles 
Benjn, Janeway, Jolin Himgerford, James Har- 
wood, 'ihomuB BetUell, John Clements, Peter 
Edwards, _ Wm. Jumes, Thomas Pattim, John 
Doare, Richard Young, Robert Harper, Richard 
Hackett, James Robinson, Daniel! Wilson, Wm. 
Rodes, John Kater, John Eliit, John Grant, 
Jos, Phippetts, Jos* Morton, James Warden, 
James iomson, Fra. Windsor, Jeremiah Booker, 
Fra. Traneale, John Brockiiell, Thomas Eaton! 
George Fowler, Theoph. Anderton, John bher- 
wm, Jude Morilliau, Francis Hall, Davis 
Goningham, Jonathan Herring, Jei'emiah Tav- 
or,_John Stephens, Paul Davies, Michaell Bul- 
mrd, Peter Richards, Edward ilarrison, WRiiam 
Collmgs, David Jewett. 

Militia Officers, 

Ensign.— Daniell Hughes. 

Serjts.— James Oaburne, Thos. Hopkins, and 
John Norcutt. 

Corporall.— John Bennett. 

At Verolee.— James Stephens. 

Ereemmt 

Capt, Thomas Niccols, Capt. Wm. Norgrave. 
Mr. Nathll. Russell, .Mr. Charles Rochester 
Mr. George Pihder, Mr. a’obias Brock, Mr’ 
rhomas Waltham, and Charles Foreman. 

In the Hunter Eriyatt, 

Capt, Stephen Addei'ton, Commander : Peter 
Blackbury* Chief Mate; John Robinson, Ed- 
ward Humphries, John Braithwaite, Robert 
Hughes, and Nathll. Gylkes. 

In the Reiurm^ 

Capt. Wm. Smith, Commander ; Mr Wm 
Child, Chief Mate ; James Howell, Second Mate \ 
Chirurgeons— Abrah. Evansonand Wm. Lewis: 
Gunners — Richard Pnrehis, Peter Anderson 
Eicted Minohin, Robert Partre, Hugh Nipper, 
aadThc^ F(^ter. '-»!*«=*** 
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The 2nd July 1677^ the Bombay Oouneil write to Surat : We have 
had a debate what servants ought to be allowed to each of the Council. 
It being a business wherein each of us was so particularly concerned, we 
thought it not proper to decide it among ourselves, and therefore desire 
your Honours would please to determine what servants each person 
shall be allowed, and whether those that diet themselves ought to have 
more than those wliich diet in the fort, they pretending their Ks. 25 a 
month is only for bare victuals and drinks.^ 

Kegaidlng Commissions to Members of Council on the 11th July 1677, 
the Bombay Council write to Surat : The late President did formerly 
give Commissions to some of the Council here to act as Commissioners 
for the island which has been long discontinued. Please to order what 
shall be thought convenient in it. Both the judge and all the com- 
mission ofScers of the island had their commissions signed only by 
the late President which are now become invalid, concerning wbicii 
we wait your Honour’s further orders. In the meantime we have 
ordered that all the soldiers pay the same obedience to their officers 
as formerly, and that the Ju%e and the Justices of Peace act in the 
same capacity and station as before till we receive your Honours^ 
commands concerning them.^ 

On the 24th Angnst 1677 the Bombay Council further write: 
Herewith goes a list of all the officers who will want commissions on 
the island as likewise a copy of the Judges’s commission.® ' . 


Women on Bombay, 

Madam (3) Jane Ward, Mrs. Susanna Smith, 
Mrs. Mary Gape, Mrs. Elizabeth Jessopp, Mrs. 
Alice Adderton, Mrs. Katherine Baines, Mrs. 
Sarah 'rhornebume, Mrs. Isabella Norgraye, 
Mrs, Susanna Eu&sell, Mrs. Elizabeth Hughes, 
Mrs. Dorothy Walton, Mrs. Dorothy Sugar, 
Mrs. Mary Rose, Mrs. Maty Brock, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Bigott, Mrs. Anne Cooper; Mrs. Anne 
Butler (4), Mrs, Katherine Fletcher, Mrs. Franc<^ 
Fleming, Mrs. i nne Hilder, Mrs. Jane Meadows, 
Mrs, Mary Perry, Mrs. Joane Cully, Mrs, Anne 
Waller, Mrs. Elizabeth Bust, Mrs. Mar. Keweck, 
Mrs. Ann Biaton, Mrs, Ann Young, and Mrs. 
Martha Robinson. 

Fbun^ Women, 

Mrs. Carolina Wilcox, Mrs. Eliz. Smith, Eliz. 
Kit son, and Henrietta Hawkins. 

Children, 

Mrs. Kath, Ward, Mrs, Fra. Ward, Mrs. J'ane 


Fletcher, Hannah Fletcher, Maty Fletcher, 
Charles Fletcher, Thomasin Bigott, Mary 
Niccolla, Mali sell Niocolls, Wm, H^dland, Isa- 
bella Oglevy, Katb. Norgrane, John Jessop, 
Eliz. Jessop, John Thorneburne, Sarah 
Thomeburne, Al6.xander Robinson, Isabella 
Browne, Tho. Walton, Ann Walton, Pene 
Hancock, Thomas Pettit, Margfc. Young, Bobert 
Kerby, Thomas Gully, Stephen Robinson, John 
Richards, and Henry Baines. 

A list of the deceased men, women, and 
children commencing the— 

Men.— Jan. 26, Thos. Sfcreete ; Jan. 30, Robt, 
Kemp; Feb, 5, Richard Paule; Feb, 27, Aiexr. 
Kenedy ; Mar. 16, James Headland ; iMay 10, 
Rowd. SUverson ; Aug, 7, Richard Palmer ; 
Augt. 24, Horora Terry ; Oct. 22, Henry 
Pateman ; Nov. 26, Robert Kerby ; Nov. 3u, 
James Savory ; and Dec, 20, Thos. Thonger. 

Women.— ’Jan. I, Magd. Smith; Sept. 
Joane Matthews ; and Sept. 16, Ann Kerby. 

Children.— Mar. 6, Eliz. Taylor ; Mar, 
Sarah Jessop j and Nov. 10, John Kerby, 


7, 


16, 


Ward, Mr. Wm. Smith (5), Eliz. Fletcher, Kath. 

<1> This and the name of Anne Butler below [note (4)] are two of the four names cut, in 1678, 
on the leg of a colossal Buddha, at the entrance of the cathedral cave at Kanheri* See Douglases 
Bombay and Western India, Vol. 11. page 206. The other two of the four names are those of K. 
Bate.s and T. Shaw, who between 1678 and 1682 must have died, or otherwise disappeared. 

(2) These are obviously the Blue Coat Boys Fryer tells us were sent out by the Company to 
Bombay as Apprentices. *’ 

(3) The style Madam is used in the case of Mrs. Ward, because of her being the wife of the 
Deputy Governor. See also Note (5) • 

(4) See Note 1. 

(5) The Misses Ward are styled “Mistresses,** to mark their special dignity as daughters of the 
Deputy Governor, and Master Smith, ** Mister,** because of his being the son of a Member of 
Council. 


’ Bombay to Snrat 2nd July 1677, Sec. Out. Ii. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 38. 

® Bombay to Surat 11th July 1677, Beo. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 39. Forrest’s 
Home Series, I. 133 - 134. 

’ Bombay to Surat 24th Aug. 1677, Sec, Out. L. B, 4 of 1677 - 1687, 43. 
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On the 13tli August 1686 the Bombay Council write to Surat : The 
present Deputy Governor sayeth that after he received his commission 
from your Bight Honourable Company, he took the sacrament, oaths 
of allegiance and supremacy and test, and since he came here he hath 
taken the sacrament and is ready to take the oath as Deputy Governor 
when the method of that oath is known, there being no form to be found 
here, ] 3 resuming it may be embezzled along with several other books 
and papers in the time of the Bevdlution*^ 

On the 2nd December 1686 the Bombay Council write to 
Surat: Yesterday when the Deputy Governor had called the Council to 
consider about sending the ship Hwrder as convoy for merchants’ ships 
as far as Daman, and some other matters. Captain Carr came into the 
council room. The Deputy Governor not having seen Captain Carr on 
two mornings asked him where he was in the morning that he missed him 
on the parade. Captain Carr answered that he had business and could 
not be there. The Deputy Governor said he believed his business was 
not so urgent, but that he might have been there did he care for doing 
his duty. Upon this Captain Carr fell as wearing and affronted the 
Deputy Governor who bid him leave swearing or he would punish 
him. Then the Captain shut his fist and swore that no man should 
punish him for swearing and did in a manner give him the lie. 
The Deputy Governor did not send for him, neither did any of us 
know of his coming. It was about halfpast ten o^elock in the 
forenoon. So for his ill language swearing and base behaviour the 
Deputy Governor sent him home to his house and has confined him 
there until farther order. He is so surly that the Deputy Governor 
has thought not to give him his enlargement until your Excellency'’ 
shall give order concerning it; for if commission officers fly in the 
Governor’s face, other people may well do it. After his confinement 
instead of acknowledging his fault Captain Carr sent the Deputy 
Governor a letter the copy of which is enclosed. We never saw or 
observed that the Deputy Governor behaved himself any way un- 
kindly or unhandsomely to him or any officer on the place. His 
common way is to meet on the parade, which is just without the gate, 
in the morning and give orders and from thence to prayers, and then 
the guard is relieved, and so the people disperse.^ 

On the 29th December 1 686 the Bombay Council write to Surat : 
The general books of this place for 1685 are gone to Surat by the 
Worshipful C. Zinzan with other the Consultations Those for this 
present year are not finished by reason we want writers. The ac-» 
countant and Secretary have none to assist them, but such as we are con- 
strained to take from their duties in the garrison and those we cannot 
hinder from the knowledge of what we ourselves are under an oath to keep 
secret. Now if your Honours will please to send us a supply of honest 
sober young men, we shall go on with our business much the better 


^Bombay to Surat 13tlx Aug. 16S0, See, Out. L» B. 4 of 1077' 1687, 6. Forrest's 
Home Series, 1. 114, ■ 

2 Bombay to Surat 2nd Dec. 1086, Sec, Out. L. B. 4 of 1677- 1687, 36-37. 

2 Bombay to vSurat 29tb Dec. 16S6, beft. Out. Letter Book 4 of 1077 -1687, 41-4!?. 
,Fprre8t's Home Series, I. 149. j ? 
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Ohapto Vllt On tlie 23rd Jum 1694 the follo'wing Cornmission by Sir Joint 
Eevenue Gayer^ Knight, General o£ India, to ll^iraa K^mati, as overseer of 
and finance* the Right Hononrable Oompany^s revenues, is recorded : By virtue 

Overseer of of the authority given me by the Commission I hear from the Bight 

■ Revenues, Honourable Society of Merchants trading to the East Indies, I do eon- 
ipQk stitute and appoint you R^ma Kamdti, Overseer General of all the Right 

Honourable East India Company's revenues upon this island, willing 
and commanding all Purvoes and inferiors to follow your directions 
according to commission given youj 

Bombay Council, Gn the 4th June 1703 the Court order that the General and Council 
1703, he eight in number, and reside at Bombay. They add : We strictly 

enjoin that all our affairs he transacted in Council, and ordered and 
managed as the majority in Council shall determine, and not other- 
wise, upon any pretence whatsoever. And though we hope you will 
all be unanimous in the pursuit of our common interest (as we do most 
earnestly recommend unto you all to be), yet if on any occasion it 
happens tliat your votes are equally divided, the same must be deter- 
mined by lot. The President must have but one vote.^ 


J Sec. Out. L. B. 5 of 109^ - 1696, 3«-4. 

“ Court to Bombay 4th June 1703 paras 5, 47, 
1715-1721, 177, 178. 
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Union of Companies to French War, 1708-1744. 

The records o£ the first half of the eighteenth century contain 
several references to the position duties and emoluments of Members of 
Council and of the whole body of covenanted civilians. Regarding 
the constitution of the Bombay Council and the administrative 
duties of its members, a despatch of the 24th March 1710 directs: 
'J he Council of Bombay . is appointed to consist of the General and 
eight others^ to reside on Bomlky, and not to consider seniority with- 
out merit. The Court continue : You must settle the business which 
is to be under the more particular management of each member of the 
Council^ and of our factors and writers as on the other side of India. 
Tlie President to keep the cash. Tlie Second to have the care of the 
books. The Third of the warehouse or as at the Bay the Third to have 
cliarge of the export, and the Fourth of the import warehouse. The 
next to be purser general that is to have charge of all disbursements 
•whether of fortifications or factory. Another to have the more 
particular inspection and care of the rents and revenues. Another 
of general stores. These we think are the proper charges of the first 
five or six of the Council. And, unless you can give us very good 
reasons to the contrary, we would have it so settled at Bombay. The 
Council of Surat ai*e to come to Bombay, to take their places as so 
settled, otherwise to be dismissed the service. We commit all our 
affairs at Bombay and the subordinate factories to the management 
and control of the whole Council, and order that the final decision 
rest with the majority of the Council, all being duly summoned.^ 
Regarding the duties of Members of Council the Court of Directors 
write on the 5th April 1715 : We will not allow any to be of Council 
barely on that account. Some one branch of our affairs must be com- 
mitted to the care of each Member or else he is not fit for the Council. 
Nor indeed ought Members of Council or any other covenant servants 
continue in our service unless they have some business assigned them, 
either directly under them or under an assistant. This complaint 
equally affects all the subordinate factories. Take care they acquaint 
you, and do you, us, what employment every person has at the 
subordinate factories.^ 

On the 24th March 1721 the Court direct:- Our Council shall 
consist of the President and six others. No one or moi*e members 
of Council be suspended or expelled unless for plain and fully proved 
infidelity to us, either with respect of making use of our money, em- 
bezzling our goods, criminal correspondence with the country govern- 
ments, or others in an interest opposite to ours, or such other breaches 
of our orders and their covenants, for which we have or shall direct 
suspension or expulsion. No person of the Council shall be browbeaten 
or intimidated on account of making exceptions, for men may differ 
in opinion and yet both sides mean honestly. And we are ready to 


^ * Court to Bombay 24th March 1710. Comp, of StaJidmg. Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715 - 1721* 
145, 178. ‘ ' ■ ** 

- 2 Court to Bombay 5th April 1715 para 93, Ooinp..bf Standing Ord. VoL 1 of 
1721, 182, ’ ."'.J; ■, ■ - 
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think the Ooimcil who signed the letter in April aforesaid did not all of 
them heartily agree thereto. We have been told here by some of the 
then Council of Fort St. George they signed to Consultations or 
Letters against their liking* to prevent farther displeasured 

On the 7th March 1783 the Court write : For the future, wdthout 
our previous and express order, no member of Council must he suspend- 
ed from his office for any offence unless for a notorious breach of trust 
or unfaithfulness antecedent to a dissent to the Presidents opinion^ 

A Consultation of the 27th September 1734 has the following entry 
regarding the duties of the different Members of Council : Agreeable 
to our Honourable Masters^ standing rules and orders, Mr. Taylor as 
Second in Council is ordered to take charge of the Accountant's office, 
and Mr. Braddyll as Third to receive from him the charge of the ware- 
house the 1 st of next month taking an account of the remains that is 
stock to be signed by them both and laid before the Board. Directed 
also that at the same time Mr. Braddyll deliver and Mr. Percival receive 
charge of the Bombay custom-house, and that Mr. Percival deliver and 
Mr. Whitehill receive charge of the Mahim custom-house, taking 
inventories of the effects belonging to the Honourable Company 
remaining in both places to be signed as l 3 efore and delivered into 
Council.® 


Regarding the duties of the Members of Council on the 11th March 
1735 the Court write : The several Members of the Board shall have 
such employs assigned them as upon due consideration you shall judge 
them most capable of discharging for our benefit. Do not confine 
the Custom Master pr any other post to the third or fourth of 
Council* 

On the 5th April 1715 the Court write to Bombay : We send all 
factors and miters first to Bombay, thence they are distributed to 
the^ subordinate factories ; and ought, and we expect, they shall have 
their rise in our service equal with those residing at Bombay of younger 
standing, if they liave equal merit.^ 

On the 21st February 1717 the Court write: Our covenant servants^ 
salary is not to commence till their arrival at Bombay. They are to 
take their standing as in the list though the ship that has the juniors 
should arrive first at Bombay.® 

Ihe CourFs letter to Bombay of the 17th April 1711, shows the 
salaries of the ^ different Members of Council : The General of 
Bombay to receive £200 a year, and, if he be found to deserve the 
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same, £1 00 a year gratuity ; tine Second £100 a year ; tlie Third £70 ; 
the Fourth £50 ; and all the rest of the pi*asent or any future Council 
£40 each.^ 

On the 27th February 1718 the Court direct : Tliat the expense of 
the Presidents table do not exceed £100 a calendar month; that Mr. 
Parkar as Deputy Governor he allowed Rs. 60 a month ; that the rest 
of the Council be allowed Rs. 50 a month, includingv wine and liquors ; 
that the rest of our covenant servants be allowed each Rs. 30 a month, 
including all liquors ; that candles and fire be also included in the afore- 
said allowances.^ On the 4th November 1719, they further direct: 
The President to have one hundred chests of Persia wine yearly at 
pxime cost.^ And, on the 24th March 1721 : The President to pay 
prime cost for wine and other necessaries sent out for his table, at 
2s. 3d. the rupee.^ 

In their letter to Bombay, the 5th April 1727, the Court allowed 
the President Es. 600 for the four festival days in the year, namely 
Christmas, New Yearis Day, the King^s birthday, and the King^s 
coronation day, at Es. 150 each.^ 

In 1789 in consequence of the dearness of provisions the covenant 
servants applied to Government for an increase in their allowance. 
Their petition of August 1739 states r W the dearness of 

all manner of provisions has for some years past made it impossible 
for your petitioners to subsist on their monthly allowance of Rs. 30 
settled at a time when every tiling was much cheaper than at present, 
so long ago as Governor Cowan’s time (1732) the increased cost of 
provisions influenced him and Iris Council to represent the case to the 
Honourable Court of Directors (by ship Ptulcb being, as 

your petitioners presume, thoroughly satisfied that those who were not 
so fortunate as to have friends in England to make them remittances, 
must inevitably involve themselves in debt. As no addition has yet 
been made, your petitioners now find themselves obliged to apply to 
your Honour. Since 1732 piices have been greatly augmented 
by the Maratlris dispossessing the Portuguese of Salsette and their 
other northern territories from whence this island was usually supplied 
with the greatest part of the necessaries of life. The truth of this 
representation is best demonstrated by the calculate hereto annexed, 
which, your petitioners believe, will be esteemed by your Honour no 
more than a bare subsistence. Your petitioners therefore most humbly 
pray such addition to their present allowance of diet money as to your 
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Honour shall seem meet, . The following is a calculate of necessary 
monthly expenses : 

NeetBsary Monthhj Exymaes^ 1739. 


Article. 


.'"'■(Cost.; 


' ' , . ■' 

Es. qi's. pice. 

Hs. . qrs. 

One Fowl a day at 

0 16 each 

.. 9. ■■■■■S' 

One Chicken or Fish and Rice ... 

0 0 14 

■: ,5,., :I 

Flour, Pepx>er, Mustard, and Salt,.. 

... ... ... 

• vO,, 

Greens 

*. .» ... 


Three Rolls a clay ... 

0 0 2 eacli 

'2 X 

Wine or Punch a day ... 

0 2 0 

15 y 

Gbi ... ... 

... ... ■ 

0 3 

Oil and Candles ... ... 

^ 

4 .0 

Wood, 1200 Billets at ... ... 

2 3 0 the tliousaml. 

3 0 

Tea, half Catty ... ... ... 

Sugar or b'ngarcandy ... 

■ ... ■' ■' ... 

1 2 

... ■ ' 

2 2 

Milk 

... 

0 3 

Butter, two pounds at ... 

10 0 the pound ... 

2 a 

Water-hearer 

Total ... 

0 2 

48 2 


fe^having, powdering, washing, table linen and other necessaries, 
with a cook and a servant at Ks. 4 a month each, are not included.^* 


On receipt of the above petition, at their Consultation of the 25tli 
August 1739, Government observe: Read a petition from the cove- 
nant servants representing the insufficiency of their diet money oi' 
allowance for their maintenance in any tolerable degree. As the Board 
does not apprehend they have authority to relieve the jpetitioners by 
increasing theii' allowance, although sensible that their case is justly 
enough stated, agreed that it be recommended home to the determina- 
tion of our Honourable Masters, for whose notice it is ordered that the 
petition be inserted after this Consultation with the annexed calculate 
of necessaries for a month designed to show and explain how much their 
diet money falls short and the streights to which those of the servarrts 
must he drove to live upon it who have no other provision or depend- 
ence, excluding all exti-avaganee or superfluous expense. A motion 
being made to allow the late Governor (the Honourable John Horne) 
diet money servants^ wages and house-rent, as the same has been 
usual to such as have served in that station during a reasonable time of 
residence on the place, as was instanced in the allowance granted 
to Governor Cowan, the President (Honourable Mr. Stephen Law) 
remarks that (as the Board knows) the delay of settling this point 
hitherto was purely accidental, and that it was ever his meaning and 
intention and believes it likewise to be the Honourable Company’s 
meaning and intention that their President should be distinguished and 
allowed competent support as before mentioned. In which opinion 
this Board had long before concurred, rvhen it only wanted the form of 
minuting expressly the Resolution in Council. On estimating there- 
fore the said charge for six months, it appears to come out at about 
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Rs. 5400. Agreeti therefore tliat we fix and limit the said allowance 
to the sum certain of five thousand rupees in full of the ordinary 
appointments in such eases. ^ 

With a view to provide State conveyances for the President and 
other covenant servants and strangers and foreigners, a Consultation 
of the 2bth February 1741 records : Besides the necessary port required 
for the Pi'esident which our Plonourable Masters have hitherto acquiesc- 
ed in, and that their servants and others may be furnished with a 
conveyance for the benefit of their health and at leisure times to go to 
different parts of the island, it is agreed to settle the number of horses 
and oxen to be ke 2 >t as follows : 

IIo7'ses» 

Horses for the President’s coach and chaise, of which one may 

happen to be lame and less cannot be sufficient *... G 

Saddle horse for tlie President 1 

Chaise horses for the use of the covenant servants and military 

officers attending the out-posts ... 4 

Horse for the gunner and bombardier who are often obliged to visit 
the fortifications distant from the town and daily repair to see the 

exercising and training the people near the Breach 1 

For common service and to carry the Ensigns who are monthly 
relieved at Sion as well as answ* er other calls 3 


Oxen. 


Total ... 15 


Two pair of oxen for a coach and chaise are esteemed necessary as 
well for the use of the inhabitants and to accommodate strangers 
or foreigners wdio at times are on the place 4 


Total ... 4 

On enquiry into the number of oxen now kept we find in fact only 
four in use though six appear charged in the Moody'^s account as 
receiving provisions. From the information we have of the additional 
number it is found to stand thus : The Romish Bishoj) some time since 
obtained an indulgence for two beasts designed for his own coach to be 
maintained at our Honourable Masters'* clwge. Afterwards the beasts 
being laid aside, an equivalent in money lias been paid him by the 
Moody though inserted in the account as provisions for bullocks. The 
Board concur in oinnion that the revenue of his bishopric is very small 
and our Honourable Masters themselves were p»leased to annex thereto 
ill the time of his predecessor a monthly apj)ointment of Rs. 40. As 
the sum now allowed is no considerable amount suflieient only to fur- 
nish him with palanquin cooleys, it is agreed to continue the same. 
At the same time as the present method is in its nature extremely 
irregular, the land paymaster must in future see to the payment and 
that it be carried to -the bead of charges general. This will be more 
satisfactory to our Honourable Masters and they may then give such 
orders as they think iiroper.^ 

- Six months later a Consultation of the Srd August 1741 records: 
The President, the Honourable Mr. Steiihen Law, desires the opinion of 


^ Bom. (xor. Consultation 25fch Aug. 1739, ^Puh. Biary 12 of 1738*39, 339- 34*4 ' 
Bom. Cov. Consultation 28tb Feb. 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, lOo- lOG. 
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the Members with respect to the purport of the 12 3rd paragraph wdie- 
ther it is thereby meant that the expense of a coach and horses which 
has been hitherto esteemed a necessary state for one in his station as 
also decent furniture for his apartments ought to be defrayed by him 
out of the allowed sum of Rs. 800 a month for diet. At^^ 
time he observes that as to his own part he is far from being fond of 
an ostentatious show except so far as it appeared to him requisite to 
be kept up for the credit of the Honourable Company. If this ex- 
pense is thought properly to fall upon him he shall with great readiness 
discontinue it, as his appointments are not equal to such a charge and 
with the utmost economy hardly suffice for the support of his table. 
As regards the article of table linen, though it may with some pro- 
priety be reckoned part of the table expense, he is willing to take it 
upon himself and repay a sum of Rs. 823 which has been heretofore 
charged on that account. After perusing the prementioned paragraph 
the Members give as their sentiments that as our Honourable Masters 
have all along submitted to the expense of a distinguishing equipage 
for a President, so indispensably requisite in the eyes of our inhabitants 
and strangers who resort hither from the neighbouring governments, 
and as it cannot be imagined that every gentleman who has the 
honour to be advanced to be President is provided with proper furniture 
and other necessary utensils equal thereto, the charge ought to be 
borne by the Honourable Company. Nor can they conceive the para- 
graph now before them implies a contradiction thereto.^ 

Regarding perquisites and fees to the Company's servants a Consult- 
ation of the 25th May 1742 records : Ihe President remarks that 
certain fees or emoluments arise to several employs annexed to the 
Company’s servants which are not punctually stated or at least are not 
generally kno^vn. That he is led to this observation from the good 
method practised at the Bombay Custom-house where a table of all 
fees collected and established by the President and Council to the 
Custom Master is publicly affixed and which he apprehends would be 
more regular to have extended to all other officers. To this the 
Board acquiescing direct that the Members of this Board, the Secretary, 
and all other persons in charge of any office do prepare and give in"a 
list of the fees perquisites, or other emoluments arising to them by 
virtue of their respective employs for notice and observation.” 

On receipt of these lists a Consultation of the 18th Jtxne 1742 
records : The several lists of perquisites and fees ha\dng according to 
order at last meeting been perused by the Members, and coming now 
under examination, some alterations and amendments are made. The 
Board then direct those relative to every office to be affixed in some 
open and convenient place and that a register of the whole be preserved 
in the Secretary '’s office for reference on all occasions.^ 

In a letter of the 24th Maxell 1721 the Court write : We dii'ect 
that no person but such as we appoint and order commissions for, shall 


^ Bom. Gov. Consxiltatioji 3rd Aug. 1741, Pxil). Diary 14 of 1740-41, 295. 

2 Bom. Gov, Consultation 25tl)i May 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 259. 
^ Bom. Gov, Consultation 18tb June 1742, Pub, Diary 15 of 1741-42, 296. 
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liave a eommissioB given lilm^ nor any militaiy officer be dismissed our 
service, nor any extraordinary military expedition be undertaken 
without consent of the Council or the major part of them assembled in 
Consultation, the whole being duly summoned,^ 

On his coming to age each Company's servant avas required to take 
tlie oath of fidelity to the Company. A Consultation of the 4th Octo- 
ber 1734 records : The several Company's servants on the island who 
are of age and have not already taken the oath of fidelity to the Com- 
pany are now sworn, being Messrs. Whitehill, Pattle, Redshaw, Stone- 
street, Dudley, Sedgwicke, Marsh, Dacres, Owen, Munro, Cleland, 
West, Sewel, Hamilton, and Bertie. Directed* that copy of said oath 
be sent to the several subordinate settlements to be there taken by such 
as have not already been sworn to the pui’port thereof.^ 

Regarding the Covenant executed by the Oompany^s servants, an 
order of the Court, dated 2nd August 1739, runs : We direct that on 
attaining the age of twenty-one years, our servants do execute their 
covenants before two witnesses ; that these covenants be transmitted 
home by the first ship, and security proposed for their faithful perform- 
ance pursuant to a former order dated 2nd March 1736.^ 

Three years later (lltli March 1742) the Court write regarding the 
oath of fidelity : Remember to comply with our orders by administer- 
ing the oath of fidelity to every covenant servant on attaining the age 
of one and twenty, or on being admitted to a new employ, noting the 
same upon Consultation.'^ 

Of censures and complaints the records contain the following. On 
the 26th April 1721 the Court write : We are sorry to read and find 
some of our covenant servants do not write so good hands as they 
should and might be reasonably expected to write. Among others the 
muster roll of the Fordwich^s mariners signed by Allen Chambre, was 
so shamefully wrote that he ought to be censured for suffering it as he 
did by signing. You have given us an account that many of our 
covenant servants are very diligent and deserve encouragement, which 
seems implicitly to hint as if others were not so. If this be the ease, give 
these others fair warning to amend. If they do not amend send them 
home. At least dismiss them our service for insufficiency or idleness and 
want of application to business. Those whose handwriting is but ordi- 
nary, for sometimes we are overprevailed upon to send one or two such 
on their friends^ assurance they will improve in the voyage and when in 
India, they ought and we expect they shall take care to write better, for 
fair writing will turn to their own advantage as well as to ours. If 
they take pains in what they write, and not slubber and scrawl it over 
at any rate, they may improve. Those under whom they are employed 


^ Cotirfe to Bombay 24tlT. March 1721 para 120. Oomp. o£ Standing Ord. Yol. 1 of 
1715-1721 191. 
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ought to look better after them. If their superiors find any writing 
ill-performed, they ought to make the person responsible write it over 
again. If they are refractory, their superiors should complain of them 
to the Council that they may be called in and reprimanded to awe them 
into better manners. If that be not eSectual, then dismiss them. Give 
copy of tliis to every person who has one or more writers under him, for 
his direction ; and let him bear the blame if he do not observe it. We 
have said much to the same purpose in former letters and now say it 
once for all. Therefore let us hear no more the excuse of weak hands 
for if they are weak and will not do better, lay them aside to make room 
for those that will. 

Besides for careless handwriting the younger -writers seem to have 
been open to censure for irregular office hours. At a Consultation 
of the 8th March 1734 Government issue the following orders : 
Whereas it has been found that sundry young gentlemen assistants in 
some of the public offices have not given such regular attendance as the 
public affairs do require and have absented themselves without license 
and due permission granted by their superiors ; and some branches of 
the business committed to their care have been transacted in their 
private apartments instead of at the offices to which they belong ; as 
such a procedure may be attended with most pernicious consequences, 
it is hereby directed that the sundry assistants in the several public 
offices on the island do regularly attend in the said offices from the 
hours of eight in the morning till twelve at noon and from three to five 
in the afternoon. And tliat they do on no pretence whatever absent 
themselves from the respective offices during the said hours without a 
particular license granted them by those who have the supeiintendency 
and direction of the said offices, under the penalty of being severely 
censured by the President and Council for the first offence, fined one 
month*s diet money for the second, and suspended the Plonourable 
Company's service for the third. Directed that a copy of this our 
Resolution he affixed up in the sundry offices.^ 

Six years later, at a Consultation of the 3rd October 1740, the subject 
of office attendance was resumed : The President reminds the Board of 
an order passed* in the late Governor Cowaffis time, which had also met 
with the approbation of our Honourable Masters, for the better regulat- 
ing and fixing the punctual attendance of the several assistants in the 
public offices. The neglect hitherto shown to this order renders it the 
more necessary to he revived and enforced. And to the end that it be 
strictly observed and the penalties duly inflicted on the negligent, the 
accountant (or his deputy) and the Secretary are to be directed to report 
daily to the President such as are absent from their respective offices. 
At any time when assistants are inclined to go toMdhim or other places 
distant from the town,, the President is to be previously acquainted and 
his permission obtained. In this the Board concurs, and orders that 


, Bombay 26tb AprU 2721 para 65. Comp, of Standing Ord, Vol. 1 of 1715- 
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copy o£ tli 9 former Regulation with the addition now agreed upon be 
pubiicly affixed in the several offices,^ 

An indent o£ stationery- ware wanted for the use of Bombay and sub- 
ordinate factories, gives the following list of the administrative offices 
in Bombay in 1738 

0 


1 Acconiptant. 

2 President. 

5 Land Paymaster. 

4 Marine Paymaster. 

5 Wareiiouse-keeper, 


Bombay Gastoin-Iiouse. 

7 Store-keeper. 

8 Receiver. 

9 Mcibim Custom Master. 

10 Portuguese Correspondence. 

11 Secretary. 

A Consultation of the 17th March 1740 records: The President 
acquaints the Board of his want of assistants for his office as 
President. Previons Presidents had in constant employ at least three 
covenant; servants appropriated to that service. As he found the nnmber 
on the island insufficient even to carry on the several branches of the 
Company's affairs, and to supply the subordinate factories, not one hand 
was to spare to his own assistance. That he had, therefore, entertained 
Mr. Laurence Sullivan in quality of an assistant, and was the only one 
he had. And though he should have been glad to take him into the 
Company's service, he would not transgress the Directors^ positive orders 
against such admissions/ so that he could only refer the matter with 
recommendation home, as was done in the general letter by the 
Harrington. That in the meantime it was just to make Mr. Sullivan 
some allowance until arrival of an answer. And as Mr. Sullivan under- 
took the business which used to be divided between three assistants 
furnished by the Company, he proposed an appointment of Rs. 80 a 
month, which he understands was no more than the late President 
allowed him out of his own pocket. The Board, being of opinion that 
since there were no hands to spare and it was very unfit that the 
President should remain without a proper assistant or be at the charge' 
of it himself, agrees that the said appointment be accordingly allowed 
and confirmed to take place from the 1st of January when Mr. Sullivan 
entered on his business.^ 

A Consultation of the 26th September 1740 records: Tliere beluga 
real want of assistants in the Secretary's office to carry on the several 
parts of the business, and, by the list of servants now laid before the- 
Board, there appearing none who would be of assistance that can be 
sj^red from other branches, Mr. John Robinson a young lad that came 
hither with Mr. Rigby, and at present writes under the Superintendent 
of the marine, is directed to attend in that office. For his encourage- 
ment it is agreed to raise his monthly allowance from Rs. 2.0 to Rs. SO.? 

A Consultation of the 1st November 1735 records : The corre- 
spondence with the country governments growing very large^and proving- 


, 1 Bom. Gov. Consultation Srd O.ct. 1740, Pub. Diary 13 of 1739-40, 353-354. 
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. ^Bom, Got, C<Misd.mion.26th-88pt. 1740». 'Bub*- 43. oil 73940, 550*. . 
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a great trouble to the President, and the present Secretary for the 
Portuguese affairs being infirm, a proper person is ^\’anted for that 
hraneh. Mr. John Cleland being well versed in the Portuguese 
language and otherwise well qualified for the employ is accordingly 
placed in that office J 

Regarding the Company's interpreter at Bombay a Consultation of 
the B5th August 1738 records : There being a great want of a proper 
interpreter to be employed in transactions with the country govern- 
ments and Eliiku Sinay having for some time past served as interpreter 
without pay it is agreed that we allow him Rs. 8 a month. Also as it 
is not possible that one shroff should constantly attend all receipts and 
payments, which it is necessary some trustworthy person should do, the 
President recommends one Venkdji Sinay as an honest and diligent 
person for that purpose, who is accordingly appointed thereto at Es. 12 
a month.® 

A Consultation of the 18th June 1739 records; Bhiku Sinay inter- 
preter presenting a petition praying an increase of his monthly pay of 
Rs. 8, as being too small for the trouble and support of his place ; 
Ordered that the petition lie upon the table for a farther examination 
into the merits of it. Resuming, 27th July 1739, the consideration of 
Bhiku Sinay petition mentioned in our Consultation of the 18th June, 
who acts upon all occasions in the quality of our Linguist and some of 
the Members attesting favourably the nature of his past and present 
services, agreed that we allow him a gratuity of one hundred rupees 
for the time past and an appointment of fifteen rupees a month as 
Linguist to this Gr’overnment.^ 

A Consultation of the ,10th July 1741 has the following entry 
regarding the pay and recnoitment of the subordinate establishment : 
The M^im Custom Master recommending one Minguell Gonsalvez 
who assists under him as worthy of some consideration for his diligence 
^nd capacity, his present monthly allowance being no more than Rs. 8, 
it is observed our Honourable Masters in their commands per 
Harrington are pleased to forbid the employing Purvoes or black 
fellows in the several offices on the island. On our parts we are greatly 
inclined to comply with this order could we procure a sufficient 
number of Europeans whose abilities and sober course of life might 
render them capable to carry on the business. But as we are unprovided 
with Europeans, we must of necessity submit to its continuing in the 
former course, though certain it is, the appointments (or pay) of some 
Purvoes are so limited as hardly affords their family a subsistence and 
may therefore influence them to take indirect measures to gain merely to 
the end of a necessary support. Agreed therefore as an encouragement to 
the said Minguell Gonsalvez and to excite a faithful assiduous dis- 
charge of his duty that his pay be iucreased to Rs. 12 the month, being 
the same m is allowed to some assistants in other offices.^ 


JBom. 0OV. Consultation Isti Kot. 1735, Pub. Diary 8 of 1734-35, 241. 

2Bom. Gov. Consultation 25th Ang. 1738, Pub. Diary 11 of 1737-38, 197. 

24^2^9^’ Consultations 18th Jane and 27th July 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1736-3Cb 

^Bom! Gov. Consultafeion lOth July 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 248* 
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Two years later, at a Consultation of tiie 1st July 1743, an attemi>t 
was made to reduce the clerical establishments in the several offices ; 
The President observes that the staff of Purvoes and others employed 
in the several offices at monthly pay is under no limitation, and that 
many have been introduced without any orders of Council. He there- 
fore proposes they be fixed as follows and none in future admitted 
but by an order of this Board, which is approved. From the present 
proposal a saving will arise as appears by the following calculation : 

Sahordinafe Office EstabUahmmt, 1743 , 
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May j July 
174k I 1743. 


May July 
1743. 1743. 


7. Zand Fdymmier. 

Es, 

Bs. 

Ks.'. 


J. General Store^lc^eper , 

1 Purvoe 

12- 

12 

0 

1 

Armourer for meadin 

1 Do 

12 

12 

0 


Arms 

1 Do. 

8 

8 

0 

for cleaning Arms,. 

1 Bo 

(J 

6 

0 

1 European Assisbant 

1 Shroff 

8 

6 

2 ■ 

1 

Purvoe, discharged 

1 Do 

6 

6 

0 

1 

Bo, ... ... 

1 Master Oarpenter 

12 

12 

0 

X 

Do 

1 Master Bricklayer 

12 1 

12 

0 

1 

Do 

1 European Assistant 

20 1 

20 

0 

X 

Do 

1 Servant to Paymaster’s 




1 

Do, ... 




1 

% 

1 Do. for Marine Stores. 

o 

12 

Total ... 

100 

' m 

2| 

1 Do. discharged 

4 





X Shroff 

4 

Clerk of the W'orks 

34 

34 

0 

5 Sepoys, discharged 

Ifi^ 

Purvoe Assistant to Clerk 
of Works 

2S 

0 

28 

10 Lascars, 8 discharged ... 
X Carpenter, 2 Braziers, and 

50 

Do. do. 

13 

13 

0 

^ 2 Scabhard-makers 

23| 

D'». discharged 

10 

0 

10 

3" Book-binders anti 2 Shoe- 

Do, do. 

4 

0 

4 

makers for making belts 


Total ... 

68 

46 

42 

straps and frogs and 
fixing car touch boxes ... 

15| ' 

L Bomlmj Cmiom Mu&ter. 




Smiths for mending tools 
and working up iron 

73 j 

Purvoe ... 

12 

12 

0 

Total ... 

605 


1 Do. 

1 I>o. discliarg'cd... 

I D ». 

1 Do. at the Bandar 

1 Do. at the Bandar, dis 

charged 

1 Shroff 

1 Searcher, discharged 

2 Weighers at lis. 5 each .. 


S. Mdliim Cmtom. MaaUr, 


1 Purvoe 
l Do. 

1 Do. 

I Do. 


6, Mdvinc JPai/master, 
1 Purvoe 


1 Do. discharged 

1 Do, ... 

1 Master-attendant 

1 Paymaster’s Assistant ... 
1 European Assistant 

1 Shroff 

1 Servant to Assistant 
1 European Cooper ... 

. . Black Coopers 

. . Boatswain of the Bandar . 
. , Sailmakers ... 

1 Man collecting coir at 

M&him ... 

2 Warehouse Lascars 
1 Line-maker 

a Buffalo Men 


1 Purvoe 

12 

12 

0 

1 Gardener at the Marine 

2 Do* at Bs. 7 each 

14 

14 

0 

House 

1 Shroff 

6 

6 

0 

1 Look-out Man at the Pallo. 

2 Purvoes at Es. 5 each 

10 

10 

0 

1 Sepoy at the Pay Office ... 

1 Purvoe, discharged 

4 

0 

4 

1 Purser Marine by Com- 

1 Packer 

5 

S 

0 

pany’s Order 

4 Sepoys, discharged 

1 Servant to Warehouse- 

16 

0 

, 16 

Total ... 

keeper «.* 

3 

8 






Monthly Grand Total ... 

Total ... 

70 ' 

60 

■ 20 

t'early Grand Total ... 
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In support o£ tlie proposed establishment Government add : The 
increase of business in the several offices in a great measure proceeds from 
the Honourable Company's necessary orders for giving them a clear in- 
sight into the several branches .of charges and revenues. We apprehend 
this will require the proposed strength of Purvoes and others at least 
till we are supplied with a sufficient number of covenant servants. 
We therefore hope the above establishment will, for the present, meet 
with the Honourable Courtis approval,^ 

In a letter of the 24th March 1710 the Court proposed that the land of 
Bombay be surveyed and registered.® As regards Customs, so long as 
they were not allowed to abuse the people, the Court held that the 
duties would yield more in the hands of farmers than under direct 
management since the farmers will be more careful of letting the water 
run by their own mill.^ The same letter contains the following orders 
regarding accounts : Send us by every shipping the best computation 
you can of our annual charge at Bombay, That is to say how much 
the salary of our mercantile people comes to, mentioning the persons 
and their salaries ; how much the other charges of the garrison and 
factory amount to, namely so much each month ; how much the charge 
of building and repairs ; where and for what presents are made ; where 
and for what and how much the charge of peons or other servants, and 
by whom and how emiDloyed ; and the like of all other particulars that 
make up our annual charge of expenses there ; and let this account be 
from the last of December to the last of next December ; or if it cannot 
be with convenience, then to September or October preceding; and 
where any article is dubious, explain it.^ 

In their letter to Bombay of the 17th April 1711, tlie Court recom- 
mend the raising and improving th® revenues, as the great foundation 
of power and riches. In a letter of the 27 th March 1714, paras 80 and 
82, they add : Bor the year ending July 1712 the revenues of Bombay 
are £9867 and the charges £19,241 14s. Unless we can raise a 
revenue to make good these expenses, we shall be exhausted insensibly/' 
On the general subject of Trade and Eevenues the Court write on 
tlae 5th April 1715 : We come now to give you our directions touching- 
tlie revenues. Whatever will most effectually and fairly promote them 
will be acceptable to us. Our President must have observed how regu- 
larly the revenues are settled in Madras ; the Madras practice will be 
some guide to you in the methodizing the collecting and looking after 
the customary revenues of Bombay in the like manner for all such as 
are and shall be established there. We are told you are straitened of 
provisions and forced to get supplies from abroad ; and that the duties 
laid thereon, prevent their coming in and that it would be for the 
general benefit of the island to take off all duties laid upon butter, oil, 
rice, paddy, and wheat These we direct be taken off accordingly. 

^ Bom. Got. Consultation 1st My 1743, Fnb- Diary la of 1743, 164-163. 

® Comp, of Standing Ord. Vo!, 1 of 1715- 1721, 145. 

3 Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715- 172i, 145. 

^Comp. of Standing Ord, Vok.l of 1715-1721, 144, 145. 

® Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol, 1 of 1715 - 1721, 146,. 
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We are very desirous to encourage tlie trade o£ Bombay. And in 
regard the customs at Surat are but three and a half per cent, do you 
reduce ours to three per cent. Take into serious consideration whether 
it would not be more for our service to take off all customs, and give 
us your reasons why, that we may give you our ultimate resolution. 
And what view you have of maldng our excises to rise in some propor- 
tion, in case we should, for the improvement of the island, declare 
Bombay a free portd 

In the same letter the Court continue : Settle proper times for 
payments of all revenues fdfrmed out. At Port St. George the farmers 
pay their rents, some monthly such as the tobacco betel and arrack, 
which are great farms and the renters not very rich, and others every 
two or at least every three months, by which means they now make no 
bad debts. Whereas before, when the rents were paid but once a year, 
the farmers became insolvent or ran away. Do yon take care in the 
like manner, and in particular be sure to call for and get in the afore- 
mentioned debts. And for your better remembrance let a rent roll or 
a memorandum be always lying on the Consultation table to remind 
you of what is standing out to call for it in, of the times when any 
payment is due to call for the money, to call for and receive into cash 
the monthly produce of the customs at Bombay and M ahim from the 
collectors ; and the like from any of the covenant servants, for goods 
and other stores sold ; and not let the money lie out,^ 

On the 21st February 1717, the Court repeat the orders issued in 
1715 : You should always have lying on the table an account of the 
several branches of the revenues, whether the farms, pension, tributes, 
or other duties, and at what time they are payable that you may call 
upon the persons to pay it as it becomes due ; that customs received be 
paid into cash, and the custom-masters’ accounts be passed monthly. 
By these means with due care you will recover old arrears and prevent 
new ones.^ 

To secure a fuller knowledge of their revenues and expenditure 
the Company write on the 17th April 1711: The account of your 
revenues and from what branches they arise and how much each yields, 
must not want a place in every yearns letters.*^ 

On the 21st February 1717, to enable them to exercise a proper 
cheek over the revenues and expenditure, the Court issue the following 
orders : Send us annually not only to the end of the year which 
determines in July but to the month preceding the ships coming away, 
an account of the following particulars, namely Customs of Bombay 
and Mdhim ; the duty of a Xeraphin a ton on water ; the two per cent 
towards the charge of the wall on goods imported in vessels under 
three masts ; the amount and particulars of the pass-rUoney towards 
the charge of the grabs ; mentioning in each every month’s receipt that 


iConap. of standing Ord. Tol. 1 of 1715 - 1722, 146, 147. 
s Comp, of Standing Ord, Tol 1 of 1715> mi, 448 Eew.l 
Comp.'of " 1” of 

' ^Cotnp. of Standing Ord. ■Tol, 1 of 2 7l‘5wlTSlVT4CV 
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we may have a view at once what they severally produce. And let 
the persons receiving these, sign the accounts, certifying the truth and 
expressing the times when so signed.^ 

Regarding the revenue management the Court write to Bombay 
on the 4th November 1719 : We take notice of the contents of para- 
graph 75 shewing how the standing revenues of the island arise, and 
how they are collected; and in the packet do find abstract of the 
revenues of Bombay for the year 1718. It should have been men- 
tioned when the year ended. But this ^abstract makes the total 
only Ks. 1,1*2,264 ; and on comparing the difference between this 
signed by Mr. Courtney, and the amount in the Presidents letter 
which makes them Es. 1,25,454, we suppose some branches are new, 
besides Pucherawall * because paragraph 89 per Morice makes them 
but Es. 1,09,365. We observe the President computes what the 
new two per cent duty may amount to and reckons it in. He a^so 
brings in an article of Es. 4000 for tonnage which is not in 
Mr. Courtney'^s. We suppose the reason is that Mr. Courtney 
who signs as receiver specifies those articles only he doth receive. 
Therefore we should have had another list of their amount, of the 
other branches of our revenue, such as contribution to the town wall, 
pass-money or tonnage duty, pier duty for water, and the rest ; 
and the abstract fixed to the time above desired that we might have 
seen a complete list of all actually received to that time. We desire 
it may be so sent for the future.® 

To increase their control over the subordinate settlements on the 
2nd April 1725 the Court write to Bombay: That we may be able 
to make some estimate of the retrenchments necessary to be made 
at the subordinate settlements even when their books are not sent us, 
direct each place to give you annually, and do you send us, an ab- 
stracted account of the several items that compose the yearly charge, 
namely so many soldiers, naming their number, and therein lio^v 
many officers and how many private sentinels with their respective 
pays, so many peons and other servants with their different wages, 
so much for stable charges, so much for diet, for charges merchandise, 
for charges extraordinary, for repairs, and so of every other article 
of disbursements that compose the total. By this means you will 
be able to make a tolerable judgment wherein they exceed and wdiat 
superfluities should be pared off ; <and we shall judge accordingly here.^ 

In their letter of the 11th March 1736, the Court enjoin the 
utmost frugality and recommend the curtailing expenses in every 
item that will admit of 

On the 6th January 1737 the Court again complain of the 
heavy charges of the Presidency, and recommend the curtailing 
and lopping off every item that may be safely spared. They add : 


^ Comp, of standing Ord, Vol. 1 of 1715 - 1721, 150. 

2 Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715 - 1721, 153. 

3 Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 228. 
^ Comp, of Standing Ord, Vol J of 1715 - 1721, 158. 
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The accomplishing hereof must be heartily set about, and to that 
end every particular head of expenses must be taken into serious 
consideration by you^ in the leisurest part of the year dul}^ weigh- 
ing whether there is any necessity for each article, what 
benefit we x'eceive from thence^ if the prices are reasonable or not,, 
contriving the cheapest way of going to work in all respects, 
noting the results of your debates on this important affair upon 
Consultation for our notice that we may see how far our interest 
has been promoted. This strict enquiry must not be confined to your 
place but likewise extend to each subordinate settlement by 
making proper regulations and limiting the expense in all confine- 
able articles. We expect to reap a very considerable benefit on 
your heartily setting about a vigorous compliance with these our 
orders.^ 
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On the 2nd July 1738, for the safeguard of their cash balances 
the Court direct: We order for the future that our cash be kept 
under three locks ; our President, the Second, and one more of the 
Council, each to keep a key, as is done here ; and that the balance 
in specie be produced monthly before the whole Council. In the 
same letter they further order: We direct that a committee of 
treasury be appointed as we have here, and that the same consist 
of the President, Second, and Third of Bombay, for the time 
being; that all our bullion rupees and other treasure be kept by 
them under three diflFerent locks, except a running cash of about 
one hundred thousand rupees which must be in the Presiclent\s 
possession; and the balance of the same with what is in the 
bullion office must be monthly produced before the whole Council, 
and the accounts entered upon Consultation. On the 5th February 
1741 the Court insist upon the President’s taking charge of the 
running cash.^ 

A Consultation, the 3rd August 1741, records : The 113th paragraph 
of the Company's letter declares whoever is trusted by the three seniors 
with the cash, still the said three seniors are answerable for any loss that 
may ensue. The gentlemen now in charge take occasion to observe that 
as from the nature of their employs in other branches of the Oompany’lfe 
afEairs it is impossible for them to give attendance at ah receipts and 
payments, there is a necessity of appointing one particularly to that 
trust. This has hitherto been committed to one of tfieir covenanted ser- 
vants, and the greatest care and inspection observed in so material a 
charge. Seeing they cannot in person conduct ike business of the treasury^ 
but by means of an assistant, they apprehend they cannot be deemed abso- 
lutely answerable for any loss that may arise though they acknowledge 
at present they have no reason to imagine that will ever be the case. 
Our Honourable Masters in the 133rd paragraph insist on the Presi- 
dents taking charge of their ranning cash agreeable to the practice at 
their other head settlements. The agreeing and fixing on such a sum 
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as may be.snfficieist to answer the desi^ and laying down the neces- 
sary rules, to be observed on the proposed division of the cash is referred 
to another opportunity. 

Two days later, the 5th August the Diary records : Resuming 
the consideration of our Honourable Masters’* orders for the President's 
taking charge of a running cash, the members are desired to examine 
the current receipts and issues of money in the treasury upon a medium 
of any one month and then allot such a sum as may be reckoned sufficient 
with the receipts of the revenues and other incidental monthly sums to 
answer the pa^^ments. This medium is to be under the President's 
charge, the other balance of cash to be kept in a separate room under 
three keys, each treasurer to have one. For a clear and distinct view 
two books are to be kept, the one entitled Treasury Dr. and Gr, and 
the other Running Cash. This, it is presumed, will answer the inten- 
tion of our Honourable Masters.^ 

Eegarding cash balances in a letter of the 11th March 174 j 2, the Court 
write : So long ago as the year 1738 we gave particular directions for 
the keeping onr cash, both for our own and your security. 
Instead of complying those orders have been cavilled at, in an un- 
becoming manner. We are now told that those who are Entrusted by 
us therein are not absolutely answerable for any loss, because an 
assistant must be employed under them. We for our parts cannot see 
the force of the argument. People in all employs may plead the same. 
And we say once for all that whoever is employed by or under them 
must be well looked after by them ; for our treasurers or cashiers are 
and shall be accountable and responsible to us.® 

For the sixteen years ending 1744 the CollecWs records show a 
land revenue rising from Es. 25,469 in 1728-29 to Es. 85,897 in 
1740-41. The details are : 

Land Revenue, 17^8 - 1744, 


J,— and QvM Rent. 
Within the Town Wall 
LWithout the Town Wall 
II.—Fermon, 


IXI.-^Choleries, 

M§4egaon *». ... 

Bombay ... 

IV, --Salt ... 

Grounds. 

' Existing ... 

Becovered out of Malab^ar 

Breach ; 

Bombay ' 

MS.him ... ... ... ... 

Yli—MimUaneous 


1728-29. 

1730-31. 

1731-32. 

1782-33. 

1733-34. 

1734-35. 

1735-36. 

Bs* 

Bs. 

Rs. 

Rs* 

Rs, 

Rs. 

Rs, 

1901 

1967 

2431 



7669 

2637 

1811 

2128 

. 2664 


•- 

8082 

2824 

4082 

4701 

4367 

4300 

4277 

4245 

4260 

2968 

2969 

29t59 

2969 

3969 

3969 

2969 

1168 

831 

966 

906 

900 

877 

854 

1440 

1441 

1471 

1433 

1473 

1628 

1612 

2896 

12,563 

6830 

3563 

1617 

2072 

1492 

7316 

7320 

3677 

6762 

7698 

7698 

7746 r 

1897 

1949 

1929 

1983 

1968 

1923 

1962 









2i,4^ 

I 85,849 ; 

27,184 

20,901 

20,802 

36,963 

26,245 


i Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 294, 295, 300. . 

s Court to Bombay llth March 1742 para 82, Pub. Dep.* Court’s Letters Vol 3 of 
1742-1751, 12. Comp, of Standiug Ord. Vol, 1 of 1716 - 1721, 209, 
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Heads, 

1736-37, 

1737-38. 

1738-39, 

173940. 

1740-41, 

1741-43. 

1742-43. 

1743-44. 

I.~-~Ground and Quit Rent. 

Rs* 

Es, 

Rs, 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs, 

Rs. 

Bs. 

Within the Town Wall 

2697 

2698 

2766 

2739 

2916 

3272 

3293 

3325 

Without the Town Wall 

2814 

2806 

2928 

2880 

2871 

2639 

2.366 

3307 

i I,~~Remicn, 









Bombay 

4264 

4264 

4470 

4478 

4492 

4488 

4300 

4273 

Msfhim 

2969 

2969 

2969 

2962 

2962 

2962 

3117 

3255 

IJL—Cookries» 









M&zgaon 

819 

737 

69S 

667 

662 

761 

783 

819 

Bombay 

1794 

1232 

14711 

1469 

1490 

1481 

1519 . 

1303 

ir,-^Scilt 

1820 

6124 

46S6 ' 

7738 

7671 

6047 

12,312 ' 

7140 

V,--JBatty Grounds, 








1 

Existing ... 

Eecovered out of Malabar; 

7784 

2132 

7506 

3050 

8836 

7332 

2694 

7400 

Breach : 

Bombay 


1053 

681 

1 

: 681 

740 

606 

697 

918 

MS,him .« 


702 

; 387 

510 

610 

510 i 

639 

626 

Tl^'-^Misc&llamous 

2423 1 

, 2614 

: 3115 

2740 

2748 

2792 

> 2854 

2398 

Total ... 

1' 27,174 I 

26,321 

81,670 

1 

:J9,901 

35*807 

33,032 

34,474 

34,663 


For the ten years ending 1744 the Pnhlie Diaries show a customs 
and excise revenue rising from Rs. 88,875 in 1734-35 to Rs. 1,18,624 
in 1743-44. The details are": 


Ousto7}i8 and Excise Revenue^ 17 - 17^4. 


Heads. 

Districts. 

1734-35. 

1735-36. 

1736-37, 

1737-3S. 

1738-39. 



Es. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Customs ... i 

c 

Bombay 

MSihim 

56,073 

6594 

66,246 

6764 

46,969 

4837 

46,124 

8583 

45,978 

8149 

Weighing and Measurage,-| 

Bombay 

Mahiui 

2542 

116 

2683 

2500 

188 

2837 

261 

2808 

300 

Additional Pepper Duty, | 

Bombay 

Mahim 

1609 

946 

145 

2948 

245 

1075 

■ 723 

... 

Convoy Duty | 

Bombay ... 
M&him. 

920 

250 

1070 

220 

1080 

1120 

aoo 

980 

475 

Excise ...^ 

Bombay 

M§,him 

1065 

1819 

1111 

1834 

1567 

Confiscated Goods 

Bombay 

MShim: 

242 


... 

... 

I ■ 

Account Fines ... ... | 

Bombay 

Mdhiixfc 

... 


1 1464 1 

... 

364 

Two per cent Town Wall. ^ 

Bombay 

Mdhim 

9092 

1209 

13,022 

1669 

' 11,781 
1540 : 

18,886 

2595 

, 16,589 
2830 

Half per cent building < 
new Custom House. 1 

Bombay 

Mdhim 

8408 

160 

8296 
, 192 

t 6562 
i 200 

6121 

293 

6389 

272 

One per cent Town Ditch, -j^ 

Bombay 
Mdhim ««• 


::: 

i ::: 

... 


M&him and Sion Passage 
Boats. 

M&Mm 

... 


1146 

1 

... 


, /“Bombay 

80,646 

83,573 

73,416 

; 72,997 

' 75,868 

jLOvai 

' (Hahim 

8329 

7890 

8150 

12 , 032 ' 

22,026 

Grand Total ... 


88,875 

m.,m 

81,571 

85,020 
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Cmtoms and Macke Revenue^ 1784'^ — continued. 

Heads. 1 Districts. ! 17:j94oJ 174041.1 1741-42, 174243.1 1748-44, 


BeveHue and 
Finance- 

Customs 
Bevenue, 
1734 : - 1744 . 


Bombay ... 60.194 60,223 45, 5S3 56,388 ' 57,423 

M&bim ... 8867 8668 7124 7858 

< Bombay ... 3699 3372 2385 3120 3439 

i Mahim ... 223 207 167 219 

i Bombay 1028 656 288 376 793 

i Mahim ... ... 25 11 7 

f Bombay ... 2146 2925 2620 1755 1275 

I Mahim ... 580 690 395 395 180 

( Bombay ... 1313 1083 1077 539 607 

.■J Mahim ■ ■ ... ■ ^ ■ .■■■ ' V 

Coaflsoated Goods ...J •" 

A<=oount Fines j ^ ’> ii; ^ ! 

Two per cewt Town/ Bombay ... 14,880 18,725 17,013 15,009 10,088 I 

Wall. I Mahim ... 2129 2147 2258 2360 2170 

Half per cent building ] Bombay ... 6172 8077 6902 6890 8067 i 

new Custom House, "j Mahim ... 225 267 298 241 208 

One ocrcAnt Town Ditch f Bo^«^ay ... 8211 10,333 14,950 17,005 19,520 

unepercentio^\nUltcn.J 

Mahim and Sion Passage Mahim ... 1347 ... 790 827 1184 

Boats. — 

Total j Bombay ... 80,656 1,05,394 89,842 1,01,141 1,07,111 

^ Mahim ... 14,452 13,022 12,206 13,164 11,513 

Grand Total 1.01,108 1,18,416 1,02,047 |l, 14,30.5 1,18,624 

A detailed statement of charges for 1734-35 gives a total for the 
whole year of Bs. 2^38,559. The following table shows the main heads 
of expenditure with the average monthly outlay under each head : 

Ex'pendit'dre, 1784^85, 

p- - . Fortifi. 

Months. Garrison. Kot. Wages, ^oroi- gtoMe. 


Customs 


Charges, 

1734-36, 


April ... 

May ... 

June 

July ... 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

January 

February 

March 


Total 


Breaches Pnderi. 


General Misceiia- 
(g), neons (b) 


Months. 


Total, 


April ... 

May ... 

June ... 

July ... 

August 

September 

October 

Hovember 

December 

January 

'February 

March 


J?? SSSSi i obaiges Bs, 6604 ; General books Bs. 11,842. 

0) Miscellaueous mdud^j Bandar Pier Repairs Rs. 2613 ; Powder Mills Ke. 2611 : 
Parel Repairs Rs, 2765 ; Summer Houae Rs. 878 ; Estraordinarv Bs. 2068, 
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A Consultation of the 15tli November 1742 records the departure to 
England of Governor Stephen Law : The President went out of the fort 
attended by the English inhabitants and country merchants to the 
water side. On his going off he was saluted with three volleys from 
a detachment of military and 21 guns from the fort, the several ships 
in the road saluting as he j)assed them. The Somerset on whom he 
embarked immediately got under sail in company with the Britannia, 
Neptune^s Prize grab and Moor ship, together with the Bombay and 
Restoration^ who after seeing them so low as Gheria ^Yere to return 
hither.' 

On the 28th March 1717 theCom’t write : We find in Consultation 
the 9th December 1719 (1715 ?) an old house and ground called Sir J ohn 
Wybourne^s sold to Mr. John Hill for Bs. 180 to him and his heirs 
forever. We do not like this way of giving anybody a fee simple or 
absolute inheritance of any house or ground on Bombay. It may one 
time or other be of ill consequence. We will have no more of it. 
But do allow you to grant leases for a term of years or for lives with a 
liberty of renewal. In that ease do not give a very longterm; for 
once Bombay could be made secure and fit to invite mercliants and 
useful inhabitants to reside there^ we cannot doubt the ground-rents 
rising considerably.^ 

On the 21st February 1717 the Court write ; Eemember your promise, 
paragraph 12 of 7th January, to improve the ground within the 
city wall by the method therein specified of letting leases renewable or 
by fines or quit-rents or whatever way you should judge most for our 
interest. The consideration of our prodigious charge and the people^s 
protection and liberty are, if rightly managed, very cogent arguments 
to convince every one why that ground ought to be valued higher than 
it otherwise would be.'^ 
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A Consultation of the 30th September 1720 records ; A petition was Quit-Rent 
presented to the Board by the principal inhabitants setting forth that the deduced, 
quit-rent is a heavy tax on them and desiring to be relieved from the 
same. As it appears to ns that there is reason for the said complaint, 
in consideration thereof and of the tax agreed to he laid on the Gentu 
cattle (which will he more than the whole quit-rent amounts to), resolved 
that from and after Michaelmas Day the quit-rent shall he reduced to 
one- half. And several of the inhabitants to avoid paying said quit- 
rent having built without the town wall, ordered that all houses witliin 
cannon shot of the town wall pay the same quit-rent in proportion as 
those built within, which will in some measure make amends for what 
we have reduced the others to. The Secretary is hereby directed to 


Gov. Consultation 15tli bTov, 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 174142, 536. 

^ Court to Bombay 28tli Marcb 1717 para Compilation of Standing Ord. VoL 1 of 
1715 » 1721, 140, This is the Tank House used by the Admiral before 1762. On the 
20th February 1715 Government bought this house^ of John Hill on behalf of the 
Company for Rs, 3000 and on the 9th December 1719 (1715?) Government sold this 
very property to the very same person for Es. 1$0- Warden^s Landed Tenures of 
Bombay, Gov. 83. MS. Belectipns 143. 

S Court to Botabay 21st Feb. 1717 pftti'ffilt CeteJ: of Stoditig Vbt i bf 1715- 
1721,150. ’ ’ ' ' , . C;.- 
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draw out a proclamation accordingly. The proclamation ordered the 
30th ultimo being diawn out was this day (3rd October 1720) published 
as usual.-^ 

In 1731 an attempt seems to have been made to equalip the quit 
and ground rent. A Consultation o£ the 3rd December 1731 records : 
The mensuration of the ground within the town walls at present oecnpied 
by the English as well as Black inhabitants made_, by order of Council, 
by a committee of this Board with the assistance of Captain William 
Saunderson clerk of the works and of K4mji and Rango Burvoes, is now 
laid upon the table with a calculate of quit-rent and ground rent at a 
certain sum the square yard, which is and has been hitherto paid in a 
manner entirely unascertained, whereby some people have been pre- 
judiced and others favoured. To prevent this abuse for the future it ^ is 
agreed that the English inhabitants shall hereafter pay the same quit- 
rent for their houses that they have hitherto been assessed in. But for 
such ground as they may have taken in since the building of their 
houses or may hereafter take in they shall pay an additional quit-rent 
of 6 res for each square yard but be free of ground rent. All Native 
or Black inhabitants shall pay for the ground that they now occupy or 
shall hereafter occupy a quit-rent of 6 rc .9 and a ground rent of 5 res 
for each square yard.^ 

In the next year (1732) the Bombay Government went further 
suggesting to the Court that ground and quit-rents should be remitted. 
In reply, in 1734, the Court of Directors decide that they cannot 
admit of taking off or abating any of the taxes whatsoever.^ 

On receipt of this decision, on the 27th September 1734, the Bombay 
Government, referring to their order permitting the discontinuance 
of the payment of ground and quit-rents, observe : The Honourable 
Company, in the 52nd paragraph of their last commands, having been 
pleased to order that the ground and quit-rent be collected from the 
time it has been discontinued (1732), it is directed that the receiver of 
the revenues give in an account of the said duty from that time next 
Council day for our coining to a resolution thereon.^ 

On the 4th October 1734 on receiving the required information the 
Board observe : The Collector of the revenues delivers in an aeconnt 
of the amount of the ground and quit-rent since June 1732, the time 
they have been discontinued, being Bs. 10,504-2-211 . Directed that he 
recover the same from whom due and that the Secretary send him an 
Older accordingly*^ 

In December 1734 the people petitioned against this order. Their 
request runs : The petition of the merchants and other principal inha- 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 30th Sept, and 3rd Oct. 1720, Fuh. Diary 1 of 1720, 140 - 
141. Forrest’s Home Series, 11, 32. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 3rd Dec. 1731, Pub. Diary 4 of 1731, 164. Bev. Diary 22 
of 1798, 2063. 

® Court to Bombay 15th March 1734 para 52. Comp* of Standing Ord, ToL 1 of 
1715-1721, 156. On the 5th March 1735 para 74, and again on the 6th January 
1737 para 59, this order is confirmed. Ditto, 158, 159. 

^Bom. Gov. Consultation 27th Sept, 1734, Pub. Diary 7 of 1734, 169. 
sBom, Gov* Consultation 4th Oct. 1734, Pub. Diary 7 of 1734, 180. 
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bitants o£ Bombay most humbly sheweth that in the month of July 
1 732 your petitioners did in behalf of themselves and the poor inhabit- 
ants of this island represent to the late Honourable President and 
Council the hardship and discouragement they laboured under in paying 
the Honourable Company the duty of ground and quit-rent from 
wlrich they humbly begged to be relieved* To ease the poor people your 
petitioners offered to continue a duty on their trade equal to the amount 
of the said ground and quit-rent as may more fully appear from the 
said petition. Whereupon the said President and Council gratified 
your petitioners in their request and the said duty was accordingly 
relinquished. Soon after the arrival of the last ships from England the 
receiver of the Honourable Company's revenue, to the great grief of 
your petitioners and the rest of the inhabitants, did demand from them 
the arrears of the said duty of ground and quit-rent which many of the 
poor people are utterly unable to pay*. The hire they receive for their 
labour very barely affords them and their families subsistence, and 
the said duty of ground and quit-rent being very discouraging to the 
merchants as well as a great burthen on the poor people, the merchants 
and principal inhabitants do in behalf of themselves and of the poorer 
sort again trespass on your Honour and CounciFs goodness humbly 
you will be pleased to relinquish the same. As an equivalent 
to the Honourable Company they will cheerfully continue such a 
part of the duty they at present pay towards building the town wall 
after that work is paid for as may be judged sufficient to clear the 
amount of the duty or tax of ground and quit-rent. Your petitioners 
also beg leave to represent to your Honours that in the first agreement 
between the Honourable Company and the inhabitants of this island it 
was stipulated that in consideration of the annual payment of Xeraphins 
20,000 (which pension is now collected) the land that had been taken 
£i‘om any of the inhabitants should be restored and their estates ascer- 
tained when your petitioners conceive it was intended they should not be 
subject to farther taxes on estates. Notwithstanding which they now 
pay quit-rent for all houses built on their own ground. Also that when 
they made a voluntary gift of Rs. 30,000 (besides the two per cent) 
towards building the tovm wall they humbly hoped they should not be 
liable to any farther charge for such ground belonging to the Honourable 
Company as they might obtain liberty to build upon, though they are 
now obliged to pay the heavy duties of both ground and quit-rent. 
Your petitioners relying on your Honourable Company's goodness and 
favour, humbly submit "their case to your consideration and rest fully 
assured that you will grant such relief as will be to the entire satisfac- 
tion of the whole body of your inhabitants.^" . ^ 

On the 27th December 1734 on the above petition the Board 
observe : Bead a petition from the merchants and principal inhabitants 
of this island setting forth the great discouragement to them and 
hardship to the poor people occasioned by our renewing the ground 
and quit-rent duty. But as our Honourable Masters have positively 
ordered that the arrears be collected and the duty continued, we can no 

, I I. , I Al'.J , „ 
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otherwise relieve them than by representing their case home, which it 
is agreed to do by the next ships. ^ 

Regarding the quit and ground rent a Consultation o£ the 18th 
June 1742 records : In the account delivered to the 31st July 1741 the 
rates for people within the town wall are 6 res the square yard for 
Europeans, 11 res for others, and 30 for one Fakir Raf&k No. 238. 
Why this is so we know not. For those withont the town wall the 
rates are 1 5, 30, and 45 res the square yard but why the same differs 
must be explained.^ 

Regarding the origin of the pension tax a Consultation of the 25th 
May 1742 records: In our Consultation of the 19th of June last the 
President and ISecond undertook to inquire in what manner the pension 
was first settled, how it was assessed, and in the end to discover if it 
was kept up to the original purport or if any augmentation could he 
made. But the shipping from England arrived shortly after and other 
business more immediately requiring attention (besides the difficulty of 
obtaining a competent knowledge in that concern as no light or help 
could be procured from any registers remaining and therefore could be 
collected only from the most intelligent of the inhabitants) unavoidahiy 
prevented the inquiry being sooner executed. The President now 
tenders an account thereof from the best information he can procure 
and orders it to be inserted here for reference on any future occasion. 

On the English assuming this island an account was taken of 
the true value, at that time, of the annual produce of all the lands 
according to which the produce was reckoned to be worth 80,000 Xeraphins 
(Rs. 43,636), The Government judging it to be necessary that a taxa- 
tion or what is called pension should be laid, it was agreed that one- 
fourth part of the produce that is Xeraphins 20,000 (Rs. 10,909) should be 
annually paid to the Company. Accordingly, as stands paiiieularly 
explained in the registers kept in the Secretary's office and with the 
Collector of the revenues, up to this day the levy has continued since 
that time. Here it is to he noted that the Company had then no lands, 
and therefore what hath since come into their hands must be rated suit- 
ably, in order, with what others pay, to complete the 20,000 Xeraphins 
pre-named : 

Xs.' ' iar. ■ Tea." ■■ 

Pension in the District of Miihim first established... 10,160 1 37 
Ditto within the Bombay District 9839 1 43 

Total ... 20,000 0 0 

This makes Rs. 10,909 nearest at the rate of 11 Xerajffiins to Rs. 6, 
being the manner of reckoning at that time. Taking these accounts 
for July 1741 they are found to stand as follows : 

Rs. qrs, res. Xs. lar. res, 

Mdbim Pension as per list ... 2962 0 47 that is 5430 1 644 

Bombay ditto ... 4131 0 79 ditto 7573 2 464 

Total 7093 1 26 that is 18,004 1 31 


5 Bom. Gov. Gonsnltation 27th Dec. 1734, Pub. Diary 7 of 1734, 240, , . 

*Bom. Gov, Consultation 18th June 1742, Pub, Diary 16 of 1741*42, 292. 
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The Company's possessions that have come to them since the first 
settlement of the pension are here reckoned in order to ascertain and 
adjnst_ the full primitive establishment of 20,000 Xeraphins. The 

I’esnlt is ; Rs. qrg, res, Xg, lar. res. 

Company’s Possessions 3887 2 87 that is 7127 1 36 

Existing Payments ... 7093 1 26 ditto 13,004 1 31 

Total ... 10,981 0 13 that is 20,131 2 67 

The reason why the total is Xs. 20,131-2-67 and not Xs. 20,000 is 
that at first the dividing of every small share was attended with diffi- 
culty, and as the matter was so insignificant the parties consented 
that the overplus of Xs. 20,000 should be taken by the Collector. 
In this manner it has continued ever since as his perquisite and is 
Es. 71-3-88 at eleven Xeraphins to six rupees.^ 

Between 1726 and 1739 special inquiries in connection with a scheme 
for the purchase of Bombay by the Portuguese Government supply 
interesting' estimates of the revenues of the town and island.” (.)ii 
the ISth January 1727 the Viceroy of Goa, Joao de Saldanha de 
Gama, supplied the King of Portugal with the following details of the 
reverfues received from the different divisions of the island : The village 
aldea ai Mazgaon, held on quit-rent by D. Sie de Souza e Tavora, 
yielded about 184 muclds of rice and 250 brab palms (palmeiras bravas) 
representing a yearly revenue of Xs. 4000 (Es. 2769^%^-) that is a sale 
value of Xs. 40,000 (Es. 27,692j|-). The village of (Varoli), 

held on a quit-rent by Antonio da Silva;, yielded 34 omiclds oi rice 
representing a yearly revenue of Xs. 700 and a sale value of Xs. 7000. 
The village of Parel (Parella) with its hamlets pacarias Bhoivada 
Pomalla and Salgado, once the property of the Jesuits, yielded 154 
w-ucUs of rice and some brab palms representing a yearly revenue of 
Xs. 4000 and a sale value of Xs. 40,000. The village of Vadala and 
its divisions AivMi and Govadi, once the property of the Jesuits of 
Agra, yielded 75 muclds of rice and some brab palms together 
representing a yearly revenue of about Xs. 1900 and a sale value of 
Xs. 19,o00. The village of Ndgaon, once the property of the Jesuits, 
with a produce of 42 muclds of rice and some unimportant brah palms 
representing together a yearly rent of about Xs. 1000 and a sale 
value of Xs. 10,000. The village of Matunga (Matuquem) yielded 
65 WMclas of rice and 100 brab palms representing a yearly rent of 
Xs. 1700 and a sale value of Xs. 17,000. The village of Sion (Siao), 
once the property of Miquel Muzzello Coutinho, yielded 64 muclds 
and a few brab palms representing Xs. 1400 a year and a sale value of 
Xs. 14,000. Dhdravi, once the property of the Jesuits, a sub-division 
pdkhadi of Sion, yielded 8 mudds of rice and some brab palms 
representing a yearly revenue of Xs. 225 and a sale value of Xs. 2000. 
The hamlets of Bamanavali and Coitem (to the north of Parel), once 
the property of the Jesuits, yielded 15 mudds of rice and had some brab 
pahns representing a yearly rent of Xs, 400 and a sale value of Xs. 4000. 


^ Bom. Q-ov. Consultation 26tb May 1742, Pub* Diary 15 of 1741-42, 256 - 259, 
^ Comparo O Cbron^ de Xi8®uario> 1, 130 and VL 1C ' . . , , , . ■ - ‘ — 

B 1006— 39 , . ' ' ' , 
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The Kasba of Bombay, the property of various people, had 40^00o cocoa 
palms worth Xs. 6 to Xs. 9 each that is a sale value of about Xs, 3^00, 000» 
Some plots of laod yielded 8 to 10 muchu of rice representing Xs. 224 
a year and some salt-rice land paid a qnit-rent of Xs. 200. That is for the 
town of EotnhaY an estimated yearly rental of Xs. 30^24 representing 
a sale value of Xs. 3,04/240. The Kasba of Mahim had 70,000 cocoa 
palms of which about 23,000 belonged to the English Company, 
Some gardens and paddy fields which have fallen to the Company 
from w'ant of heirs yielded 592 mudas of rice. The Company has also 
land yielding 18 mudds of rice once Jesuit property and other lands 
yielding 18 mudds once held by other quit-rent payers. That is a total 
yearly rental of about Xs. 50,000 representing a sale value estimated 
at about Xs. 5,00,000. 

Besides ihe land yielding 
pans yielding 
Xs. 1200 and 
were salt pans 
representing a 
Also some priv 
outturn of Xs. 350 


j rice and palms Rauli in Mdtunga has salt 
St) rdsis or heaps of salt representing a yearly rent^of 
a purchase value of Xs. 12,000. In Siwri aiid Y^adala 
•s belonging to the Oonapany yielding 34 rdsis or heaps 
< yearly rent of Xs. 1100 and a sale value of Xs. 11,000. 

. ate salt pans yielding 9 to 10 rdsis representing a yearly 
Near the west of the island the point called 
Koleo (Koldba) yielded the Company Xs. 4000 to Xs. 5000^ a year. 
Bombay, Mazgaou, Warli, Parel, Sion, and Dhardvi had Kolivadds. 
or Koli hamlets which together yielded about Xs. 7000 a year. At 
iVldhim and at Bombay were two Bandvastaes or distilleries where the 
juice or snra of brab and cocoa palms was made into country spirit 
yielding an estimated yearly revenue of Xs. 2000 representing a sale 
value of Xs. 20,000. In 1668 the customs of Bombay and Mdhim 
were rented forXs. 60,000 and in 1708 for Xs. 62,000. In 1726 they 


* ^ A statement at page 142 of Tot 5 of Unpublished Kecorcls printed in-lLisbon m 
1868. gives the revennes of the island in 15;U when Gujardfc eeded Bombay to the 
Bortngnese. The 1537 totals are remarkably small. The details are ; M^himLand, 
3 ^ 8 . 1098 , Customs, Xs, 1239 ; Mizgaon, Xs. 300 , Mombayim, Xs. 698 ; Total, Xs. 3335 * 
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As regards the value of the fortresses the Vieeroy wrote ; The Castle 
of Bombay has six modern bastions begun in 1716 and well defended 
with artillery. The fort called DongTi opposite the city is of small 
importance^ Mazgaon Fort with a garrison of one sergeant and 24 
men has small bastions and three guns. The fort of Siwri or Siiri, 
on the shore in front of the Salsette village of Maula, has a garrison of 
50 sepoys and one subhedar, and eight to ten guns. Sion facing 
Kurla has a small tower and one breast-work with nine to ten gimsj 
60 soldiers and one captain. M^him on the shore in front of Barn'ra 
has three bastions and thirty guns with 100 soldieis. Warli on the 
high point facing the chapel of Our Lady of the Mount has seven to 
eight guns, one ensign and 25 soldiers. The island of Patccas, that is 
Butcher^s Island, annexed to the village of Mazgaondoes not yield any 
revenue* In 1722 General Charles Boone began a fort now (1727) 
perfect with six or seven guns and a garrison of about seventy laccarsd 

Eegarding the means by which the required purchase money could 
be raised the Viceroy writes; It seems to me that it will be enough 
to pay the capital of the revenue (which at ten years^ puicliase 
would represent about Xs, 24,00,000) by permitting your Christian 
subjects to buy the properties. As on account of poverty the 
Christians could not produce more than Xs. (or pardaos) 5, ('0,000 
or 6,00,000, your Majesty should allow the Hindus to buy the 
remainder continuing to them the privileges allowed them by 
the English. This is convenient not only with the object of 
raising money, but because many of those at present in the 
island fled thei*e from your MaJesty^s estate, because of the liorr‘)r of 
the Inquisition. As these men have attracted the commerce of Asia to 
the island, if they go they will take the trade with them, and thus 
your MaJesty^s custom house would become quite useless. The Fathers 
of the Company (Jesuits) will require the restitution of their revenue. 
I submit that your Majesty should not make them this grace unless 
they pay their value for which they have sufficient means. If your 
Majesty allows them to buy all these properties I believe in their own 
interests they will not hesitate. With regard to the payment of the 
fort and buildings it seems to me not possible without your Alajesty^s 
help. I remember that the Chiistian Armenians have sent a petition 
to the Government of India, asking them for an harbour whence 
they could make a fort for defence submitting to regular laws. As the 
Armenians are oppressed by all nations both. European and Asiatic, 
I doubt not they will embrace this concession when it is proposed. 
If the Armenians do not, then your Majesty will have to satisfy this 
amount through the Royal Treasury sending the money in dollars 
which yields 50 per cent premium or in some other coin which might 
yield 30 per cent. In order that your Majesty may recover this 
expense, it can be arranged by means of obtaining from the custom 
house so much per cent to be collected and sent to Lisbon in articles 
which might bring profit. 


^Archivo Fortwguew Oriental Fasc, Ooa, 1876, pages 287-202, 
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At a Consultation of the 26tli August 1737 the Board write : Our 
Honourable Masters, in paragraph 44 of their eommaiidsbj the Grafton, 
being pleased to take notice of our omitting to send our promised 
remarks on the several branches of the revenues of this island, the 
President observes that such omission was owing to our being convinced 
from the examination then made that none of the articles would well 
admit of the least augmentation without actually becoming a grievance 
to the traders. This indeed was hinted to our Honourable Masters in 
paragraph 143 of our address by the tVilliam wherein we gave it 
as our opinion that their revenues were then on a very good footing. 
At the same time seeing that, since the arrival of the Grafton, the 
abstracts of the revenues had been laid before the President, he made 
the following remarks upon each article : 

1. Bents and revenues under the care of the Collector 
include, the following, articles: 

(a) Tobacco Rent , — Let out to the highest bidder for the sole 
liberty of selling country tobacco to the inhabitants. As the 
tobacco farm is exposed to sale in the most public and open 
manner, and as every person who thinks a profit can be made 
by renting the farm is at liberty to bid ; the augmentation or 
deci'ease of this article depends entirely on the consumption 
of tobacco amongst our inhabitants. It is yearly let out at 

present lor L^9,225 0 0 

{h) Arrack Rent . — Por the sole liberty of selling parriar 
arrack and toddy to the inhabitants. Had this article been 
put up to public sale it might possibly have let out for more 
than the Bbandaris give. But whether that had been pru- 
dent under the dangerous consequences set forth in Consulta- 
tion the 12th July, must be submitted to our Honourable 
blasters. It is now let to the Bhaudaris for Hs. 12,000 a year, 

though the last three years it yielded annually 14,300 0 0 

{c) Old Womaris Island. —This island has been farmed to 
Mr. Bichard Broughton upon lease for twenty-one years. His 
time does not expire till July 1743, till* when no alteration can 
be made in this article. Its yearly rent is 200 0 0 

(d) Malabar Bill , — This hill has been fanned to the highest 
bidder for the term of three years, being the most certain 
method of letting it for what it is worth. This article will 

not admit of augmentation 131 o 0 

(e) Brah Trees on Butcher's Island. — These trees have 
been let to Mr. Bichard Hollomore, who constantly resides 
there. And as no inhabitant upon this island will farm them, 
and there being no people on Butcher’s Island except the 
soldiers and their families, we are obliged to let said trees for 

what anybody will give ... 16 1 0 

(f) Pension.— This was agreed to by the .inhabitants in 
1672 «nd was then settled af Xs. 20,000 (Bs. 10,909). Since 
that time several oarts and batty grounds being forfeited to 
the Honourable Company, the pension was proportionably 

lessened and it last year amounted to 7228 3 78 

As this article is in pursuance of an engagement made with 
the inhabitants when the island came into the possession of 
the English, and as it has so long been punctually observed, I 
cannot think we ought to infringe the same by an alteration. 

(ff) Bombay OooUry.—ThB produce of this article arises 
chiefly from a head tax collected from every Koli for the 
liberty of fishing and following other occupations. The 
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remainder is tlie araoinit of sundry small tributes collected q. res, 

by the overseer. The -whole for the last year being ... 1512 1 9f5 

" The head-money paid by the fishing Koiis is Rs. 3 to Es. 4 
a year. It is specially for those who follow callings other than 
fishing. The palanqiiin Koiis (whose wages are only Es. 3 
a month) pay the same as the fishermen, which one instance 
we think will serve to show this article is not capable of being 
increased without oppressing those poor men in too great 
a degree as they have for a long time past made heavy 
complaints of their burthen. 

{lb) Mdzgaon Coolc7'y , — This item arises in the same manner 
and the same remarks are applicable to this as the foregoing. 854 0 29 
{i) Fetty Salt and Batty grounds. The persons 

who make the salt in the pits belonging to the Honourable 
C.impany pay either at a certain rate of each pit or the half 
of what they actually make. The price of the salt is settled 
according to the times and circumstances, and the way of 
collecting the revenue arising from this article having by 
experience been found the most beneficial to the H onouraMe 
Company, I presume they will contmue it and think half the 
produce of the salt pits a suiSicient quota, they being at no 
other charge than making the pits and keeping them in repair. 

The batty grounds in general belonging to the Honourable 
Company are cultivated by the K unbis and their produce is 
equally divided between the Honourable Company and them. 

The tohi or estimate of the whole produce of the Company ^s 
batty grounds is computed in a good season to be 516 viudds 
7 pliards and 9|- adhoUs ; but in case of a bad season a reason- 
able abatement is always allowed. That is thoCompany receive 
half the real produce of the grounds instead of the settled 
rate. And us the lands are cultivated at the expense of the 
Kunbis I cannot but esteem half their net produce a sufficient 
rent for the grounds. 

The tributes from the Bhandaris for drawing toddy from 
the Company’s trees, from the Koiis of Warli and fe ion for 
fishing, and the rent of sundry hills and small pieces of ground, 
are according to ancient establishment and will not therefore 
admit of alteration. These articles last year amounted to ... 11,188 2 27 
(j) Quit and Groimd The houses within the town 

wall pay annually for every square yard 6 res quit-rent and 
5 res ground rent*, Those without the wall pay 5 res quit- 

rent and 4 m ground reiiH ^ 5461 1 40 

I am so fai' from thinking this an improvable article that 
I am convinced of the great burthen it is to the poorer iiih?i- 
bitants and am in some hopes our Honourable Masters will 
be induced to relieve them upon considering our second re- 
presentation of their case in paragraph 98 of our letter of the 

30th September 1736. 

Total ... 70,116 2 69 

Deduct— The salaries and wages to the several officers and 
servants employed in collecting the above revenues 8851 2 68 


Het amount of the Collector’s list for 1735-36 ... 66,266 0 1 

2. Customs : " ■ 

(a) Imj)oris and Exports , — All goods imported and sold 
pay 3 per cent unless they have already paid duties at Surat 


* This paragraph is incorrect. The ColiectoHs, Rent Boll for Quit and Ground 
Rent 1728 - 1737 shows a total for 1736-36 of Rs. 5461-1-40 as in the text,. The rates 
in the town are 6 res and 11 res and outside of the town 15, 30^ and 45 res as stated 

at page 304, . ,■ 
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or Cambay. The only exception to this 3 per cent duty is in 
the case o£ sundry articles whose importation, being judged of 
advantage, is allowed free and of others whose importation is 
judged detrimental and is subject to special duties. These 
articles are : Timber free, Indian tobacco 9 per cent, grain free, 
horses 6 per cent, jewels free, soap 9 per cent, plate free, opium 
9 per cent, country iron 9 per cent. 

A special export duty is levied on the following articles winch 
are necessary to the island, namely: Timber 5 per cent, grain 
,5 per cent, boats sold 6 per cent, salt 20 per cent, cocoanuts 
9 per cent, cloth made on Bombay per cent, sundry other 
necessaries such as corn, fish, &nd eajdns 9 per cent- 

The duties of Bombay paid by the traders are esteemed as 
reasonable as at any port in India. When it is couvsidered 
that goods brought from Bengal have already paid a consulage 
there and if exported from hence to Persia pay another duty 
at that place, we cannot -suppose the Honourable Company 
will think it reasonable to augment the one without taking 
off the other. In this respect we trade on a more disadvan- 
tageous footing than the Moors, who, having paid the Moghal’s 
duties at one of his ports, are at liberty to carry their goods to 
all the rest within the year custom free. We can from experi- 
ence affirm that the Honourable Company are the greatest 
gainers by the private trade carried on by the English in India. 

The amount of this article in 1735-36 was ... 62,234 

(b) Oontrihution to the Toimi -All goods imported by 

the country merchants (except in thi’ee-mast ships) pay 2 per 
cent ... ... ' 14,590 

This town wail duty was voluntarily paid by the inliabitancs 
of Bombay to defray the expense of building the I'own Wall. 

They no doubt expected when the cost was repaid, they would 
be relieved from the duty, though I believe they may be pre- 
vailed willingly to continue the 2 per cent, if our Honourable 
Masters gratify them in relinquishing the ground and quit 
rent. I am inclined to hope our Masters will agree to this 
proposal. The difference will be greatly in their favour, and 
by their compliance the body of our merchants will bo gratified 
and our poor relieved. 

(^2j Duty totourds building a mw Custom House. — This duty 
is collected on all goods imported 5 it was originally given 
towards building the Church and when the church was 
finished (1718) the merchants hoped it would be taken off. It 
has since been applied to the Custom House and other services 

per cent being collected upon all imports without separat- 
ing this duty from the real customs. The traders seem to 
despair of being relieved from this duty, though when a 
donation of that kind is made they think it ought to be applied 
to no other use and ought not to^be continued after the work 
for which the duty was first levied is completed 8488 

(d) Weighing and Measurage Duty. — All goods weighed 

or measured at the Custom House pay | per cent on their 
value over and above the customs contribution. This in 
effect increases the custom to 3| per cent. This duty v^as 
laid on by the late President and Council and has been 
submitted to by the traders in general who do not pretend 
to dispute the Honourable Company’s power of levying and 
continuing what duties they please on the trade carried on 
under their protection. In spite of this whether the over- 
burthen of it will not have a bad effect and lessen the Cus- 
toms revenue is referred to our Honourable Masters ... 2827 

(e) Duty on Pepper esported from the Oomt-Imctories.—l 
cannot but confess I think this pepper duty a hardship on the 
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English traders 'who alone are subject to it. I apprehend the 
original design of the tax was to lessen the export of pepper 
on accoLint of private persons from the Honourable Compniiy’s 
spitieinenfcs. Bat it has been taken in a much more unlimited 
sense; for this duty is collected on all pepper sold by the 
English traders in any of the Honourable Company’s settle- 
ments, though bought from such parts of the coast as noways 
interfere with oui' Honourable Masters’ trade. Nay the duty 
wns carried even farther and collected on pepper bought at 
Cochin and sold in China. From this we were obliged to desist 
on the Dutch threatening to deny us the liberty of their port. 

As at this time all merchants (except those under the English 
protection) can buy pepper at Karwdr, Onor, Cochin, and 
other parts of the coast where our Honourable Masters have 
not settlements, and sell it at any market in India without 
paying this additional duty, the levy puts the English on a 
worse fooling as regards pepper than any other merchants, 
even than the Moors or Banians. It is to be hoped the Hon- 
ourable Company taking the same into their consideration. 

will be pleased to relieve them by taking it off 945 3 68 

(/) Excise on Paiuh Houses. — Liquors sold by retail pay an 
excise as follows: Goa arrack, Es. 15 the hogshead ; Europe 
wine of all sorts, Re. 1 the dozen ; Persia wine, TIs. 5 the 
chest; Drams in cases, Es. 6 the case; Brandy and Beer, 

Re. I the dozen. Considering the expense of house rent and 
servants 'wastage and damsge, and the prime cost of liquors 
the above duties are as much as the Funch^house keepers 

can really afford to pay ... ... 1310 1 81 

(g) Coinage Duty. — In pursuance of the Honourable Com- 
pany’s orders the coinage duty was settled at 1 cent. 

This duty will not bear augmenting since silver may be coined 
in Surat upon near as good terms as in our mint. It is there- 
fore undoubtedly the Honourable Company’s interest and 
that of this island in general to encourage the merchants to 
bring their money by coining it for them to more advantage 

than can be done elsewhere ... 12,174 2 IB 

Qi) Convoy Duty , — This is collected on small vessels be- 
longing to the island (that do not pay tonnage) according to 
the following rates : Those under 100 kkandie^ Es. 10 ; from 
100 to 160, Es. 15 ; from 150 upwards, Es. 20. Vessels |)ay 
this duty every trip and some boats make* two, others three, 
voyages in a season. As upon such boats the convoy duty 
amounts to more than the tonnage, I think it is for the Com- 
pany’s interest not to attempt to enhance this duty .... ... 1290 0 0 

{i) Pier and Water Xfay.-'A)! private ships that take in 
water at this port pay Ee. 0 qrs. 1 res 60 a ton for the same. 

The amount of the duty is small and will not admit of any 

considerable addition ... 397 3 37 

(y) This article is very uncertain. Goods 

are freighted on such terms as can be settled. All gold and 
silver belonging to black merchants brought on the Com- 
pany’s ships or vessels from Persia or the Eed Sea, pay 2 per 
cent and from Basra 27 the thousand, and 'what belongs to the 
Company’s covenant servants pays 1 per cent. Should this 
duty be augmented the merchants would freight on other ves- 
sels on more easy terms. It is certainly the Company’s interest 
to continue the rate as hitherto. The encouraging the mer- 
chants to freight their money to this island is of very great ^ 

consequence to the Honourable Company as well as to the : ! 

merchants of the placet For the grea|:est p^rt of ^e silver v - ■ 
freighted on the Company’s vessels^ k. coined in' our mint; 
whereby the Company receire an advankge, besides the 
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freight. And the proprietors of such silver being generally res. 

the northern merchants export near the whole amount of it in 
goods which tends to the benefit of the island and the increase 
of the Honourable Company’s customs ... ... ...13,265 0 96 

(k) Account Tonnage at Bomhmj and All ships that 

take our pass pay Re. 1 the ton to the Company, which duty 
is also collected on the English ships from the other side of 
India. Also all foreign boats belonging to the inhabitants of 
Cutch, Sind, and other places are obliged to take our pass and 
pa}' the said duty of Re. 1 a ton. Many of those people think 
it very hard to be obliged to take our pass on such terms, 
pjleading that without passes their vessels and boats wmuld be 
as safe from any of the pirates who infest this coast, ^ Ihere- 
fore whether it will be prudent to attempt increasing this 
article of the Honourable Company’s revenue and hazard the 
whole by disgusting those traders must be submitted to their 
consideration. Amount collected here and at Surat ini 735-36. 6184 3 0 

3. CocoanuU and OarU Bents,— The produce of this article is 
little more than the amount of the cocoanuts sold at public 
outcry, which method I think will not admit of an alteration 
for the better. The revenue arising fi’om the small pieces of 
vacant ground in and contiguous to the oarts let out for 
planting greens, does almost defray the charges of looking 
after the oarts and keeping the wells and w’ater-courses in 

repair. The net amount of this article in 1735-36 was ... 7226 3 2 

4. Surat and Cambay Gnstoms , — As this item is a duty of 
2 per cent on all goods imported and exported at and from 
either of those places by the traders under the Honourable Com- 
pany’s protection, which with other charges amount to upwards 
of 10 per cent on the gross sales, I presume our Honourable 
Masters will not think fit to discourage the private trade by 

an augmentation of these duties 27,216 2 25 

5. Batty produced by salt grounds not included in the Col- 
lector’s list, but arising after the same manner as the revenue 

of the other batty grounds 49 3 20 

Several parcels of the ground recovered by the Breach or 
Vellard are nowbekig measured by the V9readt)res and will be 
distributed among such of the inhabitants as are willing to 
cultivate them on the best terms that can be obtained. As the 
ground becomes freshened by the rains, I hope this article will 
in time admit of great improvement to the Honourable Com- 
pany’s advantage. 

Account Fines ... ... ... ... 300 0 0 

7. Confiscations ... ... ... 

8. Account Interest ... ... ... ... 9314 1 2 

These three articles depending entirely upon accidents, it is 

not in our power to improve them. 

Note,— The total net revenues of Bombay, including the ton- 
nage collected at Surat and the Customs at that town and 
Cambay, on close of books k Tt ending July 1736 as per the 
accountant’s Abstract sent our Honourable Masters by the 
Wyndliam and Lynn, is Bs. 2,34,082-0-2. There is a difference 
between this and the sheet abstract of Rs. 15^, this .'^um being 
added in said abstract to the amount of the Collector’s list 

though therein included, 

Total 2,34082 0 2 
The several members of the Board having in course duly examined 
the above remarks on eve^ article think they are juet and therefore 
nnanimousiy concur in opinion ^vith the President, and it is agreed 
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that the same may be submitted to the consideration of oiir Honour- 
able Masters.*^ ' 

In 1727 Government decided to have the waste ground near Back 
Bay planted with trees. With the view of carrying out this Reso- 
lution a Consultation of the 26th April 1728 records: Our Consulta- 
tion of the 28th July last (1727) agreed to make over the Back Bay 
waste to such persons as would plant the same with cocoanuts for 
the consideration there specified. The waste land along Back Bay being 
now divided into five parts an indenture is passed to each party- 

But as people fail to show the same readiness to occupy the waste 
ground in the carts of Mahim^ it is resolved that the same be planted 
on the Honoui’able Company's account. When the planting is complete 
the receiver is to give in a list of the number of trees planted to be 
entered in Consultation. The grant of the waste lands in Back Bay 
was in each case confirmed by an indenture.^ 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 26tli Aug., 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-37, 197 -207. In 
1751 there were salt pans at Naigoiig, Antop, Pegambari, Chandani, Uronli, Calloy, 
Faymory, Coazbao, Rauli, and Shaikh Misrh Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 216- 237, 

2 The details are : 

To Autonio de Silva : one piece called Dagouri to contain 125 
trees ... ... ... ... ... 125 

Two-thirds of another called Dadauri to contain 100 trees ... 100 

. ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ■ .. — 225. ■■■■ ■ 

To ESinji Purvoe : one piece called Massari to contain 100 trees, 100 

One piece Jassauri to contain ... ... ... 123 

223 

To Jesing Ranchhod and Panduji Posji ; one piece called 
Eanauri to contain ... ... ... ... 203 

One piece Muga Vari to contein ... ... ... 100 

3G3 

To Monirji Purvoe; two-thirds of a piece of ground called 
Dadauri to contain trees ... ... ... ... 362 

One-third of a ground called Patta Mari to contain ... 6i 

220 

To Dharma Bfilaji : a piece of ground called Dagouri to contain 100 

One piece called Massouri ... ... ... ... 101 

One piece Naikowry ... ... ... 75 

One-third of the ground called E^attamari ... ... 42 

318 

Total Palmyras ... 1355 

® The details of one of these indentures are : 

This indenture under the 25th day of March 172$ and in the first year of the reign 
of our Sovereign George II, by the grace of God of Great Britain France and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, by and between the Honourable W. Phipps Esq. Presi- 
dent and Governor, and Council of Bombay for and on behalf of the Right Honourable 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies of the one part and 
Antonio de Silva, inhabitant of Bombay, of the other part. Witnesseth. that the said 
President and Council upon the covenants and agreements hereafter mentioned have 
devised, granted, and to farm letten uhto the said Antonio de Silva his heirs executors 
administrators and assigns a piece or parcel of waste land called’ Degouri (Degdvddi) 
situate in the Back Bay, whereon is newly planted or about to he planted 125 palmyras 
having for boundaries cast the oart Dassoury (DasdvMi) belonging to Jiji Moody and 
the oart Carvel belonging to the said Antonio de Silva, west the highway, south 
a passage and the oart Ranoury (Ednv^di), belonging to Jesing Ranchhod and 
Pdnduji Posji. And also on this third part of a piece of ground called Dadouri 
(DddvMi) situate in the said Back Bay, whereon is now or is about to be planted 100 
palmjyas being bounded on the east with the oart and a wdri belonging to Duarqua and 
Ignatio de Souz, west with the highway, south with the other two-thirds of the said oart, 
and north with a passage. To have or to hold the said pieces or parcels of ground unto 
the said Antonio de Silva his heirs executors administrators and assigns forever, 
yielding and paying unto the said President and. Council or their successors at the end 
and expiration of ten years from the date hereo£a yearly rent charge of fifteen cocoanuts 
a tree, rating the cocoanuts at Rs. 20 per 1120, and from the date hereof until the end 
B 1006-40 
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Eegarding the pi^oposed plantation at Mahim a Consultation of the 
21st June 1728 records: Our resolution of the 26th of last April 
determines that the waste ground in Mahim woods shall be planted 
with coeoanut trees and further orders a survey and calculate to be made 
of the expense during the nine years before the trees will reach perfec- 
tion. A report is now brought in ealeulating the expense of 1200 trees 
during nine years to be about Bs. 4500, and further that owing to 
the barrenness of the land and the nearness of salt water the said 
plantation will not then be worth more than Rs. 7000. As this will 
not even allow common interest on the expense, it is resolved that we 
decline to make any such plantation.^ 

A Consultation of the 26th June 1736 records: It is directed that public 
notice be given that next Oouneil day the unemployed space without 
the Church Gate belonging to the Honourable Company will be let 
for a term of years with this condition that no houses are to be built 
or trees planted thereon that may hinder the air coming to the citj.^ 
Two weeks later, 9th July 1736, it is further recorded : Nobody 
appearing to rent the piece of ground taken notice of in last Consulta- 
tion, it is directed that the receiver of the revenues endeavour to let it 
out for the most he can, acquainting us of his proceedings.^ 

Regarding the leasing of the vacant ground round the Town Wall, 
a Consultation of the 8th March 1743 records : The ground ronnd the 
town wall rendered vacant by the clearance of houses and trees, may be 
made fit for producing batty. It is therefore directed that a publica- 
tion issue for letting these lands upon lease for five or seven years on 
condition that no wall or standing fence be erected.^ 

Two months later a Consultation of the 6th May 1743 records : The 
waste ground round the town wall is put up to be Jet for nine years from 
the 80th April last, on the following conditions : That the extent 
of the ground is to be from the angle of the Princess , Bastion to the 
English burying ground, reserving a sufficient space round the 
powder house. As some small parcels are already occupied, the renter 
shall permit the present occupiers to continue in possession for the space 
of two years they paying the same as what has hitherto been paid the 
Honourable Company, or otherwise consenting to make such an allowance 


and expiration o£ tiie said ten years eocoanuts a tree a year, rating tlaem as afore- 
said. And further the said Antonio de Silva for himself his heirs executors and admin- 
istrators doth hereby covenant and agree to and with the said President and Council, 
that, if the said rent charge shall not be paid within twenty days after it is legally 
demanded, according to the times hereinbefore appointed, it shall and may be lawful 
to and for the said President and Council to take the said oarts with the improvements 
thereon to that time made into their possession and to expel, put out, and remove 
the said Antonio de Silva from the same, anything herein contained to the contrary not- 
withstanding. In witness whereof, to that part of the said indenture that remains with 
the said Antonio de Silva, the said President and Council have caused the common seal 
of the said Company to be affixed and to the other part the said Antonio de Silva has set 
his hand and seal the day and year above written. Pub. Diary 3 of 1727-28, 97 - 99* 
ForresPs Home Series, II. 44.-45. ' 

1 Pub. Diary 3 of 1727-28, 134 - 135. Forrest’s Home Seines, II. 43 - 44. 

2 Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 278. ^Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 281. 
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for the improvements already made as the President and Council shall 
award* That no trees shall be planted or any house or fence erected 
within the distance of 300 yards, but at that extent they may raise a 
fence made with tattds, notexceeding four feetin height. The rent to be 
paid annually. The same was let atRs. 615 a year to Adoji Vithoji, 
Ramji Shamji, Eamji Shivji, and Mdnkoji Putlaji.^ 

Four years later these renters desired to give up the lease. A 
Consultation of the 6th March 1747 records : The persons who rented 
the waste ground without the town walls for nine years at the rate of 
Rfc. 615 a year, commencing from the 30th April 1743, being deshous 
of relinquishing the same and one Purshotam Gopalji Purvoe offering 
to give Rs. 650 a year for those grounds on the same terms for the 
five remaining years of the lease, it is agreed that Purshotam^s offer 
be accepted.^ 

A Consultation of the 25th April 1735 records : The rent of Mala- 
bdr Hill expiring the 25th March 1735, it is now put up for three 
years from 25th March 1735 when the highest bid is Rs, 131 a year.^ 

On the 30th March 1738 the rent of Malabar Hill for three years 
from the 25th March was put up to be let to the highest bidder. The 
conditions were as usual except that the renter was not obliged to plant 
any mango trees. Jiji Moody appeared to be the highest bidder at 
the rate of Rs. 150 a year.^ 

A Consultation of the 24th March 1744 records : Conformable to 
public notice that we should this day put up to auction the farm of 
Malabar Hill for three years commencing the 25th instant, several 
persons attending without were admitted and the conditions declared 
as follows : The farmer to have the entire possession of that part of 
the Hill usually esteemed to belong to the Honourable Company, as 
also the benefit of the fishing wares, but not to cut any live wood, 
and hay to be cut as usual for the Company's use. When Savaji 
Dharamset, Rupji Dhanji, and Vithald^s Keshavr^m jointly were the 
highest bidders at the rate of Rs. 175 a year.^ 

In 1743, regarding an application for the renewal of the lease of 
Old Woman's Island, a Consultation of the 13th June 1743 records : 
The lease granted to Mr. Richard Broughton of Old Woman’s 
Island expiring the 6th of next month, application is made on 
his behalf for a renewal thereof for the term of 21 years. Con- 
sidering that, by the tenure of his former lease, the Company 
must pay Mr. Broughton for the improvements he has made ac- 
cording as they may be valued which may amount to more than the 
rent would compensate in many years ; and that the expense and 
trouble he has been at ought to have some weight in his favour, it 
is agreed that on his paying a fine of one year’s rent and as an 

encouragement to his industry the lease be renewed for the term of 

21 years at the same rate as formerly that is Rs. 200 a year.® 

5 Fub. Diary 16 of 1743, 128. Pab. Diary 20 of 1747, 71. 

^Pub. Diary 8 of 1734-35, 121, '^Fub. Diary 11 of 1737-38, 82 

5 Pub. Diary 17 of 1744, 126, 

^ Fub, Diary 16 of 1743, 151, Bombay Golleoior’s Revenue Accounts Vol 1. 
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On the 6th March 1724 the President acquaints the Board that 
the persons appointed to prepare and cultivate the salt ground 
recovered by the causeway made from Sion to Mahim, as by our 
Consultation of the 17th June last (1723), have represented to 
him that after a great deal of labour and some expense, through 
the scarcity of last season’s rain the ground yielded no produce at 
all. He had therefore directed the vereadores of Mahim and the 
mh^taras of the Aldeas and Cassabys (that is villages and towns) to 
survey and measure the contents of the said ground and according 
to the best of their judgment estimate its yearly rent and certify 
the same to be delivered unto this Board. The report of the 
vereadores is as follows: The limits of the new salt ground 
recovered by stopping the great breach between Mahim and Sion 
and lying in the middle of the old salt ground, namely from 
the great causeway of Sion Dh^,r^vi and Mooree (Mori river) to 
the point of Mahim within the causeway leading into Mdhim 
woods, contain 23,332 measures of 14 covits to each measure of 
which 15,000 are valued annually at 12 res and 8332 at 8 res. It 
is objected that as, by reason it lies low, 700 measures of the above 
ground will want labour and new earth to fill up and make 
it useful, the same should be free of rent. And likewise that 
some other allowances must be granted for grounds employed 
for making tanks to preserve water for the benefit of the batty 
during the too long intervals between the rain. The verea- 
dores and mhataris are thereupon called in and offer the people 
among whom they propose to distribute the said grounds on the 
above terms. These people insist on a lease of 21 years. And being 
told this could not be consented to they are at last with difloiculty 
brought to accept a lease of seven years allowing the 700 measures 
at present unfit for tillage to be rent-free, but no allowance to be 
made for what they make use of for tanks. Agreed therefore to 
rent the land to them as follows, namely 15,000 measures at 12 res 
a year is Es. 450 and 7632 measux'es at 8 res a year is Rs. 152-2-56, 
that is a total of Rs. 602-2-56.^ 

Regarding stopping the Great or Mahalakhshrni Love-Grove 
Breach a Consultation of the 11th April 1720 records : The Presi- 
dent informs the Board that Captain Bates had made a proposal for 
stopping the Great Breach, which the undertaker seemed pretty confi- 
dent was very practicable. If this proposal should be approved it 
would necessarily occasion an increase of our expenses. Therefoi'e 
as the monsoon draws near, he thought it proper to make a provi- 
sion accordingly and offers to pay into the treasury Rs. 20,200 here 
and take a bill for Rs. 20,000 on the Chief and Factor at Surat 
Rs. 200 being the accustomary exchange. Ordered that the 
accountant draw out a bill accordingly.^ 


^ Bom. Gov, Consulfcation 6tli March 1724, Fuh. Diary 2 of 1724, 34-35, Forrest's 
Home Series, 11. 34-35. 

2 rub. Diary 1720, 36. Forrcst'^i Home Series, 11. 4. 
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Two days later^ 13tli April 1720^ a Consultation records: 
Mr. Elias Bates now delivers in a proposal for stopping the Great 
Breach in one season. Ordered that Messrs. Brown, Courtney, 
Midford, and Pliillipps consult wdtli and take the opinions of Major 
Vane and Captain Johnson on this affair and make a report thereof 
to the Board.! 

In obedience to the above order of Council on the 13th of the 
next month, May 1720, the Committee report : We have examined 
the scheme and method laid down by Captain Bates for stopping 
the great breach of water, and took to oiir assistance Major Vane 
Captain Johnson Captain Ingram and Captain Hamilton and now 
crave leave to offer the result of our examination. All the afore- 
said gentlemen (excepting Captain Johnson) are of opinion that the 
only sure and least expensive method for completing this great and 
useful work is by the means and manner proposed by Captain 
Bates according as he has explained his Mraught in writing to 
which we refer without troubling your Honours with a recital of it 
here. Captain Johnson on the contrary thinks it more advisable 
that the work be undertaken and carried on one of these two ways 
(either of which he thinks will be less chargeable and Jess liable to 
be obstructed), namely : First by continuing the old wmrks in the 
same place and manner as formerly and employing 2000 sepoys to 
carry stones which may be thrown (without any great exactness) 
in the mouth of the Great Breach. He observes that the hills on 
each side being very rocky, be can easily break them with the force 
of gunpowder so as to afford a sufficient supply of stones and if 
the number of sepoj'S before mentioned are so employed, he thinks 
it cannot fail of success notwithstanding the great breadth and 
depth of water and the force with which it comes in. Captain 
Johnsoi/s other proposal, which he says will be more expensive but 
subject to no hazard of succeeding, is to cut a channel of 100 feet 
broad and 7 feet deep or thereabout quite across the island in a 
direct line from the mouth of the breach to the north side of the 
hill by Mdzgaon. And because the water as it enters the breach 
immediately spreads itself upwards of 3700 feet, namely from 
the point of the little hill on the north side to the foot of Malabar 
Hill, and so on all spring tides spreads wider and wider as it is 
forced forwards, to draw this great breadth of water into the narrow 
compass of the channel, he proposes that walls be built from the 
two hills aforesaid, to confine the water and bring it into the channel. 
These are Captain Johosoffs methods which we apprehend lie open 
to these objections : First we doubt it is but too certain there can 
be no hopes of stopping the water at the mouth of the Breach 
where it comes in on all spring tides with a very great rapidity 
and besides the channel is now worn so deep as to render fruitlcvss 
all such efforts. The objection against his other proposal seems to 
us equally strong, namely : If a wall must be built to *bring the 
water into the channel (which in such case is certainly true ; other- 


^ Pub, Diary 1 of 1720, 40. Forreist^s Home Series, II, 6. 
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wise the water will spread on each side o£ it)^ then that wall may 
as well be carried on the other 100' feet and thereby save the 
expense of cutting about two miles of ground of which a great 
part is very rocky. Thus it appears to us that Captain Bates^ 
scheme is preferable to either of Captain Johnson^s proposals.^ 

On receipt of this report on the 24th May 1 720 a Consultation 
records : According to an order of Council of the 13 th ultimo^ 
Messrs, Brown^ Courtney, Midford^ and Phillipps deliver in their 
report of Captain Bates^ scheme for stopping the Great Breach. 
The President first acquaints the Board that he had brought 
Captain Bates to accept of a Es. 6000 gratuity, though in his pro- 
posals he had demanded Es. 10,000. After some debate it was agreed 
that, as it has been so often recommended to us by our Honourable 
Masters and will be of the greatest adv^antage to them when com- 
pleted, we set about the filling of the Breach as soon as the season 
will permit. Further for more frugal and effectual carrying on 
the work it is ordered that Messrs. Braddyll, Brown, and Phillipps 
be appointed to buy all the materials, pay the workmen, and inspect 
into and manage the whole affair.^ 


In connection with this Resolution the Surat Diary of the 2nd 
July 1720 records : The President and Council write in their letter 
of the 14th June that Messrs. Braddyll, Brown, and Phillipps being 
managers of the work of the Great Breach, we are to supply them 
what they write for. It is further added : Received a letter of the 
14th June from the gentlemen managers of the works of the 
Breaches, who indent for 1000 mans jdgri (raw sugar) and 300,000 
tiles to be sent them as soon as the monsoon is over and recommend 
the procuring ten large shibdrs of 400 to 600 hhandis.^ 

On the 13th August 1720, Mr. Braddyll represents to the Board 
that the office of Chief Justice and a close application to the 
accountants work employ him so fully that he has not time to give 
the due attention that is required as manager of stopping the Great 
Breach, and begs leave to be excused from that employment. The 
Board agree that his request be granted.^ 

At the same Consultation, 13th August 1720, the account sub- 
mitted by the managers for stopping the Great Breach of disburse- 
ments for the month of June, paid in July, showed that the total 
amounted to Es. 4542-0-25. The records show that during the 
' remaining months of the monsoon, sums varying from Rs. 1266 to 
Es. 1842 were spent on the Breach works.^ 

1726-27. El 1726, the Directors impress on the Board the necessity of 

carefully checking any damage after the work is complete. The 


> Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 76. Forrest’s Home Series, II. 13 - 14. 

2 Bom. Goy* Consultation 24t}i May 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 75. Forrest’s 
Horae Series, IL 12-13. 

® Surat Diary 2nd July 1720, Sumt Fact. Diary 611 of 1719-20. 

^ Public Diary 1 of 1720, 125. Forrest’s Home Series, II. 27-28. 

®The details arc i June Ks.4542, July Es. 1266, Aug. Es. 1508, Sept. Bs. 1842. 
Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 125, 128, 145, 150. 
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work on the Breach seems to have continued till in 1727 the Court 
of Directors ordered that all further outlay should ceased 

In 1728, an early monsoon having done damage to the Great Breach;, 
at a Consultation on the 14th June the Board observe : The severity 
of the weather, every high tide during the last sj^rings through 
the great violence of the sea beating against the work of the Great 
Breach, damaged the same by washing out some of the largest facing 
stones to such an extent that, if it had not been constantly attended 
to and kept in repair, it would ere this have made a breach right 
through the dam. This experience demonstrates the necessity of a 
good sloping for the security of that work. As, until such a slope is 
completed, the dam will be subject to damage every spring during 
the rainy season, some provision for its ready repair and for progress 
with the sloping seems absolutely necessary. At the same time our 
Honourable Masters^ orders, received by the Duhe of Cumberland, that 
all expense on the Vellard should cease raise the question how far we 
can undertake the necessary repairs. After consideration it is decided 
that, especially after the orders of 17207 to fail to repair and protect 
the dam with a slope would result in such serioug waste that any risk 
of censure must he run, It is therefore resolved that such an 
expense be continued as shall be thought necessary for the preservation 
of the dam until the work be secured.^ 

Six months later, 3rd January 1729, it is recorded : The President 
the Honourable Mr. W. Phipps acquaints the Board that, when the 
work of the Great Breach was in danger of receiving considerable damage 
at the setting in of the last rains, to encourage the Sangarian prisoners 
to he active for preserving the work, he did promise to give them 
their liberty. And as they are of more expense to the Company than 
the value of their work comes to, he recommends it to his successor 
the Honourable Mr. E. Cowan and the rest of the gentlemen of Council 
to release them when they shall think j>roper.^ 

At a Consultation of the 6th October 1738 the Board observe : In 
order to ascertain and improve the revenue arising to our Honourable 
Masters from the said recovered ground, and that the inhabitants may be 
encouraged to till more of it by settling the rent on some certain easy 
terms, it is ordered that the vereadores and matras (mhatar^s) do in the 
fair season survey and make report to us of the produce dimension and 
boundary of each piece of ground already occupied and by whom, that 
they may take leases at a reasonable rent for a certain number of years 
to be then renewed and the rent advanced aecoidiug as the produce 
of the ground shall be found to afford. And the term of the lease of 
sundry salt batty gronnds in the district of Mahim being expired, 
it is ordered that the vereadores and matras of the district do make 
the like survey and report of those grounds to the end above 
mentioned.^ 


1 Pub. Diary 3 of 1727-28, 132. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 14th June 17283, Bab* Diary S of 1727-28, 132. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 3rd Jan. 1729, Pub. Diary 3 of 1727-28* 281. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation etlx Oct. 1738, Pub. I>iary 11 of I737'38, 234- 235. 
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A Consultation of the 29th August 1740 records : After a fnll 
inquiry into the nature extent and the means of farming the part of 
the recovered breach lands yet unleased it is agreed that a publication 
be issued giving notice that we are willing to receive proposals for farm- 
ing the same out in parcels or the whole and that ail that have a mind 
to contract may give in their offers by a limited time to Mr. Thomas 
Marsh Chief at MahimA 

In the following year, the 15th May ]74dj the Board read the 
following reply from Mr. Thomas Marsh : Your Honour some time 
ago was pleased to recommend to me the receiving proposals from any 
of the inhabitants here that might he desirous of leasing the remainder 
of the recovered ground at the Malabar Breach. At the same time 
Government issued out a publication giving notice thereof. But 
during the term limited in the said publication not one appeared to 
make me any offers. I Have since used ray utmost endeavours to induce 
the Kunbis of the several villages round us to undertake the whole or 
some part of the same^ but with very little effect. To this day I have 
been able to prevail on them to engage for a very small parcel only at the 
rate the former was let at, tliey making indeed very reasonable objections. 
For your Honour^s better understanding I shall here give a state of 
the whole. 


Since your order to me 1440 square yards have been let to the 
Kunbis at four res each, that is Rs. 14-1-60 a year. 7880 square 
yards computed to be yet under water and some part very deep, if 
drained and let at the above rate would amount to Es. 78-'3-20. But 
then the making two more flood gates in the vakde at Warli, which 
is the only method to carry off the said water, will probably cost the 
Honourable Company more money than this land will yield in a great 
number of years. Your Honour will therefore judge after getting it 
computed whether it may be worth while to be at the expense. I 
cannot say what it may amount to as I am no judge of such calcula- 
tions. 5960 square yards is so very bad and full of ehunam stone 
as not to be rendered fit for cultivation without a great expense to ' 
undertakers ; so that I apprehend nobody will undertake it at any 
rate. Notwithstanding the above objections I shall not be wanting in 
my further endeavours for letting what part is possible." 

On this report, at a Consultation of the 15tli May 1741, the Board 
oi*der Mr. Marsh to cause an estimate to be made of the charge of 
constructing two new flood gates at Warli, and to lay the estimate 
before the Board for their final determination.^ 

At a Consultation on the 10th of July 1741 the Board observe : Mr. 
Thomas Marsh, who, in our Consultation of the 15th May, was appointed 
to procure the best information of the expense incident to the opening 
two more passages with proper flood gates at Warli sluice, represents 
the impossibility of procuring competent judges at Mdhim to. form 


5 Pub. Diary 13 of 1739-40/325. 2 ^iary 14 of 174041, 200. 

® Bom. Gov, Consultation 15th May 1741, Fub. Diary Hof 174041, 190* 
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siicli a ealeulation witli aii}^ tolerable exactness. Ordered that so soon 
cis the season will permit our Engineer assisted by Ramji and Gambaji 
Purvoes do proceed to inspect the place and make an estimate of the 
sum required for that work.^ 

(3ii the management of this reclaimed land a Consultation of the 1 Sih 
June 1742 has the following: The amount outstanding* to the 3 1 si 
July 1741 was Rs. £ 32-1-90 among which list several persons appear 
poor and insolvent. In the rains the wmter from the high ground 
whieli formerly passed through the work at the Breach occasions a great 
quantity of naiter to lie \vitliiii winch overflows the adjacent lo^y iaiici 
and renders it impracticable to tillage. Nor can tliis be otherwise 
remedied than by deepening and widening the channel loading to the 
•sluice at \Farli. This being* of a considerable extent -will cost a large 
sum, though, unless the Warli sluice is improved, the work of the 
Breafdi must in time be injured and the ground contiguous be irre- 
coverably lost ; for through the saltness entering the land notlung will 
grow. Besides the prementioned batty grounds out of: Malabar Breach 
in charge of Francisco DbPenha there are others with Augustine 
D'M'fello and wliich did to the 31st July 1741 make a balance to be due 
of Rs. 52-1-3-16 the obtaining whereof must be attended to and the 
riceonnt drawn out to the 3ist July 1742 in the manner done last year." 

Of the returns and management of the Customs Revenue the records 
between 1717 and 1741 contain the following details. On the 21st 
» February 1717 the Court write to Bombay : We find in your Consulta- 
tion of the 16th February (1715) that among other regulations settled 
ior the custom master in collecting the customs, one is that goods 
traversed in the road or exported again for want of heiiig sold at 
Bombay in three mrniths, sliall pay but half customs ; that good.s in 
quantity do not pay custom till all or part are sold ; but if tliey are not 
sold in three months, then they are to be valued by two persons one on 
behalf of the owners, the other on ours. An entiy of the 27th Decem- 
ber following, where you speak mf the Madras supercargoes and their 
sliips^ goods being undervalued from twenty-five to forty per cent, 
suggests that this valuation does not represent the full worth of the 
goods. We should be glad to find we do not rightly iniderstaiKl this 
fact, and must recommend to you to take effectual care that all goods 
on which a valuation is set’ are computed at near tlieir true worth. 
And the rather because you know we condescended to lower the sea 
mxstoms from five to three per cent for the greater encouragement of 
trade. If goods are underrated, we suffer yet worse, which will be a more 
disingenuous return than we could have supposed possible till we saw 
that entry. As to the other part of it, if we understand it rightly, for 
it is but oddly expressed, relating to the said supercargoes elaimingan 
exemption from customs at Bombay by virtue of certificates that they 
have paid at Madras, we say we consider such trade to Bombay to be 
of the same nature with the trade to Sumtq and as the supercargoes 
tliink it their interest, they choose either market. Still as the ports are 


^ Bom. (*ov. Conaultatkm lOtk July 1741 , Pub. Diary 14 of 1740'-4b -47* 
* Pub. Diary 15 of 1741 - 1742, 20S .204, 
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SO neat it is with, a view to Surat they come to your side ; though perhaps 
sometimes the tempestuous weather may force them into or keep them 
at Bombay. And as in our overland letter beforementioned we told 
you that if the Moghal had granted us to be custom free on paying 
Rs. lOjOOO yearly peshcash^ we would lay a duty of two per cent 
consalage on all goods imported into Surat by his Majesty^s British 
subjects under our protection ; and as that would prove a benefit to the 
said subjects, being less than what otherwise they must have paid, 
there can be no repining. As we have tliis season advised the Coast and 
Bay of it we now say that Madras and all other ships under our 
protection trading to Bombay^ shall pay us the said consulage of two 
per eentd 

In the same letter the Court continue : In your Consultation of the 
80th July (1715) we find an order that all the Company's servants have 
liberty to import their liquors, wearing apparel, and necessaries for 
the immediate use of themselves and families custom free. This we do 
not approve and you should not have consented to it, considering that 
we have lowered the customs from five to three per cent. The rale of 
customs must be alike to all, and for that reason we did Hot think fit 
to allow Governor Pitt, when President of Port St. George, his own 
liquor from England custom free, for the precedents sake, though he 
paid five per cent there. Only in lieu we did allow him now and 
then a little surplus in tonnage outwards. He wrote us word that he 
paid there for all his liquor, because he would not set an ill example,* 
and the same for other necessaries. Wherefore break this ill custom, 
and do not let it be in part or in whole revived.- 

Regarding customs duties a Consultation of the 26th Februaiy 1720 
records : Whereas the debate on the Order of Council made the 6th 
February 1718, that all goods belonging to persons living under the 
protection of the Company which have paid the duties of this island 
should be exported custom free to Surat or to any other port where the 
Right Honourable Company should enjoy that privilege, was on the 
16th December last through multiplicity of business deferred for further 
consideration, the same was now resumed, and, on consideration that 
executing that order may be of very great advantage to our Honour- 
able’ Masters by the encouiugement it will give to trade and the 
consequent increase of revenues, the Board resolved that the said order 
be executed accordingly, and that no goods imported by such persons as 
aforesaid and paying the full duties of the island, shall pay any further 
custom to the Right Honourable Company either at Surat or at any 
port belonging to the great Moghal on this side India from the 1st of 
January last.® 

The same Consultation, 26th February 1720, continues : The Right 
Honourable Company having directed in the 8th paragraph of their 


^ Court to Bombay 2ist Feb. 1717 para 69. Comp, of Standing Ord, ToL 1 of 1715* 
1721,150*151. 

Court to Bombay 21st f eb. 1717 para. 76. Comp, of Standing Ord. Yol, 1 of 1713 - 
1721, 152. ’ 

® Bom. Gov. Consultation 26tb Feb. 1720, Pub, Diary 1 of 1720, 18. 
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letter to us dated SOtli October 1717 that we should receive for them no 
more than a duty of two per cent in Surat and other Moghal ports 
where they are Onstom free; and they having enjoyed that privilege for 
some time^ it is resolved that the customs of Surat and other ports be 
collected according to the Right Honourable Oompanyh directions 
from the 1st January last. For the further encouragement of the 
trade of this port ordered that whatever goods shall be exported from 
Surat and the other ports abovesaid and paying the said duty of two 
per cent, shall; on their being imported here, after the term the customs 
are now farmed to Rama Kamati expires, have the said duty reckoned 
in part of the duties of tliis portd 

At a Consultation, the 25th July 1720, the Board observe: As the 
additional duty of two per cent towards carrying on the war against 
Kanhoji Angria ceases the 31st instant the Honourable President moves 
the Board to consider whether or no we shall continue it another year. 
After some debate the same was referred to our next meeting. Ihe 
30th July 1720 the consideration of the same subject, was resumed. 
Tlie Diary of that date records : The debate whether the two per cent 
additional duty towards carrying on the war against Kanhoji Angria 
and for finishing and repairing the Church shall be continued or not, 
was this day resumed. After some time spent in arguments pro and 
con, in consideration that, after the full customs have been paid here, 
if the goods are sent to Surat or Cambay, they must pay a consulage 
of two per cent more, so that in boats in which chiefly consists the- 
trade of this place the whole will am.ouiit to nine per cent namely : 


Customs .... ... 

Additional War Duty ... 

Contribution to the Town Wall and Church 
Custom at S-urat or Cambay ... 


3 pt-r cent., 
per cent., 
2 per cent. 
2 per cent,. 


Total 


.. 9 per cent. 


And at the earnest desire and representation of the principal inhabitants,, 
and from our own experience that the customs did amount to near* 
as much when at three per cent as since at five, it is resolved that, 
for the further encouragement of the trade of this port, the duty of l| 
per cent towards carrying on the war against Kdnhoji Angria bo 
taken off and only the half per cent for repaiilng the Cliiirch be con- 
tinued, which will be a great means to induce merchants to try this 
market first. Ordered that the Secretary draw out a proclamation 
accordingly. On the 1st August 1720 the proclamation was published 
by beat ^ of drum as usual.^ 

At the close of the year 17&0 to meet additional expenditure a fresh 
duty was ordered to be levied. A Consultation of the 16th December 
records : The President proposes to the Board, in consequence of the 
great expense our Honourable Masters are at in fitting out fleets to go* 
in search of the pirates and other piekeimns on this coast, and that 


> Bom. Gor. Consultation 26th Feb. 1720, Pub, Diary 1 of 1720> 19. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultations 25th and 30th July aud 1st August 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 
1720,118,123,124. v, ■ 
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tliey iJidreb}’- }iruieei the trade of India Persia and xirabia^ that an 
additional duty of two per cent for the term of six months be levied 
at Bombay, Persia^ Surat, and Mokha towards defraying* the said charge. 
And as the Honourable the President will pay a greater proportion of 
this duty than any one person in India, we think it sufficient motive 
to prevent any of the traders from shewing the least uneasiness on 
this aceoiiiit. ^ Resolved therefore that we order the Chiefs of our sub- 
ordinate settlements to collect it and that a proclamation be made 
here accordingly 4 

At the same Consultation, 16th December 1720, the following instruc"* 
lions were issued to Owen Phillip Esq. of Council, Commissary a,nd 
Agent of Persia : The Right Honourable Company being at a very 
great expense to protect from Kdnhoji Aiigria and other pickenms 
on this coast the commerce of all subjects of England who trade to 
these parts by their license, we have thought fit to lay on all such 
shipping as should import here or at Surat a tax of one rupee a tun 
to alleviate that heavy charge as it is absolutely necessary a warlike 
force should always be kept up for that purpose. We now direct for 
the time to come the same duty be collected on every English ship 
trading to Gombroon. If the supracargoes or masters refuse to 
comply tliorewith, let the duty be stopped out of what money of theirs 
comes into your hand." 


Cnstoma ^Snd March 1722 the Chtirt write : In answer to 

1722. jMiragraph 23 of the lllh May we say that for the encouragement of 

trade at Bombay we are content that such goods as are bi'DUght thither 
hut designed for the Surat market, and which do pay custom at 
Bombay, shall be excused the two per cent payable at Surat so as tliey 
be sent up thither in twelve months. And to prevent the abuse of our 
indulgence, do yon give prox>er certificates of the sorts and quantities 
of every parcel that lias so paid custom, to be produced to our people 
at Surat, and entei' the report of each in Consultation at the time of 
making for our and your notice. If you find any making a wrong 
use of this liberty fine them double the value.^ 

As regards the appropriation to building a hospital of the half per cent 
tax originally levied on trade for building a Church, a Consultation 
of the 18th January 1734 records: The expense of enlarging and 
repairing the Imspital being cleared on the books ol: this Presidency 
ending the 31st July 1738 by the half per cent contribution towards 
building a new eustom-house, which was originally kid on the trade 
for defraying the expense of building and repairing of the Church anti 
other incident charges ; and there appearing a credit of Rs. 2675-3-86 
under that head, it is directed that the same be paid to the present 
churchwardens the better to enable them to defray the annual expense 
of the Church, and that the said lialf per cent be appropriated for 
one year for making sneh further additions to the Church as are 


J Bom. (?ov. Consultation 16th Dec. 1720, Tub. Diarv 1 of 1720, 172. 

Vnh, Diary I6tli Dec. 1720 YoL 1 of 1720, 178 * 179. 

Court to Bombay *22ud Mar. 1722 para 824 Comp^ ol* Standing Ord* Vol. 1 of 1715 « 
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necessary On the Itli October 1784 it is further recorcled: The 
eliurcliwardeiis requesting that the half per cent, duty, for .the last: year 
being Es. SS98-0-6(j may be j)aid to tibem pausuaut to a resolution 
of Uouneil of the ISth January last^ the same being received into the 
treasury, it ,is-ag.reed that we comply with their request and the 
President is desired to discharge it accordingly. And as sxindry neces- 
sary repairs have lately been given to Parel house;, it is likewise agreed 
that the amount of said duty for the next year be applied for 
.. clearing of the same. ^ 

With the object of securing a regular account of the Bombay 
customs the Court in their letter of the 2nd Augmst 1739 unite: 
Our President and Couneil of Port St. George send us annually a 
regular book of customs for all goods and grain imported at that 
place inserting therein the importer’s name, the particular parcels 
of goods, and by what ship, together with the value of each species, and 
the customs on every entry made. We direct that the like accounts 
for the whole year ending the last of November be sent us annually from 
your place, drawn out in a careful and accurate manner, attested by 
the custom master.'^ 

A Consultation of the 30th January 1741 records: In the Bombay 
custom master’s aeeount it is noticed that a shroff more than 
formerly is charged at Rs. 6 the month. As the custom-master assures 
the Board the shroff is absolutely necessary to examine the money 
received, it is agreed to continue the extra shroff at that allow* 
ance.^ 

Regarding the imposition of a customs import duty on grain a 
Consultation of the 2nd January 1742 records : Understanding tliat 
according to a former indulgence the English merchants are exempted 
from paying duties upon whatever gTain they import which we conceive 
must have proceeded from a scarcity that now there is not, it is directed 
that from this day a duty of 24 per cent be collected on all sorts of grain 
imported by the English from any of the neighbouring rivers as the 
risk from those places Mther is very small. But in consideration of 
the risk attending the transportation of tliis commodit^^ from more 
distant parts the same privilege be still continued.'^ 

On the 8th March 1742 Mr. Geekie writes to Government : Accord- 
ing to the standing orders the duties on all goods imported are 
to be paid in two months’ time and on all goods exported in one 
month. Hitherto the principal merchants have been indulged with a 
forbearance till the 31st of July when they make up their accounts 
for the whole year, and it is generally the middle of Octol)er (some- 
times later) before the whole is collected which amounts on an average of 
the last seven years’ accounts for the month of July to Rs, 58,094“3"6 h 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation IBth Jaii. 1734, Pub. Diary 7 of 1734, 12, 

- Bom. Gov. Consultation 4th Oct. 1734, Pub. Diary t of 1734, 180-181. 

Court to Bombay 2nd Aug. 1739* para 38,. Comp* of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715- 
159. Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-415 m. ' , 

^Bom. Gov. Consultation 2nd Jan. 1742, Ihib. BiarylSof 1741*4^ 3. 
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The great scarcity and demand for money in the shipping time has 
been the reason of their being indulged with this long credit, and they 
allege that it would put them to the greatest streights both in their 
trade and credit, should they be obliged to pay their customs every 
two months or before the arrival of the freight money from Mokha. 
The truth of this I believe everybody that trades is acquainted with 
and that this indulgence can be no detriment to the Company provided 
no bad debts are thereby incurred. On which account I desire 
the Board will direct what merchants the custom-master may in 
future have leave to credit for the whole year out of those who have 
hitherto enjoyed that indulgence.^ On the 23rd March the Board 
considered so long a trust as one year to many merchants for the 
amount of their customs to be attended with hazard, and referred the 
matter to the Court. In the meantime the Board allowed the 
common method in practice to go on except in the ease of Nagar Lalji 
and Lakhmichand Govind who were ordered to pay ready money. ^ 

At a Consultation of the 16th March 1744 the Board read the 
following petition from certain Moormen^ inhabitants of Bombay, to the 
Bombay Government ; At the time a clearance was made round the 
Town Wall your petitioners were ordered to rebuild their houses and 
warehouses by the seven Brab Trees near unto the Hill of Mazgaon. 
This being so much further from the town than their former habitation 
the late Governor Law indulged them to bring their boats laden with 
batty and wood to that place where a chaiihi and some sepoys, were 
appointed to take an account of what they imported reporting the same 
to the Custom House. This was intended to save your petitioners 
an extraordinary expense of carriage hire ; but as tlie same indulgence 
is now discontinued, your petitioners are greatly prejudiced as well by 
loss of time as by the great expense incurred in carriage. Your j>etitioners. 
beg leave further to represent that in the time of Governor Aislabie 
(1708“1 716) they paid a ground rent of only two to six laris each house, 
but after building the Town Wall, they were ordered to pay a certain 
rent for each yard which they submitted to, as their habitations were so 
near the wall, esteeming this a protection. Seeing they are now 
removed to so great a distance, they hope for some abatement in the 
said rent. After considering this petition the Board resolve that, as 
such a permission may give great opportunities for fraud, the same is 
rejected. They add: Nor do we see any good reasons for complying 
with the other part of the petition for an abatement of the ground rent 
the petitioners now pay. The present ground rent must therefore be 
continued.^ 

A Consultation of the 28th August 1744 records : There being no 
public orders affixed for collecting the customs since July 1740, it is 


* The names of the merchants in enjoyment of the concession are : Shivjs 
Dharamset, Keshavrto VithaldAs, Kdmd^s Riipji, Kharsedji Hirji Modi, lij^randfts 
Santok, Rupji Bhanji,^ Arabaid4s Takid4s, M4nekji Navroji, Banna Limji, Ramset 
Oamb^set, Ndgar LAiji, Dhanji Gop41, Qang^d^s Rupji, Frdmji Baman Jiva, Lakh- 
manset Lakhmichand. FuR Diary 15 of 1741-42, 143 - 144. 

2 Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 165, ^Pub. Diary 17 of 1744, 96, 12^ 
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tbouglit proper to renew them at present as the order for payment of 
one per cent to the Town Ditch has not hitherto been specified and 
as some alterations in the imports are become necessary. A new set 
of orders is therefore drawn up and read examined and approved. 
The details of the new set of orders are : 

Duties to be coEected by the Bombay Custom Master on importation by 
Eui-opeans. A1 sorts of merchandise except those undermentioned shall pay 
four and a half per cent, namely i 

Bombay Customs ... *.* ... 8 percent. 

The Town Ditch ... ... ... 1 per cent. 

The New Custom House ... ^ ... 4 P^r cent. 

For any goods afterwards exported to Surat or Cambay the Custom Master 
shall grant certificates. All goods imported from Surat or Cambay having 
made good the customs of two per cent there shall pay two and a half per 
cent in Bombay. India tobacco imported by the Tobacco Farmers or others to 
pay nine per cent ; horses seven per cent ; timber one per cent ; grain if imported 
from the rivers to pay three, if from the north only one per cent ; plate and 
Jewels custom free ; soap to pay 10 per cent. Goods in general transpoited 
from ship to ship shall pay four and a half per cent ; and if designed to be 
carried to Surat or Cambay, a certificate to be given of their having paid the 
Bombay duties by the Custom Masteri If through any accident there should 
be a necessity of landing goods which were not designed for this market, 
application must be made to the President and Council who wiE give the 
proper orders with respect to the duties, Necessaries from Europe for the 
Company’s servants to pay four and a hah per cent on the prime cost, if sold 
to be valued at the rate they produce* Additional duty on pepper from the 
Coast three rupees per khandi. AU goods weighed and measured at the Cdstoni 
House to pay an additional quarter per cent* Cotton imported from Jam- 
busar to pay four and a half per cent. If from Surat and declared to be for 
exportation no duty ; if sold here two and a half per cent. Duty to be paid 
by Europeans on exportation of grain of all sorts five per cent ; boats sold to 
foreigners six per cent ; salt twenty per cent ; cocoaniits nine per cent, to be 
valued at the rate the Company’s sell for, kopra or cocoa-kernels ; coir, dry fish or 
I'uta, cajans, onions, countiy arrack, and iron 'wrought on Bombay to pay nine 
per cent ; country rediead two and a li^df per cent ; rediead prej^ared on Bombay 
two and a half percent; cloth made on Bombay two and a half per cent; 
every boat of fish called hmk&haw half a rupee ; timber five per cent ; grain 
in general exported from any of the rivers and not landed at Bombay but 
carried out in the same vessel to pay five per cent* Ail goods except grain 
exported from the Revani Panvel and Kalyan rivers not landed at Bombay but 
carried out in the same vessel to pay three and a half per cent ; all goods 
exported from Bandra to pay whole duties in Bombay. Salt exported from 
Karanja one rupee the ms or heap and from Trombay two rupees the 
heap* 

Duties to be paid at Bombay Custom House by black merchants on importa- 
tion : All goods imported in three- mast vessels except the undermentioned to 
pay four and a half per cent ; Bombay customs 3 per cent ; the Town 
Ditch 1 per cent ; the new Custom House ^ per cent* All goods in small 
vessels to pay, over and above the foregoing four and a half per cent ; two per 
cent to the Town Wall. If afterwards expoirted to Surat or Cambay, certi- 
ficates to be given by the Custom Master. AE goods import, ed from Surat 
that have paid the duties there to pay here four and a half per cent* These 
goods are : Tobacco, opium, country iron from Cutch, soap, horses, grain in 
general, huta and fish. 

Goods transported from ship to ship to pay the full duties* If designed to 
be carried to Surat or Cambay, the Custom, Master to give a certificate of their 
having paid the duties. If through any accident the necessity arises of landing 
goods, which were not designed for this market, application must be made to 
the President and Council who will give proper ordto with respect to the duties. 
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Jewels and plate custom fx'ee. Inland mex^cliants called Yanjdius if tlieix* 
g<xods are sold here to pay five aiid a half per cent ; onions from Baiidra two 
per cent ; additional duty on pepper from the coast three rupees a kliandh 
All goods weighed and measured at the Custom House to pay a quarter per 
cent. Cotton imported from Jambus^ir to pay four and a half i)er cent ; if from 
Sui’at and declared for exportation no duty ; if sold here to pay t-wo and a 
half per cent j timber three per cent^ 

Duty to be paid at Bombay Custom House by black merchants on exporta- 
tion : Grain of all sorts and timber five per cent ; the inland merchants called 
Vanjdras to pay no customs if the goods they buy are exported in eight days. 
Boats sold to foreign merchants to pay six per cent ; salt twenty per cent ; 
cocoanuts nine per cent on the Company’s sale rate ; kopm or cocoa- kernel, 
coir, dry fish kiitaj cajiins, countiy arrack, and iron Wrought in Bombay to 
pay nine per cent ; country redlead two and a half per cent ; redlead prepared 
in Bombay two and a half per cent ; every boat of fish called hmlcslum iialf a 
inxpee ; grain in general exported out of any of the rivers and not landed at 
Bombay but carried out in the same vessel to pay eight per cent, namely 
five per cent custom, one per cent to the Town Ditch, and t%vo per cent to 
the Town Wall. 

All goods, except grain exported out of Revani Panvel and Kalyan rivers, 
not landing at Bombay but carried out in the same vessel to pay five and a 
half per cent. All goods exported from Bdndra to pay whole duties. Cloth 
made on Bombay to pay two and a half per cent. Salt exported from Karaiija 
one rupee the rds or heap and from Trombay two rupees the rds^ Ail goods 
carried in Bombay boats from foreign ports to Bassein Ohaui or any of the 
adjacent places to pay six and a half per cent* 

The following retail duties on liquors are cla>ssecl under customs j 

15 rupees the hogshead on Goa aiTack* 

1 rupee the dozen on all wiiiesv 
5 rupees the chest on Persian wine. 

5 rupees the case on Europe Di*ams. 
i rui>ee a dozen on brandy and beer. 

The following reasons for tke changes are appended. The second 
article in the former orders for charging half customs on goods sent to 
Surat or Cambay is omitted, as producing a certificate from the 
Custom blaster will show that the merchant has paid the full customs 
here and consequently will not be charged with the duty of two per 
cent either at Surat or Cambay. One per cent for the ditch is 
charged on all goods except tobacco. Tobacco is excused paying until 
the expiration of the present lease. If it is then thought proper, the said 
duty for the ditch may be added as on other goods. Within the last 
four years two per cent has been ordered to be collected on grain from 
the rivers as thei^e was reason to suspect that some of our own people 
fathered grain belonging to foreign merchants. The duty on goods 
transported from ship to ship affects Europeans but little. Yet it is 
made a very bad use of by the black merchants who often pretend 
that their goods are to be transported from one vessel to another for 
a foreign market, notwithstanding a fair sale has been made and the 
property actually transferred* Besides as many goods are now sent 
in this manner to Gogha, Jambusar, and other ports where the Honour- 
able Company receives no duties^ there is a considerable loss which would 
not be the case if as formerly Surat and Cambay were the chief 
markets. The last article in the former orders for exporting goods 
custom-free, if designed for a foreign market, and if exported within 
three months'' time, is of a late date. If strictly observed, the customs 
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on Bombay would be very trilling, as mucli the groatest part of the 
goods imported is again sent off the island generally within three 
months o£ importation. Indeed, i£ goods which were not designed for 
this market are landed through an accident, the President and Conneii 
will permit their export custom-free as was at all times practised. As 
the Bengal gentlemen have ordered cotton for some years past from 
Surat to be lodged for them at this place, where ships can call for it 
in the wet monsoon which they cannot safely do at Surat, their 
paying an additional duty here would not only be a discouragement 
to trade having before j>aid the usual duties at Surat, but it would 
prevent their touching here at that time of the year. This would 
certainly be a prejudice to the customs, as they always bring some 
goods to dispose ofd 

The records between 1720 and 1744 contain many references to the 
management and farming of eoeoanut trees which at that time yielded 
the most important item of land revenue. 

A Consultation of the 30th September 1720 records: This day being 
appointed for renting the Right Honoxirable Company's eoeoanut trees 
of Bombay and Mdhim, all the merchants and prineij)al inhabitants 
being present, the same were put up at 2^ larees {9| as.) a year for nine 
years. No one advancing thereon and Mr. Midford offering to take 
them at that price, the Board resolved that they be farmed to him 
and the Secretary is hereby ordered to draw out articles accordingly.^ 

A Consultation of the 10th July 1724 records : Bala Krishna Kamati 
the overseer of the Honourable Company's oarts, brings in liis accounts 
of the yearns produce ending the 23rd March last (1724). They are 
laid before the Board amounting to Rs. 12,376-3-23; also his account 
charges for repairing of the wells wheels and walls, amounting to 
Rs. 5659-2-82 ; and the balance being Rs. 6717-0-41, is paid into 
the treasury. From all this the Board observes there is an increase 
in the produce of cocoanuts of near 25 per cent on the preceding year, 
namely the produce from 24tli March 1723 to 23rd March 1724 
is 409,499, while the preceding year’s produce, that is from 
24th March 1722 to 23rd March 1723, was 328,300, that is an 
increase of 81,199 cocoanuts. His account charges are likewise 
observed to increase by a large number of new wheels, a greater 
quantity of /cuta or fish manure being used, and by putting the oarts 
in repair which through long neglect have gone greatly to ruin. The 
overseer being called in is further interrogated. He alleges that a 
greater part of the estate has been manured this season which required 
more kuta than usual, sufficient not being to be procured during the 
former year for that purpose; wherefore more than half the estate 
remained unmanured. He likewise lays before ns a list of . * . new 
wheels necessary to he made the ensuing season * This increases the 
charges Rs. 1000 to Rs. 1500 more than in the present year, hut that the 
charges will then considerably decrease. It appears likewise fj’om his 
list of the improvement of young trees made in Bombay and Mdliim the 


^ PnK Diary 17 of 1744, 266 -263, ‘ ‘ ■ 

- Bom. Oov. Consultation 20th Sept. 1720, Diary 1 of 1720, 140. 

B 1000—42 


Ciiapt^VIIt 

Eevenne and 
Finance. 

Customs Duties, 
1744. 


Cocoannt Trees 
Farmed, 
1720 , 


Oarts Beveniie, 
1724. 


Chapt^flll. 

R^vOEiie and 
Finance. 

Carts Revenue, 
1724. 


[Historical 

330 BOMBAY TOWN 

two last seasons^ that 2585 are transplanted into their proper places and 
may be expected to bear fruit in fonr or five years ; that 6072 of the 
first transplanting made the last rains called eoncharrahs would have 
been ready for their second transplanting into their proper places in 
March next, but through the great drought which happened last season, 
they are put twelve months backwards ; that 19,800 seeds grown into 
eoiiehmrahs are ready for transplanting which by the plenty of rain 
fallen this season are expected to be fit for their last transplanting in 
March next.^ 

On the question whether the Company's oarts should be farmed or 
kept in their own hands a Consultation of the 4th September 1724 
records : The overseer of the Right Honourable Company's oarts 
pursuant to our directions lays before us the state and condition of their 
oarts, in order that we may come to a resolution either to reserve them 
in the Honourable Company's hands or to let them out in whole or in 
part as shall be found most conducive to their interest. Bala Krishna 
Kamati the overseer, Dalba Bhandari, and sundry of the vereadores and 
mhataras of Bombay and Mahim, appearing according to summons, are 
examined thereon. Though we find them differ in opinion, we judge 
from their reasoning that it will be most for the Honourable Company's 
interest to let the oarts to farm. The rendeiros or farmers nevertheless 
should be under the inspection of the Honourable Company's overseer to 
secure that they take care of the trees and of the several young plants 
conformable to the custom of the town. Whereas many of the oarts 
have a large number of empty spaces now preparing to be planted 
it is agreed that such oarts be proportioned and lotted into several 
parcels, a good and a bad oart together, and be set up at public sale 
on the 29th instant. Directed that public notice be given accordingly.® 

The next day^s Diary records : Gave public notice that the Honourable 
Company's oarts would be put to sale the 29th instant pursuant to 
yesterda3''’s resolution.^ 

Accordingly on the 29th September 1724 the oarts were set up to 
farm. The proceedings are thus recorded in the Diary of that date : 
This meeting being appointed to set to farm the Eight Honourable 
Company^ s oarts in Bombay and Mahim and the vereadores pursuant 
to our directions having divided them into 80 lots for the better 
and readier putting them to auction as appears by the list thereof 
now before us, wdierein the Board observes the Bombay trees are 
separated from those in M^him for the convenience of the inhabitants 
of either place. In Bombay and M^him the number of trees good 
indifferent and espigadas or spike-bearers that is the first year of 
blossoming, are at present 22,315, namely : 

District. Good. Indifferent. Espigadas. Total, 

Bombay ... 8267 2093 450 7810 

Ma;bim ... 9948 3410 1147 14,505 

Total ... 22,315 


* Bom. Gov. Consultation lOth July 1724, Pub. Diary 2 of 1724, 88. 
s Bom. Gov. Consultation 4th Sept. 1724, Pub. Diary 2 of 1724, 112, 
» Pub. Diary 6th Sept. 1724 Vol. 2 of 1724, 113. 
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Besides these 1955 are near blossoming, 1135 have the trank Just 
appearing above ground, 32 1 6 are newly transplanted, 428 are ready 
to transplant, and 19,605 are small plants. The gardens also contain 
16,750 vacancies, 68 brabs, 251 betelnnt trees, 937 mango trees, 188 
Jacks, and 197 lime trees. There are likewise 298 wheels for drawing 
o£ ’water in good repair, 128 more wanting, and 75 wells to be repaired. 
This being the present state o£ the Honourable Company’s oarts, the 
President observes to the Board that the cocoanut trees ^ at Bombay 
have always been preferred to those at Mahim, besides which they are 
now in their prime, most of them having been planted since the Sidi 
war (1690), whereas those at Mahim are in general old and almost 
gone to decay. That the Honourable Company's estate there will not be 
valuable in proportion to the Bombay estate for six or seven years to come 
when the young plants will he in perfection. Prom this he concludes 
it will not be proper to let the Mdhim trees to farm separate from the 
Bombay. He therefore proposes as the course most conducive to our 
Honourable Masters^ interest that foi; their first seven years all the 
oarts in Bombay and Mdhim be let out together to some substantial 
persons in partnership if there are any who are willing to farm them 
in that manner and will give what wre may think reasonable. To this 
the Board unanimously agrees, and the Portuguese Secretary is sent 
to give notice to the people attending without that we had found 
reason to alter our resolution for putting the oarts up in parcels, and 
that we were now resolved to let them to such a Junto, as would agree 
to take the whole on the terms we should think reasonable and that we 
expect their answer in half an hour. Ambaidas appearing in behalf of 
Pasqual Bareito and Pandu Sinay and agreeing to the price the 
President had fixed of three larees a tree for the Mdhim and five 
larees for the Bombay oarts it is unanimously resolved that the Right 
Honourable Company's oarts in Bombay and Mcihim be let to them 
accordingly, and that we consider of further necessary articles and 
conditions for the farmers against our next meeting,’^ 

Accordingly the Honourable Company's oarts at Bombay and Mahim 
were let out on the following conditions to Pasqual Bareito Pazandar, 
and Pandu Sinay Mugaro both considerable landed men on this island, 
Ambaidas Takidas being broker : 

1. Tliafc they shall accept of the same according to the present rent-roll o£ 
good, indifferent, and espigadas, namely Bombay 7855, Mihim 14,698, in all 
22,553 cocoanut trees to allow five larees a year for each tree at Bombay and 
three larees for each tree at Md/him, to grant them a lease for the same for seven- 
years beginning from the 1st day of October 1724 and ending the SOtIr 
September 1731 jthe Honourable Company to have the benefit of this separate 
gathering as they (the farmers) are to have of the gathering at the expira- 
tion of the lease. 

2. But though the said farmers accept of the espigadas in the present rent- 
roll at the instigation of the President and Council, this is contrary to custom 
which never brings espigadas on the rent-roll till the third year after blossom - 
ingv Tt is therefore agreed that espigadas shall not be brought on the rent-roll 
but according to custom three years after blossoming. 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 29th Sept. 1724, Fub. Diary 2 of 1724, 122*123. 
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3. Ail plants that are or shall be planted in those oarts until they are 
entered on the rent-roll are to be manured with fish at the charge of the 
Honourabie Company, bxit the farmers to give them as much water as the 
overseer shall require. For such trees as are entered on the roll the fanners 
are to be at the whole charge of manuring with hnta^ putting to each tree 
a sufficient quantity and to take care the same be mixed with earth and buried 
according to the proclamation to prevent iiny offensive smell; otherwise to be 
liable to the penalty. 

4. The President and Council, on behalf of the Honourable Company, agree 
to be at the charge of putting into good order the wells wheels and waterways 
necessary for and appertaining to the several oarts on the farmers’ entering 
thereon, which they on their part agree to keep and deliver in good order at 
the expiration of this lease, 

5. It is likewise agreed that such enclosures as are necessary for the young 
plants and such as are transplanted shall be made good at the chai’ge of the 
Honourable Company, which enclosures the farmers agi-ee to keep in repair 
during the term of their lease, and in case any damage happens by neglect 
thereof they agree to make ample satisfaction. 

B. The said farmers are to admit of such a number of trees as are customary 
to be rented to the farmers of the arrack of which the overseer is to keep a list. 

7* The farmers are at all times to admit the Honourable Company’s 
overseer to view and inspect the oarts as wrell that they may be duly managed 
as to lake cognisance of those trees to be entered on the roll, one list of which 
to be delivered yearly into Council, 

8. Ill case, through storms or other accidents not ownng to the neglect of 
the farmers, any trees shall be destroyed or totally decayed during the term 
of this lease, the farmers shall not be charged with such in their rent, they 
giving from time to time notice to the overseer when such damage happens, 

9. The said farmers are to be served with kuta from the several cooleries 
on the island in the same manner the Honourable Company’s were supplied 
before letting the oarts to farm ; and in case sufficient is not to be had on 
the island, so much more as they import for the service of the said oarts shall 
be custom free. 

10. In consideration of the price they have farmed the trees at and including 
those which are at present espigadas, the President and Council agree that 
the farmers shall have the benetit of all the bnib betelnut and other fruit 
trees ; this concession is not to become a precedent in future. 

11 . The rent the said farmers are to pay after the rate of reckoning 5| larees 
to the rupee to be made either in gold or silver, and paid every four months to 
the collector of the revenues, the President and Council, however, agreeing to 
indulge the said farmers as has been customary being two payments in arrear 
to be made good at the expiration of their lease. 

12. The collector of the revenues and overseer of the oarts are to be aiding 
and assisting to the farmers for recovering of their debts on account of any 
contracts made relating to renting out their oarts or selling their cocoaniits. 

18. Larcenies from the oarts shall be severely punished when the offender 
is found. 

14. If the farmers shall suspect where any stolen cocoanuts are lodged, on 
their making application they shall be permitted a guard to search such places. 

15. Ail shopkeepers or any others that shall be convicted to have bought 
or received stolen cocoanuts, or all in whose houses shops or habitations stolen 
cocoanuts are found shall be subjected to such corporal punishment as the 
Government shah think fit to inflict on them, besides a penalty ; they shall 
pay for every such offence Rs, 500 to be distributed : Bs. 100 to the informer, 
Es. 200 towards erecting anew custom house, and Es. 200 to the said farmer. 

16. That when any green mjdm or palm leaves are wanted for the use of 
the Honourabie Company, application be made to the farmers that they 
mny be stripped from such trees as may cause the less damage. 
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17. The President and Goimcil likewise promising the farmers to support 
and indulge them any otherwise as shall be thought reasonable.^ 

The sale-proceeds of the Company's oarts are thus recorded at a 
Consultation on the 6th September 1728 ; The fazandars having opened 
the price for selling their cocoanuts at Rs. 16^ the thousand of 1120 
and Ambaidas offering to buy the produce of the Honourable Company's 
carts for the season both of the growth of Bombay and Mdhim/ it is 
agreed they be delivered him at Rs. 17 the thousand to be paid the last 
of next July.^ 

On the 27th August 1731 a Consultation records : This being the 
day, 27th August 1731, appointed for setting up to public sale the 
Company's cocoanuts of Mahim and Bombay, and sundry merchants 
attending, the doors are thrown open and they are called in. The 
Secretary explains to them the conditions of sale, namely that tire 
cocoanuts both of Bombay and Mahim are to be set up at the same 
price and the amount of the whole is to be paid by the pui'cliaser, who 
is to be the highest bidder, at or before the 31st of July next ensuing, 
the cocoanuts to be delivered by the Company's overseer as they are 
gathered and as the purchaser may require. IT^Tien Ambaidds Takidiis 
appears to be the highest bidder at Rs. 23 the thousand of eleven 
hundred cocoanuts.^ 

At a Consultation the 20th April 1 733 the President acquaints the 
Board that information has been given by Esu Ndik Mukadam of the 
Bhandaris that, provided they can be eneonraged and employed in their 
usual occupation of drawing toddy, several families of that caste are 
desirous of eomiug from Chaul to reside on this island. In order to 
encourage them and employ them in that manner the said Esu Naik 
proposes to rent for the term of seven years betwixt 300 and 400 cocoanut 
trees belonging to the Honourable Company, situated within the town 
walls, at a certain yearly rent for each tree. As the said Bhanddris are 
highly deserving of encouragement being not only laborious andindustri- 
ous in their occupation but likewise bred to the service of arms and ready 
on all occasions, it is agreed tliat the said Esu Ndik have betwixt 300 
and 400 trees for the term of seven years at the usual rent of 4 J larees 
for every tree or three-quarters of a rupee silver money or sixty pice in 
pice money. That they shall deliver up the said trees at the end of the 
sixth year in the same good condition that they received them, but shall 
pay the said rent for the term of seven years complete as is more 
particularly expressed in the conditions of this farm ; and that the said 
^ renlS shall be punctually paid in quarterly payments. Directed that 
Antonio de Silva, overseer of the Company's oarts, give in an account 
to this Board on Friday next the 29th instant of the exact number of 
trees that can he spared for this service, and that a lease be prepared to 
be executed by the said Esu Naik conformable to this our Resolution.'^ 


i Pub. Diary Oct. 1724 VoL 2 of 1724, 134-126. 

^Bom. Gov, Consnltation 6th Sept. 1728, Pub. Diary 3 of 1727-38, 173, 

® Born. Gov. Consultation 27th August 1731, IPhb, Diary 4 of 1731, 101. 

Gov. Consiultation 20th April 1733, Pub. Diary 6 of 1732-33, 103-104 
Home Series, II. 50. 
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Agreeably to the above order a week later, 27th April 1733, Antonio 
de Silva, overseer of the Honourable Company's oarts, brings in a report 
of the number of cocoanut trees situated within the Town Wall which were 
designed to be let at rent to Esn Naik Mnkadam of the Bhandaris for 
accommodating and employing some families of that caste of people 
that were desirous of coming from Chaul to reside on this island* The 
Board observe : By the said report it appears that no more unemployed 
eocoanut trees are^ within the town wall than 111, and as these 
are dispersed in sundry carts and stations amongst other trees already let 
to Bhandaris, we cannot let the said 111 trees as was proposed to Esu 
N^ik for any term of years at a certain annual rent. Yet as we are 
desirous of accommodating, as well as we can, such families of 
Bhanddris as are actually come upon the island on account of the 
encouragement given them^ it is agreed that Antonio de Silva, overseer 
of the oarts, do let the said 111 trees to the said Bhandaris at the usual 
prices such other trees are let for, and that the produce of the same be 
entered in his annual account.-^ 

A Consultation of the 31st August 1733 records : This being the 
day appointed for setting up to public sale the Honourable Company's 
eocoanuts of Bombay and Mjihim and sundry merchants attending the 
doors are thrown open and they are called in. The Secretary then 
explains to them the conditions of sale, namely that the eocoanuts both 
of Bombay and Mahim are to be put at the same price and the amount 
of the whole to be paid by the purchaser who is to he the highest bidder 
at or before the 31st July next ensuing, the eocoanuts to be delivered 
by the Company's overseer as they are gathered and as the purchaser 
may require. Navroji Rustamji and Sivaji Dharamset appear to be the 
highest bidders at Rs. 22^ per thousand of 1100 eocoanuts.^ 

The Diary of the 13th September 1734 records: Having appointed 
this day for the sale of the Honourable Company’s eocoanuts produced 
in their oarts at Bombay and M^him and sundry merchants attending 
they are called in and acquainted that the terms of sale are the same as 
hitherto customary, namely the eocoanuts of Bombay and Mahim 
to be sold at the same price, eleven hundred to be allowed for a 
thousand, and the amount to he paid by the 31st July next, with this 
additional article that the buyer be obliged to take the whole quantity 
from the overseer of the oarts before the 10th May next. When being 
put up to public sale, RevMds Ambaidas appears to be the highest 
bidder at the rate of Rs. 24f a thousand the highest price ever gi^^ii.*^ 

Towards the close of 1735 (November 1st) the Bhandaris presented 
the following petition to Government praying for a reduction of their 
rent : The humble petition of all the inhabiting Bhandaris of Bombay 
and M^him humbly sheweth that whereas when this island first passed 
under the Government of His Britannic Majesty there lived on it a 
certain number of BhandAris of the caste called Ambatias ; and soon 


^ Bom. Gov. OonsTiltatloE 27tli April 1733, Pab. Diary 5 of 1732-33, 108, 
* Pub. Diary 5 of 1732-33, 184, ■, • 

^Bom. Gov, Consultation iStb Sept, 1734 Pub. Diary 7 of 1734, 157, 
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after from the neighbouring countries others of the castes Quitas (KiUs) 
and Shindas came likewise to live on the island^ ; all being encouraged to 
iix their dwellings here by the permission they had of drawing toddy 
and distilling arraek wdthoiit any acknowledgment save the duty of 
defending the island and keeping up out of their tribe at the door of the 
Governor's house a small guard or chauh\ The guard w’^as a regular 
allotment of men for every day in the week who entered upon duty from 
the hours of nine in the morning to eleven and from three in the afternoon 
to five. When the Government j)assed into the hands of the Honourable 
Company the above disposition continued without any alteration for about 
seven years. The Government then intimated to the Bhandaris that for the 
better security and effect of the privileges and favours granted them^ and 
to assure them the necessary use of the palmairas which the fazandars had 
often refused them^ they should pay a small acknowledgment for the 
liberty of drawing toddy and distilling arrack. The Bhandaris did 
accordingly oblige themselves to an annual certain i)ayment of 
something more than Xs. 200. Prom that time the said sum was raised 
by a general cess at a reasonable rate by their mukddam chaughulds 
and pdtils who were made answerable for the same and annually paid 
it into the treasury. But as the headmen from time to time proceeded 
to impose heavier rates, Government ordered there should be an annual 
renter or farmer, but without prejudice to the exemption from payment 
enjoyed by their mukddam chaughulds and pdtils. They were 
therefore still obliged to assist the renter in distributing the amount of 
the rent into reasonable rates and proportions that the poorer might 
not be oppressed or suffer. After the Bhandaris had behaved with 
that courage zeal and fidelity which it is notorious they shewed in the 
defence of the island w’hen it was invaded by the Sidis, as a reward for 
their services on that occasion, the Government was pleased to promise 
them an exemption from paying any rent for the future. The delays 
of successive Governors prevented tliis promise being carried into effect. 
MeaQW’'hile the increase in population raised the price of toddy and 
aiTaek in proportion, and the strife and competition of the renters 
carried the price of the annual rent to such an excessive height that to 
indemnify themselves they did not, as had always been the custom, 
proceed to distribute the rates amongst the Bhandaris with the advice 
and consent of their mukdclam chaughulds and pdtils but took the 
whole into their hands, hindering the Bhandaris from drawing toddy 
or distilling arrack. As this is all the Bhandaris have to depend upon 
for their support and sustenance it leaves them entirely at the mercy 
and disposal of the farmer or renter for the time being. In time past 
their own mukddam chaughulds and pdtils being acquainted with the 
circums^nces and necessities of the respective families used to 
proportion their allotments accordingly which for want of that 


^ Amhaiids, apparently sellers of sour dmhat toddy, is preserved in the surname 
Ambte 5 Kitds, Hindu Bhanddris from the south Konkan from Mdlvan. as far north 
as AHbdg, claim Kita as a corruption of Khatri or KsTiatriyu ; ShinddSf probably 
slave-born Mardthds, are Hindu Bhanddris from Bassein, most of whom are tappers 
of brab trees, a few of cocoanut trees, but none bf date trees j Gaur Bhanddris are 
from Bassein Tiiuka. 
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knowledge the renters can never do with any certainty. By this 
means yonr petitioners are reduced to extreme poverty and misery for 
which no remedy other than the following appears : 

Tile rent sliall be reduced to the fixed sum of Rs. 10,000 a year under an 
agreement to be made betwixt the Goverumeiifc and your petitioners upon the 
following conditions : 

1. That your petitioners shall be obliged and bound jointly and 
separately for the yearly payment of Ks. 10,000 without doubt or delay, 
which the Honourable Company will order to be levied by receivers 
appointed at their pleasure, conformable to the list to be annually furnished 
by your petitioners. 

2. That the muMdam chaugkulds and of your petitioners’ castes 

shall be the persons authorized to distribute the said sum of Rs. 10,000 to be 
cessed in proportion among the different castes of Bhandafris without any 
other person intermeddling, and these headmen shall furnish a list signed 
liy themselves to direct the receivers in levying the sum aforesaid. 

3. That in case of the death or running away of any Bhaiidari the 
Government shall not make any abatement but shall recover the entire 
sum of Rs. 10,000, Similarly in case of any fresh BhandaTis coming from 
other countries to live upon the island the new comers shall be 
iiicorpomted with your petitioners and be rated by the muMdam chauglmlc^s 
mdpdtils to pay what tney shall judge a reasonable proportion. And the 
Government shall not on account of the new Bhandaris raise their claim 
above Rs. 10,000. 

4. That in consideration of the payment of the said sum of Rs. 10,000 
your petitioners shall have full liberty to draw toddy from the palmairas, 
distil arrack phul and nippat and sell arrack for the certain price of 4 pice 
the ser and one pice the measure of toddy without any necessity of further 
license or authority than that of the nmMdam clumghidds and pcttils^ In 
case your petitioners stand in need of more palmairas the Government 
shall supply them what it can on your petitioners’ paying the same price 
w'hich they now actually pay to the fazandars which is not to be altered. 

5. That in return for the great favour they shall in this manner receive 
from the Government in assisting and helping them to a livelihood year 
petitioners shall bind themselves to be ready on all occasions for the 
defence and service of the island with arms to be supplied them by the 
Government without pretending or requiring any other reward or pay 
except necessary provisions. 

I£ these articles are agreed to, your petitionei^s may hope to be able to 
obtain a competent livelihood and be relieved from the great necessities 
and want to which they are at present actually reduced. These there- 
fore your petitioners humbly submit to your Honours^ consideration for 
such relief as your Honours shall judge fitting.^ 

On the 1st November 1735 the President lays before the Board the 
above petition presented by the heads of the Bhandaris, setting forth 
the difficulties they labour under through the excessive high rent paid 
for the arrack farm. The President also acquaints the Board that on 
diseoui'sing with the heads of the said Bhanddris he had with some 
difficulty prevailed on them to engage to give Rs. 12^000 a year for 
the sole liberty of selling toddy and arrack. He had thereupon sent for 
the present farmer to know if he was inclined to relinquish his contract, 
who, though he confessed that he had hitherto suffered by it, was in 


1 Pub, Diary 1st Nov. 1735 Vol. 8 of 1734-35, 242-245. Forrest’s Home Series, II. 
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topes to retrieve tis loss dnrmg the time remaining of his contract and 
therefore was nnwilling to give it up. The Bhandaris being a very 
useful set of people and of all our inhabitants the most to be depended 
on in any exigency, they being of a military caste and having on 
several occasions behaved with courage, we should be very glad to 
preserve those already upon the island as well as encourage others to 
come and settle among us, as the increase of their number would tend 
to the better security of the place which during the time that our 
vessels are out, we are sorry to say, is but ill provided. The method 
now proposed -^1 we hope not only prove effectual for that end but in 
our opinions is highly advantageous to our Honourable Masters. It is 
therefore unanimously agreed humbly to recommend the same to them 
for their concurrence ,* and by the time we receive their answer, the 
present conti-act will be expired. We must observe, continue the 
Board, that the rent was run up to such an extravagant height 
through a pique between two of the bidders. We therefore cannot 
expect it will let for so much the next time. And this we hope will 
have some weight towards obtaining our Honourable Masters^ consent 
to an agreement that we are sincerely of opinion is so much for the 
true interest of this settlement,^ 

A week later, 7th November 1735, the overseer of the Honourable 
Company's oarts submits his accounts of charges thereon for the last 
year (1734-85) amounting to Es. 4652-3-75|. The produce of the 
trees let to Bhandaris to draw toddy from and other fruit trees 
in the said oarts (exclusive of the cocoanuts sold) amounts to 
Rs. 4299-1.48.2 

The Bombay Diary of the 5th December 1735 has the following 
entry : Rupji Dhanji desiring to purchase an oart belonging to the 
Honourable Company, which, according to the ancient valuation made 
by the vereadores and which is generally esteemed about half the real 
worth, amounts to no more than Rs. 362, As the same is situated close 
by another oart belonging to himself Enpji is desirous of making 
improvements. For convenience sake he has offered as far as Rs. 1040 
and as this is advantageous to the Honourable Company being more 
than the real worth of the oart, it is agreed to accept his offer.^ 

Regarding the yearly sale by public auction of the Company's 
cocoanuts a Consultation of the 30th July 1736 records : According 
to public notice several merchants attending to bid for the Honourable 
Company's cocoanuts they are called in and the terms of sale declared 
to be the same as last year, namely the produce of Bombay and 
Mdhiin to be put up together j the money to be paid on or before the 
31st July next j and the purchaser, who is to he the highest bidder, to 
take all the cocoanuts from the overseer of the oarts before the 1st of 
May next. The oarts are then put up and Haribh^i appears to be the 
highest bidder at Rs. 26^ the thousand of eleven hundred nuts. Later 


* Bom, Got, Consultation 1st Nov. 1735, Pub. Diary 8 of 1734-35, 240* Forrest's Home 
Beries II. 65-60. • ^ 

2 Got. Consultation 7t!i Nov, 1736, Pub* Diary 8 of 1734-35, 254. 

9 Bom, Gov. Consultation OtbDec. 1735, Pub. Djary 8 of 1734-35, 269* 
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on this purchaser was not deemed a substantial person and the eoeoanuts 
had. again to be put to auction, A Consultation of the 20th October 1736 
records : The purchaser of the eoeoanuts named in the Consultation of 
the 30th of July last not being esteemed a substantial person nor having 
offered good security^ the eoeoanuts are again put up upon the same 
conditions and sold to Mtinekji at Rs. 26 J a thousand of eleven hundred 
nuts, that is at the same price they were before sold for.^ 

A Consultation of the oth August 1737 has the following entry 
regarding the revenue from palm gardens : Sundry merchants now 
attending to bid for the Honouiable Company’s eoeoanuts, the growth 
of Bombay and M^him are now put up in one lot on the usual terms to 
be paid for on the 31st July next and the whole quantity of eoeoanuts 
to he taken from the overseer of the oarts by the 1st May next. 
Vithaldas Keshavr^m and Rnpji Dhanji appear the highest bidders at 
Es. 25f the thousand of 1100 nuts and they are accordingly declared 
the purchasers.^ 

On the 2nd March 1738 the Court direct that the overseer of the 
oarts should keep his accounts in English. And that instead of as 
formerly being brought in annually they should be produced monthly 
and examined by the Collector of the revenues before they are passed 
by the Board.^ 

The supply of the Company’s eoeoanuts for the season^ that is from 
1st May to 30th April next, was (15th August 1740) sold at public 
auction at Rs. 24 4 for one thousand of eleven hundred eoeoanuts. 
The price at which the highest bid stood on 7th August 1741, at a 
similar sale for next year, was Es, 26 1 for 1000 of 1100 nuts.^ 

A Consultation of the 26th September 1740 records: Read a letter 
from Mr. Richard Sanders overseer of the oarts representing the want of 
a safe lodgment for the security of the produce of the Honourable Com- 
pany’s trees in the district of Mdhim. Mr. Sanders states that from 
the present method of trusting the eoeoanuts in the houses of under- 
servants they are liable to frequent pilferage and accidents by fire. 
He therefore requests permission to build a proper warehouse of sand 
stone and chunam. An estimate of its charge now presented amounts 
to Rs, 1875. The Boai^d being convinced of the truth of this report, and 
that in a term of years such work may be a real saving to oui’ Honour- 
able Masters, it is ordered to be set about according to the plan laid 
down, and to prevent any imposition or overcharge, the Chief of Mahim 
for the time being is to have the overseeing and forwarding the same.^ 

Regarding the administration of fche oarts a Consultation of the 
19th June 1741 records : The President on inspecting the account 
of the oarts cannot find satisfactory information whether they are 
duly administered, namely in regulating the waterways or channels, 


lilliliSi-' 


^ Bom. Oov. Consultations 30th July and 20tli Oct. 1736, Pub. Diary 9 o£ 1736, 289, 
408. 

2 Bom. Oov. Consultation 6tb Ang* 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1786-37, 179. 

® Court to Bombay 2nd Mar, 1738 para 64, Comp, of Standing Ord, Vol. 1 of 1715- 
1721, 169, * Sec. Out. L.B. 8 of 1738-1741. 

® Bom. Oov. Consultation 26tb Sept, 1740, Pub. Diary 13 of 1739-40, 350, 
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planting all the vacant places with young trees, and removing such 
trees as\iay be decayed. To secure improvement in this matter 
it is proposed: That the overseer assisted by the vereadores who 
are well skilled do enter on a full ex:amination and pursue the 
] 3 roper means for rendering this branch of the Company's estate as 
beneficial as possible, remarking withal if the wells are in order 
for supplying the necessary water. Farther that we may be 
thorouf^hly satisfied of the improvements or loss, let an account be 
drawn-out at the end of July ensuing shewing the state of the 
trees in the year 1740 and comparing that state with the actual 
condition in July 1741. That this account contain the true 
number bearing fruit, others that may bear in a certain time, those 
that are decayed, and how many young plants can be introduced in 
the vacant spacesJ 

Six months later a Consultation of the 19th December 1741 records: 
Read a letter from Mr, Richard Sanders accompanying a report of 
the condition of the Honourable Company's oarts compared with 
that in March 1740, as also a list of certain oarts wherein are want- 
ing new wells and waterways or the old ones to be thoroughly 
repaired, and adding a request to be allowed the extraordinary 
expense he alleges he has been at in taking this survey amounting 
to Rs. 53-2-4. The whole of this is deferred till we can with 
more leisure and exactness peruse those accounts for passing the 
necessary directions.” 

A Consultation of the 24th July 1741 records : Read a petition 
from an inhabitant of this island setting forth that in August last 
he exported a parcel of cocoanuts but in making up accounts with the 
custom master the duties are charged on a valuation of Es. 34| the 
1000, though at the real time of shipping them, they were actually 
worth no more than Rs. 24 as was proved by the Honourable 
Company’s selling theirs a few days afterwards at that price. 
The President then observes that the occasion of this application 
hath arisen for want of a fixed and certain time, when the year 
should expire, as all cocoanuts are valued at what the Company’s 
yield and the duties levied accordingly. It is therefore directed 
as a rule in future that the year be reckoned from the 1st day of 
August to the 31st day of the succeeding month of July. And as the 
Honourable Company’s cocoanuts are always disposed of early in 
August, the price they go off at is to be esteemed the standard for 
collecting the duties on all other cocoanuts exported within the 
above computed space of twelve months.® 

Regarding the Company’s cocoanut trees a Consultation of the 18th 
June 1743 records : Under the orders of the I9th June 1741, notice 
was given to the overseer of the oarts to prepare and deliver a trae 
account of the condition of the Company’s cocoanut trees. This has 
been accordingly performed as by abstract thereof following this Con- 


* Bom. <lov» Consultation June 174 J, .Bnb. , Diary 14 of 1740-415 227. 
® Bom. Gov, Consultation 19tli Dec. 1741 ^ Fub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 516, 
s Bom. Gov. Consultation 24th July 1741, Fnh. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 266\ 
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saltation. As, in consequence of the number of private trees cut down in 
connection with the fortification works, a large share of the Company's 
trees will go by way of equivalent, it cannot be to any purpose to enter 
on any regulations with respect to the Company's trees until we see 
what may I'emain after rendering the satisfaction intended to private 
persons. The following details were reported by the overseer Mr, 
Richard Sanders regarding the conditioii of the Honhle Company's 
carts at Bombay^ : 

C&mpmvif 8 Bombay Oarts, 1741* 


, Trees. ■ 

On 25th 
March 
1740. 

On 1st 
August 
1741. 

Decrease. 

Increase. 

CJocoaiiut Trees, First Sort 

6819 

5389 

1430 


Ditto Second do. .. 

1060 

1935 


875 

Ditto Third do. 

299 

899 


600 

Yonng Trees Bearing Fruit 

428 

487 

... 

59 

Young Trees not Beaiing, First Sor 

noi 

1272 


171 

Ditto Second do 

780 

754 

26 

... 

Plants, First Sort 

752 

365 

387 


Ditto Second do. ... 

89 

28 

61 


Vacant Places ... 

3086 

1383 

1703 

... 

Brab Trees 

m 

28§ 

12 

... 

Betelnut Trees 

100 

88 

12 


Champa do. 


4 


4 

Poon do. 


7 

... 

7 

Mango do. ... 

124 

119 

5 


Jack do. ... ... 

ass 

27 

H 

... 

Wells ... ... . 

72-1 

78 



Wheels 

127 

125 

* 2 


Gardeners’ Houses ... 

81 

81 1 

... 


Private Houses 

320 

483 1 


.163, 

Total . 


13,552B 

3644^ 

18841 


At a Consultation, the 8th March 1743, the overseer of the Honourable 
Company’s oarts represents the oarts to be in great want of manure 
and that the produce is annually decreasing, and states even at this 
time to give them a proper manure withpinnack(pin«c<r oil-cake), which 
is esteemed the next best to kuta forbid by the Government, the charge 
will amount to Rs. 2500. It has heretofore been thought most 
advantageous for the Company to rent out their oarts, the charge of 
collecting being very considerable in respect to the produce and the 
natives riiat may hire small parcels of trees of the farmer giving better 
attendance in looking after them than hired servants will do. It is 
proposed that pnblication be made for receiving offers for taking the 
Company's oarts at Bombay or Mahim jointly or separately on lease 
for the term of seven or nine years as shall be most suitable to the 
bidders. And that all such proposals be delivered to the overseeis of 
the oartis for their further consideration and comparing with the net 
produce of the oarts since the Company have kept them in their 
own hands.^ 

Two months later a Consultation of the 6 th May 1743 records : Agree- 
able to the Resolution of Council of the 8th of March last, publication 
having been made of our willingness to let out the Honourable Corn- 
pany^s oarts, several proposals had been made to the overseer. These 


^ ^ Bom. Gov, Consultation 18tb Jane 1742, Bab. Diary 15 of 1741-42,295, 298^299. 
» Pub. Diary le of 1743, 87 - as. 
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being considered and compared with what the said oarts produce xi|)oii 
a medium o£ several years past, the Board are unanimous in opinion it 
will be more for the Company'^s advantage to farm them out. The 
following conditions are therefore prepared with the consent of all 
parties and are published, the doors being thrown open and every one 
admitted ; 

Bombay Fruit Bearers and Espigadas about ... 4000 

Mahim do. do. do. ... 15,000 

Bombay and Mahim young trees ... ... 10,000 

29,000 

Article Ut, That they be put up at the following rates : 

For the 3 first years ...Bs* 7000 a year. 

Do. 3 next do, ... 9000 do. 

Do. 3 next do, ... 31,000 do. 

2nd. That the farmer shall pay his rent into the Honourable Company’s 
treasury annually. 

Srd. That the farm shall be continued for nine years certain unless the 
farmer shall make default in the payment of his rent or in other the condi- 
tions agreed to by him. In such ease the Honourable President and Council 
shall be at full liberty to take back the said oarts from the farmer and lease 
them out to such other persons as they shall think proper, and if any loss 
arise thereby to the Honourable Company, the farmer shall make the same 
good to them. 

4th, In case, by storms or other unforeseen accidents not owing to the 
neglect of the farmer, any damage shall accrue to the trees during the said 
term of nine years such allowance shall be made to the farmer as to the said 
President and Council shall seem meet and just. 

5{h, That out of the trees which shall be blown down, the farmer shall 
have a sufficient quantity allowed him for repairing the wheels and waterways 
and the remainder shall be for the use of the Company. 

6tL That the farmer shall make proper fences for preserving the young 
plants and shall keep them in good repair, If^ any damage happens by his 
neglecting so to do he shall make ample satisfaction to the Company for 
the same, 

7th. That the President and Council shall repair and put into good order 
all the wells, wheels, and waterways belonging to the Company’s oarts, and 
in case they and the farmer shall judge any new ones necessary, the Presi- 
dent and Council shall be at the expense of digging and making the same. 

Sth. That if the farmer shall have just reason to suspect that his cocoanlits 
have been stolen or are concealed, on making due application, proper persons 
shall be appointed to search for the same. And if any person or persons shall 
be convicted of having bought or received stolen cocoanuts, tiiey shall be 
duly punished for the same and be subject to a fine at the discretion of the 
Magistrate, one-quarter part to be paid to the informer ^id the other three- 
quarters to be equally divided between the Company artd the farmer. 

9th, That if any person shall resist injure or impede the farmer or his 
servants in what regards the occupying the said farm, he shall be duly punish- 
ed for the same. 

lOtk. That the overseer of the oarts, collector of the rents, and all such 
other persons as the President and Council shall appoint shall be aiding and 
assisting to the said farmer in recovering his debts contracted on account of 
the said farm also for the better improving and manuring the said oarts. 

11th. That when any green cajdns are wanted for the Company’s use, ap- 
plication to the farmer snail be made for the same which he shall be obliged 
to fmiiish as has been customary the Company paying for the same as usual. 

12th. That the farmer shall at all times atoit the overseer of the oarts 
or others appointed by the President and Cotmnil to view and inspect the 
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oarts and wells with eyeiytliing tlierennto belonging. If it shall be found 
that the farmer has not complied with the terms of his lease report thereof 
shall be made to the Pi’esident and Council that they may issue proper 
orders concerning the same. ^ 

ISiJu That pinnack shall he permitted to be put to the trees, and if that 
shall not be procurable then the farmer shall be at liberty to make use of any 
other manure except huta and huckskaw that is fish-manure. 

IJith. That all persons who let out carts or oxen to hire, shall be obliged to 
serve the said farmer for the use of the Company’s oarts in such manner and at 
such rates as the President and Council shall settle, and that the pot-makers 
shall be obliged to sell him pots for the use of the said oarts at the same prices 
as they have usually sold them to the Company. 

15th, That all persons who unhusk cocoanuts shall be obliged to serve the 
farmer at the same rates they have served the Company. 

16th, That, if requested by the farmer, when any lawful manure comes to 
this island for sale, half, as has been customary, be appropriated for the use 
of the Company’s oarts on the farmer paying the market price for the same. 

17th That the farmer shall have the benefit of all the fruit trees and 
cajdns in the oarts, excepting such quantity of cajdns as have hitherto been 
usually taken for the Company’s use. 

18th That all persons proper and necessary for conducting and managing 
the said farm, and for cultivating and improving the said trees, shall he obliged 
to serve the said farmer in such manner as they have been accustomed to 
serve the Company whilst they kept the said oarts in their own hands. 

19th That during the term of his lease the farmer shall receive to his own 
use ground rent for ail such houses as are or shall be erected within the Com- 
pany ’s oarts at Mahim at the same rates that the Company has hitherto received.. 
If it shall appear necessary to the said farmer to remove any of the houses 
already built, he shall first obtain the consent of the overseer or other persons 
appointed by the President and Council. 

Wth The farmer shall not permit toddy to be drawn from more than 
3000 cocoanut trees at any one time and toddy shall not be drawn from 
any tree more than three years together. In case any dispute arise between 
the Bandharis and the farmer he shaE abide by the determination of the 
President and Council. 

MsU That the Company shall have full liberty to cut down for their own 
use all trees from which the farmer receives no benefit, they first acquainting 
the farmer thereof. 

Whereas this island does not produce sufidcient of any sort of manure 
(salt excepted) for the use of the oarts, but the same is imported from other 
parts, in case the importation of such manure be prevented by war or any 
other unforeseen accidents, the farmer shall not be subject or liable to p>ay the 
Company any consideration for the damage the said oarts may sustain for 
want thereof. On the contrary he shall have such allowance made him as to 
the President and Council shall seem meet and just. 

BSrd, That the farmer shall at his own expense during the term of his 
lease plant young trees in lieu of all such trees as shall be blown down and in 
all the vacant spaces in the said oarts and shall water and manure them and 
the young. plants now in the oarts not transplanted. In consideration of 
this at the expiration of Ms lease he shall receive in money one-half of their 
then value according to custom. 

That the fanner shall assign over to the Company all his estate and 
effects as security for the performance of the conditions of his lease and the 
President and Council shall support and indulge the said farmer in all such 
matters and things as to them shall appear reasonable. 

^oth That should any of the wells or wheels be broken or destroyed by 
the falling of trees or other accident (not occasioned by the neglect of the 
farmer) the Company shall at ■ their own expense make new ones in lieu 
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thereof. Bat the farmer shall at his own charge repair all wells and wheels 

and deliver them in good order at the espiration of his lease. 

The af oregoing being fully explained and understood by all present 
the farm of the carts was publicly put up to auction when Eimset 
Ganb^set appeared theliigbest bidder at Rs. 9250 a year the first three 
years and Rs. 13/250 a year for the last three 3 ^ears^ Edmset stated that 
Mukundset Padamset, Bhiku Sinay Nevi*ekar^ and Bdbulset Ganbdset 
were his pax^tners in the said farm, who severally declaimed their assent. 
A lease was directed to be prepared according to the above conditions as 
also a bond to be executed by the farmers assigning over their estates 
and effects as security for their punctual performance of what on their 
parts is to be observed.^ 

A Consultation of the 20th June 1743 records : The farmers of the 
Company's oarts having executed writings for the said farm, they are 
now, as customary on such occasions, called in and presented with 
shawls.^ 

A Consultation of the 21st February 1744 records : The owners 
of the oarts deliver a report of some repairs necessary to the wheels 
and wells in the Company's oar fcs as ^so of some new wells that are 
wanted which by the terms of the lease to the farmers are to be built 
at the Honourable Company’s expense. Ordered the overseer make 
enquiry whether any person will undertake the same for a sum certain 
and how much.® 

A month later, 30th March 1744, the farmers of the oarts offering to 
undertake the repairs of the wells and wheels in the oarts for the sum 
of rupees four thousand five hundred being something less than Messrs. 
Sanders and Smith’s calculate, the farmers*’ offer is agreed to, and they 
are told the several works must be performed in the manner proposed 
by Mr. Smith and subject to his inspection/ 

A Consultation of the 19th October 1744 records : From tlie 
Honourable Company’s oarts being farmed out, the office of overseer does 
not require so much attention as when they were in the Company’s hands. 
It may therefore be executed by the person who has charge of the 
revenues. This at present is Mr. Hugh Howard one of the Members of 
Council whose allowance as Collector, notwithstanding the office is of 
great consequence, was no more than twenty-three rupees three-quarters 
and twenty- six res a month, although the overseer of the oarts had 
fifty rupees a month. As from the nature of it this office ought to he 
immediately under the Collector, the Board resolve to vest those offices 
in one person with a monthly appointment of sixty rupees. By this 
a 3 ^early saving will result of one hundred and sixty-five rupees three- 
quarters and twelve res/ 

Tire records between 1720 and 1744 contain many references to ahhdri 
or liquor excise. Punch-houses and palm-tapping appear among the 
leading heads of revenue, and the disputes between the toddy farmers^ 
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the Bhandaris or palm tappers, and the fazandars or landholders 
cause numerous Consultations. 

On the 31st August 1720 the license for keeping punch houses was 
put up to farm for eleven months when Mr. Richard Bristow appeared 
the highest bidder at Rs. 1520, including the excise on Goa arrack sold 
at retail. The Secretary was directed to draw out articles accordingly.^ 

Regarding the arrack farm or rent a (.Consultation of the 19tli July 
1728 has the following entry : The arrack rent expiring the first of 
next month and nobody, on public notice being given, appears but 
Pasquel Bareito and the old Rendeira or farmer. The old farmer being 
considerably in arrears with the Honourable Company is objected against, 
and Pasquel offering to take the farm for three years at Rs. 10,000 a 
year being Rs. 45 advance on the last farm, his offer is accepted and a 
bond and articles are ordered to be prepared to be executed accordingly.^ 

On the 25th June 1731 a Consultation records : This being the day 
appointed by public proclamation for the letting of the arrack rent for 
three years to commence from the 1st of August next ensuing sundry 
inhabitants attend and the doors are thrown open and they are called 
in and the conditions of the said rent now to be put up at public sale 
are explained to them. Joseph de Crouse inhabitant of Mahim and 
Essennick (Esu Nd,ik?) Bhandari inhabitant of Bombay appear to be 
the highest bidders at Rs. 10,300 a year. Ordered that the usual 
obligations be prepared for the renters to sign.^ 

The three years^ term of the arrack farm having expired on the 31st 
July 1784 the arrack rent was again let by public auction for three 
years for Rs. 14,300 a year.^ 

On a representation of the Bhanddris that the trees allotted to them 
did not prove sufficient to enable them to maintain themselves and 
their families a Consultation of the 12th March 1736 records: The 
Bhandaris representing that from the small number of trees already 
allotted them they cannot get a sufficient quantity of toddy to 
maintain themselves and families or supply the renter of the arrack 
farm, who is therefore obliged to import toddy from other parts to 
the great prejudice of said Bhandd.ris ; and they requesting us to let 
them have about 900 trees more of the Honourable Company's for 
which they are to pay at the rate of nine pice a month for each tree ; 
and as they are a useful set of people and we believe there is room for 
their complaint and our complying with their request will be no 
disadvantage to the Company, it is agreed to relieve them in the 
manner they request the mukddams and chaughulds of the caste being 
security for their performance of their agreement.® 

Regarding the sale of the arrack farm a Consultation of the 12th 
July 1737 has the following entry : Having appointed this day for the 


^ Bom. Got. Consultation 31st Aug. 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 131. 

^ Bom. Got, Consultation 19tb July 1728, Pub. Diary 3 o£ 1727-28, 143, 

3 Bom. Got. Consultation 2§tli June 1731, Pub. Diary 4 of 1731, 69, Forrest’s 
Home Series, II. 48, . , , ' ^ . 

^ Bom. Got. Consultation 14tb June 1734, Pub. Diary 7 of 1734,119. 

® Bom. Got. Consultation 12th March 1736, Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 114, 
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disposal of the arrack farm, the President takes occasion to observe to Chapter ¥113 

the Board that upon issuing public notice that the said farm would bo and 

put to sale this da}', the muk&dams chaaghulds and pcitlls of the jg'iaance 

Blianddris immediately represented to liim by petition^ which is now 

read^ how greatly they have suffered and the hardships they laboured 

under during the last farm, which was rim up to such an excessive 

high rate that many families of the Bbandaris were thereby mined. 

Further the said mithddams claimed the performance of the promise 
given tliem the President that they should be relieved at the 
expiration of the present farm. They declare that in hopes of this 
relief they have so long sat easy under their misfortunes. Now the 
President informs the Board that being sensible of the hardships the 
Bhand^ris would suffer, and not doubting but our Honourable Masters 
would comply with the recpiest we made in their behalf, he was induced 
to give them hopes that at the expiration of the present farm they 
should be made easy. But as our Honourable Masters in their 
commands of 22nd December 1736 by the (?ra/7£???, in answer to our 
representation concerning the Bhanddris, are pleased to say that the 
practice of letting the rents to the highest bidder must be continued, 
lie recommends to the consideration of the Board whether for the 
following reasons the necessity of relieving the Bbandaris will not 
justify us to our Ilonoiirable Masters for so far breaking through their 
orders especially at this critical juncture. At prfesent there are upon the 
island between 400 and 500 Bhanchlris fit to carry arms ivho have no 
other means of maintaining themselves and families than by following 
their occupation of drawing toddy and distilling arrack. For many 
years past the sole liberty of selling these articles has been farmed out 
and gradually risen in the price till it let for Rs. 10,000 a year from 
ivhich the last rent was at once advanced to Rs. 14,300. Whoever 
rents the said farm, the advance in the price affects only tlio Bhaiul-iris 
as the sum the rent lets for is divided in ])roportion among them ami 
something added for the trouble and charge of the renter. This Iasi 
farm luiming so excessive high, it has fallen so hard upon the Bluindaris 
that many families have boon ruined, not being a,ble to earn suffieieut 
in the way of their calling to maintain themselves and pay iheir 
proportion of the rent. Tiiat the Bhandaris are of a military caste 
and ready to serve the Company in the defence of tlie island U])on any 
emergency, is a plea not without foundation. When the iMaralhas 
invaded Salsette (April 1737) and we did not know how soon they might 
be encouraged to the like attempts against tis, the Bhandaris willingly 
repaired to defend the several outposts where they were some time 
stationed without any other consideration than being allowed provisions. 

By this they were great sufferers, being all that while deprived of the 
opportunity of following their business in drawing toddy and selling 
arrack and their trees for want of being regularly drawn were greatly 
damaged. To this they the more readily submitted in hopes that it 
would be considered at the expiration of the present farm. Nor should 
we have trusted them to defend a place of such importance without- 
having a very good opinion of their fidelity and courage. At that tim <3 
the safety of this island chiefly depended on them, they being stationed 
abopt Sion where many places in the Hver are fordable at low water. 
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Such a trust we can never again think of reposing in them if we cause 
them to be dissatisfied by renting out the arrack farm on terms that 
render it impossible for them to secure a maintenance for themselves 
and families. It is likewise remarked that the Mardthas, whose 
treachery we ought to be guarded against as if they were open enemies, 
are now in our neighbourhood. It is a general observation that they 
have gained more by their money in corrupting their enemies than by 
the force of their arms. Should we therefore put the arrack farm to 
public sale and it run to a high price, the Bhandaris would continue 
uneasy and discontented, in which case we cannot doubt that the 
Marathds by their emissaries would privately endeavour to inflame 
them to shake ofl their allegiance to this Government. They would 
not be wanting to make them the most fair and specious promises and 
that the Bhandaris be gained over thereby to take part with the 
Marathas. Such an enemy amongst our own people would be more 
to be dreaded than any force from abroad and the safety of the island 
be greatly endangered. This we cannot think ought to be risked for 
the sake of the gains that might accrue to our Honourable Masters by 
putting the said rent up to public sale. As, on the other hand, by 
keeping the Bhandaris satisfied, we may depend upon their fidelity 
which will be a great addition to the strength of the island upon an 
emergency ; and in the situation which we at present are and likely to 
continue, surrounded by neighbours whom we must guard against as 
enemies, we know not hut we may have occasion to put the fidelity 
and courage of the Bhanddris to the proof. Should we have occasion 
for them, and on account of their discontent not dare to trust them, the 
charge of raising other men and maintaining them one month would be 
equal to the difference in the armck farm for one whole year between 
letting the Bhandaris have it at Es. 12,000 a year certain or farming 
it to the highest bidder. Nor would the same number of any men we 
could raise be of equal service. The BharUcUris are bred to arms from 
their infancy and have a courage and fidelity which, we think, may be 
depended upon. At the same time without our Honourable Masters^ 
permission, we do , not think it prudent to come to a final agreement 
with the Bhandaris for letting to them the arrack farm forever at the 
settled rate of Rs. 12,000 yearly. Still for the reasons before given 
we persuade oumelves our Honourable Masters will not disapprove our 
gratifying the Bhanddris in some measure. It is therefore agreed 
that we let them have the said faim for three years (the term it has 
usually let) at Rs. 12,000 a year and that we again represent their case 
to the Honourable Company requesting their consent to come to a final 
agreement with the Bhandaris on the terms first proposed. For we 
are sincerely of opinion it is a point of prime necessity for the welfare 
and safety of this island.^ 

On the 1st May 1738 the following license for keeping a public 
tavGim is recorded: The Honourable John Hoime President and 
Governor doth hereby license and permit you Michael I^zor 
inhabitant of Bombay to keep a public tavern or victualling 


^ Boiu. Gov. Coimiltation 12th July 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-37? 161 -103. 
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house whereto all strangers and others may resort for eating and 
drinking. You are likewise hereby licensed to sell by retail in 
your house or otherwise all sorts of wine, beer^ mum, arrack 
(except parriar arrack), and also all sorts of mixed liquors as punch 
and lemonade, taking particular care that your liquor and pi*o vision 
be good and wholesome in their respective kinds, at such 
reasonable rates as shall from time to time be adjudged and allowed. 
And you are strictly to observe and follow the orders given you 
for the government of your house, and entertain no company in 
your house after nine o^cIock, lodgers and inmates excepted. In 
case of any failure this license to be forfeited and you to suffer 
such hue as is mentioned in the instructions; Otherwise this 
license is to remain in force for the term of one year from the date 
hereof. Sealed with the seal of the aforesaid Honourable Company 
in Bombay Castle this 1st day of May in the year of our Lord 
1738.^ 

A Consultation of the 18th July 1740 records : Read the 
Bhanddri’s petition for the renewal of the lease of the arrack rent 
to them on the approaching expiry of their term of three years on 
the 1st of August next on the like terms. The fullest consideration 
being had to this petition, and of the latitude given us in the 
50th paragraph of our Honourable Masters^ commands by Rasting-- 
field, dated 2nd March 1738, to act thereon as may be most for the 
interest and security of the island, without making the lease 
TCrpetiial, the Board are of opinion that the reasons urged in our 
Consultation of the 12th July 1737 still subsisting, it will be by no 
means prudent in our present situation to take this lease out of the 
Bhandaris^ hands. It is therefore agreed that the same be renewed 
to them for the three ensuing years on the like terms of Rs. 12,000 
a year, which we esteem to be entirely for the interest of our 
Honoui’able Masters in the encouragement of the people.^ 

A Consultation of the 1st August 1740 records : The mulcddam 
of the Bhand^ris on renewal of the lease of the arrack farm to Ms 
caste is called and acquainted with the favour done them, and 
exhorted to preserve due gratitude and fidelity to the Honourable 
Company. After this he is in their name presented with two 
shawls valued about Rs. 20 each.^ 

Regarding the arrack farm and the Bhand4ris’ complaint a 
Consultation of the 19th December 1741 records : Our Honourable 
Masters in paragraph 60 of their commands by Princess Louisa, 
are pleased to remark that the Bhand4ris complained of some 
hardships they laboured under from their mukdaam Esuji Ndik, 
and that the same had not been enquired into as they ought, and 
the arrack farm put upon an equitable footing. The President has 
since with the assistance of proper persons endeavoured to settle 


* Sec. Oafe. L, B. 8 of 1788- 1741, 3*4, Mum is ale brewed from wheatea malt* 
Parriar arrack is native spirit. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 18tli July 1740, Fub; Biaty 13 of 1739*40, 289-290, 

® Bom, Gov. Consultation 1st Aug, 174D» Fub* B|ary 13 of 173940, 300. 
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that matter, and, by fixing the privileges of each person as well as 
what they ought to pay, to prevent any impositions. He now lays 
before the Board certain regulations with accounts annexed shewing 
how the annual amount of Rs. 12,500 with other incidentals will 
arise with the number of trees allotted to the BhandarivS and what 
each tree is to pay. The details are : 

The Honourable Company having consented in order to assist the 
Bhandaris (who are reputed good subjects and useful in the exercise 
of arms) to give them the arrack farm at the rate of Rs. 12,500 a 
year, and sundry disputes having arisen among themselves and 
some detriment supposed to lie on those people through the mal- 
administration of their mukdclams or heads. W e, the President and 
Council of Bombay, do, on considering the premisses and being 
previously assured the whole of them will be satisfied with our 
determination, direct that from the 1st of August 1741 the 
subsequent rules shall be strictly observed excepting only that part 
relating to the persons we nominate for assisting the muJeddam 
Esuji Naik, who are not to receive their stipulated wages until they 
enter on the execution hereof. And here it is to be noted that the 
proper rent is only Rs. 12,000 a year and the surplus Rs. 500 
appertains to an ancient tax on the Bhandaris styled aut salami 
or knife-tax, which, with the other, makes the Rs. 12,500 premen- 
tioned : 

1. That Esuji !N‘aik the administrator of this farm and collector thereof 
shall make good to the Company’s servant appointed the recei ver Rs. 104l-r^-66| 
at the end of every, month or within 20 days after, which sum will in twelve 

. regular payments make the sum appointed of Ks. 12,500 a year. And as it is 
• intended that he shall diligently attend this office, he shall for his reward bo 
allowed out of the general produce from the farm Rs. 30 a month. 

2. And for satisfying the farm the cocoanut and brab trees must give the 
necessary supply. For the better ascertaining wliat each sliall pay, it is directed 
there be appointed four inspectors by us, the President and Council, namely 
two for the district of Bombay and two for Mdliim, who shall be allowed 
severally .the wages of Rs. 10 a month to be satisfied in the same manner as 
what is given the muMdam Esuji N^ik, namely from the genend px'odiice of 
.the farms. These inspectors must monthly count the trees actually occupied 
by the Bhanda'ris in order to ascertain what each man shall ■ pay according to 
the settled rates hereafter to be mentioned. 

3. Whereas by a calculate now furnished and taken by order of the President 
in September 1741 there were actually occupied by the Bhandafris 1767 brab trees 
and 12,254 cocoanut trees for drawing toddy, wo have from thence framed our 
rule wliat each tree shall pay in order to satisfy the farm of Es. 12,500 to the 
Company as weh as the incident charges of Es. 30 a month tO' the mziMdam 
Esuji Naik and Es. 40 a month for the four inspectors as well as Es. 66-0-65 for 
Purvoes and imder-seryants, with paper, oil, twine, bags, and somerades or 
sunshades wMch last articles may vary as circumstances shall arise. But as it may 
so happen that the number of trees occupied may not always be the same but 
often more or less, which must consequently occasion an increase or decrease in 
the amount, it is directed that admitting there be an increase of trees there shall 
be a proportionate diminution in the rate ; and if a decrease of trees then a 
proportionate increa^ of said rate which sliall be conducted by our inspectors 
nominated for counting the trees monthly and by this means every Bhand4ri 
will have justice done him. 

4. And as there has been an old custom excusing the cJmighidds and patHs 
(who are, persons appointed -by the caste or sect to decide difiercnces amongst 
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tliom) from paying anything towards the arrack farm, tliey are now, pursuant 
to such custom, to bo relieved accordingly, every chaughula andpdif/^ being to 
enjoy 36 trees free, 

5. The mv.k'ddani Esuji Naik, being, as he pretends, a sufferer in the sum of 
lis. 1464-0-30 during the course of four years^ adniinistratiift through too 
small an assessment of tlie Bhandaris on account of the farm, the body of 
these people do consent to the jjaying the same in the following manner and 
according to custom, namely i 

{a) Every tree called c<)usented, meaning such as are hired from the 
fazandars, to pay 35 res each. 

(?>) Every tree called ordered, meaning such as the fazaiuhtrs by ancient 
practice are obliged to furnish from their oarts to the Bhandaris, being 3 per 
cent to pay 50 res each tree. 

(c) Every brab tree to pay 65 res^ 

The above regards only the district of Bombay. 

As to Mdhim each Bhandari must pay agreeable to his condition, 
which is too voluminous to enter particularly here from the 
number of people being so considerable. 

The following is a calculate of what the Bhandaris are now to 
pay towards the arrack farm, what they did pay until the time of 
our forming the present regulations commencing the 1st August 
1741, and what the said Bhanddris did pay to the arrack farmers 
when not under their administration: The number of trees are 
taken by the review made by the President’s order in September : 

Palm Trees, 174t. 


Proposed Charge. 

1 E-KisTusra Charge. • 

Previous Charge. 

Monthly, 

Yearly. 

Monthly, 

Yearly. 

Monthly. 

Yearly. 

Brab Trees. 


1 

Es. q, r.! 

Brah Trees, 

Be?, q, r. 

Brab Trees. 

Es, q. r. 

At Sliriiim ... 1050 

"1 ' ■ 1 





At Bombay... 737 
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2385 1 SO 

At 13 pice or 65 m. 

3445 2 60 

M5hini Brab 


Total ... 3767 





Toddy House ... 

5591 1 18 

At 9 pice or 45 res. 

J 




At Bombay 717 





Cocoaniit Trees, 


Brab Trees. 


Cocoamtt Trees. 



At JMahiin 4829 


At 130 res 

2796 1 20 

At Mahim 4829 


At Bombay 760| 


Cocoannt Trees, 


At 9 pice or 45 res. 



ordered trees. 


At Bombay 7601 


At Bombay 700’.- 



At 50 res 

8384 1 0 

ordered trees. 


ordered trees. 



At Bombay 666^1;^ 


At 130 res 

2965 3 86 

At 12 pice or 60 res. 


)- 11,739 3 6 

consented trees. 


At Bombay 6664^ 


At Bombay 6664^ 



At 35 res 

6997 2 90 

consented trees. 


consented trees. 



Mdzgaon Arrack 


At 100 m 

19,093 2 0 

At 4 pice or 20 res. 



House 

222 0 0 

Massgaon Arrack 


Total trees 12,254 



Jdgri Distillation... 

192 0 0 

House 

222 0 0 

Mrizgaon Arrack 





Jdgri Distillation. 

192 0 0 

House 


222 0 0 





Jdgri Distillation ... 







Total ... 

14,347 0 80j 

Total ... 1 

19,241 2 60 

.Total ... 

31,761 0 24 


If the other details are right, Es* 12,739''3-0 Should be Rs, 11,886-3-0 and Es* 14,347*0-80 should be 
Rs. 14,494-0-80. 


On enquiring why the present allotment should be only 
Ra 14,347-0-80, and the preceding be Bs. 19,241-2-50^ and yet an old 
debt is said to remain on the Bhandaris of Rs, 1464-0-30 though the 
'difference is so great, it is alleged before there was not a 
strict account taken of the trees, and some of the Bhandaris might 
probably conceal many trees whereby the J^roduce of the rent as 
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stipulated then might fall greatly short of our present calculate. 
But as to the produce when not i^ented by the Bhandaris but by 
Antonio De Lima, it is affirmed his recovery could not fall short 
of Ks. 31,761*0-24* in the manner precited, provided which is much to 
be doubted ife number were equal to the present and he obtained 
the whole let out. By our method now to be observed the Bhanddris 
will individually reap the benefit of having the trees at a lesser 
price than heretofore ; besides enjoying the privilege of selling what 
each distils in the best manner he can. Whereas before the said 
Bhandaris could sell only one kind called arrack and two other 
sorts, one called 'phula, which is more spirituous, the other styled 
ni'pa which is still stronger, these could be sold only by the farmer, 
and in this the body of the Bhanddris were excluded from any 
benefit whatever.^ The inspectors proposed for counting the trees 
are Antonio de Mouro and Pascoal de Almeida for Bombay, and 
Tome Bodriguez and Antonio de Azavedo for Mahim. 

The following is the general account of the arrack farm 
according to the rules established in December 1741 * 


riDn Ba. 

To the HoBOiirable Company ... ... 1041 

To the Mukddam Esuji Ndik 30 

To the four inspectors, namely two at Bombay 
and two at M^him, for counting the trees. 

To the incident charges for under^servants, 
oil, paper, bags, twine 

To the servants of the President at the feast 
of Dually {Divdli) 

To the difference which appears in the calculate 


Monthly. 


q- 
2 66 | 
0 0 


Yearly. 
Ks. q. 


40 0 0 
66 0 65 


Total 


360 

0 

0 

480 

0 

0 

793 

3 

80 

9 

1 

44 

14,143 

T 

24 

203 

3 

56 

14,347 


80 


Cr. 

By the sundry assessments to be made on the trees which is taken from 
the number of trees actually occupied by the Bhandaris in the month of 
September 1741 when the account was taken by the President’s order : 

Bral Trees, Monthly. Yearly. 

At Mdhim 1050 and at Bombay 717 or in all 
1767, at 9 pice or 45 res each 
Cocoa-nut Trees, 

At Mdhim, 4829 trees at 9 pice or 46 res each, 543 1 5 
At Bombay, 760J ordered trees at 12 pice or 

60 res each ... 101 2 30 

At Bombay, 6664^ consented trees at 4 pice 
or 20 res each ... ... ,,, ... 333 1 90 


Monthly. 
Bs. q. r. 

198 3 15 


Ks- 

2386 1 80 


Total... 12,254 978 1 25 

By what the arrack, house at M4zgaon belonging to the 
aldeaor estate lying there does pay annually fora 
license to seU country arrack 

Total ... 


11,739 3 0 


22 % 0 0 

14,347 0 80 


^ Arrdck is toddy spirit of about 10® under proof ; Pkul (dower) is toddy or makuda 
spirit of and above 10® under ^root^ Nipa^ commonly called Up, is toddy spirit of 40® 
to 50® under proof that is of a little higher strength than the present rdsi (inferior ?) ; 
^ip is occasionally called Bmahk of about 70® under proof, 
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Heretofore a fai^m lias been collected from those who distil arrack 
immjagri dates or otherwise. This was then understood to be 
appropriated to and incorporated in the arrack farm, but there is 
no revenue arising therefrom at present. It is therefore not 
inserted in the above. ^ % 

A Consultation of the 7th August 1741 records ; As the season for 
renewing the licenses to the several punch house-keepers is approaching 
the President desires the opinion of the members whether it may not 
be proper to restrain the number of punch houses, as so many tend to 
encourage the vice of drunkenness among the lower sort of people. 
The Board apprehending it may be extremely detrimental to the 
persons hitherto licensed to carry on that business from the stock they 
may have by them as well as outstanding debts which they will not 
be able to recover, it is agreed to continue the same to those hitherto 
possessed of licenses and now on the spot. But as they die or remove, 
none to be permitted in their room till the licenses are decreased to 
four which is to be the established number.^ 

A Consultation of the 10th June 1742 records certain changes in the 
regulations relating to the arrack farm : Notwithstanding the regu- 
lations laid down in onr diary under the 19tli of December 1741, with 
respect to the arrack farm granted to the Bhandaris under the admin- 
istration of Esuji N^ik their mukddam^ it appears that the individual 
BhancMris are not treated with the justice intended and requisite for 
the good of our Employers*' service. As the evils seem to arise from the 
wukWam administering the said farm, it is proposed the same be no 
longer entrusted to him, but to one Manuell Barretto, subject to the 
following conditions : 

1. The above Manuell Barretto shall, from the first day of June 1742, assume 
the care of this farm and levy from every occupier of cocoanut and brab trees, 
the rate ascertained from such trees, respectively mentioned in the rules laid 
down in our diary of the 19th of December 1741. This will be easily per- 
formed as the inspectors then appointed for counting the trees and knowing 
their several renters are to deliver to the mukddam the account of each man. 
The mukddam must then draw out eveiy distinct personas debt for the month 
and give to each a paper specifying the same, in order to obtain payment. 
When payment is made a receipt must be written on the said paper to serve 
and remain as a voucher in every man’s possession, 

2. The strictest care must be taken that no BhandaYi runs into arrears, 
but is called upon for the payment of every month's debt. It is recommended 
that within twenty days after each month is over, the whole amount of the 
farm be delivered to the Honourable Company’s collector of revenues. The 
said collector is to see to the performance of tiiis and punctually piiss bis 
receipt to the manager of the farm for the respective sums that shall be paid. 

-3. In our precited regulations under the 19th of December 1741, it is 
inserted that the farm stands according to the terms stipulated at Es. 12,000 
a year, exclusive of Es. 500 more which by ancient custom hath been paid by 
the Bhandaris to the Company under the denomination of petty tributes. This 
amount it is presumed had better continue annexed to the method now prac- 
tised of rccoverint^ tliis tribute from the occupier of trees on a snpposal. It 
will fall more fairly in that than in any other mannei\ 


^ Bom. Q-ov. Consultation 19th Dec. i74l»Eub. Diary 14 of, 174041, 

Gov, Consultation ?th Ang. 1741,- Fab. Diary 14 of 174041, TO.- 
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According to the above mte the mm of Rs. 104^1-2-66| must 1)0 
recovered every month and paid to our receiver. Besides this we do 
imagine it to be just to levy the following items for defraying the 
incidental expense^ namely : 

Charges, 

1. To the mvJcddam Esuji Naik for managing the 

body of Bh^ndaris h. .** ... ... 

2. To Maniiell Barretto, tlie manager of the farm . 

3. To the four inspectors appointed for counting 
the trees held by every Bhandari, namely 
Antonio de Monro and Pascoal de Almeida for 
Bombay, and Tome llodriguez with Antonio de 
Azavedo for Maliim, at Es. 10 the month each . 

4. The incident chaiges for under-'Servants to the 
manager of the farm together with oil, paper, 

T:)ag8, twine, by the caicniate in December 
1741 are esteemed at Ks. 66-0-65 the month, 
though it is possible this may be too much 
and may admit of a I'eduction hereaher. Till 
that is known we will compute it the same as 
before ... ... ... 

5. To the servants of the President at DhufU ... 

6. To this add tlie monthly amount as precited to 
be paid tlie Company 


Monthly 


Yearly, 


Ils. 

n. 


Rs. q. 

r. 

20 

0 

0 

240 0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

21:0 0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

480 0 

0 


66 0 65 


793 

.9 


80 

44 


1041 2 66| 12,500 0 0 


Total 


1187 


3 313 


14,263 1 24 


The total to be annually collected from the trees will I® alfout 
Es. 14,263-1-24. 

■Tor satisfying this the eocoanut and brab trees occnjnod by every 
Bhandari must, pursuant to the 1741 regulations, defray the same by 
adding or diminishing the rate of each tree as will best answer the 
sum to be monthly collected as above declared. 

And whereas on the 31st May 1742 Bsuji Nciik the mw/oblnm now 
in trust of the farm stands indebted to the Honourable Company for 
the large sum of Rs. 8172-2-66| for said farm and petty tributes it 
IS hereby directed that Mr. Richard Sanders, who is esteemed equal 'to 
fte trust, does m virtue of our publication to be made take from every 
BhamMn tlie account of what each may be indebted to the time nre- 
named of the 3I_st May 1742, and this to be given him within tweiity 
time of publication. It is likewise farther ordered that 
Hsuji ISaifc the mnkadam does also within twenty da vs give unto ilr 
Sanders_ the true account of every Bhanddri^s real debt, wlietho/for 
arrears in the farm or petty tributes distinguishing each in separate 
columns and to make one total at last. Then by coniiiaring and liquidat- 
ing eveiy ^ns ^eount, we may enforce payment to^Mr. Sanders. 
All recoveries must paid to our Collector of the revenues, and credit 
given unto Lsmi Naik-the m.ukadam for the sums at times so to bo 
made good From the 1st of June 1742 the said Collector must open 
a head on his books for ManueU Barretto, whom we appointed manager 
of the farm who is, however, to he under the control of said Collector 
and, in ease of want of dihgenw integrity or otherwise, a report must 
be made to this Board. Bhandfais like other Gentus having customs 
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peculiar to tkeir castes or sects, it is hereby directed that for deciding 
all matters of dispute, wliether relative to the caste or otherwise, the 
following persons be appointed with a proper authority in writing as a 
standing Council with equal votes, the majority to prevail, namely ; 

1, Esuji ISTaik, mukddam^ 

% Da'dji Naik, Deputy mulcadam^ 

3, Esxifi JSTafik *] 

4, Maduji Zaddi (Jddhav) 

5, Biddji Maliacar I 

6, Gmiji Fadeiicar VPhese seven persons are in the country 

7, Dattoji Zaddi (Jadhav) j language styled ohang/mlds and are of 

8, Eiglioji Zaddi (Jadhav) f the caste called Kettia (Kita). 

9, Habbaji Pistil J 

10. Patti Patil i A Ghavjghxila of the caste called Siiidia (Shinda). 

11. Ben Queny t Do. do. called Ambattia. 

The changhttlds for Maliim are not included in the above as their 
characters are not yet justly inquired into. As Madaji Naik, E£ma Ji 
Naik, Rangu Queny, and Kanoji Ndik have been long employed as 
dtaughidds, and are rendered incapable of farther service purely through 
age they are allowed to rank as chauglmlds until they die without the 
right to vote, but with the allowance of the double koitw or tapping 
knife, that is the exemption of 36 trees free of all duties. The same 
privilege of a double koita of 36 trees must as heretofore continue 
to be given to every chaughula as well as to the deputy mukidam. 
As to the head mulmdam his allowance is before settled at Rs. 20 the 
month. The precited persons nominated as mukddams and chaiighulds 
are to act in their offices immediately on their respective warrants in 
writing being delivered. None of them can be dismissed without the 
direction of the President or if necessary by him and his Council. But 
as many evil consequences may arise by rendering any office perpetual, 
or descending to a successor in nowise equal to the discharge of the 
trust, be it known that the character and ability of the party will be 
punctually considered, and the election of such to office ensue thereupon 
to which purpose a clause will be expressed in the warrant. In case 
the head miikadam Esuji 'Naik cannot or will not assemble the dej)uty 
mukddam and ehaughulds when business requires their meeting, it is 
ordered that the deputy DddajiNdik may, after representing the matter 
to the President and having his consent, issue out his summons for con- 
vening the ehaughulds wheresoever he may direct. Should any of the 
chmghulds omit to come without just reason for his absence, the party 
will he fined Rs. 2 to be levied by the President’s order. When the 
body is assembled, the majority shall prevail and their determination 
be esteemed of equal validity as if the head mukddam had been present. 
Should any of the body of Bhand^ris apprehend himself aggrieved in 
any case or manner whatsoever, he may deliver a petition representing 
the same to the officer in command of the fort guard for being instantly 
committed to the President who will proceed therein as to him sliall 
appear right. The body of Bhandd^ris within the district of Bombay 
being 418 men, namely 200 of the Kettia and Gaur caste, and tko 
remainder 119 Sindias and 99 Ambattias, it is fixed that the Kettias be 
divided into seven eomj)anies to be eordtinandedi by the seven before- 
named ehaughuldh oi that caste. The Sindias to be commanded by 
B 100(i~4G 
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Patti Patil^ also a chaughida and an old inhabitant. And the Ambat- 
tias by Sayan Queny (Siva Kini?) another chaiKjhiila} To these 
several persons in command orders must be given by oiir Captain Com- 
mandant to assemble their , respective com 2 >anies as may at any time be 
required ; and then only may the muhddam Esuji Naik or in his absence 
Dadji Naik assume the command of all. Here it is to be observed that 
no company of the Bhandaris do appear in a body of more or less with 
arms without first receiving an order in writing from our^ Captain 
Commandant. The rules laid down in December 1741 make ifc easy to 
compute the tax necessary to be levied on every tree for defraying the 
monthly farm and incidental charges. It sometimes happens that some 
of the Bhandaris bring Goa arrack as well as country arrack from the 
tJontinentj and sell it to the sole profit of such seller though the farm is 
let to the whole in a body and each should as near as possible receive a 
benefit. To meet this diffienlty it is proposed that the said Goa and 
country arrack brought from the continent be subject to a certain 
taxation to be hereafter fixed as the Bhanddris shall among themselves 
with Manuell Barretters approval ; the proceeds being thrown into 
the common farm stock towards easing the incidental charge of manage- 
ment. Until this matter is finally determined it is expressly ordered 
that, previous to the carrying the same to any man^s dwelling, all 
Goa and country arrack from the continent shall be reported to Manuell 
Barretto the manager of the farm, who must register the same in order 
to levy the tax which shall be agreed on hereafter. 

On serious debate of what is above preeited the Board entirely 
agree in opinion with the President and consider tliat the methods laid 
down by him for the administration appear the best calculated. It is 
therefore directed the same be instantly put in execution and strictly 
observed.^ 

A Consultation on the 18th October 1742 records: The President 
observes that since onr nomination of Manuell Barretto to the manage- 
ment of the arrack farm he seems to have acted with great uprightness. 
In spite of this he meets with many insults from some of the 
BhancMris, two of whom in particular had accused him of indirect 
practices though the contrary was evidently clear. As such behaviour if 
passed without notice will in the end bring many inconveniences, 
besides contempt of ourselves by whom the person is appointed, it is 
agreed to direct Mr. Thomas Marsh, Chief of Mahim at which place 
the two present offenders inhabit, to make inquiry whether they have 
any family possessions upon this island. If not, then in the most 
public manner to give them each twenty lashes and send them to the 
other side. Should their removal be pi’odnetive of detriment to their 
farnilies or estates, then to increase their punishment to 89 stripes. 
This we hope may have the good effect of deterring others from the like 
refractory conduct,^ 


* Kini is a common surname among the Son Kolis of M^tunga and Sion. 

® Bom. Gov. Consultation 10th J'une 3742, Pub. Diary 16 of 174142, 272 - 278. 
3 Bom. Gov, Consultation 18th Oct, 1742, Pub, Diary 16 of 1741-42, 403 - 404. 
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A Consultation of tlio 14th February 1744 records : Read a petition 
from certain cliauglmlds of the Bhand^ris, requesting the continuance 
of some peculiar rights such as distributing betel and sandalwood on 
their public festivals, which the new chaughulds would deprive them of . 
On recourse to the Diary under the 6th (10th) of June 1742 we find the 
new chaughidds were appointed to command the Bhanddris in a military 
capacity. At the same time the former chaughulds were not excluded 
from the abovementioned privilege. It is therefore to^ be continued in: 
the same manner as formerly.-^ 

A Consultation of the 3rd June 1743 records: The term of the 
arrack farm to the Bhanddris being near expired, the President moves 
for taking into consideration that part of the Honourable Company *^8 
revenues. How far is it consistent with the Company's interest to 
continue that favour to the Bhanddris, who to this time have paid no 
more than Rs. 12,500 yearly, when it is acknowledged in the Consulta- 
tion of the 12th July 1737 that Rs. 14,300 a year could then have 
been had for the farm and in all probability more will now be offered. 
It is remarked the only reason ever assigned for gratifying the- 
Bhandaris in so extraordinary a manner was their being of a military 
caste and likely to be of service in defence of the place on an attack. 
Admitting that some of them know the use of arms and have a common 
share of resolution, it is uncertain the number of such would be found 
very considerable. On the other hand it is certainly our duty to 
increase our Honourable Employers'^ revenues in such a reasonable 
manner as they will bear without oppressing any part or caste of 
people upon the island. In any case should there be any occasion for 
such military service as the Bhand4ris can perform, they may be paid 
for it according to their deserts. One great evil which arises from the 
farm being kept in the Bhandari^s hands is the great number of houses 
which sell arrack, whereby frequent disturbances happen in the 
garrison from the people being in liquor, and, when absent, the officers 
know not where to look for them which often gives them time to- 
desert. On the whole it is the unanimous opinion of this Board that 
the arrack farm be put to public auction on the 6th July and let to 
the highest bidder for three years ensuing to commence from the 1st 
August next, and that the terms and conditions of the said farm be* 
speedily prepared, and public notice be given of the same.® 

A Consultation of the 6th July 1743 records : This being the day 
appointed for putting to auction the arrack farm for three years, a 
letter is presented and read signed by Savaji Dharamset representing* 
ill-health prevented his coming abroad, but that he was willing to give 
Rs. 27,000 for the said farm on the conditions which have been shown 
publicly at the custom house. He desired the farm might be put up at 
this rate and if no advance was made he declared his acceptance thereof, 
and desired he might be mentioned as the farmer and would give 
security for performing the conditions. The doors were thrown open 
and all persons admitted when the conditions were read and explained 
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in the country language, and the farm put up at Rs. 27,000 as request- 
ed by Savaji Dharamset. No one advancing on that sum, after waiting 
a considerable time,, it was cried down and Savaji Dharamset declared 
the farmer.^ The following are the details of tMs agreement r 

That the said President and Council doth by these presents grant unto Savaji 
Dharamset the arrack farm and mit salami or toddy knife tax of this island of 
Bombay for three years at the rate of Ks. 27,000 a year to be made good and 
paid to the said President and Council or their successors in manner following : 
That is to say two months from the date hereof or on the 1st of October the 
sum of Rs. 4500 and from thenceforward on the 1st of every month the sum of 
Rs. 2250 until the expiry of this farm. In coaisideration of these payments the 
following conditions and privileges are granted the said faimer. That all the 
Indian inhabitants of this island be forbid to bring or sell on it any sort of 
arrack commonly called parriar arrack (a native spirit) under penalty of Rs. 50 
for every offence the fine to be divided between the Honourable Company and 
the farmer* Should they or any foreign merchants bring Goa anucK for sale 
and shall not be able to vend the same to the English inhabitants, the importer 
in such case shall be obliged to tender it to the farmer* Upon his refusing 
to buy it the importer may then be at liberty to sell it to any of the country 
people, the buyer paying the farmer one rupee a (man?) fov such liberty. 
At the same time the buyer shall be obliged to sell not less than one-eiglith part 
of a hogshead at one time on penalty of Rs. 50 for every offence to be divided 
as aforementioned. Ko Bhandari shall distil arrack of any kind without leave 
from the farmer. Upon his obtaining leave he shall be obliged to sell such 
arrack to the farmer at Es. 2-3-0 the Bombay of 50 sers as hath been 
eus ternary, Neither shall the Blianddri buy or sell any arrack on penalty of 
Rs. 50 to be divided between the Honourable Company and the farmer. In 
case any of the caste of people called Parsis or others shall buy or distil fox* 
sale or distil for use any arrack or spirits, the person so offending shall be 
liable to the aforesaid penalty to be divided as aforementioned. The farmer , 
may set up three shops for selling arrack at Bombay to the European soldiers 
and sailors, namely one at a convenient distance without each of the town 
gates, and, in like manner, one at MaJhim, and one at Sion. He may set up 
other shops for selling arrack to the natives to such a number as he shall think 
proper, the Honourable Company allowing ground for that purpose as well as 
for the five shops permitted as aforesaid. All charges of building shall be on 
the farmer’s account. The farmer shall not sell, or permit to be sold by those 
under his dix-ection, any kind of arrack to the European soldiers or sailors at 
. other shops or places than at the five shops mentioned in the foregoing 
article under the penalty of Rs. 50 for each offence to be paid to the Honoxir- 
able Company. Nor shall he entertain any European soldiers or sailors after 
sunset,. or suffer them to be drunk at his shops. In case any such soldiers or 
, sailors will not depart or return to the barracks, then the farmer or his people 
shall give notice to the officers of the gates who will send a guard for them. 
But if the farmer or his servants shall neglect to acquaint the officers, the 
fainier shall be fined Rs. 50 and the servants punished as they may deserve. 
Should the seliing country arrack to such persons be forbidden the fanner 
must pay a strict regard to all such orders or be liable to the fine already 
mentioned in this article for every such offence. The farmer shall sell his 
' double distilled arrack at 7 pice the ser and single distilled at 4 pice the 
ser fall measure, and without^ any mixture of water so that any person 
buying arrack shall see that it is good and fuU measure before he carries it 
from^ the shop. If it proves bad or short in measure the person so endear 
vouring to impose upon the buyer shall, if the buyer insists upon it, go with 
him and carry the arrack to the clerk of the market. If the complaint be 
found just the farmer or his servant shall besuhrject to the penalty of 16 laris 
for every offence to be paid to the clerk of the market as was formerly 
customary. No complaint shall be admitted after the arrack has been carried 


} Pub, Diary 16 of 1743, 174 - 175. 
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by the buyer from the shop; The fazandars of this island shall be obliged to 
let the Bhandciris have thi'ee coeoanut trees in the 100 for drawing toddy at 
the price of six pice the month for each tree as hath been customary. Further 
as the fazandavs have allowed the Bhandaris a greater number of trees than 
the three per cent aforementioned at their own rate, they shall not take them 
away during the term of this lease, and the farmers of the Gompany’soarts 
on this island shall allow the said farmer three trees out of every 100 at 
the customary rates. But the farmers of the oarts may let the farmer of the 
arrack rent have in the whole to the amount of . . . the thousand trees upon 
the terms they shall agree with. The Bhandjiris, who may have leave from 
the farmer to draw toddy and distil arrack, shall pay him monthly for each 
tree ten and twenty pice or 50 and 100 res that is they shali pay 10 pice 
or 50 Q^es for the trees hired from the fazanddrs at their own rates and 20 pice 
or 100 res for the trees which he has as the three per cent on the said 
fazandafrs’ estate. That should the farmer suspect or have notice of any 
persons distilling or selling arrack, he has liberty to make search with the 
proper officers as hath been customary. And in like manner he may examine 
any boats or vessels, and where any arrack, except such as by these articles is 
allowed to he imported, or utensils for distilling it are found, they shall be 
forfeited and the party offending be fined Es. 50 to be divided between the 
Honourable Company and the farmer. That the muMdam Esiiji H4ik, four 
cliaugJmlds and three pdtils of Bombay with five pdtils of Mdhim shall he 
obliged to assist and serve the farmer receiving no more than is customary 
for such assistance. That is the mwMcf am shall nave two colts and each of the 
chaughulds SbTid petals one coit. From the two coits the mtikdda7!i may as 
usual make arrack and sell it in his own house. He must not sell it elsewhere 
without being subject to the penalty aforementioned. And although the 
ckaughulds and pdtils may distil their coits, they must as hath been customary 
sell such arrack to the farmer or be liable to the fine aforementioned. In 
ease the fai*nier shall receive damage in his farm by any unforeseen accident, 
such as war, dearth, famine, pestilence, or the like, the Company will make 
him such an abatement in his rent as may be judged reasonable by the 
Governor and Council or by any other chosen for that purpose. Should the 
farmer for the recovery of his debts and dues have occasion to put any of the 
Bhandaids under chaig’e of the guard the several officers at the gates, custom 
house, and out-posts will be directed to receive such person, and to give the 
farmer in all other respects such assistance as hath been usual heretofore. 
He shall also be allowed six sepoys for collecting his debts and every Bhanddri 
that shall be delivered into the custody of the guard must pay no niore than 
six pice at his release. In confirmation whereof the said President and 
Council have caused the common seal of the said Honourable Company to be 
affixed in Bombay Castle this first day of August 1748. By order of the 
Honourable W. Wake Esqr. President and Governor and Council of Bombay. 

(Signed) SAMUEL PRICE, 
Secretary. 

Although it is declared iu the above that the farmer of the Company's 
trees should allow the farmer of the arrack rent three trees out of every 
100 at the customary rates, the same is hereby revoked and instead 
thereof it is stipulated that the said farmers of the Oompany^s trees 
sliall allow the farmer of the arrack rent only one and a half out 
of every 100 trees at the customary rate of 6^ pice a month for each 
tree. Notwithstanding the number of shops for selling arrack are 
settled, the said farmer is hereby further allowed to erect a shop within 
the town for selling arrack to the Natives. He is expressly forbid to 
sell any arrack at the said shop to European soldiers or seamen under 
such penalty as , the President and Council shall think fit to inflict,^ 


1 Pub. Diary 16 of 1743, 342 » 347. 
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On the subject o£ the arrack farm, iu a letter dated the 13th March 
1743^ the Court of Directors write : In case the new channel that 
the arrack f ai*m was put into was not eSectual to remedy all the 
abuses that for several years the Bhanddris have laboured under 
from the mukdclams, you will do well to free that useful set of people 
from all hardships^ by some other regulation of that concern, as far as 
you are able.*^ 

A Consultation of the 30th August 1743 records : Messrs. Dudley 
Owen and Munro deliver their report of their enquiry into the dispute 
between the arrack and cart farmers and it is ordered to be entered 
after this Consultation. As the matters in contest are therein so fully 
set forth, as well as the way of remedying them in an equitable 
manner to all parties, this Board unanimously approve and confirm 
what is proposed in the said report which in future is to be esteemed 
as the act of the whole CounciL It is to be observed that, in order to 
satisfy them, the arrack farmer, notwithstanding the price he is allowed 
to receive from the Bhandaiis for drawing toddy, promises they shall 
pay only 15 pice a month for each tree in the district of M^him. 

The text of Messrs. George Dudley, Edward Owen, and J ohn Munro s 
report, dated Bombay 30th August 1743, is as follows: Pursuant to our 
Honourable Presidents orders, we have enquired into the disputes and 
differences that have happened between the farmers of the Honourable 
Company’s oarts and the arrack renter and the fazandfc of MAhim. We 
have likewise enquired into the pretensions of the Bhandaris and now lay 
before your Honour what appeared to us from our examination. By 
the tenour of the present arrack renter^s lease, the farmers of the Honour- 
able Company's oarts and the £azand5,rs of the island, are obliged to let 
Bhand5.ris have three eocoanut trees in the hundred for drawing toddy 
at the price of 61 pice a month for each tree. The oart farmers and 
fazand5.rs of Maliim refuse to give the said three per cent trees to the 
Bhand5;ris for the following reasons. The oart farmers say there is no 
article in their lease which obliges them to give the three per cent trees 
to the Bhandaris, But as it was usual for the President and Council to 
let the Bhandaiis have three thousand of the Honourable Oompany^’s trees 
at a less price than they gave the £azau<Mrs for trees hired of them by 
agreement, we judge this indulgence was granted in lieu of the three 
per cent trees and therefore think it hut reasonable that the oart 
farmers should either let the Bhandaris have a certain number of trees 
at an under-rate as the President and Council did, or give them part 
of the three per cent trees. This our opinion we signified to the oart 
farmers, who after some hesitation consented to give the Bhandaris one 
tree and a half in every hundred, with which the arrack renter is 
contented. But the oart farmers seem to expect that they shall be 
entirely eased of this duty at the expiration of the present arrack 
farm and not be obliged to give the one and a half per cent trees to 
the succeeding arrack renter. They likewise hope your Honours will 
permit them to give those one and a half per cent trees out of the 


1 Pub; Dcp, Court’s Letters Yol. 3 of 1742- 1751, 41. 
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iinmber o! those wMch jou obliged them to keep for bearmg of fruit, 
and not from the three thousand trees assigned in their lease for 
drawing of toddy. By this concession of the oart farmers we compute 
they will suffer a yearly loss of about Rs. 418 which goes 
chiefly to the arrack renter. The fazanddrs of M^hini by the 
arrack renter^s lease are obliged to give the three per cent trees to the 
Bhand4ris ; but the Mahim fazandirs object to this condition as uncus- 
tomary, and desire they may be excused. They sa}^ the same has never 
been exacted from them in time past, and was taken heretofore from 
the fazand^rs of Bombay district only. On enquiry into the matter, 
it appears to us by an article in the former arrack rent leases, that the 
district of M^him was subject to allow the three per cent trees as well 
as the district of Bombay, and this the fazandars of Bombay and Mahim 
,j*ointly acknowledged in a petition delivered by them to President 
Cowan in 1732 when they desired liberty to import arrack from the 
other side for their feasts and christenings. The reason why the three 
per cent trees have not hitherto been demanded from the M^him 
fazandars seems to be because they before let the trees to the Bhandaris 
at an under-rate. As they have been from year to year gradually raising 
the price of their trees, and this last year brought the Bhandaris to 
accept of only six trees a month for a rapee instead of eight and ten 
and sometimes twelve given in former years, and moreover as the 
Mahim trees pay less pension to the Honourable Company than the 
Bombay trees, it cannot but appear to us unreasonable and unequitable 
that the Mdhim fazandars should he exempted from this three per 
cent trees, while the Bombay fazandars are obliged to pay it. We do 
not find the Bhandaris have any real and just cause of complaint, as 
the price given them by the farmers for their arrack of two and three 
quarters rupees a man yields them according to the best information 
we have been able to obtain a clear yearly profit of near Es. 50,000, 
notwithstanding the present high price given by them for coeoanut 
trees to draw the toddy from. This sum we esteem more than sufficient 
to maintain them and their families, being near Es. 6 a month for the 
labour of each man supposing their number to be seven hundred men. 
We submit the whole to the consideration and determination of your 
Honour.^ 

The settlement proposed by the Committee seems to have failed to 
give satisfaction. Two years later, Consultation of the 1st March 1745, 
the Board were considering a petition from the Bhandaris setting forth 
some hardships they allege they labour under from the farmers of the 
Honourable Oompany^s oarts and fazandars of whom they hire trees 
for drawing toddy. On this a Committee was appointed and made a 
report which was approved. The portions of the Diary containing the 
report are torn.^ 

In the following year (1746) the Bhanddris made a fresh petition, 
A Consultation of 20th June 1746 records : Read a letter from sundry 
Bhanddris setting forth in behalf of themselves and as representatives 
of their caste the great sufferers they have been by reason of the ariack 

* Pub. Diary 16 of 1743, 218 - 223, ® P«b. Diary 18 of 1745, 87-88, 97 - 98, 221, 
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farm having been these three years past in the hands^ of Shivaji 
Dharamset and desiring that as the time approaches for leasing out the 
said farm it may be let to them for the term of five years. In 
consideration of this they offer to give the Honourable Company the 
sum of Es, 30^000 a year to be paid on the same terms on wliich the last 
farmer held. For security of the just and punctual payment thereof 
they proffer Manuel Barrefcto farther offering to take whatever arrack 
may remain in the former farmer^s hands at the rate he bought it, and 
likewise pay for the shops built for vending the arrack and the utensils 
belonging to the said farm at a valuation put upon them by indifferent 
persons appointed by ns. This proposal being debated two objections 
occur why we should demur immediately accepting the same, one is 
because it is usual to let farms to the highest bidder at the public out- 
cry ; the other is because the, time now desired exceeds the customary 
term of years the said farm has been leased. In reply to the first of 
these ohjections it is observed that the present offer is Rs. 3000 more 
than the arrack farm was let for last term, and, although it might 
possibly yield something more if disposed of al: public auction, yet 
considering that by accepting this offer the frequent complaints the 
Bhandaris made during the last three years will in all probability cease, 
tlie Board is of opinion that for these reasons the first objection 
will ajjpear to be removed. In order to remove the objection to 
the excessive term of the farm the Bhandaris and their security 
Manuel Barretto were called in. The President tells them that as 
the term the arrack farm has always been let for is only three years, 
the Board does not choose to alter the customary method by granting 
it to them for five. To this they replied that the sum they offered is 
greater than ever the arrack farm was let for and as the first year %vill 
be chiefly spent in preparations for carrying on the business they hope 
to be indulged with an additional two years or they shall be sufferers 
by advancing so considerably on this farm. All this being duly 
considered by the Board it is unanimously agreed that the arrack farm 
be let to D4dji Nd.ik and all the Bhandaris belonging to this island on the 
terms they propose, Manuel Barretto being security for them to the 
Honourable Company and they allowing \kQ7mikddam two coits and the 
chaughulds mipdtils one eoit each as has heretofore been customary. 
Directed therefore that the Secretary prepare articles to be inter- 
changedly passed between the Honourable Company and said renters 
on the 1st of August next being the time the present farmer's 
lease expires and a separate bond to be executed by Manuel Barretto 
as security for the punctual payment of the rent in the usual 
manner.-^ 

The following are the details of the articles of agreement made 
and entered into between the Honourable William Wake Esq.., 
President and Governor of Bombay in Council on the part and on 
behalf of the Honourable United , East India Company and DMaji 


* Pub, Diary 19 of l!746, 107-199. CoU that is hoita, properly a tapping knife, 
means the number of trees that one man can tap. According to the records 18 is the 
total. 



Materials.] 


AND ISLAND.. ' ' 361 

Naik and all the Bhandari inhabitants of this island on the other part 
for farming the arrack rents and aut that is toddy-knife 

tax of this island for the term of five years beginning from the 1st 
August 1746 and ending 1st August 1751 at the rate of Rs. 30^,000 a 
year. The administration of this farm by the appointment of all the 
Bhandaris to be with Manuel Barretto who is security for the due 
payment of the rent to the Honourable Company; 

Tkat the said President and Council do by these presents grant xinto 
BMdji Naili and all the Bhand4ris the arrack farm and amt SialaMi oi this 
island Bombay, for five years at the yearly rate of Rs. 30,000 which sum the 
said Badaji Ndik and Mannel Barretto with the assistance of the muhddam 
cliaughulds and pdtih are to divide amongst all the Bhandaris and is to be 
made good and paid to the said President and Council or to their successors 
in manner following : that is to say three months from the date hereof or on 
the 1st day of November the sum of Rs. 2500 and so on successively on the 
first day of every month until the expiration of this farm when the full 
amount is to be paid. In consideration of this the following conditions and 
privileges are granted the said farmers ; That ail the Indian inhabitants of 
this island of what quality soever be forbid to bring sell or distil on it 
either for sale or for their own use any sort of arrack single, double, treble, 
or rice and jdg^n (raw sugar) arrack without leave from the said Dadiiji Ndik 
and other farmers as has been customary on penalty of Bs. 50, one-half to the 
Honourable Company and the other to the said farmers. And when they or 
any foreign merchants shall bring Goa arrack for sale and shall not be able 
to vend the same among the English inhabitants the importer in ^ucli case 
shall be obliged to tender it to the farmers and upon their refusing to buy it 
may then be at liberty to sell it to any of the country people. At the same 
time the buyer shall be obliged to sell not less than a hogshead at one time on 
penalty of Bs, 50 for every offence appropriated as aforementioned. That 
the said farmers may set up four shops at Bombay, namely three to vend 
arrack to the European soldiers and sailors and no moi’e, that is to say, one 
at a convenient distance without each of the town gates and in like manner 
one witliin the town wall to sell only to the natives, and two other shops 
namely one at M^him and one at Sion. At the same time they may sell 
arrack at their own houses without the town to the natives or set up as many 
other shops as they shall think proper for that purpose the Honourable Com- 
pany allowing them ground for the same as well as for the five shops, and 
all charges of building shall be on the farmers’ account. That the farm- 
ers shall not sell, or permit to be sold by those under their direction, any 
kind of arrack to the European soldiers or sailors at their own houses or at 
other shops than those five mentioned in the foregoing article under tlie 
penalty of Bs, 50 for each offence to be paid to the Honourable Company, 
nor shall they entertain any European soldier or sailor after sunset or 
suffer them to be drunk at their shops. In case any such soldiers or 
sailors will not depart or return to the barracks then the said Ddd^ji Ndik 
or his people shall give notice to the officers of the gates who will send a 
guard for them. But if the said Bdddji Ndik or his people neglect to 
acquaint the officers, he shall be fined Bs. 50 and the servants or other 
Bhanddris punished as they may deserve. That the fai’mers shall sell tbejr 
B 1006—46 
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double distilled arrack at 7 pice the sm' and single distilled at 4 pice the 
ser full measure and without any mixture, so that any person baying arrack 
shall see that it is good and full measure before he carries it from the shop. 
If it proves bad or short in measure, the person so endeavouring to impose 
upon the buyer shall, if the buyer insists upon it, go with him and caiu’y the 
arrack to the clerk of the market, and, if the complaint has been found just, 
the farmers or their servants shall be subject to the penalty of 16 larees 
for every offence, to be paid to the clerk of the market as customary. No 
complaint shall be admitted after the arrack has been carried by the buyer 
from the shop except in manner aforesaid. That, as has been customary 
except in the Honourable Company’s oarts, tlie fazandars of this island 
shall be obliged to let the Bhandafris have three cocoanufc trees in every 100 
for drawing toddy at the price of 6|- pice a month for each tree. And as 
the fazandaJrs have allotted to the Bhaiidafris a greater number of trees than 
the three per cent aforementioned at their own rate, the fazandars shall 
not take the trees away till the said Bhandafris are provided with others. 
In case any dispute should arise between any of the fazanclaJrs and Bhan- 
dafris concerning the goodness of the trees, the same is_to be decided by a 
proper person appointed by the Collector for that purpose. The farmers of 
the Honourable Company’s oarts may let them have 3000 cocoanut trees 
as permitted by their lease and likewise furnish them with 2000 more upon 
the terms they shall agree upon if the oart-farmers think proper. That no 
Bhandafris shall release or give up their trees so occupied without first 
acquainting the said Dafdafji NaJik who will enquire into it and give leave 
if he thinks proper. In this case the said trees must be allotted to other 
Bhand^ris. Should the farmers suspect or have notice of any persons dis- 
tilling or selling arrack thqy have liberty to search with proper officers as 
has been customary and in like manner they may examine any boats or 
vessels. When any arrack except such as by these articles is allowed to 
he imported or utensils for distributing it are found, they shall he fore- 
feited and the party offending fined Rs. 50, half to the Honourable Com- 
pany and half to the farmers. The mnkddam Esuji Naik, the chmighulds 
and pdiils of Bombay and Mafhim shall be obliged to help the farm and 
give their assistance to the managers thereof receiving no more than is cus- 
tomary for such assistance. That is to say the muhddam shall have two 
coHb (holtds that is the number of palms one man or toddy-knife can tap) 
iind esich ot the clmughuMf> imA pdtils one coiL In case the farmers shall 
receive damage in their farm by any unforeseen accident such as war, dearth, 
famine, pestilence, or the like the Honourable Company will make them 
such an abatement in their rent as may be judged reasonable by the Gov- 
ernor and Council. Should the farmez'S for the recovery of their debts and 
dues have occasion to put any person under charge of the guard, the several 
officers at the gates custom-house and outposts will be directed to receive 
such persons and to give the farmers in all other respects such assistance 
as has been usual. They shall also be allowed ten sepoys for collecting 
their debts and every person that shall be delivered into the custody of the 
guard must pay no more than six pice at his release. In case any of the 
Bhanddris do not duly pay the oart-farmers or fazandarrs for their cocoanut 
trees used by the BhandaJris for drawing toddy, the Bhandaris must he 
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impeded by the said fazandaJrs and oart-farmers by tying round the trees 
a green cocoanut ieaf.^ If that will not induce the Bliandd.ris to give satis- 
faction, application must be made to the Collector or the Chief of Ma'hiin 
who will take the proper methods to oblige them. But the said oart- 
farmers or the said fazalld^J^rs shall take no other methods to oppress them 
under pretence of recovering their debts. In confirmation whereof to that 
part of the agreement which remains with the said Dafdafji ISTa^ik and the 
rest of the Blianda?ris the said President and Council have caused the com- 
mon seal of the said Honourable Company to be affixed and to the other 
part the said Dddafji Naik and the underwritten as representatives of all 
the Bhandafris have set their hands and seals this the first day of August 
1746. In the presence of Thomas Hodges and Titus Scott.^ 

0£ the management of tbe Tobacco Farm between 1720 and 1744 
the following details are recorded : 

At a Consultation of the 22nd March 1720, Mr. Midford being 
called upon for his proposal concerning the tobacco farm and offering 
no more than Rs. 19,000 for one year, it was esteemed too little. 
After debate it was agreed in consideration that many of our fighting 
sepoys are discharged and two of the largest frigates employed out of 
Bombay, it would be for the interest of our Honourable Masters could 
we bring the amount to the last yearns figure Es. 20,100. If not, 
rather than let this branch of their revenues be too much lowered, we 
would keep it in the Company's hands. The merchants and other 
inhabitants were thereupon called in and the farm jjut up to public 
sale at Rs. 6000 when Pasquel Bareitto appeared the highest bidder 
at Rs. 20,105. Ordered that the Secretary draw out conditions of the 
sale and his covenants for paying the money accordingly.^ 

On the 6th February 1724 by order of the Bombay Council the 
Secretary writes to Sui-at : The farmers of the tobacco rent being in 
want of tobacco for the use of the island I am directed by the Presi- 
dent and Council to order you to provide 1500 ma7is of such sorts as 
L^ldds will inform ; and send it down by the first conveyance.^ 

On the 19th February 1725 the Bombay Secretary writes to Surat: 
I am ordered by the President and Council to direct you to send us by 
first conveyance 1500 mans of tobacco for the use of the farmers.^ 

On the 6th March 1725 they further write; Make a provision of 
2500 mans instead of 1500 as directed before. They add a postscript : 
Let there be an equal quantity of the three several sorts of tobacco 
provided in the abovementioned parcel and mark the bales that we may 
be able to distinguish each sort here.^ 


^ The practice of preventing climbers by tying a green cocoanut leaf round the 
trunk of a cocoanut tree has now almost ceased. The sense seems to be that to step 
over the green leaf was an insult which the tree-spirit would not endure. 

2 Pub. Diary 19 of 1746, 242 - 246. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 22nd Mar. 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 27. Forrest’s Home 
Series H 1 . 

^ Bombay to Surat 6th Feb. 1724, Surat Pact. Diary 612 of 1723 - 1725. 

® Bombay to Surat 19th Feb. 1725, Surat Pact., Diary 612 of 1723-1725. 

® Bombay to Surat 6th March 1725,. Surat Pact# Diary 612 of 1723 * 1725* 
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k Oonsultatioix of the 19th July 1728 records : The fanners oE the 
tobacco rent present a petition to the Board praying that in considera- 
tion of the scarcity from Surat floods and the consequent great price it 
liath been at this last season they may have leave to charge one 
iugeruk the tola more than usual on tobacco retailed. Agreed that 
liberty be given them to charge one bugemk the tola on the retail of 
tobacco until by the price becoming more reasonable we see fit 
again to reduce it to the former rate.b 

On the 30th March 1730 the Bombay Secretary writes toSmat^. 
At the request of our tobacco farmers the Honourable the President has 
ordered me to write you to provide 800 mans of tobacco of the second 
and third sorts, an equal quantity of each ; and send it down by any 
good conveyance that ofiers before the rains.^ 

On the 1st February 1732 the Bombay Secretary writes to Surat : 
I am ordered by the Honourable President and Council to desire you 
would provide 800 mans of the first and best tobacco and the like 
quantity of the second sort for the use of the tobacco farmers of 
this place with all expedition, and send it hither by the Nassau or any 
other safe conveyance that shall offer, and debit this Presidency for 
the amount. You ai’e desired to be very careful to make choice of 
what is good and to obtain it as cheap as possible,^ 

A Consultation of the 5th January 1783 records: This being the 
day appointed for letting of the tobacco rent for three years more to 
commence the 25th of March next ensuing, the doors are thrown open 
and the principal inhabitants and merchants ai*e called in and the 
conditions of the said rent are explained and declared. Bhiku Sinay 
being the highest bidder for the said rent at Rs. 28,200 a year for 
three years, the same is let to him and he declares his partner to be 
N^r^yan Kdmdti. The advance upon the former rent is Rs. 27 OO a 
year. They are ordered to prepare the necessary securities for the 
performance of covenants.* 

The Snrat Factory Diary of thei2th May 1733 has the following 
entry : We forwarded our packet of yesterday^s date to the Honourable 
the President and Council, and enclosed we sent an invoice of tobacco 
provided by Rdmehandra Ndik, the agent for the Bombay to^cco 
farmers, amounting to Es. 17,583 and 55 pice.^ 

On the 31st January 1736, on the expiry of the three years term of 
the tobacco farm, the following entry is recorded : According to the 
public notice given for letting the tobacco rent for three years from 
the 25th March next, sundry merchants now attending are called in 
and the conditions explained to them as entered at large after this 
Consultation. The farm is then put up to be let to the highest bidder 
who appears to be Bhiku Sinay at the rate of Rs. 29,225 a year* 


Bora. Gov. Consultation 19th July 1728, Pub, Diary 3 of 1727-28, 143. 

3 Bombay to Surat 30th March 1730, Surat Fact. Diary 614 of 1729 - 1732 
3 Bombay to Surat 1st Fob, 1732, Surat Fact. Diary 614 of 1729-1732. 

Bora. Gov, Consultation 5th Jan. 1733, Pub. Diary 5 of 1732-33, 7, 

^ Surat Fact. Diary 12th May 1733 VoL 616 of 1733-34, 15. 
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The farm is accordingly let to him for three years at that rate, which, 
allowing for exchange, is Es. 2025 a year more than the last rent.^ 


^ The following are the details of the contract : 

Articles of agreement between the Honourable John Home Esqr. President 
and Governor of Bombay and Council and Bhiku Binay Hevrekar and Manoel 
Be Jesus renters of the tobacco farm on the island Bombay : (1) The said 
renters shall have liberty to sell tobacco at ten bujernks the tola of thirty-two 
All tobacco brought by any person of what quality or condition soever 
from any place to this island without special license from the said renters shall 
be contiscated, and the owner of the vessel whereon it may be brought shall pay a 
fine of Es. 300 of which one-quarter part shall be given to the informer and one- 
half of the remainder to the Honourable Company and the rest to the aforesaid 
renters. Any person buying tobacco at the tobacco shops having any scruple 
touching the weight of the same, shall there immediately make known the same, and 
not being heard or regard had to their complaints they may immediately apply 
themselves to the Worshipful the Deputy Governor, carrying with them the musters 
of tobacco. But in case they buy any tobacco or carry it away without first making 
a complaint, when any doubt arises concerning the weight their objections shall not 
be admitted. (2) All persons bringing tobacco to this island with a written license 
from the aforesaid renters shall pay unto them an acknowledgment of half a Xeraphin 
(54 as,) each Bombay ; nor shall he be permitted to make sale thereof either by 
wholesale or retail to the inhabitants of Bombay but only to the merchants abroad 
in parcels of five mans and upwards ; when such tobacco happens to come into any river 
under the jurisdiction of Bombay, he it landed or exported, it shall pay the aforesaid 
acknowledgment. Any person acting contrary thereto shall be subject to the 
prementioned penalty of forfeiting Hs. 300. (3) That all tobacco imported by the afore- 
said farmers for the benefit of the said farm shall pay a custom of nine per cent, as 
hath always been paid ^ and all persons being inclined to sell country snuffor Portugal 
snuff or snuff called (^ansct shall first ask leave of the aforesaid renters and agree with 
them ; and whoever shall presume to act contrary thereto shall pay a fine of one 
hundred crusadoes, one-half to the Honourable Company and the other to the said 
farmers. Also such snuff or gansa as shall be exposed to sale without their license shall 
be seized and converted to the use of said farmers. (4) That the Honourable Com- 
pany shall find them proper lodges and warehouses in good repair not only for the keep- 
ing ^ their tobacco but also shops for its sale and no person shall presume to molest 
or affront the said farmers or their people serving under them, on penalty of paying a 
fine of Es. 300, half to the Honourable Company and half to the said farmers • 
besides such further punishment as the affront may deserve. (5) That the said 
renters having notice of any snuff or tobacco being run they shall have liberty to 
make search m ships houses or other places where they shall have suspicion or 
knowledge of the fact ; and on discovery being made all tobacco or snuff so found or 
discovered shall he confiscated to said farmers ; and the party offending shall pay a 
fine of Rs. 300, half to the Honourable Company and half to the said farmers. ((>) 
All tobacco landed on the island of Bombay by any person whatever shall he lodged 
in a warehouse under the key of said farmers. Incase the customer think it con- 
venient to have another lock to the same he may do it j and any person whatever 
disputing or cavilling about these conditions and privileges, unless he be a party 
concerned, shall be subject to a fine of Rs, 300, half to the Honourable Company and 
half to the said farmers. (7) That the said farmers shall make just and full 
payment of the amount of said farm being in aU Rs. 87,075 in thirty-six equal monthly 
payments of Rs. 2435-l-66§, the first instalment to be paid two months from the 
present date m silver or pice at the rate of eighty pice to the rupee, and the amount 
of the tobacco which the Honourable Company may supply them withal shall be 
made good m like manner, (8) That when the Sidi’s fleet may arrive in any ports 
belonging to this island the said renters shall have liberty to make search on board 
them and all tobacco found shall he shut up in a warehouse under their key whilst 
the said fleet may remain here. The people belonging to the fleet shall be obliged 
to buy from the foresaid farmers all tobacco they require for their use: and at their 
departure any tobacco so deposited shall be redeHvered them. To this purpose an 
^ appointed to afford the farmers the necessary helps, obliging all 

refractory persons to pay the said farmers their due without any pro(4ss, ahd ahaU 
likewise tend them the n^essary guards to assist them in the recovery of tSeir rights, 
h or what else the said farmers may require their assistance in matters relating to 
the farm, so often as they request the same, the said officers shall proceed agreeable 
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The tobacco farm rented on 12tli Febriiaiy 17412 was cried down to 
the highest bidder at Es. 39,000 the year/ 

A Consultation of the 22nd Eebrnary 1745 records : This being 
the' day appointed to put up the rent of the tobacco farm and the 
merchants attending without they were admitted and the terms of the 
rent declared to be as usual except the duty of one per cent to the town- 
ditch which was ordered' to be levied after the commencement of the 
last lease. This being explained to the merchants the farm was put 
up at Es. 30,000 when Savaji Dharamset was the highest bidder at 
Es. 44,000 a year, who immediately declared Manekji Navroji and 
Dhanji Gop4l to be his partners in whose name it is directed a contract 
be drawn out on the 25th of next month when the present lease expires 
and entered in the diary under that date/ 


to the tenour of these conditions against any persons presuming to run tobacco or 
snuff. (9) That in case of war or any enemy invading the island, a general 
drought storm or other public calamity (which God forbid), the Honourable 
Company shall make said farmers such reasonable abatement as shall be judged 
adequate to their loss. (10) That on the arrival of the Europe ships in this harbour- 
of Bombay no rolled tobacco imported by them shall be sold save to the English 
inhabitants for their own proper use. Hor shall the English be permitted to sell the 
same to_ the natives or black people. Whoever may be found acting contrary to- 
this article shall pay a fine of ils, 300, one-half to the Honourable Company and one 
half to the said farmers. In confirmation whereof the President and Council have 
caused the common seal of the aforesaid Honourable Company to be affixed hereto 
the 25th day of March one thousand seven hundred and thirty-six. Bom. Gov* 
Consultation 31st Jan. 1736, Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 31 - 34. 

1 Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 87. 

3 The details of the contract are the same as those given above. Pub. Diary 18 of 
1744-45,85. 
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French War to Bassein Treaty, 1744-1803. 

At a Gonsiiltatioii o£ the 17th October 1746, Mr. Sedgwieke takes 
occasion to acquaint the Board that^ in virtue of paragraph 114 of the 
Honourable Company'’s Standing Order dated the 24th March 1710, 
being now the Third of Council upon the island, he desires to have the 
charge of the warehouse. This question being put to the several members 
of the Board, they were unanimously of opinion that as Mr.Rawdon at 
present executes that trust in a due and faithful manner, it would be 
unjust to remove him merely to make room for one a little above him in 
standing at the Board. Besides the members notice that the authority 
on which Mr. Sedgwieke founds his claim was countermanded by the 
Honourable Company in the 95th paragraph of their commands dated 
the nth of March 1735, where they direct that the several members 
of the Board should have such employs assigned them as they maybe 
judged most capable of discharging for the Company V interest, and 
that neither the customs nor any other post should be confined to the 
third or fourth of Council.^ 

In a letter dated 7th May 1746, the Court write : The considerable 
reduction of our charges, and increase of our revenues since Mr. Wake 
came to the chair afford us great satisfaction. These are solid proofs 
of a true attachment to our interest, and we rely on a continuance 
thereof, with respect to your place and every subordinate factory.^ 

On the 14th November 1747 the Bombay Government write to the 
Court : The mortality among yotir covenant servants obliges us to request 
your Honours will send us a suitable supply, being bare at present here 
as well as at the subordinate settlements. In another letter dated 
*15th March 1748, the Bombay Government repeat their request,'^ 

In a letter dated the 15th March 1748 the Court of Directors order 
and appoint the undermentioned persons to be their Council at Bombay, 
namely William Wake Esquire, President, and Governor; Mi% Richard 
Bourchier, Second in Council and to succeed to the chair in case of the 
demise or absence of Mr. Wake ; Major Goodyere on arrival to be 
and to remain Third ; Mr. William Sedgwieke, Fourth, and always to 
remain Fourth. Mr. Thomas Marsh, Fifth ; Mr. Robert Rawdon, 
Sixth ; Mr. Richard Sanders, Seventh ; Mr. George Scott, Eighth ; Mr. 
William West, Ninth; Mr. John Sewell, Tenth ; Mr, Henry Savage, 
Eleventh ; Mr. Tliomas Dorrill, Twelfth ; Mr. Thomas Lane, Thirteenth.^ 

In a letter of the 15tli March 1748 the Court write : In compliance 
with your repeated requests for a supply of covenant servants, we 
have entertained twelve writers on your establishment.® 


1 P«b. Diary 19 of 1746, 339. 

2 Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 3 of 1742- 1751, 129. 

3 Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 1 of 1746 - 1749, 84, 115. 

4 Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 3 of 1742 - 1751, 165 -166. 

s These twelve writers were : Henry Johnson, Cecil Boyer, Charles Whitehill, John 
Holmes, Robert Lambart, George Bourchier, John Parsons, Francis Atidus, Owanii 
Geekie, James Btuart, Robert Aylmer, and Daniel Draper, 
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These writers yon must employ according to their several capacities 
and qualifications, and take care that they are constantly kept to 
business. George Bourehier being at Bombay is to execute the 
enclosed covenants, which are to be returned to us. We have per- 
mitted David Lopez Fernandes, Samuel de Castro, and Norton Nicholls 
to reside in India as Free Merchants, the two first in the diamond 
and coral way. We have likewise permitted Francis Hodges and 
William Dogan to reside in India in the seafaring way, provided they 
behave in a satisfactory manner. James Wilson has our leave to go 
to any of our settlements in India and succeed as a Surgeon to any 
vacancy, wherever he is wanted and approved of.^ 

In a letter of the 15th March 1748 the Court write : If it has not 
already been done, all the new Members of Council must be sworn to 
be true and faithful to the Company. We find several of our servants 
on the Bombay establishment are under no legal obligations for the 
faithful discharge of their duty to the Company. We hereby acquaint 
you that, in stations where security is always required, we will have no 
persons employed in our service who are not under covenants, and have 
not given, or are not ready to give, the usual security in England for the 
faithful discharge of their duty. That our orders on this head may 
be immediately complied with, we have enclosed a list of the names of 
the persons for whom security is required as well as the names of such 
as are to execute covenants. You must observe it as a Standing Rule 
that as soon as any of our Junior servants come of age, they are to 
enter into fresh covenants, which you must get executed accordingly 
and transmit to us. It must likewise be a Sending Rule, that as our 
servants respectively advance in station, they write to their friends in 
England to give the usual security for such advanced station.^ 

On the 5th November 1748 the Bombay Government write to the 
Court : The widow of the late Mr. Richard ^Sanders requesting a 
monthly allowance on account of her being left with two children in 
low circumstances, of the truth of which we being well assured and 
also in consideration of the husband's long and faithful services to your 
Honours, we were induced in a Consultation of the 19th August last to 
make her the same allowance that Mr. Morley's widow obtained. For 
the like reason we that day consented to grant the widow Aitkins her 
husband's half pay» Both these allowances were struck off upon receipt 
of your orders by Orford, expressing a dissatisfaction at such steps 
witiiout your previous leave being fix'st obtained.^ 

On the 7th March 1749 the Court of Directors write to Bombay: 
It is with difficulty and uncertainty we can collect from your books 
the appointments of our several seiwants. You are therefore for our 
information hereby directed to cause a list to be drawn out of our 
covenant servants, and, from the Governor to the writer, to distinguish 
the yearly salary and allowances of each, as well as all allowances 
annexed by way of gratuity or otherwise to particular posts. Also a 


1 Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters VoL 3 of 1742 *. 1751, 164 - 166. 

2 Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 3 of 1742 - 1751, 166 - 167. 

3 Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol, 51 of 1746 - 1749, 154 - 165, 
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list of all other persons employed in the several branches of our busi- 
ness who receive any pay or allowance from the Company distinguishing 
their several employments. All which accounts drawn out in a concise 
and methodical manner are to be sent us by the first opportunity and 
continued annually.^ 

In a letter of the 7th March 1749 the Court write : We have 
appointed the following writers upon the Bombay establishment, who 
take their passage on these ships. They are to take their standing as 
we have placed them^ namely Anthony Chester, James Ryley, John 
Watson, John Grose, Robert Moffat, and Robert Erskine. As all are 
full sixteen years of age and have gone through a coui*se of merchants'* 
accounts we apprehend they will be immediately useful.^ 

A Consultation of the 8th April 1749 records : There being a want 
of hands to carry on the business in the Secretary's ofSce and no cove- 
nant servants to spare from the other offices, it is agreed that Mr. 
Thomas Mostyn be entertained as a monthly writer on tlie usual terms 
of Rs. 30 a month.^ 

A Consultation of the 24th January 1749 records ; As the Post 
of Custom Master and Land Pay Master of Bombay will become vacant 
on Mr. SewelFs departure, Mr, William West is appointed to receive 
charge of the Customs, and Mr. Hugh Symmons provisionally of the 
land pay office.^ 

A Consultation of the 9tli May 1749 records : It is agreed that 
we admit Mr. Thomas Hodges our present Secretary to a seat at the 
Board and accordingly administer to him the usual oath of fidelity. 
Directed that he receive from Mr, William West the charge of the 
Bombay Custom House and deliver to Mr. John Spencer his post of 
clerk of the market. As Mr. Spencer is at present Accountant General, 
it is agreed that a letter be wrote to the Mayor^s Court acq[uamtmg 
them that we esteem Mr. Peter Elwin Wrench a proper person to 
succeed to that office, and therefore recommend him accordingly with 
the usual salary for his trouble. Directed likewise that Mr. Hodges 
deliver to Mr. Obadiah Cummings the charge of the Secretary's office 
with all books and papers belonging thereto. Mr. Cummings is directed 
to receive the same, the oath of fidelity having been first administered 
to him.^ 

A Consultation of the 17th November 1749 records; The Bombay 
Custom Master representing that the measurage of grain and other 
articles in the Custom House had hitherto been committed to the care 
of a sepoy, who is a very improper person for that employ as he cannot 
perform it with the necessary exactness or keep any regular accounts. 
As further the merchants have frequently complained of the weigh- 
ments, it is directed that in future a Purvoe be employed on this service 
at the wage of Rs. 5 a month, when it will be performed with exactness 
and to the satisfaction of the merchants.® 


» Pub. Dep, Courtis Letters Vol. 3 of 1742 - mh 208. 

^ Pub. Dep. Court's Letters VoI.'3;Of 174?- Wl, SOO. , ^ 

3 Pub. Piary'22 of 1749, 104, ^ 'Fubi 'Biary 22 of 1749, 24. 

^ Pub. Diary 22 of 1749, 187. P^ib. Diary 22 of 1749, 32B. 
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At a Consultation o£ the lltli August 1749 the Secretary lays 
before the Board specimens of the handwriting of the covenant ser- 
vants who came out on the Boscatven, who are appointed to the follow- 
ing offices : Mr. Parsons and Mr. Stuart to assist in the Accountant's 
office; Mr. Geelde in the (Tcneral Storekeeper's office; and Mr. Lambert 
and Mr. Draper in the Secretary's office.^ 

On the 7th March 1749 the Court write to Bombay : We direct 
that none of our servants he allowed to levy any fine or penalty what- 
soever, which by so doing would revert to themselves. When any 
fine becomes really just and necessary, we insist that the same be 
moderate and paid into cash, noting the true cause for levying thereof. 
We strenuously recommend to you to have a watchful eye on the 
conduct of our servants in general that order and integrity may be 
completely established.^ 

On the 7th March 1749 the Court continue: We think it necessary 
to direct yon to observe it as a standing order for the future that no 
person be suffered to come to England until he has fully and satisfac- 
torily adjusted all accounts depending between him and the Company.^ 

Kegarding the Government of Bombay in 1750 Grose writes : The 
Government of this island is entirely English, subordinate to the 
Court of Directors of the United Companies of merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies, who appoint by commission a Pi’esident to 
whom they join a Council consisting of nine persons. The whole 
number of them are rarely or rather never on the spot, being employed 
as Chiefs of the several factories subordinate to that Presidency. 
Those of the Council as are at Bombay are appointed to the posts of 
the greatest trust such as accountant warehouse-keeper land-paymaster 
marine paymaster and other offices for transacting the Oompany^s 
affairs. They ai*e generally such as have risen by degrees from the 
station of writers and take place, unless otherwise ordered from Home, 
according to the seniority of the service. As to the military and marine 
force, it is considered as more immediately under the direction of the 
President, who is entitled General and Commander-in-chief, though 
nothing material is supposed to be ordered concerning either without 
the concurrence of the Council.^ 

A Consultation of the 15th November 1750 records: The state of 
the President'^Sj.the Honourable William Wakens, ill-health requiring his 
removing to England, he now delivers over to Mr. Bourehier the balance 
of the running cash being Es. 97j766-0-89, the balance of the Bank 
being Rs. 58,342-£-34, the balance remaining in the treasury being 
Rs. 3,00^156-3-5, also the balance of Foreign silver being 5813 pounds 
4 ounces as per receipts following this Consultation. He intends taking 
his passage to Engird on the Boscawen} 

In a letter dated the 6th March 1750 the Court write: We have 
appointed the four following persons writers upon your establishment, 


1 Pub. Diary 22 of 1749, 230. 

® Pub. Dep, CourPs Letters Vol* 3 of 1742 - 1751, 203 « 204. 

Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vob 3 of 1742 - 1751, 201. 

^ Grose’s Voyage to the East Indies, I. 35, 38. ^ Pub. Diary 23 of 1750, 410, 
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who are to be ranked upon our list of covenant servants in the order 
they are here named: Arthur King, Henry Moore/ Eawson Hart 
Boddam, and ‘William Percival which last is now at Bombay. These 
four with the writers sent the two preceding seasons will;, we apprehend, 
be a sufficient number to assist in the various branches of your business. 
Except Mr. Percival, whose friends have given us full satisfaGtion 
of his being qualified in both respects, the young gentlemen above 
mentioned, as well as those appointed last season, have all produced 
proper certificates of their being full sixteen years of age, and that 
they have gone through a regular course of arithmetic and merchants^ 
accounts. We therefore make no doubt but that they will be 
immediately useful. As we have made it a standing resolution not to 
choose any writer unless he can produce certificates of his being full 
‘sixteen years of age. and having gone through a regular course of 
arithmetic and merchants^ accounts, and as we are not acquainted 
whether Captain Mostyff s son is so qualified, we cannot comply with 
your recommendations for appointing him a writer, until we are informed 
by you whether he is qualified agreeable to our aforesaid resolution. 
You must encourage all our servants to learn the necessary country 
languages. We also recommend the shifting them from one employment 
to another, as the best means of obtaining a general knowledge of our 
affairs, and consequently of becoming useful servants.-^ 

A Consultation of the 3rd May 1750 records : There being a want of 
hands to carry on the business in the Secretary's office, agreed that 
Mr. William Perceival be entertained as a monthly writer at the usual 
allowance of Rs. 30 a month.^ 

In a letter of the 6th March 1750 the Court write : Several of our 
servants have not 5 ^et complied with our orders with regard to their 
giving security. ^ If they expect to continue in our service they must 
write to their friends to give security immediately. We have sent 
by the ships East Court and Prince George some blank, covenants to 
be executed by such of our servants as have not done the same since 
they have come to the age of twenty-one years.^ 

On the 10th May 1751 Bombay writes to the Court: We beg 
leave to acquaint your Honours that notwithstanding the supplies of 
servants you have been pleased to send out these two last years, yet, 
by Idle death of some and the removal of others to the assistance of 
subordinates from whence they still write for more, we are now 
so bare of servants here as not to have suiSicient hands to keep up the 
current business in the public offices, but are obliged contrary to your 
orders to employ monthly writers. We must therefore desire your 
Plonours^ regard to this particular as also to our former request for a 
supply of proper men for subaltern officers,^ 

In a letter dated the 22Bd May 1751 the Couid) write : We are come 
to a resolution that all persons who for the future shall have our 


1 Fab. Bep. Court's Letters Yol. 3 of 1742- 1761 > 261-262. 

2 Fub. Diary 23 of 1750, 156- 167. 

3 Ftib. Dep. Court’s Letters Yol. 3 of 1742--1761, 263. 

^ Fub. Dep. Letters to the Court YoL 2 of 1749- 1754,102-103.. 
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leave to reside in India under the Company's protectioib yhall, before 
they proceed, give two hundred pounds security, by one or two 
substantial persons, to indemnify the Company for any charges or 
disbursements the Company may be subject to for their support and 
maintenance. All persons who have leave to take servants with them 
to reside in India are to give bond in the like penalty for eveay servant ^ 
to indemnify the Company against any charges and disbursments 
they may be subject to for such servants.^ 

On the 21st August 1751 the Court write to Bombay: An Act 
passed the last Sessions of Parliament for regulating the commencement 
of the year and for correcting the calendar now in use to which a 
particular attention must be had. In order to prevent any mistakes 
in our hooks, calculations, and accounts we have sent some copies of 
the said Act in this ship^s packet.” 

In a letter dated the 4th March 1752 the Court order that the 
Bombay. Council shall consist of thirteen persons only/^ 

In a letter dated the 4th March 1752 the Court note the appointment 
of twelve, and in a letter of the 5th April 1754, of eight writers upon 
the Bombay establishment.^ 

In a letter of the 4th March 1752 the Court write : Your books and 
papers in general are badly written, and in particular the Consultations 
are copied with such a loose hand, that they swell to an inconvenient 
size, as for the same reason do most of your other books and papers. For 
the future you must take care that our servants do their duty in this 
respect in a better manner.^ 

A Consultation of the 31st March 1752 records : The gentlemen 
in the several offices complaining that the sepoys allr4ted them, teing 
on the military rolls, are frequently called ofE from their employs 
which is very inconvenient and a great hindrance to business, resolved 
that each gentleman deliver in a list of what sepoys are necessary to 
assist in their respective offices to be laid before the Board next Council 
day.® 

On the Srd April 1752 the Boai'd records : Agreeable to the resolution 
of last Council the gentlemen in the several offices deliver in a list of 
se^ys neces^ry to assist in their business. It is agreed that such 
offices as have naonthly account currents with the tionourable Company 
shall have a certain number of sepoys allotted to them. These sepoys 
are to be struck off the military rolls and charged in the accounts of the 
office, as it is evident sepoys will be more immediately useful when 
entirely dependent on the several offices than while they continue on the 
present footing. In regard to the offices which have no monthly 

I Letter Td. 3 of ^742- 17IL 281, 

* f Letters Tot # of 1742 - 1751, 288. 

® Btib. iMfers Tol 4 Isl 1752 « tWi JO. ' ‘ ' 

< The twelve wiitew of 1752^ranW ae foUows : Jokn Crawford, Benjamin Jervis, 
Thomas Most™, Nathwiel htaokhoMe, James Gordon, John An&lr, Gascoyne 
Holmes, Bnoe Metoher, ^bert Oo%,Geo]»e Tweddell, William Greaves, id WillLn 

Tayler. Bub. Dep. Court’s Letteis Vol, 4 of 1752 - 17 56,16, 108 

5 Pub, Dep. Court’s Let„Vbl. 4 of 1752- 1766, 17. « Pub. Diary 25 of 1752, 107. 
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accounts with the Honourable Company, they are to be supplied as 
hitherto out of the military sepoys.-^ 

It has been usual to allow the May oi'^s Court 1 naik and 8 sepoys. 
The Secretary is directed to acquaint the Mayor that the guard must be 
paid by the Court if it has suflicient capital^ Accordingly on the 21st 
April 1752, after reading a letter from the Mayor^s Court, the Board 
record : Read a letter from the Acting Mayor, representing that the 
Courts stock is so small that it is not able to maintain an ofBcer and eight 
sepoys unless the Board will allow it part of the fines. Resolved 
as the CourCs capital is so small^ it is more eligible and advantageous 
for the Honourable Company to allow them an ofiicer and eight sepoys 
out of their military than to admit of their receiving any part of the 
fines which may be considerable.^ 

In a letter dated the 4th March 1752 the Court write : Although we 
find in general an increase in the revenues of the Bombay Presidency, yet 
they fall greatly short of the charges and expenses. We therefore 
most earnestly recommend it to you to think of and put in practice 
every method to encourage trade and increase the number of substan- 
tial inhabitants at Bombay, that, we may at least have the satisfaction 
of finding the revenues adequate to the charges and expenses. At 
present it is with great concern we must acquaint you we are carrying 
on a very losing trade to your side of India.'^ 

A Consultation of the 18th August 1753 records : The Honourable 
Company having been pleased to send a commission by the Stafford 
nominating the Honourable Richard Bourchier Esq. President and 
Governor, resolved that Tuesday next the 21st August be appointed 
for publishing the commission at tlie Port Gate. The Secretary is 
directed to summon all the European inhabitants, Black mercliants, 
and others/^ 

Accordingly on the 21st August the Secretary mounted on horse- 
back read the President-'s commission at the Fort Gate, the covenant 
servants, European inhabitants. Black merchants, and others attending. 
The regiment being drawn up fired three vollies of small arms and 
the Fort twenty-one pieces of ordnance which was answered from all 
the ships in the road.® 


^ The details of the sepoys to be charged in the monthly accounts of the different 
offices are i Bombay Custom House and New Mandvi, 2 officers and 16 sepoys, total 18 ; 
Old M^ndvi, 2 sepoys ; New Bandar Marine Yard and Pier Head, 1 officer and 10 seijoys, 
total 11 ; Land Fay Office, 1 officer and 9 sepoys, total 10 j Military Fay Office, 2 sepoys ; 
Purser jMarine’s Office and Master Attendant, {a) at the Marine house 1 officer and 8 
sepoys, (/>) at the office 2 sepoys at the Marine Yard; 4 sepoys with the Master Attend- 
ant; Warehouse, 1 n^ik and 4 sepoys ; MdMm Custom House, 3 for Mori chauki, 3 for the 
chauki between the Mdndvi and Fort, 2 for the M^ndyi, 2 attending the passage boat, 14 
going the rounds carrying reports and other services ; Collector of the rents and revenues, 
2 sepoys recovering the Pension, 2 sepoys recovering- Quit Bents, 1 attending Batty 
Grounds, 1 attending Mdhim Batty Grounds, 3 sepoy attending salt pans, 2 sepoys 
attending coolerics, 2 sepoys at the Collectors chauki ; Mint Master, 3 sepoys ; General 
and Military Stores, 2 officers and 10 sepoys. 

' Pub. Diary 25 of 17^2, 111 - 112. , ■ ^ 25 of 1752,, 

^ Pub. Dep. Courtis "Letters Vol. ’4 of 1752 15. . • . ^ 'PuK'Diaw 1753, 27L 

® Pub. Diary 26 of' 1753, 277* 
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In a letter of the 14th March 17 53 the Court write : We have laden 
on the Frince Edtvard several Persic books to assist such of our 
servants as have talents for learning’ languages^ 

In paragraph 102 of the same letter the Court continue : You 
must exhort our servants in general to learn the country languages. 
You may assure them we shall have a particular regard to such as shall 
so usefully qualify themselves in order to which their names must be 
transmitted to us from time to time. Some books in the Persic 
language are now sent out for the use of such as shall attempt that 
language, but you must take care they are always carefully preserved 
from being lost. ^ 

In 1753 the state of the finances seems less discouraging. In a letter 
dated the 14tli March 1753 the Court write; We must do you the 
justice to acknowledge that there appears a proper care in you to 
increase the revenues. We hope your conduct in this branch of our 
affairs will continue to merit our a 2 :>probation.^ 

The improvement continued in the follovring year. In a letter of the 
5th April 1754 the Court write: It gives us a sensible pleasure to 
observe improvements in our revenues. More particularly in that 
branch of revenue the customs, which have been gmdually increasing, 
and according to your state of it in the year 1751 amounted to about 
Its, 19,000 more than the customs ever before produced. We 
recommend your care for the improvements of the revenues in general, 
and we hope for a continuance of improvement, as we must repeat to 
you that our only dependance for any advantage from your Presidency 
is upon the profits of our export and the revenues.* 

The prosperity continued during the following year. On the 26th 
March 1755 the Court write : It gives us great pleasure to observe by 
your last set-off books that our rents and revenues are still increasing 
and that they exceed the amount of the preceding years by upwards of 
Rs. 60,000, It is a particular satisfaction to us to observe that near 
two-thirds of that increase arises from our customs. As you have 
convinced us of your attention to this material branch of our affairs, 
we are persuaded you will still continue it. In particular that you 
will give all fitting encouragement for the passing through the island, 
the goods for the Mokha and Basra markets and Bengal freight goods 
carried inland, which you inform us till lately went by the way of 
Surat.® 

In the same letter the Court continue : We cannot help observing 
that the manner of your keeping the accounts of our cash is not 
agreeable to our original orders and intention, and is different from 
the practice at our other Presidencies. It appears that almost all 
receipts and payments are brought to account in the running cash kept 
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by the President^ whereas they ought to be received aud paid by the 
Committee of Treasury^ and the President ought never to have in his 
hands at any one time a sum exceeding Es, 1,00^000, We therefore 
think it is necessary to revive the standing order contained in our 
commands of the 2nd March 1738, and direct your punctual com- 
pliance therewith, excepting that part as to the Third in Council, in lieu 
of whom is to be substituted the Fourth^ it being in the following 
words, namely : We direct that a Committee of Treasury bo appointed 
as we have here, and that the same consist of the President and the 
Second and Third at Bombay for the time being, and that all our 
bullion rupees and other treasure be kept by them under three different 
locks, except a running cash of about one hundred thousand rupees, 
which must be in the President’s possession. The balance of the same 
with what is in the bullion office must be monthly produced before the 
whole Council and the amounts entered upon Consultation.^ 

In a letter dated the 5th April 1754 the Court write : We would 
discourage and as far as possible put a stop to the custom of employing 
black people in your writing business. You must take care that all 
our servants, and more particularly the younger sort, are constantly 
employed. If the present number is not sufficient for the various 
branches of your business, inform us how many more are wanting and 
you shall be fully supplied.^ 

On the 21st February 1755, Bombay writes to the Court: We 
shall always have a watchful eye over the carriage and conduct of 
your servants in general and are glad we have an opportunity of 
assuring your Honours that their behaviour is so satisfactory in all 
respects that it became entirely unnecessary for us to enter into a 
quarterly inquiry thereinto.^ 

The 1756 returns show a continued increase in customs. In a 
letter of the 31st March 1756, paragraph 91, the Court write: We 
must attribute the increase of Es. 14,504-1-12 in our customs to the 
encouragement given to trade. We hope under your care to find the 
customs annually inereasing.'^ 

In a letter dated the 4tli of May 1757 the Court write: Our 
Presidents emoluments are large, and certain infinitely superior to 
those of Bengal and Madras. The appointment for his table and 
servants, Rs. 912 a month and Es. 2400 a year for festivals, is a 
noble establishment. It ought to support our Governors without 
attempting to load us with the least additional expense. Whenever 
this allowance has been exceeded, as in the ease of Mr. Horne, we have 
ordered a refund. It is true Governor Wake did most ixnwarrantably 
charge ns with many articles, but he died before that was discovered 
or we should have demanded the difference. We are extremely sorry 
to see that in this respect Mr. Bourehier has gone much beyond his 
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predecessox's, Bay, the practice is now carried to such a length, that 
almost every domestic charge is made the Company's. We therefore 
do expect and order repayment of every such exceeding* Some of those 
as prepared by our auditor we shall here point out. These for want 
of time may still be very imperfect. But we shall depend upon your 
restoring the whole to its original establishment, as you value our 
serviced The following are our President's exceedings for the year 
1755 : 


Presicleait’s Exceedings, 1755. 


Rs. 

q. 

r. 

Carrying tite President’s Things to and from Parel ... 

309 

2 

48 

Somerados for his servants 

31 

3 

70 

Cooks Bwtlere find Bifjdrin assisting 

38,5 

3 

90 

Provisions 3 mos. 10 ds. only for his Elephant 

S12 

3 

52 

Charges attending Poultry at Parel 

27 

i 

50 

Do. the President’s servants’ provisions at Parel 

177 

2 

00 

00, do. do. at Butcher’s Islant 

22 

2 

46 

Sundries sxipplied to the Fort House Cook Ihyom 

Do. do, at Parel ... ... ... 

460 

231 

2 

1 

67 

m 

Carrying Sheep to Parel 

0 

2 

40 

Sundries to the Port House Disxienae or Pantry 

167 

0 

93 

0>, to .Poultry at Parel ... ... 

1.5 

0 

33 

Women making bread for the President ... 

75 

1 

50 

Wax cloth covering the President’s Things .„ 

15 

0 

0 

Hire of billet wood and salt to the Fort House 

76 

3 

85 

Big^ris looking after the cattle 

91 

1 

0 

Do. do. at Parel ... ... 

635 

0 

45) 

Do. employed in the Fort House Disi>ense 

626 

1 

1 

Oil 

235 

3 

51 

OoeoanutOil ... ... 

398 

1 

1 

Fencing Maxgaon and Church Mango Trees 

202 

1 

36 

Liveries for the President’s servants, cooleys, and gardenets 




only, formerly charged though not allowed Its, 55, now 




Rs. 578 ; difference ... ... ... 

523 

0 

0 

Tctal ... 

5418 

2 

8 


If any of the above articles are improperly charged, as some without 
any explanation are lumped in the accounts before ns, those you will 
deduct and mention them particularly. In future we agree that the 
sum of one hundred rupees a year be charged for servants^ liveries and 
no more. 

In reply on the 8th April 1758 the Bombay Government write to 
the Court : The President begs leave to tell your Honours how much 
he is concerned to find himself so particularly censured for what he 
hopes you will not think him so greatly blameable in when he infoi’ms 
you of some paitieulars which he desires to set in a true light. The 
Presidents present emoluments are so far short of wdiat your Honours 
imagine that, by his endeavours to raise Bombay and to bring the 
tiade from Surat, that once noble perquisite of consulage is now sunk 
under Hs. 7000 a year, and the mint is reduced to less than Bs. SOOO. 
His allowance for the three festivals is no more than Rs. 600 instead 
of Es. 21^00 as your Honours suppose. Still whatever you please to 
order will be a law with him. He really thought his predecessor had 
been an example of frugality which had so much recommended his 
predecessor to your favour that it made him deteimine to keep as near 
his predecessors standard bs jK^sible. But your late land-paymaster 
was not only a weak hut an indolent man who permitted bis purvoes 
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to lump many things to save themselves trouble and very probably 
to hide impositions. In future nothing more shall be charged on the 
President's account than what has been always customary. J^^ince the 
arrival of the ships your President has been too fully employed to make 
a thorough scrutiny into those accounts. This will be done after the 
ships^ departure. At the same time your Honours will permit him to 
make a few remarks^ namely that the elephant is called, but very 
improperly the Presidents, for he is your Honours^ property and 
the greatest honour the Company had ever conferred on them at 
this island. And is what could not be refused nor can we well 
destroy it as its destruction would be deemed very scandalous. If 
your Honours think proper that the Governor shall not have any 
servants in livery, he will lay them aside in future, for Rs. 100, your 
Honours must well know, will not clothe two seivants on Bombay. 
His last remark is that provisions are allowed by every body to be full 
three times the price they were when Mv. Law was here (1780- 1742), 
which he hopes yourHononrs will take into consideration, as you likewise 
will the appointing a successor to the Presidency his age and infirmities 
requiring a recess from business. He relies on your Honours^ wonted 
goodness to excuse him if he has said anything in these paragraphs 
regarding himself which he ought not,^ 

As regards the censure passed upon them the Bombay Government 
continue : We are concerned that your Honours should have any cause to 
censure the conduct of the Committee of accounts appointed by us who 
desire to assure you that they will endeavour to the utmost of their 
abilities to answer the intention of their institution as well as those at 
your other two Presidencies. Had they thought what your Honours 
call irregularities and excesses really such they would have certainly 
remarked them to us before such accounts had passed.^ Many dif- 
ferent expenses have been lumped under the head of stable charges, 
but, as your Honours order they shall stand at Rs, 8000 a year, it 
shall be a standing rule not to exceed that sum.^ 

In reply, in a letter dated the 25th April 1759, the Court write: 
Our President seems to think we have been too severe, although 
we have treated him with the utmost tenderness. His predecessor 
was certainly an economist in every instance but his domestic 
department. There, as we have already told you, we had great reason 
to complain. But if Mr. Bourchier had looked back to Mr. Law^s 
Government, he would have found that not a single article of the 
exceedings ever existed, whilst he held the chair. Yet so careful were 
we of suffering any charge not allowed, that you will find this very 
gentleman at Bombay repaid nearly four hundred rupees for table 
linen which he was sensible should not have been our expense. There- 
fore whatever shall appear on examination to be beyond the allowances 
to our Presidents, such amount we order and direct shall be repaid 
into our treasury. We did not know’ timt the elephant was our 
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property, nor it nowhere appears that you represented this to us, an 
inf ormation we shall always expect whenever we are loaded with such 
expensive and unnecessary parade. We direct that you take the first 
opportunity of easing us of this burthen. As our President has signi- 
fied his d4ire to be relieved, we shall in the following part ol: this 
letter give the necessary dii‘ections for settling the Government of the 
Presidency accordingly. The established stipends and allowances 
respecting our President and all others are known to you and from the 
years 1739 to 1742 we had no cause to complain. The stable charges 
is an article you are not to meddle with. We have settled that our- 
selves and if the annual sum should exceed Rs. 8000, the difference 
shall be paid by our President. And now for the last time we call 
upon our Committee of accounts to do their duty. If they neglect 
to rectify abuses they shall feel the weight of our resentment. No 
branch is to escape their inspection. We require their pai'ticular 
attention to our several paymasters' accounts and the immense charges 
for fortifications.^ 

The Court continue : It was not our intention to remove Mr. Bourehier 
as his conduct in general was to our satisfaction. But as it is his 
inclination and desire to quit the chair, we shallnow proceed to regulate 
and fix your establishment. W e accordingly direct and appoint Charles 
Crommelin Esqr. to be President and Governor of our island of Bombay, 
and that he take the chair on the last day of February 1760 or sooner 
if Governor Bourehier shall choose to resign. And in case of the death 
or absence of Mr. Crommelin, we appoint Thomas Hodges Esquire to 
be Governor of Bombay. And on titie death or absence of Mr. Hodges 
it is our pleasure that “^ose of Council next below Mr. Hodges succeed 
to the government in turn as we shall rank them. ^ All those of Council 
standing above Mr. Hodges are barred from the succession. We do 
hereby appoint the following persons to be our Governor and Council 
for the management of our affairs under your Presidency : Charles 
Orommelitt Esqr. President and Governor, to take the chair on the last 
day of February 1760, or sooner if Mr. Bourehier should resign. George 
Scott 2nd of Council, to rise no higher, Thomas Byf eld 3rd, Thomas 
Hodges 4th (to succ^ as Prmdent and Governor in case of the death 
or ateence of Mr. Crommelin^ Alexander Douglas 5th, Brabazon Ellis 
6th, William Hornby 7th, William Andrew Price 8th, John Spencer 
9th, Samuel Hough 10th, Thomas Whitehill 11th, Charles Waters 12th. 
A commission agreeable to this appointment is sent in the packet by the 
ship Harcowrt} 

In the matter of the elephant, on the 27th Febniary 1760, Bombay 
replies: We are glad to acquaint your Honours that a wry fair 
opportunity presented for easing you of the charge incurred by the 
elephant given your flonemrs by N^na (BaMJi Peshwa, 1740 - 1761) 
namely by sending it to Pharos Kh^n at Srnat as a mark of your 
favom*, and in consideration of his service and assistance in procuring 
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the "Phiman for the Castle and Tanka. To Pharos Khaii^s great 
disappointment the elephant nnlueMly' died on the road. We intend 
to consider Pharas Khan'^s services in some other as frugal a manner as we 
can and have ordered yom servants to support his full authority Naib/ 

Regardingthe Courtis complaint of bad handwriting, on the 8th 
April 1758 Bombay writes : We are sensible that jour Honours 
have had sufficient reason to complain of the Consultations being often 
ill transcribed. Our Secretary represents that Mr, William Hughes, 
Writer, copied the set transmitted two years ago and apprehends 
Mr. Hughes is chiefly meant as at that time the Secretary was under 
the necessity of complaining of his negligence to the President. We 
have reprimanded Mr. Hughes in such a manner as we hope may have 
the effect on the other assistants to prevent any more complaints.^ 

On the 12th May 1758 the Court write to Bombay : It gives ns 
much satisfaction to see your Consultations and some other particulars 
so much faii’er, and in all respects better copied than usual. We find 
they are done by John Torlesse, one of our writers, who is to be 
acquainted with this notice we have taken. We recommend it to you 
to encourage as much as possible all our young servants to improve 
themselves in their writing business that they may transcribe whatever 
they are set about in as fair and legible a manner as the said 
Consultations,^ 

In the same letter, 12th May 1758, the Court write to Bombay : 
We have received by the Portfield a copy of your book of Standing 
Orders. We are sorry to observe it is extremely defective especially for 
these ten or twelve years past, in which period there appears very little 
collected from our general letters. As we suppose you have no other 
book of Standing Orders, you must remain in ignorance of many material 
orders and rules of conduct very necessary for your information. We 
therefore insist upon your -making a more satisfactory and complete 
collection as soon as possible. When it is finished, you are to send us 
a copy that we may judge in what manner it is executed.* 

On the 27th May 1759 the Bombay Government writes to the 
Oouri ; A complete collection of the Standing Orders shall be made, 
and a copy transmitted to your Honours next season,^ 

In a letter of the 25th April 1759 the Court write: We must 
remind you of our former orders that, when any of our covenant 
servants attain the age of twenty-one years, they are to execute fresh 
covenants. The fresh covenants are to be returned to iis properly 
witnessed. For this purpose we have already sent and shall continue 
to supply you with blank covenants. As this is a standing and 
invariable rule we shall expect you will from time to time take care 
that it is strictly complied with. When a writer advances to the 
station of a Factor, we are also to remind you an additional security is 
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required to be given for the foithful discharge of hk duty. Further 
security is also to be given as he advances in station^ of which every 
servant must be apprized from time to time that he may write to his 
friends m England to give such security accordingly. All this is a 
standing rule.^ 

On the 27th March 1759, Bombay writes to the Court : The three 
writers your Honours sent us out this season have been stationed in 
the becretary^s and aecomptant^s offices where they were much wanted. 
And as all the subordinates except Surat are likewise in want of 
^sistants and we imagine there will now be occasion for more at that 
taetory, we hope your Honours will furnish us ^¥ith a suitable number 
by the next ships agreeable to our repeated requests.® 

On the subject of salutes, on the 27th March 1759, Bombay writes ; 
Our firing of tlie morning and evening gun ceased from the receipt of 
your Honours’ orders of the 5th July last (1757). We have to 
acquaint you on this occasion that since the beginning of the year 1758 
we have made a material saving by returning all salutes from a 
tettery of small guns made purposely between the Bandar and the 
fort, instead of using the large guns on the Flag Staff Bastion, as was 
practised for many years before.® 

The same letter of the 27th March 1759 continues : Your Honours 
were by the tet year's ships acquainted with the steps we had taken to 
render the ^sistants more careful in transcribing their business and we 
.are gM ttot the Consultations and other particulars copied bv 
.Mr. John Torlesse have proved so much to your satisfaction. The 
enromium your Honours have bestowed on him has been transmitted 
■ tome subordinates as well as made known to himself and all our 
assistots here that they may be encouraged to acquit themselves 
^pCTly of tteir duty. An indisposition has in some measure prevented 
Mr Torlesse from bringing up the set of Consultations allotted to him 
^ove^^r^ible Honours, but we hope those now transmitted will 

‘ about 11 A.M. the President attended by 

^ indisposed) came from 

tte Honourable Company’s New House (lately [17571 boucht from 

Mr. now the Old Secretariat) to the Marine House in the 

pr^rat Owkyard. At lie Marine House the President was received 

servpts and other principal inhabitants and 

the K successor Mr. Crommelin, 

^ e Lint, s artilleiy and Company’ s infantry and ai-tillery being drawn 
^ on ^e side of the Green and sepoys on the otheV. pfom X 

thrOre^^l"^ President proc^ded to Vice-Admiral Poeock’s bargt 
the Grenadier company being drawn up next the water side. On 
enteimg the barge the President was saluted from the fort with 19 
guns and also on passing His Majesty’s ship Elizabeth, to which the 
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Admiral shifted his flag on this occasion as the Tarmoutli had not got 
her guns on boards he was sainted with 17 gmis, also with three 
cheers from the rest of the squadron and other sMps and vessels in the 
road and with 19 guns on embarking on the Clinton,^ 

Three days later, 3rd March 1760^ His MaJesty^s detachment 
of artillery and the Honourable Company’s infantry and sepoys being 
this morning drawn up 6n the Green, and the Honourable the President 
and Council (except Mr. Waters indisposed) being present and attended 
by the European and native inhabitants, the Board'^s commission 
received from the Honourable the Court of Directors by the Harcourt 
was published by the Secretary mounted on horseback. After this 
a royal salute was fired from the Port, and three volleys from the troops 
accompanied with three huzzas.^ 

On the following day, 4th March 1760, the Honourable Charles 
Crommelin Esq. takes his seat at the Board as the Pmsident, the oath 
of fidelity to the Honourable Company being previously administered 
to him. Mr. Thomas Byfeld, who takes his seat as Second in 
Council, is directed to receive from the President the charge of the 
AeeomptanPs office, and Mr. John Spencer of the office of Bombay 
Custom Master. Lists of the books papers and other articles belonging 
to which offices are ordered to be taken and laid before the Board.^ 

In a letter dated the 25th April 1760 the Couit write: Except 
those that may be wanted by our President, whom we indulge to the 
extent of his predecessors, we positively direct that it be a standing 
rule without deviation to distribute the writers to the Secretary's and 
accomptanPs offices, and subordinates. That no writer be appointed a 
Deputy to any department upon the island or as a fixed or an 
occasional Resident, when there are senior servants equally capable 
and unexceptionable. But we do not debar from promotion those 
writers who at Cambay Basra and other out-settlements acquire by 
their experience a proper knowledge for a succession. All Deputies or 
assistants to the Land, Military, Slarine, Customs, and the rest, shall 
be elected in Council. In such eases the heads of those offices are allowed 
to nominate, but the list of servants is to be laid before you. And if 
the person so recommended by his standing and abilities has an 
iiiiexceptionable right to such favour, you are to confirm him* But if 
the majority disapprove, he is to be set aside and you are to appoint 
another.'^ 

In a letter of the 25th April 1760, the Court of Directors write ; 
All chiefships and i*esidencies, fixed or occasional, are to have our 
Presidents nomination, but to be determined by a majority. If the 
Presidents nomination be rejected, the most deserving persons in your 
judgment must be elected. If it happens that any of the members 
shall deem an appointment partial and detrimental to our interest, his 
reasons are to be assigned with modesty and decency for our observation* 
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No person in Coimeil shall hold more tlian one post, i£ there are senior’' 
servants unexceptionable and capable to hold them. We now fix the 
several branches for those' of Conneil; as invariable: The Bombay 
custom master, warehousekeeper, marine and land paymaster, Collector 
of rents and revenues. Chief of Mdhim, military paymaster, and 
military storekeeper. Whenever there are more upon the spot, the 
general storekeeper is to be added. Our Chiefsbips at Surat Tellicheny 
and Anjengo are to be always filled by the Council We do not 
confine the posts to ranks. It is left to your prudence to dispose as 
persons may appear best qualified. The office of accomptant is to be 
no longer annexed to the Second in Council for reasons that will be 
given under this head. We need not tell you that our President for 
the time being is always treasurer.^ 

In 1760 the Court again draw attention to the Presidents cash. In 
a letter dated 25th April 1760 the Court write: Some years past, 
from a loss that happened in our treasury, we ordered that only 
Es. 1,00,000 should be kept out from the inner treasury to be under 
the direction of our President, and that the rest of our specie should be 
kept by the three treasurers, each to have a key. Of ■ late we observe 
this sum is brought into account and called the President’s cash, and 
from a view of many months, it appears that the issues are so managed 
as seldom to leave less than Rs. 90,000 at any period. As this leads 
us to draw unfavourable conclusions we order that in future the 
Es. 1,00,000 allowed to be kept out of the supplies of the current 
service be thus rectified: All requests for money from the several pay- 
masters shall be made in writing to the President and undersigned by 
him to the other two treasurers. They are to pay the same and make 
the entry. The receipts are to be through the sub-treasurer, but inspect- 
ed by one of the treasurers every 48 hours alternately. To render this 
duty the more easy we appoint the next of Council in standing as 
fourth treasurer for this part only, and the monthly account to be 
signed by the four treasurers. No money shall be carried into or 
brought out of the inner treasury, but in the presence of two of the 
treasurers together with the deputy, who are to certify such receipt or 
issue? 

At a Consultation of the 19th January 1761 the Board records : 
Directed that our Honourable Masters^ commands relative to the office 
of Accountant and his deputy be (^rried into execution by Mr. Benjamin 
Jervis, the present deputy succeeding thereto as also to that of clerk of 
the market, and Mr. Kichard Church now first assistant to the 
Accountant to be his deputy and assistant to the managers of the Bank. 
Also that agreeable to the 117th paragraph Mr. Byfeld continue ware- 
housekeeper, Mr. Hornby Land Pay Master and to receive charge of the 
office of General Storekeeper, Mr. Spencer to remain Marine Pay Master, 
Mr. Waters to be Military Storekeeper, Mr. 'Wrench Mahim Custom 
Master, Mr. Holf ord to continue Bomfey Custom Master, and Mr . Court 


^ Pub. Dep, Court's Letters Vol. 5 of 1757 - 1761, 277 - 278. Coiop. of Staudiag Ord. 
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Collector o£ the Revenues and Military Pay Master. By this disposition, 
it maybe observed, Messrs. Hornby and Court will each hold two places. 
This proceeds from there being no senior servants on the island without 
posts. We must conclude from the tenour of our Honourable Masters^ 
commands, and particularly from their not annexing the office of new 
Fortification Pay Master to a Member of the Board, that they judged 
it would cease. But as from the present state of our works we imagine 
the post of paymaster cannot cease for some time, Mr. Charles Whitehill 
is appointed thereto, Mr. Rawson Hart Boddam to be Dock and Pier 
Pay Master, and Mr. George Norton recommended to the May or^s Court 
to succeed to the post of Accountant General. It is agreed that all the 
foregoing appointments shall take place from the first of next month.-^ 

On the 27th February 1760 the Bombay Government write ’to the 
Court : Agreeable to your commands such of your servants as have 
attained the age of twenty-one years since their coming abroad have 
’executed fresh covenants which are transmitted in the packet and your 
servants in general have been ordered to write their friends in England 
to give your Honours additional security agreeable to their advanced 
stations.^ 

In the following years the increase in Bombay revenues was swamped 
by the outlay on fortifications due to the anticipated French attack on 
Bombay. In their letter of the 31st December 1760 the Court write : 
So much of our money has already been laid out in the fortifications 
and works at Bombay, and the expenses on this account are going on 
at so heavy a rate, that we cannot avoid taking notice by this early 
conveyance of our uneasiness. In our next general letter we shall give 
you our sentiments and directious on this head. In the meantime we 
would have you run us to no farther expense than shall evidently 
appear to be absolutely necessary.^ . 

The Diary of the 20th July 1761 records : Resolved that his most 
Gracious Majesty George III. be proclaimed tomorrow morning till 
when the troops cannot be assembled nor the other necessary ceremonies 
prepared and all the European and native inhabitants must be ordered 
to attend accordingly.'^ On the next day, Tuesday the 21st July 1761, 
the Secretary mounted on horseback proclaimed His Majesty George III. 
of Great Britain France and Ireland King Defender of the Faith 
in presence of the President and Council, the Admiral and Commanders 
of His Majesty's ships, the Commodore and Commanders of our 
Honourable Masters^ eruizers now in port, the Mayor and Aldermen, 
and all the European and native inhabitants, the King^sand Oompany^s 
troops being drawn up fired three volleys, as did the fort and ships in 
the road twenty-one guns, and all the guns round the ramparts were 
discharged and every possible mark of zeal and fidelity shown on this 
important occasion. Whereas it has pleased Almighty God to call to his 
divine mercy our late most gracious sovereign lord George II. of ever 
blessed memory, the imperial crown of Great Britain France and Ireland, 


1 Pab. Diary 36 of 1761, 73-74. 
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as also the supreme dominion and sovereign right oE the Castle and island 
o£ Bombay and all other his kte Majestyk dominions on the coasts of 
India Persia and Arabia, are solely and rightfully come to the high 
and mighty Prince George Prince of Wales. We therefore the President 
and Council of and for all forces and affairs of the United Company 
of merchants of England trading to the East Indies on the Island 
Bombay; the Admiral and Commanders of His Majesty^s sMps in these 
parts ; the Majors and other officers of His Majesty^s and Company's 
forces; the Commodore and Commanders of the Company^ marine; 
the Mayor and Alderman and other principal inhabitants of Bombay 
do now hereby with one full voice and consent of tongue and heart 
publish and proclaim that the high and mighty Prince George Prince 
of Wales is now by the death of our late sovereign of happy memory 
become our only lawful and. rightful sovereign lord George III. by the 
grace of God King of Great Britain Fiance and Ireland, Defender of 
the Faith, supreme Lord of the Castle and Island of Bombay and all 
other his late Majesty^s territories and dominions on the coasts of India 
Persia and Arabia to whom we do acknowledge all faithful and 
constant obedience with all hearty and humble affection beseeching 
God by whom kings and queens do reign, to bless the royal King 
George III. with long and happy years to reign over us. Given at 
Bombay Castle this 21st day of June in the year of our Lord 1761, 
God save the King. 

It being late before the Board returned from proclaiming His 
Majesty, owing to the badness of weather preventing the inhabitants 
assembling so soon as was intended, the reperusing of the Honurable 
Company's Command is deferred till tomorrow,^ 

In a letter dated the 6th April 1762 the Court of Directors write : 
On reference to your Consultation of the f^th August 1760^ we find plans 
drawn out for regulating the Engineer's, Pay Master's, and other offices. 
We think they appear very well calculated for the purposes we recom- 
mended to you* At the same time w^e observe the Black Overseer has a 
great latitude by advances of money and influence over the workmen. It 
will require great attention to prevent his making a had use of this power 

A Consultation of the 7th September 1762 records : The peons for 
the several office not being procurable at the present monthly pay of 
nipem four, the paymaster is ordered to increase it to five.^ 

After 1760 the financial^ outlook became somewhat less gloomy. 
In a letter of the 16th April 1762 the Court write : It is agreeable to 
find that the revenues of Bombay are increased Es. 14,267 and the 
■charges reduced Rs. 40,968.^ We are satisfied with your letting the 
armck farm to the Bhandiris on the terms you mention. To a body so 
useful upon an emergency such encouragement is very proper.^ 

In a letter dated 9th March 1763 the Coui4 write: In our letter 
of the 17th of December we sent you the names of the rune writes 
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whom we have appointed tliis season for the service of your Presidency. 
They take their passap^e in the several ships agreeable to the list of 
passengers transmitted in the packets. We also transmit to you as 
usual a list of the names of the free merchants, seafaring people, and 
others who have our permission this season to reside in India under our 
protection.^ 

A Consultation of the Srd January 1764 records : The Marine pay- 
master and superintendent representing that the long services of Lavji 
master builder, and the attention he and his two sons have paid to His 
MaJesty^s squadron ever since it has been in India, as well as to the 
Hononrable Uompany^s and all private shipping, renders them truly 
deserving of every encouragement and the notice of the Board, it is 
agreed that their standing monthly pay in future be as follows : Lavji 
lis. 50, his eldest son Rs, ^30, and his youngest son Rs. 25.^ 

In a letter dated 13th December 1765 the Cooit write: We are 
well satisfied that the large supply of writers sent you last season, atid 
appointed this year as before mentioned, will if properly looked after be 
fully and we apprehend moi^e than suflBcient, in addition to the rest of 
the covenant servants upon your establishment, for every service in the 
Civil Department. We shall therefore depend upon your constant care 
and attention in employing in the several stations not only the writers 
but all other our covenant servants in such a manner that the Company 
may have the utmost benefit of their services. If any of them are 
negligent or in any respect misbehave, you are to rebuke and admonish 
them whenever you see necessaiy. If rebuke will make no good 
impression on them, such unprofitable and useless servants are then to 
be forthwith sent to England.^ 

In a letter of the 12th March 1766 the Court write: Agreeable to our 
last orders under date the 25th April 1759 the Council was to 
consist of twelve members only ; that the preceding appointments 
number thirteen is due to your admission of other members during the 
absence of Messrs. Draper and Moore. For the present we acquiesce 
in thirteen. But we direct that whenever by death or otherwise 
the number is reduced to twelve, yon are not to admit any person into 
the Council until the number falls short of the total of twelve. Our 
meaning is that in future the Council is to consist of twelve members 
only.^ 

In their letter of the 17th May 1766 the Court write: We have 
reason, to believe that many of our servants have received presents or 
gratuities from the country powers in a collusive manner by way of 
exorbitant interest on moneys lent or said to be lent to them by our 
said servants. In order to put a stop to such extortions and exactions, 
for in that light we see them, we do hereby order and direct that if in 
future any one of our servants Civil or Military shall directly or 
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indirectly demand accept or receive from any person or persons ^ what- 
soever for the loan of any sum or snms of money real or nominal in 
Bombay or in any other part or province of India (excepting only such 
moneys as he may from time to time lend on respondentia) any kind 
of premium gratuity or advantage whatsoever, over and above ten 
per cent a year interest, such servant upon being convicted thereof, 
let his rank or station be what it may, is to be forthwith suspended from 
the Company's seivice and sent to England.-^ 

In a letter of the 12th March 1766 the Court write : The general 
tenour of the bef orementioned orders from the Court were that, except for 
want of an Europe cargo, even the Asia was not to be detained in India. 
In spite of these orders, without considering the circumstances and the 
proper means of doing it, you most unfairly laid hold of the expression 
that she was to be sent to Bengal in any event, well knowing you had a 
sufficient q[uantity of pepper on hand upon the coast to have given full 
loadings for Europe, both for the Talbot and Asia* We cannot ascer- 
tain what loss the Company may sustain by the keeping back such a 
considerable quantity of pepper at a time when the demand for it here 
was very great, or by having it flowing in upon us by the next ships 
probably in such quantity as will very much reduce the price. Be that 
as it may we are very sure considering all the circnmstanees that this 
measure will prove very detrimental to the Company's interest. Upon 
the whole we do hereby order and direct that Charles Crommelin 
Esquire President and Governor of Bombay, for disobeying the 
Company's orders with respect to altering the destination of the Talbot's 
vopge and other irregularities in the disposition of their shipping, do 
resign the Government on the Slst day of January 1767. Messrs. 
William Hornby, William Andrew Price, Charles Waters, Samuel 
Gomt, J ames Ryley, and Rawson Hart Boddam, Members of the Council, 
having concurred with the President in the above transactions, 
particularly with respect to the ship Talbot , we do hereby most severely 
reprimand them for their inattention to their duty and to the interest 
of the Company. This lenity of ours in not taking further notice of 
their conduct, will, we hope, produce a suitable return and a due obedience 
to our orders in future. We do further signify to our President and 
Council that if at any time you presume to determine upon any of the 
Company's a&irs without meeting at a regular Consultation for the 
purpose, to which all the members on the spot are to be summoned, 
you will ^rtainly incur our highest displeasure, and we shall resent 
it accordingly. Notwithstanding President Crommelin is directed as 
above to resign the^ Government on the 3lst day of January 1767^ 
we do hereby permit his remaining at Bombay in a private capacity 
until the departure of the ships of the season of 1768 for the adjustment 
of his own afeirs. ^ We furiher direct that during his residence on the 
island after his quitting the Chair, and on his embarking for Europe, 
all due resp^t be shewn him consistent with his late station. Having, 
as observed in the 113th paragraph of this letter, ordered and directed 
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Mr. Crommelia to resign the Government on the 31st day o£ January 
1767 and Mr. John Spencer being appointed by our letters of the 1st 
of June 1764 and the 22nd of March 1765 to succeed thereto^ he is 
accordingly on the said 31st day of January 1767 to take charge of 
the Government as President and Governor of Bombay. And we hope 
he will by his fidelity^ diligence^ strict observance of our orders^ and 
constant application in the said station render himself worthy of this 
signal mark of our favour. We do hereby order and direct that our 
Council at Bombay do consist of the following persons : John 
Spencer Esquire President and Governor, Mr. Thomas Byfeld 
Second, Mr. Thomas Hodges Third, Mr. William Hornby Fourth, 
Mr. William Andrew Price Fifth, Mr. Thomas Whitehill Sixth, 
Mr. Charles Waters Seventh, Mr. Peter El win Wrench Eighth, 
Mr. Samuel Court Ninth_^ Mr. Daniel Draper Tenth, Mr. James 
Ryley Eleventh, Mr. Henry Moore Twelfth, Mr. Rawson Hart 
Boddam Thirteenth.-^ 

A Consultation of the 27th January 1767 records; About eleven 
o^elock in the forenoon the President, the Honourable Cliarles 
Crommelin, attended by all the Council then in Bombay, by the rest of 
the covenant servants, and by other principal European and native 
inhabitants, went from the Honourable Company's House to the Marine 
House and delivered the keys of the garrison to his successor Mr. 
Hodges, the infantry artillery and sepoys being drawn up on the Green 
from the Presidents House to the Marine House, whence, as no barge or 
other proper boat was available, the President proceeded to the Bandar 
Cutter prepared for his reception, the Grenadier Company being drawn 
up next the water side saluted him with three vollies, as the Castle 
likewise did with twenty-one guns on his putting off from shore. He 
was likewise saluted with twenty-one guns and three cheers by all the 
cruisers, by our Honourable Masters^ ship Osterly^ and by most of the 
country ships in the road, and with the same number upon his 
embarking on the Speaker^ whither by Mr. Hodges^ orders he was 
accompanied by Messrs. Jervis and Stackhouse, two members of the 
Board. On returning from the water side to the Marine House, 
Mr. Hodges was saluted as Governor with twenty-one guns from 
the Castle, and the like number from the cruisers and most other ships 
in the road, also with thre e vollies from the troops.^ 

The diary of the Honourable Thomas Hodges runs ; The 
Consultation and diary book of Thomas Hodges Esquire, President and 
Governor and the rest of the Council, their Proceedings, in the affairs 
of the United Company of merchants of England tra&ng to the East 
Indies, in the Presidency of Bombay, Surat Persia Mokha and Coast 
of Malabar, pursuant to the establishment made by the Honourable the 
Court of Directors in their commands dated the 17th May 1766, and 
afterwards confirmed in those of th6 12th of September following per 
Fame snow from Bushire*^ 
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Of the result of the definite orders for Mr. Hodges^ succession 
brought by Fame snow the following details are given in a Consultation 
of the 16th November 1768: About half-past nine in the morning 
the regiment of infantry, the battalion of artillery, and the two 
battalions of sepoys w^ere drawn up on the Green before the Castle. Here 
the Honourable Mr. Thomas Hodges President and the Council being 
summoned were met by the rest of the Company's servants and by the 
European and native inhabitants. The President's commission, received 
from the Honourable the Court of Directors by the Royal Captain^ 
was read by the Secretary in the usual manner. After this a salute 
of twenty-one guns was fired from the Castle and the like from the 
field-pieces on the right and left of the line which fired also three vollies 
and gave three huzzas when the salute was taken up by the Honourable 
Company’s Gliarter-party ships, their cruizers, and the several private 
merchant ships in the road.^ 

In a letter dated the 18th of March 1768 the Court write : Having 
taken into consideration the state of the Company’s servants upon the 
Bombay establishment, we are come to a resolution to allow them a 
reasonable encouragement to exert themselves with zeal and alacrity in 
the present extensive and important situation of the Company’s affairs 
in India, j This however they are to look upon as a free gift from the 
hand of their Employers offered to them annually so long as their 
behaviour shall continue to merit the same. In order to constitute a 
fund for this purpose, so long as the Company shall be possessed of the 
Dmam revenue, the President and Council at Bengal are to supply 
you annually with one lakh and one-third of Bengal current rupees 
and you are accordingly to draw on that Presidency for the same. 
We order and direct that the said sum shall be divided into one hundred 
parts or shares, and distributed among the Company’s civil and 
military servants in the following proportions, namely : The Governor 
is to have twenty sliares ; the Second in Council six shares ; the rest of 
the Council not having ehiefehips three shares each. It is our meaning 
and directions that the chiefs of Tellicherry Anjengo and Surat, and 
the agent at Basra are not to have any proportion of the said sliares. 
You are to observe that the abovementioned shares allotted to the 
Governor are in addition toHs present established salary and allowances. 
Except the chiefships as before excepted, the shares for the other 
civil ^ servants are likewise to be in addition to their present 
appointments of salary and diet money respectively. Having also 
^en into consideration the present stated allowances to the Company’s 
junior seiwants and finding them to be inadequate to their support and 
maintenance, we do hereby order and direct that the following 
additions be made thereto by way of gratuity to such of them as do not 
enjoy any posts of profit, namely : To a factor five pounds a year ; and 
to a writer ten pounds a year. These last gratuities are to be paid out 
of the Company’s cash and not out of the ^d fund of one Idkh and 
one-third of rupees a year. All these allowances are to commence on 
■receipt of these orders, , . , 
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Being further satisfied how much our trade and possessions may bo 
effected by the good services of the Company’s military officers, the 
better to encourage them to exert their endeavours in the preservation 
of these great objects, we have thought proper to allow them also to 
partake of the said yearly fund of a lakh and one-third of rupees, by 
way of gratuity over and above their established pay and allowances 
and on the same conditions as our civil servants in the following 
proportions, namely : The Commander-in-Chief as such is to have 
twelve shares, the Lieutenant Colonels three shares each, the Majors 
one and a half share each. The ample provision here asigned to the 
Commander-in-Chief assures him of an honourable competency. We 
therefore expect Colonel Charles Pemble and his successors in the 
command will shew a constant and zealous attention to their duty by 
keeping up a regular discipline among the troops and by good economy 
preventing all frauds and abuses in the expenses of the army. After 
the beforementioned distributions to our Civil and Military servants 
there will remain a considerable sum of the said fund unappropriated. 
In order to encourage the rest of the Oompany'’s military officers, we 
direct t hat they also be granted by way of donation or gratuity over and 
above their usual pay and allowances, namely : A Captain three shillings 
a day, a Lientenant two shillings a day, and Ensigns and Lieutenant 
Fireworkers one shilling a day each. In ease it shall happen that the 
amount of the unappropriated shares should not be sufficient to answer 
tiie said last mentioned gratuities, we direct that the deficiency be 
made good out of the Company’s cash. Similarly if there shall happen 
to be a surplus, until you shall receive further orders the same is to be 
carried to the Company’s credit under the head of Unappropriated 
Fund. We must here observe to you and accordingly direct that no 
Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, or Major is to be allowed the three shillings 
a day as Captain of a company.-^ 

At a Consultation of the 1st November 1768 the Board read the 
following letter from the covenanted writers : We the underwritten, 
who have the honour to be employed as writers on this establishment 
to the Honourable East India Company, do humbly beg leave to prefer 
to your Honour a request which we assure ourselves will not be 
deemed unreasonable. The Honourable Company have been generously 
pleased to allow an ample increase of pay to their servants Military and 
Marine by which they are enabled decently to support themselves 
and, with their usual and known goodness, have at the same time 
unsolicited thought proper to giant us an addition of salary of £10 a 
year for which our warmest acknowledgments are due. We therefore 
take this opportunity of expressing our liveliest sentiments of 
gratitude. Animated by a proper sense of their kind indulgence, we 
shall make due return by constant and punctual obedience to their 
orders and perseverance with steady and unremitting application to 
business* Fearful lest it might be construed into an abuse of our 
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HonouraHe Masters^ generosity, it is mtt peculiar reltictance we do 
at such a time take the liberty o£ assuring your Honour that their 
generous and free donation added to our former pittance' managed 
with the strictest economy is not nearly adequate to the expenses 
are necessarily and unavoidably subject to. In proof of this we think it 
necessary to remind your Honour of the dearness of eveiy kind of 
provisions and necessaries and that their mtes are daily enhancing as 
you cannot but be thoroughly sensible of the same. We are therefore 
under the necessity of troubling your Honour with this address most 
earnestly entreating you will be pleased to grant us such further 
provision as shall to your Honour seem meet. We cannot help 
observing that we deem it particularly hard that an ensign on this 
establishment shall receive sixty, nay many of them who have double 
posts Its. 120 a month, while the generality of us writers have only 
Es. 30. That a subaltern officer shall enjoy such an income as will enable 
him to live genteely while too many of us are obliged to run in 
debt merely to subsist, is strange to us seeing we flatter ourselves we 
are at least conscious of having endeavoured to render ourselves 
equally deserving of encouragement. We are therefore emboldened 
to trouble you with the above request relying on your Honour^s 
conviction of the justness of it. ^ 

At the same Consultation after considering the above letter the Board 
observe : As we cannot but readily allow the truth of what the writers 
assert in respect to the dearness of every kind of provisions, it is agreed 
to recommend their request to our Honourable Masters^ favourable 
notice.^ 

Touching this application Mr, Forbes writes : I am sorry to 
observe, that although the preceding letter was strongly recommended 
by the Governor and Council of Bombay to the Court of Directors, 
they took no notice of it at home, nor did we obtain any redress. At 
that time, I can safely affirm, I lived in the most sparing manner, a 
writer’s income altogether not exceeding £65 a year. I never drank 
wine a4 my own table, and often went supperless to bed when the day 
closed, because I could not afford either supper or candle; as the 
dinner hcmr was one o*elock, and a writer^ s age generally between sixteen 
and twenty-one, the atetinenee was not occasioned hj a want of 
appetite. During the bright moonlight evenings, I indulged myself in 
re^ng on the flat roof of the writers apartments at the bandar (that 
is the present, 1894, Custom House), where, through the medium of a 
cloudless atmosphere, I could peruse the smallest edition of Shake-* 
speare without inconvenience ® 

^ Consultation of the 29th September 1769 has the following 
of CouncO^ entry : Eej^msed our Honourable Masters^ commands of the 4th April 

1769, "" last, wherein tyy have been pleased to mention it as their intention 

that, j^eeable to their former directions, the Commanding Officer 
should have a seat at the Board on Militaiy affairs only, Colonel 
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PemUeis therefore now called in and takes his seat acordingly, the 
usual oaths being previously administered to him.^ b j 

In a letter of the 6th April 1770 the Court write : As we have 
thought it expedient s make a new arrangement in the state of your 
Council and in the Military establishment of your Presidency it is become 
necessary for us to make some variation respecting the fund of current 
Rs. 1;83,333 which we had assigned out of the territorial revenues of 
Bengal, as a reward to our principal civil and military servants at 
Bombay. We therefore hereby direct that from the receipt hereof, the 
said sum be divided into one hundred paits or shares and proportioned 
as follows: 

The G-overnor 20 shares; the Second of Council 6 shares ; the Six of 
Council next on the establishment of twelve including the Superintend- 
ent of the Marine and exclusive of the Chiefs of Tellieherry Anieneo 
and Surat and the Agent of Basra, three shares each; Brigadmr 
General Wedderbum as Commander-in-Chief but not as a Member of 
Council twelve shares ; Colonel Robert Gordon four shares ; Lieutenant- 
Colonels nine shares to he equally divided amongst them ; Maiors six 
shares to be divided amongst them in equal proportions. By this appoint- 
ment you will observe that neither the Chiefs of Tellicherry Aniengo or 
Surat, nor the Agent at Basra are allowed any share in the distribution 
as the Members of your Council, exceeding this 
establishment of twelve, may consider themselves as prejudiced Siould 
an immediate reduction take place, we hereby agree and direct that all 
the Members of your present Council, excepting the Chiefs before 
excepted, be allowed three shares each. At the same time you are to 
to notice that no vacancy in your present Board of Council is to be 
hlled until the number be reduced below twelve civilians, it beino- our 
intention that, except when Major-General Coote as beforementioned 
shaU on the spot, the Council at your Presidency shall not in future 
exceed, thirteen Members including the Oommander-in-Chief and the 
Snpermtenaent of Marine.^ 

In a letter of the 25 th April 1771 the Court write- In future 
unless you shall thereafter receive express orders from us to the con- 
trary, you are to observe it as a standing rule that the Second in Council 
IS always to be a Member of the Select Committee for directing militarv 
operations and condneting treaties and allianees with the country 
powers and other political negotiations on your side of India.® ^ 

At a Cons^tation of toe 19th September 1771 the Board record the 
following letter- from Mr. George SHpp Secretary of the same date- 
Some of toe ^ntlemen whom your Honours have been pleased to 
d^t shoMd ^ve punctual attendance as assistants in the Seeretarv’s 
otoee, I beg Iwe to acquaint you, do not observe your orders 4t 
much neglect their business. I wish not however now to point out 


* Fnb. Diary 54 of 1769, 680. 

^Fuh. Dep. Court’s Letters YoL 8 of 1769-1771 1 Q 7 ax n* ^ 

Vol. 2 of 17&- 1788 , 262 . 263 . lya- 197 . Comp, of Standing Or^ 

3 Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters VoL 8 of 1769 - 1771 69 259 Cnmn Q 4 . ^ , 

Vol. 2 of 1759 -1788, 266 . Ump. of Standing Ord. 
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partieiilars to the injury of any person, as tbeir failure may proceed 
from a want of proper knowledge of the attendance they ought to give. 
At the same time I am desirous that no blame may revert to me from 
their negligence or inattendance, I therefore humbly beg leave to lay 
ibis address before yon, requesting you will be pleased to take the 
businesss of the Secretary's office into consideration, and the attendance 
at present given to it, and thereupon establish such rules and orders for 
the guidance of the young gentlemen who assist therein as may to your 
Honours appear necessary that they may have the line of their duty 
dmwn immediately by your commands. Rules and orders were 
established on a similar occasion in the year 1734< as will appear on refer- 
ence to the diary for that time. Of these rules and orders the Hon- 
ourable Company expressed their high approbation in their Commands 
dated 13th April 1735, and have often been pleased to direct the 
assistants be kept close to their business. I beg leave to submit to 
your Honours'" considerations whether the regulations I have the honour 
to enclose you, will not answer the end intended, if you think proper to 
give your sanction to them. I further humbly beg leave to acquaint 
you, that as eight assistants have been removed out of the office within 
these seven months past, those at present allotted are not sufficient even 
if the annexed regulations are ordered to be established. This 1 also beg 
leave to submit to your consideration as your Honours must be sensible 
the business of the office is lately greatly increased and a despatch for 
Europe is approaching. I much wish that this material branch of the 
Honourable Company's business may be conducted to your satisfaction, 
which is the reason that induced me to lay this representation before 
you. I therefore humbly hope my doing so will meet with yoxir appro- 
lotion, whieh at all times is my earnest desire to obtain. I have there- 
fore taken the liberty to enclose a list of the business of the office and 
the assistants in my opinion necessary to conduct it, as well as the 
current and despatch business with a list of the assistants at present 
belonging to the office and those within these seven months removed 
from it that your Honours may ju<%e of the whole at once/ The 
following are rules : We, the President and Council of and for all 
forces and affairs of the Honourable the United English East India 
Company having iiiought proper to establish the following rules and 
orders, we hereby require a punctual observance to be paid to them by 
all parsons belonging to the Secretary's office from this date, also the 
Accountant's office and all the out-offices : (1) The assistants shall regu- 
larly attend in the office from the hours of eight in the morning to 
twelve at noon, and from three to five in the afternoon. During this 
time they shall give close attendance to the business allotted to them 
and not depart from the office without permission. (2) Should any of 
tlie business of the assistants be done in so careless a manner as not to 
be permitted to pass by the Secretary, or in his absence by the Deputy, 
he or they shall do the same over again after the established office 
hours and no business shall be done by any of the assistants out of the 
office on any pietence whatever. (3) None of the assistants shall 



Materials*] 


AND ISLAND. 


393 


absent themselves from the offiee or go out of town until after the office 
hourSj without a 2 )artieular permission from the Secretaiy, or in his 
absence from the Deputy Secretary. (4) On the days on which Councils 
may be held, the Depiity Secretary, or in ease of his sickness or 
absence the first assistant, shall attend the office until after the Council 
breaks up. And on the afternoon of a Council day, the Deputy and 
two assistants in turn shall attend after the office hours until the Secre- 
tary shall come to the office, that they may be ready to copy the orders 
of the Board and such other papers as shall be wanted. (5) The 
assistants shall attend such other hours as they may be required to do 
by the Secretary, and none of the young gentlemen shall live out of 
^ town, that they may be ready to attend the offiee when sent for. (6) 

\ The assistants shall come to the ofliee immediately on being sent for, 

si and by no means ill-use a sepoy sent by the Secretary or Deputy to 
call them to their duty. (7) None of the young gentlemen shall 
absent themselves on account of sickness without the necessity of it 
being certified to the Secretary under the hand of the Surgeon who 
attends them. No hair-dressing shall be allowed in the offiee, nor any 
improper behaviour whatever. (8) The young gentlemen sliall punc- 
tually observe the foregoing rules, under the penalty of being severely 
reprimanded for the first offence by the President and Council ; to be 
fined one month^s diet money and forfeit the allowance if they enjoyed 
one for the second ; and to be suspended from the Honourable Com- 
pany's service for the third, agreeable to their commands. (9) The 
Honourable Company'^s indulgence of office allowance being intended 
as a reward to merit, shall ]ye given to those who shall be found most 
deserving without regard to seniority. In order that the attention of 
each assistant to his business may be more precisely ascertained, the 
Deputy Secretary shall on every Monday evening deliver a rex^ort to 
j the Secretary signed by himself of business done by each of the assist- 
ants in the office with the number of pages it will make from the 
I Tuesday morning preceding until that time. This report the Secretary 

I sliall lay before the Board. (10) In the absence of the Secretary the 

I Deputy Secretary, or in ease of his absence the first assistant, shall take 
care that the foregoing rules are strictly adhered to, and any failure 
I therein shall be reported to the Secretary. (11) The Deputy Seere- 
I taiy shall punctually attend the office during the hours ahovementioned 

t and such other hours as may be required of him and in general shall be 

I subjected to the foregoing rules and regulations. (12) In ease any 

i of the foregoing rules and orders are infringed, or not duly observed, 

I the Secretary is hereby positively required to represent the same to us, 

!; the President and Council on the following day. Ordered that the 

[ rules and regulations above established be hung up in the office, in 

[: order that no person belonging thereto may plead ignorance hereof.^ 

j After reading the Secretary's letter the Board unanimously approve 

f the draft rules and order they be transcribed, signed by the Board, and 
I hung up in the Secretary's and other public offices.^ 


Pub. Diary 58 of 1771, 937 - 939. 

® Pub. Diary 57 of 1771, 934. Corny, of Standing Ord. Fol. 2 of 1759 - 1788, 269 - 270. 
E 1006-50 : ^ 


Chapt^TIIL 

Eevenue and 
finance. 

Office I)i:5cipllae, 
1771 . . 



[Historical 


394 


BOMBAY TOWN 


OMapte ?IIL 

Eeveuae and 
finance. 

Security, 

I77i. 


fersian 

Girastiii]«r» 

1771* 


Meetings of 
Council, 

1772. 


In a letter dated the 25th April 1771, the Court write: That all 
our civil and military servants and surgeons or assistant surgeons, as 
likewise all free merchants and free mariners now in India, may he put 
upon an equality in their covenant engagements to the Company, with 
those who shall go from England this season, or hereafter, we now send 
you by the ship Shrewsbury such a number of covenants as, upon a 
calculate made, we deem sufficient to be entered into by the persons 
under the descriptions, who may be employed in, or reside at or under, 
our Presidency of Bombay. It is our positive order and direction that 
each of the above described persons so soon as convenient after the 
Shrewsbury's arrival, be required to sign one of the said covenants 
according to the rank and station he may be in. Should any person 
refuse a compliance with this our order, if he is in our service he must 
be dismissed therefrom and sent home, or, if under our protection, 
such protection is to be withdrawn and the person so refusing must 
be sent to England. These covenants, after being executed and 
witnessed by three persons, you will forward to us by the first 
conveyance after execution. On our receiving the same, and the 
security being given by two persons here, in the uudermentioned sums 
set against the respective stations, we shall transmit a counterpart 
of each covenant with the Company's seal affixed thereto. This 
counterpart you must duly deliver to the parties concerned. Here it 
is needful to observe that you must enjoin each person to desire two 
responsible persons in England to enter into the above security bonds. 
The Bond for the Governor is to be in £10,000, each Councillor 
4000, each Senior Merchant 3000, each Junior Merchant 20UO, each 
Factor 1000, each Writer 500, each Surgeon or Assistant Surgeon 
1000, eadi Fi-ee Merchant 2000, each Free Mariner 600.^ 

In tibe same letter (paragraph 102) the Court continue : A Persian 
Grammar lately published here being esteemed a very useful work for 
acquiring a true knowledge of that language, we send you a few copies 
by the ships now under despatch that such of our servants who are 
employed in that study may have all the assistance in our power to 
enable them to obtain an accomplishment which will particularly recom- 
mend them to our notice.® 

In a letter dated 1st April 1772 the Court write : In rej)ly to 
the 109th paragraph of your letter dated the 3 1 st (3rd) December 1770 
respecting the propriety of the Members of tlie Board attending 
the President at Parel to hold Consultations at such times as he may 
be confined thereby indisposition, we are of opinion that such a measure 
would occasion great inconvenience in the execution of public 
business. You are therefore to observe it as a standing order that 
in all cases when the Governor shall be prevented by illness from pre- 
siding at the Council at Bombay, the next Member of the Board is to 
supply liis place.^ 


* Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 8 of 1769- 1771, 263 - 264. 
f Pub, Pep. Court’s Letters VoJ. 8 of 1769 - 1771, 277* 

r Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol.; 9 of 1772 - 1777, 3S. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol, 2 
of 1769 . 1788, 271. , ^ ^ , 
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In a letter of the 1st April 1772, paragraph 65, the Court write : We 
find it necessary to make some alteration in respect to the privilege 
allowed our civil servants and field officers in India of having necessa- 
ries sent them on our ships from England. We have therefore come 
to the resolution that after this season no wiiter shall be allowed to 
have any wine sent out to hun. At the same time he may l)e indulg- 
ed with a box of necessaries not exceeding in measurement the sixth 
part of a ton. But that no wine be allowed to be sent to any persons 
in India except by their relations or attorneys. Such persons should 
produce a fresh order every year empowering them to make such 
request.^ 

About this time the excessive cost of Bombay caused the Directors 
serious anxiety. In a letter of the 12th April 1775 the Court write : 
The average of your extraordinary charges for some years past has 
been about Rs. 70,000 a year. We have no doubt but they may be 
reduced below a moiety of that sum. However allowing Rs. 40,000 
for extra charges and supposing your annual losses to be Rs. 50,000, 
the whole expense of your settlement with due economy will not 
exceed 15 ISkhs and 50 thousand or at most 16 14bhs of rupees. In the 
year 1767-68 after deducting our losses our net gains and revenues 
amounted to upwards of 9 lakhs of rupees. By the last returns the 
total amount of our revenues appear to be Rs. 9,41,209. As we have 
no reason to expect a diminution of those revenues, but hope they 
may be augmented, we cannot but conclude that the annual loss of our 
settlement at Bombay may be reduced below 7 Mkhs of rapees or 87,500 
pounds sterling. How great then must our concern be to find such loss 
for several years past, amount niwn an average to nearly 300,000 
pounds sterling a year.® 

In a letter of the _12th April 1775 the Court write : Having 
taken into our most serious consideration the annual loss sustained by 
the Company in providing for the defence of Bombay and in maintain- 
ing its dependencies and subordinates, and having also duly attended 
to all commercial advantages derived therefrom and to the importance 
of that island as it respects the safety of our , other possessions in India 
and the prosperity of our affairs in general ; and finding the advan- 
tages inadequate to the expense and the loss insupportable, we have 
therefore resolved upon a general reform of our civil and military 
establishments and that every superfluous charge incurred at your 
Presidency and subordinates shall be forthwith retrenched. Being 
well assured that if our Civil Servants are judiciously arranged and 
properly employed, the following number will be fully sufficient for 
transacting the Company’s business at Bombay and its subordioate facto- 
ries, we are determined to reduce our present establishment so soon as 
conveniently may be to about seventy persons who are to be stationed 
in the manner following*. At the Presidency, the Governor and six 
Members of Council j one Secretary j one Deputy Secretary and six 


* Pub. Dep. Courtis Letterg VoL 9 q£ 1772- 1777, 40, 

^ Pub, Dep. Courfe*s liCtters VoL 9 of 1772 - 1777, 226 - 227, 
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Assistants. The posts of Aecountant General^, Storekeeper^ Marine 
and Military Paymasters, Superintendent of the Marine, and Warehouse- 
keeper will, %ve apprehend, be oeeuj>ied by Members of the Board. The 
subordinate oflieers which we deem necessary are one Deputy Account- 
ant and four Assistants ; one Custom Master at Mahim ; one Store- 
keeper to the new Fortifications ; two Assistants to the Governor; t^vo 
Assistants to the Marine Paymaster, and one Assistant each to the 
Superintendent, the new Fortification Paymaster, the Military Pay- 
master, the Warehousekeeper, the Custom Master, the Land Paymaster, 
the General Storekeeper, the Collector, the Dock and Pier Paymaster, 
the Military Storekeeper, and the Committee of Treasury and of the Powder 
House, We observe that the present number of our Civil Servants on 
ihe Bombay establishment is 111 ; consequently there will be upwards 
of 40 SupeiTiumeraries after making the above arrangement. We 
apprehend that many of our Civil Servants at Bombay wmuld be willing 
to remove to Bengal with some loss of I’ank. In order to aeconimo- 
date such persons and to provide for them in the best manner we are able, 
we direct that of our said servants above the rank of writers, £5 be 
permitted at tlieir request to proceed to Fort William and to rank on 
that establishment as writers of 1773, namely the senior Bombay 
servant who shall be removed as aforesaid shall be stationed next below 
Matthew Leslie and the rest immediately afterwards according to 
seniority. In December 1767 our Civil Servants at Bombay were 93, 
our Military, officers included, consisted of 1639 infantry 3££ 
artillery and £902 sepoys. We find your civil charges in 1767-68 
were Rs. 4,70,617 and your military expenses including those of the 
Hospiial Rs. 7,45,921, that is a total of Rs. 12,16,538. 

In the same letter, paragraph 3£, the Court continue: As our 
Chie£§ and Councils will be withdiawn from Tellicherry and Anjengo 
and as our civil and military establishments will be reduced below 
those of 1767, w^e have a right to expect such reduction in civil and 
military charges as shall bring the whole of those articles within the 
sum of ten Mkhs of rupees a year. The Marine charges of your 
Presidency m 1767-68 were Rs. 3,66,369 and we can by no means 
allow that you ought to exceed that amount.^ 

On this letter after due consideiation the Board observe at a Consul- 
tation of the 23rd January 1776 ; The Company's permission for 
twenty-five of the Civil Servants on this establishment being removed to 
Bengal must be made known to all the service. Such as are desirous 
of proceeding thither on the terms mentioned in the 22nd paragraph 
must he required to give in their names within the time therein 
specified. We must however remark that at this time only eighty- 
nine servants are upon our Civil List instead of one hundred and 
eleven as supposed by the Honourable Company, and there is a great 
want of younger servants for the public offices. The Company's 
indulgence must also be signified to Messrs. Freeman, James, Spencer, 
Bebb, and Chapman.® 


* Fiib. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 9 of 1772 - 1777, 215 • 220, 224. 
- Vnb, Diary m of 1776, U - 24. 
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In a letter o£ the 4tli Jamiaiy 1777 the Conrt write i More effee- Chapt^YIII. 
tnally to fix the authority of onr President and Council at Port Si Kevenne and 
Ceorg'e^ and to define the powers vested in each, we liave established Pinance. 
the following regulations which we hereby direct to be in like manner 
observed and carried into execution by our President and Council ^ at 
Bombay : (1) In all eases whatsoever wherein a difference in opinion 
shall arise upon any question proposed in Consultations, the Governor 
and President of our Council and the Members of such Council shall 
be bound concluded and abide by the opinion and decision of the major 
pai't of those present. If it shall at any time happen by the death removal 
or absence of any Members of the said Couneil that the Governor and 
Council shall be equally divided, then, and in every such ease, the 
Governor and President, or in his absence the senior Councillor 
and presiding shall have a casting voice, and his opinion shall be 
decisive. (2) That every question proposed in writing by any 
Members of Council be put by the Governor, or in his absence by tbe 
senior Member of Council acting as President for the time being. 

(3) That every question carried by a majority shall be deemed the 
act of the President and Council. (4) That all orders in consequence 
thereof be issued in the name of the Governor or President and 
Council, although such Governor or President may have dissented from 
the resolution of the Board. (5) That no meeting of Council be 
dissolved or adjourned but by the consent of the majority of members 
present at such meeting, (6) That the President shall call a Couneil at 
the request of any three or more of the Members of the Council signified 
in writing to the Secretary. (7) That if at any time the President 
shall neglect or refuse to call a Council at the request of three or more 
members, the Secretary shall summon the Council at the requisition 
of three or more Members of Council made in writing for that purpose. 

(^>) That no meeting of the Members of Council though they may be a 
majority of the whole Board unless duly summoned as aforesaid shall 
be deemed a meeting of Council, nor shall any act of such members 
not duly assembled become an Act of the Couneil. (9) That no 
Company's servant or officer, Civil or Military, shall obey any order 
or command of the majority of the Members of Council unless such 
order shall have been issued in the name of the President and Couneil 
and be countersigned by the Secretary.^ 

In a letter dated the 4th July 1777 the Court write: The Act of Present and 
Parliament for establishing certain regulations for the better manage- 
ment of the affairs of the East India Company as well in India as in 
Europe must be strictly adhered to with respect to the servants of the 
Company not receiving presents. On pain of removal from our service 
the Company's servants must be positively ordered not to lend money to 
any of the natives concerned in the revenues, to Zamindars, to farmers, 
or to any of the Ri jds or Governors of Towns and Villages.^ 


1 Fub. Dep. Gourfc^s Letters Vol 9 of 1772 - 1777, 356 - 35s/ Comp, of Standing Ord. 
YoL 2 of 1759- 1788, 291 - 293. • 

® Tub* I)ep. Courtis Letters Vol 9 of 1772 - 1777> 350- 351. Comp, of Standing Ord* 
¥oI. 2 of 1759-1788, 29L ' 
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In a letter o£ the 19tli March 1778 the Court write : At Bengal 
and at Fort St. George we have experienced mneh convenience by 
having the business of the revenue transacted in a separate depart- 
ment. We therefore direct that yon heneef ortli meet so often as shall 
be necessary as a Board of Revenne^ and that yonr proceedings as such 
be kept apart from yonr public and secret Consultations. In attending 
to this regulation you will take especial care that every branch of 
revenue be distinctly and fully stated, and particularly described on 
your first day^s proceedings together with the customary expense 
attending the collection thereof, and also an explanation of every 
incumbrance with which the several articles are charged. Every 
estimate of receipts and disbursements must be entered at length on 
your Consultations in theEevenue Department. A copious index must 
be annexed to your revenue Consultations and also to every section or 
broken set which may from time to time be forwarded to us before the 
l)Ooks of the year be completed. You will likewise address us regularly 
fi'om the Revenue Department, and carefully advise us of all occurrences 
which happen concerning the revenues of the Company under your 
management. As the above regulations will only vary the mode of 
your proceedings we apprehend very little additional trouble can be 
occasioned thereby. However as an encouragement to your Secretary 
in the discharge of this important branch of his duty, we permit you to 
allow him on that account a gratuity of Rs. 600 a year, but you are 
not to appoint a separate or additional Secretary for this Department.^ 

In ac<x>rdance with these instructions from the Court, at a Consul- 
tation of the 28th October 1778, the Board order a Revenue Depart- 
ment to be started. The entry runs : As it will take time to frame 
the account which is to be entered on our first day^s proceedings as a 
Revenue Department, resolved that orders be given to the Collector 
and the several subordinate settlements to send up correct statements 
of their revenues and charges of collection and that our proceedings as 
a Revenue Department be opened on the first of January next? 

At a Consultation of the 21st October 1778 the Board record: 
Mr, Henry Moore be^ leave to submit to the consideration of the 
Board the propriety of increasing the allowance of house rent to the 
Members of the Board from Rs. 80 to Rs. 150 a month, or else that 
the rent of the houses occupied by the several members be defrayed 
by the Honourable Company. Since October 1777, Colonel Egerton 
has been allowed the sum of Rs. 150 a month. All the other members 
receive no more than Rs, 80. This distinction Mr. Moore considers 
improper and injurious to the dignity and credit of every Member of 
the Council especially if long services can lay any claim to indulgence. 
The Board must be sensible that Rs. 80 a month is no way adequate 
to the house rent now paid by every member that is not furnished with 
a house belonging to the Honourable Company, Mr, Stackhouse 
desires to join in this motion and the question being accordingly put 
it is resolved not to take upon ourselves to increase the Honourable 


^ Bev. Diary 1 of 1779 , 1 - 3. Pub. Dep. Court's Letters Vol. 10 of 1778 - 1782, 34 - 36. 
Tub. Diary 74 of 1778, 770. ' ' 
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Company's expense in this article^ but to represent to them how inade- 
quate and insufficient the present allowance is to procure proper houses 
for the residence of the Members of Council and to recommend this 
point to their favourable consideration.^ 

The Court did not approve of this representation. In reply to a 
Bombay letter of the 30th April 1779 the Court write on the 15th 
January 1783 : We cannot by any means agree to the recommenda- 
tion in your general letter of the 30th April 1779 as to an increase of 
house rent to the members of your Council. In the present state of 
the Company's affairs economy cannot be too rigidly adhered to. You 
must not therefore take any measures to multiply the expenses of an 
establishment which is already but too burthensome to the Company.^ 

At a Consultation of the 8th July 1778 Mr. Camac acquaints the 
Board that the President has represented to him the propriety of having 
a Civil Servant appointed to act as interpreter in transacting business 
with the country people and lias recommended Mr. James Sibbald as a 
proper person for that office. The Board, knowing the necessity of 
such an appointment and satisfied that Mr. Sibbald is in every respect 
qualified for it, readily agree. They on this account likewise resolve 
to make him a monthly allowance of Es. 300, which they think but 
adequate to the trouble he must necessarily have in executing his duty 
in this office. The Board also remark that as they think the emjiloy- 
ment of linguists in transacting business of importance with the 
country people is very improper an appointment of this kind is the 
more necessary. They hope that the encoumgement now shown will 
induce the gentlemen in the service to exert themselves in endeavouring 
to attain a perfect knowledge of the country languages. The allowance 
given to Mr. Sibbald is to commence from the 6th April last the day 
he was appointed to act as interpreter to the Committee in their 
conferences with Raghoba.^ 

In a letter of the 5th July 1780 the Court expressed their disapproval 
of this appointment. They write; The appointment of Mr. James 
Sibbald to act as interpreter in transacting business with the country 
people at a salary of Rs. 300 a month does not meet with our approba- 
tion. Our affairs have hitherto been conducted without an officer of 
that deiiomination. Neither will we suffer such innovations. If yoxx 
wish for our good opinion you must be studious rather to retrench than 
to increase our expenses which are already too burthensome.^ 

In a letter of the 19th March 1778 the Court of Directors write : 
In forming your estimates of resources and disbursements we direct 
that every article of revenue be estimated at the amount actually 
received into your treasury for the preceding year and not at the 
nominal amount stated on your rent roll unless the same has been 
fully realised without loss or abatement. You are nevertheless to 
‘Specify the original amount of the rent roll although the whole may not 


® Pub. Biary 74 of 1778, 753. Porresfi*s Home Series, IL 225. 
* Pub. Bep. Court’s Letters Vol. IX of 1733-1786, 7, 

3 Pub. Biaiy 74 of 1778, 652 - 653. , 

** Pub. Bep. Court’s Letters Voh 10 pf 1778-1782, 229. 


Chapter 

Revenue and 
Einanc®. 

House Eent, 
1778. 


Interpreter, 

1778, 


Revenue 

Estimates, 

3778, 


eiiapto VIII. 

Bevenne and 
Finance. 


tinlicenaed 

Europeans, 

1779. 


IHistolical 

400 BOMBAY TOWN 

have been so realised. You are also carefully to distinguish your stated 
fixed charges from all extraordinary disbursements which you may 
expect to make in the course of the year for which you form your 
estimates. By observing the above rules you will convey to us a 
general and adequate idea of the ordinary profit and loss of your 
settlement and its dependencies, and also to what amount and for what 
reasons an excess may be expected in your disbursements.^ 

In a letter of tbe 27th May 1779 the Court write : We have 
now thought proper to repeat the Courtis orders respecting persons 
not resident in India before the 1st of January 1774 and to extend 
those orders to all our settlements in India. We hereby declare it to 
be our firm resolution that no British subject shall henceforth reside 
in India, who is not authorised by law or licensed by the Court of 
Directors. It is our express command that you pay immediate and 
continual obedience to the standing order ahovementioned relative to 
persons residing in India without license in the same manner as though 
the said order had been specially directed to you. In order to prevent 
abuses or to detect and punish imposition if such shall be or at any 
time has been practised by persons obtaining licenses to proceed to 
India, it is our pleasure and we likewise make it a standing order to l)e 
observed in all time to come that no British subject shall henceforfh 
be permitted to trade to India who shall have proceeded thither on any 
pretence whatever except he shall also have been expressly licensed 
by the Company to trade in India. Nor shall any person so licensed be 
suffered to trade or remain in India beyond the period limited in his 
license unless his right so to do shall have been prolonged by the 
authority of the Court of Directors. We direct you forthwith to make 
these our orders as public as possible and to take especial care that they 
be not disobeyed or evaded on any pretence but immediately and 
faithfully carried into execution. We have been informed that 
Thomas Henry Davies who has petitioned the Court of Directors for 
leave to proceed to Bengal to practise as a Barrister in the Supreme 
Court has taken his passage for India without leave granted by the 
Court of Directors, It is therefore our order that if the said 
Mr. Davies shall appear at your settlement and shall not at your 
requisition produce iiie Company's authority for residing there that he 
be forthwith required to return home in the manner directed by law 
and if he shall refuse or neglect be compelled so to do.^ 

In a letter of the 5th July 1780 the Court write: In addition to 
what we wrote in onr letter of the 6th April 1770 we now direct that 
no person or persons whatever already sent or who may hereafter be 
sent to India in our service either as a writer cadet or otherwise be 
permitted to resign the same in order to adopt any other mode of 
employment or to engage in any line of business incompatible with 
the said service. We especially &ect iliat no resignation be permitted 
in order to enable any person whatever to accept of any office or to be 
admitted to practise as an attorney in the Supreme Court of Judicature, 
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Whenever any persoii or persons shall resign as aforesaid, he or they 
must be required and compelled to return to England within the 
time limited by law. We will not permit any person whatever to 
1 ‘emain in India after resignation of our service without having first 
obtained our leave for that purpose.^ 

On the 15th January 1783 the Court write: We are sorry to 
observe that the indexes to your Consultations are often very incom- 
plete, and, as in order to facilitate a speedy reference to your proceed- 
ings it is necessary that the indexes should be full and accurate, you 
must take care in future to remedy the defect complained of therein.- 

On Thursday the 1st January 1784 at 8 A.M. the Honourable the 
President William Hornby, attended by all the Council on the spot, 
by the Admiral, captains, and all the principal officers belonging to His 
Majesty^s squadron now laying here, the rest of the covenant servants 
and other principal European and native inhabitants, went from the 
Government House to the Dockyard where he delivered the keys of the 
garrison to his successor Rawson Hart Boddam Esquire. The artillery 
infantry and sepoys being drawn up on the Green from the Govern- 
ment House to the Dockyard saluted him as he passed as did the 
King’s Marines who were drawn up in the Marine yard the drums at 
the same time beating the Grenadiers’ March and the crews of the 
King’s ships in dock giving three cheers, Mr. Hornby then embarked 
in the Admiral’s barge attended by several captains of the Navy and 
Messrs. Torlesse and Church and proceeded to His Majesty’s ship Eagle 
the present flagship. On his quitting the shore he was saluted with 
21 guns from Hornby’s battery and on getting on board the Eagle 
with 19 guns from that ship and three cheers from all the other ships 
of the squadron. The Company’s ships and cruizers also saluted him 
and on leaving the Eagle about 9 o’clock he was again saluted from that 
ship which was returned from the fort. He proceeded on board the 
Honourable Company’s ship Baymond from which he was lastly 
saluted with 21 guns. Mr. Boddam on returning from the Dockyard 
to the Government House was saluted as Governor with 21 guns from 
Hornby’s battery the troops as he passed along also saluted, every 
mark of respect shown to his predecessor being paid him,^ 

In a letter dated the 9th December 1784 the Court write : As we are 
required within fourteen days after the commencement of every Session 
of Parliament to lay before the two Houses of Parliament a perfect list of 
all officers, pay and emoluments in the Civil and Military Establishments 
of the Company in the East Indies, with the salaries or pay and 
employments belonging thereto, we direct that lists conformable to the 
above be transmitted to us from our several settlements.^ 

At a Consultation of the 19th February 1784 the Board requiring 
the attendance of Mr. John Syme, the Deputy Accountant, are inform- 
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ad that lie is in the country, where being sent for, the President receives 
a note signifying that Mr, Syme would attend him in the evening as 
he had there no conveyance to bring him to town.^ 

The Board after expressing their concern at the little attention 
which some of the younger part of the service have paid to their execu- 
tive duty, and particularly to the Company's orders of 6th March 
1783, resolve that under pain of suspension from the service the follow- 
ing regulations be observed invariable in all the different Departments 
under this Presidency. That no deputies or assistants of any of the 
offices be permitted to reside without the Town Gates unless by per- 
mission of the Board. That exclusive of the punctual daily attendance 
in the public offices in ordinary hours, the deputies and assistants d.o 
regularly attend duiung the sitting of Couneib and on no account q[uit 
till the Council shall break up.® 

Under date the 11th of April 1785, the Court forward the following 
despatch to Bombay: The Act of Parliament for regulating the 
Company's affairs in India directs that we shall take into immediate 
consideration the establishments in India in order to make every 
possible reduction therein. We are engaged in that business and 
shall without delay send out our final orders upon it. As the Council 
at Bombay will in future consist of a Governor, Commander-in -Chief, 
and two other members, the posts that are now held by Members of 
Council must be distributed among our senior servants at Bombay. 
We have determined that the salaries to our Governor and Council 
at Bombay shall be as follows : To the Governor Rs. 90,000 a year^ 
whatever may arise in future from the mint and consulage being car- 
ried to the Compan/s credit, the same to he collected without further 
expense to the Company than what was incurred by the Governor when 
those emoluments were enjoyed by him. To the Commander-in-Chief 
as Second in Council Rs. 36,000, to the Third Member of Council 
Rs. 36,000, to the Fourth Rs. 32,000. In consideration of the pre- 
ceding salaries which are to be in full for commission on the Bengal 
revenues and all other emoluments we direct that the Governor and 
Council be restricted from engaging in trade. They are however to be 
allowed a reasonable time to settle their outsfanding coneerns and we 
trust that twelvemonths will be sufficient for that purpose. The foie- 
going salary of Rs. 36,000 to the Commander-in-Chief is to be in full 
. for every allowance in time of peace. But when he shall be directed 
to take the field with the army or be engaged in the actual defence of 
the settlement we permit him to draw a further allowance of Rs. 8000 
a year in lieu of batta table and contingent expenses, and all other 
emoluments wliatever,^ 

In reply to this despatch, under date the 80th of November 1785, the 
Bombay Government write to the Court : Painful as it is to enter upon 
the subjects of our peculiar interests when you have so many more im- 
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I)ortatit affairs to attend to^ yet justice to ourselves and our suecessors 
in tliis government lays us under tlie necessity o£ calling your attention 
to a circumstance that materially affects us and we flatter ourselves 
will meet with a favourable hearing. We are perfectly sensible that in 
the salaries you have been pleased to appoint us^ you have as far 
as circumstances would enable you to judge meant to adapt them to 
our situations ; but we are truly concerned to observe that they are 
very inadequate to our present stations and we hope that what we 
shall urge on this occasion will not be deemed either disrespectful 
or improper. When you were pleased to advance us to our present 
situations^ we did not conceive we should be placed in a worse condi- 
tion in respect to income than we had enjoyed or had in pros|)ect 
before our promotion. And though we did not look up to the 
salaries of the Governor General and Council of Bengal^ yet we flat- 
tered ourselves that no distinction would be made between your 
servants at this Presidency and those at Madras, as we cannot acknow- 
ledge any superiority in them as to zeal and a strict attention to the 
interest of the Honourable Company. We will here beg leave to point 
out in what respect we conceive ourselves in a worse situation in 
income and in prospect than we were before our promotion. The 
President's income is greatly curtailed. His former fixed allowances 
from the Company were considerably more than half his present salary 
in addition to which he had the consulage, the privilege of trading, and 
several other allowed emoluments which he has now lost, although we 
hear the consulage has been continued to your President at Port St. 
George. The General, although his allowances in garrison are not 
lessened, yet the additional one when he takes the field is so very small 
that he would in such ease be inevitably exposed to a considerable expense, 
which he must defray from his own private fortune. He therefore 
hopes you will deem him entitled to the same salary and allowances as 
you have established for your Commander-in-Chief at Port St. George. 
Messi's. Sparks and Church in like noanner as the President have not 
only lost all advantages, which, in common with the other servants of 
the Company under this Presidency, they might have derived from 
trade, bub have no longer in prospect the possibility of appointments to 
tlie Chiefships of Surat and Tellieherry or any other mode of improving 
their fortunes than by their savings from their established salaries. 
You will, we are persuaded, from this representation judge what 
were our feelings when we were favoured with your determination in 
respect to our salaries. We not only found ourselves limited to 
inadequate allowances but with the additional mortification of being 
placed on an inferior footing to the Members of Government at 
Madras which we cannot but consider as a severe liardship and a 
degradation of this Government in the eyes of all your servants in . 
India. Though we could rest oior cause on the principle of equality 
with that Government permit us further to observe that the high 
stations we now hold in your service oblige us to a certain style of 
living in our different ranks as necessarily occasions such expenses that 
the surplus of our income will he a very inadequate saving for near 
thirty years^ service and upwards. In fall confidence that you will 
see the propriety of what we have stated above, we hope you will be 


Chapt^VIIL 

Revenue and 
Finance. 

Eevisioix 
of Salaries., 
1785 , 


[Historical 


BOMBAY TOWN 


Chapte VIII. 

Eevenue and 
fiaance. 

Revision 
of Salaries, 
1TS5. 


Establishment, 

1785. 


Administrative 

Boards, 

1785 .* 


pleased to reconsider the salaries you have appointed *£or us and trust 
the representation we have made will have its proper weight,^ 

In reply on the 23rd March 1787, the Court write : Before we can 
take into our consideration the several representations contained in your 
general letter of the 30th November 1785 respecting^ the supposed 
inadequacy of the salaries and allowances to our civil and military 
servants under your Presidency we must first be furnished with your 
opinion of the establishments necessary to be kept up at Bombay which 
by our letter of the 21st September 1785, we ordered you to transmit 
to us agreeably to the Act of Parliament.^ 

The letter of the 21st September 1785 to which the Court refer 
was in these terms : You will recollect that you are now employed in 
forming a standard establishment for conducting the business of each 
office. We are perfectly aware that confidential situations in general 
ought to be filled by European servants and accordingly a proper supply 
must always be kept up. At the same time from what we have observed 
and learned upon good information we are confident that considerable 
saving of expense in our establishments may be effectuated by employ- 
ing Natives in copying papem and in other subordinate occupations, 
and we direct you to attend to this circumstance reporting to us your 
advice what we ought to adopt as our standard establishment.^ 

In the same letter the Court continue : Instead of the various sub- 
divisions of departments by which the business of our settlement is now 
conducted, it is our order that the whole detail should be carried under 
the following branches : 

1. The Board of Council. 3. A Boai’d of Eevenue. 

2. A Military Board. 4, A Board o£ Trade. 

Our President and Council will still continue to act in their double 
department of Public and Secret, As the duties respectively belonging 

each seem to be accurately defined in a Minute of the Governor General 
and Council of the 23rd September 1783, we enclose a copy thereof 
for your guidance. The sole difference is that, in the definition of the 
business of the Public Department, it mentions matters which regard 
commerce and shipping, whereas our intention is that matters of that 
description shall belong to the Commercial Department. The Military 
Board will consist first of the Commander-in-chief, 2nd the Senior 
Officer at the Presidency, 3rd the Senior Officer of Artillery, 4th the 
: r Chief Engineer, 5th the Adjutant-General, 6th the Quarter-Master 
General, 7th the Commissary General. It is not our intention by the 
institution of this Board to erect any military authority in your settle- 
ment in any degree independent of the superior civil executive 
Government of the country as vested in the Board of Council. But we 
are of opinion that much tenafit will be derived from this institution 
in the detail of such business as is immediately connected with the 
regularity, the economy, and the effective strength of our army. We 
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think it necessary to add that should the Grovernor see cause to give 
his personal attendance at this Military Board, he shall at all times be at 
liberty so to do and when he does attend shall preside at the Board and 
have a casting voice in case o£ equality. For conducting the business 
of the revenues appertaining to your Presidency, we direct that you 
assemble in a separate department to be styled the Board of Revenue 
to which shall belong the whole administration, settlement, collection, 
and receipt of every branch of our revenues, together with the control 
of the several officers concerned therein. But all issues of money 
are to be made by warrants from the Board of Council in whom 
this authority is to be exclusively vested. In like manner you will 
form yourselves into a Board of Trade for conducting the business of 
our shipping and investment and your whole proceeding will he trans- 
mitted to us in a separate packet under the head Commercial Depart- 
ment. As we take it for granted you will instantly carry into execu- 
tion the arrangements for the conduct of our business which we have 
now enordered, it only remains for us upon this subject to inform you 
that all our subsequent despatches on that supposition will be addressed 
to you in your Public, Secret, Military, Revenue, and Commercial 
Departments,^ 

In the same despatch the Court continue : We have regretted an 
abuse which is now become so |>revalent and has gone to such an extent 
that we must be peremptory in taking the most effectual measures to 
put an end to it. We allude to the practice of our servants having 
access to and transmitting home to their private correspondents such 
part of our records as they think proper. Our orders, therefore, are 
that no person but the Members of tiie different Boards shall have 
access to their records except the Secretaries of such Boards and those 
entrusted by them ; and that no private copies shall be given thereof 
except to the President of each Board if he shall desire it. To these 
persons so entrusted we shall look for responsibility, and if copies of 
any of our papers correspondence or records shall be discovered in the 
possession of any persons not warranted by the Government, either at 
home or abroad, we shall certainly take the most effectual measures in 
our power to discover by whose means the communication has been 
made and will dismiss from our service any person who shall be found 
guilty of disobeying these our orders. Another practice of a similar- 
nature likewise calls for our animadversion. Many of our servants 
possessing our most confidential situations are accustomed to indulge 
themselves without reserve in corresponding by their private letters 
upon the public affairs of the Company, As this is attended with many 
inconveniences and is directly contrary to our repeated orders, we 
desire you will take the most effectual means to prevent it. If any of 
our servants presume to continue in a practice so contrary to our wishes 
and orders, we shall certainly mark disapprobation by the severest 
tokens of our displeasure.^ 
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Witli regard to tMs despatch a Consiiltatioii of the 15th August 
1786 records: Reperused such parts of the HouGuxable G 
commands, dated 21st September last, as relate to the PuMic Depart- 
ments of this Presidency. Resolved that the same be complied with 
immediately. The Board of Council will comprehend the fol- 
lowing departments, namely the Public, the Secret, and the Political. 
The other Boards will be the Military Board, the Board of Revenue, 
and the Board of Trade. The business of the Public and Secret 
departments will be carried on in the mode pointed out by the Governor 
General and Council in their letter of the 10th December 1784 and 
recommended by the Honourable Company except in what relates to 
the Revenue and Commercial departments which mil be conducted 
separately as directed by the Honourable Company. Resolved that 
these arrangements take place on the 1st of next month and that the 
subordinate settlements and heads of offices be advised thereof and 
directed to address us accordingly. Until the general arrangements of 
the army can be framed, the Military Board will consist of the following 
officers : the Commander-in-Chief, the Senior Officer of Infantry, the 
Senior Officer of Artillery, and the Chief Engineer. The members will 
be directed to assemble on Friday the 1st of September and the Secretary 
is directed to prepare a set of instructions to be laid before us for 
approval. As the Honourable Company have been pleased to direct 
that the whole detail of the business of this Presidency should be 
conducted under the four branches abovementioned, it is resolved that 
the mode of managing the Marine be considered on a future day.-^ 

On the 29th August the Secretary lays before the Board a set of 
instructions for the Military Board ordered by the Court of Directors 
in their commands of the 21st September last to be constituted at this 
Presidency. These being duly considered are approved and signed, and 
it is arranged the said Board will assemble on Friday next the 1st of 
September. Mr. Morris is appointed Secretary to this Board. Notice 
must be given to the gentlemen who compose the Board of Ordnance 
that the said Board is dissolved in consequence of the appointment of 
the Military Bc^rd. Orders must be sent to the Mihtary and Store- 
keeper to furnish the Military Board with such papers and accounts 
as they may from time to time require relative to their offices. The 
appointment of the Military Board must be signified to the army in 
general orders.® 

At a Consultation of the 31st August 1786 the Board resume: 
After reading the CourPs orders of the 21st September 1785 the Board 
find that the following will be a competent establishment for the 
several departments: At the Presidency (1) the Public Board | 
(a) Public Department, Secretary, deputy, and five assistants; {h) 
Secret and Political Department, Secretary, deputy, and three assist- 
ants. (2) Revenue Board, two assistants. (3) Commercial Board, two 
assistants. (4) Military Board, Secretary and one assistant. (5) 
Marine Department, Secretary and one assistant. (6) AecountanPs 
Office, Accountant, deputy, and four assistants. (7) Treasury and 
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Transfer Offiee^ assistant to the treasurers and transfer master/ two 
assistants in the transfer office. (8) The Honourable the President's 
office, two assistants. Marine [paymaster and one assistant. Bombay 
Custom Master and two assistants. Warehouse-keeper and one assist- 
ant. Land Paymaster. Military Storekeeper and one assistant. 
Marine Storekeeper and one assistant. Military Paymaster and one 
assistant. Mahim Custom Master. Oolleetor. General Storekeeper. 
New Fortification Paymaster. Assistant to the Powder-house Com- 
mittee. Mr. James Beek^ the present Secretary in the Secret and 
Political department, will continue in that station, and Mr. James 
Hatley is to act as Secretary to this Board in the Public, Revenue, and 
Commercial Departments with Mr. John Morris and Mr, Alexander 
Ramsay as their deputies. As the duties of the public offices must 
employ the whole time of the assistants therein, it is now made a regu- 
lation that in future no gentleman who may be employed as an assistant 
in a public office be appointed to any out-office assistantsbip ; and as by 
the arrangements this day made the offices of General Storekeeper, 
Land Paymaster, Marine Storekeeper, and Collector are not to have 
assistants, the gentlemen who at present act as assistants will be disposed 
of in the following manner : Mr . J ames Patou will be in charge of the New 
Fortification pay office, and Mr, George Parry will be Assistant to the 
Warehouse-keeper in the room of Mr. Charles Watkins who is to continue 
in the Secretary's office. It appears by the above list that the number 
of civil servants required for this establishment is 86 persons, including 
the President and Council, and that the number of covenant servants at 
present in the service is 97; There will therefore be eleven super- 
numeraries, and it is observed that the assistants in the Transfer office 
will not be required when the bond debt is liquidated. In forming 
the arrangements we have been guided by local circumstances and the 
nature of the service on this side of Indian being of opinion that adopt- 
ing the mode recommended by the Company in its full extent of 
dividing the servants into four classes would be attended with consider- 
able expense without any adequate advantage arising therefrom, and as 
the orders given to the Subordinates and also to the heads of offices at 
the Presidency employed in the Revenue and Commercial lines will, we 
think, fully answer the intentions of the Company on this subject; 
Ordered that the heads of offices at the Presidency and Subordinates 
be directed to send in a list of native assistants in their respective 
offices specifying their time of service, pay, and emoluments. And also 
to signify to us whether any can he reduced, as no more will be allowed 
than are absolutely necessary. When these papers are laid before us 
we shall take into further consideration that part of the 5th paragraph 
of the Company's separate letter respecting the employment of native 
assistants.^ 

Referring to this arrangement in a despatch dated the 21st November 
1787 the Court write : We have perused your proceedings relative to the 
arrangements of the several departments and for fixing the number of 
servants for each and approve thereof. You .must therefore consider 


J Pub. Diary 88 ot 1786, 583 - 588. Comp, of BtMid, Ord, Vol, 2 of 1759 - 1788, 310, 


Chapt^YIII. 

Revenue and 
Finance. 

Aclministrative 

Boards, 

1786. 



Ohapt^TIIL 

Bm&mQ and 
Finance. 

Standing 

Orders, 

1786. 


Oovemor 
Boddam 
Be tires, 
1787. 


[Historical 

408 BOMBAY TOWN 

their establishments as fixed and no addition must be made thereto 
without our previous consent and approbation.^ 

About a year before tMs in a despatch from the Court, dated 8th 
November 1786, the Bombay Government received the following 
re( 3 [uisition for a copy of the Standing Orders : As the book of stand- 
ing orders relative to your Presidency would be highly useful to us in 
saving laborious research into the old records, we direct that a copy of 
the same be transmitted to us if possible by the first ship that returns 
after this advice reaches you. We formerly wrote for a book of this 
kind which was received. It goes as far as April 1759 but contains 
only the Standing Orders from home for the regulation of your 
conduct. We direct that it be continued from that period to the present 
time and that you ineoi'porate therein the several orders and i^egula- 
tions which our respective Governors and Councils have from time to 
time seen necessary to adopt for the better management of our affairs 
committed to their cliarge. If the like could be done prior to the year 
1759 it would be useful. But if it would be a work of great labour 
we would only have selected the orders of our Governors and Councils 
apart in a separate book as far as the year 1759 which with the book 
we already have would form a complete collection. We would have 
the orders inserted under the different heads in the order they occur, 
even although you may have afterwards deemed it necessary to repeal 
them.^ 

At a Consultation dated the 13th December 1787 the President 
the Honourable Eawson Hart Boddam aequainte the Board that his 
private and family affairs require his presence in England. He requests 
that the Commander of the General Elliot may be directed to accom- 
modate him with a passage in a suitable manner.® 

At 11 A.M. on the 9th Jannary 1788, the Honourable the President 
Eawson Hart Boddam attended by the Council, the covenanted 
servants, and other principal European and native inhabitants went 
from the Government House to the Dockyard where he delivered 
the keys of the garrison to his successor Andrew Ramsay Esquire, 
The troops being drawn up from the Government House to the 
Dockyard saluted him as he passed, the drums beating the Grenadiers’ 
March. He then proceeded on board the Company's ship General 
Elliot attended by Messrs, Carnegie and Green. On his quitting the 
shore he was saluted with 21 guns from Hornby^s battery and on 
getting on boai*d the Elliot he was complimented with the same 
number from that ship.'^ 

At a Consultation of the 10th January 1788 the following letter 
from the late President R, H. Boddam, dated Bombay Harbour 9th 
January 1788, is recorded : In consequence of what I had the honour 
of acquainting the Board on the 13th ultimo of my intentions of pro- 
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ceeding to Europe on the ship General Elliot^ I am now to advise 
YOU o£ my embarking on board said ship^ and that^ agreeable to the 
clause laid down in the Act of Parliament^ do now resign the Govern- 
ment of Bombay into your hands. You have my sineerest wish for 
every honour and success to attend you as it will ever afford me the 
highest satisfaction to hear of the prosperity of the Government of 
Bombay and its inhabitants in general.^ 

Under date the 8th of April 1 789 the Court forwarded to Bombay the 
following despatch determining the strength and the duties of their 
civil establishment : Having taken into our consideration the directions 
contained in the Act of Parliament of the 24th year of the reign of 
his present Majesty respecting the formation of an establishment of 
civil officers, p5a<3es, and employments at the several presidencies in 
India ; And having likewise considered the letter from your Presidency 
of the 24th February 1787 referring ns to your proceedings of the 
31st August 1786 wherein are stated the number of civil servants 
which ai’e deemed necessary to conduct the business of your Presidency 
and subordinates ; We have come to a resolution pursuant to the 
directions contained in the latter part of the 40th clause of the Act 
beforementioned declaratory of the several offices places and employ- 
ments, as mentioned in the statement^ or list herewith enclosed, under 
your Presidency with the pay salaries and emoluments annexed which 


^ Pub. Diary 92 of 1788, 25. Forrest’s Home Series, 11. 342. 
® The details are ; Bomtay Establishment^ 1789, 


Officers, 

Number and 
Rank. 

Pay. 

Emolu- 

ments, 

Remarks. 

Senior 

Merchants. 

Junior 

Merchants. 

Factors. 

Writers, 

Council, 





Rs. 

Rs. 


Governor 

... 




1,00,000 



Second and Third Members 

2 

... 


..J. 

'38,000 

each. 


Fourth Member 

1 

... 

... 

... 

32,000 



0ovemor*s 








Private Secretary ... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

each. 


Assistants 

... 


... 

2 

360 


Secretarfs Office^ 








<A) Public Bevenue and Commer- 








cial Departments : 



■ 





Secretary 

1 

... 



7200 

1200 

Including fees. 

Deputy 

... 

1 



3600 

396 


Head Assistant 

.M 

1 

... 

... 

1800 



Second do. 



1 

... 

im 



Third and Fourth Assistants. 



2 

... 

720 

480 

As Examiners. 

5 th, 6th, 7th, and 8fch do. ... 



1 

3 

720 

each. 


(B) Secret and Military Depart- 








ments 1 

Secretary 





3600 


The Secretary to the Public 

Deputy 

... 

'i 

... 

... 

3600 


Department as at present. 

First Assistant 

... 

... 

1 


1800 



Second do 


... 

•ft* 

1 

1200 



Accountanfs Office, 








Acoountant'General 

1 

... 

9*0 


7200 


Hs. 400 more as Accountant, 

Deputy ... 

... 

"i 



4400 


Mayor's Court. 

Hew Assistant ... 

... 

... 


.«* 

1800 

180 


Second do. 

... 

... 

i 

•«* 

1200 



Third and Fourth Assistants ... 

... 

... 

••ft 

g 

720 

e^h. 
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we deem necessary and adequate to the transacting the Company's 
business under your management and to the support of the honour 
and dignity of their kingdom in the East Indies so far as respects 


Bomhny EstaUisJimoit, continued. 




Kumber and 1 







Rank. 








5 



Pay, 

Emolu- 



OfScers. 

•S 

R 

PI 



ments. 

Remarks. 


CS , 

3 o ^ 

(A 
? o 

1 

§ 





s 

u 



^ ■ 






Civil Boy Mfjtdefi Office > 





Es. 

Rs. 



Pay Mstster ... j 

1 




14,400 

... 

The fortifications being, it t® 







supposed, completed, the 
new fortification paymaster® 

. 



1 







ship to be abolished and the 


Deputy .j 

... 

1 



1200 


duties incoiporated With the 


One Assietaiiti ... I 

... 


1 

... 

720 1 


Civil Pay Office without any 


Do, ... .« 

... 



1 

720 


additional emolument as the 


Marine Dej^ariment, 







land paymaster has the di- 
rection of the repairs to for- 


Secretary to the Comptrollers ... 

1 

*«• 

... 

... 

1200 


tifications and buildings. 


Assistant ... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

408 




Marine Pay Master 

1 


... 


9600 


Rs, 888 for servants. 


Assistants ... 


... 

1 

i 

360 




Ge ne ra 1 Stores Offi. ce. ^ 

Storekeeper ... ... 

Assistant ... .*.* 

1 

... 

’i 

... 

1 4920 

■ ■ 

Rs, 330 for servants. 


Marine Stores 0$ce» 









Storekeeper 

Assistant 

1 

... 

1 


1 5COO 




Tremiry and Transfer OJice, 
Sub-Treasurer & Transfer Master. 

1 




2160 




Assistant 

... 

... 

i 

... 

1200 




Warehouse* 









Warehouse-keeper 

Assistant 

1 

“i 

... 

::: 

} 




Custom Mouse t 









Custom Master 

1 


... 


16,800 




Deputy 



... 

»•« 

360 

4800 



Assistant ... ... 


... 

1 

... 

360 




MUUary Pay Office, 









Pay Master ... ... 

. 1 


..i 

... 

6009 

6000 



Deputy 

. ... 

’*5 

■ 

' ... 

1200 




Assistant ... 

. ... 

■ ...■ 

1 

... 

360 




Military Siorehmse. 









Storekeeper 

. 1 




14,400 




Assistants ... „ 

, ... 

... 

1 

'i 

360 




CoUeetor^s Ojffice. 









Collector of Fombay 

Do. Mafiiim ... 

. 1 
1 

... 

... 

... 

3550 

4487 

}- 

■With servants and emolu- 
ments. 


Transktior’s Office, 








Portuguese 





360 


To be annexed to other Offices 


French and Dutch 

. !!! 




600 

l-i 

according to the qualifica- 
tions. 


Cleric of the Market .. 

'• ... 

... 

■ ... 

' ... 

3360 

... 

To be annexed to another 


Military Board, 







Office. Es, 432 servants' 
allowance. 


Secretary 

. 1 


■ ■..« 

... 

3600 




Blrst Assistant 

, ... 


1 


960 




Second do. ... . .. 

. ... 


... 

*1 

720 




Mint Master 

ComniUtee of Accounts* 

. 1 

... 

... 

... 

... 




Secretary ... 

. ... 

... 

... 

... 

1800 

... 

Annexed to another Office. 


Total 

. 10 

11 

IS 

12 
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yeiir Presiden-cy. In apportioning tlie servants o£ tlie different ranks 
to the several offices in the enclosed establishment we have in general 
followed the division that obtains at present. Still we do not mean 
to- restrict them precisely to those ranks and no other. In case of a 
vacancy of an office directed to be given to a junior merchant should 
there be none of that rank unemployed a senior merchant may be 
appointed thereto and so of the other ranks and vice versa. This 
must of course be. left to- your own discretion subject to- the limitations 
of the Act of the 26th of his present Majesty as to the disposal of 
offices to servants of a. given standing in the service. In fixing the 
emoluments to the different offices we have been guided by the last 
accounts received from your Presidency, and, though many of the 
offices appear to have no emolument aniieKed to them, we have not 
fixed any salary thereto, conceiving this is probably owing to the same 
person filling more than one employment. Should you be of opinion 
that such stations deserve any allowances you will represent the same 
to us with your reasons for so doing,^ 

On the 8th April 1789 the Court write: As we daily feel much 
convenience in the despatch of business by the ai'rangement we have made 
in the conduct of our correspondence with you, we think that arrange- 
ment may be further improved by the addition of a Political Depart- 
ment. By Political we mean all correspondence with or relative to other 
powers in India, whether Native or European. According therefore to. 
this and our former orders each conveyance will bring to us your 
despatches under five separate heads and in five sej^arate letters, namely 
Public, Political, Military, Revenue, and Commercial, besides what 
may be necessary for you to address to the Secret Committee in terms 
of the Act of Parliament.^ 

Referring to this at their Consultation of the 18th September 1789* 
the Bombay Goveim-ment oberve : We trust that our Honourable Masters 
will have noticed tliat, since receipt of their orders of the 21st November 
1787, the records of this Government liave been arranged agreeably 
to fcheir wish under the heads of Public, Political, ?dilitary, and 
Revenue^ Although the terms Secret and Political have been liitherto 
kept in use, the former word sl^ll in future be discontinued in pursuance 
of their commands before us^ 

The Consultation continues : The Honourable Company having 
instituted the post of’ Private^ Secretary to the Governor's office, the 
President nominates Mr. Edward Galley thereto. It is agreed to^recomr 
mend to the Company that a monthly salary of Rs. 500 be- annexed, as 
also to request that they will assign it to him from 1st November 
1787 since which period he has acted as private secretary do- Governors 
Boddam and Ramsay although not under that appellation. ^ The 
President also nominates Messrs. Brown and Pringle the two assistants 
in his office;^ 


1 Pub. Bep. Court’s Letters Vol. 12 of 1787-1790, 182 - 184, 

2 Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Yol. 12 of 1787 - 1790, 196 - 197. 

3 Pub. Diary 95 of 1789, 538- 539. , ^ Fub. 'Dm'y 95 of 1781\ 537. 
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In a Despatch dated the 2kfc April 1790 the Court write : With 
respect to the sum allowed Messrs. Carnegie and Green for house rent, 
after the liberal salary which by our letter of April 1785 was established 
for the members of your Council and which was declared to be in full 
for all emoluments whatever, we cannot consent to any allowance being* 
made for house rent to any of the members in future. If even the 
late increase of salary had not been coupled with the declaration before 
mentioned, the giving Rs. 300 a month for house rent to Messiy. 
Carnegie and Green was directly contrary to the order contained in 
the 24th para of our general letter of the 16th (15th) January 1783. 
But as your acquiescence herein was expressly subject to our approbation 
we direct that you call upon those gentlemen to refund what they 
may have received in consequence of your resolution of the 2nd 
December 1786.^ 

On the 14th December 1791 the Court write to Bombay: By the 
accompanying Resolutions on the 19th April and 9th November 1791 
you will see that the sons of native Indians are not eligible to any 
station in the Company's service either in Civil Military or Marine or 
for sworn officers of the Company's ships employed between Europe 
and India,^ 

On the 10th April 1793 the Court wrote to Bombay: As doubts 
have been entertained respecting the time when the salaries of our 
Go v^ernor General and Council of Bengal and of the Governors and 
Councils of other Presidencies shall cease in the eases of their quitting 
India without resigning the service, we have resolved and do hereby 
direct that upon any person in any of those stations quitting the 
Presidency to which he belongs and afterwards coming to Europe or 
elsewhere westward of the Cape of Good Hope, be it on account of 
health or for any other cause, and whether he shall or shall not have 
formally resigned the ser™e, he shall be considered as having quitted 
and vacated his station from the time of his leaving such Presidency 
and his salary shall from thenceforth cease in like manner as if he had 
made a formal resignation of the service. This is not to prevent any 
of our Presidencies from giving a reasonable leave of absence to any 
member for recovery of health provided the person who quits the 
Presidency on such leave shall return to his station agineable thereto 
without proceeding to this side the Cape of Good Hope. If he shall 
come from India to the westward of the Cape his salary shall cease 
from the time of his quitting the Presidency to which he belonged. We 
further direct that no salary be issued from the treasury on his account 
until his return to the Presidency. And if he shall proceed to Europe 
or to the westw^ard of the Cape, no arreai^s of salary shall be paid to his 
attorneys beyond the day of his departure from the Presidency, but 
he is to considered as having upon such departure actually resigned 
the service. To the end that no person may plead ignorance of 
the foregoing resolution, we order that each of the Secretaries of our 


^ Pot. Dep, Court’s Letters Tot 12 of 17S7 - 1790, 286. 
" Pub. Dep, Court’s Letters Vol 13 of 1791 ■ 1795, 10-1. 
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several Presidencies do forthwith commxinicate the same in writing to 
the present members previous to the taking upon them their several 
stations, and that^ at the first Cotmcil in which they shall afterwards sit^ 
they acknowledge and make a minute npon the proceedings of Council 
of the receipt of such notice and of their conformity thereto.^ 

On the 9th of May 1797 the Court write to Bombay : Having taken 
into consideration the present allowances to the Members of Council and 
tbinking it proper that they should be increased, we have resolved that 
the following addition be m^e : 1st member’s present salary of Rs. 36,000 
to be increased to Rs. 50,000 ; 2nd member^s present salary of Rs. 36,000 
to Rs. 50,000 ; 3rd member^s present salary of Es. 32,000 to 50,000,^ and 
that the same do commence from the receipt of our Public Despatch of 
the 22nd April 1796.2 

On the 29th November 1800, the Bombay Government wrote to the 
Court : We doubt not but that your Honourable Court will be fully 
advised by the most noble the Governor General in Council of the 
college lately instituted at Calcutta for the improvement and edueation 
principally of the junior branch of the Honourable Company's servants 
in India. In pursuance of this plan and of His Lordship^s instructions, 
all the eighteen civil servants of the Bombay establishment who on the 
10 th July last had not resided three years in India have been ordered 
round, besides two older servants and three officers of the military list 
who have availed themselves of His Lordship^s expressed intention to 
admit gentlemen to the benefits of the institution without restriction as 
to their period of service.'^ 

In reply on the 2nd April 1802, the Court forwarded to Bombay a 
copy of the Courtis orders to the Governor General in Council relative 
to the college founded at Calcutta.* 

The Bombay Courier of Sunday the 18th July 1802 has the 
following: On the 16th instant at 6 o^cloek in the evening departed 
this life James Rivett Carnae Esq. second member of Council at this 
Presidency. Yesterday evening at the hour of five he was interred with 
every honour suited to his rank. At daybreak the garrison flag was 
hoisted at half-mast and the colours of His Majesty^s ships in the 
harbour with those of the Honourable Company and others were displayed 
in a similar manner. At three o’clock the body was privately removed 
from his residence at the Breach into the house in town appropriated to 
the second in Council. At a quarter after four a party of 500 Europeans 
from the artillery corps and His Majesty^s 80th 86th and S8th 
Regiments assembled, the whole under the command of Colonel Bellasis 
commanding the Honourable Company's Artillery. The Artillery corps 
formed towards the Apollo Gate from left to right and His Majesty^s 
regiments alternately continuing the line in the same order. At five 
Eis Majesty^s naval and military and the Honourable Company's 


1 Fab. Dep, Coui*t*s Letters Vol. 13 of 1791-1795, 175-176. 

2 Pub. Dep. Court's Letters Vol. 14 of 1796-1799, 124. 

^Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol, 33 of 1800-1803, 68-69. 

^ Pub. Ofip. Court’s Letters Vol. 16 of 1800-1803^ 246, For these orders see pages 
249-257 of the same Volume, 
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militaiy civil and marine servants having also assembled, the proeessioii 
commenced as follo%vs : The Rev. Arnold Burrows the senior chaplain, 
and Doctor Moir the family surgeon; the Eev. Nicholas Wade the 
Junior chaplain. The pall supported by Sir W. Syer the Recorder^ 
Mr. Cherry 3rd Member of Couaeil^ General Nicholson commanding 
the forces, R. Anderson Esq. Superintendent of the Marine, Alexander 
Adamson Esq., Captain Rainier the senior officer of His MaJesty^s 
ships in the hai’bour. Robert Hensliaw Esq., J. D. Inglis Esq., James 
Fisher Esq., and Ensign James Rivett Garnac, chief mourners, followed 
by the gentlemen who had assembled for the occasion. The procession 
moved whilst the band of His MaJesty^s 86th Regiment and the^ 
garrison band were playing the dead march and other appropriate 
solemn music with accompaniments towards the Government House and 
thence to the Apollo Street making a circuit by the Adjutant GeneraFs 
office and the Dock head-gate passed close by the main guard from, 
which moving direct for the church the line halted at a convenient 
distance and formed a street through which the procession proceeded to> 
the church. Upon entering it the funeral service was performed by- 
the reverend chaplains and the body deposited next to the spot which had 
many years ago receiv^ed tliat of his sister, the wife of the late Brigadier 
General John Carnac. Three vollies from the troops announced the 
conclusion of this sad and solemn ceremony. Immediately after whiclx 
half -minute guns to the number of 43, being the age of the deceased, 
commenced &ing. An immense concourse of Natives attended and 
accompanied the procession who observed throughout the utmost 
decorum.^ 

Three months later the Oonrier of the 9th October 1802 has the 
following notice of Sir William Syer : On Thursday morning the 7th5 
instant departed this life Sir William Syer Knight Recorder of Bombay 
after a short though severe illness. His funeral which took place 
yesterday morning at half-past six was at his own desire private and 
attended from the court-house to the church where he was interred 
by the Honourable the Governor and the Members of Council J, H. 
Cherry and Thomas Lechmere Esquires together with Edward Atkins 
Esq. Mayor and the Aldeimen of the corporation who were associates 
in his Court The funeral was accompanied by a party consisting of’ 
300 rank and file of His Majesty^s 86th Regiment with their officei^s 
and 50 rank and file of the artillery the whole commanded by General 
Bella^is. Half -minute guns to the number of 40 were fired from the 
saluting battery when the funeral party moved from the court house.^ 

The Bombay Oourier of the 13th August 1811 preserves the follow- 
ing details of the death and funeral of the Governor, the Honourable^ 
Jonathan Duncan : With sentiments of the deepest regret the Govern- 
ment announces the death at an early hour this morning (11th August 
1811) of the Honourable Jonathan Duncan Esquire, Goveimor of the 
Presidency of Bombay and of its dependencies, over which he had presided 
for nearly sixteen yearn. The Government, desirous of affording every 
public demonstration of respect for the memory of the deceased, has 


^ Bombay Courier Vol. f of 1802, - Bombay Courier Vol. x of 1802. 
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resolved that his remains be interred in the Church of Bombay at the 
public expense at four o’clock tomorrow evening. A Committee com- 
posed of P. Warden Esquire Chief Secretary to Government/ Colonel 
T. J. Backhouse Commandant of the Garrison of Bombay^ and 
W. Newnham Esquire Secretary to Government^ is appointed to 
arrange and to conduct the moainful ceremony. The officers of His 
Majesty’s and the. Honourable Company's Civil Military and Marine 
services and the other gentlemen of the settlement are invited to attend 
on the occasion at the Government House in town at the hour above 
mentioned. Under the same impressions it is the wish of the Govern- 
ment that a general mourning be observed for a period of six weeks 
from this date. The flag at the Castle to be hoisted half staff high at 
sunrise tomorrow morning and to continue so until sunset. A similar 
ceremony to be observed by the shipping in the harbour. Minute guns 
57 in number corresponding with the age of the deceased to be fired 
from Hornby’s Battery and from the Honourable Company’s shipping 
in the harbour on the funeral procession moving from the Government 
House. Similar marks of respect with the solemnities suitable to the 
mournful occasion are to be paid to the memory of the late Governor at 
all the principal stations and posts dependent upon this Presidency. 

The funeral procession was arranged in the following order : Two 
trumpeters on horseback. A field officer mounted. The Grenadiers 
of His Majesty’s 47th and of the 2nd battalion 1st Native Infantry. 
The Garrison Band. The Commandant of Artillery, Quarter-Master- 
General, and Adjutant-General mounted. 

Governor’s Peons. 

Chohd^rs. The late Governor’s palanquin. Chohdars. 

Peons. 

Aids-de-Camp of the deceased mounted. Three mutes. The 
Chaplain. Plumes. Sir J. Mackintosh, J, Elphinstone Esq., The Rev- 
erend Mr. Canning, The Chief Secretary to Government—The Body — 
The Honourable Mr. Brown, His Excellency Lieutenant-General Aber- 
eromby, Commissioner of the Navy, Thomas Leclimere Esq. 

Charles Forbes Executor, and James Inverarity Esq. Chief Mourner. 

The Physician and the Private Secretary of the deceased. Three 
mutes. The Mayor and Aldermen, the High Sheriff, the Advocate- 
General and Barristers of the Honourable the Court of Recorder — three 
and three. The Master Attendant and Commodore of the Marine. The 
Secretaries to Government and Heads of Departments, the General and 
Garrison Staff and members of the Medical Board — three and three. 
The Military Secretary and Aids-de-Camp to the Commander-in-Chief, 
the officers of His Majesty’s and the Honourable Company’s Civil 
Military and Marine services and the other gentlemen of the settlement — 
four and four. The light company of the 1st battalion 6th Regiment 
Native Infantry. 

To this Notification was added the following ; Gentlemen are re- 
quested' to alight at the Town Major’s office and to order their carriages 
and palanquins to move off andto remaiii in the centre of the Green 
during the ceremony. They are likewise requested to attend at the 


Chapter^ VIII. 

Eevenue and 
Finance. 

Jonathan 

Duncan, 

1811 . 



416 


BOMBAY TOWN 


IHistorical 


aapt^YIII. 

Eevemie and 
Finance, 

Jonathan 

Bunean, 

1811. 


The Honourable 
Mr. Brown 
Succeeds, 
1811. 


Survey of 
Bombay, 
1747. 


Government House at 3 o^clock to admit of tlie procession moving off 
precisely at 4. 

The account of the funeral continues : On Tuesday afternoon at 
4 o^clock, the remains of the late Governor J onathah Duncan Esquire 
were removed from the Government House for interment in the Church 
at Bombay. The funeral was originally intended to have taken place 
on the afternoon of Monday, but the weather proving very unfavour- 
able it was postponed to the following day. The body lay in state 
duidng the evening of Monday. The procession began to move when 
the clock struck four ; Hornby^s Battery and the Honourable Com- 
pany's ships in the harbour beginning at the same instant to fire minute 
guns. It proceeded down the street towards the Apollo gate, turned 
round at the house occupied by Colonel Wilson, and proceeded towards 
the Green which it crossed and entered the Church at the western gate. 
The funeral service was performed by the Reverend Mr. Baynes and 
the Reverend Mr. Canning. The body was deposited in a vault in the 
chancel on the north side of the Communion Table. At the conclusion 
of the ceremony the troops on duty fired three vollies.^ 

At a Consultation of the 11th August 1811 it was ordered that a pro- 
clamation announcing the succession of George Brown Esquire to the 
office of Governor of this Presidency, he read at the head of the troops 
in the garrison of Bombay under a salute of 19 guns and three vollies of 
small arms. Ordered further that the proclamation be also read at the 
head of the troops at all the military stations dependent on this Presi- 
dency under a salute of 19 guns.® 

At a Consultation of the 13th October 1747 the Board received the 
following letter of the same date from Mr, Byfeld the Collector of 
Land Revenue : For want of a regular survey of such houses as are 
built upon the Honourable Company's ground, except by the additional 
houses built, little or no variation in the quit-rent has taken place since 
the Company's first establishment. And as there is great reason 
to apprehend that encroachments have been made, it will, I presume, be 
necessary to have the same measured that we may be at some certainty 
in respect to tibis branch of the revenues,^ 

With reference to this proposed survey a Consultation of the 8th 
January 1748 records: Notwithstanding the exact survey and ad- 
measurement of land within the town walls noticed in Consultations of 
the 13th March 1730 and 11th September 1730, and tlie consequent 
regulation made in our Consultation of the Srd December 1731 for 
ascertaining how much ground every inhabitant within the town 
walls possessed, it yet appears by the letter of the Collector of the 
revenues entered after our Consultation of the iSth October last 
that the collecting of the Honourable Company's quit-rent on this 
island is still on great uncertainty. This uncertainty is due partly to 


1 Bombay Courier of 1811. Fub. Diary 324 of 1811, 5339 - 5354. 

2 Bombay Oourier y of 1811. Pub» Diary 324 of 1811, 5354 « 5355- 

3 Fub. Diary 29 of 1747,371 
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the want of any general vsurvey without the town and partly to the 
encroachments those living within the walls have made since the above- 
mentioned regulation. It is therefore directed that the clerk of the 
works be appointed to set about such a survey out of hand and deliver 
his report thereof to this Board. Proper orders will then be issued 
concerning this branch of the Honomable Company's revenues,-^ 

A Consultation of the 2^th May 1748 records : It being observed 
that the inhabitants neglect to register their deeds of sale in the 
Seeretar/s office, notwithstanding all permissions for the sales of 
estates signed by the Governor conformable to an ancient custom 
hitherto observed expressly require registration. And as this failure 
to conform to rules most probably proceeds from fraudulent motives, 
it is agreed that a publication be prepared requiring all persons to 
register their deeds of sale in the Secretary's office within the space of 
ten days from the date of the said j)ublieation. Otherwise the law 
with regard to fraudulent conveyances will be put in execution with 
the utmost rigour and severity.^ 

A Consultation held a month later (24th J une 1748) continues : The 
publication concerning the registering of all deeds of conveyances in 
the Secretary’s office is now read/ approved, and ordered to be issued 
out in the usual manner.-^ 

A Consultation of the 20th August 1751 records : There being great 
cause to suspect that many of the inhabitants of the island are 
possessed of lands belonging to the Honourable Company to which they 
are not justly entitled ; directed that the Secretary issue an order to 
the Collector of the rents and revenues to make suitable inquiry into 
the merit of such persons^ present possession keeping a proper register 
of the same."^ 

At a Consultation of the 10th May 1757 the following letter from 
the Collector, dated 10th May 1757, is recorded: The term higha is 
made use of to express a certain space equal to 65 ^ Bombay biirgas. 
According to the most moderate computation one bigha of the best 
rice land yields 39 'nhards^ of the second sort 29, and of the third 16J. 
This gives a medium of 28 p/iardsy half of which or 14 p hards should 
come to the Company, The terms settled when the Honourable 
Company took possession of the island were that the Company 
should receive a certain sum annually from the proprietors of carts in 
general. This sum was estimated at a q^uarter of the value of their 
produce at that time. As the value is increased to upwards of three 
times what it was in those days, the present pension does not amount 
to more than one-sixteenth of the value of their produce for want of its 
having been stipulated to receive the Honourable Company's fourth 
part thereof in specie, that is in kind, which it is recommended may be 
done at Port Victoria. 

The terms on which ground has been let to the inhabitants of Bombay 
for planting cocoanut trees of late are as follows : For every vacant 


1 Pub. Diary 21 of 1748, 15. ® Pub. Diary 21 of 1748, 175. 

Pub. Diary 21 of 174B, 192. ^ Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 277- 
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space proper for a plants the renter pays 53| res for the first ten years 
and forever after 1 qr. 74 res or about one- quarter of the value of 
their produce. No regard is to be had whether the spaces are filled 
with trees or not. A space of twenty feet is allowed between each 
plant on the borders of a spot of ground designed to form an oart for 
cocoanut trees and 23 feet 4 inches between every plant within. Accord- 
ing to this rule a bigJm of ground being equal to 12^810 hands of 
20 inches each, is capable of containing* about 83 cocoanut trees. This 
according to the above rate amounts a year for the first ten years to 
Rs. 11-0-614, and for every year afterwards to Rs. 22 - 1-224 a bigha. 
The terms of letting out all salt batty grounds to cultivate at Bombay 
are as follows : The best ground pays res 14 a burg a, the second 
sort res 9, the third sort res 6. As 65| burgas is equal to one higha, at 
tiiat rate a higha of the first sort of ground would yearly produce 
Rs. 2-1-17, of the second sort Rs. 1-1-894, and of the third sort 
Rs. 0-3-93.' 

Two months later at a Consultation of the 26th July 1757, on a 
letter from the Collector dated 20th July 1757, the Board record: 
Mr. Price says nothing in reply to the manner in which the Honour- 
able Company'^s third of the produce of cocoanut trees was recommend- 
ed to be received. As it is of consequence that this acknowledgment 
should be made good to them in specie (kind) or in money according to 
the value of the fruit from one year to another, it is strenuously 
recommended that one or other of these methods be settled and agreed 
on with the proprietors to prevent the evasions and disputes which 
may otherwise hereafter happen. It is plain how much the Honour- 
able Company have already suffered by this point not having been 
properly attended to at their first taking possession of the island. It 
is evident that it was theti meant the Company should receive exactly 
one-fourth part of the produce of the proprietors^ oarts. But as 
instead of settling that one-fourth of the produce should be paid them 
in kind, it was agreed the Company should receive for ever a sum at 
that time deemed equivalent to one-fourth part of the produce. As 
was noticed by the Collector in his address of the 10th May, that 
sum does not now amount to more than one-sixteenth part of the 
value of ihe produce.® ^ 

The Board continue : 28 phards and 8 adhoUs of batty is allowed to 
be the medium produce of three different sorts of batty ground at 
Bombay. The moiety of the Honourable Company is always one-half 
of the batty the ground produces.^ 

Three years later, at a Consultation of the 15th July 1760, the Board 
record the following letter from the Collector, dated 15th July 1760 : 
Conformable to an order received from your Secretary I have informed 
myself of the valuation of Jivanset Padamsetis house which by an esti- 
mate made by Mr. Hugh Cameron and the vereadores on the 30th 
November 1765 appears to be Rs. 2521-1-55. The vereadores have 


i Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 16J - 353. ^ of 1757, 287. 

3 Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 286, 
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also surveyed the carts belouging to the said Jivauset Padauiset. 
Enclosed is their original report with an estimate amounting to 
Rs. 3483-1-50. His debt to the Honourable Gompany is Rs. 6351-O-0. 
But i£ these oarts are sold the circumstances of the man are such that 
he will have notliing to subsist on. Whereas if your Honour approve 
of the carts being farmed out for the most they can fetch and the 
produce paid the Honourable Company, reserving^ only a small part 
for the man^s subsistence, it may be iiie means of recovering his debt 
without distressing the family.-^ 

The following is a calculation made by the vereadores and mJidtaras- 
or elders of the oarts Canawady, Pattacawady, Shaeawady, and 
Sanvorbhot belonging to Jivanset Padamset silversmith^ by order of 
Robert Holford Esq. Colleetor 


Calculate of Oarts^ 1700 •• 


No. 

Oarts, 

OocoAN oar Trees. 

1st 

Sort. 

2nd 

Sort. 

3rd 

Sort, 

Old, 

Bearing’. 

To Bear. 

Pefora, 

1st Sort. 

2nd 

Sort 

1 

Oanawady 

5t> 

29 

38 

8 

1 

2 

16 

16 

2 

I^attacawady 

27 

6 

13- 

. 4, 

...... . 


■ ■ . 


H 

Shacawady 

6 

6 

19 

5 

3 

11 

6 

i 

4 

Shaiivorbliot ... 

18 

12 

51 

2 

... 


, ... , , 

... 


Totai 

107 

52 

123 

19 

4 

13 

! 

17 


No. 

Oarts. 

Total. 

Vacant 

Spaces. 

Betelmit 

Trees. 

Betelnnt 

Trees 

yourijy. 

Usual 

Valuation. 

Full 

Valuation. 

1 

Canawadj' 

164 

17 

68 

2 

R’s. q. res. 
512 2' 43 

B-8. q.rea,. 

- 17H4 0 5»» 

2 

Patfcacau’ady 

52 

9 

... 


ISO 1 0 

030 1 0 

3 i 

Shacawady ... 

57 

8 

; ■ 

■■ . ' 

132 0 0 

462 0 0 

4 

Shanvorbliot 

83 

4 

8, 


170 2 28 

: 597 0 0 


Total ... 

366 

38 

66 

' 2. 

995 1 71 

34S3 1 50 


TIlg vereadores^ report runs : In obedience tO' the order of the Collector 
we the vereadores and mhdtdrds of Bombay have calculated the just 
value of the oarts Canawady, Pattacawady^ Shaeaw^ady, and Sanvorbhot, 
belonging to Jivanset Padamset silversmith. The above said four 
oarts amount to Rs. 3483-1-50 as by the above account. We deelax^e^ 
the said cart Canawady should be worth more than what we value it 
at. But as it is cut down in the middle by the intended wall from 
Dongri, this is what we Judge and tEe same we report you. You 
may do what you please. 

After reading the above letter together with the report from the* 
vereadores the Board observe : Read a letter from the Collector ac- 
quainting us with a valuation of the house which has been pulled down^ 
belonging to Jivanset and enclosing the vereadores"" estimate of his oarts. 
The former amounts to Rs. 2521-1-55 and the latter to Rs. 3483-1-50, 
Ordered that the Colleetor reeeivb from the new fortification paymaster 
one- fourth of the amount of the house towards discharging Jivanset^s 


^ Fah. Diary 34 of 1760, 538. . s Diary 34 of 1760, 589. 
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debt to our Honourable Masters conformable to a regulation under the 
9tli August 1757. Also that the Collector inform himself for how 
much the said carts will probably let in order to clear the remainder 
of his debt, ascertaining likewise what may be necessary in the mean- 
time to allow Jivanset for his subsistence.-^ 

At a Consultation of the 28th October 1766 the Board read a letter 
from the Collector of rents and revenues enclosing a report to him 
by the vereadores and mhdtdrds of an encroachment on some of the 
Honourable Company's ground by one Jaon de Almeida and desiring 
our orders thereon. The same being now accordingly taken into 
consideration, we are of opinion that in order to x>i'€ivent any one 
presuming to do the like in future the trees should be confiscated to 
our Honourable Masters. Agreed that they be sold at imblic outcry 
for what they will fetch and that the trees mentioned in the report as 
planted in the road be pulled uj).” 

Of the result of the sale of the encroached land a Consultation of the 
13 th January 1767 records: The sj)ot of ground on which Jaon de 
Almeida washerman made an encroachment as represented by the 
Collector, the 28th October last, was, agreeable to our Resolution of 
that day, put up and sold to Shaikh Hasam Musa for Rs. 504* and 
* two months^ credit.^ 

At a Consultation of the 19th May 1772 the Board record: 
Esteeming it very necessary that an accurate survey should be made of 
the whole island that the situation of the farmed out villages, 
namely Malabar, Sion, Parel, Mdtunga, Dhdravi, Nagaon, Vad^la, 
M^him, and Bamaneally, and of all the Honourable Company's carts 
and grounds may be exactly laid down as well as those of all persons 
whatever. Resolved that a survey be accordingly made under the 
direction of the Collector of the revenues whom the acting engineer 
must furnish with the most skilful persons for doing it^ 

Three months later at a Consultation of the 19th August l77i^ the 
Board ordered Lieutenant Turner of the Artillery and Mr. Whitman a 
cadet to begin the survey of the island.® 


^ Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 620. ^ Diary 47 of 1766, 693. 

* Pub. Diary 48 of 1767, 41. ^ Pub. Diary 61 of 1772, 508. 

^ Pub.^ Diary 61 of 1772, 766. The ColleetoPs yearly accounts continue to show 
charges in connection with this survey till 1780. 3Sfo record of the results of this 
survey has been traced. In their report of the 21st August 1787 (Bombay Town Mate- 
rials, II. 493) the Committee of B-uildings -write : We have much reason to imagine that 
many individuals have encroached beyond the proper limits of their ground, and parti- 
cularly those whose houses or compounds extend to lanes and alleys. To detect such 
abuses effect-oally it will be necessary to make a complete survey and measurement of 
the whole of the private property within the town. Sixteen years later, on the 13th 
May 1803, that is within three months after the great fire in February 1803, the Town 
Committee (Bombay Toum Materials, II. 602) write : The present confused state of the 
haz^r rendered it impossible to obtain any correct measurement of the town. The 
committee therefore have had recourse to the most authentic document which is now 
extant, namely a survey of the place by the late Major Spaeth. The fact that Major 
Spaeth was killed at the siege of Ahmedabad in 1780 (i'liK Diary 77 of 1780, 518 ; Pub. 
Bep. Letters to the Court Vol. 26 of 17$l-82, 52), makes it probable that he continued 
and in i)art completed the survey begun in 1772. 
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A Consultation of the 25th. August 1772 records : The Collector lays 
before the Board a calculate of the expenses which will attend taking 
the survejr of the island. This for eighteen months, the time supposed 
necessary to complete the survey, amounts to Es. 391 2 and ineliides 
the pay of one surveyor. At the same time the Collector informs the 
Board that Lieutenant Turner is desirous of undertaking the survey alone. 
On this the Board record : As we are of opinion Lieutenant Turner is a 
very fit and proper person for undertaking the survey alone, this is agreed 
to. Resolved also that the Collector cause such things as are necessaxy 
for the survey to be prepared, that the work may be begun as soon as 
the season will admit. As Lieutenant Turner is at present employed 
in the Laboratory, where his future services may be useful, it is 
resolved tliat as soon as the survey is completed he shall return to his 
station therein.^ 

At a Consultation of the 7th March 1775 the Board record the 
following letter from the Mayor^s Court, dated Bombay Town Hall 
6th February 1775 : The Honourable the May or^s Court having long 
seen the absolute necessity of taking the conduct of the vereadores of 
Bombay and Mahim into their serious consideration as well from the 
numerous complaints from time to time preferred against them, as from 
their studied delays in rendering the accounts of their administrations, 
at length resolved to appoint a Committee, with full powers to examine 
carefully and strictly into the complaints against and accounts of the 
vereadores, which was accordingly done. The Committee having 
delivered in their report, after mature and deliberate consideration 
of every part of it, the whole was unanimously approved. In justice 
to so large a body of the people as the Portuguese inhabitants, the 
Court unanimously resolved to address your Honourable Board in their 
behalf. And, in the warmest and strongest terms, to recommend their 
peculiar situation to your humane and serious attention that they may 
te effectually freed from the assumed jurisdiction of the vereadores, and 
the hardships they have so long laboured under from that body whose 
power has been so illegally and so unjustly exercised ,over them for so 
many years. The Court also request your Honour will recall those 
powers given them by Governor Cowan (1729 - 1734!) respecting 
judicial matters, as the vereadores have, in consequence of the false 
construction of the meaning of tlie patent, so flagrantly and openly 
abused them. The report of the Committee, copy of which is now 
enclosed for the notice of your Honourable Board, so fully explains 
the unanimous opinion of this Court on the subject now laid before you 
that it is needless. to recapitulate any part of it, or to say anymore 
than to submit it to your serious attention, and to acquaint your 
Honours. The Register has orders to wait youi* commands, should 
you think any further information necessary, he having attended the 
Committee through the whole of their proceedings.^ 

After reading the above letter together with the report of the 
Committee tlie Board observe : Read a letter from the Mayo/s Court, 


» fuh JKary 67 of 1775, 241 - 242. 
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complaining much of the bad conduct of the vereadores and of the 
abuses committed by them, which they represent was proved before a 
committee that they appointed to examine the same ; a copy of whose 
report they now enclose with a copy of the patent granted by 
Government to the vereadores for* their rule of conduct. As we must 
conclude that this representation of the Mayor^s Court is exactly just, 
and as it thereby appears that the vereadores have abused and greatly 
exceeded the powers that they derive from their patent, and that they 
have endeavoured to keep the Portuguese inhabitants ignorant of the 
powers they are invested with, which they seem to have represented to 
the people as much greater than they really are, we are of opinion that 
the same requires reformation. After mature consideration of the 
whole, sundry regnlations are now drawn up and approved which are 
to be made known to the inhabitants by proclamation and a copy of the 
patent is to be annexed to the proclamation that the Portuguese may 
no longer be ignorant of its contents. The particulars of the regulation 
are not inserted here, as it is ordered that the proclamation, which 
contains them, be entered on this diary on the day on which it may 
be issued.^ Accordingly on the 9th of March the following pro- 
clamation was published and affixed in the usual places and in the 
customary languages. Copy was also sent to the Mayor^s Court and to 
the Chief of Mahim : By the Honourable William Hornby Esquire 
President and Governor in Council of and for all affairs of the United 
English East India Company on tlie Coast of India Persia and Arabia 
and of His Majesty^s Castle and Island of Bombay. Whereas it 
hath been represented to the President and Council rforesaid, by the 
Mayor^s Court of Bombay, that the vereadores of M^him and Bombay 
liave been guilty of very great abuses in their office ; that they have 
much oppressed and injured many of the Portuguese families on the 
said island ; and that in general they have exercised an authority over 
the Portuguese very detrimental to them, and which the said vereadores 
have usurped contrary to the true meaning and intention of the patent 
granted by the Honourable Governor Cowan, from which they derive 
Qaeir authority, as that patent has never yet been revoked. These 
abuses being thus made kaoto to us, we esteem it highly necessary 
effectually to remedy the evils complained of, and therefore as the 
vereadores in the first place have hitherto endeavoured to keep the 
contents of the said patent from being known to the inhabitants, it is 
our order that the same be hereunto annexed, that all persons who are 
desirous of a copy may have an opportunity of procuring it. 

The proclamation continues : In future the following orders are to be 
observed regarding the office of vereadores. That no person shall be 
elected into the office of vereadore, who may Iiave served in that 
capacity before, tiU after the expiration of five years from the day of 
his former election. The Chief of Mdhim and the Secretary to the 
Governor and Coimeil, before whom the vereadores are elected, are to 
take care that this order is obeyed. No person shall be esteemed an 
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orphan by the vereadores, whose father or mother ma.y be livings and 
the estate of any minor that may now be in their hands^ whose father 
or mother may be living, shall be directly delivered up with true and 
Just accounts of the same. All orphans are hereby declared to be 
capable of managing their own estates, as soon as they attain the age 
of 21 years, when their estates and effects shall be delivered to them, 
with just accounts by the vereadores. The vereadores shall never, on 
any pretence, presume to interfere with any estate or effects that may 
have been bequeathed by will, or where execntors are appointed, or 
where guardians are nominated by the deceased to their child or children 
and estate or effects. The vereadores shall immediately acquaint the 
Mayor^s Court upon their taking charge of an estate or effects that 
may properly fall under their charge and management. They shall 
then cause exact inventories to be taken, and at the expiration of twelve 
months shall render exact accounts to the Court of the estate. The 
Mayor^s Court are requested to take care that the estates and their 
produce are appropriated in the manner that may te most advantageous 
to the heirs, and that all the moneys be placed at interest in secure 
hands for the benefit of the heirs. Any vereadore acting contrary to 
these regulations and to their patent shall, on complaint being made to 
the Governor and Council aforesaid, be fined at their discretion, and, if 
they think proper, shall be discharged from that office never more to 
elected to it.^ 

In a letter of the 14th November 1747, paragraph 50, Bombay 
writes to the Court : One of the renters of the waste ground round 
the town wall being dead, the others were desirous of relinquishing 
their lease which we consented to in Consultation the 6th March and 
the same day re-let those grounds for the term of five years being the 
remainder of the lease at the rate of Rs. 650 a year which is Rs. 35 
more than formerly paid.^ 

At a Consultation of the 29th May 1750, Lieutenant Richard 
Hollomore requests of the Board the renewal of a lease of the island 
called Butcher^s Island granted to one Richard Johnstone, the lOth 
May 1743, for the term of seven years which lease expired on the 9th 
instant. It is observed that the said J dhnstone was, at the time of the 
said lease, the officer stationed upon duty on the said island and the same 
was granted him for the easy consideration of Rs. 20 a year in order 
to encourage Mm to cultivate and improve it and as a sort of gratuity 
for his being upon that station. And after the said Richard Johnstone 
left that station, the said Richard Hollomore, being the officer appointed 
to succeed him, enjoyed the reversion of said lease on the same terns. 
Agreed that the lease of the said island be renewed to the said 
Richard Hollomore for the term he may he upon that station without 
a power to make over the same to any person except to the officer who 
may be ordered to relieve him.^ 


1 Pub, Diary e7 of 1775, 245 - 247, 

2 Pub, Dep. Letters to tbe Court Vol. 1 of 1746 - 1749, 80-81, 

3 Pub. Diary 23 of 1750, 188. 
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At a Consultation of the 4tli Jannary 1757, the Board read a 
petition from Gambaji Purvoe and Bayramji Homji Parsi praying that 
we will let them a certain piece of waste ground in the district of 
Parel which they are desirous of trying to cultivate with greens, 
pulse, batty, and fruit trees, provided tl^t in consideration of the 
expense they must incur, we will grant it them gratis for five 
years and to pay half of the Honourable Compan/s pension for ten 
years after. As we are desirous of embracing any opportunity to 
encourage the growth of vegetables on the island on account of the 
present scarcity thereof, we resolve that the Collector give the necessary 
orders for letting petitioners the said piece of ground, but that the 
petitioners be indulged with it for only five years gratis and five years 
at half pension, instead of ten at half pension. This we imagine will 
reimburse their charges.^ 

At a Consultation of the 5th June 1764, the Board reperused the 
letter from the executors to the estate of R. Broughton deceased, 
desiring a renewal of the lease of Old Woman^s island. This being 
considered they ordered that the Collector cause the island to be 
surveyed by the vereadores and mhdtdrdsy and that he report to us 
what improvements it is capable of, that we make the necessary 
stipulations in the next lease for our Honourable Masters^ interest.^ 

Accordingly, on the 26th June 1764, the Collector reports: 
Agreeable to an order from this Board, dated 5th instant, to 
cause an exact survey to be made of Old Woman^s island I now 
enclose a report of the same from the vereadores o^ndimhdtdrds. I have 
only to remark that from the strictest inquiry I do not find there 
is a vacant spot' on the island fit to cultivate cocoanut trees on for 
want of sweet water daring the whole year to obtain which several 
trials have formall}- been made in vain. Neither can any other 
useful trees flourish -there, except date and brab trees, and those require 
thirty years before they arrive to perfection. The vereadores’ valua- 
tion of the garden grounds and pasturage for cattle is agreeable to 
the two last years^ produce, but before the French prisoners resided 
there and the Honourable Oompany^s buffaloes were sent to graze 
both the gardens and pasturage produced near double that amount. 
As to the method proposed to -the vereadores of letting out in parcels 
such parts of the island to those who choose to take the same on certain 
stipulated terms, there is no judging whether it will prove advan- 
tageous to the Company or not till trial is made. The surest way to 
go to work I think is publicly to put up to rent the whole island 
unless your Honour should please to indulge the old householder with 
a renewal of his lease conformable to his tenour of the last lease which 
specific a liberty for his renewing it on such terms as the Board may 
think fit to grant 

The following detailed report from the vereadores and mMtdrds^ 
dated 22nd June 1764, accompanied the Collectors letter: In 
obedience to your order, we the vereadores and matMras, along with 


’ Pub, Diary 30 of 1757> 2. 2 p^|)^ Diary 42 of 1764, 340. 

Pak Diary 42 of 1764, 383. 
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Manoel Baretto, have made a survey o£ Old Woma,n^s island eoncernitig 
the present produce and what this laud will produce in future. The 
present produce is as follows : 

The Oart Movan planted by Mr. Broughton 
contains 322 cocoamit trees, out of which 
222 are let to the Bhandaris to draw 

K,9* q. r. ■ 


toddy at the rate of Ee. J a month, amount^ 

Rs. 


r. 

ing for one year to 

666 

0 

0 

Produce of remaining 100 in cocoanuts 

75 

0 

0 


741 

0 

0 

Deduct — Annual expense of man me 

100 

0 

0 

All the brab trees annually produce 

120 

0 

0 

Deduct — Payment to arrack farmers 

50 

0 

0 


X^roduce of the Melon and Vine Gardens 
according to the accounts delivered by Mr. 
Jones of the two last years at a yearly 

medium of ... 

According to the said Jones’ accounts the 
pasture for cattle appeared 3 delding dur- 
ing the two last years 

Annual rent for a tank let out to grow 
greens 


204 0 0 


210 2 0 
10 0 0 


Deckt^t — Servants’ wages ••• 

The ground bought by Jones containing 264 
single yards and in case any difference may 
ever be found the same may be rectified 
agreeable to the accounts, The pension 
at 45 res a yard amounts to 
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165 


0 

0 


641 0 0 


70 0 0 


250 


29 a 12 
1000 1 12 


CIiapt6£TlIL 

Beveuue mi, 
finance 

Old Woman’s 
Island 
Farmed* 
1761 


We now give the probable future produce. Some of the cocoa- 
nut trees in the above said oart are mined on account of the 
Bhandaris drawing them a long time, wherefore the produce 
of the oart will be less in future. We have calculated the expense 
of the oart conformable to the Bombay carts, but as this is at 
a greater distance the expense will be greater. With regard to the 
brab trees farmed by one Manchar Jivan P4rsi for Es. 30, the said 
Manchar has let out th^e trees to Pfei Bhandaris forEs, 120 a year, 
he paying the arrack farmer^s rent. But when the said brab trees are 
released other Bhanddris will not be, able to afford to pay so much for 
the future. The produce of the gardens and the pasture of the cattle 
may be either more or less for the future according to the management 
of the farmer. We found that one Cowttoo (Kutub) Moorman, servant 
to Mr. J ones, has planted forty young cocoanut trees on a spot of ground. 
Out of these forty three begin to bear fruity still that oart is of no value 
>t present though it may be in a few years. Havi^ ^ surveyed 
the whole ground of the said Old Woman-'s island we think there can 
be planted about 2000 more cocoanut trees, provided them can ^ 
/found sufficient sweet water for watering ^ them. But as the said 
1 1006-^5 4 : ^ ■ 
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island is too distant, and also as tlie expense o£ digging the wells and 
Imilding gutters will he considerable, we judge that it would be better 
to fix half the pension formerly paid at Bombay for oarts of new 
establishment. For, in ease there is no sufficient sweet water, it 
is impossible to grow eocoanut trees, but date and brab trees may be 
planted, which grow without watering or manuring. With regard 
to the above said ground we think that it may prove advantageous to 
the Honourable Company if public notice was given to all manner of 
persons who choose to contract for the said ground that they give in 
their proposals sealed up and agreeable thereto the contract may be 
made of the said ground. This is what we report to you and you 
may order as you think proper.^ 

On the same day, 26th June 1764, after perusing the Collector's letter 
together with the report from the vereadores the Board observe : Read a 
letter from the Collector enclosing a report survey of Old Woman^s 
island. These being considered and the letter delivered by the present 
farmers and read the 5th instant being referred to, it is agreed, in con- 
sideration of the losses the farmers have sustained by the French prison.ers 
having been kept there, to comply with their request for a renewal 
of the lease. The term of the new lease be only fourteen years and the 
rent to be increased to Bs. 100 a year, exclusive of the oart which is 
now become the sole property of the Honourable Company. A clause 
must now likewise be inserted in the lease to entitle the farmers to 
half the amount valuation of any improvements they may make during 
the term of their lease at its expiration when the small oart of forty 
trees already planted and mentioned by the Collector must become the 
sole property of the Honourable Company without any consideration 
being paid for it, and the usual pension to be collected from the farmers 
for the ground they have purchased on the island from the day the 
present lease expires.^ 

At a Consultation of the Srd July 1764 the Board read a letter 
from the heirs to the estate of Mr. Richard Broughton deceased, where- 
in they return thanks for our consenting to renew the lease of the 
Old Woman:^s island fox a term of fourteen years. At the same time 
promising to plant coeoannt trees provided we will extend the term 
of the lease to twenty -one years without which they will not reap any 
benefi.t from the improvements they may make as on that island 
oocoanuts do not produce fruit in less than thirteen or fourteen years. 
If this should not be agreeable they desire permission to plant as 
many eocoanut trees as possible on paying the half pension as usual for 
the first ten years and after the full pension the property of such oarts 
to be wholely and solely theirs. But this, we do not think, will be at 
all for our Honourable Masters’ interest. At the same time we are 
of opinion the farmers khonld be indulged with a longer term j they 
w31 otterwfee reap but little benefit from any improvements they may 
imkeamd^OTsequenHy any'pmns to etdiivate it Re- 

solved that iherjr be allowed to hoM such ^ots as they may cultivate 
with eocoanut trees fer a term of. twmty-one years and the remainder 
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of the island for fourteen. Taking into consideration whether selling 
or renting the oart on this island will be most for our Honourable 
Masters^ interest we are unanimously of opinion the preference 
ought to be given to selling. It is therefore agreed to sell the oart at 
puMc outcry for the most it will fetch on Tuesday the 31st instant. 
Of this public notice must be given as usual and a clause be 
inserted in the lease whereby at all times the purchasers may have free 
access thereto withont any impediment on the part of the farmer of' 
the island.^ 

Accordingly on the 31st July the Board went to the Bandar to make 
sale of the oart on Old Woman^s island, which was put up, and, sub- 
ject to the following conditions, sold to Shamji N4ranset for 
Bs. 7550 to be paid in three months^ time at the old pension. The 
purchaser to liave free access to the island whenever he may think 
proper without any impediment on the part of the farmer. Should 
the Honourable Company at any time have occasion to cut down any 
of the trees the. purchaser to be indemnified for the sam?e } 

At a Consultation of the 6th February 1767, the Board record 
the following letter from the Collector, dated 5 th February 
1767 : Having according to your Honour^s orders examined into the 
merits of Vishvanath and Mah^^dev^s petitions, together with the 
pretensions of Kh4n Garat, I cannot find that the Kh^n^s people 
have the least right or title to the lands they claim, nor that they 
have ever paid any pension to the Honourable Company for the same. 
For many years past the ground has served the village of Girgaon 
as public commo|iing. And as waste ground is the Honourable 
Company "^s sole right and property, I request your Honour^s orders 
whether the same shall be granted to the petitioners as requested by 
them. After consideration the Collector is ordered to let out the land 
as waste ground on the usual terms.^ 

At a Consultation of the 24th March 1767 the Board read the follow- 
ing letter from the Collector, dated 23rd March 1767: In conse- 
quence of your Honour^s order to me of the 6th February to grant unto 
Vishvan4tb Purvoe and Mahadev, two arnys or spots of waste ground 
which they had discovered and petitioned for on Malabar Hill, ten 
other spots of the like nature have been discovered, as per particular 
account thereof enclosed. These plots for many years past have been 
possessed by the persons mentioned in the said account, without their 
Ixaving ever paid the Honourable Company any pension or other con- 
sideration for the same. As both the present possessors and several 
other persons have petitioned me, for the said waste grounds to be 
granted them on the usual terms of pension, I request your Honours 
orders whether the same shall be granted to the present holder or to 
other claimants or whether your Honour may judge it more proper that the 
same be disposed of by public outcry. Having in consequence of your 
Honour^s orders enquired into the merits of Rangdji Bhavanji^s petition 


5 Pub, Bi^ry 42 of 1764, 394 - 395. » Pub. Biary 43 of 1764, 440. 

Pub. Biary 48, of 1767,103, lia 
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I find that in the year 1755 Bhavanji had actually sold the spot of the 
oart mentioned in his petition to Sadashiv Sinay Bramo(Sheiivi Brahman);, 
and that this person did not die until the year 1762 or 1763 and had 
possessed the same during all that time. Eangdji affirms and can prove 
Sadashiv never paid him the purchase money for the same. F or this 
reason he never gave Saddshiv the title-deeds, notwithstanding which the 
plot was sold with the rest of the said SadashiWs estate towai’ds payment 
of his debt to the Honourable Company. As the title-deeds of the 
said spot are still in Rang^ji^s hands and as he never received from 
the said Sadashiv any purchase money for the same, he requests your 
Honour will please to order the amount sale thereof to be refunded him. 
Having also enquired into the petition of the proprietors of the ground 
occupied for a public road from Parel to Sion, I find they have never 
cultivated the land since it was taken up for a road, that they have 
never yet been paid for it or had any other ground delivered them in 
lieu thereof, as has been usual in the like cases. ^ 

On this the Board order : That the Collector let the present 
holders keep the Malabar Hil! ground according to their petition except 
one spot included therein, which the Collector is to deliver to Vishva- 
rAth Purvoe as a reward for his having been the person who first 
discovered the encroachments.^ * 

Three weeks later, at a Consultation of the 17th April 1 767, the Board 
had another petition from the proprietors of the arnys or waste plots at 
Malabdr Hill, showing the proprietors were still dissatisfied with the 
orders given regarding the land. It was therefore agreed to prevent 
farther altercation that, subject to the usual terms ofepension, the lands 
be put up at public outcry and sold for the most they will fetch. 
One of the plots, a large dwelling house, belonged by law to the Honourable 
Company, This plot was therefore reserved, and ground rent ordered 
to be collected for the same.® 

According to the above on the 29th May 1767 the Board ordered 
that the arnys on Malabdr Hill be sold on Tuesday next the 3rd of 
June and that public notice be immediately given thereof,* 

On tile 2nd June the Board put up to sale the arnys or waste 
grounds at Malabdi' Hill for two months credit, which were accordingly 
sold to different persons for the sum of Rs. 44^65. Ordered that 
shawls be given to Vishyandth Purvoe, Madpore, and Manoel Murzello 
as a reward for discovering these waste grounds and in order to induce 
others to make further discoveries of the like nature.^ 

On receipt of a report of these proceedings in a letter of the 31st 
March 1769, paragraph 67, the Court write : We approve the 
manner in which you let the arnys or waste grounds on Malabar Hill 
and are pleased at the prices they fetched and hope they -will be found 
-capable of further improvement,® 


* PuK Diary 48 of 1767, 217-218. 

» Pub. Diary 48 of 1767, 272. 

* Pub. Diary 49 of 1767, 378. 

® Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters ¥oL 8 of 1769 - 1771, 41. 


* Pab. Diary 48 of 1767, 207. 
^ Pab. Diary 49 of 1767, 369. 
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At a Consultation o£ the 7tli May 1771 the Board read a petition 
from J ohn Watson witli one from Andrew Nesbitt, each roc[uesting a 
lease of a piece of ground on the same terms as Mr. Ramsay holds his 
lease and undertaking if their wish is granted they will build and 
make other improvements. As it appears to us that improvements of 
this kind must be of general benefit to the island, and consequently 
to our Employers, ordered therefore they be complied with, together 
with Mr. Cooper's petition to the same purpose, which was until now 
deferred.^ 

At a Consultation of the 19fch J une 1772 the Board record the follow- 
ing letter of the same date from Gaspar Dagon : Having the honour 
to farm the villages from Parel to Sion, the Kimbis have represented 
to me the losses they suffer by large pits in their batty fields dug for 
limestones and left open. It is extremely hard the Kunbis should 
suffer thereby and be obliged not only to fill them up at their own 
expense but to lose the cultivation of the ground by which they are 
unable to pay the Honourable Cojnpany's toka,^ On this the Board 
observe : Read a letter from Major Dagon farmer of several of the 
Honourable Company's villages representing that the Kunbis complain 
that they suffer losses by chunam stones being dug in their batty 
fields and the holes left open and requesting the Board will make a 
suitable deduction in the rent or grant him other redress. Ordered 
that the Collector enquire into the custom heretofore practised in 
digging chunam stone and report the same.^ 

At a Consultation of the 10th May 1773 the Board read a petition 
from Lieutenant James Jackson of the artillery requesting that a 
lease of a piece of waste ground situated near Byculla may be granted 
him as he is desirous of Wlding and making other improvements on 
the same. With this it is agreed to comply on the usual terms. After 
the boundaries are ascertained in the customary manner, the Secretary 
is to execute a lease to Lieutenant Jackson accordingly.^ 

At a Consultation of the 9tli November 1773 the Board read a 
petition from Lieutenant Abraham Henny requesting a lease of a spot 
of waste ground near Byculla on the same terms as granted to Mr. 
Ramsay, as he proposes building and making other improvements 
thereon. This is granted, and the Collector is ordered to cause the 
boundaries to be ascertained by the vereadores when the Secretary 
will execute a lease for it.® 

At a Consultation of the 24th December 1773 the Board read a 
petition from Mr. Samuel Stedman, requesting a lease of a spot of 
ground, being part of the M^zgaon estate, on the usual terms and 
conditions. This is granted and after the Collector has ascertained 
the exact boundaries as customary, the Secretary is ordered to execute 
a lease.^ 

At a Consultation of the 7th April 1774 the Collector presents to 
the Board an account of the measurement of the spot of waste ground 

I Pub. Diary 57 of 1771, B70. ® Pak Diary 61 of 1772, 606- 606. 

3 Pub. Diary 61.of 1772, 602. ^ Pub. Diary 63 of 1773, 380-381. ' 

^ Pub, 'Diary 64 of 1773,782. ^ « Pub. Diary 1773^ 803."- - 
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mentioned in a petition from Mr. Samuel Stedman in tlie month o£ 
December last. Agreed that the ground specified by this measureinent 
be granted to Mr, Samuel Stedman on the usual terras and conditions 
and the Secretary is ordered to execute a lease accordingly.^ 

A Consultation of the 14th Jnne 1774 records: Mr. Stephen 
Tirson having petitioned for a waste piece of Malabdr Hill in order to 
cultivate and improve the same^ the Collector was ordered to cause it 
to be measured and the boundaries and annual toka to be fixed as usual. 
The Collector now presents to the Board a letter enclosing the parti- 
culars of the land. It is therefore ordered that the Secretary draw 
out and execute to Mr. Tirson a lease for the said ground for the term 
of 99 years on the usual conditions 


Village, Farm Mevemte, 1747 


Village* 

1747. 

1751. 

1768. 

1765. 

1773- 



Es. . 

Es. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Bs. 

Malahdr 

... 

200 ‘ 

212 

616 

250 

305 

Pare! ... ... 

... 


2605 

8106 

2900 

3050 

Sion ... .« 

... 


1300 

3430 

1330 

1430 

Dhdravi ••• 

... 

«*• ■ ■ 

273 

327 

350 

440 

M;itunga 

... 

... 

3965 

2335 , 

. 1817 i 

2105 

Vadala »<.- 



i' 1761' 

2250 

1915, 

' 1800 

Nagaon 


... 

' 982 

1225, 

1015 i 

1110 

Bamnoli and Coitem 

»»» 

... 

i 530 

635 

611 j 

520 

M4him and Warli ... 

... 

... 

144 

400. 

137,. 

110 

Total 

... 

200 

9772 

12,223 I 

10,225" 1 

10,870 

1 


At a Consultation of the 12th May 1779 the Board put up the 
following villages to farm for seven years beginning the 1st June 
1779:® Village Farm Revenue, 177B - 1786. 


Village. 

Annual Stock 
Rent in 
Batty. 

Brah 

Trees. 

Tributes 

ol 

Fowls . 

Mango 

Trees. 

Small Rent 
for ground 
called 
Feros 
(Poras f) 

Ybabuy Runt, 

1772 to 
1779* 

1779 to 
1786. 

Son 

Phi.r®£vl , 1 ,. ''' »*# ... 

Vadste ’♦.* — 

Kaigaon 

Bamnoli and Ooltem 

Pawl 

Msdiim nmd Warii ... 

Total ... 

MalaMr Hill except the 
gronnd let out and the 
groand round the Ganga 
allowed andently lor 
charitable service 

Total ... 

M.phe«ii4.aers. 
64 16 G 0 
80 23 6 2 

9 4 8 3 

76 22 7 3 

42 18 6 1 

24 12 1 If 

135 11 6 21 

8 24 2 2| 

171 

76 

623 

X 

5 

‘h 

51 

114 

42 

*20 

15 

Rs. q, r. 
46 0 36 

4 2 80 

9 3 30 
32 0 24 
13 1 18 

172**3' 15 

Rs. 

1350 

2140 

390 

1940 

1010 

510 

3380 

120 

Rs. 

1480 

2105 

440 

1800 

1100 

520 

3050 

110 

428 6 16 3i 

829 

227 

15 

278 S 3 

10,840 

10,555 




.. 1 


405 

306 





... 


11,245 

10,860 


JVote.~Thirty telijKSiiaa of tlie privatow pay anmially forfi.B Es. 44-2 -49. The trees occupied ‘by the 
Kmbia aad for wMch they pay a to the Hoaoinutole Cosnmny are not included in tMs 
iayeotoiy. 


1 Pub. Diary 6S of 1774 286-287. s Pnb. Diary 65 of 1774, 413. 

* Ker. Diary 1 of 1779i 66. 
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At a ConsTiltation of the 17th May 1749^ the Board record the 
following* letter from Mr. Laurence Sulivan the Collector of 
Eevenues^ dated 4th March 1749 : Great regularity appears in 
reducing the M^zgaon pension to what the estate now pays the 
Honourable Company. On the pension books the change is thus 
explained. In 1674, on the establishment of the total yearly payment of 
Xs. 20,000 Aivara IPerez de Tavora lord of Mdzgaon paid for that 
estate yearly Xs. 1304-2-29. From this total have been made the 
fallowing Just deductions : 


For Vezrey Hill now in posjsession of Mdnekji’s 

Xs. 

lar, res. 

family and paid by them yearly 

For Bardeen Batty Grounds belonging now to 
Nanji Batan, a Ptoi ditto 

32 

1 0 

30 

0 60 

For Puckerewall (Pakhd.diva;da) Oarts and Batty 
Grounds bequeathed the Honourable Com- 
pany and the pension tlien struck off which 
was annually 

163 

1 28 

The amount the present possessors pay yearly... 

226 

1078 

0 8 
2 13 


This I think is demonstration that due care has ever been taken not 
to load the estate with a pension they should not pay. With respect 
to the salt pans, at the same settlement of 1674 of Xs. 20,000 when 
Tavora paid Xs. 1304-2-29 for his whole estate, Bhavdnset copper- 
smith is distinctly rated at Xs. 5 for his salt pans. This his family 
has paid without impediment to this day. I am not so clear with 
regard to the other salt grounds. Still there is the authority of 
Mr. Courtney then Collector for a separate payment. And as I hope 
in the course of this letter to show your Honour that all salt grounds 
are the Company'^s property, it will follow that Mr. Courtney only did 
the Company justice. In 1674 when during the Governorship of 
Gerald Aungier Esq. the people’s rights and the Company’s royalties were 
solemnly settled in a general assembly, at which Tavora the proprietor 
of Mazgaon was present, I find in that instrument, which was signed 
by both sides, these words : 13th Article. That there shall be reserved 
for the Honourable Company’s service ail grounds on the waterside 
within the. compass of the island to be disposed of on necessary occa- 
sions for the public excepting such grounds whereon there are at pre- 
sent planted gardens of cocoanut trees or rice grounds as also churches 
houses and warehouses of stone. Whensoever for the public good it 
shall be necessary to make use of any of the said places or pxnperties 
the Governor and Council shall make satisfaction to the interested in 
a reasonable manner. But the people are to take notice that they 
receive in this a particular favour from the Honourable Company their 
Governor and Council, in regard that in all kingdoms of the world, the 
ground on the waterside from the distance of forty yards at least from 
high-water mark belongs as a sovereign right or privilege to the Kings 
or Princes thereof. 

This article I apprehend indisputably proves the Honourable Company’'s 
prerogative to the shores of this island, a power they have never given 
np. In the leases of Old Woman^s island and of Malabar Hill the 
Company expressly farm to the renters all fish-pans decoys and weirs. 
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Although^ upon this very subject, the family of Tavora went to^ Eng- 
land^ and (supported by an ambassador of Portugal) made apx:>lication 
to our Kingj yet the Honourable Company preserved their power over 
the fishery and coolery of Mazgaon. I have incjuired of many of the old 
inhabitants. All agree that where the salt water washes is the Com* 
pany^s ; the sweeter grounds, as they term them, the subject^ s. Warli 
was formerly an estate of the same Tavora^s^ whose proprietors have 
equal power with those of Mdzgaon, Yet in. vain have they frequently 
applied for liberty to make advantage of their own grounds near the 
shore. So late as Mr. Byfeld^s Collectorship they attempted to^ erect 
a salt pan and on examination they could not obtain such permission. 
What will put this matter past dispute is the Honourable Company's 
uneontested power over the Bay of Mazgaon. The marine registers 
will show that Mdzgaon was the place where formerly all the Com- 
pany's vessels and small eiuf t were hauled up in the monsoon. Docks 
have been built there and no merchant at this day can build or shelter 
even a boat without permission from the marine paymaster to whom a 
small perquisite has been confirmed by the Governor and Council. A 
proper distinction is also preserved in favour of the estate since any 
person building banksauls or sheds (literally plank-halls) on the land, 
has to take the leave of the proprietor and pay him a consideration. 
Upon inspection I hope that your Honour will find those points justly 
stated. At least I can assure you I have spared no pains to obtain a 
true knowledge of them. As the present renters have assumed the 
power to imp^e the Honourable Company's Kolis fishing round the 
shores of Mdzgaon unless subject to their orders, I cannot as 
Collector admit such a light until I am authorized. Your Honour 
will please to settle it so ihki the people may reap the advantages from 
which they are at present debarred.^ 

The Board also record a letter from the Collector Mr. Laurence 
Sulivan, dated 16th May 1749: Some weeks past I acquainted 
yonr Honour that the inhabitants of Mazgaon dependant on the 
Honourable Company begged redress against the renters who designed 
levying a double tax on their houses rating at a rupee those who 
formerly paid Ra As you were pleased to disallow of this, I told 
the people they were not to pay the extra tax. Yesterday and today 
the people have been with me complaining that the renters impeded 
them covering their houses until they pay this double tax and request 
speedy relief as the monsoon is so near. I am therefore again obliged 
to trouble your Honour for such order as you judge necessary.^ 

At a Consultation of the 17th May 1749 the President laid the above 
two letters before the Board. After consideration the Board directed 
that Messrs, Thomas Lane and James Henry Lambe be appointed a 
committee to inquire into this complaint and make a report of their 
proceedings to this Board.® 

Three days after (the 20th May 1749) Messrs, Lane and Lamhe 
submit the following report : Your Honour having appointed us as 
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a committee to inquire into the eotuplaints given in by Mr. Laurence ^ Chapter Till* 
Sulivan as Collector against the present renters of Mazgaon fami Esvenaeand 

of divers encroachments made by them upon the inhabitants or the PLnanco. 
said farrn^ we on examination found that the renters lay claim, 

Istly to certain batty gn*ounds and salt pans ; 2ndly to a quarry of 
stone now in possession of Mazgaon church ; Brdly to raise the ground 
rent on houses belonging to the inhabitants; 4thly to a govern- 
ment over the fishermen that they shall not go to. fish in shallow waters 
without their leave and paying them a small ^ consideration for such 
license ; othly to appropriate to their use certain weeds and brushwood 
that grows in the tide^s way at present in possession of Esdji Ndik, 

To all these we now lay before your Honour the best information we 
could procure. In respect to the batty grounds and salt pans above 
contested it appears, partly by records ^ partly by relation of the 
old inhabitants, that these grounds were originally recovered t^^ni the 
sea by throwing up enclosures of stone which we apprehend could never 
have been done but by a permission from the regal power of this 
island. This being premised we shall shew their titles to their grounds 
as presented to us. Esdji Naik purchased Ins batty grounds and salt 
pan of Vithalset coppersmith, who bought it offi Rhodji Patil on the 
20th January 1701 and produced his deed of sale. Tavora the last 
lord of Mdzgaon was alive at the time this purchase was made. During 
his life and unto this day the said Esaji Ndik has held an indisputed 
possession. Further as Mr. Laurence Sulivan observes in his letter 
under the 4th March 1749 that when in the year 1674 the pension upon 
Mdzgaon estate was settled at Rs. 1304-2-29, this ground was not 
included in the said pension. If it was, the diminution of the pension 
would appear, as it does in the cases of Vezreywall, Bardeen batty 
grounds, and Puekerewall (Pdkhadivdda) the sale of which has reduced 
the Mdzgaon pension to Rs. 1078-2-13. We are therefore of opinion as 
Tavora made no claim to this ground in his lifetime and paid no pension 
for it, it ought not to be esteemed as a part of or as belonging to the said 
estate. Dhaiiji Bhavanset made appear that he inherited liis ground 
from his father and that the same had been in his family uninfeerruptedl}' . 

As it appears on the records in the Collector's office that in the year 
1674 when the people were laid under an annual tribute of Xs. 20,000 
as an acknowledgment for their possession of the ground on this island 
on the division, it fell to the share of his predecesor to pay a pension or 
Xs. 5 for this very spot now contested, this being also distinct from, the 
pension then taxed on Mazgaon estate. It follows that this ground 
could be no part of the Mazgaon estate. Bdb^ 3 i lh4kiii’, soil of 
Daii Thdkur, produced a petition of his father to Mr. Stephen 
Strutt then 2nd in Council, dated 1715, wherein he desires permission 
to throw up some stone banks by the river side to recover the land now 
contested. This petition was confirmed and the year following the 
vereadores and unhdtdnis were appointed to measure the ground so 
recovered and settle the pension which they fixed at Xs. 4 a year. ^ Fiom 
the above we think that all these holders^ titles are good. It remains 
to examine whether they have not made any inland encroachments 
and taken part of the Mazgaon estate. Of this the vereadores and 
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* mhdtdrcts are tlie only judges. Secondly^ as to tlie quarry of stone now 
in possession of the ehtirch of M^zgaon it is to be observed that when 
Tavora died he left^ as mentioned by name in his will, certain batty 
grounds to the clmreh which are supposed to produce 12 niudds a year. 
It is nowhere mentioned in Tavora'^s will that the church is to have a 
revenue from digging of stone, neither is it known to us that the spot 
where the above quarry now is, was one of those individual pieces of 
ground left in Tavora'^s will to the ehureh. The mhdidrds alone can 
determine whether it is or no. Su|)posing it be, it ought to be let out 
to sow batty as batty not stone was left to the ehureh, otherwise the 
will is not complied with. Thirdly, as to raising the ground-rents on 
the houses belonging to the inhabitants, the present renters as repre- 
sented by Mr. Sulivan in his letter of the 16th May had actually raised 
their rent. We apprehend the increase w^as not exorbitant. That a 
ground rent on these houses was ever recovered is not disputed. The 
increase was left to the discretion of the owners of the estate to fix 
the rate, regard being had to the circumstances of the owners as 
well as to the dimensions of the houses. As this method is subject to 
oppression and dispute, we apprehend it would be much better to have 
a rate fixed in proportion to w^hat they now pay. Fourthly, as regards 
the direction over the fishermen claimed by the renters, the Company 
have always supported their own dominion over the eoolery and fisher- 
men of Mazgaon. We think the Company's claim ought not in the 
least to be receded from. Wliatever may have been practised by 
the former owners of this estate, we apprehend that the investment of 
such a power in the renters is wrong and injurious to the liberty of 
the subjects. As several of the fish decoys have been made at the expense 
of the owners of Mazgaon estate the present renters ought to have it 
in their power to permit those only that they please to fish in those 
decoys. The renters ought not to have power to hinder the villagers 
fishing in any other water. Fifthly, as to the weeds and brushw'ood 
which the renters claim as manure, we observe that they grow in the 
tide^s way and therefore cannot. be said to be the property of any man. 
Still they can more reasonably be allowed to the farmers than to Es^Ji 
N^ik who claims them only under pretence tliat they are eontiguous to 
hm ground.^ 

At a Consultation of the 30th May 1749, the Board pass the 
following orders on the Committee’s report : Taking into consider- 
ation what the Committee set forth in their abovementioned report 
concerning the claim made by the renters on certain batty grounds 
and salt pans which now pay the Honourable Company a pension 
of Bs. 23 a year, it is observed that these lands lie intermixed 
with the other lands of the farm, and the renters apprehending 
that those grounds are only an encroachment made on the Bound- 
aries of Mazgaon estate and were enjoyed by the former owners as 
a part thereof, they think themselves entitled thei’eto. The renters 
claim that they have rented the whole aldea or estate with all the 
revenues and petty tributes belonging to it, excepting such batty 
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grounds, tlie absolute property of the Honourable Company, as were 
made over to them by the original proprietor of the estate. The 
above being duly considered, the Board is of opinion that a proper 
survey and examination ought to be made and taken by the vereadores 
nud mheUdrds oi the grounds in dispute. If it shall be found that 
the plots in dispute were formerly a part of the estate and are only 
an encroachment on the boundaries thereof, in such case the renters 
are sufficiently entitled to them on paying the Honourable Company 
pension as usual. In respect to the quarry of stone said to belong to 
Mazgaon Church, it does not appear by the Committee’s report 
that the church has any title thereto. The quarry is tberefore part 
of the estate and consequently the property of the renters. By the 
Collector's letter to the President of the 16th May, it appears as it‘ 
the I’enters wanted to double the ground rent on all the houses on 
the estate. But by the Committee's report it does not appear that 
they have raised the ground rent on any of the houses exorbitantly, 
and from the rentersV I’oll or list of the houses on the estace it 
appears that they have not raised the rent on much the greater 
number also, and that several of the poorer sort of people pay no 
ground rent at all. Nor can it be esteemed an hardship that the 
ground rents on stone-built and tile-roofed houses are raised from half 
a rupee, which the small houses pay, to rupee one. Doubtless 
according to the renters' lease they have the same authority as the 
former owners of the estate previous to the building of any houses 
to settle the ground rent at such rates as they shall judge proper. 
In regard to the fishery of Mazgaon, it nowhere appears that the 
renters have been any impediment to it otherwise than by preventing 
the Kolis fishing in the decoys npon the shore. By the Committee’s 
report the renters have power over the decoys. Further on this point 
the renters allege they receive no consideration, but permit such 
poor people as they think proper to fish in them. As to the tideway 
•weeds and brushwood mentioned in the Oommittee^s report, they 
are of such little consideration as not to be worth contesting. The 
renters have as good a title to them as any one else. Upon the 
whole it does not appear to the Board that the renters of Mazgaon 
have usurped any undue authority over the inhabitants or Kolis 
belonging to that place or taken any measures that will be detri- 
mental to the Honourable Company, though undoubtedly, as the 
Collector imagined that injury would be caused by the renters' 
pi'oceedings, he did his duty by making a timely representation 
thereof. Directed that the Secretary acquaint the Collector of the 
Eevenues of the Board’s opinion concerning the complaint made 
through him. by the inhabitants of Mazgaon against the present 
renters of that estate.^ 

A Consultation of the Slst January 1758 records: The lease of 
the Mazgaon estate, which was last let out by the Mayor's Court, is 
near expiring. An authentic copy of the original patent which the 
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President has procored shows that the first proprietor never had any 
right or authority to sell or alienate the estate,^ Our Honourable 
Masters besides have a very considerable mortgage on the estate. 
Moreover they are the Lords Proprietors, in consequence of the island 
being made over to them from the King of Portugal and our Eoyal 
Sovereign Charles II. In these circumstances Messrs. Crommelin 
Sedgwicke and By f eld are appointed a Committee for laying in a 
proper claim, in their behalf, by petition to the MayoPs Court." 

A fortnight later (14th February 1758) after considering the 
Committee’s report, the Court observe : Messrs. Crommelin 
Sedgwicke and Byfeld report that the Mayor’s Court have issued 
a precept to put the Honourable Company in possession of the 
Mdzgaon estate. The Collector is therefore ordered to receive 
charge of it in their name from Mr. Richard Nowland the present 
renter, as also a part of it sold by Martinio de Silva to Sancra Sinoy 
(Shankar Shenoi), Antonio de Silva, and Antonio de Lima in the 
year 1732, which it seems Mr. Nowland has never occupied on 
account of the Honourable Company'^s mortgage bonds. The letting 
out of the estate, with the salt and other farms, is deferred 
that we may gain a more certain knowledge of its produce. Mean- 
time, as ordered at our last meeting, the Collector must prepare for 
the auction and permit Mi% Nowland to hold it on the present 
terms.^ 


' The original patent runs : By the Patent signed at Goa, and dated the 18th 
fennary 1572, the Tillage of Wzgaon is given to Leonel D’Souza forever he or 
hia heirs paying every year (quarterly) 195 gold pardoes and three silver of 

six and half double pice each. On the death of the said Leonel I)‘ Souza, the village 
is to remain with Donna Anna, Pessoa Bay D’Souza, and Maiioel D^Souza, his wife 
and sons, that is to say one-half of the income to the said two sons. But the manage- 
ment to be under the said Donna Anna who is to pay the pension, and half the rent 
of the said village, to the said two sons. After her death the said village is to remain 
forever to the said two sons, the eldest managing it. On his death the village is to 
remain to the youngest son, in case the eldest has no son, Jbut if there is a son, he 
is to have the management. When no heirs descendants of those 'two sons are left, 
it is to remain to the heirs and successors of such as die last, as the real intent 
is for this estate to remain to the heirs and successors of the said Leonel D’Souza, 
■whilst his generation continues. But if the said two sons die before Donna Anna, 
it is in such case to remain to the descendants of said Leonel B'Soiiza, whom he 
might nominate by his last 'will and testament, with all the ai}piirtenaiices and 
sacred grounds. But the said village is not to be sold, changed, or alienated without 
the King of FortugaPa license, or the license of his Viceroy and Governor of India. 
Koris ic to be divided, but managed only by one person, which the Governor of 
Bassein is fully to comply with on their parts, provided the said Leonel D’Souza, 
Ins heirs and successors, comply with the obligation aforesaid. By another Patent, 
dated 3rd June 1637, it appears the management of this village was made over to 
RayD’Souza the 29th of July 1632, and therein declared that as the said Kay B’Bouza 
had no other son but Bpnardy D'Tavora, the King confirmed the said Bernardy 
B’Tavora in the possession thereof, provided he did not deprive the other heirs of 
the said Bay D’Souza in their right. Also provided he did not sell, give, or change 
the said village in any shape or manner whatever without license (as aforesaid). Nor 
■was he to divide it as it was to go entirely under the management of one person only. 
Upon these conditions he was to possess and enjoy the same. To the copy of the 
Patent this note is added : M^lnekji Navroji’s Hill, the Oart Oharney, and Warli are 
part of this estate. Pub, Diary 3 of 107 - 108. For details see Forrest^s Home 
Series, II. 359-365, 
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When on the 27tli day of March. 1668, the Honourable Company 
took possession of the island, they were made Lords Proprietors, 
preserving the inhabitants’ allegiance in as ample a manner as 
granted by the King of Portugal. At that timeBernardina D^Zabra 
was proprietor of the M^zgaon estate, as heir to Leonel D’Souza, to 
whom the King of Portugal gave it by the aforesaid Patent. [To tb© 
Consultation is added the following note : In this Charter Sd.lsette, 
it is said, was particularly and expressly described a part of what 
was to be surrendered to King Charles.] 

At a Consultation of the 6th May 1758 the Board received the 
following letter from the Collector, dated 2nd May 1758 : Enclos- 
ed is an inventory of such part of the estate of Mazgaon as was 
lately farmed by Mr. Richard Nowland, as well as that which 
is said to appertain to the Church. I also enclose the best account 
I have been able to obtain of the produce of both. Tour directions 
to me were to parcel it out in a proper manner for letting it to farm. 
But I am informed it will be more for the Honourable Company’s 
interest to farm the whole to one person. The few remaining 
Kunbis declare they will not undertake to cultivate the ground 
belonging to the estate, on any other than the following conditions, 
namely that the grass growing on the batty grounds, which they 
respectively cultivate, and on certain spots contiguous thereto, well 
known they say from time immemorial to appertain to certain batty 
grounds, shall be their indisputable property for manure and such 
other uses as they may think proper to put it to. That the tolca or 
farmer’s share of batty shall be winnowed within two days after 
they bring it to the farmer’s compound, and shall at the same time 
be received by the farmer, and measured according to the custom 
practised in the Honourable Company’s villages, and not as hereto- 
fore. That the brab trees shall be drawn by them alone, that is to 
say the Kunbis of Mazgaon who are likewise Bhand^ris, on the 
same terms as have been usual hitherto. 

On these conditions the pdtils and mhdtdras of the village tell me 
they hope soon to prevail with such Kunbis as from time to time 
have left the village to return. Bj this means instead of cultivating 
grounds producing 85 mudm of batty, as it seems has hitherto been 
the case, it is probable the whole may be cultivated. Provided 
your Honour should determine to let the estate out to farm, I beg 
leave to offer it as my humble opinion, the farm should not at 
present be for a longer term than five years. By that time it 
is probable, through proper encouragement, a sufl&oient number of 
Kunbis may return to cultivate the whole batty grounds belong- 
ing to the estate. This would greatly increase the value of it, 
whereas the number now resident on the estate are barely sufficient 
to cultivate ground producing 85 mudds toJcay and that too on 
the terms of allowing the Kunbis ground capable, with proper 
care and a sufficient number of Kunbis, of > producing UO mudds, 
I conclude Antonio D’Lima and Pdndu Sinay who call themselves 
the proprietors of this estate, have long since laid before your 
Honour such reasons as they told me they had to offer for refusing 
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to deliver into my charge such part of the estate as they say was 
"bequeathed by one of the former proprietors^ and has heretofore been 
reserved for the support of a Church built and still standing on the 
estate. I shall expect your further commands regarding this claim. 
I have directed the ground yoii were pleased to part with to Mr. 
Thomas lYhitehill to be valued^ and shall likewise, as you order, 
include the several parcels belonging to him under the name of Villa 
Nova. Antonio D’ Lima and Pd^ndu Sinay, whose indigent circum- 
stances may indeed justly claim your Honour’s compassion, desire me 
to request on their behalf that the indulgence of full 15 mudds of batty 
may be allowed them by the farroerj whoever he may be, t© support 
themselves and their families. This allowance has always been 
granted, since the estate has been withheld from them on account of 
the several incumbrances on it. It was continued to them by a 
clause inserted in the Mayor^s Court lease, to Mr. Nowland, though 
with this exception that they were to receive this batty, in propor- 
tion to the ground which might be cultivated. This change, they 
allege, reduced them to great extremities. They therefore hope 
your Honour will in future oblige the farmer to allow full fifteen 
mudtfo between them.^ 


^ Pub. Diary 31 of ITbS, 269-270. The following details of the Muzgaon estate are 
given in an inventory (Pub. Diary 31 of 1768, 271-273) received from Mr. Richard 
Nowland the late renter, in consequence of an order from the Honourable President 
and Council dated 14th February 1759 : 

Mdzgaum 17 u8. 


Batty grounds, producing formerly m per list 
A part Ho. 1 ... 

Bedvict for the Ohurch 


Brab Trees 

Bearing Fruit ... ... 

Young Trees 

Date Trees 

Bearing Fruit ... 

Young Trees 

Oart, Cocoanufc Trc<» : 

1 CBll&d Castalion situate at containing 

Ckxjoauut Trees, Bowring Fruit 
Do. do. Young 


Mud, ph, ad. 
184 6 10 

12 3 0 

172 TYo 

5S7 
325 


012 


350 

100 


450 


50 

118 


1 near M&zgaon Church, planted by Mr, Nowland, containing 
Pay for a (Pefora) trees ... ... ... 25 

Transplanted, First Sort ... ... go 

Do. Second Sort ... ... ... 75 


177 


1.30 


Mango Trees 
Tamarind Trees 


307 

32 


Houses : namely 

1 at M^Lzgaon near the Church, wherein Mr. Nowland lives, with a batty warehouse 
and stable, 

1 at near the Church, adjoining to the above. 

1 do. do. tank, with outhouses and an orange 

garden* 

1 row of houses at Cbulgaon, inhabited by the Kunbis. 

1 small house at the same place inhabited by the Kunbis. 

The following is an inventory of coeoanut trees and batty grounds, said to appertain to the 
Chiirch of Mazgaon, which was not rented out to Mr. Nowland the late farmer, and is mortgaged to 
B%huset goldsmith, by Antonio D’Lima for Bs, 2500 and for which he allows Ks. 475 a year ; 

Batty grounds as per list. No. 1 Toko, ... ... 12 Mud, 3 ph. 

Cart Charuey situate at Bembay containing trees bearing 

fruit ... : ... 300 Trees, 
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On the Collector’s letter the Board observe : As the Collector 
represents he is informed that it will be most for onr Honourable 
Masters'’ interest to let out the M^zgaon estate in one lot for five 
years, ordered that public notice be given that we shall put it up to 
outcry on tins day seven night, to be rented by the highest bidder. 
At the same time Mr. Samuel Hough has built a country house and 
outhouses on a certain part of the estate whose annual produce is 
valued at Rs. 845-3-4. And as he requests us that, agreeable to a 
sketch which he now lays before us, w^e will grant him a lease of the 
ground for a term of 99 years, to be renewable every 21 years on 
his paying such fine as "we may think proper. Resolved that wn 
may comply with his request on his paying a fine of Es. 50 at the 
expiration of every 21 years. That all persons may he informed 'what 
part of the estate we have agreed to lease to Mr. Hongh, lie engages to 
distinguish the same by setting up camp flags at the extreme bounds 
of it. Directed that the Collector be ordered to apply to the Mayor^s 
Court for being put in possession of that part of the estate withheld 
by the church from Mr. Eichard Nowland the present renter, as it 
seems the Collector has not got charge of it, though the Court 
some time since ordered it. In case the Collector fails to gain posses- 
sion, Messrs, Crommelin Sedgwicke and Byfeld ai*e instructed to 


Mdsgaoti Estate^ continued. 

The following is an account of the animal produce of such part, of the estate of MaTzgaon as was 
lately rented hy Mr, Richard Nowland-: 

Batty grounds cultivated by Kunhis, namely 

Mud. ph. ad. 

On account Mr. Nowland ... 110 32 5| 

Po. rented to Rustam ... 3 4 0 

On account Mr. Nowland, mi- 


Toka paid Mr, Nowland. 
85 1 12-i 


Rs. q. r. 
2551 3 80 


cultivated 


58 


4^ 


. m 3- 10 

Brab Trees : 

587 I^et to Bhandfiris at pice 72 a year ... »« 

325 Young Trees. .. 

■- 

Date Trees : namely 

350 Let to Piifrsis agreement for a yeav for 
3j]0 Young Trees. 

450' ' ■ 

Cocoanut Trees : 

One Oart Custalion 

111 TounsWeisf 

Gronnd Rent of Housch: 

288 Houses which produce annually 
Rent of Shops 

Rent of waste ground farmed by Dhanji Piirsifor sowing Reas 


eO.3 1 20 


2S0 0 0 


60 0 0 

224 2 0 
55 0 0 
22 0 0 


Total ... 3796 3 0 


Mango Trees ... , ... ... ... ... 32 

Tamarind Trees ... ... ... ... 2 

Wolgates (that is Jfglget or guard pay. See Bombay Towm Materials, 1, 157) due fro?B 
the Fishery and Wood Boats* 

Chunam Kilns. 

Waste ground usnally let out for sowing Cucumbers and Melons, and for feeding cattle. 
The produce of the abo\'e five articles much depends on eircumstauces. 

The following is an account of the produce of the lands said to appertain to the church of Mazgaon ; 
Oart Charney, situate at Bombay, containing 200 Cocoanut 

Trees, bearing fruit, let to the Bhanddris for ... 027 

91 Trees producing about 4000 cocoanuts at Rs. 30 per 1000 ... 120 

Batty grounds at M&zgaon, producing " 

Mud.ph. Hud.pli,ad, 

Toka .12 3 Net* 9 12 10 'lit Bs# 30 a 285 
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apply for the land in order that it may be rented out with the rest of 
the estate.^ 

A Consultation of the 12th May 1758 records : The Board repaired 
to the tent near the Bandar to let out the Mdzgaon estate conformable 
to their Kesolution of the 5th instant. Taking into consideration that 
it may be an hardship to Antonio DeLima and Pandu Sinay, not to be 
indulged with an allowance of fifteen miidds of batty or in proportion 
to the ground which may be cultivated for the support of themselves 
and their families^ as it appears by the Oolleetor'^s last letter they have 
always been allowed it^ the same is agreed to. The most iatelligent 
persons present likewise declaring that it will be best to let out the 
estate for the term of nine years instead of five, as it will not be worth 
a tenant^s while to plant trees or make any valuable improvements for 
so short a lease as five years, this is agreed to and the bidders are 
informed. The bidders are also informed that the farmer is not to pay 
any pension^ that, except what has been leased to Mr. Samuel Hough, 
all the part of the estate Mr. Nowland rented, is to be farmed out, as 


^ Pub, Diary 31 of 1758, 266 - 267, 281-282. The following is an account (lltli May 
1758) of the annual produce of the estate of Mdzgaon : 

Mdzgaon Eitata, 1758* 

A Part reserved to Mr, Samuel Hough : 

Batty grounds cultivated by Kunbis as per account 
36 Id 19 for 28*17-0 at Ks. 20 the muda 
11 4 0 Batty grounds uncultivated. 


47 20 19 

Fowls from Kunbis as per proportion ... 

56 Brab Trees employ td by the BhandSiris at 72 pice 
per annum 
13 Young Trees. 

300 Date Trees let out to draw toddy as per pro- 
portion 

75 Young Trees. 

Remaining part to be put up ; 

Batty grounds cultivated by 
Kunbis as per account ...86 8 6| for 65-1 

at Rs. 30. 

Batty grounds of Byculla »» 3 4 0 
89 12 6| 

I>o, uncultivated ... 46 23 4| 

186 10 11 

Fowls from Kunbis as per proportion ... 

681 Brab Trees employed by the Bhandfiris at 72 

f ice each 

Young Brab Trees. 

100 Date Trees more or less let out to draw toddy 
as per proportion 
75 Young Date Trees. 

28S Houses, Ground Rent 
Bent of theOart Castaiion ... 

Waste ground let to Dhanji ... 

Bent of Shops 

Oart Charney, situated at Bohibay : 

209 Cocoanut trees let to Bbandftris ... f>27 

91 do. producing ccKx^anuts ... 120 

— 747 0 0 

82 Mango Trees .... T,. 3731 3 76 

2 Tamarind Trees ... ... ... ... ■ 4|>77 ' 2^0 

Wolgates due from the Fishery and Wood Boats, 

Chunam Kilns, 

Waste ground usually let out for sowing cucumbers and melons. 

Houses : 

1 at Mdzgaon, near the Church, in which Mr. Nowland lives, with a batty ware- 
house and stable. 

1 adjoining to the above. 

1 .adjoining to the tank and orange garden, 


Rs. q. r. Rs. q. r. 
573 2 40 

11 3 4 
80 1 00 

210 0 0 

846 3 4 

1971 3 0 
75 0 0 


28 

3 

16 

477 

3 

60 

70 

0 

0 

224 

2 

0 

60 

0 

0 

22 

0 

0 

55 

0 

0 
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well as a house usually called the Ponkeuny House, ^ which Mr, Nowknd 
had desired might be rented to Mm at Es, 200 a year, as likewise the 
church batty grounds, the Mayork Court having put the Collector in 
possession of them since our last meeting. It is further explained 
that the farmer must abide by the conditions, always specified by the 
vereadores in their leases, as to the manner of delivering up the estate 
and the allowance to be made for improvements. The abovementioned 
part of the estate being put up, it was again rented by Mr. Richard. 
Nowland for Es. 2200 a year. The Oart Charney being the remaining 
part of the estate, withheld in the name of the church and situated 
at Bombay, was then put up on the above terms and conditions, and 
let to Manekji Limji, Mungdji, B^buji Esdji, and Samji Dadk-ji at 
Es. 640 a year.^ 

At a Consultation of the 23rd May 1758 the Board record ; The 
old Mark House on Mazgaon Hill having been plundered of all the 
timber and plank while in the hands of the late supposed proprietors, 
■who broke down great part of the walls to get thereat, is at presen-t 
in a very ruinous condition. As Mr. Byfeld proposes to fit it up at 
his own expense for an habitation to live in, pro%uded we will permit 
him to alter the building in such manner as he may think proper, and 
grant him a lease thereof and the hill on which it stands, for ninety- 
nine yeai*s re^wable every twenty-one years, on paying a fine of fifty 
mpees. This is agreed to, on his engaging to whitewash the front 
of the said house annually in the usual manner, so as it may 
continue a mark to the shipping coming in or going out of this 
harbour. Directed therefore that an order be issued to the vereadores 
and mhdtdrds of Bombay, requiring them to survey the said hill and 
report in writing what yearly rent ought to be paid by Mr. Byfeld. 
This amount will then be deducted out of the present farmer^ rent, 
he having voluntarily consented to this assignment being made. And 
whereas at the bottom of said bill are some batty grounds called 
Burdu at present in possession of Nanji Eatanji Parsi, said to be 
purchased by him of John D^Aubree and Fernandes Fenao, wMch there 
is great reason to imagine originally belonged to the Mazgaon estate, 
and has. been sold by a false title, Mr. Byfeld requests that in case it 
is so proved, and they come into the Honourable Company^ possession, 
he may hold the said premises by lease in manner aforesaid, upon 
the same terms and conditions as he agrees to pay Nanji Eatanji for 
the annual rent thereof. In this the Board concur, and a Tease is 
ordered to be drawn out accordingly.^ 

On the 31st May 1758 the vereadores report : In obedience 
to the order of the Honourable the President and Council, we the 
vereadores and mhdtdrds have made a survey of the hill at the end of 


^ Pegarding this Ponkeimy House on the 1st Aug. 1758 the Diary further records : 
Capt. 0. Femble desiring a lease of the Ponkenny House and garden belonging to 
the Mazgaon estate for the term, of 99 years at Ks., 273-3^ per annum, and agreeing 
to pay a fine of Rs. 50 at the expiration of every 21 years during that term, the same 
is agreed to as Mr, Howland has declined accepting it though rented to him on the 
12th May last at Rs, 200 a year. Puh, Diary 31 of 1758, 390. 

* Pub. Diary 31 of 1758, 275 * ■ „.^,„Puh.; Diary 17^8, 287. 
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wMch stands the old Mark House, situated in the village of Mazgaon, 
whereon are growing to the foot of another hill adjoining thereto, 
thirty-five brab trees bearing fruit, four without fruit, twelve young 
plants, and two khajuri trees. ]|or all these we judge a yeaidy rent of 
twenty “three rupees should be paid. This is what we have to report. 
Agreeable to this report, on the 7th June 1758 the Board resolve 
Mr. Byfeld must be charged Rs. 23, and the amount deducted from 
Mr. Nowland^s aunual rent for that estate.^ 

On these proceedings, after a lapse of nearly two years, in a letter 
of the 25th April 1760, paragraphs 99-100, the Court observe: 
The letting out large tracts of lands for houses and gardens of 
pleasure we disapprove. All spare ground should be reserved to 
accommodate useful inhabitants, who may desire to make Bombay 
their residence. The Mark House at Mdzgaon must and shall be 
always in your power to destroy at an hour^s warning. ^ Nor can 
be at other expense than the charge of levelling it. This precaution 
you ought to have taken. The leasing Mdzgaon in one lot we judge 
contrary to our interest. Experience should, have convinced you of 
this as the farming out our carts in small lots in 1752 produced us a 
duplicate profit. We therefore direct that in future you attend to this 
and branch into small parcels whatever will admit of it, for a large 
purchase will always bring on a combination. We i^o forbid the 
sale of our property by valuation. Let every thing belonging to us be 
always sold to the best bidder at public outcry and after a proper 
notification. The oart to Manehar Baman and others should have 
been disposed of in this manner and in divided lots if practicable. We 
shall always give our consent to any reasonable indulgence that may 
advantage our servants and benefit the island. Accordingly you are 
permitted to excuse President Bourehier the export customs on such 
goods as are manufactured by him at Bombay for foreign markets. 
This concession is to continue until and no longer than that branch of 
trade may equally with others bear an export duty.^ 

The farmer^s management of the Mazgaon estate seems to have 
caused disaffection. At a Consultation of the 8th January 1762, the 
B<mrd read the following report, dated 5th January 1762, from the 
committee appointed to examine into the Mazgaon Kunbis^ complaints : 
With regard to the first complaint in the petition we are fully con- 
vinced, It has been an ancient custom for the cultivators of batty 
grounds to be allowed the hay growing on banks and bhotes as also 
whatever else they may be productive of during the rainy season. The 
farmer taking away the hay or grass from the Kunbis being a direct 
breach of the third article of his lease, we demanded of him his reasons 
for so doing. He replied he knew nothing of the matter. If hie 
people did cut hay or grass, it was without his orders, and he would take 
care to prevent the like in future. He added that the Kunbis were 
daily seen carrying tihe hay into Bombay for sale. Being asked why 
he did not, agreeable to the tenour of the 12th article of his lease, oblige 


1 Piab. Diary 31 of 1758, 302. 305.- 
® Pub, If^ters Yol 6 of; 1757 - 1764, 27# - 27L 
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the Kunhis to preserve the hay to burn the batty grounds, he could 
give no satisfactory answer. The second eomplaint that the petitioners 
were refused to feed their cattle on a reserved part of :he village ground 
is positively denied by the farmer. He a-ieges the petitioners have 
always had liberty to feed cattle thereon. At the same time he 
acknowledges that as many batty grounds do lay uncultivated for want 
of cultivators, he receives a consideration from the milk-sellers for per- 
mitting their cattle to feed therein. This appears to ns from the best 
information we could get to be very detrimental to the estate for the 
following reasons. (1) By suffering the batty grounds to remain un- 
enltivated they impoverish and will not pi‘oduce so much batty as when 
constantly cultivated. (2) The cattle feeding therein break the banks, 
so that the water cannot lodge in the ground. The third article of his 
lease prohibits him feeding cattle on the Kunhis*^ hay. I he third eom*^ 
plaint proves to be founded on fact and is not denied by the farmer, 
except that the reason of his raising the rent of hrab trees was not to 
obtain permission from the arrack farmer to sell Mdzgaon toddy in 
Bombay, but that formerly when they paid only half a rupee each tree 
himself took their toddy for one pice the bandy (that is bdnda = two 
bottles or about |rd of an imperial gallon) though at that time they 
could have got two pice the bandy for it elsewhere. Afterwards on his 
declining to take the toddy, the Bhandaris themselves consented and 
agreed to pay him Rs. 0-3-60 the tree at which rate it has continued 
for some years past. But by the sixth article of his lease he is not to 
introduce any new customs to the prejudice of the people. The fourth 
complaint proves on a trial made before us between the former way of 
measuring the toha as was done by the old proprietors and xvhat is 
practised by the farmer to involve a loss of about 6 per cent or 
one adholi in every ^hara of batty to the cultivators. This the 
cultivators acknowledge to have been practised ever since Mr. Nowland 
has had the farm. They declare they frequently complained of it to the 
late De la Garde when he was Collector without obtaining any redress. 
This method of measuiing the batty, namely by pouring it into the 
phara from baskets held up as high as a man can reach is contrary to 
what is done at the Mandvi and everywhere else. With regard to the 
fifth complaint the old proprietors of M^zgaon estate assure us that it has 
always been the custom for the farmers to collect from the Kunbis^ 
trees about one-third part of the fruit as toka. This we find Mr. Now- 
land continues, but does not as the complainants allege exact a half. 
At the same time it must be remarked that by the fourth article of his 
lease he is prohibited from taking any fruit from Kunhis^ trees.. The 
sixth complaint is not fully proved to be just. Only two people say 
that two or three years ago Mr. Nowland beat them. Concerning 
the seventh and last complaint of the petition the people in general 
declare themselves much dissatisfied with Mr, Nowland. They allege 
among other things that whenever they could not pay the balance of tok(i 
due to him in batty he charged them' at the rate of Rs. 1| the phar^ 
till last year when he charged only Rs. 1-0-80^ This is a great de^l 
more than the medium price batty is sold for. They further complain 
that Mr. Nowland charges interest at nine per cent pei* annum till 
the balance is paid ’which was never practi| 3 ed but by him. One Bhau 
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Caret complains that last year Mr. 

of two batty grounds altboughbe cultivated °“^3Lone which Mi . Nowk^^^ 
bad changed for another. AnoBier rnaHj one Luekset, compmm 
two years ago Mr. Nowland upon a dispnte^mth 
of the village; and, notwithstanding he 

grounds the year after he was turned out of Bie > unwards of 

demanded and received of him the usual j/r 

Bs 24 reckoning the interest thereon. Others complain that M . 
NowSd exacts moi-e ground rent than is his. due ® 

measurement. An instance we experienced in a f ® A 

and which being measured at 11 res a square yf S 

Bs. 34. A grievance in general complained of by the inhabitants is t 
Mr. Nowland will allow only one shop to be kept in the wl ^1® 
which he receives a consideration of Ra5 a month &om the 
who keeps the shop, on condition no other shops shall be kep ' 

By this Wans the poor inhabitants are obliged to pay more 
the value of the neeessai-ies they have occasion to buy or „ 3 T,not 

out them. All these complaints were fully P/oved to us. ^ 
tut observe from what has been said that had Mr. Now an P 5 
,eg»td t. tte eighlh article of Us la«, whereby U » 
thiold Kunbisweli and eontinne them in the 
endeavour to get other Kunbis for the improvement of 
there would in all probability have been no batty grounds left un 
vated. Though this may be no loss to him, as he finds the grass pr^ 
duced therein turns to account, yet m the end 
preiudicial to the estate for the reasons before alleged. The CoUee^i 
also represents that, under pretence he has a nght to cut down a 
trees, Mr. Nowland has taken upon him to cut down hrah ® “ 
trees without previously aidvertising the Collector of thenecessi y - 
of. Had Mr. Nowland considered the articles of his lease, he coMd have 
found that he is prohibited by the tenth article erther from cutting 
trees for bis use or suffering others to cut trees. TMs prohibition wa 
certainly inserted purposely to prevent sucb bad and prejndici P’^®" 
tices. Otherwise a bad man might at the conclusion of bis lease greyly 
nreiudiee the estate by cutting the good as well as the md trees. e 
Collector also represents that notwitbstandmg the repeated orders that 
have been issued to aU. farmers to plant milkbush about thar gioun s 
which were in particular enforced to Mr. Nowland, ““®’^® 
the least appearance of any milkbush on the estate. VVitn regard o 
the demand of ground rent made by Mr. Nowland from several P®®P ® 
whose vessels have been repaired in the Dock at Mdz^on he pl^s ttot 
it is not on account the vessels being in the Dock but for she s ^ or 
Tt g.Tik fia.nl s built on his grounds for which he thinks he has a just ng 
to charge rent.* 

At a Consultation on the 8th January 1762, after consifiemg this 
report the Board resolve that as it appears^ Mr. Richard Nowland 
farmer of the Mazgaon village has been guilty of some abuses and 
oppressions, copy of the report be sent him by the Secretary who js 
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directed to aequairst him that unless the abuses are forthwith remedied 
and he abides strictly by the tenour of his lease the farm will be taken 
from him. Further that he must not upon any account impede any 
persons from keeping shops in the village or make any charge of ground 
rent for sheds erected to preserve the stores of such vessels as from time 
to time go into Dock. Nor may he cut any trees upon the estate with- 
out the Collector's permission first obtained.^ 

On the 10th April 1762, the Bombay Government write to the 
Com-t : The Kunbis and other inhabitants of M^zgaon village having 
lodged a complaint against the farmer, we appointed Messrs. Holford 
and Coxirt to enquire into the merits of the complaint. As, on the 5th 
January, they reported that the farmer had been guilty of certain abuses 
and oppressions, we directed the Secretary to acquaint him that unless 
the same were forthwith remedied and he strictly adhered to the tenour 
of his lease the farm would be taken from him. This, we hope, will 
prevent the like in future.^ Next year in reply in a letter of the 6th 
April 1763^ paragraph 77;, the Court write : We very much approve of 
what you did in consequence of a complaint from the Xnnbis and other 
inhabitants ' of Mazgaon village. All abuses and oppressions of the 
farmer must ever be discouraged, and a speedy remedy applied to 
redress every real grievance of your inhabitants in general.^ 

A Consultation of the 27th March 1767 records: As the lease of 
Mazgaon estate expires on the 1 1th of May next, and as our Honour- 
able Masters have recommended the letting it out in small lots, it is 
ordered that it be let out accordingly on Tuesday the 15th day of May 
in such lots as the Collector, after making a proper enquiry, may 
judge most to our Honourable Masters^ interest.'^ 

Accordingly on the 15th May the Board proceeded to let the estate 
of Mazgaon in different lots for fourteen years ; these being put up 
on the usual terms of the Honourable Company farms, were 
let out to the undermentioned persons 1st Lot Naugar including 
Ghodap Dev, let to Frdmji Hirji Moody for Rs. 845 a year ; 2nd 
Lot Mallavady including Bhoycalem (Byeulla), except the mango tree 
generally known by the name of the Governor's mango tree which is 
to remain as heretofore for his use, and the ground let to Mr. Andrew 
Ramsay, and one muda of batty ground to be allowed to the mhdtdra 
for his pay, let to Ddddbhdi Manekji Rustamji and Dhanji Punja for 
Rs, 410 a year; 3rd Lot Culvodey (Koliv^da) Sur|i let to E%huset 
Goldsmith for Rs. 340 a year ; 4th Lot Ban^rvadia let to Minekji 
Limji and Bhimji Rdmset for Rs. 500 a year ; 5th Lot Mazgaon 
Collowdy (Eoliv^^) let to Edghuset Madset for Rs, 640 a yeaiv In 
case the Honourable Company should want ground for the Dock or the 
Powder Works, they are to have such ground on making a reasonable 
deduction in the rent; 6th Lot Oart Charney let to Mung^ji Visdji 
for Bs, 715. 


j Pub. Diary 38 of 1762, 12. 

^ Pub. Dep. Letters to tbe Court VoL 9 of 1762; 61* 

3 Pub. Dep. Cwirt’s Letters Vol* 6 of 1762-1764, 205, 

^ Fub. Diary 48 of 1767, 223. ' * Fab: 48 of 1767, 329, 330. ' 
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At a Consultation o£ the 28th July 1779 the Board read a petition 
from sundry of the inhabitants of M^zgaon, and referred it to a com- 
mittee consisting of Messrs. Moore, Stackhouse, and Ramsay the 
Collector, to inquire into and report on the merits thereof.^ On the 
8th December 1779 the Board having considered the committee's 
report and the opinion of an attorney at law passed the following 
orders : The Committee appointed on the 28th July last to inquire into 
the merits of the petition from the inhabitants of Muzgaon now lay 
before us the opinion of an attorney at law on the rights of the 
farmer of Mazgaon village under his lease from the Company. On 
consideration of this opinion and the nature of the ease itself we cannot 
have the shadow of a doubt that the farmer can have no further rights 
in the village than as a mere lease-holder, and that he has no other 
privilege beyond any other lease-holder under the Company. We cannot, 
therefore, admit and are resolved to oppose to the utmost, his exercising 
any rights as a proprietor or lord of the village which he assumes in his 
letter to the committee, but only to permit ham to receive such bene- 
fits from the farm as he is entitled to by his lease. The lease is now 
attentively considered and according thereto it is resolved that the 
farmer be permitted to collect from the inhabitants the same ground 
rent only on the old grounds and houses as was paid when the lease 
was first put into his hands. On any new grants of ground or 
additional or new buildings he may be permitted to collect ground rent 
according to any new rate of which notice must be given to the in- 
habitants, by publication. The inhabitants must also be acquainted that 
they will be supported therein by this Government which is bound to 
protect them from imposition. We further totally disallow any right 
in the farmer to grant exclusive licenses for the vending of any neces- 
saries. It is therefore resolved to suppress the shops complained of by 
the inhabitants as licensed by the farmer for selling the necessaries of 
life and to give notice that all persons will have free liberty to open 
shops if they observe the usual forms of this Government. The several 
papers on this subject and the lease are entered after this Consultation 
and must be particularly noticed to the Honourable Company and their 
advice and the opinion of Counsel requested thereon.^ 

That the outlay on the Hornby Vellard or Malabar Breach between 
1720 and 1740 resulted in the redemption of a large area of land 
appears by an entry in a Consultation of the 13th October 1747: The 
account produce of batty grounds out of Malabar Breach for pension 
for 1746 amounted to Rs. 917-1-67 ; and the account produce of 
batty grounds out of Malabir Breach within the district of Mahim 
for 1746, amounted to Rs. 706-2-0.^ 

On the same subject on the ISth October 1747 the Board received the 
following letter from Mr. Byfeld the Collector : The annual rent of 
batty grounds produced out of the Breach for 113,167 bargds is at 
present only Rs. 1623-3-67 j the fixed rent when the sluices were first 
made having been continued to this time without any valuation. If 


1 Pub. Biarj 75 of 1779, SS?. 

^ Pub. Diary 76 of 1779, 634*635. Forrest’s Hoine Series, II, 245 • 250. 

2 Pub. Diary 20 of m7> 370. 
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the Honourable Company will be at the expense of two small slniees 
more^ which indeed are greatly wanted to carry off the back water^ 
the rental will increase annually near Es. liOO, as that part of the 
batty grounds will tlien be of equal value to any adjacent thereto 
which lets out from res 6 to 8, w’-hereas those now occupied pay only 
res 4 and 6 a harga. This difference in rent amounts to only 
Es. 748-^-12 which with 22,824 that will be gained by the 

waters being drained off and let out at 6 a barga make the 
above increase/ ' " - 

On Mr. Byfeld-^s letter a Consultation of the 5th February 1748 
records : As making two small sluices for carrying off the back water 
from the batty grounds recovered out of the Breach is represented by the 
Collector in his letter dated the 18th October 1747 to be much wanted, 
and as this will be a means of increasing the rent of those grounds near 
Es. 1100 annually, resolved that the sluices be immediately set about 
the cost being computed at Rs. 3500/ 

At a Consultation of the 18th March 1748 the Collector of rents 
and revenues represents tliat the Kunbis of the village of Parel have 
for many years been 48 mudds bphards Z adholis I ser of batty behind 
with theii’ toka or payment in kind. Their evasive excuses satisfy the 
Collector that rigorous means should be taken to recover the out- 
standings. The Board ordered that on Saturday next such parts of the 
Corunbis^ (Kunbis^) estates be sold at public outcry as will sufficiently 
discharge their respective debts. Of this the Secretary is directed to issue 
public notice.® 

A Consultation of the 18th January 1751 records : Having great 
reason to believe that both the Honourable Gompany^s batty grounds 
and salt pans will rent for moi*e money than they annually produce, 
resolved to try what they will rent for at auction. If the auction 
produces more than the medium rents of the last fourteen years they 
should be let to the highest bidder. The unoccupied grounds saved out 
of the Breach and Malabdr hill, which last at present ]5roduces only 
about Es. lt)0 a year, should also be put to auction. Of this the Secretary 
is directed to give proper notice.^ 

In accordance with this decision a Consultation of the 15th 
February 1751 records: The Honourable Company's batty grounds in 
the district of Parel were put up for a term of seven years at Rs, 2000 
a year. None bidding thereon so much as they produce the Honour- 
able Company annually, the renting them out is deferred till the 26th 
instant. It is agreed to put them again to auction along with the 
passage boats of M4him Sion and Bombay, and the unoccupied waste 
ground recovered from the Breach/ 

Accordingly on the 26th February the batty grounds were put to 
auction on the following terms ; (1) That the farm he let for seven 
years commencing from 1st June 1751 to the 31st May 1758 ; (2) That 
the farmer pays the rent in two equal instalments one in the end of 


1 Pub. Diary 20 of 1747, 371. ^ 21 of 1748, 40 - 41. 

» Pub. Diary 21 of 1748, 96. M of 1751, 2^- 

® Pttbw. Di^ry 24 ef 17 ^, ■ SO; ' . 
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Februaiy, the other on the 31st May j (3) That the farmer shall collect 
from the Xnnbis the usual toha for the ground they shall occupy in 
the same manner the Honourable Company used to do and also ail the 
usual customs and small tributes ; (4) That in consideration of the rent 
he pays to the Honourable Company the farmer shall be empowered to 
make what improvements he can and have the benefit thereof during his 
lease as likewise of the grass and all sorts of fruit and other trees that 
are in the villages; (5) That if any disputes arise between the Kunbis 
and the farmer, the farmer may apply to the Collector who will give 
his assistance and decide the same; (6) That to recover from such 
Kunbis as are in the Honourable Company's debt the farmer will 
take what part he can and pay the same to the Collector who will also 
give the farmer his assistance in recovering his due from the Corunbis 
if any be remiss in paying it ; (7) That at the expiry of the lease the 
farmer is to leave the farm in as good a condition as he receives it or to 
make good the difference on a regular survey taken both now and at the 
expimtion of the lease. Then the following batty grounds in the several 
districts were put up separately and farmed out as undermentioned, 
namely^: 

grounds in the district of Pare! rented by Ramset 
Gamb^set and Manoel Baretto ... 2605 

Batty grounds in the district of Sion rented by Captain 

James sterling ... ... ... ... 1300 

Batty grounds in the district of Dhdravi rented by Joseph 
B^Souza at ... ... ... 273 

Batty grounds in the district of Matunga with the 
Packaries of Foras and Gomarry rented by Bhikn 

Sinay Newrekar ^ ... ... ... 1965 

Batty grounds in the district of Vad«^la with the Hill 
Jurady rented by Manoel Baretto ... ... 1761 

Batty grounds in the district of Nagaon rented by Am 
Tacour (AmThafkur) and Ranga Balvi ... 982 

Batty grounds in the district of Bomancnley and 
Coitem rented by Bayr^mji Limji and Samji N^ik ... 530 

Batty grounds in Mdhim Kasha with Warli rented by 
V ithal j£^noji and J aJnoji Siv j i ... ... 144 

. Total ... 9560 

In a letter of the 4th March 1752, paragraph 81, the Court approve 
the method of letting out batty grounds on rent for a certain number 
of years. They write : We approve of your letting out on rent for 
a certain number of years the batty grounds and salt pans, as likewise 
the Bombay and Mahim Passage Boats, as we agree with you in 
opinion that it will be an advantage to our revenue." 

At a Consultation of the 16th January 1753 the following petition 
from Rdmji Parvu is read: Your petitioner, an old servant to the 
Honourable Company, with humble submission, represents to your 
Honour that there was a piece of ground by the Church Gate without the 
Town Wall producing no rent to the Honourable Company which 
your petitioner took on condition of paying them a certain pension.. 


J Pah. Dmry 24 of 1751, 57*59. 

3 Pub, Pep, Oourrs Letters Vol. 4 of 1752- 1756, 14. 
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The converting o£ this waste into batty grounds cost him near 
Rs. 1200 besides his and son^s labour. When the said rice ^'ounds 
were brought to perfection they were so destroj'od by making the 
Town Ditch, that to his great prejudice your petitioner entirely lost 
the use of them and likewise of the crop for that year which would have 
been good. The Kiinins that used to cultivate the same will testify 
what was the produce of those battty grounds and will declare it under 
their oaths if your Honour pleases to order the vereadores and mho^tards 
of this i)laee to enquire into the matter. Your petitioner most humbly' 
begs your Honour will, out of your compassion to the jpetilioner and his 
family which consists of about twenty people, give in return for the 
said ground a piece of oart that is new planted situated in the Packary 
Valem which produces nothing to the Honourable Company who are at an 
annual expense as the coeoanut trees are very young and will not bear 
fruits for five years more. Your petitioner will by liis labour and industry 
endeavour to make these trees produce something that may suffice to 
support himself and family. Your petitioner therefore hopes your 
Honour will be pleased to order the said vereadores and mhdtdras to 
make a valuation of the said plantation and likewise of the rent of the 
said rice grounds. In ease the said rice grounds should be of more value 
than the said oart, then let them value the said rice grounds that are 
near the oart to make an equivalent. Similarly should the valuation 
be less your petitioner promises to make good the overplus. Your 
Honoui*^s compliance with this request will be deemed a great favour. 
Therefore please to give orders to the vereadores and mhdtdras to this 
purpose. 

On reading the above petition the Board at the same Consultation, 
the 1 6th January 175S, ordered the Collector to take a survey and report 
on the extent value and j^earlj produce of the said rice lands and the 
oart. The Collector thereupon enclosed the original order and survey 
of the lands ordered by the President Stephen Law in 1740. 9 hat 

report runs : 

On the 9th September 1740 the Honourable Stephen Law President 
ordered the vereadores and mhdtdrds of Bombay to make a valuation 
of the grounds and plantation mentioned in this petition and report the 
same. A week later (15th September 1740) the vereadores report: 
All the improvement your petitioner Rdmji Parvn has made on the 
ground without the town wall from the Tarvary of Apdji Naik to the 
houses where the Portuguese soldiers lived, we value at Rs. 525 
reckoning the rent of the said ground at 3 J mudds of batty. We also 
value the other ground that was annexed to the said grounds at Rs. 18| 
amounting in all to Rs. 543|. We likewise value the oart Valloury 
belonging to the Honourable Company situated m the jurisdiction of 
Mazgaon in the Paekary Vallem containing at present four coeoanut 
trees bearing fruit, six branched out^ 13 not branched out, 89 pefora, 
123 transplanted, 27 to be transplanted, 8 brab trees, and 56 vacant places 
for Rs. 235. The wheels of the said oart- with their praparat^ 


^ Apparently the Mar<ltlii raMi Persian wheel BXidprapd water distribators, that is 
the necklace of water pots and the . wooden troagh that carries the water into the 
cement gutters. , ' , ' 
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valued by Raghuji carpenter for Rs. 43 and the well with paving stones, 
gutter, and chunam valued by KMuji bricklayer for Rs.]48, amounting 
in all to Rs. 426. We have also valued the batty grounds of the 
rent of 2 viudds and 11 phards of batty that is near the said oart 
belonging to the Honourable Company for Rs. 307 which with the other 
amounts to Rs. 733. We made this valuation of the said oai-t on the 
condition wo find it in at present except the difference between rice 
ground and oart. Your Honoim please to order as your Honour shall 
seem meet. 

After consideration the Board resolved that the Collector be directed 
to order the vereadores to mark off such of the rice lands belonging to 
the Honourable Company situated near Mancalla tank as may produce 
S mudus 10 pharm of rice valued at Es. 54U being the outturn of the 
land talccn from Ramji Parvu at the making of the Bombay diteli.^ 

At a Consultation, the 12th July 1757, the Board read the following 
representation from the native inhabitants of Bombay : That, as is 
well known to have often been tbe case in former years, the inhabit- 
ants of this island may not suffer tlie want of rice, they pray the 
Government to appoint proper warehouses for holding about 3000 or 
4000 rrmdds in order to supply them in the rain time when there is 
a great scarcity. By this means the people^s wants wdll be relieved 
and the Honourable Company will not incur the charges that will arise 
on the said rice, and the rice agents or kacherds will be compelled to 
dispose of it in petty sales for such a price as the Governor and Council 
shall think proper.^ 

At the same Consultation (the 12th July 1 757) the Board read the 
following representation from the native iiffiabitants of Bombay : The 
salt farmers sell their salt to the merchants who carry it into shibars 
or large coasting vessels at Es. 50 and Rs, 80 the rds. By this the local 
consumer suffers a great deal, because the said farmer sells at one pice 
the adholi which comes to about Es. 208 the rds. The subject not 
only suffers this loss, but also loses a day or two in getting the salt. 
When the consumer goes to get the salt, the farmer says it is not in 
the warehouse and when they go the next day, the assistant is not 
there. At length after a great deal of trouble they get supplied with 
.salt mixed with earth. Furthermore the subject must pay the hire 
for carrying it to their houses, and, after getting it home, they find 
upon examination the quantity received to be less than that paid for. 
The Oorunbis used formerly always to bring good salt wliich they 
caiiied from door to door and sold much cheaper. At the beginning 
of this present salt farm, the farmers began to sell their salt at one pice 
the adholi. On this complaant was made to Mr. L. Sulivan then 
Collector who ordered them to sell it as usual This order was 
continued whilst Mr. Sulivan was Collector, but now they do not show 
any obedience thereto. Wherefore the subject begs the said custom 
may again be renewed and observed.^ 
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After perusal of the above petition the Board observe : As we are 
thoroughly sensible that the subjects frequently experience great hard- 
ships from a sudden rise or scarcity of grain^ because, notmthstanding 
our utmost care for obliging the Jmcherds to have a proper supply 
always by them they neglect to provide a sufficiency when the price 
is moderate. Resolved that we appoint a committee in the month of 
September to concert the most proper measures for buying and 
constantly keeping a sufficient quantity of batty on our Masters^ 
account for the relief and support of the inhabitants in general. 
Meanwhile that the warehouse-keeper inquire and report wdiat w^are* 
houses may be rented for depositing the rice and how much the 
Honourable Company'^s rice warehouses and those already hired will 
contain/ 

Two weeks later at a Consultation, the 26th July 1757^ the Boai’d 
reperused the representation against the salt farmers delivered the 12th 
instant by the native inhabitants. On reference the Board observe : 
We find that all the particulars they complain of are not expressly 
provided against. We think the salt farmers have too great an 
indulgence in being allowed to sell salt for the most they can get, and 
resolve to remedy this inconvenience on renewing the lease in May 
next.^ 

At a Consultation, the 2nd August 1 757, the Board read the follow- 
ing report of batty warehouses from the warehouse-keeper dated 2nd 
August ,1757: In compliance with an order from the Boarf, lam 
now to report the number of warehouses the Honourable Company have 
snited to receive batty. They are eight in all. Of these five of their 
own in the carpenters^ yard contain miidds 2000, one at the old M^ndvi 
within the walls miuMs 700^ and two belonging to Eancliod Kam‘Sti 
within the walls which the Company rent at Rs. 17 a month, }midds 
1200.3 

After reading the above report the Board observe : Wo are of 
opinion the above quantity of 3900 mudds will be siiflieient to lay in 
for supplying the inhabitants at least till we can rent or build other 
warehouses. As it is necessary at this juncture that all the grain 
upon the island should be lodged within the walls, ordered that the 
Bombay and Mffiiim Custom Masters procure the most exact accounts 
possible of all gi-ain within their respective districts and in what houses 
or with whom it is at present lodged and make their reports thereof 
to the Board.^ 

At a Consultation of the 23rd August 1757, the Board read the 
following report of the same date from the Bombay Customs Master 
containing the following abstract of the report of grain witliin the 
districts of Bombay : Batty, mudds 1601 ; Rice, hhandis 802 ; Diil, 
Tchandis 230 j Wheat, khandis 853 ; Mug, hhandis 122 ; Gram, 
hhandis | TJdid, 33; Ydl, khandis^; Vdtana, hhandis 2 ; 

Ndchni, khandis 1 ; and Math, hhandis 21, 


1 Pub. Diary 30 el 1757, 280 . * Pub. Mm of 1757, 282 , 

3 Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 294 - 295. * Pab, Diary 30 of 1757, 389. 
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At the same CoBSultation they read the following report from the 
Mdhim Customs Master, dated 20th August 1757 : I have, agieeable 
to your Honour^s orders, taken an exact account of the quantity ot 
o'rain. The corresponding figures for MaHm, Sion, Suri, Warn, and 
the several villages within that circuit were: Batty, 690 ; 

'Kkfi.hhandis 80; mchni, miMs 8; Wheat, khmdis 60; bram, 
hhandislB^Bily khandis 12} 

A Consultation of the 15th December 1780 records for the whole 
batty grounds a total outturn of 3411 mi^dds of which 1067 W'ere 
in the district of Bombay and 2344 in Mahim. The follo'^v mg table 
gives the details^ : 

Btdfy OiiUurn in Bombay and Mdhim, 17S0. 


Iiand. 

Distnet. 

Mudds, 

Fazandars’ ... ... 

( Bombay 

197 

\ Mahini 

300 

M5.zgaon 

Bombay 

217 

Mahini ... ... 

Mihim ... ... 

814 

Salt Batty, U ... 

j Bombay 

1 M5.him 

3(30 

632 


1 Bombay 

t Mahini 

219 

Do. Brea ... .« 

250 

Do, )'C6* ... 

r Bombay 

\Mdhim 

74, 

348 

Total ... 

/ Bombay 

\ Mrihim 

1067 

2344 

Grand Total 


3411 


On the 16th July 1745 the diary of the Court of Oyer and Terminer 
records : The Sheriff laying before the Bench his account current with 
the County, whereby it appearing that the county is in arrears, it is 
therefore gmnted that the inhabitants be assessed Es. 2000 to pay off 
the debts and to defray the usual charges.^ 

In their letter of the 25th Eebmary 1747, paragraph 59, the Court 
write : We do not think it reasonable the merchants should pay 
customs or duties on goods that are not landed, nor that they l>e any 
longer charged for the town ditch or wall as their engagements upon 
those heads are fully complied with.^ 

Ib the same letter, paragraph 60, the Court further write: 
Obliging the merchants to pay their customs every month, may put 
some of them to difficulties, as they used to make their accounts up 
qnaiterly. You will do well to reconsider this affair, concerting the 
proper measures both to secure our duties and to ease the merchants, 
seeing to it at the same time that the Custom Master makes regular 
payments into our treasury, as the money comes into liis hands,® 


i Fttb. Diary 30 of 1757, 327, ® Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 681. 

3 Diary of tbe Court of Oyer and Terminer Yol. 119 of 1743 * 1745 , 61, 
^ Fub. Dcp. Courtis Letters Yol. 3 of 1743 - 1751, 141, 

» Fub, Dep, Oonrt^s Letters Yol. 3 of 1743-1751, 141, 
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In reply tlie Bombay Government on the 5tb November 1748 
write: We stall comply with the oi’ders for not charging customs 
on goods that are not landed. Bat we beg leave to observe that as 
the merchants who trade in shibars are seldom if ever owners of 
such shibars/ they will often agree with merchants at Jambnsar 
and other ports to the northward, more especially where your 
Honours have no factory for their cargoes^ and by that means 
deprive you of the duties here which on account of affording them 
convoy occasionally from hence we judged they ought to pay. 
However your Honours^ orders as above recited shall be obeyed. 
Further there was such great difficulty and trouble in gettiug the 
customs quarterly or even monthly that before the receipt of your 
orders by Orford we judged it both for the security of your duties 
and the ease of the merchants to order the customs to be collected 
as the goods were carried away, as small sums they easily pay ; 
but when it came to any considerable amount they were always 
backwai’d in payment. As long as any of us have sat at this Board 
the money received by the custom master has been regularly paid 
into your treasury.^ 

In a letter of the 4th March 1752, paragraph 84/ the Court order 
the levy of a special one per cent duty. They write : We aeeordingly 
order and direct that a duty of one per cent over and above all other 
duties be levied and paid to the Company on the value of all goods, 
wares, and merchandizes whatsoever (treasure excepted) imported and 
exported at Bombay and Surat in ships hired of the Company and in 
all country ships and vessels whatsoever that are entitled to our pro- 
tection and wear English colours. But with this proviso that you do 
not levy the said duty on shibars galivats and boats that supply the 
island of Bombay with timber, wood, fruit, grain, cattle, or jprovisions 
of any kind from the adjacent rivers and countries.^ 

On the 15th March 1756, Government write to the Court: Mr. 
Thomas Byfeld desiring our opinion whether any customs should 
be charged on arrack sugar and other articles imported on the 
Hardtvicke store-ship from Batavia for His Majesty’s service or on 
the prize goods found at Gheria, we judged customs should not be 
charged on the former as we understand your servants at Fort 
St George have not done it, nor on the latter as they are become 
the property of the captors employed in His Majesty ^s and your 
Honours’ service which we therefore hope will not be disapproved.^ 

At a Consultation of the 3rd January 1758 the Board after taking 
into consideration the reimbursement of the charges on fortifications 
and other works passed the following orders : Our Masters having' for 
some time been at a prodigious expense in increasing the fortifications 
and other works on this island for the security of the inhabitants in 
general, a contributing towards reimbursing the cost is taken into 


^ Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. I of 1746 - 1749, 152 ^ 153. 

‘ 2 Puij. Bep. Court’s Letters Vol. 4 of 1752 - 1756, 15, Comp. Of Stendiiig Ord. Vol. 1 
of 1715 1721, 160. ' ■ / . 

s Pub. Lcp. Court’s Lottes Vol. 4 of I7ms7d 7^. ' 
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consideration. Tliis being judged highly reasonable, resolved that the 
Bombay and Mdhim Customs Masters levy an additional duty of one per 
cent on the imports and exports, and that the Collector of the rents and 
revenues likewise collect a tax on the produce of all the landed estates 
belonging to the inhabitants of this island at the rate of two shillings 
to the pound on the same account, to take place from the first instant 
and to be continued till further orders*^ 

At a Consultation of the 21st February 1758 the Board read a 
representation from the fazand^rs of Bombay and Mahim making 
several idle objections to the complying -with a notification issued 
under the 81st ultimo, requiring them to render the Collector an account 
of the annual produce of their lands, in order for his levying the tax 
laid on them, towards reimbursing our Honourable Masters the great 
expense that will be incurred by completing the intended additional 
fortifications of this island, conformable to our Resolution of the 3rd 
ultimo. Ordered therefore that the Collector signify to them if tliey 
do not show due obedience thereto, that we shall put a valuation on 
them.^ 

On the 20th January 1759 the Collector reports : In obedience to 
your Honour^s commands of the 3rd January 1768 for collecting a 
tax of ten per cent on all landed estates belonging to the inhabitants 
of this island, notice was immediately given for delivering into the 
Collectoi'^s office a particular account and exact estimate thereof. A 
few months afterwards the accounts Nos. 1 and 2 were received but 
as on inquiry the estates therein mentioned appeared to me to be 
considerably undervalued I directed the vereadores and some of the 
principal fazandars to inspect and consider these accounts carefully 
and to deliver me their opinions thereon which they accordingly did on 
the 19th and 22nd ultimo as per reports Nos. 8 and 4. Your Honour 
will please to observe the net amount of these estates is Rs. 77,098-1-53 
instead of Rs. 58,263-1-40. On the former of these sums I propose 
with your Honouris approbation to collect the tax you were pleased to 
direct.® 

At a Consultation of the 6th February 1759 the Board resolved that 
the tax of ten per cent laid on the 3rd January 1 758 be collected on all 
landed estates belonging to the inhabitants of this island according to 
the vereadores'^ reports Nos. 3 and 4, abstract of which follows this 
Consultation amounting to Rs. 77,098-1-53. And that the Collector 
require such persons as have not yet delivered a calculate of their lands 
to do it by a certain limited time and levy a suitable fine in case of 
their non-compliance by that term. Also observing that R4mset 
Gumb&et and some other substantial people pretend that the charges 
on their estates exceed the profits, we would have the Collector call on 
them to assign the reasons of it The following is an abstract of the 
annual produce of the landed estates belonging to the inhabitants at 
Bombay and MdMm, 1759^ ; 


iPub. Diary 31 of 1758, S. 

® Pub, Diary 32 of 17 ^ 9 , 93 * U, 


2 Pub. Diary 31 of 1758, 141. 
Put Diary 32 of 1759, 89, 96. 
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Land Produce^ Bombay and Mdhimt 1759, 


District, 

Peopbiutobs’ Account. 

VbebadoeiS’ Eepobt, 

Annual Rent. 

Charges. 

Net Remain, 

Annual Rent. 

Charges. 

Net Remain. 

Bombay ... 
Miihim ... 

Es. q. r. 
52,873 1 7 
47,50-i 1 29 

Es. q. r. 
21,SSS 0 67 
21,23-1 2 81 

Rs. q. r. 
31,707 1 65 
26,565 3 75 

Rs. q, r. 
47,480 3 &3 
42,005 3 7 

Rs. q. r. 
6567 0 20^ 
7024 2 17 

Es. q. .. r. 
41,913 3 72| 
36,184 1 81 

Total ... 

100,377 2 36 j 

42,672 3 48 

58,263 1 40 

89,488 3 0 

12,591 2 37| 

77,098 1 53^ 


In a letter of the 25th April 1759^ paragiuph 106, the Comt approve 
the stop taken by the Board in levying an additional duty. They write : 
It is extremely pleasing to ns that yon have shewn such true attention 
to our interest in laying additional duties and taxes on the inhabitants, 
thereby relie\’iiig n>s in some degree of the burthen we cheerfully bear 
to put the island in a state of security. We applaud your conduct, 
and have pointed out this commendable example to our Presidency at 
Calcutta, who have never once considered the equitable right we have to 
such assistance.^ 

At a Consultation of the 7th October 1760, the Board order: 
The Collector reports that in the vereadores'^ caleiilate of the tax laid 
on landed estates there appear some dwelling houses and oarts appro- 
priated to charitable uses. That on petition of the proprietors of the 
said houses for relief setting forth that no otliers paid the tax on their 
dwelling houses, the vereadores were ordered by the Collector to 
re-examine the same. They reported that the said houses and oarts 
were included by mistake and that no tax ought to be levied on them 
according to the tenour of our orders of the 3rd January 1758. The 
same is now laid before us. The Collector is ordered not to charge the 
tax on the houses and oarts referred to.^ 

Regarding provision against evading the customs duties on the 19th 
February 1766 Government write to the Court: On the 16th July 
(1765) the Bombay customs master delivered us a letter setting forth 
a great loss which your Honours sustained by merchants purchasing 
cotton at Jambiisar instead of Surat and afterwards landing it here 
for exportation so that they evaded paying the duties at Surat. In 
order to prevent the same we have determined that all goods coming 
from the northward, notwithstanding they may be landed for exporta- 
tion, shall pay the usual duties unless they can produce a certificate of 
their having paid them at Surat and the duty on cotton to be levied 
agreeable to its valuation there. The custom master likewise com- 
plained of the southern traders proceeding directly to the northern 
ports without landing any part of their cargo here by which means 
they pay no customs although they enjoy the benefit of convoy and 
every other advantage in common with the merchants trading under 
your protection. In order effectually to prevent this we ordered Mm 
to oblige all merchants not under your protection bound from the 


I Pub, Dep. Courtis Letters VoL 5 of 1757 -3.761, IBS. 

^ ^ Pub, Diarj^ 35 of 1760, 736. The word * noi,*:seems omitted in tbe Diary by an over- 
sight. The fact' of remission is proved by ap entry in tbe Collector’s yearly Kent and 
Revenue Accounts for 1750- 1761 YoL 6 pages and 
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southern to the northern ports and who came in here for the benefit of 
convoy, to deliver in an account of their cargo upon their arrival. On 
this cargo the Collector is ordered to levy the duties valuing the 
same ten per cent under the market price. He is likewise ordered to 
observe the same rule with respect to all merchants under your protec- 
tion who may proceed to the northward without landing their goods 
at Surat. But such as declare their intention of proceeding to Surat 
and landing their goods there, are exempted from this rule. All this 
we hope your Honours will approve and likewise our having made it a 
standing rule to levy customs on all goods imported and remaining 
unsold the 31st July every year at the market price the respective 
goods may then bear,^ 

In reply on the 4th April 1767, paragraph 86^ the Court write : 
The new regulations you made the 16th of July which appear on your 
Consultations seem calculated for our advantage in increasing the 
customs and we think cannot be deemed a hardship on the merchants 
who ought not to have the protection of convoys without our being 
benefited by it.^ 

Touching these regulations on the 18th April 1768 Government 
further intimate to the Court ; In order as much as possible to make 
the regnlations approved by your Honours in the 86th para of your 
commands of the 4th April last answer the proposed end of preventing 
your being deprived of customs on goods belonging to merchants 
trading under your protection, we have ordered them constantly to 
forward to Surat lists of all goods sent thither wdiich do not pay 
customs here that the Chief and Council may recover the same there. 
And we directed them in the like manner to transmit us an account of 
any goods which come here under convoy from the bar whether the 
vessels on which they are laden are consigned here or not and have not 
been entered or paid customs at our Latty (that is customhouse). This 
they have promised to comply with and have issued such orders in 
consequence as we flatter ourselves will more effectually prevent any 
goods whatever passing without paying customs either at Surat or this 
place.^ 

On the 3rd December 1770 Bombay writes to the Court : Having 
the greatest reason to believe notwithstanding the regulations of the 
28th August 1765 and 19th February 1768 that your Honours are 
considerably defrauded in your customs by goods from the northward 
ports not paying customs at Surat under pretence of their being 
intended for Bombay, we, in order to prevent the same in future, 
gave the Chief and Council of Surat orders to require the owners of all 
goods trading under your protection to render a true and faithful 
account to the Surat Latty Master of aU such goods as were brought 
from the northern ports to the Surat bar and designed for this place 
or any port to the southward of Bombay. On all such goods except 
grain oil and ghi they were directed to collect full duties in Surat and 


^ Pab. Dep. Letters to the Court YoL 13 of 1766, 86 • 87. 

2 Pub. Dep. Letters to the Ooui't Yol, 7 of 1765 - 1768, 259. 
5 Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Yol. 15 of 1768, 3S. 
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to grant the proprietors certificates thereof and to oblige them to- 
confoim to this regulation. We further ordered that all goods not so 
entered should be confiscated and strictly oi’dered the commanders of 
the cruizers, on pain of forfeiting the serrice^ not to take any boats 
under convoy unless they produced a clearance signed by the Latty 
Master at Surat. In consequence of these resolutions we on the 23th 
September received a petition from the merchants trading to the north- 
%vard setting forth the great hardship they were thereby subjected to 
and earnestly requesting we would remove the same. It was then 
observed that the merchants exaggerated in their petition hy asserting 
they -were obliged to land their goods at Surat which is by no means 
the case. Notwithstanding thiS;, as the principal articles from the 
northward were cotton and piece-goods and , the others grain oil 
and other necessaries the importation of which last s]\ould rather be 
encouragedhere, we determined that the rule requiring a Surat customs 
certificate should extend only to boats laden with cotton and piece- 
goods and gave orders that the proprietors should be detained as little 
time as possible for their certificates. Even this concession did not 
satisfy the merchants. On the 22n<:l ultimo the custom master 
addressed us a letter enclosing another petition from the merchants 
repeating their complaints and earnestly entreating the regulation 
might be abolished. To this we thought it proper to agree. At tlic 
same time that your revenue might not suffer we ordered a duty of six 
per cent to be collected on all such goods from the nortlnvard as could 
not produce a certificate of their having paid full duties at Surat and 
the President's consulage of two per cent to be deducted therefrom. 
Upon this occasion we took into consideration whether it would not bo 
a means of increasing the customs both here and at Surat that instead 
of collecting a consulage of two per cent only at Surat, one of one per 
cent should be established at both places^ and the customs here made 
equal to those at Surat, namely six per cent o£ which five per cent to 
go to your Honours and one per cent to the Grovernor for the time 
Ixjing. By this means though your Honours will receive a half per 
cent less at this place than you do at present you will receive one per 
cent more at Surat. And being of opinion this regulation would not 
only increase your custom revenue but the general trade of the port 
and likewise satisfy the merchants, and the President, for these reasons 
and because the interest of his Employers and that of his own would in 
future be perfectly reciprocal which they were not before, acquiescing 
as far as it affected his emolument of consulage we agreed thereto and 
ordered it to be carried into execution until your pleasure would be 
signified to tts regarding it. We therefore request ta be favoured 
therewith and as a compensation to the merchants for the increase here, 
no duties are to be collected at one place that can produce certificates 
of their having paid customs at the other.’^ 

In reply, on the 12th June 1771 (paragi*aphs 41-42) the Court write: 
III respect to tlie alteration you made in the customs usually collected at 
Surat and Bombay we shall here observe that it by no mmns carriesj 


^ Put. Bep,' Letters to tte Court ToL- 17 'ot 1770.>3 ^ m,- ^ ‘ ■' 
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with it that appearance of adYantage which might justify the abolishing 
a mode which had continued for a great number of years ^ and seemed 
thereby to acquire the right of prescription; for though this innovation 
may be ealcnlated for the benefit of the Presidency we cannot but 
believe it will be proportionably detrimental to the revenue at Surat. 
We shall enter more fully on this subject when by the receipt of 
your Consultations we shall he enabled to investigate the causes of 
so material a change in our established customs. In the meantime we 
cannot avoid declaring that we are not only far from being* convinced 
of the propriety of the measure itself but highly displeased^ at your 
having determined thereon without waiting for our decision in a point 
of this nature, and we must further observe that your referring to us 
a measure already adopted by you has more the appearance of a con- 
sciousness of the impropriety of your conduct than a deference to onr 
authority.^ 

At a Consultation the 8th January 1771 the Bombay Custom Master 
lays before the Board the account customs collected for the month of 
July together with the abstract of customs collected from the 1st 
August 1769 to the 31st July 1770. The Custom Master acquaints 
the Board these accounts would have been given in much sooner had he 
been able to collect the amount. Even now the sum of Rs. 8937-2-27 
is still outstanding from two merchants lately failed, whose effects are 
now under attachment. After consideration it is resolved, in order 
most effectually to obviate the like delay in future, that both custom 
masters be peremptorily ordered to collect the full amount of customs 
which may be due once every three months from all Europeans as well 
as country merchants without distinction, and on no account to permit 
of longer time. Should any one fail to comply the Custom Master is 
to stop any goods such person may afterwards import, be him whosoever, 
until the amount he may owe is duly discharged.^ 

At a Consultation of the 23rd April 1771 the Board took into 
consideration certain abuses in collecting the customs. They 
received the following letter from Mr. William Shaw : As soon as I 
had the honour to he appointed Custom Master, I made it my study 
narrowly to inquire into the cause of the late decrease in that branch 
of the Honourable Company's revenues. Understanding from the late 
Custom Master and others that the decrease in a great measure proceeded 
from an illicit practice of running goods from the vessels in the harbour 
to Thana and other adjacent ports, I proposed to the Board that a 
certain number of boats should be constantly employed to cruize 
within the harbour and among the shipping to prevent such practice. 
This was accordingly done and will, I hope, be productive of all the 
good effects intended. It is universally reported, and there is the 
greatest cause to believe that^ many valuable effects pass the Custom 
House under the denomination of escritoires and trunks of wearing 
apparel and other necessaries. I propose that in future every thing of 
this kind mthout distinction be examined at the Custom House and 


^ Pub. Dep. Court's Letters Vol, 8of 1789-1771, 297-298. 
2 Pub. Diary 87 of 177L 
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that a second assistant he nominated to attend at the ISew Bandar for 
this and other good purposes/ and that proper inspectors of some 
reputation be also appointed under the eustom master with some fees 
and allowances to encourage them to he very careful in the discharge of 
their duties. If the Board thinks proper likewise to direct that every 
vessel coming into port^ should, as in Europe, be obliged immediately 
on arrival to give in a just and particular - account or manifest of 
their cargoes to the Custom House under pain of confiscation it might 
have a very salutary and happy effect.^ On this the Board observe: 
With respect to the first part of this letter the Board remark that 
employing guard boats in the maimer Mr, Shav^ mentions in his letter 
had frequently been in agitation and was one of the points recommended 
by the late President the Honourable Thomas Hodges (1767-1771) to 
the consideration of the rest of the members at the time the late President 
could not attend through indisposition. It was in consequence of that 
recommendation and not on Mr. Shawls proposal that the same was 
ordered to be carried into exeention. As the other points in Mr. 
Shawls letter appear to us calculated for the benefit of that branch 
of our Employ ers'^ revenues^ it is agreed they be carried into execution. 
And as the business of that office will be thereby increased, Mr. James 
Beck is appointed Second Assistant to the Custom Master, and the 
inspectors he recommends he must endeavour to procure.^ Three days 
later, 26th April 1771, the Diary records ; A publication was affixed 
by beat of drum at the usual places to give notice of the regulations 
established in our last Consultation for collecting the customs.^ 

In a letter of the 1st April 1772, paragraph 49, the Court resume : In 
a general letter dated 12th June 1771 we intimated our displeasure 
at the alteration you had made in the mode of collecting customs 
at Surat and Bombay, We are now more fully convinced of the 
impropriety of that innovation and well persuaded that it could not 
possibly operate to the advantage of the Company ; that it must occasion 
much needless trouble to the merchants ; and that it was calculated 
solely for the emolument of the Governor. We therefore direct that the 
Governor do on no account take one per cent consulage on goods 
imported at Bombay, but that such consulage be restricted to Surat 
where we permit him to receive two per cent as usual 

At a Consultation of the 30th June 1772 the Board received the 
following humble petition of the Gentus Muhammadans and Parsis of 
Bombay ; That your Honour'^s petitioners with the greatest respect and 
submission take the liberty to I’epresent to your Honour that they are 
already paying several duties, that is to say, an additional and f ortif ying 
duty on all goods, and a tax of one per cent on the produce of all 
landed estate. Besides these cesses they are obliged to pay scavenger's 
fees 'and the charge of rep,iring the roads. Notwithstanding this 
they are ordered to give bigdris to clean the tOwil ditch. This is very 
hard upon your petitioners. No higAris are procurable except at an 
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extraordinary rate on account of several houses being pulled down by 
order of this Honourable Goyernment and the owners rebuilding them. 
As your petitioners have met with many losses and inconveniences on 
account of several houses and cocoanut trees being pulled down as above 
said and other unforeseen accidents^ they are rendered incapable to bear 
the expense of the higdris to clean the town elitch. Your petitioners 
take the liberty further to represent to your Honour that when they 
were ordered in Governor CrommeliiVs time (1760-1767) to give some 
big dr is to clean the ditch they made him their request^ and he was 
thereupon pleased to excuse them from that expense. Ever since that 
time they were never troubled with cleaning the ditch nor indeed in 
Governor Hodges^ time. On the whole your petitioners most* humbly 
pray that your Honour will be pleased to take the promises as well as 
their hard case into your serious consideration in order to make them 
free from the ahovementioned expenses.^ After consideration the Board 
resolve that as we now find the method of caste higdris will be attended 
with some delay, and as it is necessary on account of the advanced season 
that the ditch should be cleaned with all expedition^ the land paymaster 
is directed to engage a sufficient number of persons to clean the ditch. 
He must keep a distinct account of the charge in order that it may be 
made good by an assessment on each caste excepting those merchants 
who have paid Rs. 100 annually by the Custom House books for 
customs as they therein pay one per cent towards the fortifications 
and also such persons who for any particular reason have been usually 
excepted.^ 

At a Consultation of tlie 13th October 1772, the Board having 
at several previous meetings had under consideration the letter from 
the Bombay custom master witli the regulations® he proposed for the 
future collection of the Honourable Company's customs, the same is 
now again resumed when the letter and regulations as entered under 
the 19th of August are read and being maturely and deliberately 
discussed and considered, are unanimously approved, and ordered that 
they be in full force from the first of the next month. As we are of 
opinion it would be hard upon the fair trader to be obliged, as proposed, 
to pay the amount of his customs within fifteen days from the import- 
ation of his goods, resolved that three months’ credit be allowed to alt 
merchants whether black or white. These three months are to begin 
from the day the vessel entered the port. At the same time the bills 
are to be made out agreeable to the book of rates immediately on the last 
goods being landed, which bills must be then aceeiDted by the importer 
payable at the above mentioned period. The custom master must 
constantly retain in the warehouses under his charge a sufficient quantity 
of goods to answer the full amount of the customs on each respective 
personas importationy be that person whomsoever he may be. The 
remainder is then to be peimitted to pass after being carefully inspected, 
except those goods which .are entered for exportation which are to be 
deposited in warehouses under his charge as heretofore directed., Thq 


1 Pub. Diary 61 of 1772, 631-632. 2 Diary 61 of 1772, 618, 

Por these Regulations see Pub» Diary 61 of 1772, 704, 767 - 731. 
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custom master must draw out a book of rates which be must lay before 
us by the first of the ensuiug mouth aud eoutiuue the same every three 
months in future. In this book he is also to insert the rates of hamalage 
waterage and wharfage together with the distribution of such seizures as 
may be made in consequence of these regulations that the same may be 
established on a proper footing. Whosoever may let th 0 & goods remain 
in the Custom House longer than one month must be charged with 
warehouse rent after the usual rate of the place by the custom master. 
But this is not to extend to such goods as are retained as security for 
the payment of the dues. The warehouse-keeper must put under the 
custom master^s charge such of the Bandar warehouses as may be neces- 
sary £of the purposes for which they are intended. The Secretary must 
issue a proclamation apprising all persons that sundry new regulations 
are established for the better collection of the customs in future, and 
that the particulars may be seen at the Bombay custom master^s 
ofiicc/ 

A Consultation of the 6th April 1773 records ; From the present 
instance and from the very frequent and heavy complaints, but more 
especially from the very large sums of money amassed by the owners 
and people belonging to the .boats that load and unload the ships in 
this harbour, we are fully convinced it is their constant practice to take 
every opportunity in their power of plundering goods while in the 
boats. A severe example ought in our opinion to be made as they are 
evidently guilty by their offering the sum of Es. 4000 to compromise 
the present business. It is therefore agreed, as we have not proof 
capitally to convict any of them, that a fine of Es. 20,000 be levied 
upon them, which, though large, they are very well able to pay. Out 
of this the amount of the coffee stolen must be made good to the owners 
of the SlireiDshtiry, and the remainder appropriated to the Honourable 
Company. It is also further resolved in hopes of its being a means of 
preventing such like bad consequences in future that no boats shall be 
permitted to ply in the harbour for the purpose of loa.ding or unloading 
ships but such as are regularly numbered and registered in the custom 
masters oflSce, and whose owners have given ample security to make good 
any deficiency that may happen in goods while on board their boats.^ 

At a Consultation of 22nd January 1777 the Board order that no 
customs are in future to be collected upon horses or mules imported 
here for the service of the inhabitants.® 

At a Consultation of the 1st July 1746 the Board read a letter from 
the Collector of the revenues representing the necessity of having 
more wells in the Honourable Company's carts with the advantages 
that will accrue thereby. The expense of digging and making these 
wells is calculated at about Es. 970-3-10. Agreed that the said letter 
and calculate be entered hereafter but that consideration thereof be 
deferred till a proper season offers for setting about the vvork.^ Three 


1 Pub. Diary 62 of 1772, 968-970, « Pub, Diary 63 of 1773, 278. 

Diary 71 of 1777, 5b*. Comp, of Sfcandmg Ord..Voit 2 of 1759*17885 104 
n»ub. Diary 19 of 1716, 210.' , 
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days later, on the 4th July, the Board remark t The oart f aimers 
being willing to undertake to dig wells and make stone-gutters in 
the Honourable Company's carts at Bombay and M^him for the sum 
mentioned in the calculate entered after the Consultation of the first 
instant the Board accepts their proposal and dhects that the sum of 
Es. 970-3-10 be advanced out of the treasury, the Collector of the 
revenues taking care to see that the work is well performed.^ 

At a Consultation of the 1st July 1746 the Board read the following 
letter dated the 24th June 1746 from Mr. Byfeld the Collector ; In 
pursuance to an order received from the Secretary I took to my assistance 
the master bricklayer and stone-cutter with the vereadores and mhdtdrds 
and proceeded to inspect the condition of the several banks wells and 
wheels in the Honourable Company's carts. I am now to acquaint you 
that the same appears properly repaired as agreed to by the oart 
farmers in March 1744. The only exception is that five of the wells 
want plastering at the top whieh the early rain and want of bricklayers 
prevented them from finishing, but they promised duly to perform 
the same early the ensuing season. By the 4th and I7th articles of 
the oart farmer^s lease it is agreed that the Honourable Company 
shall be at the expense of digging and making new wells if wanted and 
of repairing all wells broken or destroyed by the falling down of trees 
or by other accidents. Wherefore they request your Honour will give 
the necessary orders, which, if you are pleased to agree to, the oarts will 
then be in so g*ood repair as to want no additional expense for many 
years. In my humble opinion the profits will at the end of the lease 
Sufficiently repay and answer the expense as the work already done fully 
demonstrates. The trees have received great benefit by the work, an^ 
by this addition, double the number of trees may be planted in some of 
the oaids that hitherto been piacticable for want of water. The 
Ivells have been so shallow as not to give a supply even to trees now 
bearing fruit longer than .January, whereas all the trees ought to be 
waterrf till the month of May.^ 

In a letter of the 13th Cfetober 1747 the CoUeetor Mr. Byfeld reports : 
In my address dated the 24th June 1746, 1 represented to your Honour 
the necessity for making an addition of some stone-gutters and wells in 


^ Fttb. Diary !9 of 1746, 223. 

2Pab. Diary 19 of 1746, 214-217. The details of this estimate are : (1) Oart For- 
talim Anto Gomes damaged by bad weather, namely For WeDs: Chnnam 17 
khandis Es. 21-i‘O,* ten stone-cutters Bs. 2-1-0; twenty-five bricklayers Bs. 6-1-0; 
two pieces teak Es, 13-0-0*; b^^ris Bs. 17-0-0 ; baskets Bs. 4-0-0 ; total Bs. 63-3-0. 
(2) Oart Galwady Halya : Timber two pieces for stanchions Bs. 8-0-0; chummi 
bricklayers and bigdris Es, 5-2-0 ; total Bs. 13-2-0. (3) Oart Colcad Jemmatra : 

Two pieces timber for stanchions Bs. 8-0-0; chnnam bricklayers and big^ris 
Bs. 17-2-0 ; total Es. 26-2-0. (4) Oart Pararvadi : Bocks stones 350 with stone- 

cutters^ work Es. 63-0-0 ; bigdris digging the well Bs. 25-0-0 ; teak timber for a 
frame Es. 15-0-0 ; basket and coir Bs. 7-0-0 ; chnnam for plastering with brick- 
layers^ pay Bs. 15-0-0 ; total Es. 125-0-0, (5) Oart Varao: To sink the well and 
make an addition of one new wheel for want of water to supply the trees, chnnam. 
twenty-five khandis with carriage 43^0-0 ; teak timber for a frame Bs. 20-0-0 ; 
sand stone and carriage Es. 25-0-0 ; bricklayers and big4ris Bs. 21-0-0 ; bigdris, 
digging the well, with &kets, Es. 16-0-0 ; total Bs. 125-0-0. That is the total for 
Wells comes to Es. 352-S-O. SimOar estimate for Stone Gutters counted to 
Es. 618-0-10. Total Bs, 970,3-10. Pub. Diary 19 of 1746, 215*216. .. 



Materials.] 


AND ISLAND. 


463 


the carts. These suggestions meetiBg with your approbation the sum of 
Rs. 970-3-10 was advanced the farmers for cany ing on and completing 
the same by the last day of July. Notwithstanding I have frequently 
pressed the farmers to comply with this agreement still to this day 
they have made little progress. This they say is owing to the 
want of stone-cutters who were all employed last season at the Pier 
head as they are this year in cutting paving stones for the subordinate 
faetoriesj 

A Consultation of the 20th March 1752 records : The lease of 
the Honourable Company's oarts and waste ground round the town 
wall expiring the 30th April next, directed the Secretary to affix the 
usual notifications that these lands will be put up at outcry the 3 7th 
of April and rented to the highest bidder. As we are persuaded that 
the letting these lands in small parcels will be a means of increasing their 
income^ and will be attended with the advantage of their being better 
cultivated and taken care of when in the hfeds of many than in the 
possession of a few^ it is resolved they be put up to auction in small 
lots.^ 

Agreeable to the above Resolution the Board met to let out to farm 
the Plonourable Company’s carts and waste ground round the Town 
Ditch. The following conditions were explained to and approved by 
the merchants : First that the farmers, their heirs or executors, shall 
make full and just payments into the Honourable Company's treasury 
every six months, until the expiration of the farm at the end of 
seven years. If the farmer, his heirs or executors, during the said 
term of seven years shall make default in the payments or in other 
conditions herein contained, the said President and Council shall be at 
full liberty to take the said oarts from the said farmer, his heirs or 
executors, and lease them to such others as they shall think proper. 
And if any loss arises thereby, the farmer, his heirs or executors, 
shall be answerable, and obliged to make the loss good. Second, 
if during the said term of seven years by storm or other unforeseen 
accidents not proceeding from the neglect of the farmer, any damage 
shall accrue to the trees such allowance shall be made to the said 
farmer as the said President and Council shall think reasonable. 
Third that out of the trees which shall happen to he blown down, a 
sufficient number shall be allowed the farmer for repairing the wheels 
and waterways, and the remainder shall be taken for the use of the 
Company. Fourth that the said President and Council will repair 
and put into good oi'der all the wheels and waterways belonging to the 
Honourable Company's oarts, and in case any new wells are by them 
and the farmer judged necessary, the said President and Council are 
to be at the expense of digging and making the same. Fifth if the 
farmer shall have just reason to suspect that the coeoanuts Imve been 
stolen, or are concealed, on his making application proper persons 
wiE be appointed to search for the same. If any person or persons are 
<x>nvicted of having bought or received stolen coeoanuts, they shall be 


■®Pnh.:1>iary 25 of 1762, 98-90* 
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pnnislied according to law. Sixth tliat no persons shall resist injure 
or impede the farmer or his servants, in what regards the occiii^ying 
the said farm. Any one so offending shall be duly piinishech 
Seventh that the Honourable Company's Oollector of the revenues, and 
all other persons as the President and Council may appoint, shall be 
aiding and assisting to the said farmer in recovering his debts 
contracted on account of the farm, and in improving and manuring 
the said oarts. Eighth it being apparent that the taking kajdns 
from the renter for the Company is a general grievance, the farmers 
are at liberty to sell the leaves to whom and where they please. 
Ninth the overseer of the Honourable Company's oarts, or any others 
appointed by the President and Council, are at all times to he admitted 
to view and inspect the oarts and wells, with everything thereunto 
belonging. If it shall be found the farmer has not complied with the 
terms of his agreement, a report shall be made to the President and 
Council, that they may issue proper orders concerning the same. Tenth 
that kilt and huckshaw thsisi is fish manure shall not bo used for manuring 
the trees. Pinack (that is pinaca or oiheake) is permitted and if 
pinack is not procurable the farmer is at liberty to make use of any other 
manure except hut and hmkskaw. When any manure, not above forbid, 
is brought to this island for sale, one-half shall, if requested by the farmer, 
be appropriated for the use of the oarts, the farmer paying the market 
price for the same. Ten trees more or less to be let to the Bhandaris 
out of every hundred for drawing toddy. This is to commence at the 
expiry of their contract, but to continue on the present footing till that 
time. Eleventh that all persons who unhusk cocoanuts shall be 
obliged to serve the farmer at the same rates they have hitherto served 
the Honourable Company. In like manner also such persons as are 
proper and necessary for conducting and managing the said oarts, 
and for cultivating and improving the trees, shall serve the said 
farmer in the same manner as they have been accustomed to serve the 
Honourable Company, when the oarts were kept in their hands. Twelfth 
that the farmer shall receive to his own use ground rent for all such 
houses as are or shall be erected within the Company’s oarts at M4him 
during the teim of the farm, at the same rates that the Company has 
hitherto received. If it shall appear necessary to the said farmer to 
remove any of the houses already built, he shall first obtain the consent 
of the Collector or other person appointed by the President and 
Council. Thirteenth that the Honourable Company are at full 
liberty to cut down for their own use all trees, from which the farmer 
receives no benefit, the farmer being first acquainted thereof. 
Fourteenth this island not producing suflSeient of any kind of 
manure, salt excepted, for the use of the oarts, manure must be imported 
from other parts. In case the importation of manure be prevented 
by vrar, or other unforeseen accident, the farmer is not subject or liable 
to pay any consideration for the damage the said oarts may sustain for 
want of manure. On the contrary the farmer shall have such allowance 
made him as the President and Council shall think just. Fifteenth if 
any of the wells or wheels- be broken or destroyed by the falling of 
tmes or other accidents, not occasioned by the neglect of the farmer 
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then the Company will and shall at their own expense make new ones 
in lieu thereof. But the farmer shall, at Ms own charge, repair all 
wells and wheels and deliver them in good order at the expiration of 
the farm. Sixteenth the farmer" shall and will at his own expense 
during the term of this lease plant young trees in lieu of all such as 
shall be blown down, and in all vacant places in the said oarts, and shall 
water and manure them. In consideration whereof at the expiration 
of his farm he shall receive in money one half of their value. And 
for the security of the due and punctual performance of all the 
conditions above contained, on the part of the farmer the said farmer 
has by an instrument or bond under his hand and seal bearing date 

* assigned and made over his whole estate real and personal 

to be answerable and liable for any default or breach of what is above 
stipulated. On the part and behalf of the said Company the President 
and Council have caused the common seal of the said Honourable 
Company to be affixed in Bombay Castle this day of , . , . . 1762. 134 

oarts were then put up and fetched Rs. 24,685. Of these 24 oarts 
yielding Es. 6244 were in Bombay and 110 oarts yielding Rs. 18,441 
were in M4him.^ 


^ Fxib. Diary 26 of 1752, 133- 140. The details are : 

Company's Oarts in Boirtbay avA MahivKi^ t75S, 


No. 

Wheels 

Name- 

Rent* 

No. 

Wheels 

. Name, 

Rent. 



— Bomlay Oaris» 

Ha, 



B~^Mdhim Oarts 

Rs. 

1 

6 

Sinpowdy and Zear Cat.. 

301 



—continued. 


3 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 

3 

4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

8 

4 

Uarvody and Quintal .. 

Sattervoday 

Shacowdy 

Caporvddi 

Cad wall 

Vorad 

Farad vadi ... 

Gharni of Dowji 

Charni of Umay 

Dhosawdy 

Charni s^reat (Two*thirds), 
Charni of Paul Naik 

j- 300 
527 

1 

1 

1210 

470 

15 

16 
IS 
17 

19 

20 
21 
22 

24 
23 

27 

25 

26 

28 

2 
■ 4 

7 

1 

2 

3 

1 

5 

2 

2 

3 

Tindawdy 

Sabunthao 

Colcad 

Sutarwod 

Eazaquem Kintal 

Dallawdy 

Ghondani (Part of) 

Gan tern 

Candapem 

Golmowdy 

Garw^ody 

Palkee 

j- 813 
\ 

1 405 
} 615 
j 346 

14 

4 

Charni of Martin OfiEonso. 

905 

4 

3 

j 840 

16 

22 

7 

3 

Soniiapur 

Pacari Voll 

1536 

2U3 

Chir Jamathao (Part of), 
Zenierhao 

Sasserao 

Basserao < Part of) 

Gonguirao 

Ohouki 

Tarawdy! . 

Bomballam 

Shallorug Bhot ... 
Bellowdy 


23 

16 

17 , 

18 

19 

20 

21 

24 

’’i 

Ground of Mallaw 
Dancoury (Part of) 

Coffee Garden 

Old Bog 

Connem ... ... 

HontvMi 

Gorwedy Momabatt 
Goev^i ... 

] 

^ 131 

80 

81 

32 

33 

34 
38 
37 

35 

3 

1 

1 

3 

> 156 

1 267 

« 


B, — MdUm Oarts* 


38 

39 

2 

Chamcandy 

Sarcathao (Part of) ... 

f 

1 

2 

Oart Magderao ... 

|l431 

40 

1 

Kead ' 


2 

8 

Great Oart ... ... ... 

41 


Pittorias 


3 

5 

CassivMi 

1 802 

42 

■ : „-■■■ .■■■ 

Fanisbat Gondarna ... 


? 

2 

Amberao 

. 43 

"■ *%9 

Turbatt 


4 

... 

Oart Shassk (Part of) ... 

1 

44 

■■ ■ •*•■■■ 

Fanisbat Harastax 

- 310 

5 

3 

Great Shassik 

1 463 

45 

3 

V albat Ragustar 


6 

1 

Small Massik 

46 


Zangiia 


12 

2 

Gererao 

! 

47 

... 

Ditto 


8 

6 

Chattel 

j. 662 

48 


Sasserao 


9 

i 

Superao 

107 

2 

Small Kantadalla 


11 

8 

Purvy 

j- 726 

49 

1 

Totnrita Jacadew 

) 

12 

... 

Mazar (Part of) 

50 


Sutarwod 

1 

13 

4 

Babazean '' 

\ 

51 

Z 

Talquesary 

1 

14 

2 

Timle 

I- 

52 

t 

Bajrmlhar 

't 281 
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4,60 BOMBAY TOWN 

A ConsnMon of tte 17th April 1752, Botio* tot ftotvarto gto^d 
round the Town Ditch was put up for five years on -ot,™. 

in. 17t7 and rented to Kensu Bhand^n and Shiva Sinay Bhima for 

At a Consultation of the 5th June 1753, the Board read a letter 
from the Collector of the rents and revenues aequai ^ ^ recrm-d 

that Jivanset, one of the renters of the tiIpco Iip mvH’fhp 

to the payment. Jivanset is called in and told Aa ^ _ P. ^ „ 

money we shall he obliged to order the Colleetoi o p o. 

At o OoMBltato of to 6th FeWy 1769 to ^ 

tot to Colleotot doHyer to remainder of the oart Chaam tonm to 

Eangaji Ramset for Rs. 3889-2-0 agreeable to the veieadores valua- 
tion.® 

A Consultation of the 10th April 1759 records : Tins W 
appointed for farming out the Honourable Company soaits at Bombay 
and M4him, the Boald repaiied to the tent near the Bandai whem the 
merchants and others being assembled, it was propose i 

for seven years, as when last rented out under the 1/th Apnl 1752 the 
leases to commence on the 11th of next mon . . +i + 

requesting that the term might he prolonged to nine yeai^ la i 
two yeai-s more than before, and being of opiBion that it would prov e 

Company's Carts in Bombay aiid Mdhim, contmned. 


No. 

Wheels, 

53 

1 

.54 

1 

55 

1 

106 

2 

56 

8 

57 

2 

68 

1 

59 

1 

60 

2 

61 

,.i 

62 

3 

6,3 

i 

64 

8 

66 

... 

67 

2 

65 

2 

68 

2 

89 

1 

70 

2 

75 

4 

76 

1 

71 

4 

72 

2 

73 

2 

74 

1 

77 

■1 

78 

10 

79 

1 

104 

... 

80 

4 

81 

<2 


Name. 


-Mdhim Oairt«— coutd. I Rs. 


Panthao* 

Materao’ 

Pangarapa 

Great Kantadalla 

Talcdwdy 

Furerao ... *« 

Ohaitcood 

Vededan ... 
Daquiacand 
Nondwon (Part of) 
Rouiparuparao 

Namerao 

Vod^r 
Farubacan ... 
Moudeserao (Part of) 

C5^ayv5di 

Chamarconda 

Bheundoll 

Canawdy 

Cruscan ... 

Nilki 

Cobrichembatt ... 
Great Bhayderao ... 
Small do. 
Manmalyachipal ... 
Gonserao ... 
Uolloippra ... ... 

Pataquiriaobichi r. 
Garvodoy Pandaw 

Secuthim 

Taleybatt 


Bent. No. 


427 


406 


300 


383 


m 


563 


Wheels, 


84 

85 
103 

82 

83 

108 

86 
87 


90 

91 

92 

93 

95 

96 

98 

99 

97 

100 

101 
104 
106 
100 
no 


14 

“i 

2 

3 

1 

■ 2 , 

3 

, 2 
2 
3 
3 
2 

14 


Name. 

Rent 

B,— .Mdhim Oarts 

Rs. 

— continued. 


Billbatt 

). 212 

Varniaehembatt 

1 

p.imbatt 

J 

Vantem (Great) 

) 

Do. (Small) 

}■ 376 

Garvodoys 

j 

Gallawda 

1 

Tankowdy 

I 

Part of Cliowki 

y 1510 

Ohowdorry 

1 

Pouroll 

J 

Great Carancothar 

) 

Small do. 

[ 285 

Ambiamohimbatt 

j 

Alcawdy 

1 414 

Deguepall ^ 

i 

Cumarvodah 


Duguy Hossijah 

1 6^7 

Garvodoy Babujee ... 


Vastavod «. 

1 601 

Fortateza and Morri- 

} 

chembatt 

J 1705 

Saint Miguel 

) 

Garvodoy Babujee ... 

1 700 

Lotanvafdi 


Suvry Mirim 

Oaima of Parell 

1 165 

Total ... 

24,685 


' Pub. Diary 25 oF 1752, 140. “ rub- Di'iry 26 of 176.3, 201. 

» Pub. Diarv 32 of 1759, 89. 
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advantageoxis for tlie HoBOiirable Company to comply with their 
request, the same was agreed to and the rest of the conditions under 
the above date renewed/ 

At a Consultation of the 10th March 1761 the Board read a report 
from the Collector, enclosing a calculate of the repairs neeessaiy both 
to the rented and unrented oarts at Mahim, din.wn up by the vereadoies, 
without which repairs, he represents, the oarts will go to decay. Also a 
valuation of sundry useless trees (as he calls them) which if not cut down 
will prevent the growth of the young eocoanuttrees. That the muka- 
dam of the arrack farmers, having complained of a grievance they 
laboured under from the cart farmers at Mahim, and of Samji Parvu, 
belonging to the Collector's office, for being instrumental in reducing 
the number of willing trees from four to three for a rupee, he refeired 
us for their reply to a letter he had received from the oart farmers, 
observing only that the offers they made, were rejected by the Bhan- 
daris. He likewise encloses the depositions of two Bhandaris against 
Samji Parvu and his defence. On these papers the following orders 
ai’e passed: That the fanners of the oarts at Mahim be allowed to 
repair them according to the vereadores^ calculate. That the Collector 
enquire whether tapping the trees he mentions will not remedy the 
evil complained of without cutting them down. That Sdmji Parvu be 
suitably reprimanded by the Collector, and, as we are satisfied that any 
of the Parvus belonging to the Collector's office being concerned m 
^ any of the Company's farms (as there is reason to tMnk Sdmji is) 

I - must be prejudicial to our Honourable Masters^ interests, resolved that 
the same be forbid in future and all such Parvus be obliged to relin- 
quish either their employ or their concern in any of the said farms/ 


At a Consultation of the 10th August 176£ the Board proceeded to 
the Bandar and let out the oart Dalowdy to Bhiku Kdmati and Biib^ji 
Kamati for the remainder of the lease at Rs. 250 a year, being Rs. 21 
a year less than what it formerly let for/ 

The 10th May 1768, being the day appointed for farming out the 
Honourable Company's oarts at Bombay and Mahim, the Board re- 
paired below stairs and proposed renting them for five years. But the 
merchants and others assembled to bid for them set forth that they 
would be let out to greater advantage if the term of the respective 
leases was increased to seven years.^ ^ This was accordingly agreed and 
they were let out on the same conditions as when last farmed in 1759, 
with this additional clause, in consequence of a representation from the 
Bhandaris, that the farmers shall permit the Bhand4ris to draw 
three of the best trees at Mahim and 2i at Bombay for a rupee and so 
in proportion for those of an inferior kind/ 

Three days later at a Consultation of the 13tli May 1768 the Board 
observe : We cannot but express our satisfaction at this branch of our 


Pub Diary 32 of 1759, 263. 

2 Pub Diary 36 of 1761, 295. Comp, of Standing Ord, Vol 2 of 1759 ■ 1788, 213 - 21 U 

3 Pub. Diary 39 of 1762, 423. Pub. Diary 50 of 1768, 285. 
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revenues being so considerably improved. W'e find that upon the 
whole the carts have been let out for Rs. 21,615 a year, which is 
Rs. 6333 more than what they were last farmed for though the pre- 
sent term is for two years less.-^ 

At a Consultation of the 21st January 1774 the Collector lays 
before the Board a petition from the renters of the Honourable Com- 
pany's carts at Mdhim, representing that they are material sufferers 
annually by holding those farms owing as well to the want of a suffi- 
cient quantity of rain for some years past, as to the low price which 
coeoanuts have for some time borne. Therefore requesting an abatement 
in their rent. The Board remark : As we are satisfied that coeoanuts 
bear a low price to what they used to do owing to the large plantations 
of those trees about Bassein and other adjoining places on the continent, 
ordered that the Collector enquire into the merits of this petition and 
report the same to us. If it shall appear requisite to make any allow- 
ance that he state wliat abatement may be reasonable.^ 

At a Consultation of the 18th February 1774, the Board ordered 
that the Collector prepare and deliver in an accurate List of the Honour- 
able Company's oarts villages and batty grounds specifying the annual 
rent of each.^ Accordingly on the 25th February the Collector lays 
before the Board a list of the Honourable Company's oarts villages and 
batty grounds. The Board record : This is perused and after consider- 
ation of the very great distress we are in for money and to avoid paying 
a heavy interest, it is resolved, in case we do not shortly receive a consi- 
dei-able supply from Bengal, tiiat these oarts be sold at public outcry, 
as landed property at tiffs time in general bears a good price.'^ 

At a Consultation of the 8th February 1774 the Board read the fol- 
lowing petition from the fazanddrs of Bombay : That your Honouris 
petitioners with all due respect and submission beg leave to represent to 
your Honour that they suffer much prejudice by the new tax levied 
on and upon them in the yearl7 58 by the then G"a ^ernor the Honourable 
Richard Bourchier Esq. . Your petitioners did then represent to him not 
only tlieix poverty, but also the following well established reasons for 
not increasing the tax ; (1) That the petitioners are not obliged to pay 
more pension than what they paid to the Crown of Portugal. (2^) 
That your Honourable Government undertook they will not levy upon 
your ^titioners any other new pension as will appear by the 13th para- 
graph of the marriage contract celebrated in the year 1665 (1661 ?) 
between the two sacred Majesties of England and Portugal on the 
delivery of this island. But as the said Governor signified to your peti- 
tioners the urgent necessity of money for maintaining the w^ar with the 
French, and that when the said war should be over the petitioners should 
be released from the said tax, they, as loyal subjects to his Britannic 
Majesty under the care of the Honourable Company, notwithstanding 



^ Pub. Diary 50 of 1768, 290. For details (by oart and purybaser) see paires 288. 297 
and 208 of the same Volume. / t > 

- Pid), Diary 65 of 1774, 43* 3 Pub, Diary 65 of 1774, 92. 

^ Pub. Diary 65 of 1774, 115. 
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tlie ancient privileges and exemptions wMch these petitioners for many 
years enjoyed^ readily submitted to the said new tax depending 
entirely upon the assurances of the said Governor that the same woald 
be relinquished at the end of the war aforesaidi. At last peace and 
tranquillity have by God^s grace liappily been concluded between the 
two Crowns of England and France long ago. Yet your petitioners 
are compelled to pay the said tax which they have done to this present 
time. Now they verily declare to your Honour^ they are not able to 
sustain the same for the manifest calamity of time which yearly grows 
on worse^ because the trifle revenues are not sufficient to maintain them. 
They therefore became indebted and at last they areobliged to sell their 
properties as is observed by the continual sale of their oarts. These 
petitioners further represent to your Honour that the want of rain for 
some years has caused the oarts to give much less cocoanuts than 
before. At the same time the price of cocoanuts is abated^from upwards of 
Rs. 40 the thousand to Rs. 20. This fall in prices is due to the planting 
of many trees at Sdlsette and Colaba. Coeoanut dealers prefer making 
tlieir purchases at those places^ because they not only make their pur- 
chases cheaper^, but have only duties of three per cent for exporting. 
These circumstances^ may it please your Honour, have greatly abated 
the vend of this commodity here as the merchants of Bhiwndi, who 
formerly carried away upwards of ten Mkhs of cocoanuts from this 
island, for some years past carry none from hence. This decline has so 
lessened your petitioners^ revenues that they can scarce defray the 
expenses of their oarts and pay the pension and tax. For the above 
reasons these petitioners most humbly entreat your Honour will be 
pleased to bring into remembrance the articles of agreement entered 
into between the subjects of this island and your Honourable Board 
in the year 1672 in the 7th paragraph wherein the Honourable Gov- 
ernor and Council promise to make a reasonable abatement in the 
pension incase of calamity at any time. Therefore your tlonour'^s 
petitioners having as loyal subjects to this Honourable Government 
the honour of enjoying the privileges granted unto them and to live 
under their protection they most humbly pray your Honour to make 
such deduction as shall seem most meet and your petitioners most humbly 
as in duty bound shall ever pray.^ 

After reading the above petition the Board observe : The fazanddrs 
or owners of the landed estates on this island present to the Board a 
petition requesting for the reasons therein set forth that a tax levied 
on them since the year 1758 maybe abolished. Upon this reference 
is had to the records respecting this tax and the opinion of our Em|)loy- 
ers upon it as well as to the articles of agreement with the inhabitants 
in the year 1672 mentioned in the said letter. As it appears that the 
Honourable Court highly approved of the measure adopted by levying 


^ Pub. Diary 65 of 1774, 64-66. The tax referred to in the text was ordered on 
the 3rd January 1758 of one per cent to be levied on all exports and imports and 
of two shillings in the pound on the produce of all the landed estates belonging to 
the inhabitants of this island to assist in defraying the expenses of the new forti- 
fications. 
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this tax^ it is agreed that this matter he fully explained in onr general 
address and the Courtis deterraination thereon desired.^ 

While intimating the above to the Court the Bombay Government 
in their letter of IHth April 1774 add : This tax has annually amount- 
ed near Rs. 8000 exclusive of which it is necessary your Honours 
should be informed that the landholders have annually paid a tax for 
this great number of years past on tlie value of their estates under the 
name of pension which amounts to rather more than the tax of which 
they now complain.^ In reply the Courts in a letter dated the 12th 
April 1775, write : As our fortifications at Bombay are far from being 
completed we cannot consent to relinc[uish the tax laid upon landed 
estates in 1758 which was designed as an aid to the Company in the 
erecting of those fortifications^ 

At a Consultation of the 18th April 1774 the Board read a petition 
from the fazandirs or owners of the landed estates on the island. 
Upon consideration of this petition it is observed that the tax of 
which they complain was levied in the year 1758, at the rate of two 
shillings in the pound upon the produce. It appears that since that 
time the said sum has been annually paid for each cart upon the 
supposition that the produce was nearly the same. If what the 
petitioners represent be true, not only that the produce is considerably 
less than it was formerly, but that the value thereof is also greatly 
diminished, it seems equitable that a proportional reduction should be 
made in the tax. In order to ascertain the justness of this represen- 
tation, the Colleetor is ordered to appoint proper persons for making 
a fresh examination into the produce of the oarts at Bombay and 
M^him and report to us whether they really produce less than 
formerly and in what proportion.^ 

At a Consultation of the 18th October 1774 the Board read the 
following petition from the farmers of the Honourable Gompany'^s 
oarts at Mahiln : The farmers of the oarts of the Honourable 
Company situated at M^m, have represented to the Collector their 
great prejudice's, and the impossibility of paying the yearly farm to 
the Honourable Company for the reason already signified to the said 
Collector. In consequence the said Collector ordered the vereadores 
mhdtdrds and inspectors, with four others appointed by the said 
Collector, to examine the said oarts and to report the same to him. These 
informants, the farmers of the said oarts, being in hopes of obtaining 
some redre^, are now expressly compelled to pay the farm, without 
any attention to the prejudice which they have sustained and still 
sustain, owing to the bad season of rains for these four years together, 
in such a manner that most of the oarts remained without watering, and 
likewise on account of the general fall in the price of cocoanuts. Notwith- 
standing these circumstances, for fear of losing time the said farmers wex*e 


^ Pab. Diary 65 of 1774, 60. 
s Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 21 of 1774, 55. 

3 Pub. Dep. Courtis Letters Vol. 0 of 1772-1777, 227. 
^ Pub. Diary 65 of 1774, 308, 
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obliged to make several other charges, such as of putting pinack (that is 
pinaca or oil-cake) and cowdung to the coqoauut trees and of transplant- 
ing young trees. To eff ect this they were obliged to run in debt, and all in 
hopes of obtaining some redress from your Honour who, your informants 
hope, will undoubtedly keep pitiful eyes on them, and will not permit that 
they should be ruined having reasons so clear and Just as they have here- 
unto expressed. These informants most humbly beg your Honour will 
be pleased to take the premises of this information into your serious 
consideration and grant them a reasonable deduction, attending the 
great prejudice they have suffered from the 11th May 1773 to the llth 
May last, and likewise in the present year which is still greater so 
that they find themselves totally ruined. Should your Honour judge 
that the deduction thus alleged is unjust or unreasonable, in such case 
your Honour^s informants are ready and shall very willingly deliver 
unto the Honoumble Company the farm of their carts, deshing only a 
deduction for the year abovementioned. For this present year they are 
willing to render a proper account of the produce of the said carts and 
of the amount laid out on the benefit of the said oarts in this present rain. 
Above all they most humbly and submissively leave the whole upon your 
Honour and beg your Honour to take the premises of this information 
into consideration and think of the great prejudice occasioned by time 
and other unforeseen accidents by which they are totally mined and 
distressed. Flattering themselves that your Honour will admit their 
allegation to be just, and having compassion on them will order a reason- 
able deduction to be made, as otherwise they shall be ruined and without 
the least remedy of life.^ 

After reading the above petition the Board pass the following order : 
The farmers of the Honourable Company's oarts at Mahim, whose leases 
expend on the llth of May next, have frequently petitioned to be 
allowed an abatement in the rent, urging that, on the advanced terms 
on which they now hold and have held the farms for some years past, 
they are considerable sufferers by the same. They now present 
another petition to the same purport. Upon this the Collector is asked 
his opinion in respect to their assertion, who acquaints the Board that 
the last time the farms were leased out, they went considerably higher 
than they had ever done before and that he believes their assertions 
are true in respect to their losses, as they all seem very poor inso- 
much that it is with great difficulty he recovers the rent due from 
them. Even then it is g*enerally paid a considerable time after it becomes 
due, owing in great measure as he observes (and which indeed we 
all know to be the case) to the price of coeoanuts being very consider- 
ably fallen of late years. As it clearly appeared that the petitioners^ 
case requires some consideration, it is agreed to make them an abate- 
ment of one-quarter pai-t of the last six months^ rent which is now due 
from them which will amount to not quite Rs. 2000. The Collector 
is ordered to adjust their accounts accordingly.^ 


* Pub, Diary GC of 1774, 720 - 721. , * Diary 66 of 1 774, 714 . 715. 
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A Consultation of the 20th November 1775 has tlie following entry : 
The Board assembled this morning and concluded the sale of the 
Honourable Company’s oarts. These we have the pleasure to observe 
sold for Rs, 1^86,658, or Rs. 8018 more than the valuation.-^ 

The 25th April 1775 being the day appointed for farming the 
Honourable Company's oarts at Bombay and Mahim, the Board repaired 
to the Hall below, where the fazand^rs and many others being assem- 
bled, they were put up and leased to the highest bidders for the term 


^ Fub. Diary 68 of 1775, 820 - 824. The details of the oarts and the amounts paid are : 

Cmnpanfs Oaris Sold, 1775. 


Wheels. 

Oarts. 

Amoimt. 

Wheels 

Oarts. 

Amount. 



Bs. 

. 

Jll dUm>- continued . 

Rs. 

1 

Oart Digiiey ... 

1605 

2 

Vastavod 

4660 

2 

Cumarvada ... 

4050 

2 

Gaivady 

. 6060 

3 

Caseyvady 

1 14,000 

1 

Bewndoil 

. 1600 

2 

Ditto ... ... 

2 

Cruscan 

2640 

3 

Dallawdy ... ... 

2 

Garvody * 

3620 

3 

Taleawdj^ ... ... 

3620 

3 

Purvey 

\ 

2 

Bakincan ... ... 

1500 

2 

Ditto ... 

\ 5300 

1 

TJdedan .„ ... 

700 

2 

Ditto 

/ 

2 

Fortuleza 

5385 

2 

Tarowdy 

3000 

2 

Ditto 

3360 

« 

Chowkey 

680 

2 

Ditto 

1660 

2 

Ohamcandy 

3450 

2 

Ditto 

3000 


Ked 

710 

1 

Morichembhat ... 

1056 


Sacarthao (Part) 

165 

2 

Cobrechembhat 

2760 

- 

Tanisbhat (Part) 

m 

2 

Ditto 

2810 

2 

Walbhat Samuster 

1130 

, » 

Bhoiderao (Great) ... 

3220 

m 

Pitfcorias (Two Parcels of).,. 

210 

2 

Ditto (Small) 

1620 

- 

Taaishbbat (Part of) 

120 

2 

Palky 

4330 - 

• 

Pittorias (.Ditto) 

155 

2 

Dnllowda 

3400 

■ 

Valbhat (Ditto) 

166 

2 

Ditto 

3460 

1 

Valbbat 

520 

2 

Ditto 

2640 


Hantdalla (Small) 

835 

2 

Ditto ... 

8200 

2 

Valkesary 

1900 

1 

Janjira 

750 

1 

Tolvrita Jackadew 

525 

- 

Sacerao Collervoda (Part)..* 

60 

2 

Baimthar 

1680 

3 

Masick (Great) 

4760 

1 

Panthas 

1140 

1 

Ditto (Small) 

2050 

1 

Malerao 

910 

• 

Gaderao ... 

4330 

1 

Pangarup 

650 

1 

Fortaleza ... ... 

1700 

1 

Sutarvod ... 

3110 

2 

2 

Ditto 

Sabunthao (Small) 

2700 

1850 

: 1 

Hantdall (Great) 

Oart Saint Miguel 

3200 

Reserved. 

2 

Jendowdy ... 

1 4460 

2 

Chalolli 

4800 

2 

Tomb ... ... 

2700 

2 

Ditto ... 

3100 

2 

Dabarcan 

2000 


Sewri Mirem 

1650 

2 

Ditto 

2610 

2 

Ganna of Pare! Road 

720 

2 

2 

Tancowdy 

3340 

1 

Sutarvod 

2030 

Ditto 



3020 

- 

Garvady Panav near the 


1 

1950 


Fort ... 

Gift. 

1 

Galowda 

700 



1 

Varniaehembhat 

620 




1 

Gonserao 

720 


Bom&ay. 


* 

Pombat (Part) 

180 

1 2 

Varad ... 

1300 

2 

Volem (Great) 

2400 

' 1 

Parad ... 

2350 

2 

Ditto (Ditto) 

1963 

2 

Packarevall ... ... ... 

2610 

2 

2 

Ditto (Small) 

Gaivody 

Charmarcond 

3800 

1 

Satarvody 

1700 

^ I 

2130 

1850 

• 

Irees not to be replaced ... 
Kaulvody within the Town 

115 

400 
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of seven years, on the eoiiditioiis they were before let for in the year 
1768, as particularised in onr Diary under the 10th May of that yeai%^ 

At a Consultation of the 14th July 1775 the Board again read a 
petition from the fazand^rs or landholders of Bombay and Mdhim 
requesting that the tax levied on their landed estates may be given 
up, as they are not able to bear the burthen of it. The consideration of 
this petition was deferred until after the arrival of the ships from Europe. 
As this matter on a former petition was submitted to their 
Honourable Employers, the Board expected some orders from them on 
the subject.^ 

A Consultation of 31st October 1775 records: A petition from the 
late oart farmers is laid before the Board, setting forth tliat the abate- 
ment before made them for their losses is not adequate thereto, and 
requesting our further consideration of their ease. As we are now 


^ Pub. Diary 67 of 1775, 366 - 368. The Inventory of the oarts with the sums they 
are annually let for is as follows : 

Companies Oarta Farmed, 177$, 


Oarts. 


Warad 
Parad 

Puckaruval 
Trees within the] 
Town 
Do. in the Line .„! 
Do. Satorwady ... 

MdUm* 

Chatol (Part) 

Cassey Vody 
Massik (Great) ... 
Do. (SimU) ... 

Gaderad 

Purvey 

Dabarcbaun Temh, 

Jendowdy 

Sahunthao 

Saturvod ... 

DaUowdey 

Palkey (Part) 

Canna 

Sewri Mirem 

Tarrowdy 

Chowkey 

Chamcaady 

Ked 

Sacarthao 

Oktivody 
Chamarcond 
Bewndoll ... 
Oruscan 

Talcowdy 

Wededun ... 
Dachlnchaun 
Pittorias (Two Par- 

csels) 

Franisbat (Part) ... 
Samustar (ditto) ... 
VaJbhat (ditto) «- 
Pittorias (Part) 
Hantdulia (Small) 


i Jetha BhangsaJli 
andGirdhar KS- 

sidAs 

^"Vithoji Bhandari ... 


Renters. 


j 

Nathu Gang^ds ...| 
Ratoji PutaJji 

^Nathu Gangddafs.. 

Bhiku Kdmat 

j- Do. 

Vithuji Bhanddri ... 
Manoel Caitan 
Trimbak Sinoy 
Dumak 

jBMkdsetWareset 

j Mddhavji Bdbji 

) Joseph Mendez 
V and Friinji 
; Andhdru 

I Vinaji Mhadset 

1 Do. 


Mingoel D'Mello . 


Ambaidds Mohan* 
dds .1M. 


Rs. 


80 

146 


67 


400 

660 

430 

375 

715 

95 

SOO 

270 

205 

266 

245 

160 

168 


176 


Oarts. 


JfctAim—eoiitd. 
Tolvrifca Jacadew ... 
Walkesaiy ... 
Baimthao ... 
Panthao ... 
Malerao (Part) 
Pangrup .« 
Saturvod ... 

Great Hantdullaj 
except a Tank and 
waste ground giv- 
en in Truck 
Gobuchhnbhotfc ... 

Boyderao (Great) ... 

Do. (Small) ... 
Dollowda ... 
Garvody Pandow ... 
Varmachembhott- - 
Pomball ... ... 

Gonserao ... 
Vanten (Great) ... 
Do* (Small) 

Digney (Part) 
Oumarwada 

Garvody Babu 
Vastavod ... 
Fortuleze ... 

St. Miguel ... 
Morichembhat 
Garvodi Bapu 
Janfira 
Sacro Va3ente(Parti)| 
Tancowdy Lima ... 

Do* Pas col 
Pereira. 

Do. Tania 
Galowda (Part) 

Oart Chamey (parti 
belon^g to Mz- 
gaon Bstate.) 


Renters. 


Bs. 


Sad&shiv Ganbdji. 


Peclro D’Souzaandl 
Narsinh Jdnoji , 

I Do. do. , 

I Bdbuji Qanbdjl , 

^Manoel Caitan , 

j-Vinaji IMhadset 

r Caitan Francis D’ 
< Penha and Vit- 
(. hojiBhanddri ...] 
) Francis Antonio 
! D’Sylva 

^Bafl Pathdn 

Bhiku KSmdti 
iBhimji Wareaet ...| 


Antonio Gomes ... 


^EangdjiRdmset . 


Total 


370 


260 

200 

475 

170 

405 


316 

520 

1110 

230 

S6 

390 

100 


9465 
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convinced from the low rates at which the oarts last let for, that the 
farmers had great reason to complain, it is agreed to make them an 
abatement of double the sum that was before offered them or half the 
amount of the last six months^ rent due from them.^ 

On the 28th February 1777 the Bombay Government write to the 
Court : We have received frequent applications from the fazandars of 
this island requesting an abatement of the land tax. As to our certain 
knowledge the value of their oarts are much decreased within these 
few years we really think their ease merits your favourable consider- 
ation. We therefore beg leave to propose to you a reduction of one- 
fifth in the rate now collected being ten per cent as equitable between 
the Honourable Company and the landholders. Sensible of your 
readiness to afford all reasonable relief to your subjects, we have promised 
the fazandars that in ease you consent to the measure we now propose 
the abatement shall take place from the time of their late application 
the 29th ultimo.^ 

At a Consultation of the 12th August 1778 Mr. Eamsay the Chief 
of Mahim represents that several of the purchasers of the Honourable 
Company's oarts situated at M^him are building round their oarts and 
thereby stopping up sundry footpaths and roads. As these have 
hitherto been free and open the inhabitants have complained to him 
thereof as a grievance. He ordered the vereadores to make the proper 
enquiries who accordingly delivered him a list of the oarts and of the 
names of the owners complained of, which he now lays before us. 
Resolved that such a stoppage be not permitted and that the proprie- 
tors be compelled to keep open the footpaths and roads through their 
oarts which are certified by the vereadores to have been hitherto 
accustomed and ordinary passages and that the list thereof be put on 
record after this Consultation.^ 

A Consultation of the 26th August 1778 records : The Collector 
now lays before us a petition from the ancient inhabitants of the oarts 
lately belonging to the Honourable Company setting forth that their 
new landlords have raised the ground rent of their houses and requesting 
relief from us as they assert that it was declared at the time of sale 
that no alteration should be made in the ground rent of the houses then 
standing. This circumstance though not minuted being now recollected 
by some of the Membei'S now at the Board and confirmed by the head 
Purvoe in the Colleetoris office now called and interrogated by the Col- 
lector and the conduct of the purchaser in this instance being eontraiy 
to what is just and right, it is resolved that no more than the ground 
rent heretofore collected by the Honourable Company shall be. charged 
on those houses which were standing at the time the sale was made but 
not to interfere with respect to those that have been since or may in 
f ature be built.^ 

At a Consultation of the 5tli July 1780 Manekji and Bamanji Wddia 
offering to purchase an cart named Koya for the sum it is valued at, 


^ FuK Diary 68 of 1775, 796-797. 

2 Pul). Bep, Letters to the Cotirt Yol 24 of 1777-78, 6. 

® Pub. Diary 74 of 1778, 610-611. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1750 • 1788, 175, 
* Pnb, Diary 74 of 1778, 645-646, Forrest’s Home Series, II, 223. 
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being Rs. 600, it is agreed that the Collector put them in possession 
thereof.^ 

At a Consultation o£ the 22nd April 1746 the President acquaints 
the Board that the late appointment of a mukddam, a deputy, and 
nine chaughulasto decide diffierenees among the Bhanddris, as noticed in 
the Consultation of the 10th June 1742, is far from having the good 
effect then hoped. He is continully troubled with the Bhand^ris^ 
complaints and therefore proposes that this affair be put upon the old 
footing, namely of a mub^dam and four chaughuMs. This is agreed to, 
and the Secretary is directed to call in all the patents which were issued 
in consequence of the abovementioned innovation.® 

At a Consultation of the 11th July 1751 the Board rented the arrack 
farm for a term of three years. The entry runs!: Esaji N^ik and 
other Bhandaris petition the Board that they may be indulged with 
the arrack farm for which they offer theannui rent of Rs. 31,000 for a 
term of three years only. This proposal being taken into consideration, 
it is observed that although we have already given public notice that 
the farm would be put up at public outcry tomorrow, yet as these 
people offer Rs. 1000 more annually than the farm has ever let for, and 
as we are convinced that the farms falling into other hands would be 
a great hardship on the Bhandaris, and considering the services they have 
on all occasions done for the Honourable Company in their military 
capacity, it is agreed that they be indulged with the farm upon their 
giving suitable security.® 

At a Consultation of the 23rd July 1751, Bdbaji N^ik and other 
Bhandaris produce their securities, Francisco Gomez and Antonio 
D^Azavedo, who being men of substance and credit and being willing 
to enter into an engagement on behalf of the said Bhandaris in the 
penal sum of Rs. 1,86,000, being double the rent of the farm at the rate 
of Rs. 31,000 for a term of three years, the Secretary is ordered to 
draw out a contract and bond of obligation accordingly.* 

The 23rd July 17545 being the day appointed for receiving proposals 
for the arrack farm, Brias de Gam and the late farmers delivered in 
their proposals sealed, which being opened, it appeared that Erias offer- 
ed Rs. 33,200 a year and the late farmers Rs. 33,400 a year for a term 
of three years to commence from the l2th of August, the late farmers^ 
offer being Rs. 200 more than Erias and Rs. 2400 more than when last 
rented out, an agreement was struck with them and the Secretary 
directed to draw out the contract. As we have reason to suspect that 
there was some collusive practice in regard to the last given security, it 
is agi-eed to accept of the Bhand4ris^ own security by their assigning over 
to the Honourable Company all their estates, moveable and immoveable, 
for the due execution and performance of their agreement. The 
articles of agreement contained the following new stipulations® : 

That the Parsis and others, who have the privilege of drawing 
toddy from date trees, shall first make a tender of what trees 


1 Pub. Diary 77 o£ 1780, 296. ^ Pub. Diary 19 of 1746, nL ^ Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 245. 
^ Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 252. ® Pttb. Diary 27 of 1754, 189. 
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they do not want for their own immediate nse to the farmers^ and, pro- 
vided they cannot adjust a price, the President and Council will upon 
application settle it to the satisfaction of both parties. That the 
Mdzgaon Kunbis, who are permitted to draw toddy from the brab 
trees, may sell the same only at their own houses and may not carry 
it about the streets to the prejudice of a shop belonging to the Com- 
pany's faim. Any Bhanddri that draws toddy from Mdzgaon brab 
trees, except those Kunbis, shall be obliged to pay to the farm. 
Neither the said Kunbis nor any Bhanddris are to draw toddy 
fromMazgaon cocoanut trees unless they pay what is due to the farm. 
For security of the payment of the aforesaid sum of Rs. 33,400 a year 
for the said term of three years in manner aforesaid, and for the due 
performance of the above articles, the said Babu Esdji Ndik and the 
underwritten, as representatives of aU the Bhanddris, do hereby make 
over for themselves their heirs executors and administrators, to the 
said Governor and Council and their successors, all their estates 
moveable and immoveable on this island Bombay, in witness whereof 
they have hereunto set their hands and seals in Bombay Castle this 
twelfth day of August, one thousand seven hundred and fifty-four, 
and to the counterpart hereof, to remain with the said Bdbu Esdji 
Ndik and other Bhanddris, the said President and Council have 
caused the common seal of the said Company to be affixed the day and 
year abovementioned.^ 

At a Consultation of the 12th July 1757 the Board read the 
following representation from the Native inhabitants of Bombay: The 
Government formerly ordered the arrack farmers and Bhanddris to 
sell the \m\fiilla arrack at 7 pice a measure called quartitho, arrack at 
4 pice, and a bdnda or two quart bottles of toddy without mixture of 
water at 2 pice. To the great prejudice of the subject the Bhanddris 
now disreg^d the said order and sell the fulla arrack much worse at 
8 and i 0 pice and the bdnda of toddy with the mixture of water at 
2 pice. If they serve out the toddy they intended for distilling they 
charge 3 and 4 pice. The petitioners add ; That after six o^ clock at 
night the Bhanddris and Frosts (that is Fhardshes or sweepers) should 
not be suffered to go into the oarts. Also, as there is an order of the 
Government for that purpose which is quite forgot, that, without first 
discharging the debt, the Bhanddris should noi; have liberty to cut off 
the leaves which are tied to the trees by the owners of the oarts when 
the Bhanddris do not make good the monthly payments for drawing 
toddy.^ 

After reading the above representation the Board defer its consider- 
ation till they can inspect the lease, Fom’teen days later, after 


^ Fub. Diary 27 of 1754, 2U-217. Of the palm groves of Bombay in November 1754 
Surgeon I^ea writes (Voyage from England to India, 33) : The natural produce of 
the island is dhiefly the cocoanut tree from which they extract a liquor called toddy 
It is intoxicating when stale and does for a weak or toddy-beaded man. For each tr^ 
a tax of 2s. a year is pmd to the Company. This is appropriated towards main- 
taining the garrison and ships jof war. • fie adds : The rind of the cocoanut is worked 
into a kind of cloth which serves the poorer sort of people for varments 
* Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 271-272. & ^ » 
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referring to tlie lease, the Board order that all the particulars the Chapter YIIL 
inhabitants complain of are expressly provided against in the lease.^ Eeveine and 

At a Consultation the 26th J uly 17 57 the Board received the following Finance* 
remonstrance and humble petition of the Bombay and Mihim Bhandaris : Arrack 

That your petitioners have been always hitherto considered in the light Farm, 

of the Honourable Company's sepoys and have arms delivered them in 1757^ 


order that they may be ready to serve on any emergency and are 
actually on all calls and do attend many services withoui receiving any 
monthly pay or consideration except being indulged with the arrack farm 
by which your petitioners subsist themselves and families. This farm 
has only twice been let out to others, namely once to Antonio de Lima 
and the second time to Savaji Dharamset during which time your peti- 
tioners laboured under so many hardships that many of them wereohliged 
to leave this island and seek for subsistence elsewhere. Those farmers put 
a stop to your petitioners^ selling arrack at their own houses and oppressed 
your petitioners in sevei'al other respects. To prevent this interference 
was the motive for your petitioners^ agreeing to pay the very high rent 
they have hitherto done to the Honourable Company, and, in order that 
they might be entirely free from the oppression and impositions of 
others, they pay their rent duly without any trouble given your Honour, 
though they have suffered of late very considerable losses in the said 
farm by the trees cut down in October last by your Honour^s orders. 
Out of these they lost no less than 541 cocoanut trees which obliged them 
to pay Es. 150-2-45 more than before, and they also now draw 314 trees 
out of those within the town which they hear your Honour intends 
shortly to cut down. This will almost deprive them of the means of 
maintaining themselves and families. Nevertheless in hopes your 
Honour will be pleased to indulge them with a continuance of the farm, 
and in order that they may be entirely free from the oppressions and 
hardships they apprehend they might labour under from its falling into 
the hands of strangers, they hereby offer and humbly hope you will be 
pleased to accept from them Es. 1000 more than heretofore paid for the 
said farm on the whole or such part of the annexed conditions as your 
Honour may think reasonable to allow them. In that case your petition- 
ers shall continue as ready as heretofore to serve the Honourable Com- 
pany with their lives and to attend the different services expected from 
them in consequence of tliis indulgence and as in duty hound shall ever 
pray.^ 

The following are the conditions humbly submitted to the Honourable 
the President and Council's consideration by the above petitioners the 
Bombay and M^him Bhand^ris who pray the same may be allowed 
them in a lease for renewing the arrack farm on the terms of paying 
the Honourable Company Es. 1000 extraordinary a year for the said 
farm: 


1. That the fazand^rs who may be given trees in the Honourable 
Company's carts in lieu of those cut down in October may be obliged 
to allow your petitioners to draw as many in the said carts (or such 



* Put. Diary 30 of 1767, m ^ # 17^7* «83 - m 
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anximber of them as may not be deemed prejndical to the trees) as 
your petitioners were allowed in their oarts cut down till the expiration 
of the lease* 

2. That no Bhandari may be permitted to draw the brab trees at 
Mdzgaon without paying as others do to the farm. It is very hard they 
should be exempt any more than those who draw the trees at Old 
Woman^s island, Sion, Suri, Dhar^vi, M^him, and Bombay* They 
have hitherto greatly prejudiced the farm by vending toddy jsecretly 
about the streets by whici your petitioners^ shops at M^zgaon and 
elsewhere have been greatly prejudiced. It is true they are forbid to 
do so but it would be too considerable an expense to your petitioners 
to keep such a number of sepoys in constant pay as would be re- 
quisite for detecting them, though we are all well assured they actually 
do vend considerable quantities to the great damage of your petitioners. 

3. That no person whatever besides your petitioners may be permit- 
ted to purchase the fruit called mahuda as that indulgence hitherto 
has been greatly abused and your petitioners much prejudiced by it. 
Not that your petitioners have the least objection to the continuance 
of the indulgence hitherto granted to certain Parsis for distilling 
arrack from the same fruit called mahuda merely for the use of their 
families. But because that under this pretence Parsis have purchased 
and distilled mahuda in their houses who are not allowed that liberty. 
And as they distil secretly in their compounds and houses, it is out of 
your petitioners^ power to detect them. Your petitioners therefore 
humbly pray that they themselves only may have the liberty of 
purchasing such mahuda as may be imported here, and that they shall 
be ready to allow the Pdrsis to whom this indulgence is meant such a 
quantity of the sold, mahuda at prime cost as may by persons appointed 
by your Honour for that purpose be deemed sufSeient for the use of 
their families. Lest it should be objected to this humble proposal that 
the Honourable Oompany^s customs may hereby be diminished on that 
article, your petitioners are ready to agree to pay whatever sum may 
app^r to be collected less on this article from year to year during the 
term of their lease as may appear on a medium of three years past to 
have been collected, 

4. That all the Goa arrack imported by Black merchants maybe oblig- 
ed to pay your petitioners Be. 1 a hogshead as was formerly allowed. 

5. The fazandirs were many years past indulged with a liberty of 
drawing a number of trees for the use of their families without paying 
anything to the farm in consideration of letting the Bhandaris have as 
many trees as they wanted at six and eight trees for a rupee ; but of late 
the fazandars have refused the Bhandaris trees at a quarter of a rupee 
each or even at any rate. This has greatly prejudiced your peti- 
tioners. As your petitioners have set forth the above indulgence was 
granted tbe fetzanddrs entirely in consideration of letting them have 
trees to draw on reasonable terms and encourage them that the 
Honourable Company's farm might be increased. It is humbly prayed 
that this indulgence may be now withdrawn, and that they may not 
be permitted to draw any trees for their own use without paying to 
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the farm unless they will use your petitioners as formerly and let 
them have trees.^ 

The Board then observe : The 26th July 1757 being the day appoint- 
ed for letting out the arrack farm the present renters Bd^buji Esaji Naik 
and other Bhandaris deliver in the above petition and proposals offering 
to increase the rent Rs. 1000 a year or to give Rs. 34,400 a year for the 
term of three years from the 12th of next month (August) on our comply- 
ing with their proposals. These being taken into consideration we cannot 
bur allow tliat the Bhand‘S.ris have always been extremely ready and 
useful in serving the Honourable Oompany in a military capacity, and 
such Members of the Board as resided here when the farm was rented 
to Antonio de Lima and Shivdji Dharamset, well remember that many 
of them were obliged to leave the island on account of the hardships 
they then suffered by being deprived of the farm. We therefore 
think it would be very impoHtie in us while engaged in a war with 
France to run any risk of losing the Bhand4ris^ assistance even though 
auy other persons made the same or rather better offers. But as the 
Bhandaris have often raised the rent, we have good reason to believe 
what they now offer is as much as they can well afford for the farm. 
Besides we have no reason to object to ike first and fifth articles. It is 
but just that the Bhandiris should be allowed an equal number as before 
of the trees we have lately assigned the proprietors of those cut down 
round the Town Wall in October last; also tlmt the rest of the fazandto 
should continue to indulge the Bhandaris with as many trees as they 
have heretofore enjoyed at a reasonable rate. Otherwise the Bhand&is 
will give up the privilege they have always granted the fazandars of 
drawing a certain number of trees for the use of their families without 
paying anything to the farm. The method the Bhandaris propose in the 
third iirticle of preventing any diminution in the Honourable Company 
customs by giving them a privilege of buying all the mahuda that may 
be imported in order that they may not be imposed upon by such persons 
as have had a license for distilling that article for their particular use, 
is so reasonable that it is agreed to acquiesce therein. At the same 
time as the M4zgaon estate was rented of the Mayor^s Court on terms 
that were approved by this Board, we cannot think of altering the 
clause in favour of the Kunbis, nor of laying any additional duty 
on the Goa arrack imported by black merchants. The farmers^ second 
and fourth proposals are, therefore, rejected. Resolved that we 
acquiesce in the rest for the reasons abovementioned. The farmers 
being accordingly acquainted therewith agree to renew the lease at 
Rs. 1000 a year more than they pay at present, agreeable to which 
the Secretary is directed to draw a contract.^ 

The following additional articles were accordingly added in the 
articles of agreement of 1754 : That such fazandirs as have had 
oarts lately assigned them at Mdhim by the President and Council 
in lieu of those cut down round the town wall in October last shall 
be obliged to allow the said B4bu Esdji N&ik and other farmers to draw 
as many trees in the above said oarts at M^m as they allowed the 
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said farmers out of those cut down round the Town Wall, or such 
a number of trees in the said oarts as may not be deemed prejudicial 
to them conformable to what is stipulated in the sixth article of the 
agreement. That from the date of these presents the said Babu Esaji 
N4ik and other farmers shall have the sole privilege of purchasing all the 
maJiuda that may be imported to this island on condition that they 
allow certain Pdrsis and others who have been hitherto indulged with 
a permission of distilling arrack for the use of themselves and 
families such a quantity of the said article at prime cost as they 
want or as maybe deemed sufficient for their present use, namely FrSmji 
Rustamji, Manekji Navroji, Mancharji Bamanji, Jijibhdi Modi, 
Mdnekji Limjji, Baman Jiva, Lavji Wadia, Pestaii Macca 
Kamati, and Mdnekji Manorah. And that the said farmers shall 
every year pay to the Bombay custom master whatever may be 
deficient on the customs of the said article during the term of this 
lease according to the medium of the customs which have been 
collected on mahuda for three years last past. That as the fazand^rs 
who have been indulged with the liberty of drawing a certain number 
of trees for the use of their families without paying anything to the 
farm in consideration of their letting the Bhand^ris have as many trees 
as they might want to draw on reasonable terms (being six and eight 
trees for a rupee) have lately refused to allow the Bhanddris trees at 
any rate, the said indulgence to iiie fazandars shall be withdrawn from 
henceforward unless they will furnish the Bhand^ris as formerly.-^ 

In a letter of the 25th April 1759 the Court approve the step 
taken by the Board in granting the Bhand4ris the arrack farm. 
They write: Your indulgeuce to the Bhandaris was a right measure. 
You did well iu granting them the arrack farm. They certainly 
are a useful people, and as we judge the rent of this farm is carried 
to the highest pitch, we see no just reason it should be in other 
hands so long as their conduct is deserving your favour, and that 
you are satisfied there is no considerable increase in its value.^ 

At a Consultation of the 31st July 1759, the Board read the fol- 
lowing petition from the Bhandaris of Bombay and M4bim: That 
your poor petitioners humbly beg leave to represent to your Honour that, 
when the troops went on the late expedition to Surat, your petitioners 
were obliged to send a number of Bhauddris every day as per account 
hereunto annexed on militia duty for above two months, the necessity 
for which your petitioners being sensible of, they executed the same 
with all diligence and alacrity as appears by Major Mace^s certificate. 
But youi* petitioners having thereby suffered much in their occupation 
they humbly beg your Honour will order justice to be done as that duty 
prevented their taking the necessary caa^e of the trees by which they 
were deprived of the toddy from 10,508 trees at Bombay and M^him. 
They likewise sustained another loss by your Honour’s forbidding the 
sale of parriar arrack to any luropeans while his Majesty^s squadron 


1 PnK Diary 30 of 1767, 311. 

* Put. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 5 of 17^7 - 1761, 187 - 188, 
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was at this place and liad about 400 cocoannt trees cut down which 
were not replaced for about six months. All which losses have occasioned 
your petitioners owing a large balance to the Honourable Company 
and fazandars. In Governor Law’s time your petitioners did militia 
duty. They were not only allowed provisions by the Government^ but 
had tobacco also given them as your Honour may see by the accounts 
at that time. All this your petitioners submit to your consideration 
begging that proper allowances may be made your petitioners who 
always have been and still are ready to serve the Honourable Company 
as your Honour may please to direct.^ 

At a Consultation of the 31st July 1759 the Board resolve that the 
consideration of the Bhandtiris’ claim for damages he deferred.^ 

On the 7th August 1759 the Board reperused the Bhandaris’ petition 
of the 31st July and appointed Messrs. Byfeld^ Hornby^ and Waters 
a committee for enquiring into its merit.^ 

Seven days later, on the 14th August 1759, the Board read a letter 
from Messrs. Byfeld Hornby and Waters with the enclosed report of 
the enquiry into the merits of the petition delivered by the Bliandslris of 
Bombay and Mahim. Agreeable to this they resolved that the Collec- 
tor be ordered to deduct Rs. 600 from their rent for the arrack farm 
on account of the loss they sustained by our prohibiting the sale of 
parriar arrack and toddy to any Europeans from the 14th December 
last to 8th April agreeable to Vice-Admiral Poeoek’s desire. This 
prohibition at the time we laid it on we were sensible would occasion 
a representation from the Bhanddris, and as they represent that the 
fazanddrs do not allow them the stipulated number of three per cent 
trees conformable to their lease, the Collector must likewise he ordered 
to see that the fazandars comply therewith,^ 

At a Consultation of the 2nd January 1760 the Board read the fol- 
lowing petition from the Bhandaris of Bombay : That your petitionei*s 
with the greatest respect beg leave to represent that they have suffereil 
very much by cutting down of cocoanut trees. Regarding this they 
have before x^etitioned your Honour, but have not yet been able to get 
any restitution either for this loss or for the service they did the 
Honourable Company for two months in the militia. Your petitioners 
further represent that Mancharji Bamanji having got one of the 
Honourable Company's oarts in exchange for his, has absolutely 
ordered the phardshes or sweepers to take down the toddy pots from the 
trees to your petitioners’ very great detriment though your Honour and 
Council were pleased on application made by our mukddam to order 
him not to take them down. The other fazandars also intend the same, 
Jamsedji Frdmji having taken away upwards of 100 trees from your 


^ Major Mace's certificate dated 23rd April 1759 runs : There having been a necessity 
of calling the militia on this island to assist in the garrison duty of this place, these are 
to certify that the Bhandaris of Bombay and Mdhim districts did militia duty from the 
8th of February to 17th of April with all possible diligence and conformity to orders. I 
look upon them to he good and well affected meft. Fnb. Diary 33 of 1759, 459 - 460. 

2 Pub. Diary 33 of 1759, 453 - 454. , , 3 33 of 1759, 405. 

^ Pub, Diary 33 of 1759, 487* 
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petitioners. He would willingly have continued them if yonr petitioners 
would have paid him after the rate of three trees for a rupee which they 
absolutely refused as an exorbitant rate. If any strange Bhandaris who 
came upon the island a few months ago, offer to pay the fazand^rs the 
hke exorbitant rate it will lead to your petitioners^ ruin. Your Honour 
will be pleased to order their mukadam as administrator of the arrack 
farm not to suffer them to do it and to take him or them from out of the 
farm if they do. Formerly your petitioners were not obliged to give 
the men«o£-war any toddy. Now in compliance to your order they give 
it though it is very prejudicial to them. Your petitioners are very ill 
used by the fazandars regarding the coeoanut trees, and the Collector to 
whom they have always complained being sick they cannot get any 
redress in their grievance. It therefore makes them request you will be 
pleased to order Mancharji Bamanji to continue his trees to them that 
the other fazandars may not be encouraged to force them from their trees. 
In the time of Governor Phipps (1720-1728) a fazandar having ordered 
some phardshes to take down the toddy pots he ordered them to be punish- 
ed and strictly reprimanded the fazandars. Your petitioners are 
always ready to serve the Honourable Company as sepjs, they having 
their own and the Company's arms for that purpose, they beg you 
will be pleased to protect them and not sufer them to be so unjustly 
used by the fazandars with respect to the coeoanut trees. ^ 

Six months later, at a Consultation of the 15th July 1760, the Board 
read the following further petition from the Bombay^ and Mahim 
Bhanddris : That as the time of the present arrack farm is almost out, 
your petitioners humbly beg leave to make their request that your 
Honour will be pleased to continue the said farm to them with proper 
conditions. During the present farm your petitioners have greatly 
suffered not only by the cutting down of a large number of coeoanut 
trees within and without the town but also by some of the fazandars 
having by force taken away a great many trees from your petitioners. 
In spite of these losses your petitioners as poor people quietly made 
good payment to the Honourable Company though to the great detriment 
of their families. Had not our managers of farm begged and desired of 
the fazand^m to let out some trees, we should have been ruined by our 
present farm. The arrack farm has only twice been let to other people 
than Bhandaris. Dmfng the time of those two farms your petitioners 
laboured under such hardships that many of them unable to maintain 
themselves were obliged to leave this island. For those farmers put an 
entire stop to your petitioners*' selling arrack at their own houses and 
oppressed your petitioners in several other respects. Ilie motive for your 
petitioners^ agreeing to pay the very high rent they have hitherto paid 
to the Honourable Company was purely that they might be entirely 
free from the oppressions and impositions of any other farmers. But 
as your petitioners suffer very much for want of trees, they humbly 
beg you will please to order that proper method may be taken for your 
petitioners having a sufficient number of trees for the better carrying 
on the farm. Hitherto as your petitioners have been alw^ays considered 


^ Pub. Diary 84 of 1760, 18 - 14. 
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in the light of the Honourable Company's sepoys and have arms deli- 
vered them in order that they may be ready to serve on all proper 
occasions and are actually on all calls and do attend many services 
without any monthly pay or considemtion except tliat they are indulg- 
ed with the arrack farm by which only your petitioners maintain 
themselves and families. We now find that your Honour will not 
permit us to keep a shop in the town for selling ydpH or any aiTack 
by wliieli your petitioners think’ they will lose Rs. 175 a month or there- 
abouts. We therefore desire you will order the eontinuanee of the shop 
as a very great number of natives live within the towm and we^ bind 
om‘selves not to sell any arrack to Europeans. All this your petitioners 
humbly submit to your Honour^s consideration to grant them such aid 
and favour as you will think proper to indulge them with by eontinuing 
the farm as usual and with proper conditions about cocoanut trees.^ 

At the same Consultation, 15th July 1760^ the Board also read the 
following letter from B^buji Es^ji Naik: We will willingly give 
Rs. 1000 more a year. At the same time we must desire your Honour 
will be pleased to order 2000 cocoanut trees and a limitation to the 
P^rsis to distil arrack, because these articles will greatly help us 
to pay the Honourable Company'^s money. Otherwise for want of trees 
we shall be greatly hurt as at present we are obliged to push ourselves to 
pay one pice and two pice more a tree together with the money to pay 
the Honourable Company which is very hard and we cannot bear it. 
“We therefore say if we have about 2000 cocoanut trees we can be able 
to maintain ourselves and pay the Honourable Company this money 
with great pleasure.^ 

At a Consultation of the 29th July 1760, after reading these letters 
the Board pass the following orders : Babuji Esaji N ^ik the principal 
of the Bhandaris, being called on to know what they offer for renting 
the arrack farm, leaves the same to our determination after declaring 
that he will furnish 60U Bhandiiris to act as sepoys whenever required 
by us without any pay or allowances but those for provisions and 
tobacco for the time they may be employed. This he agrees to be inserted 
as an article of the lease. He is told that no arrack shop will be permitted 
to be kept within the gates. The other proposal being taken into consi- 
deration together with the 105th paragraph of our Honourable Masters^ 
commands of 25th April 1759, wherein they approved of our giving the 
last contract to the Bhandaris, and the reasons set forth in our Con- 
sultation of the 26th July 1757 still subsisting both with respect 
to the French war and to the hardships we are sensible the Bhanddris 
must be exposed to by any other person renting the farm, it is 
resolved, notwithstanding Pilaji Keshavji^s offer, that we grant the lease 
to the BhandSris provided they will give Rs. 38,000 for the term of 
five yeai^s. As the Blianddiis agree the Secretary is ordered^to prepare a 
lease accordingly.® 

At a Consultation of the 5th August 1760 the Board take into 
consideration that Ignatio de Gama has offered Rs, 3000 for tiiie privi- 


^ Pab. Diary 34 of 1760, 534 - 536. « P«b. Diary 34 of 1760, 536, 

3 Pub, Diary 35 of 1760, 566- 667. 
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lege o£ keeping ike licensed punch, kouses. Being of opinion that dis- 
counting the excise on liq^uors expended in those houses^ would^ be 
answered by farming them out without collecting any excise, besides 
saving a mouthy allowance thereby, the Board resolved tliat a notifi- 
cation be affixed in the usual places giving notice that on tliis <^y 
seven night we shall put up to public outcry the privilege of keeping 
four punch houses clear of excise.^ . 

A week later the Diary records: The 12th August 1760, 
being the day appointed for farming out the privilege of keeping 
four punch houses free of excise, the rules and regulations 
by which the punch house-keepers are now restrained are read ^ and 
approved in part of the conditions with the new farmer. Consider- 
ing on the other conditions which it will be necessary to declare to 
the bidders, it is agreed that the lease commence on the 1st Novem- 
ber next and that the excise cease the same date. This will enable 
the present punch house-keepers to dispose of their stock. That 
the lease be given for three years and the rent paid quarterly to the 
Bombay custom master instead of the revenue of excise. Also that 
the farmer be obliged to give security to the amount of two years^ 
rents for the punctual observance of his contract. The Board having 
therefore repaired to the Bandar and published the conditions concern- 
ing the punch houses as will be entered in the book of contracts, the 
privilege of keeping four, clear of any excise, was let to Pilaji Keshavji 
the. highest bidder at Es. 7300 a ycar.^ The Court, in a letter of the 
16th April 1762, paragraph 9 0, approve of this settlement. They write : 
The license for four punch houses which you have let to Pilaji for 
Es. 7800 a year, we so far approve, not doubting but you will take 
due care that good order be observed being so essentially necessary for 
the preservation of the health of our people and the good government 
of the place. We do not propose to raise a revenue from any particular 
branch that may be destructive to the inhabitants or to the soldiers 
and marine people we so much depend upon.^ 

At a Consultation of the 24th October 1763 the Board having 
repaared to the tent, previous to tiie sale of copper, put up the farm 
of the four punch houses for the term of three years and on the former 
conditions. This fam was let to Hirji Navroji for Es. 12,000 a 
year, that is Es, 4700 a year more than the last contract.^ On hearing 
this result, in a letter dated 22nd March 1765, paragraph 121, the Court 
write : The great increase of the punch house farm, being Es. 47 00 
last year, appears to be something extraordinary. We hope this 
increase is not owing to your giving any greater indulgences than 
formerly that may be prejudicial to the inhabitants and particularly 
to tlie military and marine. If that is the case we had gather the farms 
were 1# for less.® 


' 2p^b.I>iary35of 1760, 628-629, 

I Pub, Diary 41 of 1763, 664. 

: Court's Letters Yol 6 of 1762- i764, 44. 

Pub. Dep. Com-t’& Letters VoL 1 of 1766-1768, 39. . 
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At a Consultation o£ the 30th July 1765 the Board read the follow- 
ing representation from the fazanddrs of Bombay and Maliim : Your 
petitioners humbly represent to your Honour that the carts and estates 
they possess, they enjoy only for their credit as from the great expense 
of keeping them, manure and everything else being so much dearer 
than formerly, they hardly get three per cent on their amount. Your 
petitioners pay the annual pension for their said estates to which they 
have not the least ohjeetion. They are obliged to do militia duty and 
to be ready on any occasion for defending this island as they did in 
former times and which they are still obliged to do whenever called 
upon. Iliey pay a tax of ten per cent but, as they found it hard, 
they requested your Honour would take the same into consideration, 
hoj)mg you would have granted them relief therein. They are obliged 
according to former agreements in every hundred to give three cocoa- 
nut trees, known as order trees, to the Bhandaris to draw toddy. For 
these three per cent order trees the Bhandaris pay them a very small 
price, namely 3 qrs. 75 res a year. Whereas for each one of the willing 
trees that is trees hired from the fazandars, the Bhandaris pay Rs. 4, 
That is on each order tree the fazanddrs lose E.s. 3-0-25, so that 
on the 2000 trees to which the three per cent order rule applies the 
fazanddrs^ loss amounts to a good sum of money. This the fazanddrs 
lose without any benefit to the Company, but only to the Bhandaris 
who grow rich while the fazandars become poor. As every thing else 
gets daily dearer the prices of trees have become dear. Therefore 
they humbly beg your Honour will be pleased to take these premises 
into consideration and order the Bhanddris to pay for the order trees 
the same price as they pay for the willing or market rate trees. Your 
petitioners will oblige themselves to keep and preserve the same to the 
Bhanddris without the least objection for the benefit of said farm and 
the service of the Honourable Company, but the price ought to be the 
same as the other trees called willing trees or trees of will. On this 
the Board direct the Collector to enquire into the nature of the hardship 
the fazanddrs complain of and report the same.-*- 

At a Consultation of the 6th August 1765 the Board read the 
following petition of Purshotam Babuji Ndk Mukddam and Bdvaji 
D^ddji Ndk, head chaughulas of the Bhandaris : That with the 
greatest respect and submission your petitioners humbly beg leave to 
represent to your Honour that as you were pleased to ask us what we 
would give for the arrack farm we thereupon assembled aU the 
Bombay and Mdhim Bhanddris to take their opinion about the farm* 
They aU agreed to give us a power (now enclosed herein) to take the 
farm for such a price as they can afford. But five or six, who are 
against our family, came and made several objections saying they eouH 
not give a higher price. And so they are persuading the others. 
We take the liWtv to represent to your Honour that we took this 
farm for Rs. 38,000. At that time the Honourable Company's works 
were going on with great expedition and a large numte of bigdris 


^ Pub. Diary 45 of i7^i 477, 48^-483. 
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were employed. The fazatiddrs o£ Maliim then let out their trees 
to draw toddy at the rate of six trees a rupee and those at Bombay 
at four trees the rupee. About two years ago the fazandars have 
altered the price of their trees to 4 for a rupee at Mahim and to 2 , 
2|, and 3 trees a rupee at Bombay. This though greatty to our prejudice 
and loss we were obliged to accept^ because as we had then taken the 
farm we must one w^ay or other finish it. We are informed that the 
fazandars intend requesting a greater price for their eocoanut trees of 
order against the old and observed rule of the farm. As the advantages 
of the farm chiefly depend upon the cheapness of the order trees^ if the 
fazanddrs are allowed to charge market rates for order trees jmur 
petitioners will be ruined. The Honourable Oompany^s works ai*e 
also lessened and on this account so great a number of big^rxs are gone 
off the island that the tobacco and other forms have greatly fallen. 
By the decrease in the sale of arrack we are great sufferers. Still we 
take the liberty to offer Es. lOOu more and most humbly pray that 
the conditions noted above may be granted and added to our lease which 
will be some help to us. We formerly have and still are ready to 
serve the Company with great zeal and fidelity on any occasion that 
offers. We therefore most humbly hope your Honour in your great 
cliarity will be joleased to favour us by granting us this farm. If it is 
given to another farmer we shall be I'uined, because he will find many 
means to hurt us. All this we most humbly take the liberty to lay at 
your Honour^s feet to consider in our behalf^ you being a father to the 
poor and helpless.^ 

A Consultation of the 6th August 1765 records : This being the day 
ap]>ointed for letting out the arrack farm the Board repair to the 
Bandar to put up the same. A petition was there delivered from the 
Bhandaris wherein they offer Es. 1000 more than they gave for the 
lastdease provided we will insert some new conditions proposed by 
them. But as the fozand^rs^ petition for raising, the price of the 
order trees has not yet been determined on ; and as our complying 
with the fazandars^ prayer will make some differences in the advan- 
tages accruing from, the farm; and as some other matters relative 
thereto likewise require consideration, it is agreed to defer coming to 
any determination on this subject till next Monday. In the interim 
we shall have recourse to the records and establish such regulations, as 
well with respect to the order trees as to some other parts of the 
farm, as may appear to us equitable and consistent with our Honour- 
able Masters^ interest.^ 

A Consultation a week later (12th August 1765) continues : Agree- 
able to our resolution last Tuesday the Board met to take nto eonsider- 
ation the preliminaries necessary to ‘be stipulated in respect to ^the 
arrack form, as well as to consider the petition from the fazandars of 
Bombay and Mahim laid before us the 2Srd (30th) ultimo. The first 
point the fazandars press is that the trees of order may be put upon 
the same footing as the trees of will. On this it is observed that the 
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fazandaiV pretensions to some relief in this respect seem jnst, as the 
value of the order trees is now so much more than it w^s formerly. 
At the same time -we d.o not think that the rates for order trees should 
be so high as those for willing trees. It is therefore resolved that in 
the next farm the rate for the three per cent trees of order, be 
increased from Es. 0-3-75 to Ss. 2 instead of to Es. 4 which the 
fazandirs request especially as in only 2000 of the 10,000 trees does the 
rule of a three per cent of order trees apply. The Bhandaris*' proposals 
for having their lease renewed with the new conditions they desire being 
referred to, together with the report of the committee appointed to ad/just 
some dispute between the Bhand5,ris and their miikadam^also entered on 
OUT Diary under the 2Sth February 1764, the following resolutions 
are now taken and ordered to be explained to the Bhandaris that they 
may duly consider the same and acquaint ns what they can really 
afford to give for tlie farm upon those terms. We shall then come to a 
determination as to the expediency of letting the Bhandaris liave the 
farm again or of putting it up to auction. The new terms are : No 
person is to be suffered to make use of the vara (that is ^ in turn trees 
except the fazandars^ ; nor are the fazand^rs upon any pretence to take 
moi'e trees than what they may really want for the use of their ovm family 
on pain of being fined Es. 20 for every ti’ee they may be found to have 
above that number. The miikadam to be allowed two hoitcis (that is as 
many trees as two knives can dress) and each chaughula and patil one 
coit (Iwita) each and no more upon any pretence whatever. Except 
the families who have been heretofore indulged in this respect, no 
person to be suffered to distil maJmda into arrack on pain of being 
fined Es. 10 for the first offence, Es. 20 for the second, and Es. 50 for 
the third, with such further punishment as may be inflicted on them. 
The above families who have this indulgence are not to import mahutla 
themselves. They must apjfiy for what they may want to the Bhaii- 
ddris who are to supply them with the same at prime cost, the families 
first giving an account to the Collector what quantity of arrack 
they really want for the immediate use of their families. More than 
this tlie Bhandaris must not make on any pretence whatever. No persons 
whatever, except those heretofore indulged with this privilege^ are 
to import nip, country, or parriar arrack from the other side of 
the harbour without the consent both the Bhandaris and of the 
Collector. Ordered that a publication issue by beat of dram requir- 
ing all the inhabitants of this island to pay implicit obedience to the 
preceding regulations.^ 

At a Consultation of the 16th August 1765 the Board read the follow- 
ing petition from theBhandaris : That your petitioners with great respect 
beg leave to represent to your Honour that last Monday your Honour 
was pleased to send for and tell them that the Council had determined 
that they should pay the fazandars Es. 2 for every tree of order a 
year and to give them permission to bring over such arrack as they 


^ The produce of mm or in turn trees was used day about by the owner and the, 
tapper. 

2 Pub. Diary 45 of 1766, 519-621* Oomp, of Standing Ord. Tol. 2 of 
I46-14S. 
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should want for feasts. That the Honourable Council would not 
give them the arrack farm for Rs. 39,000 the price thej had offered and 
directed that they should assemble and consult how much more they 
would give foi it. In consequence of this your petitioners gathered 
all the Bhanddris together and acquainted them of the Board'^s resolu- 
tion, to which, excepting those who are against your petitioners, the 
Bhanddris answered that the rate of the order trees was formerly 
established and had never been altered. Still since your Honour 
Ordered them they must acquiesce though the change tends to their 
great prejudice, for they by this means must pay the fazandars 
Rs. 2149-1-75 a year more than formerly. If the Honourable Com- 
pany would themselves take this sum the Bhandaris would not be sorry 
for they would get restitution on some other occasion. But they 
cannot expect any return from the fazanddrs. Your Honour was also 
pleased to order your petitioners to give the fazauddrs perpetual liberty 
of bringing arrack from the other side for their feasts beside ^(ira trees 
all which terms in favour of the fazandars will exempt them from 
being under any obligation to the Bhandaris and then they will use 
the Bhandaris as hard as they please with respect to their trees. All 
this obliges your petitioners to lay their heads at your Honour’s feet. 
They humbly implore your Honour will be pleased to order the fazanddrs 
to continue and preserve the number of trees at the present rate 
without any alteration and not to take away from them any tree during 
this farm of five years and to leave the vara trees in your petitioners^ 
power and disposal. Also to continue your petitioners the permission 
of bringing your petitioners^ arrack for the fazanddrs'’ feasts to induce 
them thereby not to use your petitioners hard. Otherwise the Bhan- 
daris will be subjected to the fazanddrs and consequently obliged to 
yield to their demands however arbitrary. On your Honour^s taking 
pity on the poverty of the Bhanddris and granting them these three 
articles to wit v&ra trees, permission of bringing your petitioners^ 
arrack, and to preserve the same number of order trees at the present 
price, your Honour’s petitioners will give Rs. 39,500. Some of them 
are not content to do this. Still |)y consent of their majority they do 
offer and will punctually pay this increase to the Honourable Company. 
They humbly desire your Honour to observe that, if this is accepted, 
they will every year be obliged to pay Rs. 1500 more to the Company 
as well as Rs. 2149-1-75 to the fazandars if your Honour^s rule that 
order trees should pay one-half market rate is enforced. They farther 
desire your Honour will be pleased to order the fazanddrs to give such 
trees of order as the Bhanddris may choose and to be allowed to cut steps 
in the trees for the Vrita Bhanddris who cannot climb without steps. 
Your Honour^’s petitioners being poor helpless distressed persons humbly 
submit the whole to your Honoti^s consideration.^ 

The same day, 16th Au^st 1765, after reading the above petition 
the Bwd pass the following orders : The new clauses intended to be 
inserted in the lease of the arrack farm having been properly explained 
to the Bhanddris, they now deliver in proposals wherein they offer 


1 Puh tMry 45 of 1705, 520-531, 
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Es. 39,500 a year or Es. 1500 more than the last farm. This being 
now taken into consideration, the mnkadam is called before ns and the 
question i3ut whether they really can afford to give any more. The 
mukadam declares that the advance of Es. 2000 upon the order 
trees and the increase in the rent offered in the proposals now before 
ns renders it impossible for them to give more than Rs. 40,000 a 
year for the farm. He being directed to withdraw it is observed that as 
none else has made any proposals for renting the farm and as the 
fazandars offered to take it on the terms of the last lease only on 
condition of onr increasing the price of order trees to the full rate 
given for the others, there is little reason to imagine we shall get 
more by putting the fe,rm to auction. For this reason and as our 
Honourable Masters have also been pleased to approve of the preference 
we gave the Bhandaris in the last farm it is agreed to accept their 
offer of Es. 40,000 a year for a term of five years. A lease is 
accordingly ordered to be drawn out with all the former conditions 
and the necessary additions in consequence of our I’esolution of the 
12th instant. In order as much as possible to prevent the disputes 
which happened during the late farm and to have the business carried 
on in the best manner for the benefit of the Bhandaris in general, 
which from the weakness of his understanding we do not think the 
present mukMam capable of performing, resolved that a manager be 
appointed in the same manner as was practised formerly and with an 
allowance of Es. 30 a month. Manuel Barretbo being judged a proper 
person to execute this trust is appointed accordingly. Also resolved 
that a set of regulations be prepared and laid before us for our appro- 
bation for Manner s best guidance in carrying on the business of the 
farm.^ 

A Consultation of the 27th October 1767 records : This being 
the day appointed for letting out the punch houses the Major and 
Superintendent now present, set forth that the licensed punch houses 
have proved extremely prejudicial to the health of the soldiex's and seamen 
who have at all times free access to them, and very detrimental to 
the service and to the good order of the place. The Honourable 
Company's orders on the establishment of these houses are therefore now 
referred to, whereby it appears they no further approve of these houses 
than as they may be useful to the inhabitants and not prejudicial to 
the health of their soldiers and seamen. Eesolved therefore, in order to 
remedy this evil, and not entirely abolish the revenue, that only two 
houses be allowed to be kept in every respect upon the same footing 
as those now permitted. Except that no soldier or seaman be suffered to 
enter them upon any pretence whatever, nor be furnished with any liquor 
from them on pain of the farmer being fined Es. 25 for the first offence, 
Es. 50 for the second, Rs. 100 for the third, and for a fourth that he 
be turned out of the house after being duly convicted thereof before 
one of his Majesty^s Justices of the Peace, Ordered that public notice 
be given of these our Resolutions, and that the houses be put upon 


^ fu\ Diary 45 of im,m - m. 
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Tuesday next tlie 8rd of November when the preference is to he given 
to Europeans in farming them as we think they will be better in 
European hands than in those of the natives.^ 

Accordingly on the 8rd November 1767, agreeable to their 
Kesolntion of the last Conneil day, the Board proceeded to put up two 
punch houses to farm. The terms and conditions on which they \yere 
to he let being published and explained to the several persons attending, 
they were put up separately and one let to Mdnekji Dorabji for Rs. 2620 
a year, and the other to Samuel Barber for Rs. 3020 for the same 
term to commence from this day On receipt of this information, in a 
letter of the 31st March 1769, paragraph 69, the Court observe : The 
Major and Superintendent having represented that the punch houses 
were very prejudicial to the good order and discipline of the island by 
the soldiers and sailors having free access to them, we approve your 
reducing their number and regulating them so as to prevent such evils 
in future, although they did not let for so much as before, and we 
expect you will be careful to see your regulations are strictly complied 
with,® 

At a Consultation of the 19th January 1770 the Board read two 
petitions from W. Chambers and David Ecklin (Thomas Ackling ?) 
Europeans desiiing they may be permitted to keep houses o£^ entertain- 
ment for strangers which we, the Board say, are sensible would 
under proper restrictions be of general utility. Ord.ered therefore that 
Messrs. Jervis and Fletcher take the same into consideration and draw 
up such regulations as they may think eligible to be laid before us 
for our approbation * 

At a Consultation of the 1st March 1770 the Board received^ the 
following report from this Committee, dated 29th January 1770: 
Having in consequence of your Honour^s orders of the 28rd instant 
taken into consideration the proposals for keeping two licensed taverns 
within the town walls, we now enclose sundry regulations and rates 
respecting the same. If these rules are duly attended to, we hope 
the taverns will answer the purposes proposed thereby.^ The follow- 
ing are the rules and orders to be observed in the two houses licensed 
for taverns : The keepers are on no account either to entertain in 
their houses any private seamen or soldiers or to sell any liquor to be 
carried therefrom for the use of any such persons. If a tavern keeper 
is accused of any such offence, upon being duly convicted thereof before 
any one of His Majesty^s Justices of the Peace, he will he fined for 
the first offence Bs. 300, and for a second offence he will be fined 
the same amount, and will also be disabled from holding any license 
in future. The keeper must take great care that no riots or ^sorders 
are committed in his house. Upon a proof of any disorder not only 
the keepers but the parities will be punished as the law directs and 
their license taken away. The keepers must take particular notice that 
they do not offend agamst the following extracts from the Acts of Parlia- 


1 Pub. Diary 49 of 1767, 695-m ^ Pub. Diary 49 of 1767, 605-606. 

^ Pub, Dep. Court’s Letters Vol, 3 of 1769 *1771* ^1- 
" Pab. Diary 55 of 1770, 69. Pab. Diary 55 of 1770, 151 • 15^ 
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ment, namely : By tlie 2nd and 3rd Edward tlie 6tli Cap. 15^ it is 
enacted that if any shall conspire to sell victuals; bub at certain prices^ 
they shall, on conviction at the Sessions, by witness confession or 
otherwise, forfeit £10 to the King for the first offence, and, if not paid 
ill six days, they_ shall be imprisoned for twenty days ; for the second 
offence £20 in like manner, or the pillory ; and for the third offence 
£40 in like manner, the pillory, and to become infamous. By the 
7th Jac. Cap. 10 and 21st Jae. Cap. 7 and Stib Car. Cap. 4th, ^ it is 
enacted that if any ale-housekeeper shall be couvicted of tippling, 
or being drunk, he shall he disabled for the space of three years from 
keeping any such ale-house. By the 1st Jac. Cap. 9 th, it "^is enacted 
that if any ale-honsekeeper suffer any person to remain tippling in 
his house at an unseasonable hour, he shall on convietion for every 
offence forfeit ten shillings. By the laws of England the tavern*^ 
keeper may detain the person of a guest who eats, or the horse which 
eats, till payment is made for what they have had. But should the 
keeper detain any such horse, the law does not allow the tavern-keeper 
to make use thereof/ 

The tavern-keepers are allowed to charge the following rates. And, 
unless they are properly authorized for so doing, if the keepers exact 
any more they will be severely punished : 

For breakfast, tea coffee with bread and butter ; for dinner and supper, 
butcher’s meat, hsh, poultry, and greens, one beaker of punch and as much 
country beer as they can drink, each meal, for each person, Rs. 2. For a dinner 
and one beaker of punch, Be. 1. For a roast or boiled fowl either cold or hot. 
Be. h- For a plate of ham or tongue, Re. |. For a plate of cold beef or mutton, 
Be. J. For a plate of hot (beef or mutton) with greens, Be. For coffee tea or 
chocolate including bread butter and sugar, Be. J. The piices of wine are, per 
bottle : Claret Bs. 3, Hock Bs. 2^, Madeira Bs. IJ, Port Bs. IJ, Lisbon 
Be. 1, Cider Be. 1, Bottled Beer fo. 1, Cask Beer Be. 1, Brandy Bs. 3, 
Bum Bs. 3, and Gin Bs. 2^, the three last per quart. A pint of good punch 
either of Goa or Batavia arrack Be. For a bed each night Be. 

If any gentleman orders at dinner or supper, turkeys hams geese 
or made dishes, they must pay as agreed on for those dishes at a reason- 
able rate. Those who agree to diet in the houses must pay at the rate 
of Rs. 2 a day whether they eat or not. An Ordinary every day con- 
sisting of beef, mutton, fowls, ducks, fish, and greens in season at Re. 1. 
Each person to be allowed one beaker of punch and as much country 
beer as they can drink. But what liquor they want after the cloth is 
removed they must pay for it at the above rates. Persons who have 
dined at the Ordinary may, if they choose, partake of what is cold in 
the house for supper at Re. | each, but must pay for any liquor they 
call for. All persons wliatever entertained in the houses are to pay 
ready money. The tavern-keepers are to pay the following rates of 
excise and the houses are liable to be inspected at any time by an officer 
appointed for that puipose^ ? 

Batavia aiTack Rs. 70 and Goa arrack Bs. 15 the hogshead. Wine Brandy 
and Bum at Be. 1 and Beer and Cider at Bs. | the dozen bottles. 


J Pub. Diary 55 of 1770, 152453. Comp.of Standing Ord. m 2 of 1769-1788, 
». FuK Diary 55 of 1770, 153 ^ 154* . , , ' 
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The Board approve these regulations and resolve that William 
Chambers and Thomas Ackling (David Ecklin?) who petitioned to 
keep the houses are to have permission accordingly, with the express 
condition that they are not to he concerned with each other either directly 
or indirectly. Also an exciseman is to be appointed as formerly.^ 

Thirteen days later at a Consultation o£ the 14th March 1770 the 
Board read a petition from Robert Barnet requesting permission to 
keep a house for retailing liquor, and setting forth that, if a license is 
granted him, he will engage to prevent any one from selling liquor but 
himself. The Board observe : Barnet also undertakes to give proper 
security to abide by such regulations and restrictions and to pay 
such duties as we may think proper. Ordered that the same be 
referred to the consideration of Messrs. Jervis and Stackhouse 
to whom the particulars of Barnetts scheme and the security he 
proposes to give for complying with his engagements are referred 
for report to the Board.^ On the 2 1st March the Committee submit 
the following report : In consequence of your order under the 15th 
instant relative to a petition of Robert Barnet praying a license 
for retailing liquor, we have examined him respecting the same and 
now enclose your worship sundry articles agreed to by him for 
carrying the same into execution. We beg leave to obseiwe that 
such a house appears to us to be much wanted, and that, provided the 
articles enclosed are duly attended to, it will, we hope, prevent the 
too frequent riots that happen owing to the pernicious country liqnors 
which are still privately obtained notwithstanding the many fines which 
have been inflicted.^ The following are the rules agreed to by Robert 
Barnet for keeping a punch-house : (1) That he shall be permitted to 
open the house at sunrising every morning and that he shall be obliged 
to shut the same at sunsetting every day and not suffer any persons to 
remain any longer in his house after that time ; (2) That he shall pay 
the same rates of excise as the public taverns of this town do at present 
pay or such other new rates as may be enforced ; (3) That whenever 
required he shall let the officer of excise examine into all parts of the 
premises where the said punch house is kept ; (4) That he shall keep 
open only one house for retailing liquor; (5) That he shall on no 
account suffer any gaming in his house ; (6) That he shall pay into 
the Custom House for the use of the Honourable Company Rs. 500 a 
year in half-yearly payments, the first payment on the day of opening 
the house, the second at the expiration of six months ; (7) That he is 
not to suffer any riot or disturbance in the house; (8) That on con- 
viction of being guilty of a breach of any of these articles for the first 
offence he shall pay a fine of Rs. 300 and for the second the license 
shall be forfeited ; (9) That all liquors are to be sold agreeable to the 
rates allowed the former punch-houses as specified in the license ; (10) 
For a faithful abiding by and conformity with the above rules, and 
such others as may be given him extracted from the laws of England, 
he shall enter into a seemity bond for the sum of Rs. 10,000, namely 


^ Pvrb. Diary 55 of 1770, 147 - 148, ^ Pub. Diary 55 of 1770, 184. 

“Pub. DiarySSof 1770, 205. 
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Es. 5000 himself and two sureties in Rs. 2500 each; (11) That he 
shall take particular care to find out all persons who may sell liquor 
without license and give information thereof.-^ 

At a Consultation on the 21 st March 1770 the Board approve 
these restrictions and regulations and grant Robert Barnet permission 
to keep a retail house upon giving proper security to abide by his 
proposals,^ 

At a Consultation, 13th July 1770, the Board read the following 
report from the Committee to the President; dated 9th July 1770: In 
compliance with your Honour’s orders of the 5tli instant for enquuing 
into the merits of the Bhanddris’ petition and proposal, we met on 
Saturday last for that purpose having summoned the Bhanddris as 
well as the fazandars to attend us. The fazanddrs were made ac- 
quainted with the Bhanddris’ complaint in regard to the trees of will. 
In answer they said that nothing was settled by the Governor and 
Council when the farm was last put up. On reference to the register 
we found this to be time and that only the trees of order were fixed hav- 
ing been raised from Re. 0-3-75 to Rs. 2 a year. We then recommended 
to the Bhanddris to settle with the fazanddrs some price for the different 
sorts of trees of will. This they declined to do and only referred us to 
their petition telling us that they could take the farm on no other 
conditions than what were therein set forth. This being the case we 
thought it unnecessary to inquire into any farther particulars and are 
therefore of opinion that it will be for the Company’s interest that the 
arrack farm be put up at public outcry especially as in the course of 
our enquiiy, we found there would likely be many bidders and have 
reason to believe that it will fetch from Rs. 45,000 to Rs. 50,000 a 
year exclusive of the conditions of not selling arrack to the soldiers.^ 

At the same Consultation, the 13th July 1770, the Board read the 
following petition from the Bhandaris of Bombay and Mdhim, dated 
the 29th June 1770 : That your petitioners, being apprized of your 
Honour’s intention of leasing out the arrack farm on the 12th of next 
month, beg leave to represent that they have been the lessees of that 
farm ever since the time when Mr. Horne was Governor (1734-1739) ; 
that they have been punctual in their discharge of their stated payments 
and have duly performed all the other conditions required of them by the 
Honourable the President and Council. They can assure your Honour 
that if any other persons should take the said farm it would certainly 
ruin them, which consideration they hope will have sufficient weight 
to induce you to grant them a new lease which they request may be 
drawn out in the following terms : (1) That all the former condi- 
tions be continued. (2) That the fazandars shall not take a greater 
price for their cocoanut trees than was settled by the Honourafle the 
President and Council nor be permitted to deprive your petitioner's o£ 
the trees they draw toddy from, for when at the request of the fazan- 
d4rs the price of the trees of order was doubled, they were at the same 


» Put, Diary 55 of 1770, 205^206. «Pub. Diary 55 of 1770, 200. 

3 Pub, Diary 55 of 1770, 407. ForresPs Home Series, II. 162. 
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time ordered not to increase the price of the trees of will which was 
Bs. 4 a tree the year. This they strictly adhered to for some time, 
but have lately infringed by charging Es. 6 a tree ; and still pressing 
your petitioner to pay more. (3) That no person shall be permitted 
to carry any liquor of any kind without the town walls, except by 
permission of their manager. (4) That they shall not be obliged to 
take a fazandhr for their manager who to favour the people of his own 
caste will always act to the prejudice of the farm, of which Manuel 
Barretto the present manager is an instance. Your petitioners most 
humbly repeat their request' for a lease of the farm on the above condi- 
tions and beg leave to observe that to insert a clause against selling 
liquor to Em-opeans will be a great diminution of their profits as 
formerly on account of that privilege alone the rent of the farm was 
raised from Bs. 12,000 to Es. 15,000.^ 


After reading the above the Board observe: After eonsideiing 
these papers and referring to om- Honourable Mastei-s^ commands and 
our records on this subject for many years past, it appears evident the 
Company are inclined to give the Bhandaris the preference in this faim. 
At the same time we have some reason to believe the farm, if put up, 
willfetch considerably more than theBhandaris now offer for it. Eesolved, 
therefore, that it be put up_ agreeable to what the Committee recommend 
in order to ascertain what it can really fetch, Imt to give the Bhanddris 
a preference in the farm at whatever may be bid for it. The doors being 
then opened, and the merchants Bhandaris and others attending, the 
Bhanddris request the value of the trees of will may be ascertained by 
the Boai-d who accordingly called upon the fazandars to make the 
necessary inquiry regarding it. These last readily agree to let the 
Bhanddris have the trees of will at the same prices they now give for 
the trees in the different oarts being from two to three trees the rupee 
a month, provided the trees of order are continued on the same terms as 
those of last farm, namely Es. 2 a year. The proprietors of the several 
oarts further agree to allow the Bhanddris the same number of trees 
they now ^aw toddy from at the above rate. Both parties being 
satisfied with these conditions, the farm was put up on the former 
terms except that the farmers are not allowed to sell arrack to 
European soldiers or sailors but have liberty to supply them with 
sweet toddy at the rate of 30 res the hinda of two Bombay sets 
and this to be brought into the town only at the Church Gate Not- 
withstanding we kept it up 1| hours, not more than Es 42 000 was 
bid for the farm. We therefore called upon the Bhanddris to declare 
the utmost they would give for it. After much difficulty they 
consent to pay Es. 45,000 a year, that is Es. 5000 more than it let 
for the last term, notwithstanding the prohibition to sell to soldiers 
and sailors This offer is accepted provided the Bhanddris will engage 
to furmsh 800_ men mstead of 600 when the service requires it In 
this they acquiesce if it is in their power to raise so many!^ 

^ Pul), Disry 55 of 1770j 407‘*409'» B^oixcsti^s Home Sorios TT 
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At a Consultation o£ the 13th August 1771 the Board read a petition 
£rom the Bhandaris desiring some cocoanut trees may be allotted them 
to di’ain toddy £rom^ in Hen o£ those cnt and now cntting down to make 
the necessary Esplanade round the town. Ordered that the ColleGtor 
make due enquiry and rejDort the number of trees which have been cut 
down since the date of the Bhandaris^ present lease for the arrack farm, 
and the number o£ those trees which were allotted to the Bhandaris for 
draining toddy.^ 

At a Consultation of the 20th August 1771 the Board read the 
following letter from the Collector : With regard to the petition o£ 
the Bhandaris it appears that 5335 cocoanut trees have been cut down 
since the date of their lease, of which 1679 were allotted to the Bhandaris 
to draw toddy from. It rests therefore with your Honour whether 
yon will direct the fazandars to allot them an equal number of trees 
from other oartsin view of those that have been taken from them, 
or from such of their oarts as are most contiguous to the town o£ 
Bombay.^ 

After reading the above the Board direct: The Collector must cause 
a number of cocoanut trees to be allotted to the Bhandaris for drawing 
toddy in the Bombay woods equivalent to .those cut down and at the 
same prices.^ 

At a Consultation of the 12th October 1771 the Board resolved that 
a publication be issued strictly prohibiting the sale of any country 
arrack within the town wall or within one mile thereof on pain of being 
fined at the discretion of the sitting Magistrate.'*' 

At a Consultation of the 3rd of February 1775 the Board read a 
petition from the manager of the arrack farm, representing that many 
Bhandd,ris are enlisting as sepoys in the two new battalions now rais- 
ing. This if continued would be the means o£ preventing the payment 
of the monthly rent. Ordered that directions be given for preventing 
the same, as it is not only a prejudice to the farm, but in case of any 
emergency such enlistment would deprive the Company of the Bhand^ris^ 
services as a militia, in which capacity by their lease they are to serve 
when required.^ 

A Consultation of the 28th July 1775 records : Read a petition from 
the Bhandaris who are tlie arrack farmers, and who have done militia 
duty since a short time after our forces attacked Salsette, requesting to 
be allowed for that service, provisions and tobacco money. This is agreed 
to, as, by an article of tlieir lease, they are entitled to this allowance. 
But the allowance must extend to those only who by muster really did 
duty, and not to the whole number which by lease they are on emer- 
gency obliged to furnish.*^ 

The same Consultation, 28th July 1775, continues : The arrack 
farm was next put to lease and no more was offered than Rs. 25,100 


1 Pub. Diary 58 of 1771, 766. ' s Pub. Diary 58 of 1771, 822. 

» Pub. Diary 58 of 1 771 , 807 - 808, 

* Pub, Diary 59 of 1771, 1002. Oomp. o! Standing Ord. Tol. 2 of 1759- 1788, 270. 
« Pub. Diary 67 of 1775, 133, Oomp, of Standing Ord, Vol 2 of 1759 - 1788, 282. 
PuK Diary 68 of 1775, 476* ■ , „ ■ , 
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on the part oi the Ehanddris. Having reason to suppose that in a 
few days there may be other bidders^ and the sum now offered being 
much less than what we believe the farm is really worth, it is agreed 
to defer the sale until Tuesday next of which the people assembled 
are now acquainted, and the Secretary is ordered to give notice 
accordingly.-^ 

A Consultation of the 1st August continues : The Board then 
adjourned to the Hall below to make sale of the arrack farm. The 
inhabitants being assembled the farm was put up on the usual terms 
and conditions and for five years as customary. It was at length 
knocked down to Bayr^mji Homji for Rs. 41,000 a year, he being the 
highest bidder. This is only Rs. 4000 less than it before let for, and is 
considerably more than we had reason to expect.^ 

At a Consultation of 15th March 1774 the Board received the follow- 
ing petition from Mr. Ogilvie Geddies: That for want of a good 
regulated punch bouse without the town walls, the European soldiers 
and seamen purchase from the Bhandaris and others strong inflammatory 
liquors that are highly prejudicial to their health and frequently cause 
riots and disorders. Your petitioner therefore most humbly prays that 
your Honour will please to grant him a license for establishing a punch 
house without the gates for the sale of Batavia and Goa arrack. Such 
a license, exclusive of the benefit arising to the Honourable Company 
by greatly increasing their excise, will he hopes be productive of many 
other public advantages, under sxich regulations as your Honour may 
be pleased to establish. That many poor men^s lives may be saved by 
getting more wholesome liquors than they get at present. Your peti- 
tioner proposes maintaining at his own expense, a constable to keep the 
peace in the house ; to leave it open only from morning till sunset ; 
and to keep a daily register of all soldiers and seamen who come to 
the house to be sent every evening to such ofiicer as yoxur Honour 
may please to direct^ 

After condderationthe Board ohsei^ve : As a grant of this petition will 
not interfere with the lease of the country arrack farm let to the 
BhandAris, and as we are of opinion many good effects may be 
experience therefrom, it is agreed to comply with this petition. The 
Secretary is accordingly ordered to draw out a set of regulations to be 
observed by this house and to lay the same before us at our next 
meeting for our approbation.^ 

At a Consultation of the 24th June 1778 the Board read a petition 
from the Bhandaris of Bombay and M^him setting forth that they 
were employed on militia duty in Bombay and on Salsette from the 
10th December 1774 to the 11th of August 1775 by which their 

I ® of 1775, 477. 2 Ptib. Diary 6S of 1875, 492 • 498. 

»PTib.Diaiy 65 of 1774,225-^6!, ’ 

4 Pub. Diaij 65 of 1774, 223. In spite of Mr. Geddies^ plea for wholesome liquor 
the adulteration of spirits seems to Have continued a serious evil. In July 1788 Mr. 
Hov4 (Travels, 142) writes Mahtidu is a wholesome spirit if not adulterated with the 
seeds of dhaiura by which the natives as well as the Europeans are destroyed. If 
the Company inspected the common liquors more minutely they would not lose 
half the troops they commonly lose on this side of India. 
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farms suffered considerably and they have become indebted on account 
of the arrack farm near Rs. 10^000. They also set forth that the 
allowance for provisions offered to them is not adequate to the time 
they did duty as it only allowed for the day they mounted guard 
whereas they ware seldom relieved till the evening of the following 
day whereby they were taken two days from their work. They there- 
fore request that provisions may be allowed for both da^^s. On 
consideration of this petition resolved that the Bhandaris be allowed 
provision for the day they mounted guax'd which they are entitled to 
by tlieir lease and amounts by an account now laid before us to 
lis* 3698-1-40. Further as the Bhandaris are a useful body of people 
and deserve encouragement it is agreed to make them an abatement 
equal to the above sum in lieu of their losses whilst employed on the 
above service. This we judge a better method of satisfying them than 
allowing provisions for the day they were on guard and the day 
they wei^e relieved which would be making a bad precedent. Ordered 
that the black adjutant of the militia be called upon to account for 
the money collected from the Bhandaris for finest 

At a Consultation of the 5th January 1780 the Board read the 
following petition from the Bhandaids of iBombay and Mdhim, to the 
President and Council : That your Honour^s petitioners with the utmost 
respect humbly beg leave to lay their case before your Honour vdth a 
firm hope of meeting with redress. That ever since this island has been 
under the jurisdiction of the East India Company the Bhandaris have 
proved themselves faithful and good subjects ; that they have been 
instrumental to the increase of tlie inhabitants of this place and it is 
notorious that when (1690) the Sidis invaded Bombay, their forefathers 
did distinguish themselves in the defence thereof for which they have 
received repeated marks of favour and countenance from this Govern- 
ment, That so late as when General Wedderburn commanded the 
forces of this Presidency he upon a knowledge of their services assem- 
bled them together and having fixed upon a proper number of the caste 
for officers he formed a battalion of 800 men who were always ready 
for service on the shortest notice and were likewise ordered to do duty 
in different chauhh without the gates for keeping the peace of this 
island. This service your petitioners always executed to the satisfac- 
tion of General Wedderburn, and had he lived to this time, they assure 
themselves they should have had no reason to have troubled your 
Honourable Board with this petition. The matter your petitioners 
have to complain of is their being deprived of the benefits arising from 
the arrack farm which from time immemorial has always been given to 
them as a reward for their fidelity to the Honourable Company and 
for their services as the militia of this island. The present arrack 
farmer Bayramji Homji, ever since he obtained his lease from your 
Honour, has injured your petitioners to so excessive a degree that unless 
your Honourable Board interfere your petitioners must be obliged to 
quit the jurisdiction of this Government. It was with no little trouble 
that the Bhandaris were induced to come and reside on this island, and 


^ Pub, Diary 74 of 1778, 4 % * 498. 
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your petitioners are entirely igBorant of their liaving deserved the ill 
treatment they now suffer. The farmer has eonteeted with your 
Honour to supply 800 men upon the shortest notice. In this matter your 
petitioners are manifestly injured as they are by this become the im- 
mediate dependants of a Parsi instead of your Honour to whom they 
have ever lo. hed for protection and for whose service thej^ are always 
ready whether they are paid for their trouble or not. If it is insisted 
that your petitioners must attend whenever the Parsi summons^ they 
desire that they may be paid at the rate of Rs. S-l a montli for a pri- 
vate man, a proportionable addition for havdldtirs and ndiks and 
double that allowance for their superior officers. On these terms and 
on these terras alone are your petitioners willing to serve under the 
Parsi. And as he objects to make them this allowance they must 
request your Honourable Board either to permit of their being relieved 
from this attendance under him or else oblige him to pay the same 
during the remainder of his lease. Another matter of complaint that 
your petitioners have to represent to your Honour is the unjust pro- 
ceeding of the farmer in having for these four days past stopped them 
from drawing toddy or selling liquor. By this they are suffering 
a considerable loss and without a speedy relief must starve. Your 
petitioners therefore humbly pray that these grievances may be taken 
into your immediate consideration and that when employed the farmer 
may be obliged to make good the above allowances to them. If your 
Honour do not think proper to grant them these requests they humbly 
pray that you will grant them permission to depart from the island 
as it is impossible for them to maintain their families under such 
grievances. After reading the above petition the Board deferred its 
ijonsideration.-^ 

A Consultation of the 26th January 1780 records : Reperused 
the petition from the Bhand^ris read last Council day and an answer 
from the arrack farmer. On consideration of these it is resolved that as 
the present lease will expire in the month of J uly next no alteration be 
made till then. In July we shall consider how far it may be proper to 
give the Bhand^ris a preference in the farm. In the meantime they 
must continue on the present footing. If any of them should be dis- 
satisfied they will have permission to leave the island.^ 

During the ihirty years ending 1 778 the tobacco revenue rose from 
Rs. 45^700 in 1748 to Rs. 88,600 in 1773 and then declined to 
Es. 61,400 in 1778. The details are : 


Tobacco RcvenuCy 17A8’177S, 



At a Consultatiba of the 12th July 1757 the Board read the 
following representation from the native inhabitants at Bombay : 

I Pub, Diary 77 of 1780, 12-14, - Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 23. 
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The tobacco farmers/ Tending the- Tery worst tobacco to the preju- 
dice of tlie subject and the advantage of themselves^ serve oat the same 
to sundry shopkeepers to sell at the same rate as it is sold or delivered 
to them. Though the said shoi)keepers have no wages nor any allow- 
ance for the rent of their shop or the expense of oil^ they are neverthe- 
less paying those charges and maintaining themselves and their fanailies 
by which it appears they must sell less in weight and eonseqiiently 
give the subject occasion to complain of their exorbitancy. Therefore 
notice thereof should be taken for the prevention of such abuses and 
f urthermore the three quarters which the farmers receive on each pound 
of Portugal snuff is a new imposition to the |)rejadiee of the subject, as 
the small quantity of snuff brought from the other side sells very dear 
and those who want the said snuff not only buy it very dear hut are- 
obliged to pay the said 3 qrs. on each pound.-^ On this the Beard pass 
the following order : Read representation from the native inhabitants 
requesting some regulations in the tobacco farm. The consideration of 
this is deferred till we can inspect the leases. Fourteen days later they 
remark ; Reperused the representation from the native inhabitants. 
On the lease being referred to it appears that all the particulars they 
complain of are'fexpressly provided against in the lease 

A Consultation of the 19th Seirtember 1769 records : The Collector 
reporting to the Board that he has detected fifteen tindals and lasears 
selling tobacco in the Marine yard, to the great detriment of the 
farmer, ordered that the usual fine be levied upon them, and such of 
them as are unable to pay it be flogged from Gate to Gate.^ 

At a Consultation of the 7tk September 1773, the Board observe : A 
letter from the Chief at Mdhim is laid before the Board, setting 
forth that sundry of the principal inhabitants of that district have 
delivered a petition which he encloses representing that the tobacco 
brought to market by the present farmer is of a very bad quality and 
requesting that proper orders may be given to prevent such an abuse. 
Upon this it is observed that as this is the day fixed for putting up to 
sale the lease of the tobacco farm, the present lease expiring on the 
24th instant, it had been determined to consider what conditions were 
necessary to be added to the usual artLles of the lease for the ease 
of the people and to prevent any impositions upon them on the part 
of the farmers. After mature deliberation it is resolved that the 
following articles shall be added to the lease, as well for the benefit of 
the people in general, as to secure the Company from any loss by the 
farmers : That all the tobacco imported by the farmers, shall, after 
being deposited in their warehouses, be subject to examination by one- 
or more of the European assistants of the Custom Master, with two 
other principal persons whom the Custom Master may appoint, and 
if the tobacco shall be found to be rotten or to be mixed with dirt 
or rubbish, it shall be exported, or in failure therein it shall be burnt. 
All the shops where the tobacco is retailed shall be subject on 
complaint being made to the inspection of such persons as the Collector 
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or Custom Master of Bombay or may appoint. All matters 

relative to the farm, except complaints from the farmers or from the 
people against them, shall be decided by the gentlemen who hold those 
offices. If the tobacco found in the shops of the retailers shall not be 
ec[ual in goodness to what they received from the farmers, or shall be 
mixed with dirt or rubbish it shall be burnt, and the retailer not the 
farmer shall sustain the loss. The farmers shall make good to the 
retailers the allowance hitherto usual. No abatement will at any 
time be made to the farmers in the sum for which the farm may be 
leased under pretence that part of the forces have been sent off the 
island on service, or because the whole or any part of the sepoys or 
labourers may be disbanded or discharged. No security for less than 
Rupees 20,000 will be accepted. In ease the persons to wdiom it may 
be farmed shall at any time omit, neglect, or plead inability to make 
good the sum due for the rent of one month till after the rent of 
another month becomes due, so that two whole monthly payments 
shall be due at one and the same time, then the farm shall be again put 
up to sale at public outcry and sold to the highest bidder for the 
remainder of the term of the lease. And the person who may next 
take the farm shall make good to the Company, for the term above- 
mentioned, whatever it may then let for, less than the sum at which it 
may now be sold. The Board then adjourned to the Court Hall 
where the ^merchants and principal people with many others were 
assembled. kThe foregoing articles were then explained to them, 
and they were told that they would be added to the lease with 
those hitherto usual. The farm was then put up for three 
years as customary, and after due time it was knocked down at 
Rs, 90,000 a year, and Ranchhodji Posjl was declared the bidder. The 
Board unanimously deemed Ranchhodji a very improper person to hold 
the farm, not only because he is considerably indebted to the Company 
as one of the last farmers and is beside well known to be in very bad 
circumstances, but also because of the very evil transaction he was 
guilty of while he was first Purvoe in the Land Pay Office, which was 
discovered about eighteen months ago as minuted under ...... 1772. 

The person who had bid last was therefore asked if he was willing to 
take the farm at the sum he then offered. This he declined. The farm 
was therefore again put up at Rs. 88,000 a year, and was at 
length knocked down to Viramset Shivaji, Rang^ji'R^mset, Vitlmlset 
Shivajiset, and Shankarset Babulset at Rs. 88,600 a year beiug Rs. 8600 
a year more than it was last let for. The farmers requesting that our 
directions for preventing the clandestine importation of tobacco on board 
cruisers may be renewed, ordered that the Superintendent give strict 
directions to all the commanders, and to the officers in the marine in 
command, positively to prevent the importation of tobacco here by any 
of our vessels under pain, if a commission officer of being absolutely 
dismissed from the service, if anon-commission officer of being reduced 
to private, and if a private of such corporal punishment as the 
Governor, the Second, or the Superintendent may think proper.^ 


i Pub. Diary 64 of 1773, 625 - 626. 
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At a Consultation of the SStli July 1775, the Board read a petition 
from the inhabitants of Bombay and Miliim complaining of the 
badness of the tobacco sold by the present farmer. Upon this it is 
resolved^ in order to prevent the same in future, that in the lease of the 
farm which is this day going to be -put up, it be expressly stipulated 
that in ease any tobacco which may be imported by the farmer shall 
not be good or saleable that it shall be absolutely burnt by the Bom- 
bay or Mahini Custom Master, Also^, as the price is stipulated in the 
lease, if any shopkeepers or refcaileis in the least exceed the stipulated 
price they shall on complaint be punished.^ 

The following statement shows the land revenue at Bombay during 
the thirty -seven years ending 1781 : 


Bomlay Land Revenue, 17 Jf.!}. - 1781, 
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1744.45. 

1745-46. 

1746-47- 

1747-48. 
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Rs. 
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WifeWn Wall 

3430 

3498 

3574 

4066 

4173 

4174 

4211 

4263 

Without Wall 

3787 

3759 

3623 

4035 

4175 

4236 

4230 

4267 

J? Pension 









Bombay 

4281 

4281 

4281 

4558 

4303 

4394 

4384 

4390 

Mabim 

3255 

3255 

3255 

3255 

3255 

3255 

3308 

3324 

S Coolery 
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2039 
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838 

S15 
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4 Salt 
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Within Bombay 
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Within Mahiin 

525.. 
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1261 

1261 

1261 

Old Woman’s Island 

200 

200 

200 

200 

200 

200 

200 


Butcher’s Island 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

2U 


Maiab^irllill ... 



200 

160 



160 

... 

6 Tax on the Landed Estate 









Bombay 

... 

... 


... 


... 


... 

M^ihim 

... 

... 

... 

■■■ ... 

... 




7 Coevanut Oaris 

... 

... 


... 

... 



... 

B MiBOellmcous 

2857 

2681 

: 2860 

2011 

2215 

2105 

2146 

2793 

Total 

34,255 

33,848 

43,782 

85,661 

47,930 

44,436 

29,304 

29,422 


^ Pub. Diary 6S of 1775, 475, Comp, of Standing Ord, Yol. 2 of 1759 - 17S$, 103. 
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Bombay Land JRevenmi 1744-'' ^781 — continued. 


Heads. 

1762-53. 

1753-54. 

1754-65. 

1765-56. 

1766-57, 

1757-58, 

'1758-50. 

1759-60. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Es, 

Rs.' 

. Es. . 

■Rs. 

Rs. 

t Ground and Quit Rent 


4352 

4381 

4395 

4383 

4412 

4580 

4510 

■Without Wall 


4«45 

4604 

4630 

4264 

4894 

3994 

4046 

^ Pmsion 

Bom'bay 

Mahim 


4431 

4434 

4445 

ms. 

4176 

4330 

4642 

... 

3324 

3324 

3324 

3324 

3477 

3487 

3640 

3 Coolerij 

Bombaj'' 

Mfizgaon 

Mrihiiu 


2314 

2307 

2293 

2212 

2082 

1907 

2020 


738 

735 

745 

694 

674 

691 

663 

... 

1452 

1474 

1482 

1635 

1537 

1536 

1507 

4 Saif 





... 


... 


S Batty Grounds 









Existing 



.*• 

... 



... . 


Recovered out of Malab^i 
Breach : 

Within Bombay 


1431 

1441 

1445 

1450 

1455 

1 

1455 1 

i 1458 

Within iiahiin 


1270 

1267 

1268 

1268 

1268 

1268 1 

1*268 

Old Woman’s Island ... 

... 


... 




... 


Butcher’s Island 


... 







Malabar Hill 

... 

... 



j 




6 Tax on the Landed Estak 

Bombay 

Mahim ... 






... 

4191 

3518 

4736 

3646 

7 Cocoanut Oarts 

... 


... 

... 




' 21U 

8 Miscellaneous 

... 

1965 

1649 

1745 

1749 

1846 

2522 

2090 

Tota 

... 

25,925 

25,616 

25,772 

25,347 

25,821 

33,569 

36,101 


Heads. 

1760-01. 

1761-63. 

1762-63. 

1763-64. 

1764-65. 

1765-66. 

, ' 

1766-C7. 


Es. 

Rs. 

Rs, 

Rs. 

Rs, 

Rs, 

Rs. 

1 Ground and Quit Rerit 








Within Wall 

4601 

4675 

4742 

4745 

4775 

... 

4847 

Without Wall 

3642 

3598 

3939 

4792 

4246 


4477 

S Pendon-' 


4472 






Bombay 

4376 

4450 

4472 

4484 

■■ ... ^ 

4540 

Mahim 

3648 

3639 

3639 

3639 

3639 

.n 

3649 

S CooUry— 

Bombay 

2026 

2059 

2091 

2083 

2124 


2141 

Mazgaon 

- Mahim 

620 

628 

593 

573 

643 

. ■ 

460 

1607 

1484 

1650 

1065 

1558 

... 

1575 

& Salt 

... 


... 

... 

... 


6708 

5 Batty Grounds 

, i 







Existing 

■ ■ :■ 

... 

»». j 



■■■ ■ ■' 


Recovered out of Malabir Breach: 

1458 ' 


■■ 





Within Bombay 

1460 

1460 ' 

1460 

1461 


1472 

Within Mahim 

1268 1 

1268 

1268 , 

1268 

1266 

" ... ■ 

1266 

Old Woman’s Island 

... 1 

... ■ ■ 


300 

300 


Butcher’s Island 

... 1 



■■ ■ ... ■ 




Malabar Hill 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

6 Tax on the Landed Estate 

4128 







Bombay ... ... 

4368 

4864 

4848 

4339 


4412 

M^Shinni 

3563 

8564 

8504 

' 

8564 

3501 

... 

3491 

? Cocoanut Oarts 

2723 I 

iui 


... 

... 

... 

064 

8 Miscellaneous ... 

2061 

1774 

1952 

1787 

1696 

... 

2303 

Total ... 

35,510 

84,130 

83,612 j 

34,596 ' 

33,931 


42,004 
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Bonibay Land Revenue, contmaecL 


Heads. 


1767-68. 

1768-69, 

1769-70. 

1770-71. 

1771-72. 

1772-73, 

1773-74, 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Bs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

' Es. 

1 Ground and Quit Sent 









Within Wall 


4853 

4831 

4828 

4864 

4764 

4811 

4766 

Without Wall 

... 

4464 

4795 

4610 

4532 

4022 

8439 

3507 

'^iPensiOH 









Bombay ... 


4650 

4653 

4670 

4654 

4367 

4357 

4406 

Mahim ... ... ... 

... 

3677 

3720 

. 4014 

SS42 

4210 

4185 

4186 

S Coolery 









Bombay ... ... ... 

UUI 

2158 

2221 

2279 

2332 

2318 

2489 

2607 

Mazgaoa 


481 

467 

442 

440 

420 

427 

435 

Mdhini 

... 

1566 

1647 

1611 

1485 

1495 

1516 

1523 

Salt ... ... ... 

... 

9403 

9484 

7211 

5804 

8207 

13,529 

13,980 

, 5 Battu Grounds 









Existing ... 

Recovered out of Malahitr Breach : 




— 



... 

Within Bombay ... 


1470 

1471 

1466 

1460 

1465 

1465 

1479 

Wyithin Mahim 

,,, 

1266 

1266 

1266 

1258 

1262 

1258 

1258 

Old Woman’s Island 


300 



608 

600 

606 

688 

Butcher’s Island ... 



... 

... 



• «* 

20 

Malabdr Hill 

... 


... 

: ... 


’305 


i 305 

d Tax on the Landed Estate 









Bombay ... 

U. 

4366 

4343 

4353 

4208 

3787 

3775' 

3835' 

Mdhim „» ■ ..... 

... 

8503 

3497 

3496 

3496 

3843 

3916 

3911 

? Coeoanut Oaris 

... 


... 

... 

‘ 2000 

53 

1432 

21,615 

'8 Miseellaneous , ... ■ 


1760 

1686 

1658 

1618 

1662 

1651 

1726 

Total 

... 

43,997 

43,981 

41,804 

42,421 

42,810 

48,850 

70/2W 


Heads. 

1774-75. 

1773-76. 

1776-77. 

1777-78. 

1778-79. 

1779-80. 

1780-81. 


Rs. 

Rs* 

Rs. 

Rs. 

■Rs. 

Es. 

Es. 

1 Ground ami Quit Lent 








Within Wall 

... 

... 

4814 

4813 

4815 

4805 

4775 

Without Wall 

... 


3865 

3250 

3292 

8292 

8299 

S Pension 








Bombay 

... 

... 

4392 

4399 

4373 

4,701 

4489 

Mahim 

... 

... 

6220 

4862 

4851 

4,856 

4846 

3 Cooleri/ 








Bonibay 

... 

... 

2454 

2358 

3131 

2476 

2419 

Mafzgaou 

... 

... 

387 

364 : 

35S 

341 

341 

Mahim 

... 

... 

1504 

1684 

1628 

2011 

1798 

4 Salt 

... 

... 

14,704 

14,753 

11,840 

10,981 

7164 

5 Batty Ground 

Existing 

i 


... 





Recovered out of Malabdr Breach; 








Within Bombaj' 



1476 

1476 

1486 

1486 

1488 

Within Mdhim 

... 

' ■■■■ ... '■ 

1268 

1258 

1258 

1258 

1258 

Old Woman’s Island 

... 

... 

710 

825 

854 

756 

760 

Butcher’s Island 

... 


20 

20 

20 

20 

30 

Malabdr Hill 

... 

... 

806 

805 

405 

405 j 

405 

6 Tax on the Landed Estate 




3812 




Bombay 



3821 

3811 

1'. '8811 

3800 

Mdhim 



4718 : 

4680 

4572 

4516 

4552 

7 Coeoamit Oarts ... 

... 

... 


40 

... 

... 

... 

8 Miseellaneous 


; ... 

[■;.:1910': 

v" IMO;. 

1691 

1791 

1682 

Total 

•• 

... 

51,599 

60,883 

47,685 

47,606 

43,090 


CkaptoVIII. 

Eevenne and 
Finance, 

Land Eeveniie^ 
1744.1781. 
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fHistorical 


The following statement shows the customs collections at Bomhav 
during the nineteen years ending 1779 : 

____ Bombay OuMotm Bevemte, 1760-1770. 


Hoads. 


Europo Trade 

Miinilla 

China and Macao 
Malnh^r Coast 
Coast and Bay 
West Coast and Batavia... 
Maskat and Gulf ... 

Sind Gntch and Porbandar. 

Coast of Africa 

Northern Trade 

Salt Export (a) ... ,1 

Grain Export 7 per cent,. 
Cocoanuts 11 per cent .. 

Grain Import (b) 

Timber Import 4 per ceni 
Excise and Puneh Farms. 
Convoy 


17t:0.61. 

1761-02. 

1702-03, 

1703-61. 

Rs.' 

Es. 

. Rs. ■ 

Hs. 

10,276 

17,265 

26,083 

32,481 

*9077 


5409 

372 

mo 

10,410 

12,457 

23,166 

16,715 

20,751 

. 20,153 

28,166 

16,550 

26,491 

23,848 

410 

11,658 

9605 

16,11.0 

24,037 

18,646 

9722 

33,850 

4569 

14,019 

10,227 

17,169 

643 

1703 

6477 

4166 

36,422 

31,483 

28,620 

29,437 

4042 

1679 

2416 

2141 

1288 

2798 

3999 

. ■■, '2072 

4417 

3526 

2412 

2805 

4744 

6762 

3296 , 

4627 

4310 

' '4423 

*3081 

6820 

7489 . 

7435 

11,074 

600 i 

855 

610 

880 

1639 1 

1415 1 

! 1200 1 

■ ■ 1228' 


Total .. j 1,63,9SI | 1,56,613 j 1,78,585 j 1,90,313 


Bs. 

33,651 

19,028 

33,087 

73,913 

lS,u38 

13,073 

7975 

8277 

23,893 

1299 

5800 

2603 

*2809 

12.123 

905 

1112 


2,44,746 


1 7 0;'i«(l(.i. 


Es. 

18,184 

3 8,-li50 
38,519 
43,155 
14,981 
13,9 j:3 
7848 
2436 
33,624 
1448 
1998 
3253 

*3708 

soil 

720 

1171 


1,99,975 


ITGthO?. 

Rs. 

10,931 

11 *,821 
22,970 
32,301 
20,098 
21,013 
9942 
1S20 
.31,900 

j- 3785 
4018 


4131 

7985 

1286 

1345 


1,99,910 


Heads, 


1767-68. 


Europe Trade 

Manilla 

China and Macao 

Malabar roast 

Coast and Bay 

est Coast and Batavia ... 

Maskat and Gulf 

Sind Cutch and Porbandar 
Coast of Africa 

Northern Trade 

Salt Export (a) 

Grain Export 7 per cent ... 
Cocoanuts 11 per cent 

Grain Import (&> 

Timber Import 4 per cent 
Excise and Punch House Farms 

Conva3* 

Petty Customs and Passiige Boats 


Es. 

28,524 

29, *151 
19,674 
69,169 
16,471 
15,856 
.14,773 
8128 
30,939 

4897 

3779 

’*5843 

4799 

2110 

1495 


1768*69. 


Rs. 

30,146 

24,395 

20,387 

69,930 

40,418 

15,141 

8686 

1363 

34,824 

4762 

2979 

*4533 

6668 

1995 

1226 


1769*70. ] 770-71. 


Rs. 

28,440 

23,021 
38,291 
23,118 
14, .543 
13,048 
4004 
39,921 

6385 

2773 

**6975 

4089 

1380 

1179 


Es. 


23,752 


Total 

2,49,602 

2,66,453 

2,26,182 

1,96,410 

Heads. 

1773-74* 

1774-76. 

1775*76. 

1776*77, 

Europe Trade 

Matiilla 

Es. 

34,584 

Rs. 

28,046 

Rs. 

44,188 

Rs, 

47,316 

China and Macao 

Malabar Coast 

Coast and Bay 

IVest Coast and Batavia 

Maskat and Gulf 

Sind Cutch and Porbandar 

Coast of Africa j 

Northern Trade 

Salt Export (a) 

13,019 

22,209 

30,006 

37,166 

12,482 

7632 

4870 

1 40,328 

65)06 

22,904 

60,703 

20,042 

29,672 

9427 

7583 

27,061 

66, 869 
20,283 
59,253 
28,643 
14,802 
21,622 
6735 
32,416 

47,360 

25,073 

58,943 

21,743 

18,426 

27,069 

1835 

44,198 

Grain Export 7 per cent 

1 2409 

8236 

7237 

8232 

Cocoannts 11 per cent ... 

Grain Import (b) 

1483 

2537 

3197 

3166 

1 Timber Import 4 per cent 

Excise and Punch House Farms... 
Convoy 

*4113 

4319 

945 

*6648 

4726 

09A 

’*2656 

3768 

*6351 

44oO 

Petty Customs and Passage Boats... 

1482 

€70U 

1213 

1660 

1395 

2440 

2816 

Total ... ' 

2,16,907 

2,77,57’ 

3,03,714 

8,19,368 


.. , ■ 1771-72. 

1772-73. 

Rs* 

Eb. 

^ 80,013 

40,J963 

i 1*1, *448 

iTIose 

! 14,010 

26,765 

! 31,771 

40,414 

^ 16,043 

37,302 

> 11,391 

14,891 

> 10,850 

10,124 

8135 

6910 

44,332 

69,540 

3363 

3466 

2770 

2C43' 

'5309 

*0015 

4148 

7717 

1500 

1205 

1 1739 

1T93 

- 1 1,98,322 

' 2,69,834 

1777-78. 

1778-79, 

■" ' ■ : 

Es. 

Rs. 

51,694 

18,737 

46,(3 4-2 

29,'034 

20,468 

19,633 

33,322 

11,899 

42,482 

17,838 

22,337 

19,199 

30,872 

30,104 

7090 

4169 

42,947 

43,832 

7958 

3083 

3126 

3094 

**6252 

*M22 

3776 

§231 

3030 

2886 

3176 

3806 

3,25,169 *! 

2,18,1166 


Note, 

cent 


was reduced to seven per cent in 1766 
(it) The import duty on gnin wa, t/en off in Mar^®’ir6l 


March 1763 


Marteriais.] 


CHAPTER IX. 

fVIlSCELLANEOUS. ■ 

Section I. “Production, 

The Portuguese pliysiciaii Garcia d'^Orta^ the author of Colloqiiios 
dos Simples e Drogas^ Conversations on Drugs, who^ between ISoi and 
1572^ was proprietor of the island of Bombay, speaks of the supdri or 
are ea nut as the best of nuts and alludes to the gift to him from his 
tenaut Simao Toscana of a jarigomas Flaeourtia sepiaria, and to 
mangoes from a tree which gave two crops a year, one about Christmas 
time the other late in May. Dr. Da Cunlia notices the parallel ease of 
Mrs.HougVs (a.d. 1866) mango tree in CoMba which fruited twice a 
year, at Christmas and in May. In both cases a severe injury, when 
the tree was young, is believed to have been the cause of the double 
flowering and fruiting.^ 

A Government order of the 16th August 1695 to Serjeant Swan 
runs : I am informed that the goats grazing amongst the young trees 
that are planted at Sion eat the bark of them and spoil them. Give 
such orders therefore to the owners of the goats as may prevent the 
like for the future,^ 

A letter from the Court to Bombay, dated the 20th April 1708, 
paragraph 66, has the following : The Company's garden to be planted 
mth roots and green trade.^ 

At a Consultation on the 18th August 1741 the President mentions 
to the Board that on a representation being made to him that some 
vacant spaces of ground contiguous to Sion were capable of bearing 
brab trees, the planting of which would be attended with little expense 
and in time would produce a revenue to our Honourable Masters, he 
had given orders for prosecuting such a design which is entirely 
approved of.^ 

A Consultation of the 3rd April 17 41 records : The President on his 
arrival having given orders that, as milkbush is much required in the 
composition of gunpowder, the several persons possessed of oarts should 
fence the same with milkbush. In consequence of some default, he 
now orders proper persons to inspect and report who had neglected that 
they may bo compelled to a compliance.^ 

A Consultation of the Sth May 1741 continues: The minute of 
Council of the 3rd April on the President’s order for ascertaining the 
proper places for planting milkbush being reported, it is now (Sth May 
1741) considered who ought to be at the cliarge, whether our Hoiiour- 


^ Dr. G, Da Cunha ia Med. and Phys. Soc, Trans. Bombay (1882), pages 82, 87. 
2 See. Out. Letter Book 5 of 1694 • 1690, 63. ■ 

® Compilation of Standing Orders Vot. 1 of 1715 - 1721, 142. 

^ Fiib. Diary 14 of 1740*41, 323- Mk » Diary 14 of 174041, 142. 
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able Masters or the owners of the grounds. As milkbush is so material a 
part of the eomposition of gunpowder and is solely designed for that iise^ 
we think our Honourable Masters justly should bear the expense. We 
therefore order that the overseer do immediately proceed to plant the 
several places both in the districts of Mahim and Bombay^ and that he 
keep a separate account of the disbursements thereupon to remain a 
head on the general books for being cleared as the milkbush is gathered. 
When the storekeeper receives the milkbush he must value the same 
and account for it.-^ 

A Consultation of the 2nd October 1741 records : The Board read a 
letter from Mr. John Lambton, General Storekeepei^ representing the 
want of milkbush for carrying on the composition of gunpowder and the 
impediments he meets with in procuring any from the other side. To 
remedy this he proposes furnishing a quantity from the northward. 
The Board adds ; In the present conjuncture we are but too well 
convinced of the indispensable occasion we have for gunpowMer as well 
for suppljing the subordinate settlements as for keeping the magazines 
here sufficiently stocked. As, notwithstanding the utmost care to pro- 
cure and promote the cultivation of the milkbush^ we so far find our 
efforts ineffectual, to avoid a disappointment it is agreed to signify to 
Mr. Lambton that we are willing to provide as far as six boat loads 
from the north in the manner he proposes but that he previously specify 
the sum that will be required for our final determination.” 

On the 29th May 1759 the Board I’eceived the following letter from 
the Collector to the President, dated the 29th May 1759 : Enclosed is 
an order of the Board of so early a standing as the year 1741 regarding 
the planting of milkbush to which so little regard seems to have been 
paid that if I may judge from the experience our necessity has this 
season furnished me with, there is now scarce a montlf s provision of 
that article for making gunpowder growing on the whole island. I 
request therefore if your Honour judge proper, that the said order 
may be repeated with a penalty annexed to be incurred by the person 
who fails paying due obedience to it. And that your Honour will 
authorize me to employ proper persons to see that the same is 
punctually carried into execution as well as to plant milkhush round the 
Compan/s oarts and such other waste spots of groiindas moy be judged 
fittest for the purpose on the setting in of the exj)ected raiiis.^ 

On the above letter on the 29tli May 1759 the Board order: The 
growth of milkbush must be enforced and encouraged by issuing a 
publication informing all persons that the Collector will be obliged to 
receive whatever quantities are tendered him fit for the Honourable 
Company's service at the current price it may bear ; and inflicting a 
penalty of Rs. 10 on the proprietor of every oart who any longer 
neglects fencing them therewith ; and planting it in all vacant spaces 
on this island conformable to the resolution of Council under the 8th 
May 1741. The Collector must appoint i)roper people to see that 


Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 176-177. 2 x)iary 14 of 1740-41, 392. 

3 Pub, Diary 32 of 1759, 358 - 359, 
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the same is piiBctually carried into execution. He is also ordered to 
plant milkbush round all the Honourable Company’s oarts and such 
other waste spots of ground as may be judged fittest for it on the 
setting in of the expected rainsd 

In 1750 Mr. Grose writes of Bombay crops: The land is chiefly 
employed in eoeoanut groves or- oarts, rice fields, and onion grounds. 
Of these the most considerable property are the oarts. Many together 
form groves with shaded roads and pathways thick set with houses but 
wanting in air. An owner of 200 trees is reckoned to havoa compe- 
tency. Not a spot remains untilled. There are also here and there 
interspersed a few brab trees or rather wild palm trees that bear an- 
insipid kind of fruit about the bigness of a common pear, but the chief 
profit from them is the toddy or liquor drawn from them by incisions 
at the top, of which the arrack that is made is reckoned better than 
that from the eoeoanut trees. They are generally near the sea-side as 
they delight most in a sandy soil. It is on this tree that J:he toddy- 
birds make their exquisitely emious nests.^ 

A Consultation of the 26th June 1764 has the following entry : 
Bhendi (Hibiscus populnea) wood being extremely useful and now 
become very scarce upon the island, it is ordered that all owners of 
oarts be required to plant five bhendi trees for every 100 eoeoanut 
trees they are possessed of.^ 

On the 21st February 1777 the- Court write to Bombay : The 
society established here for the encourasgement of arts manufactures 
and commerce having transmitted to us a paper setting forth their 
desire to promote the important cultivation of the bread fruit tree and 
describing the places where the same is to be found in the East Indies, 
we enclose you a few copies of that paper and particularly recommend 
it to you on your own part and by every communication to make the 
laudable intentions of the society as diffusively known as possible that 
the introduction of so valuable an article info this kingdom maybe 
speedily effected.^ 

The following are among the few references to animals that have 
been noted in the records : 

On the 11th November 1677 Bombay writes to Surat : The 
Carmania goats are all dead. Some of the spotted deer we shall 
send home by the Europe ships if they touch here.^ 

The Court ou the 20th July 1683 write : We know not what to 
think of Stowe horses in regard you have so good ones so near as Persia. 
But we shall consider of it and after discourse with some that have 
lived long on the place, send them if we find it convenient.^ 


* Fiib. Diary 32 of 1759, 354: ® Grose’s Voyage to the East Indies, I. 46, 48. 

3 Fub. Diary 42 of 1764, 381. 

^ Conrt to Bombay 2ist Feb. 1777 para 37, Fub.. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 9 of 
1772 - 1777, 302 - 303, 

® Sec. Out. L. B, 4 of 1677 - 1687, 65. Forrest's Home Series, 1, 140.. 

® Fub.Dep, Court’s Let. Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1686, 60, The other letter dated February 
1684 referred to in Anderson’s English in Western India, page 71, has not been 
traced. Anderson notes : Several attempts were made to introduce a breed of English 
horses, but it was found very diiGhcult to preserve them alive during the long voyages.,. 
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Tlxe Court on the 20th April 1 708, paragraph 65^ observe : Cattle 
sufficient may be kept on Old Woman^s and Buteher^s islands i£ a' 
proper person has the charge of looking after them.-^ 

The Surat Diary of the 25th August 1720 has the following entry : 
An express galivat from Bombay arrived at Surat at three in the after- 
noon with two general letters from the President and Council under the 
16th and 20th instant (August). In the letter of the 16tli they direct 
that as many good cows as^our boat and Rustam'^s boat can cany be sent 
down for the supply of the island.^ 

A Consultation of the 30th September 1720 records: The lata 
scarcity of provisions necessitating us to take some cows from the 
Gentu inhabitants to supply the fleet, they made complaint to the 
President offering to pay Rs. 4 ahead a year rather than have their 
cattle killed. As we are assured we can have a sufficient supply of 
cattle from the Sidis^ country and that this tax will be an annual 
emoliiment^to the Right Honourable Company, it is ordered that 
the Secretary prepare a proclamation forbidding all persons to kill 
any cows belonging to the Gentus and directing the heads of each 
caste to collect Rs. 4 a head a year on all cattle l^longing to them and 
pay the same to the Collector of the revenues. The Diary of the 
3rd October continues ; The proclamation ordered the 30th ultimo 
being drawn out is this day published as usual.'" 

A Consultation of the 27th April 1737 has the following : The Chief 
and Factors at Surat send us on the Hallifax thirty live cattle and 
seventy more on the other vessels. These w^ere procured with great 
difficulty.^ 

At a Consultation of the 19th September the President acquainted the 
Board that Captain Thomas Stoneham informed him that he had bought 
sixty or seventy head of cattle at Rajapore (Daiida Rajpuri) W'hich he is 
advised are now ready to be shipped. The President had ordered the 
Britminia and Prince of Wales to be in readiness to proceed thither 
in order to bring us the said cattle which is unanimously approved." 

An entry of the 1st April 1749 records: Sailed the Bomhay grab 
to Rajapore (Rajpuri) for cattle for the use of His Majesty's ships 
expected from Surat.® 

On the 22iicl January 1750 is the entry: Returned the and 

Brahe ketch from Rajpuii with cattle for the service of this island.'^ 

A Consultation of the 24th February 1751 records : Sailed the 
London^ Capt. Will. Sedgwieke, for Mokha, being conveyed to 
a proper offing by tlie Syren man-of-war and True Briton bound to 
Eiijpuri to procure a supply of cattle for the use of his Majesty's 
squadron.® < 


^ Compilation of Standing Orders Yol. 1 of 1715 - 1721, 142. 

- Surat Factory Diary 611 of 1719. 

Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 140, 14X. Forrest’s Home Series, II, 32. 

^ Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-37, 109, ^ Pub. Diary JO of 173G-37, 227, 

« Pub. Diary 22 of 1749, 88. ^ Pub. Diary 23 of 1750, 31. 

^ Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 56. 
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A Oonsultation o£ the 30th September 1755 records: As we are im 
want of good buffaloes for labo\n% and as Cambay is the proper place to 
provide them, it is ordered that the Chief and Factors at Surat direct the 
Eesident to purchase twenty to be sent hither as opportunities offer 

A Consultation of the 5th September 1758 records: Being much 
distressed for cattle/ and observing the Chief and Factors at Surat 
mention the procuring any at Smat is attended with much diffieultyj 
and the Mar^thas continuing to besiege Rogipore (R^jpuri [?]) so that 
we have no prospect of getting any more cattle from thence; the 
Superintendent is directed to send fit people to such places as he may 
think proper for procuring them. The President informing us that 
about 200 head have been purchased at Scindy by his directions, the 
Success and Defence ketches are appointed to go for them, and the 
Chief and Factors at Surat must be directed in our next to en€j[uire of 
the Eesident at Cambay whether cattle cannot be provided there ; and 
that in ease of his having any prospect of succeeding, we shall send 
conveyances to bring them directly hither.^ 

On the 16th April 1762, paragraph 88, the Court write: Notwith- 
standing our former orders with regard to Fort Victoria, yet from your 
representation that you are certain of getting such large supplies of live 
cattle from thence, so essentially necessary boihfor the men-of-war and 
for our people, we must leave it to you either to keep or exchange it 
as you may judge best for our interest. If any advantage can be made 
by the sale of salt and supplying the island with billet-wood, it will be 
more useful than we have hitherto had reason to imagine it would have 
been.^ 

At a Consultation on the 16th July 1765 the Board read a letter from 
the Resident at Fort Victoria desiring to know what number of cattle 
he should provide in the ensuing season. The Board remark : The 
consumption of our marine being between 500 and 600 bead of cattle in a 
season the Resident must be ordered to provide that number. He must 
take particular care to have them good. as complaints have been made of 
those provided last season turning out very deficient in weight.^ 

A Consultation of the 10th November 1772 records : The factors at 
Scindy must send hither as many head of cattle as they can procure or 
the Speaker can take on board. In case none should be procurable at 
Scindy, they must then direct the commander on his return to call at 
Diu for that purpose.^ 


5 Pub. Diary 28 of 1755, 368. * Pub. Diary 31 of 1758, 420. 

3 Pub. Dop. Courtis Letters Vol. 6 of 3 762 - 1764, 43. ^ Pub. Diary 45 of 1765, 438. 

s Pub. Diary 62 of 1772, 1052. 
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Section IL— Agriculture. 

In their letter o£ the 4th June 1672 the Surat Couneil write te^ 
Bombay i As regards your order permitting the natives to put dry 
fish to the roots of trees/ buried deep under gr ound^ Mr . Matthew Gray 
ill the time of his abode on the island^ remembers not any ofEence given 
by the stench of dry fish buried at the roots of trees. As this practice is 
beneficial to the natives; and not so offensive to the people as to prejudice- 
their healths, we think it may continue till his Honour the President 
(Mr. Aungier) this season, upon better information or his own- 
experience, find to the contrary.^ 

About the same time, 1673, Dr. Fryer while speaking of the climate 
of Bombay writes ; The ehmateis extremely unhealthy, at first thought 
to be caused by bubsho (buckshaw), rotten fish; but though that be* 
prohibited, yet it continues as mortal.^ 

In a letter of the 20th April 1708 the Court write to the Bombay 
Government : The buckshawing or dunging the toddy trees with fish, 
occasions in a great measure the unwholesomeness of the Bombay air. 
Of this the venomous and putrid buckshaw fly which swarm in such 
abundance as to be very nauseous to the inhabitants is a plain proof. If* 
the trees were not buckshawed, the loss of their fruitfulness would be 
repaid by the general benefit of rendering the place healthy. Or if the 
buckshaw was laid at a sufl3.cient depth under the earth to prevent its 
corruption and infecting the air and breeding that fly, the air would not 
suffer. Another cause of the unhealthy air is the thickness of the* 
toddy trees at Warli and Mdliim woods which hinders the land breeze 
that sets in every morning from cleansing the air and cooling the ground. 
If those woods were thinned, the remaining trees would bear the better. 
For the sake of their health the people are contented their rents be* 
diminished by cutting some trees down and prohibiting the buekshaw- 
ing the rest. By this means the health of the inhabitants will be* 
promoted.® 

At a Consultation the 1st May 1724 the Board read a petition from 
the inhabitants whose estates are sitnated between the Company's garden 
and the town wall setting forth that, since the prohibition of fish, they 
have manured their grounds and palmeiras with several sorts of dung. 
None affords them any benefit, rather the contrary. Since the disuse 
of fish some of their trees decay away suddenly in their full strength. 
And as no offensive smell or prejudice to the air or water has been found 
during the two years since the use of coot that is hda or fish manure has 
been again allowed, they humbly request that they may be allowed to 
use huta to all palm trees outside of the town wall. On this the* 
Board observe : This being debated and considered of, and what they 
affirm appearing to most of us to be fact, it is agreed for the present 
to tolerate the use of dried fish, so far as the Portuguese church in 


I Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 1 of 1630-1673, 267. Forrest^s Home Series, I. 66. 
^ Fryer’s New Account of East India and Persia, 68. 

® Comp, of Standings Ord, Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 141-142, 
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a direct line to tlie sea. Also that if we find no bad conseq^nenee 
to arise therefrom, we may be prevailed upon to grant the thorough 
use thereof all without the town. Directed that public notice be given 
thereof accordingly.-^ On the 8th of May the vereadores attending 
without doors, are at their request called in when they return the 
Board their humble thanks for the further liberty of manuiing the 
trees with hut a to the limit of the Portuguese church, assuring us 
that without the use oi kida their trees must have totally decayed.^ 

At a Consultation on the 16th February 1733 the President lays 
before the Board a petition from sundry Kulambis that cultivate 
the Honourable Company's batty ground and work in the salt pans. 
The petitioners a few days since deserted their habitations and fled to 
the island of Salsette. They set forth that through the prohibition of 
manuring their lands with hiita or dried fish and for want of straw or 
hay to burn their grounds before seed time, the land did not produce so 
much as when they were permitted to make use of the said manure ; 
and that for want of the same, they are entirely prevented from raising 
of melons cucumbers and other green trade, which, they pretend, will 
not grow without making use of kata. They likewise desire that in lieu 
of the usual toka or estimate, we would accept of one half of what the 
lands do actually produce, according to the survey and calculate made 
by the vereadores. Taking the same into consideration, it is observed 
that this stratagem of absenting themselves has been a common 
practice of the Kulambis of this island as well as of those in the 
Portuguese territories, whenever they have attempted to obtain any 
favour or abatement. As we think it is no ways convenient to give 
way to such practices, it is resolved that the President in answer to the 
said petition, do signify to them that when they apply in a proper place 
and manner, they shall be heard what they have to plead in support of 
their request ; but that we cannot allow them any such hearing while 
they continue in a foreign jurisdiction.^ 

On the 3rd December 17 36 the Board received the following petition 
from the fazand*^rs of oarts and batty grounds, inhabitants of Bombay 
and Mahim : That for above four years past, the manure of huta or small 
dry fish for the said oarts and batty grounds has been prohibited, and 
that the trees cannot produce fruit, or thrive grow or benefit by any 
other sort of manure. As their produce daily decreases so as to have 
arrived at the last extremity of ruin to the great loss of your petitioners 
who have made sundry humble representations and now again presume 
to lay before your Honour with all submission and humility their same 
deplorable case and ruin. In this ruin the interest of the Honourable 
Company is much concerned by the great loss they sufier in their oart 
lands. To demonstrate the good inclination these petitioners ever 
had to serve and advance the Honourable Oompany^s interest from their 
own free goodwill and of their own accord, they take liberty to offer 


Chapter IX. 
MiscellaneouB. 


Effect of 
prohibiting 
Fish Mamire, 
1733. 


^ Pub. Diary 2 of 1724, 67 - 68. Forrest’s Home Series, II. 36. 

2 Pub. Diary 2 of 1724, 61. 

3 Pub. Diary 5 of 1732, 33, 47 - 48. Fbrrest’e Home Series, II. 40 - 60. 
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Rs. 1000 yearly above the pension they now pay, in such a propoj’- 
tion respectively as it may be convenient to have the same collected ; 
and entreat of your Honour to accept of this volitntary offer of your 
petitioners of such an addition to the Honourable Company's revenue on 
condition of being permitted the use of for the manure of the carts 
and batty grounds belonging to your petitioners. Wherefore your 
petitioners humbly beseech of your Honour to take into consideration the 
premises and in your great goodness to grant them remedy therein.^ 

On the same day, 3rd December 1736^ the President acquaints the 
Board that the fazanddrs had frequently requested of him permission to 
use hiiiob^ and in order to obtain his' consent had promised to make him a 
voluntary gift of Rs. 8000. This he always declined. But now he 
declares that if, upon considering the premises, the Board shall adjudge 
it proper to allow the use of the said manure, he will pay the money into 
the Company's treasury and wait their orders for the disposal of it. The 
affair being now taken into consideration and recourse being had to our 
Honourable Masters^ orders as wellas to what has been writtenhome from, 
hence relating thereto, it is observed that though in their letter of the 12th 
March 1730, paragraph 72, our Honourable Masters seemed inclinable 
to permit the continuance of the nse of this manure, yet in their letter of 
the 7th March 1733, in answer to our letters of the r2th September 1731 
and the 22nd January 1732, they would not consent to grant a license 
to make use of hiiUi forever ; because it was thought it infected the 
air and occasioned distempers amongst the inhabitants. At the same 
time in tlieir last commands they are pleased to leave this matter 
entirely to us saying ^ they would by no means press the cultivating 
the grounds by an unwholesome manure, huia having been frequently 
represented as prejudicial in that respect by some, and as often set in 
a more favourable light by others who are perfect judges of the matter.^ 
We believe that for want of this manure the produce of the several 
oarts and batty grounds upon the island is considerably decreased. At 
the same time it is observed that since the prohibition of the manure, 
the island has been healthier than heretofore. It is the general opinion 
of the English and other inhabitants who are not interested in oarts and 
batty grounds that the use of fish manure is prejudicial to the health 
of the inhabitants . Indeed it seems reasonable to believe that the surface 
of the earth being covered with fish, when it comes to rot, it must 
occasion a very nauseous and unwholesome smell and taint the water 
which partly runs into wells without sinking into the earth. On the 
whole as our Honourable Masters have been pleased to express an 
unwillingness to press the use of any unwholesome manure, and as 
we cannot but he of opinion that Imia falls under that denomination, 
we doubt not but they will prefer the healths of the inhabitants of the 
island to the profit themselves and other projuietors of lands might 
make by the use of h%ta. Therefore it is agreed that for the present 
the prohibition thereof now in force be confirmed j but the case be 
represented to our Honourable Masters for their final determination,^ 
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On tlie 17th June 1737, the Board received the following petition 
of sundry inhabitants of Bombay and M^im, proprietors of oartsand 
lands in the district of Mdhim : Tliat your petitioners humbly hope their 
importunity in presuming to trouble your Honours afresh on the 
matter of this petition, will be tenderly considered and excused in 
regard to the extreme necessity and imminent loss and ruin of your 
petitioners^ estates and families. The grievance and cause of all this 
complaint your petitioners humbly represent to be tlie total prohibition 
and suppression of the manure. Your petitioners, as the same 
affected them so nearly, natmally acquainted themselves with the 
reasons of this order which they find to be an apprehension that the 
said manure affects both the air and water, and consequently must be 
detrimental to the health of the inhabitants of Bombay particularly the 
English ; for as to the natives your petitioners never understood they 
were affected thereby, as the bills of mortality regularly kept in every 
“ parish will easily demonstrate. The justice and prevalence of this 
reason and motive of the prohibition, your petitioners dutifully acquiesce 
in. Nor do they offer hem any argument in competition with the 
health of the English gentlemen and inhabitants which is so justly 
the concern of the Government. The end and intent of your petitioners 
in this present address is to represent humbly to this Honourable Board 
how your petitioners can, as they apprehend, be relieved in this great 
distress with little or no risk absolutely to the public in the article of 
health, which your petitioners esteem the sole and only obstacle to this 
their humble request. This benefit then sued for, may and will be 
obtained by your Honours confining the prohibition of this manure only 
to Bombay and places more immediately in the neighbourhood of any 
considerable number of English inhabitants ; and permitting the same 
to be used with discretion or under the strictest regulation in the 
district of Maliirn, where the ground is much poorer and more in want 
of the assistance of manure than at Bombay ; and with the waters of 
which your petitioners believe it will not be disputed that no kuta or 
manure whatever applied to the trees or lands at Mahim can have any 
intercourse or in the least affect them. Neither can the air at snch a 
distance have any influence or at least any considerable influence on the 
residents of Bombay. Neither can permission given to use the kuta at 
Mdhim be of any encouragement to those concerned in the lands at 
Bombay to move for and solicit the same indulgence for that district, 
since the consideration of the health of the English inhabitants will be 
forever a bar to that manure, when the health of the English cannot 
be so much as mentioned in opposition to the request of the tolemtion 
of fish manure at Mdhim. Your petitioners likewise represent humbly 
to this Honourable Board that the trees are already so impoverished 
and daily diminished in their bearing that without a speedy .remedy 
they .will be too far gone in decay to be recovered by any means. And 
without this remedy which can be obtained only from the tender consider- 
ation of the Government of this their deplorable case, all the labourers-^ 
the fazandfe, the Hartalons (Oartmen), BhandAris, Fishermen, Comn-^ 
bees (Knnbif), and Phrases {Fard^ or Swaeprs) employed or concerned 
in the culture of their land, must see their property and their chiefest 
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if not only means of sustenance decay away to nothing, and that with- 
out the comfort of knowing any one valnable reason for their suffer- 
ings and entire ruin. If, when your petitioners shall represent to 
this Honourable Board that for want of this manure their oarts are 
fallen almost two-thirds* of their value, it shall be said that the loss 
and damage are aggravated, an abstract drawn from the Honourable 
Company's own actual share in the public sufferings will clearly demon- 
stiate its truth. By this calculation it will appear that exclusive of 
charges the Company's estate, two-thirds whereof are in the district 
of Mdbim, does not now yield two per cent clear, which is a notable 
diminution of their usual profit. Further the securities to the Bank 
by mortgage for money taken up upon the landed estates at a value 
far higher than the amount of the r^pective loans, are actually fallen 
short to the loss and damage of the Bank, which had been seemingly 
so* well secured. Your petitioners then humbly hope your Honours 
will accept favourably this their supplication, in the success of 
which the welfare of such a number of inhabitants is so nearly 
concerned. They humbly apprehend that the greater barrenness 
and sterility of the soil at Mdhim and its distance from the 
residence of any number of English inhabitants may give' some weight 
to this their suit ; in the granting of which likewise this Government 
will indisputably confer a great and universal benefit, encourage the 
poorer inhabitants, and give the strongest proofs of the care and 
protection of its subjects without at the same time incurring the hazard 
of one single inconvenience or damage to the public in their healths or 
otherwise ; all which is humbly submitted to the wisdom and prudence 
of this Honourable Board. And your petitioners as in duty bound 
shall ever pray. 

The petition contains the following abstract of the produce of the, 
Honourable Gompany^s oarts at Bombay and Mdbim from 1727 to 
1736 inclusive^ : 

Bombay and Mdbim Oarts produced cocoanuts in 1727, 599,000; 1728, 
643,900; 1729, 718,400 ; 1730, 787,200; 1731, 797,200. This shows they in- 
creased annually and that the dijBference in the produce between 1727 and 1731 
is 198,600 nuts, 

Bombay and Mdhim Oarts produced cocoanuts in 1732, 656,900 ; 1733, 668,900 ; 
1734,683,500 ; 1735,472,900; 1736, 453,100. This shows how gradually they 
have decreased since the year 1731 and that the produce of 1736 was 344,500 
nuts less than in 1731. Increase from 1727 toT731 is 198,600; decrease from 
1731 to 1736 is 344,600 ; decrease from 1727 to 1736 is 145,900. 

On the some day, the 17th June 1737, the Board record: 
As we have already represented this affair so fully to our 
Honourable Masters for their final determination, we can now do 
nothing more than refer the merits of the petition to them. At the 
Same time we are inclined to believe that though the use of kuta in the 
pmts about Mahim would not affect the water at Bombay, yet that it 
.would so far infect the air as to create a nauseous scent that would be 
prejudicial to the healths of the inhabitants, the English in pariicular, 
which our Honourable Masters have been pleased not to put to hazard 
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for the sake of the advantage that might aecrne to theni hy the 
difference of the produce of their oarts."^ 

At a Consultation on the ^7th January 1739 the President produces 
a Portuguese petition from the principal inhabitants, landowners of 
Bombay and Mahim, setting forth the inevitable ruin of themselves and 
families by the entire prohibition of kuta manure, and praying 
consideration and relief of their grievance in this article. The Boai’d 
observing that this appheation has been often repeated, the matter of 
which deserves the greatest caution and deliberation as it concerns the 
lives and health of the inhabitants and especially of the Europeans, and 
nothing new pressing for the present to conclude for or against in this 
affair, agreed that the petition lie upon the table and the considei'ation 
of it be deferred till the arrival of the next ship from Great Britain, 
when it may he effectually resumed, • and the petitioners be made 
acquainted with our final determination thereon.^ 

At a Consultation on the 80th May 1739 the Boai’d read a petition 
from the fazanddrs and proprietors of the landed estates at M^him, 
praying the Government's repeal of their prohibition of the use of 
kutaior manure. As this request contains matter wherein the lives 
and healths of the inhabitants are supposed to be concerned, agreed 
that we take time to consider duly of the same before we come to a 
determination; and that in the meantime the petition be ordered to 
lie on the table.^ 

At a Consultation on the 2nd October 1739 the President acquaints 
the Board that the landowners on this island have made pressing 
applications to him for .relief on their petitions for restoring kwta 
manure. After a full discussion of the merits of the petition the 
Board record the opinion that any peremptory resolution in the 
negative, would greatly discontent and discourage the numbers that 
are concerned and particularly the poorer sort of inhabitants, whom 
it is their interest to maintain and cherish whilst their neighbours, 
the Marathds, are endeavouring to seduce them to the other side in 
order to people their new conquests. They therefore agree the 
petition lie on the table, and assurance be given of taking it into 
consideration at a proper opportunity.^ 

On the 22nd February 1742 the Board read a petition in the Por- 
tuguese language from the fazandfe or owners of cocoanut trees on 
this island, setting forth the great loss they sustain in their estates 
and how much they are impoverished since the prohibition of manuring 
with kufa^ and offering a sum of Es. 10,000 to our Honourable Masters 
provided the prohibition may be taken ofE. The considemtion of this 
petition is deferred till another time.® 

The petitioners seem to have gained little by the delay. In 
1750 Mr. Grose writes: Formerly there obtained a practice, esteem- 
ed very pernicious to the health of the inhabitants, of employing a 



516 


BOMBAY TOWN 


(Historical 


Chapter IX. 
Uiscellaneous. 


Dry Bttcksiiaw 
Manure allowed, 
1765. 


Disallowecl, 

1766. 


1767, 





manure for the cocoauut trees that grow in abundance on the island, 
consisting of the small fry of fish, and called by the country-name 
buckshaw. It was undoubtedly of great service both to augment and 
meliorate their produce ; but, through its quantity being superficially 
laid in trenches round the root and consequently the easier to be 
exhaled, it diffused, as it putrefied, a very unwholesome vapour/ 

At a Consultation of the 28th August 1765 the Board read a peti- 
tion from the Kunbis requesting permission to make use of dry 
buckshaw for the manure of their batty grounds which they cannot 
cultivate without. As this sort of buckshaw seems not prejudicial to 
the health of the inhabitants, it is agreed, notwithstanding the publi- 
cation against it, to permit of the Kunbis using dry buckshaw for 
manure, but not wet upon any account. The proprietors of diy fish 
must accordingly be permitted to sell it to the inhabitants for that 
purpose/ 

A Consultation of the 28th October 1766 records : As it appears a 
bad use has been made of the indulgence granted to the inhabitants in 
August 1765 of manuring their grounds with buckshaw, resolved 
that a publication be issued prohibiting in the most peremptory terms 
the use of this manure whether wet or dry ; and that none be made on 
the island but on the places expressly allotted for that purpose/ 

A Consultation of the 2nd June 1767 has the following entry : 
Read a petition from the Kunbis desiring to be allowed to make 
use of buckshaw for manuring their batty grounds or to give the 
Honourable Company half the produce of said grounds in batty 
instead of paying a stated to This last, being conformable to the 
practice of proprietors of private grounds, is agreed to for the ensuing 
year, as we can by no means consent to their making use of buckshaw 
for manure/ 

On the 26th June 1767 the Board read a petition from the village 
farmers representing that if we continue in our resolution of collect- 
ing half the produce of batty from the Kunbis instead of the usual 
ioka as stipulated in their respective leases, they will sustain a very 
great loss. They therefore request we will either revoke said order or 
accept of their leases back. This being taken into consideration and 
their leases referred to, there appears an express article therein that 
the usual foka shall be collected from the Kunbis. We therefore 
cannot refuse to comply with the request of the farmers for revoking 
our order of the 2nd instant in favour of the Kunbis, though we 
shall hereafter take into consideration their claim for redress on account 
of the prohibition of the use of kuta, when we are able to judge with 
certainty of the present yearts crop of batty. At the same time we 
cannot but remark the same prohibition was in force when the villages 
were let but and had always before been so.® 


I ^ 45 of 1765, 560. 

. 1766,694* Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of X759- 1788, 195. 

Pub. Diary 49 of 1767, ajS- . Pub. Diary 49 of 1767, 399-400. 
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A Oonsultatioii of the 14th September 1770 records : Notwithstand- 
ing the strictest prohibition against using kuta or buckshaw/ whether 
wet or dry, as manure, information has lately been given to the Pre- 
sident of six persons who have been detected guilty of this very perni- 
cious practice; Eeferenee is therefore had to the last publication on 
this subject by which we find the penalty to be forfeiture of the 
grounds so manured. As on consultation forfeiture of land appears 
to be too severe, it is agreed to levy a fine of Rs. 50 for the first 
offence and Rs. 100 for every other — half to the Honourable Com- 
pany and half to the informers. A publication to this effect is to be 
issued accordingly.-*- 

In spite of this penalty the practice did not cease. In August 1787 
the Polish traveller Dr. Hove says : Dr. Scott informed me tlie people 
of Mdhim often manure their plantations with putrefied fish which 
renders the air unwholesome to those that live in it. Not an instance is 
known of a European recovering of a fever if he has contracted it in 
these woods.® 

On the 28th June 1728 the Board observe: A petition from the 
mhdtdrds and Kunbis of Parel and other villages within that dis- 
trict being presented to the Board, praying we would relieve them by 
letting them have a loan of batty for transplanting during this time 
of scarcity, agreed that the warehouse-keeper advance them twelve 
mudds provide the Portuguese receiver will oblige himself to see the 
same recovered at the gathering in the ensuing crop.® 

On the 4th October the Board observe : The scarcity of grain from 
all appearance being likely to continue in these parts, agreed that we 
give directions to our Resident at Onorto purchase 5000 hales of 
Champa rice at Mangalor ; and that by the first opportunity of our 
cruizers, we send them Rs. 10,000 to pay for the sanie.^ 

A Consultation of the 10th December 1731 records: An estimate 
of the produce of the Honourable Company's batty grounds in posses- 
sion of the Kunbis as well as of those under the direction of the 
overseer of the Oompany^s oarts made by the vereadores and mh^ta- 
ras of Bombay, is brought in by the under-receiver of the rents and 
revenues. Prom this estimate it appears that through want of rain 
last season the whole produce of the said batty grounds did amount 
to no more than 361 mudds 12 phards and 9 adholis^ which fall short 
of the usual toka or estimate paid by the Kunbis by 71 mudds 8 
^hardsmA. 17 adholis. The Kunbis plead that they have nothing 
to support themselves and families save tibe produce of those grounds 
by them manured and cultivated. They therefore request that we 
would grant them the same indulgence that has been always customary 
on such occasions when through want of rain the grounds have not 
produced the toka or quantity they are valued in. This indulgence we 
find on examination has been to accept of the moiety of the real produce 
of the lands granting the other half to the Kunhfe for their labour. 


J Pub. Diary 56 of 1770, 489 - 490. ® Tours, 10 ; Bom. Gov. Sel. XVI 

* Pub. Diary 3 of 1727-28, 135 - 136. * Fub. Diary S of 1727-28, 190. 
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This it is agreed to accept as we are convinced the said Knnbis through 
their extreme poverty cannot otherwise subsist, but must leave the 
island.^ 

A ConsuLlation o£ the 7th March 1735 records: Bead a petition 
from the Kunbis of the several villages of Parel, Bombay, and 
Mdhim, setting forth that the batty growing in those villages was 
blasted by which the quantity came far short of the usual produce of 
the grounds ; praying that the Honourable Company may bear their 
proportion of the loss. The vereadores having examined thereinto 
report it to be as follows : 

Batty 0i:oTiad8. ph. ad. 

Parel ... ... 46 3 U 

Yad41a ... 14 18 17 

Nagaoa ... ... *.* 1^ 21 13 

Sun ... ... ... 4 11 2 

Bombay ,,, ... *** ... 10 6 11 


Total 


89 11 17 


As it has always been customary in a bad year for the Honourable 
Company to make an abatement of the tokay it is agreed that half the 
above loss mudds 44-18-8 1 be on the Company's account. And it is 
ordered that, to that amount^ the receivers of the several districts 
deduct from the usual toka,^ 

A Consultation of the 10th April 1736 records: The Kunhis 
representing that the batty grounds last year (1735) produced 
considerably less than the usual toka and humbly requesting that the 
Honourable Company may bear their proportion of the loss, and the 
Yereadores having examined into the same, it appears by their report 




Cftterpillam 

1736, 


3 14 and sers 

13 as follows ; 

Mud. 

pb. 

ad. 

Parel 



... 59 

12 

2 

Vaddla 



... 18 

2 

16 

Buri 



... 4 

6 

13 

Kagaon 


... 

... ,27 

18 

13 

Coite 


I*.* 

... 17 

15 

3 

Mdtunga 


... 

... 4 

18 

2 

Bombay 



... 7 

16 

4 


Total 


139 14 13 


As it lias been always customary for the Honourable Company to 
bear their proportion of such loss, it is agreed that this indulgence be 
allowed the Kunbis, and the receiver is accordingly directed to 
deduct it out of the usual annual toka,^ 

At a Consultation of the 12th February 1737 the Board record : The 
vereadores and mhdterds of Bombay and M^him having enquired into 
the produce of the Honourable Company's batty grounds for the last 
year (1786) and made their report that the same falls 427 onudds 19 pK 
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15 a. and 1 short of the usual toia or estimate^ occasioned not only 
by the want of the latter rain^ but by the caterpillars getting to the 
roots and destroying great quantities of the batty. As both these 
causes of loss are notoriously known to be true^ and as it has ever 
been customary to relieve the Kunbis on these occasions^ it is agreed 
that the Honourable Company bear half the loss. It is accordingly 
directed that the receiver deduct one-half in his accounts when he 
gathers in the toka from the Knnhis/ 

At a Consultation of the 18th January 1738 the President acquaints 
the Board that having ordered the vereadors and mhatards to make 
enquiry into the produce of the Honourable Company's batty ground 
in tbe sundry villages in the district of M^himthe last year (17S7) 
they delivered him a report thereof which he now lays before the Board, 
By this it appears that instead of the usual toka of mudds 1 ph, 
19^ ad, which is esteemed half the produce of the said grounds in a good 
season, their real half produce the last year is no more than mudds 
lb ph, % ad. We are very sensible that the whole crop was entirely 
burnt up for want of rain and that the Kunbis are near ruined by 
the great loss they will sustain. It has ever been customary to relieve 
the Kunbis in a bad season by accepting half the real produce of the 
grounds in lieu of the toka, and it would fall particularly hard on 
them should we insist on their paying more now. It is therefore agreed 
that we accept half the real produce of the grounds, and directed the 
proper order be issued to the receiver.^ 

A Consultation of the 2nd January 1742 records : As it has been 
always customary, when they fall short of their usual produce, to relieve 
the Kunbis who cultivate the Honourable Company's batty grounds 
by receiving such part of the toka only as the vereadores and mhdt^r^s 
esteem reasonable; and as, by an estimation now (2nd January 1742) 
before us, the share appears to be no more than 49 pJi, and lO sers, 
it is agreed that the said account be sent to the Collector with an 
order to pay a due regard thereto.^ 

At a Consultation of the 11th February 1743 the Board observe: 
According to a custom that has hitherto beeu allowed of making an 
abatement in the toka or ordinary half produce of the &,tty 
grounds in case of a bad season, a signed account by the vereadores 
as usual on such occasions is presented in respect to certain parcels 
of ground lying in Bombay, the half produce or toka of which has 
been rated at mudds 13-23-l4f. But the last (1742) season being 
unkind, the said toka amount^ to no more than mudds 4-7 -14 ; 
whence the Kunbis who cultivated those grounds are, according to cus- 
tom, answerable for that quantity only. As allowances of this nature 
appear frequently on the registers the Board must accept the loss. 
At the same time, as it may not he proper to rely solely on the 
vereadores, it is directed that in future the Collector of the revenues, 
with such persons as he shall call to his assistance, accompany the 


1 Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-37, 26. * Fab. Diary 11 of 1737-38, IL 

» Fub. Mary 16 of 3 - 4* 
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vereadores, and view the crop while standing some little time before it 
is to be cut, and he with them report the condition thereof.^ 

On the 8th March they observe: As heretofore practised an account 
is presented signed by the vereadores showing the short produce of the 
Company's batty grounds in the district of Mahim. The toha or half 
produce which ought to be received in a good season is fixed at mudds 

450 -1-17-2-1; but by this account it will be no more than 

So large a deficiency had occasioned the President to enquire of 
such as were esteemed proper Judges and who were possessors of 
batty grounds, what they thought reasonable ; among whom one 
alleged half the established toha ought to be received and the rest in 
general agreed it ought to be three-fifths. As the vereadores are 
annually chosen by the inhabitants and sworn into office, it would 
seem harsh to reject their report delivered under the solemnness 
of an oath; therefore for the present it is admitted as hitherto. 
At the same time as, from the continuance of such a method, our 
Honourable Masters^ property can never be on any certainty, it is 
directed that the Collector of the revenues acquaint the Kunbis who 
now cultivate the Company’s batty grounds, that unless they engage 
to deliver in futnre the whole of the established to^caj the said grounds 
will be rented to others which probably may* be found preferable to 
the condition they are now let npon.^ 

A Consultation of the 16th January 1747 has the following ^ntry : 
The account, ^ Warehouse Kemaius,^ shows that the greatest part of the 
goods which were disposed of at the last sale are still uncleared. 
This failure to clear the goods is occasioned partly by the excessive 
dearness of grain all over the country partly by the want of forage on 
the road for the cattle that carry goods np-eountry which we hear 
was the sole obstacle to Niz^-ul-mulk^s army going this year towards 
Surat. It is agreed that the sale of the Honourable Companj^s goods 
noticed in the Consultation of the 23rd ultimo be deferred till the 23rd 
March next.^ 

On the 13th October 1747 tibe Board received the following letter 
from the Collector M r. Byfeld : For want of the latter rain towards 
the end of last season (174$) the deficiency in the crop of batty was so 
great as to render it impracticable for me to recover that old outstanding 
debt. As the present season (1747) has hitherto been very favourable 
with a prospect of a fine harvest, I have great hopes of reducing this 
debt considerably, having obliged the Kunbis to pass an obligation 
for the cleai'ance of it, in which they have mortgaged their houses and 
grounds for the due performance of the same. As the receiving money 
for what they were deficient of their last yearns toha prevented them 
getting further in debt, I humbly presume the same methods may be 
taken with them this season should they not be able to clear the same 
in species. All which is humbly submitted to your Honour.^ 

' At a Consultation of the March 1749 the Board order : Account 
delivered by ihe Collector of the rents and revenues show that the 


' Diary 16 of 1743, SA » t*ub. Diary 20 of 1747, 14. 

* Fub. Diary 16 of 1743, 66 • 67. ^ Pub. Diary 20 of 1747, 374. 
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badness o£ last yearns crop o£ batty had occasioned the Honourable 
Company's batty grounds to produce only 422 mtidds 6 fh, 
instead o£ 868 miiclds 2 fh, 8 act. 3 s. On which account the Kunbis 
reqiiest an abatement in their tohay wliieh^ as is usual on such occasions^ 
having been examined into by proper people^ is agreed to and directed 
that the Collector have an order to receive from the Kunbis only 
211 pmclds 3 p7^. instead of mudds 434-1 - 4}- 1| their stiinilated 
toka in favourable seasons.^ 

In 1750 Mr. Grose writes : The bulk of the land proprietors were 
Eoman Catholic Mestizos and Canarins. The first are a mixed breed of 
the natives and Portuguese ; the other purely aborigines of the 
country, converted to what the Portuguese call the faith. The other 
landowners were Moors Gentns and Parsis ; but these last are of 
moderner date, having since purchased on the island. The land is 
chiefly employed in cocoanut - groves or oartS;, rice - fields, and onion - 
grounds, which are reckoned of an excellent sort on this island. The 
cocoannt - groves or carts make the most considerable part of the 
landed property, being planted wherever the situation and soil arc 
favourable to them. When a number of these groves lie contiguous to 
each other, they form what is called The Woods, through wliieh there 
is a due space left for roads and pathways. They are also thick-set 
with houses and huts. They are, however, reckoned unwholesome for 
want of a free ventilation. The cultivation of the eoeoanut-tree is 
extremely easy, by means of channels conveying water to the roots, 
and by a manure laid round them. An owner of two hundred of these 
trees is reckoned to have a competency to subsist on.^ 

On the 2Sth October 1755 the Board read a petition from the farmers 
of the Honourable Company's villages, with one from the Kunbis 
setting forth their loss occasioned by the unusual drought, and praying 
relief. As any clause of this kind was purposely omitted in their 
several contracts at the time the villages were farmed to them, and as 
they were particularly acquainted that our Honourable Masters should 
not be subject to any such application, but that the farmers must reap 
the advantage or sufier the inconvenience resulting therefrom, and as on 
this account the farms were let out for the term of seven years, it is 
resolved that their petitions be rejected;^ 

About 1766 Mr. Forbes writes regarding Bombay supplies : From 
being situated only a few miles from the Maratha shores or still nearer 
the fertile island of Sdlsette the markets are daily^ supplied from thence 
with all the necessaries of life ; for so circumsciibed, so rocky, and so 
unequal is the sm’face of Bombay itself that in one yeai* it produces 
a sufficiency of grain to supply its population for six weeks only. 
Yet each spot that will admit of cultivation and is not occupied by 
houses is sown with rice or planted with cocoanut trees which in 
extensive woods lend their friendly shade to thousands of neat 
cottages and form delightful rides, impervious to a tropical sxm,^ 


^ Pub, Diary 2*2 of 1749, 73. ^ Grose’s Voyage to the East Indies, I, 45 • 48, 

^ Pnb, Diary 2S of 1755,t401. ■ ^ Forbes’ Oriental Memoirs, I, 22. 
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A Gonsnltation of the 1 5tli Novemlber 1775 records ; It has been 
represented to us that the inhabitants of Bandra refuse to cultivate 
vegetables as iisua]^ because the farmer insists upon receiving the 
same proportion thereof as h© does of battj. As this was never our 
intention, the Chief and factors must suffer him only to take the 
same consideration that was allowed by the inhabitants to the 
Maratha government (if any such there was) and the most public 
notice must, be given of this order in the Bandra district^ that the 
Korumbis (Kunbis) may as formerly be encouraged to cultivate 
vegetables so essentially necessary to the inhabitants of this island,^ 

Of the great famine of 180S Mr. Forbes writes in his Oriental 
Memoirs : What infinite advantage, what incalculable benefits must 
accrue from a wise and liberal administration over those extensive 
realms which now form a part of the British Empire, is not for me to 
discuss. What immense good was done by the wise policy of the Bom- 
bay Government alone during a late famine we learn from the address 
of Sir James Mackintosh to the Grand Jury of that island in 1804. 
No other language than his own can be adopted on this interesting 
subject. It indirectly points out the object I have often mentioned : 
The amelioration of the natives of India by the introduction of religion 
laws art science and civilization in their best and most comprehensive 
sense. This upright and able Magistrate, after descanting’ upon famine 
in general, enters into the particulars of that in the Konkan occasioned 
by a partial failure of the periodical rains in 1802 and from a more 
complete failure in 1803, from whence, he says : A famine has 
arisen in the adjoining provinces of India, especially in the Maratha 
territories, which I shall not attempt to describe and which I believe 
no man can truly represent to the European public without the hazard 
of being charged with extravagant and incredible fiction. Some of 
you have seen its ravages. All of you have heard accounts of them 
from accurate observers. I have only seen the fugitives who have fled 
before it and have fouud an asylum in this island. But even I have 
seen enough to be convinced that it is diflieult to overcharge a picture 
of Indian desolation, I shall now state from authentic documents 
what has been done to save these territories from the miserable condition 
of the neighbouring country. JFrom the 1st of September 1808 to 
the present time, October 18U4, there have been imported or purchased 
by Government 414,000 bags of rice and there remain 180,000 bags 
eonti-acted for which are yet to arrive ; forming an aggregate of nearly 
600,000 bags and amounting to the value of 50 hiklis of rupees or 
£600,000 sterling. During the same time there have been imported 
by private merchants 480, OuO bags of rice, making in all an importation 
of a million of bags and amounting in value to one inillion pounds 
sterling. The effects of this importation on the population of our 
territories it is not very difficult to estimate. The population of 
Bombay, S^lsetto, Karanja, and of the City of Surat I designedly 
underestimate at 400, OuO. I am entitled to presume that if they had 
continued subject to native governments they would have shai’ed the 
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fate of the neigliBouring provinces whicli still are so subject. I shall 
not be suspected of any tendency towards exaggeration by any man 
who is acquainted with the state of the opposite continent when I say 
that in such a ease an eighth of that population must have perished. 
50^000 human beings have therefore been saved from death in its most 
miserable form by the existence of a British Government in this island. 

I conceive myself entitled to take credit for the whole benefits of the 
importation for that which was imported by private merchants as well 
as for that which was directly imported by the Government^ seeing that, 
except for the British Government, the commercial capital and credit 
would not have existed by which the private importation was effected. 
The next particular which I have to state relates to those unhappy re- 
fugees who have found their way into our territory. From the month of 
March to the present month of October, such of them as could labour 
have been employed in useful public works and have been fed by Govern- 
ment. The monthly average of these persons since March is 9125 in 
Bombay, 3162 in Sllsette, and in Surat a considerable number though 
from that city I have seen no exact returns. But many of these miser- 
able beings are, on their arrival here, wholly unable to earn their subsistence 
by any the most moderate labour. They expire on the road before they 
can be discovered by the agents of our cnarity. They expire in the very 
act of being carried to the place where they are to receive relief. To 
obviate or at least to mitigate these dreadful evils a Humane Hospital 
was established by Government for the relief of those immigrants who 
were unable to labour. The monthly avei'age of those who have been 
received since March into this hospital is 103(3 in Bombay, about 100 in 
Salsette, and probably 300 at Surat, I myself visited tliis hospital in 
company with my excellent friend Dr. Scott, and I witnessed a scene 
of which the impression will never be effaced from my mind. The average 
monthly mortality of the establishment is dreadful ; it amounts to 480. 
At first sight this would seem to argue some monstrous defects in the 
plan or management of the institution. And if there were great defects 
in so new an establishment, hastily provided against so unexampled an 
evil, those who are accustomed to make due allowance for human frailty 
would find more to lament than to blame in such defects. But when 
it is considered that almost all these deaths occur in the first fonr or 
five days after admission and that scarcely any disease has been observed 
among the patients but the direct effects of famine, we shall probably 
view the mortality as a proof of the deplorable state of the patients 
rather than of any defects in the hospital, and instead of making the 
hospital answerable for the deaths we shall deem it entitled to credit 
the life of every single survivor. Those who know me will need no 
assurances that I have not made these observations from a motive so 
unworthy of my station and my character as that of paying court to 
any Government. I am actuated by far other motives. I believe that 
knowledge on subjects so important cannot be too widely promulgated. 
I believe if every Government on earth were hound to give an annual 
account before an audience whom they respected and who knew the 
facts, of what they had done during the year for improving the condi- 
tion of their subjects, that this single and apparently slight circum- 
stance wmuld better the situation of aU mankindt And I am desirous if 
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my British Government in India should ever in similar calamitous 
circumstances forget its most important and sacred duties^ that this 
example should he recorded for their reproach and disgrace. Upon the 
whole I am sure that I consaderahly understate the fact in saying that 
the British Government in this island has saved the lives of 100^000 
persons, and what is more important that it has prevented the greater 
part of the misery through which they must have passed before they 
found refuge in death ; besides the misery of all those who loved them 
or who depended upon their eared 


^ Forbes’ Oriental Memoirs, 290- 2 
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Section III.— Population. 

In 1661 tlie total popnlation of Bombay was estimated at 10^000 Chapter IX. 
and in 1715 at about 16^000. At tlie end of the next fifty years (1764) 
the total had increased to GO^OOO.-*- In 1780 the result of the inqnmes 
of a Committee on the high price of grain was a preliminary return of fr 
47,170^ of whom 13^726 lived in Mahim and 33^444 lived in Bombay.^ ^ 

The details were : Miahitants, 1780 . 


JDistnct. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Slaves. 

Total. 

Bombay 

10,221 

11,174 

4544 

189 

( 26,128 

1 7316 

Mribim 

4353 

; 5146 

3985 

242 

1 13,736 

Total ... 

14,574 

; 10,320 

8529 

431 

1 47,170 


As this total appeared to the Committee to be far short of the actuals, 
and as it vras shown that no sepoys^ labourers, or others from the adja- 
cent countries were inserted in the total, the vereadores were asked to 
what in their opinion the whole number of inhabitants and others 
amounted. They replied that the least which ought to be reckoned for 
the district of Bombay was 100,000. The Mahim return of 13,726 
they imagined to be pretty just. The caste details, exclusive of labour- 
ers and non-residents, were : 


Bombay Castes^ 1780. 


No. 

Caste. 

Men. 

Women, 

Child. 

ren. 

Slaves 

Total. 

1 

Ruffvedi Brahmans 


40 

42 

46 

19 

147 

2 

Pal'she do. 


60 

67 

49 

13 

189 

3 

Gujarati do. 


73 

42 

31 

... 

145 

4 

Shenvi do. 


140 

175 

94 

... 

409 

5 

Parbhus 


380 

436 

202 

101 

1119 

6 

Goldsmiths ... 

.... 

316 

224 

48 

... 

588 

! 7 

Banlnns 


723 

522 

255 

.*> 

1499 


Coppersmiths 


145 

160 

68 

19 

892 

1 9 

Weavers 

.itt 

151 

172 

90 

22 

435 

i 10 

Bhansalis 


104 

109 

98 

... 

311 

1 11 

Carpenters ... 


125 

168 

71 

7 

371 

1 13 

Pfinch Kalshis 


484 

560 

140 

... 

1184 

^ 13 

Chan Kalshis 


86 

104 

38 


228 

1 14 

Bhfitias 


108 

74 

84 

... 

266 

! 15 

Pfirsis 


1583 

1308 

196 

... 

3087 

! TO 

Ironsmitbs ... 


48 

53 

34 

... 

135 

17 

Bhandads 

T-- 

677 

820 

367 


1864 

18 

Tailors 


22S 

234 

184 

8 

654 

19 

S\veetmeat*makers 

... 

9 

1 

■ 2 

... 

IS 

20 

Td5,ra Kuiibis 


45 

61 

24 

... 

130 

21 

Kunbis 


50 

67 

27 

.4. 

244 

22 ! 

Kilme (Kimkar) Kunbis ... 

19 

22 

17 

... 

58 

23 

Surat Kunbis 

fir ■ 

22 

10 

7 

4*. ' 

39 

24 

Turners 

Iit' ' 

38 

40 

19 

«•» 

97 

25 

Mat-makers 

.. 

61 

45 

16 

... 

112 

26 

Tariafs of Surat(FerrTmen?) 

17 

9 

4 


30 

27 , 

Tarids of Bombay ( 

« .) 

13 

11 

8 


32 

28 

Moormen 


3035 

8953 

1347 

■ 

8335 

29!' 

Coolies of Bombay 
and M^izg-aon 

Tanker 

\ 1089 

1417 

808 


3314 

30 

Oil-makers ... 


115 

78 

67 

... 

260 

31 

GolS-s 


36 

85 

31 

... 

102 

32 1 

Pot-makers ... 


62 

51 

37 

... 

160 

33 

Barbers 


88 

41 

20 

... 

149 

34 

Christians 


“*G3 



... 

6960 

36 

Shoe-makers ... 

t» 

*‘57 

25 1 

' ... i 

145 

30 

Washermen ... 

' . ... 

... 

... 


. 

356 


Total ... 

10,221 ' 

11,174 

'4544 j 

189 

33,444 


^Historical Account of Bombay (1781), 6 and Bicbanl Golbbe’s Account of 
Ohiirch at Bombay (176t)), 22 - 23. 

s Bom. Gov. Con-sultation lothDec. 1780, l>ub. 77 of 4780, 567 « 570. 
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The corresponding details of the 13,726 people of Mdhim were ; 

Mdhim Castes, 1780. 


Rngvedi Brdhmans 
Palshe do. 

Gujarati do. 

ShenYis and Cliittis <Ch 

pd,vans) 

Purvoes (Parbhus) „» 

Goldsmiths 

Banians 

Bhansa?lis 

Coppersmiths 
Painch Kalshis ot Parel 
Agri Kunbis 
Kunbis of Ni^gaon 
Sion Coolies 
Kunbis of Matimga 
Md,him Pfiiich Kalshis 
Kunbis of Sion 
Agris of Thdkurvddi Colt 
Bhoivddi Kunbis 
Mfibim Sattas Coolies 
Mahim Bh and air is ... 
Kunbis of Siwri 
Kunbis of Vadalla ... 
Bhandaris of Miltunga 
Carpenters of Muhiin 
Barbers 

Kunbis of Khar 
Siwri Coolies 
Dhdravi Coolies 
Sion Bhandaris 
Kilmekara 
Chau Kalshis 

Weavers 

Kunbis of Bamnauli 
Bhanddris of Mahim 

Washermen 

Warli Pafnch Kalshis 

Tailors 

i Kitta Bhandaris 
' BhS,ti§,s ... .%• 

f Moormen (see 49 Mow) 
Moorish Weavers ... 

Maguellas 

Wool-makers 
Moery Coolies 
\ Warli Coolies Pj^nkars 
> Do. Thalkars 
^ Turners 

} Shoe-makers 

) Moormen (see 40 above) 
) Bhandafris Kdte Kamle 
L Washermen of Parel 
I Christians * 


Men. Women. - 


Boys. Girls. Boys. Girls. 


35 30 

10 ... 
4 9 

726 74 


Fort Population, 
1313 . 


Bdndra 

Brdhmans, 

1 ( 577 . 


According to the 1813 survey the total population within the Port 
was 10,801, of whom 260 were English, 6464 P4rsis, 4061 Hindus 775 
Moors, 146 Portuguese, and 105 Armenians.^ " 

Among the earliest additions to the population of Bombay after its 
transfer to the English were certain Brahmans from Bdndra. Of 
their settlement on the island Mr. Anderson writes : Prom one part 
of the Portuguese illiberal system, the Government of Bombay 
reaped considerable benefit. 'Brfihmans whose services were of much 
value, lived at B4ndra in constant fear that when they died their 


Buns. Oov* Surv^ Ecoord ,5 of 1813, 87. 
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children would be seized by the priests and baptised* Many of them 
therefore escaped to Bombay. Of those who remained in Bandra^ 
some built houses in Bombay where they left their wives and children 
as in places of security.^ 

At a Consultation of the 24th January 1785 the President ac- 
quaints the Board that sundry disputes have of late subsisted in the 
caste of Purvoes originating in a complaint formerly made against 
Trimbak Raghoji Purvoe at Mahim. This complaint was referred to 
the examination of the caste ; and a report being made in the usual 
manner, was confirmed by him as Governor the 2nd of last month. 
Notwithstanding his decision, a party of the said easte, who are sup- 
ported principally by one Bhclskar Purshotam and Nile Dadaji, have 
in defiance of his authority endeavoured to disturb the peace. In order 
to put a stop to their disputes the President recommends that some 
steps be taken to convince these people how much we disapprove of 
their conduct. The Board in consequence resolve that, as Nile 
Dddaji and Bliaskar Purshotam are men of bad character and very 
troublesome amongst the caste, they be turned off this island and 
never suffered to return hither again. Also that Bdbu Gamb^Ji and 
Bdla Binaji who have been very forward in these disputes be fined 
the sum of Rs. 100 each ; and that 104 other Purvoes who Joined in 
signing a pai)er purporting to Trimbak^s expulsion from the caste, 
be fined the sum of Rs. 50 each These sums when collected to be 
appropriated to defray the expense of repairing the roads and paid 
into the proper office for that purpose. The Secretary is directed to 
have a proper warrant drawn out to be signed by us authorizing the 
Sheriff to carry these orders into execution. Resolved, in order to 
prevent disputes of this nature in future, that no Purvoe do make a 
wedding from this time on this island without he previously invites 
the wffiole caste according to ancient custom, which must be made 
known by publication.^ 

On the 13th April 1()87 the Deputy Governor Sir J. 'Wyhorne and 
Council at Bombay write to His Excellency and Council at Surat : 
Since our last there has happened a business of ill consequence. The 
Portuguese Padre of Bombay by name Erea John de Gloria did in his 
OAvn parish church christen or receive into the society of the Romish 
religion one Nathannel Thorpe, son to Lieutenant Thorpe deceased. The 
Padre of his own accord came to the Deputy Governor to beg his 
pardon for making a Roman Catholic Christian, But withal confessed 
that the said Thorpe did come to him to be made a Christian several 
times before he did it. Upon hearing the same the said Thorpe when 
apprehended by the Deputy Governor and brought to examination, 
confessed that the said Padre did tell him it was much better for the 
good of his soul to live in the Roman Catholic religion than to live 
in the English Church, with many other circumstances and arguments 
to draw him from his natural obedience to his King and religion. 


' ^ Anderson^s English in Western India* B6. 

^ ® Pab. Diary 85 of 1785, 67 • 68. Comp, of Standing Ord* Vol. 2 of 1769 • 1786, 182* 
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This by several statutes is made high treason, namely : The 23rd year of 
Elizabeth and the first chapter; The 3rd of James and chapter the 
4th largely treats of the same, and many more lay down the heinons- 
ness of the crime j By all it is judged high treason for any one to 
persuade or withdraw any subjects from their obedience to their Eing 
or to reconcile them to the Pope or to draw them to the Eomish 
religion for that intent, or move them to promise obedience to any 
other state, or to procure council or aid them that do it, is treason. N ow 
may it please your Excellency, this being a weighty thing to be consider- 
ed and much more to be suffered, we have legally apprehended the said 
Padre who is now in safe custody until your Excellency further orders 
about him. We presume your Excellency will have the matter stated 
according to the canons of the Church by our Padres here, and remit 
the same by this conveyance. The Padre was committed prisoner to 
the county jail in the bazar by Judge Vauxe on 11th instant (April 
1687) and laid in the room where Thorhorn -was. And yesterday by 
the earnest intercession of the Padie of Mahim and a strange Padre, 
the Deputy Governor Mr. Stanley and Mr. Jessop ordered him to be 
removed from the common jail to his own parish church where he is 
confined with a guard over him to see that he do not escape nor act 
in the church until your Excellency's pleasure be known what shall 
be done in this matter.^ 

At a Consultation of the 19th January 1733 the President received the 
following memorial of Peter of Alcantara, Bishop of Areopolis in Asia 
Minor and Apostolical Yicar of the Moghal emxhre of the kingdoms 
ofidalchan (Bijapur) and Golconda, and the island of Bombay: The 
underwritten Peter of Alcantara humbly represents that whereas the 
Honourable Company did in the year 1718 for certain reasons and 
motives^ invite and admit to the spiritual government of the four 
Eoman Catholic churches of this island of Bombay, the Bight Beverend 
Maurice of Santa Theresa, Apostolical Vicar of the Moghal empire, the 
kingdoms of Golconda and Idalchan, and the island of Bombay, 
Bishop of Anastasia of the -Carmelite order, now with God, at the 
same time giving and granting him permission to ordain depute and 
appoint parochial missionaries of his order subordinate to his juris- 
. diction, for the administration of the said churches and the spiritual 
care of the Christian souls committed to their charge, confirming to him 
a free undisturbed public exercise of his religion, as theretofore with 
liberty to erect and build within the city an episcopal house and 
chapel which he did. In return the said Lord Bishop and Apostolical 
Vicar, together with the missionaries to him subordinate, in the name 
of themselves and successors did take a formal and solemn oath of 


* Sec. Ont. L. B, 4 of 1677 ” 1687, 66, 76 - 77. ForxesVs Home Series, 1. 157 > 158. 

^ The reasons and motives were to ooanterbalance the power of the Portuguese 
Jesuits between whom and the Bombay Government a straggle which lasted several 
years was then in progress. In this connection in a Despatch of the 21st February 
the Court had written to Bombay that to prevent the Portuguese priests having too 
great influence in Bombay* ecclesiastics of different orders should be encouraged and 
rewarded. Comp, of Standing Ord, Yob 1 of 1715 - 1721, 188. 
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perpetual allegianee and fidelity to the ciwii of Great Britaiii and 
respectively to the Honourable Company^ obliging themselves farther 
to a vigilant and exact ins|)eetion and care of the 6000 Eoman 
Catholic subjects of this island. This oath^ which was taken subject to 
the niaintenance of the liberties and immunities of their religion as 
stipulated for by and between the crowns of Great Britain and Por- 
tngal on the cession of this island by the Portuguese to the British^ 
inculcated and enforced on the Roman Catholic subjects an exact 
and unalterable obedience to your Plonours Government. In eon- 
sidoratioii of this agreement the Honourable Company did approve and 
admit of the establishment of the said Bishop; and towards the 
support of his dignity and character, otherwise slenderly provided for 
by the church reventies, and to enable him in the prosecution and 
discharge of his episcopal function, was pleased to confer on him a 
monthly stipend or exhibition of Es. 40. Tliis stipend was regularly 
paid him during his lifethne until the 14th May 17^6^ when he died. 
Upon the demise of the Eight Reverend Maurice, his seat becoming 
vacant, this Peter of Alcantara of the said Carmelite order \ms nominated 
by a Bull express from Rome to succeed him here. By virtue of this 
Bull this Peter was consecrated by the title of Bishop of Areopolis and 
as such had the happiness to be admitted and recognized by your PJononr 
under the same obligation of fidelity and gnaranteeship for his parishioners 
and the whole body of Roman Catholics on this island. The said Peter 
of Alcantara therefore represents to your Honour that, in considera- 
tion of the church funds being through poverty incapable of affording a 
contribution equal to themamtenaneeof his dignity and office, he hopes, 
through their favour and goodness, the Honourable Company will be 
pleased to allow him from the day of his admission (the 18th January 
1783, N. S.) the said monthly stipend and appointment of Rs. 40 which 
his predecessor formerl 3 ^enjo 3 ^ed. This stipend will enable him in some 
measure to establish and support himself on this island on the same 
footing as his predecessor and in a station where it will he his constant 
endeavour to exert and approve himself as well a faithful subject as a 
vigilant guardian and guarantee of the loyalty and allegiance of all 
the Roman Catholics of this island to the crown of Great Britain and 
inclusively to the Honoiu'able Company whom God preserve and have 
in his holy guard and protection. After consideration the Board 
agree that the memorial of the Reverend Peter de Alcantara be pre- 
sented to our Honourable Masters in our advices now preparing to l,)e 
sent home.-*- 

A Consultation of the llth June 1745 records: The small stock 
raised for the church by appropriating the balance of the half per cent 
customs duty after the hospital was finished, on the close of our books 
in July 1733, and the continuance of the duty during the year following*, 
was such that the interest thereof defrayed the ordinary church repairs 
and charges. At a vestry held on tlie 12th June 1738, as he w^as 
hitherto not provided with any decent or suitable lodging, it was thought 
proper, at the minister's request, to purchase a small house adjoining 


mh Diaiy 5 of' 1732-33, 18, 2i-'23. 
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the church for his use. This sum and what has since been laid out by 
another vestry in building a steeple have not only consumed the capital, 
but so exceeded the calculate that the church is now indebted in the sum 
of Es. 1307-2-51^ to the estate of Mr. Morley then laud paymaster and 
warden. The ordinary charges and necessary repairs that the faliric 
may require admitting of no delay it is agreed that for the present tlie 
same be undertaken on the Honourable Company's aecoiiut under 
strict orders that all possible frugality be used and be liable to our own 
management. We doubt not to bring the whole charges within the 
comj)ass of Es. 50 a months though it has hitherto exceeded double the 
sum exclusive of the purchase and the (steeple?) above mentioned. The 
Board esteem this method better than again appropriating the half per 
cent duty, which may again by a future vestry be mismanaged, and 
bring us into the same dilemma. It is therefore hoped an expense of 
this kind will not be disapproved by the Honourable Company.-^ 

A Consultation of 4th October 1748 has the following entry : There 
being some reason to apprehend that there is a Romish priest at 
Tellieherry who wants to come hither to take np his residence on this 
island in quality of a Bishop, it is agreed that the Chief and Factors be 
ordered peremptorily to refuse him a passage on any of our ships till 
they have orders from us to the contrary. In ease at any time any 
Eomish priest should want to touch here for proceeding elsewhere they 
are to permit thereof if they think proper.^ 

In a letter of the 6th March 1750 the Court appointed the Reverend 
Mr. Richard Dixie to be their Chaplain at Bombay, on the usual terms 
and appointments.^ 

The Bombay Diary of the 27th January 1751 has the follo^ving : The 
Chief and Factors at Tellieherry have sent Ensign John Eoloffstas to 
Anjengo to relieve Ensign Edgerton, because Ensign Eclgerton and his 
Captain- Lieutenant are both staunch Roman Catholics, and therefore not 
fit to be trusted with an out-fort. They therefore thought it best to 
separate them which, they hope, will be approved.^ 

The next day, the 28th of January, the Board approves of the action 
taken by Tellieherry. They add : As we have at present but very few 
subaltern officers, agreed that we repeat our request to the Honourable 
Company for a further supply by the first opportunity.^ 

In their letter of the 5th April 1754 the Court write : The interest 
of the Company depends so much upon the integrity frugality and 
decent behaviour of our servants in general, that it is incumbent upon 
us not only to intimate the same to you, but also to enforce it by our 
commands. This we now do as we have done to our other Presidencies 
by directing that, unless prevented by sickness or some other reasonable 
cause, the Governor and Council and the rest of our servants both 
civil and military do constantly and regularly attend divine worship at 
church every Sunday, and that all the common soldiers likewise who 



J Pab. Diary 18 of 1744-45, 182, 2 Diary 21 of 1748, 310. 

® Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters VoL 3 of 1742-1751, 262. 

* Pub. Diary 24 of 1761, 32, o Pub. Diary 24 of 1761, 34. 
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are noton duty or prevented by sickness be also obliged to attend. 
That the Governor and Council do carefully attend to the morals and 
manner of life of all our servants in general, and x’eprove and adiiiomsh 
tliem when and wherever reproof shall be found necessary. That, so 
far as their several stations will allow of it, all our superior servants do 
avoid an expensive manner of living and consider that as the represen- 
tatives of a body of merchants a decent frugality will be niueli more in 
character. That you take particular care that our younger servants do 
not launch into expenses beyond their incomes especially upon their 
first arrival. We lay it down as a standing and positive command 
that^ during the term of his writership, no writer be allowed to keep a 
palanquin horse or chaise. We are sensible that altlioiigh this last 
|}rohibition is necessary at all our settlements, we have little occasion 
to blame any of our servants for such a piece of extravagance at your 
Presidency. That you set apart one day in every quarter of a year, 
and oftener if you find it necessary, to enquire into the general eonduet 
and behavionr of all our servants below the Council, and enter the 
result thereof in your diary for our observation. We do not think it 
necessary to give such a direction with regard to our servants in 
Council, because we are and always can be well acquainted with their 
characters without a formal enquiry.^ 

A Consultation of the 29 ill July 1760 records : The Portuguese 
church being considerably within 400 yards of the town wall and 
some of the walls being four feet thick and built of chunam and stone, 
we ai^e sensible it would prove of the utmost ill consequence to the 
defence of this place if attacked by a European enemy. The principal 
Engineer is therefore directed as soon as possible to give the Padres 
belonging to the church, notice of our intention to have it pulled down. 
It is further agreed that the pxincipal Engineer set about pulling 
down the said church and pitching on a proper place to which the 
materials may be remo ved and the church rebuilt. On our orders being 
carried into execution, tlie new fortification paymaster is ordered to pay 
to the proprietors the valuation of the eliureh, as made by Captain 
Hugh Cameron clerk of the works in 1755.^ 

A week later, 5th August 1760, the Board read a petition from the 
three Padres belonging to the Portuguese church setting forth that 
they are ready to comply with our orders for pulling it down, but are 
in want of workmen and of a proper place for rebuilding the church. 
The President acquaints us that, as there are no other people to spare, 
he has ordered the Padres to get the Christian militia. This order the 
Secretary is directed to repeat and order Major Eraser to set the militia 
about the work, and the Collector together with the principal Engineer 
are appointed to pitch on a fiit spot for rebuilding the church.^ 

Three days later, on the 8th August (1760), the Board read a report 
from the Collector and principal Engineer in reply to our orders for 
pitching on a proper spot for rebuilding the Portuguese church and 


^ Court to Bombay 5th April 1754 paras 119-125^ Bub. Pep. Court’s Letters Vol. 4 of 
1752-l75iK 171. 

2 Pub, Diary 35 of 1760, 563. » Pub. Diary 35 of 1760, 592. 
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oLliging the fazanddrs to part with their spare groiiiul to se^'eral 
iDliabitants to rebuild their, houses. Agreed in eonseqiienee o£ their 
proposal about the former that the President euqixive of the ownc.r of 
the Uniarkhacli house on what terms he is willing to dispose of it. 
And in ease Ahraham Bava proprietor of the oa.i‘t Kolbliat does in.d- 
choose to permit of houses being built therein for the inbahitaiiis on 
the proposed terms, the Collector is directed to give one of the 
Honourable Company's oarts in exchange for Kolbliat. Tlie Secretary 
is directed likewise to issue orders to the proprietors of the above 
mentioned cart and the cart Dasaudi requiring them to permit of the 
principal Engineer lining them out for rebuilding as many houses for 
the inhabitants as they will contain.-^ 

Two weeks later^ on the 32nd August 1760, the Board read a letter 
from the Portuguese Padres requesting that the valuation of the church 
at Bombay may be paid them to enable them to defray the charge of 
pulling it down and building it on a spot of ground they have now 
secured. Ordered, 22nd August 1760, that the new fortification 
paymaster advance them from time to time as far as Hs. 400 0 on 
account of the valuation.^ 

At a Consultation on the 2nd September 1760, the President informs 
us that having lately ordered a valuation of the Portuguese church, it 
has been estimated at Rs. 18,675-3-95 or Rs. 7565-3-75 less than was 
computed by Captain Hugh Cameron in 1755, the decrease is chiefly 
owing to Captain Cameron having allowed for the church wall 
according to its present thickness of four feet, whereas 2-^ feet are 
sufiieient for the new church. This is approved.*" 

At a Consultation of the 25th November 1760 the Board read a 
petition from Manoel Baretto setiing forth that his oart which is 
appropriated for rebuilding the Portuguese church has been valued by 
the vereadores of Bombay at Rs. 1019 and that the Honourable 
Company-^s Mahim oarts Beliauri and Bombdla have been valued by 
the vereadores at Rs. 988. He therefore prays that the said Beliauri 
and Bomhila oarts may he delivered in exchange for his. With this 
the Collector is ordered to comply and to charge the proprietors of 
the church the intrinsic value of the said oarts belonging to the 
Honourable Company.^ 

Three days later, 28th November, the following entry is recorded : 
The Romish priests requesting a further advance on. account of the 
valuation of their church, the new fortification paymaster is directed to 
advance them Rs. 4000.^ 

A Consultation of the 5th December 1760 records: Resolved that 
the proprietors of the Portuguese church lately pulled down be charged 
for the oarts assigned Manoel Baretto in lieu for his appropriated for 
rebuilding the church on, the sum at which Manoel Barotto's oart has 
been valued by the vereadores.® 


* Pub. Diary 35 of 1760, 621 « 622. 
» Pub. Diary 35 of 1760, 665, 

^ Pub, Diary 35 of 1760, 920, 


3 Pub. Diary 35 of 1760, 643 ‘•644 
■* Pub. Diary 35 of 1760, <)08. 
*’Pub. Diary 86 of 1760, 042, 
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Oil the 6tli May 1761 the Court write: There arc now three 
Chaplains at and under your Presideneyj namely one at Bombay, one 
iit Siiratj and one at Tellicherry, This number is not to be exceeded 
%vithoiit our leave. It is our pleasure that, unless on very urgent eases 
and extraordinary recommendations, when vacancies hapj)en we are to 
be informed thereof in order for our filling them ourselves with 
gentlemen to be sent from hence d 

At a Consultation of the 12th August 176S the Board record: It 
being absolutely necessary to enlarge the pews in the church on 
account of the greater number of military and marine officers now in 
the service, the land paymaster is ordered to cause the sa,ine to he put in 
execution in such manner as the chaplain with the approbation of tlie 
Brosidcnt may think proper. When^ completed the pews are to be 
allotted for the accommodation of the different gentlemen in the manner 
undermentioned in which a consistent regard is paid to the original 
plan observed in allotting them in .... . and to which a strict otedience 
must be enjoined. None but members of the Board, the superintendent 
(as such), and the commanding officer for the time being if a field 
officer, to sit in the pew allotted for the Gouneil. All the Company's 
covenant servants under Council, except such as are members of the 
jMayor'^s Court who are to occupy the pew allotted for the Court, with 
the principal surgeons of the hospital are to sit in the pew adjoining 
to that of the members of the Board. The pew hitherto occupied by 
the infantry and artillery officers is still to be for their use together 
with the two j)ews heretofore occupied by the writers and immediately 
below the last mentioned pew. The two pews opposite to that of the 
Company’s servants are to be made into one and are to be occupied by 
Captains of the Honourable Company's oruizers, and of Europe and 
country ships, free merchants, supra cargoes and others not in the 
Honourable Company '’s service. The two immediately behind these are 
intended for the oflicers and surgeons of eruizers and Europe and country 
ships. The pew hitherto occupied by the Mayor’s Court to be still 
reserved for their sole use and all other pews not here mentioned, must 
remain as heretofore. Directed therefore that an order be sent to the 
Chaplain accordingly.” 

On the 8th March 1769 the Board observe: Mr. Boddam as church 
warder makes a tender of Rs. 13,130-3-19 belonging to the church- 
stock to be lodged at interest in the treasury. Ordered that the same 
be received accordingly and a bond passed for the amount payable in 
twelve months.^ 

At a Consultation of the 3rd July 1770 the Board read a petition 
from Padre Erancisco Xavier complaining of his having been superseded 
in the Vicarage General of this island at the instigation of the President. 
The President thereupon observes to the Board that ever since the 
appointment of the said Padre Xavier to the post of Vicar General on 
this island which happened some months ago, he has been almost con- 

^ Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 5 of 1767 -1761, 39L 

2 Pub, Diary 51 of 1763, 44:3«4:4L f Pub, Diary 53 of 1763, 873, 
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oUigiiig the fazaiiclars to part with their spare gromid to several 
inhabitants to rebuild their, houses. Agreed in consequence of their 
proposal about the former that the President enquire of the owner of 
the Umarkhadi house on what terms he is willing to dispose of it. 
And in ease Abraham Bava proprietor of the oart Kolljliat does lu.d 
choose to permit of houses being built therein for the inlialiitaiits on 
the proposed terms, the Collector is directed to give one of the 
Honourable Company's oarts in exchange for KolUiat. The Secretary 
is directed likewise to issue orders to the pro|)rietors of the above 
mentioned oait and the cart Dasaudi .requiring them to permit of the 
principal Engineer lining them out for rebuilding as many houses for 

the inliabitaiits as they will contain.b ^ ^ 

Two weeks later^ on the BEnd August 1760, the Board, read a letter 
from the Portuguese Padres requesting that the valuation of the church 
at Bombay may be paid them to enahle them to defray the cliarge of 
pulling it down and building it on a spot of ground they have now 
secured. Ordered, 2t;nd August 1760, that the new fortification 
paymaster advance them from time to time as far as £s. 4000 on 
account of the valuation.- 

At a Consultation on the 2nd September 1760; the President informs 
us that having lately ordered a valuation of the Portuguese ehiireh, it 
has been estimated at Rs, 18,675-3-95 or Es. 7565-3-75 less than was 
computed by Captain Hugh Cameron in 1755, the decrease is chiefly 
owing to Captain Cameron having allowed for the church wall 
according to its present thickness of four feet, whereas 2^ feet are 
sufildent for the new church. This is approved.^ 

At a Consultation of the 25th November 1760 the Board read a 
petition from Manoel Baretto setting forth that his cart which is 
appropriated for rebuilding the Portuguese church has been valued by 
the vereadores of Bombay at Rs. 1019 and that the Honourable 
Cornpany'^s Mahim oarts Beliauri and Bombdla have been valued by 
the vereadores at Es. 988. He therefore prays that the said Beliauri 
and Bombila oarts may be delivered in exciange for his. With this 
the Collector is ordered to comply and to charge the proprietors of 
the church the intrinsic value of the said oa'rts belonging to the 
Honourable Company,*^ 

Three days later, 28th November, the following entry is recorded : 
The Romish priests requesting a further advance on . aeeount of the 
valuation of their chui'ch, the new fortification paymaster is directed to 
advance them Rs. 4000/ 


A Consultation of the 5th December 1760 records : Resolved that 
the proprietors of the Portuguese church lately pulled down be charged 
for the oarts assigned Manoel Baretto in heu for his appropriated ^for 
rebuilding the church on, the sum at %vhich Manoel Baretto^s oart 1ms 
been valued by the vereadores/ 


^ Pub. Diary of J760, 621-6^2. 

* Fiib. Diary 35 of 1750, 665, 

* Ptib, Dkry 85 of 1760, 92 ^. 
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On tlie 6 til May 1761 the Court write : There are now three 
Cliaplains at and under your Fresidencyj namely one at Bombay^ one 
at Siirat^ and one at Telliclierry, This number is not to be exceeded 
without our leave. It is our pleasure that^ unless on very urgent cases 
and extraordinary reeoiiimendations, when vacancies happen we are to 
be mformed thereof in order for our filling them ourselves with 
gentlemen to be sent from lienee.-^ 

At a Consultation of the 12th August 1768 the Board record: It 
behig absolutely necessary to enlarge the pews in the church on 
account of the greater number of military and marine officers now in 
the service, the land paymaster is ordered to cause the same to be put in 
execution in such manner as the chaplain with the approbation of the 
President may think proper. When* completed the pews are to be 
allotted for the accommodation of the different gentlemen in the manner 
undermentioned in which a consistent regard is paid to the original 
pla.n observed in allotting them in , . and to which a strict obedience 
must be enjoined. None but members of the Board, the superintendent 
(as such), and the commanding officer for the time being if a field 
officer, to sit in the pew allotted for the Council. All the Company's 
covenant servants under Council, except such as are members of the 
MayoPs Court who are to occupy the pew allotted for the Court, with 
the principal surgeons of the hospital are to sit in the pew adjoining 
to that of the members of the Board. The pew hitherto occupied by 
the infantry and artillery offieers is still to be for their use together 
with the two pews heretofore occupied by the waiters and immediately 
below the last mentioned pew. The two pews opposite to that of the 
Company^’s servants are to be made into one and are to be occupied by 
Captains of the Honourable Company’s cruizers, and of Europe and 
country ships, free merchants, supra cargoes and others not in the 
Honourable Company's service. The two immediately behind these are 
intended for the officers and surgeons of cruizers and Europe and country 
ships. The pew hitherto occupied by the Mayor'’s Court to be still 
reserved for their sole use and all other pews not here mentioned, must 
remain as heretofore. Directed therefore that an order be sent to the 
Chaplain accordingly.^ 

On the Sth March 1769 the Board observe; Mr. Boddam as church 
warder makes a tender of Rs. 18,1S0-3«19 belonging to the church- 
stock to be lodged at interest in the treasury. Ordered that the same 
be received accordingly and a bond j)assed for the amount payable in 
twelve months.’^ 

At a Consultation of the 3rd July 1770 the Board read a petition 
from Padre Francisco Xavier complaining of his having been superseded 
in the Vicarage General of this island at the instigation of the President. 
The President thereupon observes to the Board that ever since the 
appointment of the said Padre Xavier to the post of Vicar General on 
tliis island which happened some months ago^ he has been almost con- 


I Pub.' Dep. Court's Letters Vol, 5 of 175? - 1761, 394, 

- Pab. Diary 51 of 1763, 443-444. ^ Pub. Diary 53 of 1769, 372. 
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tinnallj^ pestered with complaints from Padre Pedi’o ¥icar of Bombay 
or Padre Eegnaldo Vicar of Mahim or their respective parishioners. 
These complaints the President understanding to have proceeded as 
well from the said Francisco Xavier being a young man, and in their 
church standing several years below the ¥iears of Bombay and Mahim, 
also because of undue practices made use of by him in conjunction 
with one Padre Clement to their prejudice, by_ which the patent was 
unjustly obtained from the Bishop, the President took the opportu- 
nity of the said Bishop^s calling here on his way to Surat in the 
month of November last to desire and entreat Mm to make a strict 
and impartial inquiry into the merits of their several allegations. 
As the aforesaid Padres Pedro and Eegnaldo had further represented 
the said Padre Clement to lie a nian of a bad character and one who 
interfered in concerns with which he as an ecclesiastic had no business, 
and which the President having heard in general from Mr. Wrench 
and other gentlemen as well as Padres uho had resided at Basra 
or Bushire, Mr. Jervis only excepted who always spoke well of him, 
induced the President further to desire the Bishop to remove the 
said Clement especially as he was said not to be of this mission. 
This last the Bishop acknowledged and gave the President hopes he 
would comply wdth. Shortly after the Bishop proceeded on examination 
as above deshed ; and having acquainted the President that both 
Padres Pedro and Eegnaldo had been most reimtably accpiittecl, he 
had given them certificates under his hand accordingly. Afterwards 
when the President saw these certificates, looking upon it but as a 
piece of common justice due to the injured Padres, he proposed, pro- 
vided the Bishop had no material objection, the Bishop should grant 
the power and authority of Vicar General to Pedro the oldest of 
them, W'ho always appeared to the President a very quiet man and 
against whom he had never received any complaint wliieh is more than 
he could say of Eegnaldo or Francisco. In reply the Bishop having 
assured the President that, on his offering him the Vicarship, Pedro had 
declined it, and proposing Padre Jacento then at Surat for the post of 
Vicar General as the best expedient for settling these disputes he being 
the oldest of their order, the President acquiesced. Afterwards the Bishop 
having appointed one Padre Angelo to relieve the said Jacento at Surat, 
requested the President to furnish the said Padre with a letter to 
the Chief of Surat, which he complied with as per co])y now read. 
From this explanation, together with the Presidents most solemn 
assurance that the nomination of Padre Jacento for Vicar General was 
a voluntary thought and proposal of the Bishop, the Board decided 
that the President used no compulsive means wdiatever with the 
Bishop in favour of the appointment of Padre Jacento and resolved 
that Padre Francisco Xavieris complaint of the injustice he has received 
he referred to the Bishop. And that a letter be wrote by us to the 
Bishop assuring him he always has been and will continue to be at 
full liberty to appoint whom he shall judge most proper for the oifice 
of Vicar General^ 


i Fuk Diary 55 1770, 361 - 862, 
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At a Consultation of tlie lOtli March 1772 the Board received the 
following petition of the Bombay and Mdhim vereadores for and 
ill behalf of all the Roman Catholic subjects of this island: That 
betwixt the petitioners and their Yiears have arisen a great disconeord 
and difierenees on account of the following ambitious exorbitance of 
the said Vicars : (1) That they intend reimbursing all the effects of 
the churches and oppressing the poor people on account of money, (*2) 
That they have said that by the authority granted them by your Gov- 
ernment^ they were constituted alisolute arbitrators of the popular 
libert-^v (S) One of them, namely Juy Angelino, publicly stated that 
the said authority is a key -which they have in their power ; and that 
this Government had their hands locked by it regarding them the 
Padres. (4^) That under this system they the said Padres uoanimonsly 
do threaten the poor people to pay a ready and entire obedience to their 
commands subjecting them to a slavery without remission as the Jesuits 
did and do practise in the new Portuguese and Si^anish colonies. As the 
said Padres are so insolent against the poor people, your jietitioneTs 
humbly beg your Honour will be pleased to suspend the complaint of the 
said Padres until the next meeting of this Honourable Board, these 
petitioner having their just and needful reasons to represent to }'oar 
Honour.^ 

At the same time Mr. Shaw lays before the Board copy of a puUi- 
cation which he accpiaints us the Padres have presumed to aflix on their 
church, enforcing sundry bulls of the Popes, and, under pain of excom- 
munication, enjoining their flock to observe the regulations therein 
mentioned. This Mr. Shaw esteems an high contempt of Government 
and therefore desires the Padres may be cited before the Board to 
answer it, more particularly as there are in the records of the Board 
the strictest orders that no publication be issued but by its directions. 
Mr. Shaw further begs leave to move that the voice of the people 
may be heard. On due consideration of these petitions it is resolved 
that the Padres and their parishioners attend before the Board after 
the departure of the Hmnpfihne when inquiry will be made into their 
complaints. In the meantime the Secretary is to cause the publica- 
tions to be pulled down and to secure that, without the authority of 
Government, none in future be permitted to be aflixed/^ 

In 1719 a sum * 0 ? Rs. 6610 or £826 J was subscribed towards a 
charity school for educating poor children in the Christian religion 
according to the use of the Church of England. These subscriptions 
were collected provided the Plonourable Company -would contribute 
thereunto as they had to a similar school, at Port St. George, and also 
provided in two years^ time the subscriptions amount to Rs. 8000.“^ 

In a letter of the 4th March 1752 the Court write : As it will be 
greatly for the interest of the Company to have as many of the 
soldiery and other our dependants in the Presidency of Bombay 
instructed in the principles of the Protestant i*eligion, we have thought 
proper to add two more Chaplains to your establishment, who are 


1 Pub. Diary 60 of 1772, 264-265. s Puh Diary 60 of 1772, 2^. 

^ Ileverend Cobbers Bombay Ohurcb and Charity School Account (1766), 141*142. 
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to reside at Tellieherry and Anjengo, or wherever else }'oii shall think 
proper to station them. Also that we may have the advantage of a 
lisiiig generation instructed in the same principles, we recommend 
it to von to form a plan for the setting up and e>stal)lis]iing Protestant 
charity schools wherein the cMdren of Qiir soldiers mariners topasses 
and others may be educated as well at the subordinates as at Bombay. 
When you can reduce your plan to practice, you may depend upon 
our giving an assistance becoming the Company. And we most earn- 
estly recommend it to every one of our servants and others who 
are in good circumstances, to contribute fi’eely to an undertaking 
o£ such great utility to the Presidency in general. The salaries 
allowances and appointments of the said two Chaplains are to be the 
same as our Chaplain at Bombay receives from the Company. When, 
in consequence of this recommendation, schools are erected our Chap- 
lains are frequently to visit them, to see what improvement the child- 
ren make, and to give their utmost assistance in instructing and 
confirming them in the principles and profession of the Protestant 
religion. We have fixed upon the Reverend Mr. Robert Palk, at 
present at the Presidency of Fort St. George, to be one of our said 
Chaplains, who is in rank next to the Reverend Mr. Dixie our Chap- 
lain at Bombay, and to succeed him in case of death or otherwise. 
We have chosen the Reverend Mr. John Howell for our third Chaplain, 
who takes his passage from England on one of these ships, and is 
to succeed in turn in case of a vacancy by the death or otherwise 
of either of the other two gentlemen. We have lent Mr. Howell 
£50 on his bond to be repaid out of his growing salary, and have enclosed 
the said bond in the packet of that ship on which he takes his passage. 
You are to send notice to the Reverend Mr, Palk to make the best of 
his wav to the station we have appointed him to. At the same time 
you are to acquaint him that if at the time o£ his reeeiviug such notice 
there shall happen to be a vacancy at the Presidency of Fort St. 
George by the death or otherwise of the Reverend Mr. Stavely 
or Mr. Colefax, or, at Bengal, by ‘the death or otherwise of the 
Reverend Mr. Bellamy or Mr. Mapletoft, he is to have the option of 
succeeding to such vacancy. We have also sent on the ship Dodlnc/ton 
some large Bibles to be made use of by our Chaplains in performing 
public w'orshipd 

Two years later, 5t:h April 1754, the Court write : We have chosen 
the Reverend Mr. Thomas Coxeter to be one of our Chaplains upon 
the Bombay establishment at the same salary and allowances and 
appointments as the other two and to succeed the Reverend Mr. 
Howell and Mr. Pugh in turn as vacancies may happen by the death 
or other ways of those gentlemen. Mr. Coxeter is entertained on 
condition that over and above his duty as a Ohai}lain he be employed in 
educating the youth at such settlements whereat he shall be appointed 
to reside agreeable to the plan mentioned in our general letter of the 
4th March 1752. You are therefore to station him at Tellieherry, 
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Anjengo^ or wherever else you shall think he may ha most useful^ 

On the 26th March 1755 the Court again write : In our commands o£ 
the 4th March 1752, the forming a plan for the setting up and 
establishing charity schools for the education of the children of our 
soldiers mariners topasses and others, as well at the subordinates as 
at Bombay, was earnestly recommended to your consideration. To 
'nr great surprise you have not given us the least intimation whether 
you have or have not had this matter in your thoughts. We expect 
your reasons for not answering that part of onr letter and we further 
expect that you will use your best endeavours for carrying our said 
recommendations into execution, and send us an account of the j)rogress 
you make therein.^ 

On the 7th December 1754 the Bombay Government write to the 
Court of Directors : In compliance with the recommendation con- 
tained in your Honours^ letter of the 4th March 175^, we have estab- 
lished a Protestant Charity School upon Bombay, a plan of which 
together with the rules and regulations for its conduct we have 
taken the liberty to send home. We send this plan as well that your 
Honours may see what progress and proficiency we have made in this 
pious and useful establishment as to submit our rules with all due defer- 
ence to your Honours^ correction or approbation. Sensible of the great 
civil advantages which mustundoul^tedly accrue to your Honours’ interest 
from such an undertaking, as well as the religious ones w’hich must 
redound to those who may be admitted to the benefits of it when pur- 
sued with proper vigour and encouragement, we had before begun to 
collect subscriptions for this purpose. This scheme the gentlemen of all 
ranks and degrees who have the honour to serve you here entered into 
with a readiness which speaks justly their praise and with a generosity 
and largeness of heart suitable to the greatness of the end andtlie imj^ort* 
anee of the occasion, a temper which, according to the best of their 
abilities, they will always be ready to testify. The fund raised by this 
means though, if considered in regard to the number and circumstances 
of those from whose benevolence it grew, is certainly great, still is 
small in respect to the noble and praiseworthy end it is intended to 
answer. Last May was twelve months we opened the school and had 
about a dozen lads, who being catechised in Church the Lent followdng 
acquitted themselves with credit to their master and commendation to 
themselves, who, but for the opportunity this school gave them, had 
not i3erhaps known a letter. Last Christmas, enabled by a happy 
increase of contributions, we hired a house, the cheapest and most con- 
venient consistent with tlie circumstances of our finances we could get, 
and some time after took in six boys upon that foundation, all of whom 
were the poor and destitute orphans of such as breathed their last in 
your Honours" service and some of them in fighting your battles. To 
render our design effectually successful we thought it a necessary step 
to take the children from their parents and place them entirely under 
our own directions. By this means it is true our scheme becomes more 


^ Pub. Dep, Court’s Letters Vol. 4 of 1752-1756, 171-172. 

® Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Tab 4 of 1752*1756, 2B2-2B3. 
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Cliapter IX. expensiva Still, had we admitted a Iree intercoiiTse between the children 

ligcenaneQiis mothers, they, instigated by their priests who are very jealous 

of our undertahing, had been sure to exert their utmost influence and 
pfoteSnt hardly failed defeating our pious purposes. We would willingly 

Gharity^Scbooh extend our compassion to the orphans of either sex both at Bombay 
1753*54, ’ and the subordinates and make our establishment become a refuge to 

all such as may be so unhappy as to be left destitute in a place where 
no legal parochial provision is made for their w^ants. This, could we 
but accomplish it, would, we are persuaded, be a means of rescuing 
numbers of little innocents from the most miserable beggary, the gross- 
est superstition, and the vilest idolatry. Further, by admitting and 
training up female orphans, we should provide a supply of ^ Protes- 
tant wives for our military and marine, and so lay a foundation for a 
succession of Protestants to future generations. Nor could an institu- 
tion so extensive be without its civil and political advantages, for an 
assurance that proper care wflll be taken of the orphan will, we appre- 
hend, induce and encourage the father to meet danger with more 
boldness and intrepidity and adventure his life with greater alacrity. 
To make our institution thus extensively useful is wdiat we can never 
hope to do with our present stock augmented only by casual subscrip- 
tions of such well disposed persons as either chance or business brings 
among us. For it would require a house to be built which should 
afford different apartments to a master and mistress and contain 
distinct wards for the boys and girls, A great additional expense 
must ensue from clothing and sustaining the girls and retaining for a 
mistress a wmman of sober character and prudent behavionr, such an 
one as we rather hope to see come out than have reason to think we 
may find among us willing to undertake the charge . But however 
unable we may be to accomplish our wishes by our own strength yet 
with your Honours^ benevolent encouragement patronage and protec- 
tion we do not doubt to bring these great and worthy purposes through 
the blessing of God perfectly to effect. A proper regard to their 
duty will, we do not doubt, always prevail with the chaplains to super- 
intend and visit the charity school with due care and attention, 
conscions that, nowhere with, greater success, can they make religious 
impressions than upon tender minds not blasted with vice or (warped ?) 
with prejudice.^ 

1756, In a letter of the 31st March 1756 the Court write : We are fully 

sensible that your Charity School will he a great good to the commu- 
nity. The rules and methods laid down are very judicious, and, if 
strictly kept up to, may answer many excellent purposes. The principal 
things we observe to be wanting are teachers, accommodations, and an 
increase to your fund. From the good character he bears we are not to 
doubt, the Reverend Mr. Howell will continue his pious endeavours 
to train up and instruct the boys. Next year he shall have an assistant 
Chaplain to him in this good work and in all other religious duties. 
For, as your island is now grown very populous, we deem it right that 
you have two clergymen. Therefore any honest sober man will serve 



^ Fub. Dep. Letter}! to the Court Vol. B of 1754-55, 62 -65, 
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for schoolmaster, while he has such proper directors. The girls must 
have a mistress, and surely among such numbers of women of Si deo-rees 
as are now at Bombay, it will not be a diffieuit matter to meet avith 
one willing and able to be mistress. If any of our buildings on the 
island are proper and can be spared, we give you leave to appropriate 
such for a school, and the necessary alterations or additions, if it requires 
but a small sum, may be at our expense. For we are under a neces- 
sity of exercising the greatest economy, the prodigious war charges 
at Madras and your subordinates having obliged us to lower our dm- 
dend. However willing we are to forward this laudable design, we 
must deal our bounty with a sparing hand. We therefore can permit 
you to pay to this charity school only Es. 8000 with a promise the 
school shall have such further eneoumgement and assistance as we can 
prudently give. In general we much approve your methods. The few 
that seem to want amendment we shall now point out. The Diary 
should have opened with the names of all the original subscribers and 
the several sums subscribed. This answers two purposes. It satisfies 
the public that the whole is justly brought to account, and it enables 
you and us to call upon such as have omitted their payments. We 
therefore recommend a table of subscribers to be framed from the 
commencement of this charity, and continued ; and this to be hung up 
in the most conspicuous part of the school. The offices of ti-ustees we 
observe are confined to certain persons, whereas all subscribers in the 
corporation have an equal right to be chosen. As this is a great grow- 
ing charity the number of trustees seems too few. We therefore offer 
it to your consideration to make the number twelve j the Governor and 
Second for the time being to be always President and Vice-President 
and with the Chaplain the only constant trustees. The rest to be 
annually chosen on Easter Monday by ballot and &om this body 
annually to elect the officers. This fund commenced and has continued 
gro%ving from the year 1749. Yet to this time the trustees have not 
rendered their constituents one stated account. The accounts are all 
suppositions which, we must remark, is a great in-egularity. Therefore if 
you expect our countenance and protection to this useful charity, you 
must never depart from exactness in so fundamental a point. The 
treasurer should adjust his account current every year with interest 
the comptroller should examine and countersign it, and this should 
be laid before the body of trustees every Easter Monday and entered 
on the diary. 'J’he office of comptroller should be to check and e-gg.TT,;no 
accounts. We therefore propose to you the appointing an under- 
treasurer. All applications and orders for payment of wages and pro- 
viding necessaries to be issued by the comptroller to the under-trea- 
surer, who is to render his account with the several vouchers to the 
comptroller monthly, and he then to cheek and pass it. In your 19th 
regulation it is said that in the admittance of children preference be 
always given to such as have lost both &tiher and mother ,• such 
whose parents are poor and indigent. So far we think this rule is 
just. But we observe that of the six children taken on the foundation, 
two of them are bastards and from slaves on one side. Here we 
think you are somewhat deficient/ for surely these are not the most 
proper objects. We do not mean entirely to exclude these unhappy 
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Chapter IX* innocents. Still for example's sake we hope the preference will always 
}je (>iven to those who . are descended from honest parents, reaching 
Iiscehaneons. ^ measnre. But will the children of free 

Bombay people mix with slaves in any degree of harmony? 3f yon should 
it gives disgust, we recommend it to yonr consideration if the 
1756, ' teaching them apart will not better answer every good purpose. 

On the 31st January 1756, the Bombay Government write to the 
Court : We have fully represented to your Honours the ^ state of 
the charity school here and now forward the trustees^ books. From this 
your Honours will be informed what has since been contributed, and, as. 
they have requested us to desire you w'onld be pleased to appoint some 
person to receive the sums subscribed by Mr. Richard Peisiy^ Captains 
Philip, J. Oddrell, and Benjamin Braund, we are induced from your 
Honours^ favourable attention thereof to beg yonr compliance and that 
you will credit the Presidency for the amount. We can assure yonr 
Honours all possible endeavours are used to execute the plan 
agreeable to your commands. Our stock is yet too small to think of 
erecting a building for this nse. But as your Honours assured us that 
yon would not be wanting in contributing to so charitable a work when 
set on foot, it now being established, we shall be glad of your Honours^ 
commands on this occasion." 

On the 15th December 1756 they again wnite : The subscribers to 
the charity school desire to return their hearty thanks for your Honours^ 
generous bounty and offers of assistance for carrying it on and are pleased 
that their rules in general have met your Honours^ approbation. We 
have paid the trustees the sum ordered by your Plonours, but all 
your buildings being occupied we cannot spare them any for a school. 
Nevertheless they deem themselves greatly obliged for your Plonours^ 
kind intention and beg leave to assure you they will forward the de- 
sign as far as lays in their power agreeable to your Honours^ plan and 
are glad that they last year sent their books and a list of subscribers 
which will be regularly continued for your Honours^ information.^ 

Next ym*, 4th May 1757, the Court write: By the directions we 
gave last year with respect to your ehaiity school your request for our 
contribution is anticipated. You are to continue to give us an account 
of this charity that we may, agreeable to our promise, give such further 
encouragement and assistance as we can with prudence under the 
present circumstances of the Company.^ 

On the 8th April 1758 the Bombay Government write to the Court : 
The trustees of the charity school forward their hooks for last year. 
We have the pleasure to acquaint your Honours that the stock would 
now admit of entertaining twelve children instead of ten if proper 
objects offered and your Honours may rely on our assiduity to 
inermBe it.^ 


^ Pub. Dep. Courtis Letters IToI, 4 of 1752 -1756, 321 - 323. 

” Pub, Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 4 of 1756-57, 55. 

3 Pub, Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 4 of 1756-57, 177 - 178. 
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At a Consultation o£ the 5tli February 1762 tlie Board read a 
letter from the lle.a^ister to the Trustees of the charity school recom- 
mending three of the orj^hans to be employed by the Company^ two 
Michael Sil verson and Joseph Grouty to be in the public ojSices, and the 
third J ohn Ciscello to be bound as an apprentice to the master-builder. 
And this being taken into consideration it is observed that they may 
hereafter be very useful to our Honourable Masters, particularly in the 
out- offices. It is therefore agreed to entertain them as apjirentiees to 
the Honourable Company for the term of seven years to be clothed 
by the land paymaster and victualled at the school at the Honourable 
Company's, expense. The first is accordingly ordered to attend the 
Secretary's office, the second the Collector's^ and the third to be put 
under the direction of the Superintendent to he employed by the 
master-builder.-^ 

In reply in a letter of 6th April 1763, the Court observe : We have 
no objections to your entertaining as apprentices to us for seven years 
the orphans recommended by the trustees of the charity school, nor to 
your emplo 3 dng them in the out-offices or as seamen or carpenters 
caulkers or artificers of any kind, where they may he useful to us under 
you, or at any other of our settlements in India. But as we never 
intend they shall ever become covenanted servants to us under the 
denomination of Factors or Writers, we positively direct that they be 
not employed in your Secretary's or Accountant's ofi:ices, nor be 
initiated into such branches of our business, W'hieh is proper only for 
our covenanted servants alone to know. You are therefore to remove 
from under the Secretary the person appointed to assist him. The 
two others under the Collector and Superintendent may be continued 
and employed as they shall direct, consistent with this plan of our 
intentions. We approve of your victualling and clothing them at our 
expense during their apprenticeship to us.^ 

A Consultation of the 12th August 1766 records : The surgeons of 
the hospital having represented that two of the boys from the charity 
school might he brought there, and being of opinion they may become 
very useful by being employed in this manner, it is agreed that William 
Tullie and William Beard be bound to the Honourable Company 
for seven years and that during that term they be employed in the 
hospital and clothed and victualled at the Oompany^s expense.^ 

In a letter of the 25tli April 1771 the Court write ; We have been 
informed that our Chaplain the Bevd. Mr. Howell has taken a 
great deal of trouble for some years past in instructing the children in 
the charity school and that several boys have been apprenticed from 
thence, for which additional trouble he has no particular allowance from 
us. We now direct that Mr, Howell he presented with Es. 1000 
a gratuity, and we hope he will continue to give his assistance in so 
charitable an undertaking.^ 


1 Pub. Diary 38 of 1762, 90. 

2 Pub. Dcp. Court's LToU 6 of 1762-1764, 212* Oomp* of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 

1759 - 1788, 217. ^ Fub. Diary 47 of 1766, 499. 

^ Pub. Dcp. Court's Letters Vol. 8 of 1769 - 1771, 2^. 
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Section IV.—Health. 

kapter IX. In 1673 Dr. Fryer writes: I reckon the people of Bomhay walk 
{T* charnel-houses, the climate Mng extremely unhealthy ; at first 

sceiian u. to be caused by bubsho, rotten fish; but though that be 

Climate, prohibited, yet it continues as mortal I rather impute it to the 

' situation which causes an infecundity in the earth and a putridness 

in the air, w^hat being produced seldom coming to maturity, whereby 
what is eaten is undigested ; whence follows fluxes, dropsy, scurvy, 
barhiers, gout, stone, malignant and putrid fevers, which are endemial 
diseases. Among the worst of these, phul arrack (brandy made of 
blubber or carvil) and foul women may be reckoned.^ 

Mortality, On the 18th December 1675 the Surat Government write to 

1675 * Bombay : "We heartily lament the frequent mortality of our country- 

men and do with you impute it to their gross and scandalous 
irregularities in their sickness. This we judge would have been 
much prevented if we had an hospital Wherefore we have determined 
God willing to erect so necessary a buildiug with all speed without 
attending further order from England and we do hereby desire you to 
prepare materials without further delay on the Honourable Com|)any^s 
charge or if you want we will supply you from here. W' e have considered 
of the two models which in the main we like well of, but it seems to us 
that they are too narrow and not so much yard room left as there 
ought to be, nor is there room enough for the chirurgeon and his family 
and own attendants as there ought to be. Wherefore we have ordered 
here another model to be drawn out more large and airy and 
consequently more healthy for the sick people, according to which we 
would have you govern yourselves. But first of all we would have 
you advise the place where it is to be built for we are not much 
inclined to that place formerly designed by Colonel Bake fearing that 
the air is not so good there and it is too near the sea. Wherefore do 
you choose out another place more convenient having all regard to the 
line of the foitifi cation and also to the line designed for the Christian 
town. When you have pitched upon a convenient place and appointed 
a place for a garden adjoining thereunto advise us thereof. Let the 
foundation be of good stone mid lime and let the ground be raised 
three or four feet high. The^ walls may be built of sandstone and 
lime and raised to a convenient height. Other matters we refer 
unto you as also the disposal of the ehimrgeons and of their chests 
of mediciues, desiring you to avoid and prevent all occasions of just 
eomplaint either from the chirurgeons or their patients.” 

Hospital, Three weeks later, on the 11th January 1676, the Surat Government 

again write : The situation of the place whereon to erect the hospital 
we leave totally to your judgments to act therein as you shall think 
most convenient. We would have you, so near as possible you can. 



i Fryer % New Account of East India and Persia, 68 - 69 . Barbiers, says Fryer, is an 
ener\^atmg of the whole body so that the patient is able to use neither hands nor feet. 
Surat Fact. Out. Letter Book 2 of 167S-76, 12, Forrests Home Series, I. 74. 
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comply with our desires in the model we sent yon down as to the 
length and breadth and all other dimensions, those openings out of the 
wards and cHrurgeons’ lodgings are designed for windows and not 
for doors and the chirurgery rooms must be one story Mgli. We 
shall be mindful on all occasions to supply you with large quantities 
of eliimam, being sensible of youi’ great expenses thereof, and we 
only want boats to carry it dowii.^ 

A week later, on the 17th January 1676, Surat again writes : We 
herewith send you a draught of the hospital which will accommodate 
about 70 persons. We design the building at as little charge as may 
be and hope it will not exceed Rs. 4000. The use of this will be to 
prevent by God^s blessing the too freqnent mortality among your 
people by keeping them to a stricter regimen in diet and abstinence 
from debauchery which now in their own houses they cannot be kept 
from, though never so sick, to the destruction of their bodies and souls. 
The yearly maintenance thereof may amonnt to about Es. 1000 and 
is to be governed by the chief cliirurgeon and his mates who are to 
reside there. The lamentable loss of your men doth call on us for a 
speedy erecting of the fabric. We doubt not but you will approve 
thereof.^ 

On the 19th July 1676 the Surat Government w^rite to Bombay: 
We like well your proposition of making the present Court of 
Judicature an hospital and the Deputy Governor's and Mr. PetiEs 
house the Court of Judicature. At the same time we would be further 
satisfied how the Deputy Governor and Mr. Petit mean by sparing their 
house to the Company whether they design renting it annually to them 
or selling it outright ; if the first, then what rent they demand, for we 
would not put the Company to too great a charge. If they wish to 
sell, then how will they oblige themselves to the Company for the 
money they have received on account of their arrears of salary, for 
at present we look upon the house as sufficient security which is also 
agreeable to the Company's order. But let the house be valued by any 
indifferent persons and the valuation thereof sent us and then we shall 
be able to give a more definitive answer.® 

On the 2 1st August 1676 they write to Bombay : We are glad to 
read that the Honourable Company have sent out so able a physician 
as Doctor Wilson is reported to be who we hope will prove a great 
benefit and happiness to the island in regard that the Deputy Governor 
is so desperately ill and hath our license to come up by ships. We do 
also give leave to said Doctor Wilson to accompany him whom we 
hope, through the blessing of God, will be very instrumental to the 
restoring the Deputy Governor to his former health. The Doctor 
shall be very welcome to us here and we would have you also send up 
Colonel Bake to us by the ships.^ 


^ Surat Fact. Out, L. B, 2 of 167S~76, 21-22. Forrest’s Horae Series, L 78. 

2 Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 27. 

3 Surat Fact. Out. L, B. 2 of 1675-76, 163, Forres’s Home Series, I, 98-99, 

^ Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 176, Forrest’s Home Series, 1. 101. 
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On the 12th September 1676 they write ; Touching the hospital we 
shall discourse with the Deputy Governor and then give you our 
further adriee.-^ 

On the 16th November 1676 the Surat Government write to 
R^japur: We take notice of Mr. Ghild^s unwillingness to reside at 
iiomhay and the reasons he gives for it ; and we heartily wish that there 
■were any other employment fit for him in any other place that we 
might gratify him therewith. But he himself knows and is sensible 
as well as we that there is no other and therefore we cannot hold him 
excused but do confirm our orders in placing him Second and 
accountant on Bombay where we know he is very well able to do the 
Company acceptable service. We hope his will and zeal to serve the 
Honourable Company will be equal to his ability, and that an ill 
grounded fancy or unmanly fear of sickness will not prevail with him 
to be singular in contradicting our directions or refusing to serve 
where the Company's affairs do require. We do again desire that 
Mr. Child and bis family do land at Bombay and that he apply 
himself seriously to the examining and rectifying the Honourable 
Compan}^s accounts of the island. These are in some disorder caused 
by want of a right understanding of some entries. This he may do * 
in his time. None but he can adjust the accounts and it concerns 
him for his own honour's sake so to do.^ 

On the 10th April 1677 the Surat Council write to Bombay: The 
President (Mr. Aungier) continuing in a sickly and weakly condition 
and your island at present being in a very good estate as to healthy he 
desires you to send up Doctor Wilson^ to pass the time of the rain here, by 
whose means through the blessing of God he hopes to recover his 
perfect health. Therefore fail not to send him up by sea or land.^ 

On the 24th January 1677 the Bombay Government write to the 
Court ; We find your Honours to be at a very great and unnecessary 
charge yearly in unprofitable medicines sent out, many of which and 
those of great price, lie here and rot, and many we can here procure 
at a sixth pax't of the price. The physician and chirurgeon have there- 
fore herewith sent lists of what simple medicines and plasters cannot 
here be procured or made which -will amount to a very small matter 
and yet we shall be better furnished than ever we were yet.'^ 

On the 24th October 1696 the Bombay Government write to 
Surat: Ijast night the tlosm frigate anchored off this island, whose 
master came on shore this morning and delivered the drugs you sent 
for the use of the hospital with the rice and ddL^ 

Of the ravages of the plague between 1690 and 1698 -whieh made 
t^YO monsoons the age of a man and of the horror of the Bombay climate 
which in 1707 wrung from President Waite the piteous words ^ We 
are six including your Council ; it is morally impossible to continue longer 
from goingunder ground/ details are given in Vol. I. pages 142-146/ 


* Burat Fact, Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 3 92. » Surat Fact. 0. L, B. 2 of 1676-76, 254-2 j6. 

® Surat Fact. Out. L, B. B of 1677-1700, 208. ^ Sec. Out. It. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 14, 

®Sec. Outward Letter Book 6 of 1694-1696, 70-71. 

^Compare Anderson's English in Western India, 128, 172, 
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At a Consultation of the 28th December 1702 held in Surat the 
Board observe ; Mr. Robert Bartlett who came out of England 
Doctor of the Prosperous, which ship was run away with by pirates at 
Madagascar, coming* privately by way of Swalley from on board the sloop 
which the governor seized, ottered his service to ns. Forasmuch as 
by the death of Doctor Skinner, the island of Bombay is destitute of a 
physician and the island very sickly, and a great many poor people and 
soldiers laying in danger of perishing for want of the help and advice 
of a Doctor, we resolved to entertain Mr, Bartlett in the said station, 
allowing him £-li a month to be paid in Xs. at 20d. to the Xeraphin 
according to the custom of the island together with the same allowance 
for his diet as Doctor Skinner was allowed, and the usual assistance 
belonging to the hospital. We left it to his own choice whether his 
time should commence here or at his arrival at Bombay, with this 
proviso, that if it commences here, then he is to bear his own charges 
down. If not, till he is arrived upon the island, then his charges should 
be borne by the Company. But he, being destitute of money and friends, 
we agreed to lend him Rs. 80 to supply himself with necessaries, which 
money we order the Deputy Governor to deduct out of his wages. And 
the island being in great necessity we gave him orders to prepare him- 
self to go overland with all speed. There being a great mortality 
upon the island, amongst thS English as well as the Natives, we were 
willing to encourage all people that offered their service to us ; and 
entertained Henry Chritclilow as Boatswain of the Bandar at Bombay 
at the usual pay that others have had before.^ 

In a letter of the 20th April 1708 the Court write : We are very 
desirous to do what in us lies to contribute to the health of Bomljay. 
Were the island once healthy we should hope it would soon people, if 
they were sure of protection and encouragement. By the best informar 
tion we can get we have reason to believe that the unwholesomeness of 
the air, water, and provisions might be in a good measure remedied. 

As to the air, the buckshawing or dunging toddy trees with fisb, 
occasions in a great measure its unwholesomeness, the bucksbaw 
fly being a plain pi*oof thereof, which, venomous and putrid, swarms in 
such abundance as to be very nauseous to the inhabitants. If the 
trees were not buekshawed at all the loss of their fruitfulness would be 
repaired by the general benefit of rendering the place healthy. Or if the 
buckshaw was laid at a sufficient depth under the earth it would prevent 
its corruption and infecting the air and breeding the fly. Another cause 
is the thickness of the toddy trees in Warli and M^him woods, which 
hinders the land breeze that sets in every morning from cleansing the 
air and cooling the ground. Whereas if those woods were thinned, 
the remaining trees would bear the better. A second means of purify- 
ing the air is to stop the breaches. This may be done as at jSdrwar 
without much charge with a sand bank made with a layer of straw or 
eajdns and covered with sand, and then new straw or cajdns and sand 
on that, and so on to make a bank in the nature of a breach or shore, 


^ Surat Fact, Diary 3 of 1701 - 1704, 78-70* Forrest’s Home Series, I* 245, 
B 1006-69 
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that lies slopiog. Another means of lessening the nnhealthiness is to 
burn fires to air the rooms in the rainy season. The cold nitrons quality 
of the drinking water may be remedied by putting chalk in the 
Company's well. As regards food cattle sufficient may be kept on 
Old Woman^s and Butcheris islands i£ a proper person had the charge 
of looking after them. And vegetables may be obtained by planting the 
Coinpan 3 r^s garden with roots and green trade. As the foregoing 
particulars are conducive to the health of the people, they are to be put 
in execution, unless good reason exists to the contrary. The Company 
are contented their rents be diminished by cutting some trees down, 
and prohibiting the buckshawing the rest so the end of health to the 
inhabitants be thereby promoted.^ 

In their letter of the 2Ist February 1717 the Court write that the 
Commanders of Europe ships pay the expense of any of their people 
while in the hospital for the recovery of their health.^ 

At a Consultation of the 21st September 1720 the Board read the 
following letter of the previous day from Messrs. B. Midford and 
O. Phillipps appointed to consider means to lessen the hospital charge : 
We humbly propose to your Honour, as the quantity of arrack used in 
drawing cinnamon water and spirit of wine amounts to a considerable 
sum, that for the future a stock of it for the whole year be laid in by 
the paymaster at the best hand. That the drugs likewise be bought 
in by him which must reduce the price when purchased in quantities to 
a great deal less than what they have been bought at by retail. The 
victualling the sick, we suppose may be done cheaper by the barrack 
master, as he is obliged to have a stock of provisions by him for the 
barracks, than it can be by the physicians who buy it in as it is wanted.^ 

After reading the above report the Board order that the land pay- 
master provide a quantity of drugs and arrack for making spirits 
sufficient for a yearis expense, and that for the future the barrack 
master victual the sick people in the hospital as formerly.* 

At a Consultation of the 5th August 1737 a petition is presented to 
the Board by Mr. Moreton Peachy surgeon, setting forth that he has 
been employed in the way of his profession on extraordinary occasions 
for several years, being sent to TMna on the first troubles there and 
afterwards to Underi, and is now at Mdhim taking care of the sick and 
wounded belonging to Bdndra. Though this employment has occasioned 
him much trouble and expense he has never had any other consideration 
or allowance than his pay of Rs. 24 a month. He now humbly submits 
his ease to our consideration. After considering this petition the Board 
agree it is certain Dr. Peachy has been employed in the manner he 


1 Comp, of Standing Ord. VoL 1 of 1715 - 1721, 141 - 142, 

! ^ 183 . 3 J720, 130 . 

Pol). 1 of 1720j 138. JPor their garrison and military, Gtovemment had to 
pnrchase Goa and Batavia arrack, Entries in the Diaries show the following prices ; 
a> Batavia arrack, Es. 90 the leaguer of 150 gallons in 1731 ; Es. 120 in 1735; 
Es. 00 m 1786; ib. 120 in 1737 ; Rs. 150 in 1744; and Es. 226 in 1773, (2) Goa 

arracky Es. 14 and Es. 16 the hogshead of 60 gallons in 1735 : Es 15i in 1737 • 
i742;,Es.27it 1744; Rs. 20 in 1746and 17487^3 26 fn mil 

aact E». 23 m 1761* 
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sets fortli. Also the commanding officers where he has been have 
spoken very favourably of his performances. Still were we on this occa- 
sion to increase his pay, which we are sensible is a very bare maintenance, 
the other surgeons of the vessels might make an handle of it to expect 
the same. For this reason the gratif ^jdng him for his past services in 
general is esteemed more eligible. It is therefore agreed that we give 
him Rs. 400 which we think he has deserved, and by a computation 
it does not amount to Rs. 8 a month for the time he has been so 
employed.^ 

At a Consultation of the 30th June 1738 the Board read a letter 
from Charles Whitehill and others, dated Bombay 21st June 1738, 
contrasting the existing staff and pay and the staff and pay the 
surgeons recommend as suitable. The details are 


Existing : 

Es* 

Proposed : 

Es. 

One Apothecary 

One Purvoe 

10 

10 

One ijpotheoary ... 

One Mate 

10 

10 

One Black Assistant 

6 

Two Purvoes 

15 

Two Servitors 

10 

Four Assistants ... 

22 

One Tictualman 

5 

One Tictnalmau ... 

5 

Five Haldlkhors ... 

20 

Fourteen Servants 

56 

One Washerman ... ^ 

4 

One Washerman ... ... 

4 

Candles for the Hospital 

6 

Four Halafl khors . , , 

16 

One black Doctor to the 


Two Assistants for going 


Begiment 

12 

abroad ... 

12 

Ditto atMaffhim 

6 

Candles to the Hospital . . . 

6 

Total ... 

89 

Total 

156 
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We are of opinion it will greatly contribute to the people being 
well taken care of, as well as to the ease of the surgeons, to have the 
patients divided between them, those entered in one week being 
assigned to the first surgeon and those of the next week to the other. 
The allotment to be continued so week and week about. The surgeons 
advising with each other in every case of importance and particularly 
when salivations may be thought necessary. Farther if both the mili- 
tary aud marine officers were frequently to visit ^e hospital it would 
be a great encouragement and satisfaction to the sick to find there was 
so much notice taken of them.® 

On this letter the Board pass the folloiring orders ; It is observed 
that the recruits our Honourable Masters send hither from England 
stand them in a very great expense. We therefore think it incumbent 
on us, though at some additional expense, to do what in us lies and is 
necessary for the recruits’ preservation. And the gentlemen in their 
said report beiag of opinion that the servants and assistants at present 
allowed are not sufficient and that some other small necessaries are 
wanting for the sick, the Board being desirous that aU possible care be 
taken of the sick people doth agree that the foHovring regulations 


> Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-37, 178. 
s Pub. Diary 11 of 1737-38, 144 - 148. 


» Pub. Diary 11 of 1737-38, 146- 146. 


I 


548 


JJOMBAY TOWN 


[Historical 


Chapter IX. 

Kiscellaneotis- 

Hospital 

Staff, 

S738. 


desired effect. That the 


Hospital 
Managemeat, * 
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Rs, 

5 

6 

28 


be made which it is hoped will have the 
following additional attendants be allowed : 

One Porvoe Book-keeper 
One Hospital Assistant 
Seven Ward Servants 
One Out-door Assistant 
One Bedding Servant 

Total ... 52 

That the sick be entered under the care of each surgeon respectively 
as they go into the hospital, each surgeon taking one week. But 
tliat both constantly visit the hospital and consult with each other 
in cases of danger. That each surgeon have a key of the medieines. 
That we positively enjoin the surgeons to preserve a good harmony 
and agreement with eack other as the most likely method to contribute 
to the relief of the sick. That the officers of the military and marine 
duly visit the hospital as an encouragement to the sick and observe 
whether jiroper care be. taken of them and report what they think may 
be amiss. ^ 

A month later^ on the 2nd August 1788^ Gov^nment communicate 
their decision to Messrs. John Isieilson and Michael Weston, Surgeons, 
in the following letter : Some irregularities in the hospital having 
been complained of and sundry conveniences being represented to be 
w'anting for the better care of the sick, the President and Council 
have taken the same into consideration and have thereupon made 
the folloyring regulations and orders^ which I am directed to signify 
to you for your observance : (1) It being represented that the number 
of servants and attendants at present allowed are not sufficient to take 
due care of the sick, the President and Council liave thought proper to 
allow the following to be added : 

One Purvoe Book-keeper ... ... 5 


One Hospital Assistant 
Seven Ward Servants 
One Ont-door Assistant 
One Bedding Servant 


6 

28 

8 

5 


Total ... 52 

(2) Tbfi Presideat and Conncil liave given orders to the paymaster 
W completing the ceilings of two of the rooms in the hospital 
already began and to make tivo dozen screens to keep the sick from 
the sight of each other. (3) The paymaster is also to purchase 1 00 
banian shirts, as many drawers and caps, fifty beds, fifty quilts, 100 
pillows with sheets and pillow biers for them for the use of the sick. 
That this number may be always kept up, and if possible without 
farther ehai-ge to the Company, half a monWs pay is ordered to be 
stopped from every soldier or sailor that shall go into the hospital 
with the venereal distemper to be applied for that purpose. And when 
any sneh soldiers or sailors are discharged you are to sign it to the 
land or marine paymaster respectively that their pay may be stopped 
aecoi-dingiy. (4) To prevent the ill effects of people going out of 


’ Pnb. Diary 11 of ITST'SS, W6 ■ 147. 
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the hospital and changing their diet too soon, a discretional power is 
hereby given yon in cases of necessity to make some small addition to 
the present allowance o£ wine and fresh provisions when a patient is 
on the recovery. (5) It is ordered that as they go into the hospital 
the sick be entered under the care of each surgeon, each surgeon 
taking one week, but that you both constantly visit the hospital and 
consult with each other in all cases of danger. (6) That each surgeon 
have a key of the medicines. (7) As nothing can contribute 
more to the relief of your patients than preserving a good harmony 
between yon, the same is positively enjoined. (8) The officers of the 
military and marine are ordered daily to visit the hospital as an 
encouragement to the sick, and are to observe whether proper care be 
taken of the sick and report what they find amiss. (9) The Moody^s 
account of hospital charges having pretty much increased of late, you 
are to take particular care that nothing be charged therein but wl^t is 
actually us^ for the hospital.^ 

Two years later at a Consultation of the 6th June 1740, the President 
remarked to the Board that although sundry good regulations had 
been made by this Government from time to time for the well admi- 
nistering the hospital, complaints were still received both from the 
Military and Marine, insomuch that the people who were sick or 
distempered seemed averse to repair to the hospital, choosing rather to 
continue out of it at the hazard of their healths. He continued : As 
this state of affairs is well vrorth the consideration of the Board, 
the following measures are resolved upon, which it is hoped will 
effectually remedy any disorder or complaint of the like kind in 
future. It is ordered and appointed as a standing rule that the land 
paymaster for the time being, the marine paymaster for the time 
being, and the Captain Commandant do weekly together and in com- 
pany visit the hospital, enquire into the condition thereof, taking 
especial notice if the sick are duly attended and provided with proper 
nourishment, bedding, clothes, and all necessaries, and likewise hear 
if any complaints are made of any grievance whatever that the same 
may be forthwith examined into and redress follow. And of this 
weekly visit or inspection, report to be weekly made in writing to the 
President signed by the said inspectors, containing their opinion 
likewise of what necessaries may be wanting or further regulations 
may be conducive to the good government of the hospital and the accom- 
modation of the .sick. The eldest Company's servant is to appoint 
and notify to the two others the time of meeting and attendance on 
this visit.^ 

In obedience to these orders, on the 12th June 1740, the hospital 
inspectors submit the following report : The hospital cook-room dis- 
tillery and several of the wards are exceedingly wet and damp. This, 
as the floors are doubly tiled, we chiefly impute to a large quantity of 
undrained water lying on the Green at the back part of the cook-room 
and compound wall. This damp must of consequence make those 


I Sec. Out. L. B. 8 of 1738 - 1741, 9 * IL ® Pub. Diary 13 of 1739-40, 241 . 242, 
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places very nnwholesome to the sick. The cook-room and distillery 
are in so very ruinous a condition as to absolutely require being soon 
rebuilt. At or before these repairs if a proper stone and chunam drain 
■was made for carrying this water through the hospital or near it, into 
the sea, the change would in our opinion greatly contribute to the 
keeping those places dry. It would at the same time render the 
neighbouring wards of greater use for lodging the sick in than at 
present they seem to us to be. The back part of the compound next 
the sea which was very dirty, we have ordered to be daily cleaned. We 
think if that part of the compound wall was somewhat raised, it 
would greatly prevent pernicious liquors being brought into the hospi- 
tal which we are afraid is too often practised, to the great prejudice 
and endangering the lives of the people. To make the hospital more 
convenient and wholesome the inspectors made detailed proposals repre- 
senting a total cost of Es. 5414.^ 

After considering the Hospital Inspectors^ report, the Board agree, 
20th Juno 1740, that the beds, banian shirts, drawers, presses for keep- 
ing them, and kitchen utensils and screens be instantly provided and laid 
in at the best hand. The President undertakes to digest and prepare 
due regulations for -their safest keeping and distribution, as well as 
for the eopperware used in the kitchen ; all which have hitherto as it 
appears been under no regular management or control, but remained 
almost without account. Also for securing the more frequent attend- 
ance of the Doctors on the sick j and whatever else may be wanting to 
the good economy and administration of that place. As to the drain 
which is mentioned to be necessary, with the other repairs, they are 
deferred to further consideration, both as the season does not now 
admit of setting about them, as likewise to gain a clear knowledge of 
the premises, in order to limit the expense as much as possible.® 

At a Consultation of the 27th October 1740, the Board, after 
considering two reports from the weekly Inspectors of the Hospital, 
agree in the necessity of raising the several works, and that ceiling the 
wards, together with the other conveniences recommended for the more 
commodionsly accommodating the sick, may be a means of preserving 
the lives of such unfortunate people as are obliged to have recourse 
there, it is agreed that the works be set about. At the same time that 
we recommend the greatest care be taken the charges do not exceed the 
calculate annexed to our Consultation of the 20th June last. And that. 


^ Pub. Diary 13 of 1739*40, 261 - 264, The details are : 
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previous to building the sheds proposed for the dependents on the 
hospital an estimate of the expense attending the same be laid before 
us for our determination.^ 

At a Consultation of the 10th December 17 41 the Board read a 
letter from the Inspector of the hospital representing the great dili- 
gence of one Morar Purvoe, an assistant in the hospital, who gives a 
constant regular attendance and is said to be extremely useful in 
preparing the doctors^ prescriptions, and recommending Morar being 
appointed mate in the room of one Bd,lu formerly in that employ. This 
is agreed to and for Morar'^s encouragement his allowance is increased 
from Rs. 12 to Rs. 16 a month.^ 

On the 13th March 1743 the Court write : We have resolved to 
send medicines annually to a certain value for the use of our settle- 
ments, be the indents more or less, and not to supply the surgeons with 
any for their own separate account, as was formerly proposed. If any 
can be spared and the country ships are supplied with them, or any be 
made use of by the surgeons in their private practice, they must give 
an account of the same, and pay the value of all such as are disposed 
or made use of, with an advance of twenty per cent upon invoice, into 
our cash. The storekeeper must see that this order is duly complied 
with.® 

On the 20th March 1744 the Court again write: As the medicines 
expended by the surgeons in venereal eases, on the soldiers and seamen, 
amounted to no more in eight months than eighteen rupees, we acqui- 
esce in your repaying that sum. You add upon this occasion that 
stoppages create murmurs, so that the men are to be cured iu future 
wi^ our medicines. To this we agree.^ 

At a Consultation of the 30th December 1745 the Board observe: 
Doctor Trotter, who was sent to Poona in September last at (BdMji) 
Bdjirao^s particular request to attend him in his illness, being lately 
returned, presents an account amounting to Rs. 681-2-40 disbursed 
extraordinarily by him. The said account appearing very reasonable, 
directed that the land paymaster discharge the same.® 

On the 14th March 1746 the Board read the following letter from 
Thomas Marsh and others : Agreeable to an order of this Board we 
have visited the hospital and shall here lay before your Honour such 
observations as we judge worthy your notice. We find the hours at 
present observed by the surgeons in visiting the sick are six or seven 
in the morning. This appears to us an improper time for the following 
reasons : Because as they visit but once a day and then order what physic 
is to be given on the following, at the early hours abovementioned, they 
cannot so well know whether it will operate or not. Neither can the 
patients judge of their own state or any alterations the night may have 
produced on their being just awaked from sleep so weU as they might 


1 Ftib. Diary 13 of 173940, 373. » Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 43§* 

8 Pub. Dep. Court's Letters VoL 3 of 1742 - 1751, 43. 

* Pub. Dep. Court's Letters Vol. 3 of 17^3 1751^ f Ia-, 
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an lionr or two afterwards. We therefore think eight or nine o^eloeb 
a more proper season. By that time the surgeons can be informed if 
what was ordered the day preceding has had the desired effect ; and 
the patients will be better able to give an account of themselves in all 
other respects necessary to be known before new prescriptions are 
entered upon. As the afternoon is generally the time for taking in 
patients one of the surgeons should attend and order w^hat medicines 
may he proper for them that night as well as to observe what 
alterations there may be among the rest of the patients since the morning 
visit. Whether it might not be well to divide the patients between 
the two surgeons we propose to your consideration. As most of the 
profession differ something in their practice^ if the same patient is 
prescribed to indifferently by either, it may probably on some critical 
occasion turn to his prejudice. In dangerous cases the surgeons 
shonld advise with each other for the common benefit of the sick under 
their respective care. Taking notice to the surgeons of the large quantity 
of port-wine used in the hospital and enquiring whether there might 
not be cordials given to patients when on recovery that would be 
equally serviceable and be had on much easier terms, and finding that 
a cordial may be made of Batavia arrack with spices far preferable in 
many cases and much cheaper than port it induced us to recommend 
to the surgeons the practice of it in all such eases, in order to cause 
some saving in the article of wine. This they promised us to do. On 
examining the hospital abstract and computing the necessary services 
we judge three men may be spared and accordingly recommend the 
striking them off. Here we esteem it our duty to take notice that 
only two of these are real, the other nominal, whose pay of Rs. 5 a 
month the head surgeon informs us was an indulgence of Mr. Morley^s 
to him. When these are struck off the allotment will stand thus : 

In the surgery 1 mate and 2 assistants ... 3 

A Purvoe to take account of medicines- and 
linen ... - : ,1 ■ ■ , 

Ward Servitors, two to each ward ... ... 12 

Victnalman 1 

Washerman 1 

, , , Barber . v'V.''*;*:./ V.i;' 

tiaialkhors ... -5 

Black Doctors, one at Maliim and one at 
Bombay 2 

26 

The above appointments we judge very sufficient for affording the 
sick due attendance and administering to them in all other necessary 
resi^ects as well the patients within doors as without. The bedding 
and some part of the linen appears decent and what is sufficient for the 
present service as there are but few patients at this season of the year. 
The cots are rather too short which the land paymaster will see 
remedied when any new ones are made, and before the rains set in an 
addition will be warrted to th^e other articles on the increase of patients 
usual at that season. Separate cells for lunatics we think would be 
necessary at a little distance as the noise of people thus afflicted must 
gr^tly disturb others labouring under different disorders. Near the 
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back gate of the hospital is a place that may be fitted up at a small 
expense the better to secure these niihappy and sometimes disorderly 
patients. We think likewise it wonld be very useful if the hospital 
servants eonld be induced to move all within the gates for their better 
giving attendance in the night time as occasion may require. If yout 
Honour approve, the land paymaster may be ordered to allot them 
ground for their dwellings^ and, if a month or two^s pay was advanced 
them on this account, we judge it would not be ill besto wed and the power 
of reimbursing the Honourable Company is in your own hands either 
by stoppages or by causing their said houses to be made over to you, 
though this we recommend only in ease it cannot be afforded without 
such an advance is made them. 

At the same day^s Consultation these suggestions of the Hospital 
Inspectors were approved and forwarded to the surgeons as standing 
orders.^ 

In 1750 Mr, Grose writes : Bombay had long borne an infamous 
character for unhealthfulness. It was commonly called the burying- 
ground of the English ; but this was only until an experience, bought 
at the expense of a number of lives, had rendered the causes of such 
a mortality more known, and consequently more guarded against. 
Among others the principal causes doubtless were, first, the nature 
of the climate and the precautions and management required by it 
not being so sufficiently known as they now are. Poimerly, too, 
there obtained a practice esteemed very pernicious to the health of the 
inhabitants, employing a manure for the eocoanut trees that grow in 
abundance on the island, consisting of the small fry of fish, and called 
by the country name buckshaw ; which was undoubtedly of great 
service, both to augment and meliorate their produce ; but through 
its quantity being superficially laid in trenches round the root, and 
consequently the easier to be exhaled, as it putrefied it diffused a very 
unwholesome vapour. There are some however who deny this and 
insist on the ill consequences of this manure to be purely imaginary, 
or at least greatly exaggerated. But all are agreed that the habitations 
in the woods or eocoanut groves are unwholesome from the air wanting 
a free current through them, and from the trees themselves diffusing a 
kind of vaporous moisture unfavourable to lungs, a complaint common 
to all close-wooded countries. There has also been another reason 
assigned for the island having grown healthier from the lessening of 
the waters by a breach of the sea being banked off. This, however, 
does not seem to me a satisfactory reason. There is still subsisting a 
great body of salt water on the inside of the breach, the communication 
of which with the sea being less free than before the breach was built, 
must be in proportion more apt to stagnate and breed noxious vapours. 
The improvement is due therefore more to the different diet and manner 
of living of the Europeans ; and also to the place being provided with 
more skilful physicians than formerly when there was less niceness in 
the choice of them. Surgeons and surgeons'^ mate^ of ships, and those 
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none of the espertest, used to be admitted almost without any or but 
a superficial examination. The same negligence was also observed 
with respect to the gallies and other armed vessels of the Company 
in those parts. The'pay was too slender to invite into snch service 
any capable persons. Mr. Phipps^ one of the former Governors^ on 
examining the marine establishment of Bombay^, wherein he proposed 
making retrenchments by way of currying favour with his Masters at 
home by the falsest and most ruinous economy, observed the Surgeon^s 
pay rated at Rs, 42 (that is five guineas) . Mr, Phipps said the figures 
are by some mistake transposed, and curtailed the pay to Rs. 24. 

Whatever may be the reason the point is certain that the climate is 
no longer so fatal to the English inhabitants as it nsed to be, and is 
incomparably more healthy than that of many other of our settlements 
in India, The most common disorders are fever, bloody fluxes, cutaneous 
eruptions, and a sort of tetter called ringworms. The barbeers, a violent 
disorder that generally ended in rendering all the limbs paralytic, 
and the mordeehin, w^hich is a fit of violent vomiting and purging that 
often proved fatal, are distempers hardly now known on the island.^ 
In short, this place, the name of which used to carry terror with it in 
respect to its unhealthiness, is now no longer to be dreaded on that 
account, provided any common measure of temperance be observed 
without which the tenure of health in any climate must be hazardous.^ 

At a Consultation of the 7th June 1767, the new fortification pay- 
master lays before the Board an account of Rs. 380-3-0 of country 
medicines supplied since March last to such of the workmen procured 
from the adjacent countries as have been seized with the present 
distemper which rages among the natives. As the country doctor who 
attends the workmen has met with great success, agreed that he be 
allowed Rs. 20 a month during the time the distemper continues.® 

At a Consultation on the 29th December 1758, the Board received 
the following letter from the Surgeons of the King^s (Seamen^s) hospital 
(on Old Woman^s island) through their Admiral Pocock, dated 24th 
December 1758 : The want of a house near the hospital prevents our 
giving the attendance to the sick we could wish. It also gives the people 
many opportunities of committing disorders which they would not have 
if under our nearer inspection. It further affords the servants an 
opportunity of absenting themselves from attending the sick with many 
other inconveniences in provisions. We beg leave to mention a Com- 
pany's house near the Hospital where Mr. Ives lived and is now in 
possession cf a single woman who has made frequent complaints of 
inconveniences from the people. 

On the same day (29th December) the Board pass the following 
orders : Agreed we acquaint the Admiral that as we are very willing, 
as far as lies in our power, to remove the want of those conveniences 
complained of by the Surgeons, we shall desire Mr. W. De la Garde 
to whom the house belongs as Superintendent of the Powder Works to 


^ Details o£ tliese two diseases will he found in Colonel Yule’s Hobson- Jobson articles 
Barbeer and Mordecbino. 

® Grose’s Yoyage to tbe East Indies, I. 30 - 33 . ^ 30 j 757^ 1 92. 
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accommodate Mrs. Stevens to whom he has lent it in another honse 
if any is to be rented, in which case we shall make her a suitable 
allowance while the squadron remains here. ^ 

In a letter of the 25th April 175% the Court of Directors write : 
We have come to a resolution that the medicines and drugs for the 
use of the Company^ factories and garrisons of Bombay, Fort St. 
George, and Bengal, be supplied by the persons and society under- 
mentioned in the following proportions : 

Messrs. Silvanus and Timothy Bevan ... ... Six- tenths. 

S^fessrs. Alexander Johnston and Co. ... ... Three-tenths. 

The Company of Apothecaries ... ... One-tenth. 

The medicines and drags consigned to you will, therefore, be distin- 

guished accordingly on purpose that, for our future government in the 
provision of them, we may be informed of the goodness and quality 
of those respectively furnished by the said parties. You are there- 
fore to cause the most exact enquiry to be made as to their good- 
ness and quality and send us an impartial report of the result by the 
first opportunity.^ 

A Consultation of the 11th February 1768 records : Notwithstand- 
ing the latitude our Honourable Masters are pleased to give us for 
removing the hospital, it is agreed for the present to defer coming to 
any resolution regarding it. At the same time, as it has often been 
represented and as we are thoroughly satisfied, the present hospital is 
much too small, and as the Surgeons have frequently expressed the 
opinion to the President that if the hospital built some years ago on Old 
Woman^s island for the King^s seamen was converted into a convales- 
cent hospital that inconvenience would be effectually remedied and 
the sick recover much faster the air being remarkably good. It is 
therefore agreed to fit up the Old Woman^s island hospital properly 
and appropriate it to the use of a convalescent hospital.^ 

On the 6th April after considering the estimate the Board observe : 
The estimate of the expense which will be incurred by repairing the 
hospital at Old Woman^s island, running a wall round the whole, and 
dividing the two buildings in order to render them more convenient for 
a convalescent hospital, amounting altogether to Ks. 1591-3-4, is to be 
carried into execution.'^ 

A few months later the question of hospital accommodation was again 
before Government. In a Consultation of the 18th October 1768 the 
Principal Engineers Colonels Campbell and Keating were required to 
survey the present hospital and report whether in their opinion it 
is a proper one in point of situation size and accommodations for the sick. 
If not, how its defects can best be remedied.^ 

In a letter of the 18 th March 1768, the Court write: Yictualling 
the sick in the. hospital is a matter of great importance for the preser- 


I Pub. Diary 31 of 1768, 602-603, 604-605. 

® Pub. Dep, Court’s Letters Vol. 5 of 1757 - 1761, 175. 

» Pub. Diary 50 of 1768, 131. * Pub. Diary 50 of 1768, 236. 

s Pub. Diary 52 of 1768, 375. 
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vatiou of the lives of many of onr people both military and marina 
We shall therefore expect your particular regard to it. Wo think it 
necessary that a proper person should be appointed as steward to the 
hospital who is to supply all provisions that may be thought proper. 
The surgeons who attend will have an opportunity of seeing whether the 
steward furnishes such provisions as are wholesome. The military 
olEcers must also send surgeons belonging to that corps to^ see their 
own people and make their report every day to the commanding officer^ 
which will be very proper checks/ 

At a Consultation of the 3rd January 1769 the Board read the 
following letter from the surgeons of the hospital^ dated 3rd 
January 1769: We, having laboured under many difficulties in our 
situation, beg leave to relate them to your Honour requesting you will 
represent them to our Honourable Masters. We are sorry to^ find, 
when every department of the Honourable Company's service is 
enjoying the good effects of the Honourable Company's bounty, ours 
alone is not taken notice of. The station which as gentlemen we are 
obliged to support, to procure us some degree of respect, our income falls 
very short of doing. The whole of onr allowance is about Bs. 900 a 
year and every gentleman of this Honourable Board is sensible^ how 
short this goes to support a family. The bad health we often incur 
by following this troublesome fatiguing and dangerous profession, 
should, we think, entitle us to some little satisfaction. But from the 
smallness of our income, and the example of our deceased predecessors 
we have but little hopes, and never expect to get to England to spend 
the remainder of our days in quiet. As we then give up this hope we 
humbly presume to think we ought to have some indulgences here. 
On account of a number of our patients at times Ihdng out of town, 
we are under the necessity of keeping a conveyance to visit them.^ For 
this we have no allowance. This is a great hardship on us, for without 
we have a carriage of our own, we often can neither hire nor borrow 
one. If we apply to merchants to support us, it is said we neglect 
our business. Our advantages by private practice are trifling as we 
are paid or not as is agreeable tb the Honourable Company'^s civil or 
military servants, they looking on u.s as obliged to attend them by 
reason of our station. The surgeons at Bengal upon a representation 
to the President and Council, were redressed and a tolerable allowance 
given them. We think we ought to have an equal allowance, or more, 
as we have more business and of course can less apply to any other way 
to support us, there being sir surgeons of the hospital at Calcutta and 
only three here, and the troops are mostly in cantonments by which 
the doctors^ trouble is less. We hope that these considerations will 
induce your Honour either to represent this our case to the Honourable 
Company to give us the same allowance as the surgeons of the hospital 
at Calcutta enjoy, or any other allowance that is agreeable to them, or 
yourselves, to improve this our situation as we really have not money 
to support our station without following some other employment. To 


' Pub, Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. T of 1765 - 1768, 312. Comp, of Standmg Ord, VoL 
1759-1788, 100. ■ ■ 
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convince your Honours that what we say is matter of fact, we now lay 
before you a particular state of our expenses ; Es 


Washerman ... ... ... ... ... ... 4 

Four Coolies ... ... ... 20 

A Servant ... . ; ... . . ... S 

A Cook ... ... ... ... ... ... 8 

A Peon to bring provisions from the Bazar ... ... 5 

A Barber ... ... ... 4 

Carriage with Coachman and Horsekeeper 40 

Bazar Charges 100 

Wine, arrack, tea, sugar, clothes for seif and ser- 
vants ... 100 
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Total ... 289 

By this calculation your Honours will see that nothing is allowed 
for extraordinary expenses and that Rs. 300 a month barely main- 
tains us. As we are sensible of the justice and goodness of our Honour- 
able Masters, we do engage to bind ourselves and heirs, provided your 
Honour will give us the Rs. 310 a month allowed to the surgeons at 
Calcutta, to return the money with interest if our Honourable Masters 
disapprove of the concession. On the surgeons'’ letter the Board 
observe : We have already by the Greenwich set forth their case to 
the Honourable Company, and it is now again agreed to enforce the 
same in our address by the Calcutta. And, as we are fully sensible of 
the justice of what the surgeons represent, strongly to recommend their 
request to the Honourable Company’s consideration.^ 

The estimate of Rs. 1591-3-4 sanctioned on the 6th April 1768 for 
the conversion of the naval hospital on Old Woman'^s island into a 
convalescent hospital proved insufficient. At a Consultation of the 
7th February 1769, tbe land paymaster showed that one part of the 
building must be converted into quarters for a Resident Surgeon. 
The amended estimate amounting to Rs. 9324-0-16, was sanctioned 
and the work ordered to be carried into immediate execution.^ 

At a Consultation of the 28th February 1769 the commanding 
officer having represented to the President the necessity of having an 
hospital for the sepoys, as great inconveniences have beenf found to 
arise to the service from such of them as are sick being dispersed about 
the island, ordered that the land paymaster prepare and lay before 
the Board an estimate of the expense that will be incurred by building 
a shed to be used for the above purpose.^ 

A Consultation of the 30th July 1769 has the following entry : As 
many irregularities and neglects of the sick in their quarters have been 
found to arise from the surgeons of the several battalions acting in 
their practice independent of any one of their profession. It is there- 
fore agreed to appoint a surgeon-major to the garrison^ to whom, the 
surgeons must be accountable for their proceedings and who must also 
have inspection of the sepoy hospital when finished. The surgeon-major 
will receive the ten shillings a day as allowed at the other Presidencies 


3 Pub. Diary 53 of 1 769, 5, 8 - 10. * Pub. Diary 53 of 1769, 210. 
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and permission to supply tlie sepoy hospital with country medicines. 
Mr. Samuel Rieliardson being esteemed a proper person for the office 
is accordingly appointed.^ 

In answer to Bombay Goveimment letter of the 18th April ITGS, 
the Court in their letter dated 31st March 1769 write : It being of 
very great consequence to the healths of our civil and military 
servants that our surgeons should be men of abilities and eminence in 
their profession ; And as you lepresent the present allowances are by 
no means adequate to the trouble and expense they are necessarily 
obliged to incur and are not a sufficient encouragement for men eminent, 
or even for those of but a moderate share of knowledge, in physic and 
surgery to go to the East Indies, as our civil and military lines have of 
late years been considerably enlarged, we have determined to increase 
the allowances to our surgeons at the Presidency in the following 
manner: To the two head surgeons £150 and to the third and 
fourth £125 a year each, exclusive of house rent in order to en- 
courage them to persevere in exerting their utmost skill and abilities 
in their profession.^ 

In another letter of the 6th April 1770, the Court continue; By 
our general letter 31st March 1769, paragraph 97, you were informed 
of such an additional allowance made to surgeons at your Presidency 
as will, we hope, render the situation of those who are there agreeable, 
and be a sufficient inducement for men of abilities to embrace our 
service, when it; becomes necessary to entertain others therein.^ 

In the same letter (paragraph 160) the Court write : Prom a re- 
markable account of a cure being effected in the disorder of the liver, 
communicated to us by a gentleman of rank in our military service at 
Bombay, by the means of castor oil, which we are told in the East 
Indies is known by the name of erandi oil, we have taken the opinion of 
a physician of great eminence upon the case as stated. And we herewith 
send you for the information of the surgeons and other persons at 
your settlement who are skilled in physic, extracts of the letters upon 
the occasion both from the physician and the gentlemen who received 
the curef. Should you at any time be made acquainted with any 
extraordinary cases, and any new method of cure which has been 
attended with success you will do well to send us a circumstantial 
detail of such cases properly attested, to enable us, for the public good, 
to communicate such cases to the learned among the faculty, and to 
take their advice and opinion thereupon.‘^ 

At a Consultation of the 29th January 1771, the Board read the 
following letter from the surgeons of the hospital, dated 15th 
January 1771 : We have likewise duly attended the Honourable 
Courfs commands in the 160th paragraph of their letter of the 6th April 
relative to the use of castor oil in disorders of the liver. We are 


i FnK Dia^ry 54 of mo, m. 
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sorry that the extracts o£ the letters from the physician and gentlemen 
therein mentioned are not come to hand. We hare to observe that, 
in some particular cases and stages of the disorder called the liver, 
castor oil will bring on a copious discharge of the obstructed bilious 
humours, when mercurials, emetics, and other drastic medicines, also 
those of the lenient and anti-phi ogystic kind with tepid bathing, will 
have no effect. From the eonveniency of having it fresh we find 
castor oil .a very nseful medicine in many complaints particularly 
those of the biliary kind. In the same letter the surgeons return 
thanks for the additional salary granted them by their Honourable 
Masters, and make their remarks on the medicines received by the 
ships hitherto arrived. Ordered that this letter follow this Con- 
sultation, and that copies of the letters relative to the virtues of 
castor oil which have just been received in the True Britons packet be 
transmitted to the surgeons for their notice and observation.-^ 

At a Consultation of the 28th December 1770 the Board read 
the following report from the Hospital Committee dated 26th November 
1770 ; Having lately visited the hospital as a committee we lay before 
your Honour such observations as occurred to us in the course of 
our examination. The stated allowance of provisions appears to us to 
be very proper and perfectly sufficient. But as the men on recovery, 
under pretence of sending into the bazdr for tea and sugar, get 
supplied with many other articles improper for them, we would 
propose that tea and sugar be allowed at the Oompany^s expense under 
the head of country medicines to be given by the doctors to those 
patients they judge it proper for. As we are of opinion that the 
soldiers and sailors who have venereal complaints are frequently 
deterred from discovering them, and sometimes remain so long out that 
they become almost incurable, owing to their being charged for it out 
of their pay, we would propose that this expense be paid by the Honour- 
able Company and some other equivalent be made the surgeons in lieu 
thereof. As the hospital at Old Woman'^s island consists of three long 
ranges of buildings, we would propose that in agreement with the sur- 
geons^ advice each be divided into three wards and that ail the patients 
who have fevers fluxes and such like complaints be kept at that 
hospital and only such as have venereal complaints, wounds, and other 
casualties be continued in the hospital in town. That the Battalion 
Surgeons be ordered to attend at Old Woman^s island in turn one 
every month to assist the surgeons of the convalscent hospital who 
are both to act under the directions of the general hospital surgeons 
who are also to act in turn and to visit once or twice every day the 
hospital at Old Woman^s island. We judge it necessary that for this 
purpose a conveyance should be allowed them and it will be also necessary 
that one or two boats be kept in constant pay to carry over the 
servants^ provisions and necessaries.^ 

On this report the Board resolve that, agreeable to the commit- 
tee's recommendation, the surgeons must supply such patients with 
tea and sugar as they may judge requisite, charging the expense 

1 Pab. Diary 57 of 1771, 73, 74. ® P^b. Diary m of 1770, 816 - 817. 
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thereof in their bill for country medicines. The Board reject the 
committee's suggested compensation to the surgeons for relinquishing 
their claim to the usual charge for the cure of venereal complaints 
holding it contrary to the practice of all hospitals. At the same time 
as the surgeons^ daily provision allowance of 15 res is inadequate the 
Board agree to increase this allowance 5 res a day and that the 
surgeons do not in future charge anything to their patients for 
venereal complaints. The Board further resolved that the Hospital 
at Old Woman^s islatid be fitted for the reception of such patients 
as the committee mentions, and the several other alterations recom- 
mended by them be carried into execution with all convenient speed 
concerning which the necessary orders must be given to the proper 
oflEleers.^ 

In a letter of the 25th April 1771 the Court of Directors write : We 
have received very extraordinary accounts of the efiicacy of a 
medicine for the cure of dysentery and all inward bleedings. As these 
accounts are supported by the testimony of several persons of conse- 
quence who have experienced its salutary effects in the West Indies 
and other parts of the world, we could not hesitate about giving this 
medicine a trial, in hopes of its preventing the loss of many persons 
in India, where such numbers are carried off by that dreadful disorder. 
With this view we send in the Godfrey packet some bottles of this 
medicine with directions enclosed in a box, It is particularly recom- 
mended that the surgeons of your Presidency be strictly enjoined to give 
this medicine a fair trial and to report the result.^ 

A Consultation of 1st October 1771 records t As the convalescent 
hospital at Old Woman^s island is reported to be fitted up and ready 
for the reception of the sick as their general hospital, ordered that the 
surgeons remove them from the hospital in town conformable to our 
intention expressed in our minute of the 28th December last regarding 
it. The land paymaster is also ordered to erect a proper room at that 
place for the hospital guard room.^ 

A Consultation of 14th April 1772 records': A stoppage of 
Rs. 7 a month is to be made from the pay of each soldier in the 
hospital, and Rs, 8 a month from the pay of each sailor, to com- 
mence from the 1st of next month. This will cause a considerable 
reduction in the hospital charges and we hope be a means of preventing 
those people going to Ae 'hospital and continuing there without cause*^ 

A Consultation of 17th December 1773 records: We have reason 
to believe that with proper regulations such as we now propose 
to establish the business and expense of the hospital may be conduct- 
'more to the advantage of the Honourable Company when the 
expense of the hospital is immediately defrayed by them than when 
it is contracted for. As the contract entered into last year is now 


S.*,* fnh. mis of 1770, 1'l2- 813, 

3 7 CJoart^s Letters Tot 8 of 1769-1771, 274r, 

4 m of 1771, 966. 

Diary 60 of 1772, 391. Oomp, of Stoding Ord. Tot 2 of 1759 • 1788, 273. 


‘Materials.] 




ANB ISLAND. 561 

expired and as do not intend to enter into another^ as directed by 
our Honourable Employers in their commands dated the 18th March 
17685 it is resolved that a steward be appointed for victualling the 
sick in the hosjutal who is to act under the orders of and to be subject 
to the military paymaster.-^ 

At a Consultation of the 24th December 1773 the Board read the 
following letter from the Committee of the hospital, dated 18th Decem- 
ber 1773 : Conformable to your Honours'* orders we meet this day to 
settle the number of servants necessary for the hospital and to 
regulate their wages. The following, we are of opinion, will fully 
®.nswer the above purpose, which we subject to your Honours* consi- 
deration ; 


Rs. 

Four Dressers, two at Rs. 10 and 
two at Rs. 8 ... ... 36 

Eight Compounders at Rs. 7 56 

Two Decoction boilers at Rs. 6,„ 12 
Two Bleeders at Rs. 6 ... 12 

Eight Haldlkhors at Es. 6 ... 48 

One Boy for every eight men, 
that is 25 boys at Es. 5 ...125 

Two GJothsmen at Rs. 6 ... 12 

Five Watermen at Es. 5 ... 25 

One Washerman ... ... 26 


The upper subordinate staff includes eight assistants on monthly 
pay varying from Rs. 7 5 to Rs. 30. The details are : 


Assistants-* 

Rs. 

Assistayits, 

Rs. 

Mr. March 

76 

Mr^ Tomkius 

30 

Mr. Crozier 

76 

Ml- Diderot 

40 

Mr. Fieeming 

66 i 

Joseph Mathews ... 

80 

Mr. King 

40 

' Joseph Cabral 

30 


XVM, 

Moro Shivdji Purvoe per month.. 28 
Do. Gratuity do, ... 12 


Vithoba Purvoe ... ... 20 

Aba Bhikdji ... ... 10 

Raghundth Di^d^ji... ... 16 

Eima Bhikdji ... ... 10 

Kiishinith Bhikaji ... iO 

Four Peons, two for each hospital 20 
Six Doll men at Es. 7 ... 42 

Four Bigiris at Bs. 5 ... 20 


From the representation of the surgeons we find that Me^rs. King 
Tomkins and Diderot are of very little use to the hospital as they 
cannot be relied upon either for compounding or dispensing of medi- 
cines, Consequently they are an incumbrance upon the hospital and 
incur unnecessary expense. We have reduced the pay of Moroji 
head Purvoe to what it formerly was, Rs. 28 a month. But in 
consideration of his long services, and from the strong recommenda- 
tions of the surgeons in his favour; we have been induced to allow him 
a monthly gratuity of Rs. 12, which we hope will meet your Honour*s 
approbation. 

On this letter the Board observe : The Committee of the hospital 
report to the Board by letter now read pursuant to order, the wages 
proper to be given and the number of servants necessary in the 
hospital which is approved. It is ordered, as two of the assistant 
surgeons, mentioned in the report to be an incumbrance only, came 


« Pub. Diary 64 of 1773, 855, Comp, of Ord, ToL 2 of 1753-1788, 276. 
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from Madras, that they return thither hy the first opportunity, and 
that they be discharged from the service. . i. t, i q 

Of the administration of the hospitals a Consultation ^ , 

February 1774 records the following details; 

during the month of January 1774 the nunaher of ^ 

their -disorders as follows: 2057 . venereal cases “ 

226 sores and ulcers, 166 rheumatism, 156 fever, 100 .J^Jlux 
87 scrophula, 84’ contusions, 70 

62 fistula; 55 consumption, 36 dropsy, 33 ^ para,lysis, 31 contrition 
of the thigh muscles, 31 scurvy, 31 ophthalmia, 23 hy^ . • ’ 

17 hsemorrh^e, 6 epilepsy. Iii the cowalescent hospital 

the same monTh’cJanSarl 1774) of 2372 Mck 434 bad mtermithog 
fever 1160 fluxes, 180 liver, 34 piles, 174 rheumatism, 13 inilam 
mation of the scalp, 14 jaundice, ^ophthalmia, 131 umte cas^^ 
31 enlarged testis, 31 epilepsy, worms, 70 asthma and 
38 consumption.^ During the twelve months from the Ist May 17 /5 
to the 30th Aprill776 the European Hospitals had an avCT^e montMy 
attendance of 143, each costing on an average Es. 40-2-14 a “^4^ 
Of a total expenditure of Es. 82,444, Es. 10, 5^ were ^ooovered 
account of stoppages, leaving a net outlay of Es. 71,1)-/. in rne 
sepoy hospital an average monthly attendance of 195 at an average 
mMy cost of Es. 12-2-13 represented a total outlay 34,884 

and after deductions (Es. 5554) for stoppages a net outlay oi Es. 2y,d5U. 
Besides the expenditure on the two hospitals, Es. 18,271 w^e spem 
on a private dispensary, Es. 15,107 on medicines sent to submdina e 
stations, Es. 4940 on medicines for the marine service, and Es. 530 
on medicines for the Madras Battalion. To this total (less stoppages) 
of Es. 1,40,100 is to be added Es. 9248, the value of medicines and 
utensils received from England, and Es. 14,000 the yearly pay and 
allowances of the hospital surgeons, that is, during the year under 
report a total net outlay on health of Es. 1,63,348.^ 

. On the 24th April 1781, Rear Admiral Sir Edward Hughes in writ- 
ing to Government r^arding the docks says ; The extent of the marine 
yard as it is at this time, is much too small to give room for the neces- 
sary quantities of timber and workmen. I earnestly recommend that 
you will extend it so as to comprehend the two surgeons^ homes aBd 
the hospital on tihat side.^ On this letter at a Consultation of the 
13th June 1781, Government resolve ; The surgeons must be directed 
to report to us what place may be most suitable and convenient to 
remove the hospital to.® Agreeably to the above order the Surgeons 
report on the 19th June 1781 : We have been honoured with a letter 
from your Secretary of the 13th instant directing us to report to your 
Honour what place would be most suitable and convenient to remove 
the general hospital to. In obedience thereto and after mature consi- 
deration on the qualities so highly requisite to be attended to in the 


» Piib. Diary 64 of 177% §92 - 894, 903 - 904r? ^ Pub. Diary 65 of 1774, lOX > 103, 

® Statement dated 30tb Sept, 1776 in Pub, Diary 70 of 1776, 768. 

5.Pub. Diary .78 of 1781, Pub. Diary 78 of 1781, 311. 
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ijKoice of places for hospitals in this climate, on which the speedy 
recovery of the sick so materially depends, and in some degree the 
health and strength of the garrison, we do recommend the house the 
Admiral lately occupied, that is Mr. William Hornby^s house, as the 
most convenient and suitable for a general hospital. The situation is 
high, dry, healthy, and eonvenient ; the apartments are very spacious, 
lofty, dry, and airy ; indeed they are so well adapted as to ^nit of 
a free circulation of air through the whole of them in every season of 
the y^r, a circumstance of the greatest importance in an hospital. 
The out-ofEces are also convenient with the command of good water. 
The space is sufficient to accommodate 400 sick Europeans, allowing 
from 42 to 64 square feet to each man. We are of opinion that there 
is not in or near this garrison any place or building equally convenient, 
healthy, and commodious for the purpose of a hospital.^ 

On receipt of the Surgeons^ letter on the 20tb June 1781 Government 
resolve : Before we consider this subject, a plan should be prepared and 
laid before us for our approbation of a suitable hospital for this garrison 
constructed with bomb-proof apartments for the reception of the sick 
in ease of a siege.® 

Agreeably to the above order a plan and estimate for a new hospital 
were submitted to Government, on receipt of wliicli, the 26th Septemr 
ber 1781, the Board record : Read a letter from the Principal Engineer 
accompanied with a plan and estimate of a bomb-proof hospital for 
this garrison* From this it appears that the expense thereof is com- 
puted at the large sum of Es. 5,15,025-0-27. The ex;^nse of this 
undertaking, even allowing it should not exceed the estimate, is too 
great for us to think of incurring in our present circumstances. At the 
same time that we may .be judges of the whole expense and the plan 
be dig'csted and prepared in all its parts, in case at any time hereafter it 
should be Judged proper to carry it into execution, the Engineer 
must be directed to give in an estimate of the expense of removiiig the 
houses necessary to make room for this building. The Surgeons must 
also give in their opinion on the situation and construction of the 
proposed hospital with respect to healthiness and convenience.^ 

In his Oriental Memoirs (Vol. I. 152) Mr. Forbes says : When I left 
Bombay (1784) there were three large hospitals,, one within the gates 
for Europeans, another on the esplanade for the sepoys or native troops 
in the Company's service, and a third on an adjacent island (Old 
Woman*^s island) for convalescents. 

The earliest reference that has been traced to vaccination is in the 
Tours of I>r. Hove the Polish savant, who, when in Bombay in Decem- 
ber 1788, wrote : Mr. Farmer has inoculated about 1300 old and young 
out of which he- did not lose more than two. This has remarkably 
abated the small-pox.^ 


^ PuK Diary 78 ol 1781, 332. Diary 78 of 1781,. 326. 

3 Pub. Diary 78 of 1781, 463 - 454. 

^ Tours in Bom. G-ot. Sel. XVI. 194, Dr, Hov4 says (same page) : Bmall-pox bas appear- 
ed in Bombay ^nce the possession and commerce of Baropeans. Small-pox, like measles, 
seems to. hasre been known in India and China several eentnries before the rise of Islam 


.Oliapt^r IX* 
Miscellaneous. 

Proposed 

Hospital, 

1781. 


Three 

Hospitals, 

1784. 


Vaccination, 

1788, 


Chap^ IX. 
Miscellaoeous* 
Vaecination, 


ms. 


[Historical 


564 


BOMBAY TOWN 


On the 14th August 1801, the Bombay Government write to the 
L-omt •- VVe have the honour to enclose No. 7 in the packet copy of a 
letter from the Medical Board relative to the vaccine small-pox on 
^ earnestly to solicit your Honourable Court's assistance 

tor the secure transmission of the matter to tliis country either in the 
mnners^gestedby them or in any other that may appear to your 
Monourj^le Court still more efficacious and likely to succeed. Our 
Presffient has wt^n on the same subject to the Earl of Elgin, and 
the Residents at Basi-a and Bagdad have also been instructed by our 
Secretary to further the Medical Board's recommendations.^ 

On the_4th Eebruary 1803, the Court reply : We shall endeavour to 
eeanpiy with your request in the matter of the vaccine small-pox.^ 

April 1803, the Bombay Government write to the 
^ -p- ^ opportunity we have the honour to forward ta 

^ pamphlet recently published, 
■monf Doctor George Keir of your medical establish- 

T A' A account of the introduction of the cow-pox inte 

crf-nJiiTno 4 - time we deem it no more than justice to that 

have proved a principal 

lic! of the discoverj to this island and of' 

its dmusion hence to every part of India.® 


ton W tSt Asia to E^ope. Stih Dr. Koto’s inform- 

•Dox mav ]ia\re heppk Portuguese a fresh or a fiercer form of smallr 

this extent, Dr. Hove’s state- 
cannot he pacified Mother is Sia the Cold, and how sha 

* TTOman cLryintr a child ?n l^ fact that many images of Bita are of 

devotees of SttS?Ss“ves PaJ^o“°V''“ 

wsligioBs Hindu beggars wlmMoftoW« f Pn«»ts and are perhaps the only 
'Pub. Den ^ * ”1": ^tms of Europeans. 

»^b Den Court fol. 33 of 1800 - 1803, 13S, 

Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 33 of 1800 - 1803„ 315. 
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CHAPTER X. 

INSTITUTIONS AND OBJECTS* 

Section I.— Institutions. 

The following paragraphs summarise such details as have been 
collected regarding the following Public Institutions of Bombay 
arranged m alphabetical order ; Admiralty House^ Arsenal, Barracks, 
Bunal Grounds, Churches, Cooperage, Courts of Justice, Customs 
House, Gardens, Government House, Hospital, Jail, Mint, Parsonaae 
Secretariat, and Town Hall : i » ^ , s , 

For the last thirty years Admiralty House has been the bangalow 
at the south-end of the Marine Lines, at present (1894) occupied by 
His Excellency the Naval Commander-in-Chief. This bangalow then 
known as No. 2, the Commodore^s Bangalow, was purchased bv 
Government in 1860 for Rs. 14,877.i ^ 

In 1864 the Secretary of State directed (Bombay Government 
Resolution No. 233 dated 4th April 1864) the Bombay Government 
to provide a house for the Admiral, who, instead of a Commodore, was 
then about to be appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Naval forces 
The Admiral was to be given Rs. 12,000 a year special aUowances 
and to be provided with servants to the extent of Rs. 100 a month. 
These allowances were to be paid with strictness. In accordance with 
this despatch the bangalow in the Marine Lines was allotted and fur- 
nished and the Admiral took possession of it on the 22nd of November 
1864. His Secretary writing on the 1st December 1864 heads his 
letter Admiralty Bangalow. 

The earliest known reference to an Admiralty House is in 1754 
Dr. Ives (Voyage from England to India, 1754, page 34) notices 
as the place where the Admiral stays Tank House so called from the 
neighbouring tank. He adds : The Admiral had a chaise and pair of 
oxen, for Indian horses were scarce and of little value, and used to drive 
to Malabdr hill, the end of Old Woman's island, Marmulla (that is 
Mad Mala the cocoapalm orchard perhaps the spot in Mdhim still 
known as Man Mala but more probably a general term for the 
palm-woods), and other places. This Tank House seems to have been 
built as a Government House by Sir J. Wybourne (Deputy Governor 
1686-1690). A deed of 1715 (Collector's Deed Pile, Record No 35) 
describes the boundaries of Sir J. Wybourne's house as east the road 
to the shipping, west the Green, north the new Smiths' shops, south the 
Honourable Company's Bandar. This is the same house which was 
bought from a Mr. John Hill fox the Company in February 1715 for 
Rs. 3000 and sold to the same Mr. J ohn Hill in December 1719(1715 ?) 


> Eetum of Public MiUtary Buildings (Bombay Defences Division) corrected un to 
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for Es. 180 (Warden^s Landed Tenures, Bombay Government 
Selection LXIV. 83). 

That the tank from which Tank House took its name was close to 
if not on the site of Ihe circular tank to the north of the Town Hall, 
is shown by entries in the Bombay Diary of the 3rd and 27th August 
1742 (Bombay Town Materials, I. 252) regarding the necessity of 
building a wall from the pay office to the Tank House to prevent the 
large tank near the foot barracks and fronting the fort from being 
fouled by bathers and cattle. Nine years later (1751) in his map of 
Bombay (Voyage to the East Indies, I. 29’) Grose shows Tank House 
on this same site. When no Admiral was stationed in Bombay, Tank 
House was at this time still used as Government House, About 
11 o^clock on the 17th November 1750 (Public Diary 23 of 1750, 
412) the Governor, the Honourable William Wake, attended by 
the Honourable Company's covenanted servants and the leading inha- 
bitants of the place went from the Tank House to the waterside. 
At his going off Mr. Wake was saluted with three volleys of small 
arms from part of the Regiment posted there and twenty-one guns from 
the Fort which was answered from the Boscawen who immediately 
set sail being met at the mouth of the harbour by His Majesty^'s 
ship Tartar which sailed with her to a proper distance to the 
westward. So in 1757 and 1758 Government support their applica- 
tion to buy Mr. John Spencer^s house, the present Old Secretariat, as 
a Government House for Rs. 15,161-0-91, by explaining that the 
Tank House (Bombay Town Materials, I. 315 - 31 6 and Letters to the 
CourtVol. 5 of 1758, 75) is occasionally wanted to accommodate 
the Admirals on their coming to Bombay. The Diary of the 20th 
May 1761 (Volume 36 of 1761, 409-410 and Public Department 
Letters to the Court Volume 8 of 1761, 122) contains the- following 
reference to Tank House as Admiralty House : About 9 o'clock this 
morning departed this life of a sort of apoplexy Charles Steevens Esq. 
Rear Admiral of the Red Squadron of His Majesty's ships and the East 
India Company's armed vessels employed in the East Indies. The 
colooxs of the Fort and of all the ships in the road were immediately 
struck half staff and the necessary orders issued for solemnizing his 
funeral in a manner suitable to his rank. Accordingly about six 
o’clock in the evening the President and Council and other European 
inhabitants with Admiral Cornish all the captains and most of the 
officers of His Majesty's ships met at the Tank House where the corpse 
lay, the garrison under arms lining the street from thence to the 
church. At about half -past six the procession began and marched in 
the following order : First a Brigade of artillery consisting of four pieces 
with a proper number of gunners to serve them. Next a detachment 
of 200 men commanded by a field officer with their arms reversed, the 
drums and fifes playing a dead march, then the boys of the charity 
school, and after them the corpse, the pall being supported by six of the 
senior captains of the squadron. The Governor and Admiral Cornish 
followed as chief mourners, and after them the rest of the captains of 
, His Majesty's ships, the Members of Council and other principal inhabi- 
tante and officers of the Squadron walking two and two. On the 
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corpse leaving tlie house the Norfolk^ on which the Admiral hoisted his 
flag^ hj a signal from the Fort began to fire half-minute guns which was 
continued till every ship in the road had fired each twenty. Again when 
the body was laid in the ground the detachment of 200 men &ed three 
volleys and the Fort fifty-six (the age of the deceased) half -minute 
guns. The ships ceased firing about 10 o-^clock at night. The whole 
was conducted with the most solemn pomp and regularity and all the 
honours possible to the deceased. 

A month later Admiral Steevens*^ successor, Admiral Samuel Cornish 
(Pub* Diary 37 of 1761, 566), wrote from Tank House to Government i 
I am sorry to be under the necessity of acquainting you that I find the 
situation of the house at present appointed for me extremely disagree- 
able. It affects my health and being near the Tank is so full of vermin 
as to render it hardly habitable. I desire that a house may be procured 
more favourable to my position as a commanding officer. I am 
informed Mr. Charles WhiteliilFs house is untenanted. As, from its 
connection with the Dockyard and the view it affords of the harbour, 
its situation is very • well calculated for a commanding officer's 
residence, I shall be much obliged if you will please to appoint that 
house for my residence.^ When Admiral Cornish wrote, Mr. Whitehill 
was absent at Mokha. On his return in August Mr. Whitehill agreed 
(Letter to Government dated 13th August 1761, Pub. Diary 37 of 
1761, 566 - 567) to let his house to the Company for two or three years. 
He pointed out that the warehouses on the ground floor gave a monthly 
rent of Es. 205. He offered to let the house at any rent the Government 
might fix provided they kept it in repair and furnished him with 
another house to live in. Government suggested Rs. 350 a month and 
Mr. Whitehill agreed. In their letter of the 10th April 1762 (Bombay 
Town Materials, II, 4^67), in informing the Court of Directors of this 
transaction, Government contended the rent was moderate considering 
how much of the amount could be recovered from letting the warehouses. 
In their reply, dated the 6th April 1763, the Court did not accept the 
Bombay view of the transaction. The Court could not but think 
Mr. WhitehilFs house pretty dear at Rs. 350 a month especially 
when they had to keep it in repair and also to provide another house 
for Mr. Whitehill. The question arises where was Mr, WhitehilFs 
house. It was near the Dockyard and commanded a view of the 
harbour. Another statement (Pub. Diary 37 of 1761, 666-567) 
notes that two of the warehouses under it were close to the Church 
and another was close to Mr. Hornby^s house. It seems probable that 
this should be Mr. Hunter^s house. In spite of these somewhat per- 
plexing details there seems no reason to doubt that this Admiralty 
House was on the site of the north-west corner of Elphinstone Circle, 
now occupied partly by Kemp^s Buildings partly by the building at 
present used as offices by the B, B. & C, I, Railway Company. 


^ Mr. Whitehill seems to have recently completed this house. In his Landed 
Tenures of Bombay {Bom. Gov- SeL LXIV. 47, MS- Sel. 54, 81) Mr. Warden writes 
on the 20th August 1814 paragraph 121 ; It is within the recollection of some of the 
inhabitants now living that previous to the year 1704 'this site was a tank which was 
filled by Mr. Whitehill and the house huOt. 
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Before the three years were over, on the 13th May 1764^ (Pub. Diary 
40 of 1763, 324 and 42 of 1764, 292), the Admiral and Mr. Richard 
Collins the Commander in His Majesty Weymouth and other ships 
left Bombay for the Makb^r Coast and Madras. Soon after, in Octo- 
ber 1764) this and a neighbouring house belonging to Mr. John 
Hunter were (Bombay Town Materials, II. 469*^470) bought for the 
Secretary^ and other public offices. These buildings were still used 
as public offices at the time of the 1813 survey whose details settle their 
position at the north-west corner of Elphinstone Circle^ (Compare 
below Secretariat.) After the transfer, in 1 829, of the Secretariat offices 
from this site to the present Old Secretariat, the buildings to the north 
of the Cathedral were used by the Military Department and were 
known as the Military StafE buildings. In 1864 during the Share 
Mania time they were (Government Resolution, General Department, 
No. 1328 dated 1st August 1864, and Bombay Collector^ Compila- 
tion No. 626-S. of 1863) sold by Government in several lots to different 
persons, the total realising Rs. 6,64,138, an amount six times as great 
as the Rs. 1,05,000 paid a century before. The details are : 

MUitary Staff Buildings Sold^ 1864^ 


liOt 

No. 

Pmehaser. 

Area 

Sq. Yd. 
Rate, 

Amount. 

1 

Mr. Daddbhiii Honnasji K4ma*« 

Sq. Yds. 
425^ 

Rs. 

200 

Rs. 

85,111 

1,78,414 

2 

„ Bamanji Edalji 

1230^ 

145 

3 

„ Merwanji Fr4mji Pdnde ... 

1105 

160 

1,76,800 

4 

„ M^uekji Edalji H&nsotia ... 

12S2I 

05 

1,17,093 

1,06,720 

5 

Ditto 

1160 

92 


Total ... 

5X63t 

...... 

6,64,138 


The pext Admiralty House seems to have been the present Great 
Western Hotel, This house, which is still one of the finest on the island, 
stands in the Bombay Collector^ rent roll in Mr. William Hornbyk 
name for the first time in 1771-72.^ Mr. Hornby was President and 


^ F<k preriom entries sKowiug im wkose names this "house stood before 1771-72, see 
GIreat Western Hotel. 

Between 1764 and 1770 it is probable some house other than Mr. Hornby's may 
have been rented occasionally for the Admiral or the Haval Commander-in-Chief. 
On the 15th September 1769 the Court write {Pub, Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 8 of 
1769-1771, 114 - 115 and Compilation of Standing Orders Vol. 2 of 1759 - 1788, 341) : 
Notwithstanding the directions in the 15th paragraph of our letter of the 8th instant (to 
pay at the rate of Bs. 16 or 40 shillings a day to defray the expense of house rent), as 
St has since appeared that the commanding officer of His Majesty's Naval forces in 
the East Indies has been provided with a house, you are, therefore to accommodate Sir 
Jolm Lindsay or the Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty’s ships for the time being 
While he shall reside at yoUr Presidency with a handsome and commodious house at our 
expense as has been usual. Next year, on the 3rd December 1770, the Bombay 
Oovemment write to the Court (Pub, Dep. Letters to the Court VoL 17 of 1770, 
and Pub. Diary 55 of 1770, 358, 377) ' Sir John Lindsay on the 3rd July 
■^dressed us a letter on the subject tjf his allowance and enclosed us copy of a letter to 
him from Mr. Secretary MieheU, dated some days after his instructions, whereby it 
appeared to be your intentions during Ms stay at any of your Presidencies be should b© 
allowed a handsome and commodious house. We therefore ordered the rent of the 
bouse he had occupied here to he good and are glad to find the same is conformable to 
your orders of 15th September 1769 since received. 



Materials.] 


AND ISLi^D.' 569 

Governor from 1771 to 1784 during which period he may have enlarged 
and improved the building. Mr. Homby^s house must have been 
used as Admiralty House before 1781. In that year (24th April 1781, 
Bombay Town Materials, II. 201 - 203) Admiral Sir Edward Hughes re- 
commended the removal of the hospital and of the two surgeons^ houses 
from the Marine Yard (the present Dockyard). When the decision of 
the Naval Authorities was communicated to them the Medical Authori- 
ties (19th June 1781, Pub. Diary 78 of 1781, 326) gladly offered to 
leave the Marine Yard provided the house the Admiral lately occupied 
with its high dry and healthy rooms, its convenient out-houses, and its 
spacious accommodation fit to receive 400 siek Europeans was made over 
to them as an hospital. As this proposal did not find favour Mr. Hornby^s 
house continued to be the Admiralty House. In the following year 
(October 1782), at a monthly rent of Rs. 2000, Government leased 
Mr. Hornby^s house for ten years to serve as an Admiralty House. In 
1786 (Bombay Town Materials, II, 488-490) part of the house was 
set aside for the records of the Mayor^s Court and another part for the 
Court House; but in 1788 the Court was turned out to make room 
(Pub. Diary 11th March 1788, VoL 92 of 1788, 221) for the officers 
of the 71st Regiment as no other house was unoccupied. At the end 
(1792) of the ten years'* lease Government continued to hold part of 
the building at a monthly rent of Rs. 800. The reason why the Court 
was turned out of Hornby House in favour of the officers of the 71st 
Regiment is to be found in a letter of the Court of Directors dated the 
25th January 1782 (Pub. Dep. Courtis Letters Vol. 10 of 1778-1782, 
297 “ 298, 335) : We are sorry to observe, notwithstanding our express 
command that His Majesty^s forces should be properly accommodated 
with barracks or places to lodge in when not in the field and that in 
general the same attention should be paid to their welfare as to that 
of the Company's own troops, there should have been any ground of 
complaint on tbe above account from Port St. George. Copy of a 
letter from Lord Macleod to the Secretary at War and of his letter 
to ns on the subject are transmitted for your further information, and 
we now most positively enjoin yon to take effectual care that every 
proper and necessary accommodation he made for the reception of His 
Majesty's troops on their arrival at your Presidency. The Court 
continue : The Admiral or Oommander-in-Ghief of the Navy in India 
must .also be accommodated with a proper house and two houses must 
be provided for the captains ; but be the number of captains ever so 
great we cannot allow more than two houses for their reception on 
shore at the expense of the Company. 

Referring to these orders on the 30th September 1783 (Pub. Dep, 
Letters to the Court Vol. 27 of '17^3^84; 26-27,; t)iary 
80 of 1782, 688-589, 602-603; Pub. Dep.v Letters to the Court 
lOthPebniary 1784, VoL 27 of 1783-84,^ p7)‘^GoVernt3|ent'‘‘^rife 
to the Court ; It being necessary to prp'nde a proper house for the 
accommodation jof the Gommander-m-Chief of the fleet in ' India as 
directed in your commands the 25ih of ^January 1782, and ther^ 
being no other in the place either in point of situation or coiivemmce or 
in any other respect so well adapted for Ms residence as a house in the 
B 1006-72 
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Apollo street belonging to the President wliieh was occupied by 
A dmii’al Hughes when he was at Bombay the time before last^ the 
same being very spacious and commodious and contiguous to and com- 
manding a full view of the docks ; And as we were certain that this 
house would be most agreeable to the Admiral/ we requested the Pre- 
sident in Council the 25th October last p782) to acquaint us on what 
conditions he was willing to let it. He informed us that he would agree 
to let it to the Honourable Company with all the warehouses and 
appurtenance at the monthly rent of Bs. 2000 provided it was taken 
for the term of ten years certain, but not for a shorter time. This 
offer having been considered and a schedule of the house and ware- 
houses being laid before us, we observed that the whole of the 
wai-ehouses would be required and indeed were then mostly occupied 
for the Company's service. And that after 4^dueting their rent the 
remainder of the house allotted for the Admirars residence would only 
amount to Ks. 1095, which, in case of the fleet quitting India, may be 
applied to other useful and necessary purposes. We therefore resolved 
for the above reasons to take the house on account of the Honourable 
Company at the rent offered for the term of ten yeai'S provided you 
should approve of it. But should you signify your disapprobation there- 
at and give orders for that purpose, it was made a special agreement that 
upon due notice being given to the owner of such disapprobation the 
l^se of the house for ihe remainder of the time that might be unexpir- 
^ was to be null and void and the Company be liable for the rent for 
such period only as the house may have been occupied on their account. 
It was also agreed that the house was to be in perfect repair when 
received, on the part of the Company, after which common and inciden- 
tal repairs such as whitewastmg and glazing, were to be at the 
expense of the Company.^ 

In 1800 when the new Recorder’s Court was established in the main 

GCTbe schedule or accouufc of Mr. Homb/s Large House contains the following 
particulars (Pub, Diary 80 of 1782, 602 r 603}; Warebouses, one large warehouse se- 
parated from the bouse, estimated at the monthly rent of Bs. 230 ; six large warehouses 
under the body of the hcmse, Bs. 500 ; mx large warebouses under the back veranda, Bs, 80 ; 
one large warehouse or stable in the yard, Bs. 40 1 two warebouses or godowns in the 
^rdj Bs, 40j three small warebouses in the back compound, Bs. 15 j total Bs. 905. 
UemMm for the monthly rent of the house which exclusive of the above warebouses, 
contains as under mentioned, Bs, 10 ^ ; total rent Bs. 2000 a month. The house details 


JPart$, 

Length. 

Breadth. 

Height. 

One large Hall 

68 

38 

18 

Two large Dining Booms ... s.. 

50 

26 

18 

Tonv Bed Chambers ... 

25 

25 

18 

Two Bed Chambers 

25 

26 

18 

Two OMoea ... ^ 

16 


18 

A back veranda to the length of the House and 




opting at the ends to Terraces which form 




the roofs of the two Wings 

94 


18 

Poor Jarge Rooms, each ... 

The attic Storey a large Room with a yeranda 

m 

16 

round its three sides, the room alone 




aetoiroj- ... 

69 

39 

... 


1 ’ one cook room, one wood house, three 

® yard and a back 

compound, fiie ajiole j»remwes cont^, as per the Collpctor’s booksj 6361 square yards. 
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building, the Admiralty furniture was allowed to continue to be stored 
in a part of Mr. Hornby 'S House.^ 

Some time after 1790, perhaps about 1795, Admiralty House must 
hate been moved to the great block of buildings to the north of 
Forbes^ street and west of Apollo street, now used as Messrs, Finlay 
Muir and Company's offices^ which Dady Nasarvanji completed be- 
tween 1790 and 1800,® Occasions on which Dady^s Admiralty House 
must have been a centre of business and of gaiety are in 1795 (Low's 
Indian Navy, I. 206) the expedition against the Dutch in Ceylon when 
Hear Admiral Rainier left on board His Majesty^s Suffolk of 74 guns 
with Commodore Picket in command of the newly built (1793) 
Bombay of 38 guns; in 1810 (Ditto, 229-231) when Admiral Bertie 
and the Bombay Marine made their expedition to Mauritius; in 1811 
(Ditto, 237) when Rear Admiral Stopford led an expedition against 
Java; andin I824i (Ditto, 410-411) when Commodore 0. Grant, G.B., 
fitted out the Asia built in Bombay for the British Navy and led an 
expedition against Rangoon. In 1845 this great block of buildings 
is described at page 16 of the Bombay Calendar and Almanac as the 
Dady Buildings formerly known as Admiralty House. And in the 
conveyance dated the 13th December 1867 from the trustees of the 
Land Mortgage Loan to Mr. A. A. Sassoon the property is described 
as formerly called or known by the name of Admiralty House.^ 


1 Bombay Town Materials, III. 47-48. The Court must be credited with a monthly 
sum of Rs. 50 being the amount req^uired to hire a godown if the Admiralty furniture 
did not continue stored in the house. 

* These buildings are (1894) owned by the heirs of the late Mr. S. I). Sassoon, The old 
title-deeds recite (Indenture dated 17th January 1S21) : Whereas the said Dady Nasarvdnji 
did some time in or about the year of Christ 1790 pull down and demolish all the said 
messuages and dwelling houses in order to erect a set of buildings on the site thereof, and 
on or about the year of Christ , . . the said Dady Nasarvinji completed the erection and 
building of four large tenements to which he gave the name of Dady^s Buildings. Dady 
Kasarvdnji died in 1799. The details bearing on the erection of the Dady Buildings 
are : Committee of Buildings’ Consultation of the 20fch December 1788 (Diary 177 of 
1787 - 1793, 78) records : Read a petition from Dady Kasarvdnfi craving leave to rebuild a 
house situat^ in the street leading past the Governor’s house towards the Apollo Gate, and 
also to three ivarehouses under one roof situated in the street leading along the hack part 
of the garden belonging to the Governor’s house ; on which the clerk of the works reports 
that the alterations and repairs proposed by the petitioner will not in either case infringe 
any regulations of Government. Agreed therefore to recommend that the request of the 
petitioner uiay be granted. Seven years later it is recorded On the 23rd May 1795 
Dady IVasarv^nji applied for rebuilding some houses in Forbes’ street which are in decay- 
ed condition for whose repairs he has spent a large sum of money from time to time. 
He has consulted several of the professional gentlemen in order to settle a plan for a body 
of warehouse and dwelling houses which may be ornamental to the town and with the 
huildiug so disposed as to allow free currents for the air at the warm season of the 

On this a Consultation of the 6th June 1795 (Committee of Buildings’ Diary 178 of 
1794, 99) records : Read a petition from Dady ISTasarvdnji, The committee are of opinion 
that leave may be granted to him to raise his new building in Forbes’ street to the height 
he desires as specified in the petition, , . 

' ® During the last years of the eighteenth and the first years of the nineteenth 
century the house which in accordance with the Court’s Orders, of the 25th January 
1782 was allotted to the Naval Commanders was General Jones’ house in the Marine 
street that is the present Port Trust Apollo Bonct^ Warehouse. Compare Bomlmy 
ToVa Materials, II. 494 and III. 47 ; Pub. Diary of, 1797, 964 and 938 ; Pub. Diary of 
1793, 287; Pub. Diary of 1804,863 and 1043-1045. , ■ 

* Between 1801 and 1840 the following notaees rdate to the Buildings that were used 
as Admiralty Houses: Mr J. J* Johnson’s letter (to Government), dated Admiralty 
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Between 1840 and 1864 Admiralty House, or rather the Commo- 
dore^s House, was probably some bangalow in the Marine Lines. 

The following note records the beginnings of the Arsenal In 1767 
a Committee was appointed to find a proper spot for a smiths^ shop 
and carpenters^ yard* On the 23rd February 1767 the Committee 
reported that the only spot within the town walls proper for the pur- 
pose was to the east end of tihe Bandar warehouse (the present [1894] 
Customs House), between it and the Castle, whereon then stood an old 
house belonging to the heirs of the late Baman Jiva deceased. On 
the 10th March 1767 Government directed that Baman Jiva^s house 
be purchased at Es. 6510 as valued hy the land paymaster.^ 

A Surat letter to Bombay of the 4tli July 1676 shows that the two 
horn works to be added to the Castle in that year were to include 
quarters for the garrison.^ 

In June 1703 the Court recommended the building of barracks some- 
where near the Fort, that is the Castle. They directed tliat the 
soldiers should be kept under strict military discipline and not suffered 
to lie a night out of the fort or barracks, Eegarding the soldiers^ food 
the Court at the same time expressed the necessity of appointing a 
sutler to provide and oversee that the provisions be good and whole- 

A report from the land paymaster, dated the I5th January 1741, 
mentions foot barracks built near the Mint, that is to the north-east of 
the Castle about thirty-six years ago (that is in 1705). These barracks 
are said to have been built of walls of ehunam and stone not above 
one foot ten inches thick covered with a terrace because they were 
not able to stand an upper storey. In 1708, apparently before news 
of the building of the barracks reached them, the Court positively 
required, all excuses apart, that barracks for the soldiers be built and a 
good sutler en^ged for want of which they had heard the soldiers 
were forced to lodge with the natives who soon poison them. A few years 
after tite foot barracks were built, the terrace became exceedingly leaky 
and rendered the barracks very wet and prejudicial to the health of 


H<mse 25th May 1819, runs; Sir, I am instructed by the Oommander-in-Chief to 
state to you that during his residence in this house great inconvenience has hecii 
experienced in consequence of the dilapidated state of. the kitchen, which will not 
^l^it of a free passage for the smoke to pass through. On this a Consultation of 
the 10th June 181& records : Ordered that an extract of the letter from the Secretary to 
the Admiral be forwarded to Messrs. Sholton Malcolm & Co.^ executors to the estate 
of the late Ai^esar Dady, with a request they will cause such alterations to be 
made to the kitchen of the AdmiraFs house as will render it useful and likewise to 
direct the ceiling of the house to bo painted which is reported to be equally necessary, 
{Pub,. Diary 4J1 of 1819, 962-964.) Ten years later the Bombay Courier of the 14th 
March 1829 contains the following public notice : To he let a commodious and upper 
KK>mea house formeidy called Upcar*s and lately Admiralty's house situated in Itampart 
Kow. Apply to. Barjorji Hustamji at the office of Messrs. Eoger BeFaria k Co.~r 
Bombay nth March 1829. 

“ Bombay Town Materials, II, 17?, a Bombay Town Materials, HI. 70. 

‘.Bttmbay Town MateiialSj Ul, 81. 
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the. people. It was therefore judged expedient that without taking 
up the terrace and pavement a roof should be raised oyer it. This 
roof was accordingly made but of such bad materials that during 
his survey in 174’1 the engineer found it ready to fall in. The 
rafters were entirely rotten and decayed, the greatest part of the 
ridge timbers were feoken, and the main beams were cracked through 
in several places.^ 

In 1736 representations were made of the inconvenience of the 
guard rooms and of the foot barracks near the Mint. These buildings 
are described as not near large enough for the number of Europeans 
Government had on shore in the time of the rains. The guardrooms in 
particular are said to be very damp and so incapable of sheltering the 
people from the inclemency of the season as to occasion the loss of some 
of the inmates. In these circumstances on the 8th October 1736 
Government resolved that the necessary repairs and additions to 
accommodate the soldiers be made without any superfluous charge to the 
Honourable Company.^ 

Up to 1738 Ensigns were accommodated in the east curtain in the 
fort. In that year their apartments, which were very old and under- 
mined by rats, fell down. Government ordered them to be re*builtiu 
the most frugal manner possible.'^ 

In 1741 a special survey of the foot barmcks showed that the 
upper roof had for some years back been supported by a few stanchions 
fixed in the common barrack. But these stanchions very much in- 
commoded the people and likewise were liable to be thrown down, thus 
making the whole building in danger of falling in by the excessive 
weight of the terrace pavement and roof, the walls being not of sub- 
stance sufficient to support so great a weight. The engineer esteemed 
it highly expedient that without loss of time the terrace should be taken 
off as well as the roof and that new beams should be fixed and an 
entirely new roof erected of the best materials in the most substantial 
manner. The cost was estimated at Es. 4041. On the 30th January 
1741 Government resolved that the defects be remedied according to the 
proposal of the engineer and that the work be performed with the best 
and most substantial materials but without any superfluous charge.^ 

An entry in the Bombay Diary o£ the 14th August 1753 states that as 
the Honourable Company have ordered barracks to be erected and as it 
was impossible to enlarge the existing barracks, the military paymaster 
and the clerk of the works should pitch upon some place proper for the 
purpose.® In the end, as no suitable site could be found, an addition 
to the existing barracks was sanctioned by the Court in tiieii* letter of 
26th March 1755.® 

In 1757 Sir James Poulis proposed a scheme for building barracks 
at the cost of the soldiers' daily tom instead of at the expense of the 
Honourable Company. The Court so warmly approved of Sir James^ 


* Bombay Town Materials,' III. SI, 91*^92. ' ' , ” Bombay !rbwn MatenalS|'IIL^SS7 
3 Bombay Town Materials, III. 83. ^ Bombay Town Materials, III. 91 -93. 

^ Bombay Town Materials, III. 120. 3? Bombay Town Materials, III. 123. 
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proposal that on the 25th April 1759 they directed that the building 
of these barracks be no longer protracted. Major Fraser/ who had 
succeeded Sir James Foulis, agreed regarding the want of barracks, 
but derided the proposal of paying for them at the cost of the soldiers^ 
grog. At a Consultation on the 30th October 1759 Govemment con- 
sidered the matter and concurred in the necessity of building barracks and 
proper apartments for oflBlcers. As the carpenters^ yard, a little south 
of the original Customs House at the north-east corner of Elphin- 
stone Circle, was judged the fittest place for building the barracks and 
apartments. Government resolvedthat they be built there as soon as pos- 
sible and the carpenters removed elsewhere. For this purpose Govern- 
ment appointed Major Fraser and Messrs. Byfeld and Hornby, together 
with the principal engineer, a committee for surveying the carpenters^ 
yard, pitching on a proper place for removing those workmen to, and 
submitting a plan and estimate of the expense which might attend 
building the said barracks and apartments for the ofiicers. The com- 
mittee represented the carpenters^ yard to be a proper place for building 
barracks. But the required plan could not be drawn unless the yard 
and the Company's batty warehouses adjoining thereto were cleared. 
Government directed (20th November 1759) the warehouse-keeper and 
land paymaster to comply therewith as soon as possible and ordered the 
warehouse-keeper to inquire whether any other warehouses proper for 
lodging grain were to be procured.^ 

At a Consultation of the 15th January 1760 the [Board read the 
following letter from the Barrack Committee : Having, agreeably to 
your orders, examined the batty warehouses about the old timber yard 
as also the Httle barrack now occupied by part of the Honourable Com- 
pany's troops, we are of opinion that by removing the King^s artillery 
people into the abovementioned little barrack (which we apprehend 
will be sufficient to accommodate them) those in which they now are 
with the adjacent warehouses may be converted into barracks for the 
Honourable Company's Infantry, and, by adding some pillars, apart- 
ments for officers may be lateed by making light walls of brick and 
timber. Upon mature consideration this appears to us the most reason- 
able and expeditious method that can ^ fallen upon to comply 
with our Honourable Masters' commands. It will also be of less 
hindrance to the other public works in hand, as it will not require so 
many work-people as iE a new building had to be raised. On reading 
this report Government order that suitable diinctions be given the 
principal engineer and the new fortification paymaster for proceeding 
thereon.^ 

The plan of fortifications carried out between 1757 and 1764 neces- 
sitated the erection of new guard rooms in place of the accommodation 
at the Apollo Gate. A Consultation of the 5th June 1764 records : The 
new works at the marine battery having rendered the former guard- 
room improper for the acco:^odation of the guard at the Apollo gate. 


^ Bombay Town Materials* III. 130, 

- Pub. Biaiy 34 of 1760, 43-44* Bombay Town Materials, III, 136* 
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and the Major representing that it is absolutely necessary to haTe 
sonae house to shelter the men from the weather during the approaching 
rains, it is directed that he and the clerk of the works survey the place 
and pitch upon a spot for erecting a strong shed whieh^ as there has 
been lately a guard room built for the officer^ we imagine, will be 
sufficient for the men. Agreeably to this order Mr. A. Werner on the 
19th June reports ; According to your orders I have inspected into 
the Castle for a place for new guard rooms to he built for a captain and 
two subalterns. The properest place that I find is over the gateway 
which will consist of a hall and a closet for the captain and one room 
on each side for the subalterns, agreeable to the plan here enclosed. 
On perusing Captain-Lieutenant Andrew Wemer^s letter with a plan 
of the guard rooms proposed in the Castle, Government ordered (19tli 
June 1764) that a calculate o£ the expense be prepared and laid before 
them for their notice.^ 

In a letter of the 81st December 1769 Colonel Charles Pemble 
writes to Government : The preservation of our Europeans in this 
country being an object of the highest consequence, I beg leave to 
subject to the judgment of your Honour whether then remaining on Old 
Woman^s island during the fair season of the year will not greatly 
conduce to this effect. The great benefit the Europeans have derived 
from the short time they have been encamped there, is obvious in every 
point. Drunkenness, that bane to discipline, appears already in a manner 
abolished and the health of the men consequently better preserved. The 
salubrity of the situation is likewise a very favourable cireumstanee. 
The troops at this time bear testimony of it in their countenance, and 
the great advantage they have when off duty of amusing themselves in 
a rational and manly manner instead of sinking into every kind of 
debauchery are motives for the measure I recommend, which, I am 
convinced, will have their due weight with the Honourable Board. 
The duty of the garrison may also as well be carried on by the troops 
being cantoned on Old Woman^s island as if they remained in the Poi't 
with the difference only of relieving the guards every second morning. 
A standing shed or sheds with the rear part walled up, to shelter t& 
troops from land winds, and the front open to the advantage of the 
sea air with gunnies to drop occasionally, would answer the purpose 
of barracks exceeding well, and with occasional small repairs will stand 
a number of yeaxs. The officers may be cantoned in bangalows in the 
rear of the shed which may be erected on the Bengal plan at a very 
reasonable expense.^ 

On this letter from Colonel Pemble on the 23rd Pehmary 1770 
Government resolve : The land paymaster is du-ected to erect the 
sheds and bangalows recommended by the Colonel, in which he must 
observe the utmost frugality and make use of cocoanat trees where it 
can be done with propriety.® 


^ Bombay Town Materials, IIL 141 -142. 

2 Pub. Diary of 1770, ,142 - 143^. This passage is interesting as explaining bow 
tbe Bombay country bouse came to be known as ,tbe Bangalow, that is, tbe Bengali 
lion*©. ^ Biary B5’Of.,1770, 137. ■ 
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In 1777 tlie bamcks on Old Woman's island were out of repair and 
not in use. They wanted tiles, window shutters, doors, and flooring. 
In spite of the cost at which these barracks were built the Europeans 
lodged in tents. On the 29th October 1777 Government ordered that 
the barraeks be pnt in proper order for the reception of the Europeans 
then encamped intents. They fmdher directed that plans and estimates 
of the expense of erecting on Old Woman's island a range of barraeks 
sufficient to accommodate the officers of two battalions, and also a plan 
and estimate of the expense of building separate bangalows for them 
upon the plan proposed by Colonel Pemble in March 1770, should be 
prepared/ 

In 1675 the English burying ground was known as Mendham^s 
Point. In his letter dated 15th January 1675 Dr. Eryer (New 
Account, 67) writes : The English have only a burying place called 
Mendham^s Point from the first man^s name there interred, where are 
some few tomte that make a pretty show at entering the haven. 

Por about eighty years after the transfer of Bombay to the English 
the Roman Catholic burial ground was within the limits of the town. 
In 1740 the Catholic Bishop represented (Pub, Diary 13 of 1739-40, 
855) the inconvenience of this place and obtained from Govern- 
ment a site without the town wall in exchange for a spot belonging to 
the Reman Catholics within the town wall. A Consultation of the 
3rd October 1740 contains the following entry: The Romish Bishop 
repr^ents the want of a spot of ground for a burying place, the 
pr^nt one being on the public high road and therefore greatly 
inconvenient ; he requests an assignment of a certain parcel belonging 
to the Honoumble Company in lieu of which he offers another parcel 
to be by him made over. As we presume our Honourable Masters 
will not disapprove such an appropriation, it is ordered that the over- 
seer of the oarts do survey and report the situation and value of the 
place designed, when we determine in what manner to gi*ati£y the 
Romish Bishop. Three weeks later the Diary of the 27th October 
1740 redords (Pub. Diary IS of 1739-40, B74) : In pursuance of the 
reference to the overseer of the oarts for ascertaining the value and 
situation of the ground requested by the Bishop, as well as that by 
him tendered in lieu thereof, the overseer now presents a letter together 
mth the vereadores^ valuation of the two parcels, the difference being 
Bs. 439-2-12 in favour of the Honourable Company. Though by their 
standing orders it is forbidden to alienate their oarts, yet as that proposed 
to he made over is within the town wall and the other without, designed 
wholly for a burpng place, we are willing to hope our Honourable 
Masters will not disapprove thereof. It is agreed to comply with this 
request, and the overseer is accordingly directed to make delivery and 
receive possession together with the Rs. 439-2-12 above specified. 

In connection with the clearance outside of Apollo Gate, the Principal 


' ^ Bombay Town Materials, ni, 176. TbeseJ barracks were located in the seaward 
portion of the present Onn Carriage Factory. Dickinson’s Plan of 1814. 
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Engineer Major Mace/ on the 22nd July 1759, wrote to (jOTerninciit 
(Bombay Town Materials/IL458) : There is an absolute necessity for 
pulling down or otherwise destroying the village without the Apollo Gate 
together with the coeoanut trees and houses adjacent^ also the walls 
and other buildings in and about the burjdng ground. The reasons are 
that those places Jointly or separately are capable of concealing and 
covering a great number of troops should an enemy land on or near Old 
W Oman’s island. They will be found proper places for them to ocenpy and 
commence their approaches. From them also any enemy can greatly 
annoy the garrison, and in one night he able to make the position so 
tenable that our whole strength could hardly force them to abandon it. 

At a Consultation of the 29th January 1760 the Board received the 
following letter dated 25th January 1760 from the Principal Engineer ; 
Your Honour were pleased to approve of my representation in regard 
to the inconvenient and dangerous situation of the buildings before 
the Apollo Gate. As I humbly apprehend that to secure the defence of 
this town your Honour^s intentions were to include the burying ground 
amongst the other buildings which your Honour were pleased to give 
me orders to have pulled down, I have in consequence looked out for 
the most convenient spot for a burying ground Just without the 
limits of 400 yards of the town. This spot is in a coeoanut garden 
near the water side at the nether end of the Moormen^ s old burying 
place. I hope your Honour will be pleased to take this into con- 
sideration that if you are pleased to think proper no more bodies 
may be buried in the old ground, as the longer the old ground is con- 
tinued as a burying ground the more it must delay the opportunity of 
converting that spot into a defence instead of leaving it an easy means 
for an enemy to avail themselves of such advantage/ 

On this the Board pass the follovtdng order : The Principal Engi- 
neer proposing an oart for a burying ground in consequence of the 
necessity for discontinuing the burial of any people without the Apollo 
Gate, Messrs, Byfeld and Hornby are appointed a Committee with him 
for inquiring whether any other proper place can be pitched on to 
avoid the expense of purchasing the said oart.® 

On the 4th March the Board read a letter from the Committee 
appointed to inquire after a proper place for a burying ground, ^ As 
the Committee recommend the spot pitched on by the Principal Engineer 
and advise that it should be enclosed with a wall to be built out of the 
church stock, it is agreed that the Provisional Collector be ordered to 
remove the sixteen small houses situated in the oart Sonapur and seven 
others in one adjacent thereto, the property of Bana Limji, also to 
purchase the eleven coeoanut trees mentioned in their letter. The 
question of enclosing the ground with a wall is referred to the Church 
Warden^s consideration.^ 

At their Consultation of the 10th June 1760 Government resolved 
(Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 441) that no more bodies be buried in the 
usual place at Mendham'^s Point ; that the buildings there be pulled down 


X Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 75. * Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 66 - 67. 

3 Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 161. 
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agreeable to a Eesolution of the 7tli August 1759;' and that the 
Eev. Mr. Howell be directed to bury in future at the place lately 
pitched on without the Church Gate. Some difficulty in the way of 
carrying out these orders must have arisen as on the 3rd February 1761 
Major Mace repeats the complaint : On the south-west of the town a 
body of troops might be lodged and sheltered within two hundred yards 
of the place, under cover of houses, %valls, banks, holes, trees, and a 
burying ground with large monuments. Under favour of these means 
of shelter an enemy might approach unseen within a few j>aces of the 
Apollo Gate.^ 

A Consultation of the 14th September 1762 records: The cart of 
Fakirshaw Janulla being well situated for a burying ground, it^ is 
ordered that it be appropriated to that use, and that it be enclosed with 
palisades and dwarf wall about a foot and a half high. After this no 
person whatever is to be buried in the Church yard. And that no 
inconvenience may result to the fortifications, no tombs in the new 
ground are to be erected above a foot high. This must be observed as a 
standing order and be issued to the Chaplain and Church Wardens 
accordingly.^ 

A Consultation of 22nd March 1763 records; The new burying 
gi’ound being now finished, and as the burying in the Church yard 
which has for some time been forced upon us, will, in the opinion 
of our surgeons, prove prejudicial to the health of the inhabitants in 
this hot climate, the Chaplain must be ordered not to bury any more 
bodies there in future.® 

On the 23rd December 1767 the Principal Engineer reports ; The 
road from Church Gate to the black town is carried very near its full 
length of 360 yards. Another branch from this road leading 672 feet 
to the English burying ground is nearly finished.^ 

On the 15th February 1780 the Principal Engineer Mr. Lawrence 
Nilson writes ; I have removed a very large and extensive sand bank on 
that part of the esplanade next to the sea. At the same time I was 
under the necessity of leaving the burying ground untouched along 
whose whole length of 380 and half of its breadth of 240 feet runs a 
sand bank more than eight feet high above the common level and not 
more than five hundred yards from the nearest cannon of the place. 
As this renders it very commodious for an enemy to erect batteries on, 
the removal of the burial ground becomes highly advisable. As it is 
necessary to have another place appointed for the purpose of burying the 
dead, I have to request your Honouris orders for enclosing another 
place for that purpose where your Honourable Board shall please to 
direct. After this, as soon as it shall be judged proper or be found 
absolutely necessary, the high bank ©n the present burying ground may 
be removed. On the 8th March 1780 Government ordered that the 


passage shows that Mendham’s ground was 

stiU (1761) in use. 

2 l^ub. Diary 39 of 1762, 530. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1750 - 1788, 191. 

! fn Standing Ord. To], 2 of 1759 -1788, 192. 

^ Fab. Diary 49 of 1767, 7o4 - 756. 
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Principal Engineer examine and fix upon a proper spot for a new 
burying ground, taking care that it be at sucb a distance from the works 
as^not to be liable to any further remoYah^ 

At a Consultation of the 10th April 1780 the Board received the 
following letter from the Principal Engineer dated SOth March 
1780: In obedience to the orders of your Honourable Boards, I have 
examined the ground on the skirts of the esplanade in order to fix on a 
proper spot for a burial place, I am of opinion that none is so proper 
as a spot situated behind the sepoy hospital which is at present oecuj)ied 
only by a few huts ; its situation is so much more convenient for the 
purpose as it has a rising ground. This spot of ground is about 73 
yards long and 42 broad. If yom' Honour shall approve of the same^ 
I request I may have an order for enclosing it.^ 

On this the Board observe : Read the above letter from the Principal 
Engineer, Ordered that the spot therein pointed out be appropriated 
for a burying ground and enclosed with a wall of masonry 

On the 6th September 1780 the Board read the following letter from 
Lieut.-Colonel Lawrence Nilson^ Principal Engineer^ dated 6th Septem- 
ber 1780: Inconsequence of some objections made by the principal 
surgeons to the situation of the place I lately reported to your Honour 
as a convenient spot for a new burying ground, I did request the favour 
of them to give their opinions in writing in order to lay the same 
befoi'e your Honourable Board. This they have done, and I have now 
the honour to enclose the same. As, in the opinion of the principal 
surgeons that situation will prove inconvenient to the hospital, I am of 
opinion that some of the oarts about one or two hundred yards further 
would answer very well or at Old Woman^s island.^ 

The letter from the principal surgeons was as follows : Agreeable 
to your desire, we have examined the ground at present proposed for a 
burying place. We are of opinion it is too near the sepoy hospital, 
and will render it unhealthy. Also that the military honours which 
are always paid to deceased officers and soldiers will prove highly 
prejudicial to the sick and wounded.® 

On these two letters the Board ordered that the Engineer he directed 
to look out for another spot as we do not approve his proposal of 
putting the Company to the expense of purchasing an cart.® 

Before 1675 according to Dr. Fryer (New Account, 67), though it 
was mightily desired, the English on Bombay had no church. About 
1720 Hamilton (New Account of the East Indies, 1. 187-188) writes : 
Notwithstanding the Company was at so much charge in building 
forts, they had no thoughts of building a church. Sir George Oxinden 
began to build a church, and charitable collections were gathered for 
that use. But when Sir George died (1669), piety grew sick and the 


^ BoTnbT.y Town Materials, II, 485-486 ® Pub, Diary 77 o£ 1780, 154. 

3 Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 149, Corap. of Standing Ord, VoU 2 of 1759 - 1783, 200. 
^ Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 375- 376. ^^Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 376. 

® Bom. Gov, C rasultation 6th Sept. 1780, Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 373. 
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building of cliurclies -was grown nnfashionable. Indeed it was a long 
while before the island had people enough to fill a chapel that was in 
the fort; for as fast as recruits came from Britain^ they died in 
Bombay^ which got the island a bad name. 

The Fort Chapel, which consisted of two rooms in the Governor s 
house, was before long considered unsuitable for Service. On the 
11th January 1676 Surat writes to Bombay (Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 2 
of 1675-76, 22) ; To erecting the Church and the place where, we 
shall have time enough to consider thereof, seeing we cannot get in 
hand with it till we have an answer from the Honourable Company. 
A week later, 17th January 1676 (Surat Fact. Out. L. B, 2 of 167 5-7 6, 
•26-27) Surat writes to the Court ; The building of a Church or 
chapel in Bombay is certainly a work which well deserves that 
pious zeal you are pleased to entertain thereof. The reasons are 
obvious ; and were there no other, that of inviting the natives and 
strangers to a reverence and embracing of our wholly reformed religion 
were of force, who now can have little knowledge thereof in regard 
our public worship being performed in the hall belonging to your 
Fort. It is neither safe to admit them, and if it were, there is no 
room, the place being scarce capable of those few people you have. 
We judged it a matter of such import that we would not begin 
or determine the place form or dimensions of the fabric without 
your order. We now send you a draught thereof which will be 
capacious to contain about lOOO people, the form proportionable to 
our usual churches in England, to be plain and free from superfluous 
ornament or charge. The way proposed for raising money is voluntary 
contribution whereunto to our comfort we observe all your servants 
freely and conscientiously inclined, some offering one yearns wages, some 
half a year’s, and the least a quarter. These contributions we hope by 
degrees will raise sufficient to lay a fair foundation. The rest we 
humbly recommend to your exemplary charity. What is already 
subscribed among us we have desired your chaplains Mr. John France 
Mr. Robert Ford and Mr. William Flower to see laid out in materials 
of brick, stone-facing, lime, and timber, and to keep an account of 
what is disbursed thereon that it may be the better carried on when 
yonr order comes. The place is not yet fully i*esolved on. Some propose 
the Church should be erected on JSlendham’s Point which is our usual buiy- 
ing place, and that were proper enough as to ourselves. But it will not 
answer our main design of inviting the natives to repair thereunto and 
observe the gravity and purity of our devotions. For that place is quite 
out of the way of concourse and will seem wholly appropriated to the 
English. "Wherefore others think it may be as convenient to build the 
Church near the present tovm or between it and the place designed for 
the English and Europeans to inhabit in, and to be adjoining to the 
high road leading to the great sti’eet or bazdr of the present town, to 
the end that being open and free to all to enter without scruple, some 
may be persuaded at first out of curiosity to visit it and our way of 
devotion therein ; and at length when the merciful pleasure of God 
shall think good to touch them with a sense of the eternal w^elfaro of 
their souls, they may be convinced of their error, sensible of their 
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present dangerous uncertaiii wanderings, and desirous to render them- 
selves liaj)py in a more sure way of salvation which we pray God grant 
in his good time. To the latter opinion we at present incline, but 
shall govern ourselves by your wise judgment. We do all agree that 
the Church must not be far distant from your Eort to say not above 
80 rods wbieli is distant enough for the security of both in time of 
danger. Also that the plain be left open and free from other buildings 
between it and the Fort j all which we humbly recommend to your 
Honour^s determination. Only, in regard the fabric requires the 
greatest care we can employ therein, we entreat that an able builder or 
surveyor may be sent out to undertake and oversee the work, for 
whose salary you may please to agree and order it to be paid out of 
the money received for the use of the church, to which account it 
ought to be cbarged. 

On the 2nd July 1684 the Court write to Surat (Pub. Dep. CourPs 
Letters Vol. 1 of 1681-1685, 93) : We having now ordered one-half of 
your shipping to load directly at Bombay without going at all to Surat 
or Swalley, it will be convenient that you should proceed to finish the 
great Church, which we hear is carried up as far as the wall plates, 
or roof rests, wanting only a roof. To this yon may induce our 
commanders and officers to make voluntary contribution, as they have 
to the hospital and fine church at Fort St. George, which are both 
now completely finished. A Bombay general letter to the Company, 
dated 29th December 1686, has the following (Bombay Town Materials, 
II, 435) : The new Deputy Governor, Sir John Wybourne, has made 
the house in the Fort much more commodious than ever it was, having 
fitted up a very convenient chapel out of two rooms situated in the 
middle of the house, where there is room enough for four times the 
number of people that we have on this island (See. Out L. B. 4 of 
1677-1687,41-42). 

Perhaps because of this improvement to the Fort Chapel no further 
progress was made with the great Church till 1715,-^ On the 
21st September 1714 the Eev. Richard Cobbe Chaplain arrived in 
Bombay from England.^ On his arrival the Governor, the Honourable 
W. Aislahie, gave Mr. Cobbe a convenient chamber near his own lodgings 
in the Fort and near the chapel. After some months^ experience, Mr, 
Cobbe considered the performing public devotions under lock and key 
in two upper rooms in the Fort or Castle beat into one inconvenient 
and unsuitable. Accordingly on Sunday the 19th June 1715, being the 
first Sunday after Trinity, he preached a sermon advocating the building 


^ Hamilton (New Account of tlie East Indies, I. 187-188) writes ; Tliere were reckoned 
above £5000 bad been gathered towards building the church, but Sir John Child 
(A. n. 1690), when he came to reign in Bombay, converted the money to his own use, 
and never more was heard of it. The walls were built by his predecessors to five yards 
high, and so it continued till the year, 1715, that Mr* Boone came to the chair, who set 
about building it, and in five years time finished it by his own benevolence and other 
gentlemen who by his persuasions wwe brought in to contribute* The Company also 
contributed something towards tlxat pious end, 

^ B. Cobbe’s Account of the Bombay Church (1766), iu. v. vi. Bom. Quar, Beview, III. 
(1866), 37. 
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of a cliurch for God^s lionoTir and service^ according to the use of the 
Church of England, that all the island might see the English had some 
religion among them, 'and that the Heathens and Muhammadans and 
Papists round about might in time be brought over as converts to the 
profession of the Church of England.^ 

After sermon, says Mr. Cobbe, according to custona, I waited on 
the Governor the Hononrahle William Aislabie Esqr. at his lodgings 
in the Fort before dinner. The Governor was pleased to address me 
very friendly in these words : ^ Well Doctor, you have been very 
zealous for the church this morning.’ I replied : ^ Please your Honour, 
I think there was occasion for it and I hope without offence.’ The 
Governor said ; ^ Well then^ if we must have a church, we will have a 
church! Do you see and get a book made, and see what every one 
will contribute towards it, and I will do first.’ This was accordingly 
done, leaving a blank for the Company’s subscription which was after- 
wards filled with Rs. 10,000. A rupee is half a crown. 

The Honourable W. Aislabie Esq., General and Governor of 
Bombay, gave leave for the building of Bombay Church the 19th June 
1715. The Worshipful Stephen Strutt Esq., Deputy Governor of 
Bombay, laid the first stone the 18th November 1715. The Honourable 
Charles Boone Esq., President and Governor of Bombay, gave order 
for the opening the church of Bombay the 25th December 1718.^ 

In a letter of 5th October 1715, before the first stone was laid, 
Mr. Cobbe wi*ites: The number of inhabitants together with the 
English are reckoned about 16,000 souls, of different languages as well 
as religions. The Moors and Gentus have their mosques and pagodas, 
the Portuguese several, I think five, churches supplied with Padres 
and Clericos from Goa. But the English have only a private chapel 
for their public devotion. Here are indeed the remains of a spacious 
church formerly intended, but never brought to perfection, the ruins 
of which are to this day a standing monument of reproach to us among 
the Heathens to a proverb. This reproach we hope in a little time to 
wipe off, having already gotten considerable large contributions from 
the neighbouring factories, as well as this place, in order to re-build it.® 
On Ohristmas-day 1718, the Governor and Council, attended by 
the free merchants, military, and other inhabitants of the place, 
proceeding from the Fort in great order to the Ohureli, and approach- 
ing the great door at the west end, were met by the Chaplain in Ms 
proper habit, and introduced repeating the twenty-fourth Psalm (Lift 
up your heads O ye gates : even lift them up you everlasting doors) 
witii the Gloria Patri. The church was dressed Avith palm branches 
and plantain trees, the pillars were adorned with wreaths of greens, and 
the double crosses over the arches looked like so many stars in the firma- 
ment. Service began as usual on Christmas-day, but Avith this addi- 


* Col)Ws Account of the Bombay Church (1766), vii. 

s Oohbc's Account of the Church at Bombay (1766), 19. Bom. Quar. Eov. Ill, (1856) 39 
^ The Ecv. E. Cobbe to the Lord Bishop of London 6th Oct. 1715, Bombay Church 
Account (1766), 22- 23. j j 
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tional satisfaction^ the making a new Christian the same day in the 
new churchy a good omen doubtless of a future increase. The Governor^ 
Mrs. Parker^ and Mrs. Crommelin^ who stood gossi 2 :)s came down to 
the font in time of divine service, where the child was bai^tized accord- 
ing to order, by the name of Susanna. A whole crowd of black people 
stood round about, among them Eam^ji and all his caste (this must 
be the well-known traitor RdmajiKamati), who were so well j)leased 
with the decency and regularity of the way of worship, that they stood 
it out the whole service. When the sermon from Isaiah LVI. 7 (Let 
the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thought) was 
over, the Governor and Council and ladies repaired to the vestry where 
having drunk success to the new church in a glass of sack, the whole 
town returned to the Governor's lodgings within the Fort. Here was 
a splendid entertainment, wine music and abundance of good cheer. 
After dinner the Governor began ^ Church and King,^ according to 
custom. In addition upon this occasion a compliment of twenty-one 
great guns was given from the Castle, which were answered by the 
European ships in the harbour ; with several other healths drinking 
and firing till almost four clock. Lest so good an opportunity should 
slip, by the Governors leave the Chaplain brought in the subscription 
book, and got above Rs. 2400 to the church, of which, for esamiDle-^s 
sake, the Governor launched out Es. 1000 himself. On the tower, 
which on the opening day was not quite finished, a steeple was designed 
to be built, and raised, in order for a sea-mark, as high as funds could 
tower it. The church itself, adds Mr. Oobbe, is indeed a structure 
deservedly admired for its strength and beauty, neatness and uniformity, 
but more especially for its echo. The roof is arched with three regular 
arches of stone, sujDported by two rows of pillars and pilasters on each 
side, with a large semi-dome at the east end to receive the communion 
table, like that of St. Paulas, London, ascending by three steps, and a 
rail to separate it from the body of the church. Its situation is veiy 
commodious, in the midst of the inhabitants, within the town wall, 
and at a due distance from the Castle. As to its extent, it is larger 
than either of the English churches at Madras or Bengal, or any of 
the Portugese churches in Bombay. It is suitable in some measure to 
the dignity of our Royal settlement, and is big enough for a Cathedral. 
Thus was the ceremony of opening Bombay Church performed with 
every public demonstration of joy, and with the decency and good 
order which were suitable to the solemnity.^ 

Not satisfied with the Rs. 2400 realized on the opening day, 
Mr. Cobbe continued to collect subscriptions. On Whitsunday 1720 
the total contributions since the 1st of July 1715 amounted to 
Rs. 43,992 or £5499.^ 


^ The Eev. B. Cobhe to the Chief of Calicut and Tellicherry, 10th Jan. 1719. Cobbers 
Account of the Bombay Cburch (1766), 67-59. 

2 Cobbe’s Ac count of the Bombay Cburch (1766), 75. Perhaps in reward for Mr. Cobbers 
energy, in a Despatch of the 4th November 1719 the Court ordered (Compilation of Stand- 
ing Orders Vol, 1 of 1715-1721, 189) that the Chaplain of Bombay take place next to the 
Council. Mr. Cohbe did not long continue to, enjoy his new dignity. At a Consultation 
of the 23ra July 1720 (Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 116-117), it was unanimously resolved that 
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In 1750 Grose writes (Toyage^ I. 51) : The Citircli on the Green is 
extremely commodious fully sufficient for any congregation. 

About 1784 Forbes (Or. Mem. 1. 152-153) says : The only Protest- 
ant Church on the island stood near the centre of the town^ a large 
and commodious building with a neat tower. There were seldom 
more than two chaplains belonging to the Bombay establishment. 
When I was in India (1766 -1784), the one resided at the Presidency, 
the other alternately at Surat and Broach, where were considerable 
European garrisons. (Bombay Town Materials, Iir486.) 

It appears from Dr. J. Gerson Da Cunha^s translation of the Diary 
(pages 355, 363) of the French missionary Abbe Cottineau that 
on the 27th January 1828, in the presence of the Bishop of Antiphile, 
a solemn Mass was sung and the Abbe who had been appointed chaplain 
preached the opening sermon of a new cliapel at Oolaba from the text 
Ecgb annimtio voois gaudium magnum Behold I bring you tidings of 
great joy. 

According to Fryer (New Account, 66-67) in 1675, at the end of 
the town looking into the field where cows and buffaloes grazed, the 
Portugals had a pretty house and church with orchards of Indian 
fruit adjoining. In improving the defences of the town this church 
had to be pulled down. On the 20th November 1760 the Bombay 
Government write to the Cornet : The Portuguese have a Church with- 
out the Bazar Gate considerably within 400 yards of the gate. We 
are satisfied that, if attacked by an European enemy, this church would 
prove of the utmost ill consequence to the defence of this place, especially 
as some of the walls are four feet thick built of ehunam and stone. 
We therefore resolved on the 29th J uly,that itbe pulled down and ordered 
the Principal Engineer to pitch on a proper place for the materials being 
removed that the church may be re-built. A new valuation amounted 
to Rs. 18,675-3-95 or Rs, 7565-3-75 less than the estimate made by the 
clerk of the works in 1755, because 2| feet are now considered thickness 
enough for the walls of the new church. The valuation of an oart 
belonging to your Honours given in exchange for one appropriated to 
re-build the church in, will be deductedfrom the valuation. The demoli- 
tion of the church is nearly effected and we hope that your Honours on 
considering its extremely dangerous situation and the prodigious 
strength of the walls will concur with us in the necessity for having it 
removed. (Pub, Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 7 of 1760, 196-197.) 

In 1742 the Cooperage was in the Marine Yard. In May 1742 it 
was found necessary to remove it to some other spot, giving over its 


Mr. Eicliard Cobbe, Cbaplaln, has acted in contempt of tbe authority of this Board and 
greatly mishehaved himself in his ministerial function, and otherwise on several 
occasions, and that he be suspended for the same, and he is hereby suspended accord- 
ingly from the Bt. Hon. Company’s service and from officiating as their Chaplain 
and receiving further salary or other allowances of the Rt. Hon. Company from this day. 
Then Mr. Oobhe was called in and the President acquainted him with the resolution of 
the Board to which he answered : ‘ Very well, what your Honour pleases/ Mr. Cohhe 
was ordered to withdraw and his plaice and salary as Chaplain to be taken by Mr, 
Waters, a good reader, 
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place in tlie Marne Y'ard a Smiths^ workshop. But as a proper 
place belonging to the Company was not found, Mr. Brough ton'^s ware- 
house was rented for the Cooperage. A Consultation of the 25th 
May 1742 records : There having been a necessity to a|)propriate the 
Cooperage in the Marine Yard for a smiths^ shop, the former one 
being covered with cajans and at the same time extremely near the 
'vessels lying in the dock from which many fatal eonsequeiiees might 
ensue, and, as at present, there is no proper place of the Company's 
conveniently situated near the waterside for the cooper^ s people, it is 
agreed to hire for that purpose a warehouse belonging to Mr. Brough- 
ton, and to allow him a rent at the rate of Rs. 20 a month, which, we 
are told, is the same as the warehouse was formerly rented at to 
private people,-^ 

The next reference to the Cooperage is in the following entry in 
the Bombay Diary of the 4th February 1752: Read the report of 
the hospital for linen to be supplied and such repairs and additional 
buildings as are necessary set about. The drain which at present 
runs under the sick-ward to be turned into another channel under the 
Cooperage, and a repoi’t to be made to the Board what the expense of 
repairs will amount to.^ 

A Consultation of the 6 th November 1759 records: The Suj^erin- 
tendent representing that the building of a shed in the Marine Yard 
will save the Rs. 15 a month rent which is now paid for a place the 
coopers work in, the land paymaster is ordered to set about making the 
shei^ 

In spite of this order for many years more the Cooperage appears 
to have continued in hired warehouses. On the 24th April 1781 Rear 
Admiral Sir Edward Hughes strongly recommended its removal from 
the warehouses it occupied at the time near the garrison. His 
suggestion seems to have led to the erection of the Cooperage 
buildings on the Esplanade. The Rear AdmiraFs letter runs : One 
thing more occurs to me as not only useful but necessary which I 
submit to your consideration. As the Company furnish warehouses 
for the reception of the salt provisions sent to this place for the 
service of His Majesty’s squadron, and as much inconvenience 
has arisen to the inhabitants residing in the garrison from the necessary 
surveying re-packing and i^e-piclding the said provisions, I am of 
opinion that lodging such provisions in a dry well-built shed or in a 
house erected on the Apollo ground walled round and tiled on the 
roof would relieve the inhabitants from the much-complained-of stench 
arising from doing what is absolutely necessary for the preservation of 
the salt provisions. This change would also tend to the better preser- 
vation of the provisions as such a house properly constructed must be 
much cooler than the warehouses where they are now lodged witliin 
the garrison and the heat of such close warehouses must promote the 
decay and rottenness of the meat. If this mode of storing the salt 


i Pub. Diary 15 of 174142, 265 -256. » Pub. Diary 26 of 1752, 38. 

3 Pub. Diary 33 of 1769, 646. 
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proYisions be ptitsned iiie agent Victualler's correspondent here will 
have my orders to remove them to the place appointed by yon for 
their reception* On this letter on the 13th June 1781 Grovernment 
resolved that a proper shed be erected on the Apollo ground for the 
reception of the King^s provisions.^ 

In 1670 the Administration of Justice was in the hands of justices 
who held their sittings in the Customs Houses of Bombay and Mdhim. 
The Bombay Customs House was then situated near the present (1894) 
Tovti Barracks. * 

In 1675 when a Judge was appointed a house was taken as a 
Court of Judicature. After about a year Government decided to 
buy for a Court the Deputy Governor's house, apparently the building 
part of which still exists in the Castle, and which was then the private 
property of a Portuguese lady. This house was never used as a Court 
house and the Judge continued to sit in his originally hired quarters till 
in 1677 the Court was housed in the M4pla Por Buildings.^ 

In 1671 one of President Aungier^s large-minded proposals for im- 
proving Bombay was to build a Pair Common House wherein might 
be also appointed chambers for the Courts of Justice, warehouses or 
granaries for corn and ammunition, as also prisons for several offenders. 
According to President Aungier^s design all these buildings were to 
be located in the large enclosure on the west side of Bohora Bazdr 
street of which details are given below under Mdpla Por. In 1677 
the work of building this Court of Judicature was so far advanced 
that Government deemed it unnecessary to use the Deputy Governor'^s 
and Mr. Petit’s house in the Castle for the purpose of Courts of 
Justice. This new Court House also served as a Town Hall where 
sessions were held, and probably as an Admiralty Court to which 
Dr. John St. John was appointed Judge in 1684.^ In 1676^ in 
consequence of the Company’s displeasure at the heavy charges in- 
curred in erecting new buildings at Bombay President Aungier offered 
to take the Court House to his account provided Government allowed 


' Bombay Town Materials, 11. 202 - 203. 

« Bombay Town Materials, III. 1-4. On the 24th January 1677 the Bombay Council 
writes to the Court of Directors : Our troops are much healthier chiefly because we 
have taken the old Court of Judicature and made it an hospital. Bombay Town 
Materials, HI. 72. The following entry relates to the position of this Old Court House 
or Old Hospital : On the 30th July 1762 the Sub-Engineer wiites to Government : 
It isdn my opinion probable that any European enemy that would attempt a siege 
against this place, must land their troops upon Old Woman's island as the most con- 
venient place both for lauding the men and warlike stores, and the point behind Mr. 
Court's house would afford them a very sufhcient shelter till such time as they could 
survey the ground along the Back Bay, I therefore humbly suggest that in order to 
scour the beach opposite to Old Woman's island so as to annoy the enemy and hinder 
their gaming any favourable spot of ground they may think convenient for them a 
redoubt should be raised behind the Old Hospital with a communication with the out- 
works of the town. While they remain within cannon shot this redoubt will also create 
the enemy as much trouble and loss after passing it as before they came up to it The 
distance of the redoubt from the town , ditch will be but 620 feet which renders the 
communication tolerable safe and will amount to but a small expense. Pub. Diary 3S of 
1762, 410-412. Bombay To^vn Matemls, 11. 343. s Bruce's Annals, IL 497 
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liim a reasonable rent for its use as a Justice Hall and* Prison. TMs 
aiTangemenfc seems to bave been carried out and continued till 1720* 
In 1720 rent free accommodation was provided for a Court and Town 
Hall in tbe Bazdr Gate out of the forfeited estate of the traitor Edma 
Kam^ti.'^ 

From 1720 to 1786^ when this Bazdr Gate Town Hall was sold^ the 
Gomrts of Justice continued to hold their sittings in Rama KamatFs 
Buildings, though, for the use of the quarter sessions during the Etter 
years of this period, private buildings, such as the Theatre, appear to have 
been occasionally rented.- 

After the sale of Rama KamatiE Court House and Town Hall in 
1786 accommodation had to be provided for the MayorE Court and 
their records. At their Consultation on the 24ith August 1786 Govern- 
ment directed the land paymaster to appropriate a dry and secure, room 
in the back part of the Erge house rented of Mr* Hornby, that is the 
present Great Western Hotel, for the lodgment of the records of the 
Honourable the MayorE Court. In reply to the MayorE CourtE dis- 
approval of this arrangement and their request that some more suitable 
place should be appointed for the Court to meet in, the Board on the 
^Oth August 1786 resolved that the MayorE Court be acquainted that 
Government had come to a determination of building a New Town 
Hall and that, until the New Hall was finished, the Court would be 
accommodated with a room in the house rented of Mr. Hornby if 
convenient to them.^ 

Until March 1788 the MayorE Court continued to occupy the room 
in Mr. HornbyE house which was then known as Admiralty House. 
On the 17 th March 1788 Government offered the MayorE Court a set of 
rooms in the Bandar that is in the present (1894) Customs House, This 
proposal did not meet with the approval of the MayorE Court. On the 
17th March 1788 the Register to the MayorE Court wrote to the Secre- 
tary to Government that the Court unanimously came to the resolution^, 
that they should consider an assent on their part to be highly derogatory 
to the dignity of the Court. They considered the proposed pEce 
extremely inconvenient for the Courtis meetings and desired that 
some proper and commodious building might be allotted for their' 
reception. On this letter a, Consultation of the 201h March 1788 
records : The President lays before the Board the above letter and 
acquaints the Board that the Admiralty House wherein the MayorE 
Court had for some time past been assembled, being now approprEted 
to the accommodation of the officers of HE Majesty E 71st Regiment,, 
he had directed a suite of apartments in the Bandar to be fiitted up 
for the Court not as a permanent but as a tempoiary place for their 
meetings until a more suitable building could be provided for them. 
At the same time the President observed that Courts had been 


^ Bombay Town Materials, T. 149 -150. 

3 por details see Bombay Town Materials, II, 487 ^ 488. Tbe site of this Theatre 
Is now (1894) occupied partly by tbe Elphinstone Circle and partly by tbe road in 
front of Messrs. Fleming MacITarlane & Co/s and Messrs, Thomas Hill & Son’s offices, 
^ Bombay Town Materials, II. 488 - 489, . * . 
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frequently held in the Bandar without its having ever been considered 
derogatory to their dignity. Resolved therefore that the Court be 
acquainted that we shall provide a suitable place for their reception as 
soon as it may be in our power. And that in the meantime -we hope 
the Court will put up with such accommodation as the Bandar affords. 
In spite of this resolution the Court refused to accept the accom- 
modation offered at the Bandar. ^ At last at a Consultation of the 
25th March 1788 Government decided to offer the Court a part of the 
Marine House in lieu of rooms in the Bandar. The entry in the Diary 
runs : The President acquaints the Board that in consequence of the 
inconvenience which the Mayor^s Court apprehend would attend their 
carrying on their proceedings in the Bandar he has directed that the 
part of the Marine House at present occupied by the Secretary to the 
Marine Board be fitted up as a Court House and Town Hall, the 
expense of which by an estimate made by the engineer and now laid 
before us will not exceed Rs. 133. This intention must be accordingly 
communicated to the Mayor^s Court. 

In 1798 on the arrival of Sir William Sa 3 ^er the first Recorder, 
the Recorders Court succeeded the Mayoris Court (Bombay Town 
Materials, II. 494-495 and III. 44 - 47) . In 1800^ with the permission 
of the Governor, on account of the numberless inconveniences attend- 
ing the Court House/ the Court offered Mr. Maister to rent the 
Admiralty House, that is the present Old High Court or Great West- 
ern Hotel, on certain terms. To these Mr. Maister on behalf of 
Mr. Hornby agreed.® 

The first Recorder was Sir William Sayer. He died much regretted 
after he had been four years in Bombay, In their despatch to the Court 
of Directors on the 7th October 1802 the Bombay Government wrote 
(see above page 50) : Sir William Sayeris death constitutes a peculiar 
subject of regret to your Government with which Sir William preserved 
the utmost harmony throughout his most useful and judicious administra- 
tion of the authorities vested in him which he never sought to exercise but 
for the essential and important purposes of insuring impartial justice 
to those within the limits of his jurisdiction without seeking to extend 
these limits beyond that criterion or to cramp your Government in the 
execution of theirs. Sir William’s successor was the ^ Man of Promise ^ 
Sir James Mackintosh who, in the words of his Diary, used to vary 
his idle and disengaged life at the Governor's noble country house of 
Parel by days of business at the Recorder’s Court. In 1804 he writes 
(Life, 1. 228) : I have four terms for civil business and four sessions 
for criminal. The number of my days of attendance is about 110 in a 
year; and I commonly sit three or four hours each day. I have 


* Bombay I’own Materials, II. 489-490, 

^ At this time the Becorder^s Court was held in Col Jones’ house in Marine Street the 
present (1894} Port Trust Apollo Bonded warehouses. In his letter of the 26th April 
1800 Col. Jones’ attorney Mr. Anderson writes to Government (Pub. Diary 147 of 1800, 
998) : The Civil Paymaster having applied to me for the house late in the occupation 
of the Court of ^ the Recorder (Bombay Town Materials, II. 499 aud HI. 47} for the 
residence of His Majesty’s i^aval. Commanders I am inclined to comply with his 
request a details see Bombay Town Materials, HI. 46 • 48* 
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found the business very easy y indeed rather an amusement than a toil. 
The two barristers are gentlemanlike men. 

In 1879 the Court, which, in 1824, was styled the Supreme Court 
and in 1862 was named the High Court, was removed from Hornby 
House to the present (1894) High Court buildings on the Esplanade. 

The j>resent (1894) Customs House between the Arsenal and the 
Dockyard has, on a slab over the porch, the Honourable East India Com- 
pany's arms and below the coat of arms the words : The Honourable 
Aislabie Esq. 1714. As Mr. Aislabie w^as Governor from 1709 to 1714, 
and as the masonry seems throughout to be of the same age and style, 
there appears no reasonable doubt that the whole front of the building 
was completed in that year. Several references seem to show that it 
was built to serve as a warehouse.^ The inner flat-roofed row of 
buildings parallel to the street front and between that front and 
the Bandar Basin originally ran in an unbroken line. The present 
division into two blocks, with a broad space between, dates from 1844. 
Like the street“front row this inner row of buildings, which until 1758^ 
was of three storeys not of two, seems originally to have been ware- 
houses. I'heir date is not known. They are probably older than the 
street front.^ 

From 1665 to 1714 the English Customs House was on Moody Bay. 
The apparent site is to the east of the Town Barracks neir the Fort 
market. The original Customs House formed part of what was known 
as the India House regarding which and their other house properties in 
July 1684 (Pub. Dep. Court'’s Letters Vol. 1 of 1681-1685, 93) the 
Court complain: We understand we have great warehouses as also 
an hospital, a large house called the East India House, as also the 
chentry (chliatri) or bandar and great stables. Of all of these little 
use is made and no profit at all to the Company. On the contrary the 
Sidi when he is there with the Moghal fleet makes use of them to live 
in and to secure and fit his rigging. This will make but a mean account 
for the great expenses the Company have been at in erecting such cliai'ge- 
able edifices. We therefore would desire you to spend some serious 
thoughts and to invent some means whereby these buildings may be 
employed to make us some better return for our great cost. 

Five years after this complaint the Sidi made a worse use of the 
building than as a rope walk. Hamilton (New* Account, I. 226) says 
during the Sidi war (1689-90) Sidi Yakut Khan put four great guns 
in the Customs House commonly called the India House. Though 
the Customs House was at Moody Bay the chief Bandar or landing, 
on which was the great chhatrl or pavilion mentioned in the Court's 
despatch of July 1684, was at the present (1894) Town Customs Bandar, 


2 Compare Captain DeFunck, Pub. Diary 28 of 1755, 349 - 362, ‘ Tbe Honourable 

Company's grand warehouses on the bandar.' ® See Note 2 page 

3 No known evidence supports the statement (Maclean's, Guide for 1879, 222 - 223) that 
the Customs House front was a Portuguese barrack* It is unlikely that the Portuguese 
bad any barracks outside of the Castle* , If any portion of the existing building is 
Portuguese the inner flue of warehouses seems the most likely* 


lastitutioESi 

High Court, 
1879. 


CUSTOMS^^ 

Mouse, 


Moody Bay* 
1665-1714, 


[Historical 

590 BOMBAY TOWN 

This was doubtless the reason which in 1710 induced Governor 
Aislabie to build new warehouses at the Bandar bead. Shortly before 
1728 the bandar pier seems to have been built or rebuilt^ as, in February 
1728, the charter constituting the Mayors Court was read at the newly 
built pier (see above page 9). This is apparently the pier described 
in the French map of 1758 as Port de la Montagne de Pierre. This 
should mean the landing for the hill of stone, but Montagne apparently 
should be Montage and the entry would mean the Stone Bandar 
landing.^ In 1755 Capt. OeFunek the Engineer proposed that a 
fortified line should be thrown in front of the Company's grand 
warehouses at the Bandar whose only defence had been a small battery 
on the bandar pier (Pub. Diary 28 of 1755, 349-362). To provide rooms 
for certain of the writers who in 1757-58, owing to the removal for 
military reasons of Government and other houses, were ousted from 
their quarters in the Castle, the range of warehouses in the Bandar 
next to the sea was altered (Bombay Town Materials, II. 462) to 
make apartments for the covenanted servants.^ The Bandar ware- 
house did not provide quarters for all the writers. Six of the juniors 
remained in some ground-floor rooms in the Castle of which, in an 
address to the Government, dated Bombay Castle April 2, 1765, they 
give the following account : 

The many inconveniences we at present suffer in the rooms allotted for 
onr accommodation oblige ns to give you this trouble though we fiatter 
ourselves that the various circumstances we now lay before your HonouT 
will excuse us from the charge of an idle intrusion. In the heats as well as 
the rains we can with the gi'eatest reason assure your Honour that our 
healtiis, nay our lives, are much endangered. For during the hot weather 
which is already set in, the heat in onr rooms is so very great as to he almost 
unsupportahle than which nothing (it is well known) more frequently brings 
on dangerous disorders and in case of sickness in this country and in such 
a habitation the consequences are but too likely to be fatal. During the 
rains our prospect is by no means more comfortable. At that season the* 
roofs wails and floors are perpetually running with water in which situ- 
ation the greatest care cannot keep so much as the cots whereon we sleep 
dry. Sickness at such a time must if possible be worse than in the heats. 
Last year’s experience (to go no further back) has shown that these incon- 
veniences cannot be remedied by repairs ; for notwithstanding workmen 
were almost continually employed at our apartments they were little 
or nothing the better for the pains bestowed on them. AM these so very 
disagreeable and dangerous circumstances have induced us to apply to your 


^ In the French map (see above page 129) in the entry Montage de Pierre or Stone 
Bandar, the word montage has the double sense of landing and lifting closely corre- 
sponding to the use of the Italian Scala or Scab. Compare Hobson- Jobson, 97. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 2nd Oct, 1759, Pub. Diary 33 of 1759, 56*8. A Besolution 
of Government dated 3rd October 1758 (Bombay Town Materials, I. 327 • Pub, 
Diary ill of 1758, 439) ordered that as the pulling down of the Fort House had increased 
the existing great want of apartments for the Company's servants, materials from 
the Fort House and from the sea side walls of the Bandar warehouses be used in building 
apartments and directed the paymaster to set about this work. It had been found by 
experience that the walls of the Bandar warehouses next the sea-side were much too 
high to be filed up with any sort of goods and therefore it was deemed serviceable to 
lower them. These orders do not seem to have been carried out for ten years. In Foot- 
note 3 at page 462 of VoL II. of Bombay Town Materials the suggestion is offered that 
this converted range of warehouses catn^ to be called the New House. This is a mistake. 
The New House is the new Government House that is Mr, Spencer's residence the 
present (1894) Old Secretariat. 
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Honour for tiie Usual allowance of lionse rent wliicli we hope jour Honour 
will not refuse ns when yon considex’ the real necessity of our quitting onr 
present apartments and that the allowance made ns for onr subsisience 
will not suffice to support the expense of house rent without yonr Honour 
granting us the allowance for rent. So great are the appi’eliensit/ns we enter- 
tain of the heats and rains (the former already set in and the latter not far 
distant) that should our Hononx’able Masters disapprove thereof and I'equire 
a restitutionj we ai'e willing to enter into any engagement your Honour may 
propose to oblige ourselves to refund the amount of the allowance we 
request. We hope your Honour will not consider our request as a light 
matter being of no less consequence to us than that greatest blessing health 
which if once impaired in a climate we are not yet inured to, may piwe 
veiy difficult and precarious to regain. — Signed Richai’d Thomas Benjamin 
Pi'ice, John Dicey Wilder, James Cheape, George Biggeii, Robert Webb, 
Edward Eavensci'oft. Pub. Diary 44 of 1765, 206-208. 

On this petition a Consultation of the same date (2nd April 1765) 
records ; It is agreed to make them an allowance of Rs. 10 a month each 
for house rent until proper apartments can be erected for them. On 
the Engineer's arrival he must be ordered to suiwey the old apartments 
in the Fort to see what use they can be converted to (Pub. Diary 44 of 
1765, 204). Apparently the grant of house rent instead of quarters 
did not find favour with the Court. For three years longer the young 
waiters had to remain in their dungeons in the Castle. At a Consul- 
tation on the 22nd January 1768 the Board record the following 
opinion : The upper part of the Fort House having lately been entirely 
taken down and the lower apartments thereby rendered unfit for 
keeping stores until as originally intended a proper bomb-proof roof is 
thrown over them, we liave been under the necessity of approprialing 
for stores the apartments in the Castle occupied by the junior servants. 
As even before this the number of apartments was so insufiieient as to 
render the construction of more indispensable and as there is space for 
two sets of rooms at each end of the bandar, the building of them is 
ordered to be set about immediately an estimate of the expense being 
previously laid before us.^ These two sets of quarters at each end of 
the Bandar are the wings of the present Customs House.® 


* Bombay Town Materials, II. 474 

^ The plirase the ‘ chJi^ri or bandar ’ quoted above from the Court’s Despatch of 
1684, should probably be read the chhatri on the bandar. Like the Madras cltdvrm 
(compare Hobson- Johson, 163) this bandar cMvri was used as a loek-np and so came to 

known as the Grand OhmU* In a Consultation of the 19th November 1765 the Board 
record : The Grand Chauki being greatly out of repair the land paymaster now lays 
before ns an estimate of the expense which will he incurred in repairing it amounting 
to Es. 21744 . Ordered that the same be repaired accordingly. (Pub. Diary 45 of 
1766, 767.) On the 21st February 1768 Government oi’dered : When any prisoners 
are confined in the Grand Chauki, their names are to be inserted in the general morning 
reports, with the day they were confined, and by whom. On the 18th May 1769 Gov- 
ernment issned the following orders ; The officers of the port guards are to he very exact 
in going their rounds at the hours appointed, and particularly careful to take up all 
persons who cannot give a proper account of themselves. They are not only to patrol 
through the high streets but also all the inner ones, and passages leading to the works. 
The patrols from the Grand Chauki are to observe the same orders which aie to be 
minutely explained to them. So soon as one patrol is sent out another is to be warned 
so that a constant patrol from that guard may be going the whole night* The field 
officer of the day will be pleased to appoint the hours for the different rounds, and the 
officers of the port guards are to insert the time of their going in their morning report. 
On the 7th duly 1773 Government ordered that a Captain mount at the Grand Chauki 
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After 1728 when the Mayor’s Court was established its meetings were 
frequently held in the front row of warehouses. In March 1788^ as, 
in consequence of the dangerous condition of Rama Kamati’s buildings 
in Baz4r Gate street, Government were badly pressed for Court accom- 
modation room in the front row of warehouses was offered to the 
Mayor^s Court. The Register replied that the members of the Honour- 
able Court had come to the decision that they should consider an assent 
on their part to be highly derogatory to the dignity of the Court^ and 
at all events the place to be extremely inconvenient for its meetings. 
(Bombay Town Materials, II- 490.) Some years before, about 1770, 
Mr. Forbes (Or. Mem. I. 166) had given a lasting interest to the inner 
flat-roofed block of warehouses by describing how when a young' writer, 
unable to afford either supper or a light, he spent the evenings reading 
by moonlight a small-typed Shakespeare on the flat roof of the writers^ 
building close to the Bandar. In 1802 the front row of warehouses 
was turned into the Customs House and has since continued to serve 
this purpose wdth efficiency and fair comfort. 

In his account of Bombay Dr. Fryer (New Account of India 
and Persia, 1672- 16S1, 63-64) writes; In 1664 when Mr. Cooke 
landed on Bombay with the Royal fleet, they found a pretty well- 
seated but ill-fortified house, four brass guns being the whole defence 
of the island, except a few chambers housed in small towers in con- 
venient places to scour the Malabars. About the house was (1672) 
a delicate garden, voiced to be the pleasantest in India. This garden 
of Eden or place of terrestrial happiness, would put the searchers upon 
as hard an inquest as the other has done its posterity. The walks 
which before were covered with nature-’s verdant awning, and lightly 
pressed by soft delights, are now open to the sun, and loaded with the 
hardy cannon. The bowers dedicated to rest and ease, are turned into . 
bold rampires for the watchful sentinel to look out on. Every tree 
that the airy choristers made their charming choir, trembles, and is 
extirpated at the rebounding echo of the alarming drum. And those 
slender fences only designed to oppose the sylvan herd, are thrown 
down to erect others of a more warlike force. 

On the 18th March 1742 the President acquaints the Board that 
having lately been to see the several houses erected by the iuhabitants 
who have been obliged to remove their former houses for clearing round 
the town wall, he finds that to accommodate some it will be necessary 
to appropriate the spot now kept for the Company's garden. It is 
further thought a part of some private oarts will be required as well for 
the benefit of the people as to make the building uniform and regular. 
The Board agree and note that a proper place for a garden should 
hereafter he fixed.^ 


wliicb in future is to be considered tWmain guard, tlie Castle guard to be subordinate 
to tlie Captain of the main guard to whom the officer is to report. In 1804 the Grand 
Chauki was still the main guard. Bombay Army Orders and Eegulations (1750 - 1801), 
XII. section 4 and XXIII. sections 25, ‘37. . 

^ Bombay Town Materials, T, 251, 
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In a report on wells and holes, within the town, on the 16th Jime 
1746, Messrs. Spencer and Cameron, clerks of the market and the 
works, mention a deep well in the Coffee Garden near the compound of 
the parsonage house, ^ 

In 1750 Grose (Voyage to the East Indies, I. 48) writes There 
are two very pleasant gardens belonging to the Company, cultivated 
after the European manner. The one a little way out of the gates, 
open to any of the English gentlemen who like to walk there ; the 
other much larger and finer, at about five miles distance from the town, 
at a place called Parel where the Governor has a very agreeable 
country house. Grose adds (Ditto, 52) ; What is called the Green is 
a spacious area that continues from the Port to the English Church and 
is pleasantly laid out in walks planted with trees round which are 
I mostly the houses of the English inhabitants. These are generally 
but ground-floored after the Roman fashion and mostly with a court- 
yard before and behind, in which are the offices and out-liouses. They 
are substantially bnilt with stone and lime, and are smooth-plastered 
on the outside. 

The garden of the Dady Buildings formerly known as the Admiralty 
House (Bombay Calendar and Almanac for 1845, 16, 18) joined the 
garden of the old Government House now (1894) known as the Old 
Secretariat. The garden of this Old Secretariat was in 1845 planted 
with mulberry trees, the leaves of which were given to the silk worms 
belonging to Mr. DeRamos the assistant superintendent of silk 
culture in the Konkan. 

In^ 1675 Fryer describes (New Account, 68) Old Woman^s island 
as a little low barren island of no other profit but to keep the Company's 
antelopes and other beasts of delight. In the beginning of tl|8 
present century (1816) the beasts of delight seem to have spent rather 
a trying time in the Old Woman^s menagerie or training school, Cini 
Hi notes (Adventures, page 62) : The menagerie near Colaba island 
has many tame asses of the Zebra kind striped and spotted. The 
method of training them is severe to excess their noses being generally 
bored. Many die under the process. 


On the 1st March 1757, seeing that Captain De Funck insisted that 
most if not all the upper pax*t of the Port House must be pulled down, 
Government resolved to purchase (Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 5 
oi 1758, 75) Mr. Spencer^s house that is the present (1894) Old Secre- 
tariat, or apart of it for Rs. 15,161-0-91. Before 1757 the aforesaid Fort 
House in the Castle had been the Government House. The first clause of 
tihe military regulations (Enclosures to Courtis Letters Vol. 7, 194-201) 
which accompanied the despatch of 17th June 1748, runs : That the 
Governor make his constant residence at the Fort that he may have the 
military more immedmtely miter his and that he may bfe the befcle# 
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After 1728 when the Mayor's Court was established its meetings were 
freqiiently held in the front row of warehouses. In March 1788^^ as, 
in conseqiienee of the dangerous condition of Rama Kamati’s buildings 
in Bazdr Gate street/ Government were badly pressed for Coiirt accom- 
modation room in the front row of warehouses was offered to the 
Mayor^s Court. The Register replied that the members of the Honour- 
able Court had come to the decision that they should consider an assent 
on their part to be highly derogatory to the dignity of the Court and 
at all events the place to be extremely inconvenient for its meetings. 
(Bombay Town Materials, II. 490.) Some years before, about 1770, 
Mr. Forbes (Or. Mem. I. 166) had given a lasting interest to the inner 
flat-roofed block of warehouses by describing how when a young writer, 
unable to afford either supper or a light, he spent the evenings reading 
by moonlight a small-typed Shakespeare on the fiat roof of the writers^ 
building close to the Bandar. In 1802 the front row of warehouses 
was turned into the Customs House and has since continued to serve 
this purpose with efficiency and fair comfort. 

In his account of Bombay Dr. Fryer (New Account of India 
and Persia, 1072-1681, 63-64) writes; In 1664 when Mr. Cooke 
landed on Bombay with the Royal fleet, they found a pretty well- 
seated but ill-fortified house, four brass guns being the whole defence 
of the island, except a few chambers housed in small towers in con- 
venient places to scour the Malab^rs. About the house was (1672) 
a delicate garden, voiced to be the pleasantest in India. This garden 
of Eden or place of terrestrial happiness, would put the searchers upon 
as hard an inquest as the other has done its posterity. The walks 
which before were covered with nature^ s verdant awning, and lightly 
pressed by soft delights, are now open to the sun, and loaded with the 
hardy cannon. The bowers dedicated to rest and ease, are turned into 
bold rampires for the watchful sentinel to look out on. Every tree 
that the airy choristers made their charming choir, trembles, and is 
extirpated at the rebounding echo of the alarming drum. And those 
slender fences only designed to oppose the sylvan herd, are thrown 
down to erect others of a more warlike force. 

On the 18th March 1742 the President acquaints the Board that 
having lately been to see the several houses erected by the inhabitants 
who have been obliged to remove their former houses for clearing round 
the town wall, he finds that to accommodate some it will be necessary 
to appropriate the spot now kept for the Company's garden. It is 
further thought a part of some private oarts will be required as well for 
the benefit of the people as to make the building uniform and regular. 
The Board agree and note that a proper place for a garden should 
hereafter be fixed/ 


wliich in future is to be considered the* main guard, the Castle guard to be subordinate 
to tbe Captain of the main guard to whom the officer is to report. In 1804 the Grand 
Chauki was still tbe main guard. Bombay Army Orders and Kegulations (1750-1801), 
XII. section 4 and XXI IJ. sections 25, S7. 

^ Bombay Town Materials, T. 251. 
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In a report on wells and holes, within the town, on the 16th June 
1746, Messrs. Spencer and Cameron, clerks of the market and the 
works, inention a deep well in the Cofee Garden near the compound of 
the parsonage housed 

In 1750 Grose (Voyage to the East Indies, I. 46) writes There 
are two very pleasant gardens belonging to the Company, cultivated 
after the European manner. The one a little way out of the gates, 
open to any of the English gentlemen who like to walk there ; the 
other much larger and finer, at about five miles distance from the town, 
at a place called Parel where the Governor has a very agreeable 
country house. Grose adds (Ditto, 52) : What is called the Green is 
a spacious area that continues from the Fort to the English Church and 
is pleasantly laid out in walks planted with trees round which are 
mostly the houses of the English inhabitants. These are generally 
but ground-floored after the Roman fashion and mostly with a court- 
yard before and behind, in which are the oflices and out-houses. They 
are substantially built with stone and lime, and are smooth-plastered 
on the outside. 

The garden of the Dady Buildings formerly known as the Admiralty 
House (Bombay Calendar and Almanac for 1845, 16, 18) joined the 
garden of the old Government House now (1834) known as the Old 
Secretariat. The garden of this Old Secretoiat was in 1845 planted 
with mulberry trees, the leaves of which were given to the silk worms 
belonging to Mr. DeRamos the assistant superintendent of silk 
culture inthe Konkan. 

In 1675 Fryer describes (New Account, 68) Old Woman^s island 
as a little low barren island of no other profit but to keep the Company's 
antelopes and other beasts of delight. In the beginning of the 
present century (1816) the beasts of delight seem to have spent rather 
a trying time in the Old Woman'^s menagerie or training school. Oui 
Hi notes (Adventures, page 6£) ; The menagerie near Colaba island 
has many tame asses of the Zebra kind striped and spotted. The 
method of training them is severe to excess their noses being generally 
bored. Many die under the process. 

On the 1st March 1757, seeing that Captain De Funck insisted that 
most if not all the upper part of the Port House must be pulled down, 
Government resolved to purchase (Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 5 
of 1758, 75) Mr. Spencer^s house that is the present (1894) Old Secre- 
tariat, or a part of it for Rs. 15,161-0-91. Before 1757 the aforesaid Fort 
House in the Castle had been the Government House. The first clause of 
the military regulations (Enclosures to Courfe Letters Vol, 7, 19 1-201) 
which accompanied the despatch of 17th June 1748, runs : That the 
Governor make his constant residence at the Fort that he may have the 
military more immediately under his eye and that he may be the befctef 
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able to jtidge of the conduct a^ad capacity of the officers and soldiers. 
It is not by this intended to restrain the Governor from being absent 
on the customary visits or tours in the country for health or diversion. 

Mr. John Spencer^s house continued to be the Government House 
till 1829, After its purchase as a Government House in 1757 
Mr. Speneer^s house was for some time known as the New House. 
Out of this New House about 11 a.m. on the 2Sth February 1760 
came the President Mr. Bourchier, the most honourable man who 
ever graced the President's chair, and who in the year before had 
resigned in consequence of ignorant and unmerited censures by the 
Court of Directors on their President's exceedings. The President 
was attended by all the Council of thirteen except by Mr. Waters 
who was indisposed. He passed from the New Plouse to the Marine 
House, in the present Dockyard, wffiere he was received by the rest of 
the covenant servants, and other principal inhabitants, and delivered 
the keys of the garrison to his successor Mr. Crommelin, the King^s 
artillery and Company's infantry and artillery being drawn up on 
one side of tbe Green and sepoys on the other. (Pub. Diary 84 of 
1760, 151.) In 1767 the title New House was dropped. On the 27 th 
January 1767 about eleven clock in the forenoon the President the 
Honourable Charles Crommelin, whose resignation had been required in 
consequence of a disregard of orders in the case of certain pepper ships, 
attended by the Council, the rest of the covenant servants, and other 
leading Europeans and native inhabitants went from the Honourable 
Company's House to the Marine House, the infantry artillery and 
sepoys teing drawn up on the Green from the Presidents Hotise to 
the Marine House, (Pub. Diary 48 of 1767, 81.) In 1829 this house 
ceased to be the Government House and became the Secretariat, the 
Governor having removed his residence to PareL The Bombay Gazette 
of the 18th March 1829 has the following : In the course oi the last 
and present week the Secretariat has been removed into the Govern- 
ment House in the Fort, 

Of the Government House at Parel in 1750 Grose (Voyage to 
the East Indies, I. 46) writes ; At Parel the Governor has a very 
agreeable country-house which was originally a Romish chapel be- 
longing to the Jesuits but confiscated about 1719 for some foul practices 
against the English interest. It is now converted into, a pleasant 
mansion house, and what with the additional buildings and improve- 
ments of the gardens, affords a spacious and commodious habitation. 
There is an avenue to it of a hedge and trees near a mile long ; and, 
though near the sea side, is sheltered from the air of il by a hill 
between. Here the Governor may spend most part of the heats the 
air being cooler and fresher than in town; and nothing is wanting 
that may make a country retirement agreeable. 

. About 1803 Sir James Mackintosh, then Recorder of Bombay, 
writes (Life, Yd. I. 228} : We live about five miles of excellent 
road over a flat from our capital. We inhabit by the Governor's 
kindness his official country house, a noble building with some 
mignificent apartments and with two delightfulrooms for my librwy in 
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which I am now writing overlooking a large garden and fine parklsh 
ground. 

According to a statement at page 50 of the Monthly Miscellany for 
1850^ Pavel is a shortened form of Non-Pareil the Peerless. This 
whether intentional or otherwise is nothing more than one of the 
meaning-making family of jokes. The joke may possibly have been 
suggested by NeibuhPs French remark, 1763-64, Voyage, 11. 12, that 
in the whole of India there is nothing equal ^ point de Pareille ^ to 
PareFs splendid dining and ball rooms* Compare Hobson- Jobson, 
842. In 1554 the name Parell, with Verella (Vadala) Varel (Varli) 
and Siva (Sion), occurs in Botelho^s list of aldeas or hamlets under the 
to’wn of Mdhim. Compare Hobson- J obson, 5 1 3. There seems no reason 
to doubt that the name of the house is taken from the name of the 
village. The probable origin of the village name is the tree Paral or 
padel Heterophragma chelonoides or Bignonia suaveolens the Tree 
Trumpet Flower.^ 

The history of St. George^s Hospital, known as the European 
General Hospital, begins at the close of the seventeenth century. The 
climatic conditions of the four months between October 1675 and 
February 1676 were so deadly that a hundred English soldiers perished.^ 
In these circumstances it is not surprising that panic took the form of 
a demand for an European General Hospital. The plan of a hospital 
was forwarded to Bombay by the President and Council of Surat. 


^ Mr. A, Cumine, I.C.S. In suppoart of this derivation Mr. Cumine notices that 
Parel is the centre of a group of tree names. East lies Vafhlla tlie Banian Grove,* 
south ChinehpokU the Tamarind Dell, west Mingut-Mandli the Prickiypear Tract, and 
north Miidmala the Cocoapalm Orchard now known as the Mahim Woods, Beyond 
this group are KambaJa Hill apparently the grove of kamhal or hamal also called 
^Mmti Odinawodier; Byculla, Blid,yakhala the Cassia fistula Level, bhdya being 
a local Kunbi form of hdwa ; XJinbarkhddi the Pig Tree Creek ; Babbula Tank near 
the Jamsetji Hospital and Bclbhalnafth on the east slope of Malabar Hill called after 
the bdbhul or Acacia arabica ; Taddev the Brab God west of Byculla and TadvMi the 
Brab Garden in west MUzgaon ; FhaiiasvaJdi the Jack Garden in Bhuleshvar j Bbendi 
Baz<lr from its row of bhendis Hibiscus populnea north of Paidhoni ; S4ttad the beven 
Brabs and Vaddchigidi the Banyan Shoprow in the Old Town ; Chinch Bandar the 
Tamarind Lauding below Nauroji Hill ; and A'mlUgal In front of the Tamarind the 
bullock driver’s name for Elphinstone Circle from the old tamarind at the north-east 
corner of the Cathedral close. 

s Even before 1675 a hospital existed. What sort of building it was, when it was 
built, or w'hether it was simply a hired house, is not known, Still that some place 
was set apart for the sick, and that it was capable of accommodating other people 
in addition to the sick, can be gathered from the two following extracts of 7672. 
On the 2^rd April 1672, in connection with the subject of building houses or provid- 
ing accommodation for the Company’s servants, the Sdurat President and Council 
write to Bombay (Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 1 of 16*30- 1673, 256 ; Forrest’s Home Series, 
1. 64 ; Bombay Town Materials, 11. 433) : We take due notice of what you write 
concerning the building the houses of accommodation we ordered, and to that purpose 
sent you down bricklayers ; and in regard you make so great difficulties in the mat- 
ter, and that there is present accommodation in the hospital for factors and also 
warehouse room, you may defer the building of said houses until the President’s 
coming down. Three weeks later, 16th May 1672, they again write : In regard you 
have satisfied us that for the present there is accommodation enough in the hospital, 
and other places, for the Company’s servants, we. think good that you totally desist 
from building those houses formerly ordered this year. -(Surat Fact. Out, L. B, 1 of 
1630- 1673, 2625 Forrest’s -Home Series, I, 64V Bonihuy Town' Materials^JlL 433.) In 
spite of this so-called Hospital, Fryer (Netv ‘ Account^ 67) noticed in 1674 that 
Bombay had neither church nor hospital) though both were mightily to be desired. 
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The proposed building was to be able , to receive seventy persons. The 
cost was not to exceed Rs. 4000, and it was estimated that about a 
thousand rupees would cover the annual expenses of the establishment, 
which was to be under the supeiintendence of a Resident Surgeon. As 
a temporary measure the old Court of Justice, a hired house on the 
Esplanade to the south-east of the present Cooperage, was prepared for 
the reception of the sick. In the following year a remarkable decrease 
in mortality was attributed to the establishment of the new hospital.-^ 

During the early years of the eighteenth century near the Marine 
Yard, a building seems to have been erected to serve as a hosjutal, the cost 
being met from tbe proceeds of a half per cent duty on trade. That the 
work was completed some time before 1733 may be gathered from the 
following extract from a Bombay Government Consultation held the 
11th June 1745 : The small stock raised for the Church by appropri- 
ating the balance of the half per cent duty (after the hospital was 
finished) on close of our books in July 1733, and the continuance of it 
the year following, was such as the interest thereof defrayed the 
ordinary repairs and charges.^ Further the Diary of the 31st July 1744 
records : The Committee appointed for visiting the Hospital report : 
The compound ivall next the sea being pretty fallen down and the rest 
very old and much gone to decay, we beg leave to represent the necessity 
of having it rebuilt so soon as the season will permit. On this on the 
8rd Augnst the Board record : As there is an absolute necessity of 
repairing the compound wall, the same is ordered to be done with 
frugality,^ 


j Sec, Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 -1687, 6 - 6 ; Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 12 - 13, 
21 - 22, 163, 174, 229. Forrest’s Home Series, 1. 74, 78, 106, 120. The following extracts 
show the want of an hospital and how it was supplied before 1677. On the 4th J uly .1 676 
Surat writes to Bombay {sec above page 70) : Take the first opportunity that presents for 
raising an hospital that we may sooner prevent those sicknesses that our people are so 
much subject unto. On the 3 9th July and 21st August 1676 Surat writes to Bombay ; 
We like well your proposition of making the present Court of Judicature (that is tbe 
hired house outside of the Apollo Gate) an hospital and of taking the Deputy Governor's 
and Mr. Petit's house for the Court of Judicature (Surat Factory Out.L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 
163,174). On the loth October, 1676 Surat continues; We desire you to go forward 
isifchout delay in fitting up the present Court of Judicature for a hospital. The sooner 
that so necessary a work is finished the better. {Surat Factory Out, L. B. 2 of 3675-76, 
22.9.) On the 24th January 1677 (see above page 72) Bombay writes to Surat : Our 
soldiers continue healthful. Much of this improvement we attribute to our new hospital, 
we having taken the old Court of Judicature for that use. After the subsequent erection of 
the Kew Hospital in the Marine yard before 1733, this first hosifital of 3676 was known as 
ihe Old Hospital* The following extract relates to its site. On the 30th July 1762 (Pub. 
Diary 38 of 3762, 410-412) the Sub-Engineer writes to Goveniment : It is in my opinion 
probable that any European enemy that would attempt a siege against this place must land 
their troops upon Old Woman's island as the most convenient place both for landing the 
men and warlike stores, and the point behind Mr. Court's house would afford them a very 
sufficient shelter till such time as they could survey the ground along Back Bay. I 
therefore humbly suggest that in order to scour the beach opposite to Old Woman's 
Island, so as to annoy tbe enemy and hinder their gaining any favourable spot of ground they 
may think convenient for them, a redoubt should be raised behind the Old Hospital with 
a communication with the outworks pf, the town. While they remain within cannon 
shot this redoubt will also create, the enemy as much tsouble and loss after passing it 
as before they came up to it. Tfie distance of the redoubt from the town ditch will 
I® but 620 feet, which renders the communication tolerable safe and wnll amount to but 
eiepense. Bombay Town Materials,- II. 343* 

^ Puk Diary 18, ol i744-45j- IS^ - " . Pub. Diary 17 of 1744^ 237, 239. . 
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The site of this hospital seems to have been nearly oppi^lte the Old 
High Court, the present Great Western Hotel. It is so shown in 
Grose^s map of about 1750. 

During the latter years of the eighteenth century an agitation was 
raised advocating the hospitaFs removal to meet the wants of the 
Marine Yard for space for timber and workmen. On the 4th April 1767 
the Court of Directors write : As a proper place near the Marine Yard 
for the Company's timber, which is mentioned in the report of the 
Committee of i^.nquiry, seems absolutely necessary we permit; you for 
this purpose to make any alteration with regard to the hospital or in 
any other manner that may be most conducive to our interest.^ 

On the 27th December 1778 the Committee appointed to survey 
the Bombay Docks write to Government : We are of opinion that two 
new docks may be built abreast of the second and third docks, capable 
of receiving any of the 74-gun ships, by removing the hospital, as 
mentioned by the Honourable Company in their commands of the 4th 
April 1767, and fixing the slips for building where the hospital now 
stands. Such a removal would greatly conduce towards making the 
Marine Yard more commodious, as there is at present little room.^ 

On the 24th April 1781 Rear Admiral Sir Edward Hughes writes 
to Government : The extent of the Marine Yard, as it is at this time, 
is much too small to give room for the necessary quantities of timber 
and workmen, and I earnestly recommend to you that you will extend 
it so as to comprehend the two surgeons^ houses and the hospital on 
that side.® Thereupon, on the 13th June 1781, Government resolve : 
The surgeons must be directed to report to us what place may be most 
suitable and convenient to remove the hospital to.^ 

A week later, the 19th June 1781, the surgeons write: After 
mature consideration on the qualities so highly I’equisite to be attended 
to in the choice of places for hospitals in this climate on which the speedy 
recovery of the sick so materially depends, and in some degree the health 
and strength of the garrison, we do recommend the house the Admiral 
lately occupied as the most convenient and suitable for a general 
hospital, since the situation is high, dry, healthy, and convenient, the 
apartments are very spacious, lofty, dry, and airy — indeed they are so 
well adapted as to admit of a free circulation of air through the whole 
of them in every season of the year, a circumstance of the greatest 
importance in a hospital. The ont-offiees are also convenient, with the 
command of good water, and there is room sufficient to accommodate 
400 sick Europeans, allowing from 42 to 64 square feet to each man. 
We are of opinion that there is not in or near this garrison any place or 
building equally convenient, healthy, and commodious for the above 
pm'pose,® 


1 FuTb, Dep, Courfc^s h. Yol 7 of 1765 - 1768, 245. Bombay Town Materials, IL 20L 

2 Secret and PolL Diary 20 of 1779, 17 - 18, Bombay Town Materials, II, 20L 

» Piib. Diary 78 of 1781, 215. ‘ 

^FiiK Diary 78 of 1781,811. Home IL 368^ • 

Tub. Diary 78 of 1781, 382. * ” 
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At the next day^s Consultation, the 20th June 1781, Government 
resolve : Before we consider this subject, it is further ordered that a plan 
be prepared and laid before us, for our approbation, of a suitable 
hospital for this garrison, constructed with bomb-proof apartments 
for the reception of the sick in case of a siege/ 

Accordingly on the 23rd September 1781 the Principal Engineer 
reports : In obedience to an order received from General Goddard, the 
22nd June last, I have the honour to present to your Honourable Board 
the accompanying plan and estimate for building a hospital for 5U0 
men with the other necessary buildings thereto appei’taiiiing ; cook- 
rooms, apartment for lunatics, salivating rooms, dispensatory, and a 
guard room. In the npper bomb-proofs I have placed apartments 
tor two assistant surgeons and twenty-two apartments for sick officers 
which during the time of a siege will be much wanted. The situation of 
this hospital is proposed to be in Moody bay behind the present old 
revetment laying between the two-gun battery and the eremaillere 
work. Many other situations in the town would be more eligible 
for an hospital; but the removal of so great a number of houses 
to give sufficient space for so large a building would seriously increase 
the expense. All such situations as would be greatly superior in 
point of air near the ramparts have, besides the inconvenience of 
many large and expensive buildings, the danger of being subjected to 
the fire of an enemy during a siege. I have made the bomb-proof as 
spacious as possible for the number of patients they are intended for, 
well knowing that in this climate a number of sick persons being 
too closely lodged must be very unsalutaiy. At the same time the 
situation in the Mood/s hay has great advantages. It will be 
seldom incommoded by an enemy^s fire. It will be well ventilated 
having one side next to the sea where a number of windows will be 
opened, and the filth will be constantly washed away by the tide. It 
will be necessary to remove two houses and part of a third which are 
now standing on the ground where the hospital is proposed to be built. 
The valuation for the removal of these is not yet made ; but I will 
immediately set about it, should your Honourable Board resolve to 
put this plan into execution. In front of the whole I have proposed 
a compound wall by which means a sufficient space will remain clear 
to render the building more airy and consequently more salutary than 
it would be without the walL^ 

On receipt of this report on the 26th September 1781 Government 
passed the following order : Read a letter from the Principal Engineer, 
accompanied with a plan and estimate of a bomb-proof hospital for this 
garrison, from which it appears that the expense thereof is computed at 
the large sum of Rs. 5,15,025-0-27. The expense of this undertaldng) 
even* allowing it should not exceed the estimate, is too great for us 
to think of incurring in our present circumstances. Still that we may 
be judges of the whole expense, and that the plan may be digested and- 
prepared in all its parts, in case at any time hereafter it should be 


* Pub, Diary 78 of i7Sl', 326. » PaE Diary 78 of 1781, 467 • 458. 
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judged proper to carry it into execution, the Engineer must be directed 
to give in an estimate of the expense of remo^dng the houses necessary 
to make room for this building, and the principal surgeons must 
also give us their o]3inion on the situation and construction of the 
proposed hospital with respect to healthiness and convenience.-^ 

Ten years later^ on the 18th November 1791, the Hospital Board 
write : Agreeable to your commands we have in concert with the Chief 
Engineer fixed on a large vacant spot of ground in the possession of 
Dada Nasarvan ji formerly intended by General Sir Arehibald Camp- 
bell for a place of arms opposite to the Cumberland ravelin (now in 
Hornby Eow about forty yards north of Sir Jamsedji^s town resi- 
dence) which we think in every point of view a most eligible situation 
for a General Hospital. On the 29th November the Board ordered 
the survey of the ground. On the 6th December the Chief Engineer 
reports the expense of building a new hospital to be : New hospital 
Bs. 63,985, ground and houses of DMy Es. 13,500, Bar jorji Dorabji^s 
house Es. 18,000, total Es. 95,485 A 

Eegarding this proposed site on the 18th January 1792 the Bombay 
Government write to the Court : The adoption of the Chief Engineer's 
report would occasion the necessity of erecting a general hospital in 
lieu of the hospital proposed to be removed for the enlargement of the 
Marine Yard. As we were desirous that you should be possessed of the 
fullest information to direct your judgment in determining on a plan 
as complete as possible, we called on your Medical Board assisted by the 
Chief Engineer to recommend a spot the most eligible in every point 
of view for the erection of an hospital. Having received their opinions 
at large we do ourselves the honour to transmit the several reports 
plans and estimates for your Honourable Courtis decision.^ 

In reply on the 25th June 1793 the Court write : From a consid- 
eration of the very great expenses which will attend the proposed 
enlargement of your Marine Yard amounting to Es. six Idkhs we think 
it necessary before we authorise you to commence the work to submit 
the plans to the inspection of such gentlemen as have been high in 
station at your Presidency and of such professional men whether in the 
King’s or Company's service as may have had an opportunity of form- 
ing a judgment. In the meantime we repeat our directions contained in 
the 22nd paragraph of our letter in the Public Department of the 15th 
December 1790 that no part of the work be undertaken without our 
previous approbation.^ 

In consequence of these divergent estimates and opinions no action 
v^as taken for many years. The Fire Map of 1803 shows the General 
Hospital on the old site, hampering the Marine Yard.^ At a Oonsulta- 

^ Pub. Diary 78 of 178 1 , 453 - 454. 

‘ ®Pub, Diary 99 of 1791, 861, 878. In 1791-92 Didy Kasarv^uji when called 
upon to state the value of his ground near the Prince's bastion within the town 
wall required for erecting a new hospital, put the value as Els, 60,000. Committee 
olBuildings'Diary 177 of 1787-1793. 

® Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court VoL 29 of 1788-1792, 208. 

^ Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 13 of 1791 • 1795, 199 - 200^ 

Bombay Town Material^ I. ‘454 -435, ^ ’ 


Chapter X* 

Institutions. 

St, George's 
hOSElTALn 

1791, 


1792. 


3793 , 


1805. 



[Historical 

600 BOMBAY TOWN 

tion, tlie 5th July 1805, Government read the following letter from 
General Nieolls, dated 1st July 1805 : I see the part of the town 
which had been destroyed by the great fire is rebuilding nearly if not 
entirely on the same spot and shape of former habitations so that not 
an inch will remain nnbuilt upon. No space will be left unoccupied 
by buildings within the walls except the plot of ground where the fire 
began. To this site Ardesar DMy a rich Parsi merchant claims a 
right but he is willing to give it to Government for an equivalent in 
land on the island of S^lsette, This exchange seems the cheapest and 
best means for gaining this large area of private property within the 
walls. Upon that site there would be room to build a barrack 
for your artillery and as it is about the centre of the garrison the 
artillery could be nowhere better placed. This ground you may say 
would come to the ^Honourable Company for a mere trifle as the 
lands of S^lsette are not profitable. Besides there might he a future 
advantage in this rich man^s example inducing other wealthy natives 
to settle and cultivate that beautiful island. The Board ordered the 
Town Committee to complete an inquiry into the title or claim Ardesar 
may prefer to the spot in question, adjusting with him thereon such a 
compensation of land that may be at the Company's disposal at 
S^lsette as may leave the ground adverted to by General Nieolls at 
the disposal of Government for the construction of such buildings as 
they may deem necessary.^ 

On the 22nd February 1806 Government write to the Court : We 
have the honour to refer to your Honoui*able CourFs particular 
attention a representation from the Commanding Oflieer of the Forces, 
dated the 1st J uly, of the great want of comfortable barracks for 
Europeans within the garrison. And proposing in the first instance to 
effect an exchange with Ardesar D^dy for a space of ground, in which 
a barrack for the artillery might be built, belonging to that merchant 
left xmoeeupied by buildings for an equivalent in land on the island of 
Salsette. The proposed exchange of property is under reference to the 
Town Committee. We are fully impressed with the particular eligi- 
bility of the site pointed out for barracks.^ 

On the 25th February 1807 Bombay resumes : In the 18th para- 
graph of our address in the Military Department dated the 22nd 
February 1806 your Honourable Court were advised that a reference 
had been made to the Town Committee on the subject of an 
exchange of ground between the , Honourable Company and Ardesar 
Dddy, the latter receiving on the island of Salsette an assignment of 
land equal in value to what he was to transfer to Government for the 
important public purposes adverted to in that paragraph. On the 
1st of August the Committee delivered their report. They fixed the^ 
value of the ground measuring 5000 square yards at Es. 25 a 
square yard. Government resolved to give Es. 20 a square , yard, 
Ardesar refused to take the offer of Es. 20 a square yard but was 


» Military Diarf SI of ISOS. 2566-67, 2570-71/ 
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wilKng to take Rs. 25 a square yard. A Committee was appointed 
to fix the value, who confirmed the resolution o£ 5th August 1806, 
namely the offer o£ Rs. I'O a square yard. Ardesar wrote a letter 
asking the Government to refer the matter to the Court by whose 
resolution he was ready to abide.^ 

The Court o£ Directors in a letter of the 21st April 1809 write: 
We find the value put upon the ground by the Town Committee to be 
Rs. 25 per square yard while the Governor wms of opinion that 
Rs. 20 the square yard was a fair price because at that rate it 
would produce to Ardesar Dddy Rs. 1,01,020, a sum not only far 
exceeding the original purchase money but even the valuation put 
upon it by his father in 1791 which was only Rs. 60,000. This fact, 
however, does not weaken Arclesar^s cla.im to the rate recommended by 
the 'Fown Committee. We therefore direct that you pay him for the 
ground in question at the rate of Rs. 25 a square yard according to 
die valuation of the Town Committee.® 

At a Consultation of the 9th March 1810 Government read the 
following letter from the Agent for Supplies to Goveniment, dated 7th 
March 1810: Having received the directions of the Honourable the 
Governor dated 2nd instant to make up the gun carriage for His Ma- 
jesty’s ship 31indeii I lose no time in requesting that a convenient 
place may be allotted for the purpose of carrying on the work and at 
the same time respectfully beg leave to observe that the spot of ground 
situated near the Baz^r Gate which was lately purchased by Govern- 
ment from Ardesar Dddy is in every respect well suited fora workyard. 
The Government acquiesced in his request.^ 

At a Consultation of the 1 7th February 1813 Government read the 
following letter from the Military Boai^, datod 11th Febmary 1813 : 
Temporary sheds which were erected by the late Agent for Supplies on 
the ground now occupied by the Agent of the gun carriage factory 
are become completely decayed and want repairs* The consideration 
of this letter was postponed."^ 

On the 31st December 1814 Government write to the Court: It is 
necessary we sliould acquaint your Honourable Court that it has for 
some time past been an object to us to ascertain if we could not ap- 
propriate to greater advantage the ground purchased some years ago 
from the late Ardesar Dhdy for the purpose of erecting a barrack for 
European troops within the Fort than by allowing it to be appropriated 
to the use of tiie gun carriage factory. With this view we called 
upon the Military Board to lay before us an estimate of the expense 
which would attend the removal of the present factory to a vacant spot 
of ground contiguous to the Castle, called Moody^’s bay ; but finding 
the estimate to amount to Rs. 56,226-0-41, we have for the present 
abandoned the measure. The Military Board, in transmitting to us 


^ Revenue Dep* Letters to the Court Vol. 5 ef 18fH -.1810, 63-72, 

^ Fab. Dep, Courtis Letters Vol. 17 of 1807 - 1809, 365-373. The Sfsette 
villages given to Ardesar Dddy in exchange Were Malar, Eksar^ Kaneri, Tulsi, Eru, 
Magathan, and Daisar. ' i . ^ 
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their recommendatioB. for the formation of the ordnanee wharfs took 
advantage of that opportunity to suggest that in case the gun 
carriage factory should he removed to Moody^s bay an hospital for 
Europeans might be erected on the ground now occupied by the 
gun carriage factory^ and that the sheds now appropriated to the use 
of a Garrison Hospital immediately under the walls of the Castle 
and contiguous to the ordnance wharf might he converted into a 
place for the reception of the field and battering trains and of 
other stores belonging to the arsenal. From the Military BoaixFs 
report the present Hospital appears to be very ill suited to the accom- 
modation of the sick from its very confined situation to leeward of the 
town and suiToimded by buildings, whereas the spot which has been 
selected by the Military Board possesses advantages superior perhaps to 
any other within the Fort. And as the amount authorised by your 
Honourable Court in your despatch of the 5th January 1810 to be 
incurred for building the barrack has not been expended, your Honour- 
able Court may perhaps be inclined to view this proposition in a 
favourable light especially when you understand that should this plan 
be adopted the sum of Es. 40,000 which would be required for the 
erection of a gun shed will not be necessary should the field train be 
accommodated in the shed now occupied by the European sick, ^ 

In reply, on the 15th January 1817, the Court write to Bombay : 
We desire to be informed of the total expense which would be incur- 
red by the adoption of the plan recommended to our consideration for 
erecting an European General Hospital on the ground now occupied 
by the gun carriage factory.^ 

In reply on the 20th December 1817 Government write to the 
Court: In pursuance of your orders of 15th January 1817 we had 
called for the plan and estimates of a hospital for the European sick 
to be constructed on the site of the gun carriage factory, and 
had suggested the removal of the factory to the present hospital. 
This was done mainly because the gun earrrige factory was better cal- 
culated for the comfortable accommodation of the sick and because the 
present hospital from its contiguity to the arsenal appeared to possess 
considerable advantages as a factory. These documents have now been 
received and are transmitted for your Honourable Courtis inspection. 
We hope to be favoured at an early period with your permission to 
erect an appropriate building for the comfortable accommodation of the 
sick the present buildings being very ill adapted to that purpose. In 
the plan two buildings are proposed to be erected. Of these the prin- 
cipal is to be divided into eight wards and the other is to be detached 
into two without any immediate communication, one of the two 
being appropriated for the reception of women. Out-offiees and 
hot and cold baths are also included in the plan. The expense of 
construction is estimated at Rs. 1,44,095-2-90. The proposed dimen- 
sions of each of the ten wards are 50 feet by 25 and 17 feet high. Each 
ward will have 82 feet of wall applicable to cots with space for three 


^ Military Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 9 of 1812 - 1814, 361 * 365. 
2 Military Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 10 of 1817, 6*4-65. 
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cots between the doors and windows opening to the front veranda. 
Bacli ward may be considered capable of accommodating twenty sick 
witbont being crowded or plaeing any cots in the veranda. The 
Medical Board consider the hospital to be on the whole well adapted 
for its intended purpose. The few suggestions offered by that Board are 
noticed by the Militaiy Board in sending up the plan. Your Honourable 
Court will learn from the letter which accompanied the plan, that provi- 
sion is made for securing an ample supply of water, and that the ravelin 
immediately fronting the proposed hospital and divided from it only by 
the road affords a hearty and desirable place of recreation for convale- 
scents. It must be unnecessary to add anything to the representation 
already before your Honourable Court of the necessity that exists for- 
constructing a hospital within this garrison which frequently contains 
three or four European regiments. We confidently hope the measure 
now proposed will receive your approbation. In regard to the expense 
attending the removal of the gun eaiTiage factory and the sug- 
gestion that it should be transferred to the site on which the garrison 
hospital now stands, the Military Board have reported that the barracks 
lately occupied by the artillery on Old Woman^s island appear far better 
calculated for a factory than either the garrison hospital or Moody 
bay and admit of being more easily converted into a commodious 
factory than the buildings now appropriated to that purpose. 
The estimate for the gun carriage factory on CoMba amounts to 
Es. 30,765-1-40^ which only exceeds hj Rs. 643-0-90 the sum which 
it-., would have cost to repair the buildings now occupied by the 
factory.^ 

On the 25th May 1819 the Court write to Bombay : We are very 
unwilling to sanction the expenditure of so large a sum of money as the 
European Hospital is calculated to cost without full assurance that the 
proposed hosj)ital will answer all the purposes for wh’eh such a building is 
designed. Of this we are led to entertain some doubts from remarks of 
the Medical Board relative to the necessity of free ventilation, the posi- 
tion of the privies, and a place for the exercise of the convalescents. At 
Fort William the European Hospital is without the walls of the fortress 
by which a much freer ventilation is obtained than could be procured 
within the works unless indeed the building were to be raised to a 
level with the rampart which does not appear to be the design in contem- 
plation with you and would be objectionable on the score of expense 
as well as on other considerations. For the present, therefore, we must 
decline authorising so expensive a building as is here proposed to us, 
but we desire that you will communicate these remarks to the Military 
and Medical Boards with a view to a . revised consideration of the 
subject. For the reasons given in your letter dated the 20th December 
1817, for the removal of the gun carriage factory to Colaba we sanction 
this expense.^ 

In continuation, on the 14 th November 1821, Government write to the 
Court: In reply to your letter dated 25 th May 1819, we have the 


^ Militstry Dtp. I^etiters to the Court VoJ. of 1837, 217-280. 
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toBOoir to submit to your Hononmble Court a report from tlie Military 
Board with one from the Snperintending Engineer forwarding revised 
plans and estimates for a garrison hospital at this Presidency. These 
documents were prepared by the Chief Engineer agreeably to the 
suggestions of the Medical Board with the exception of the measure o£ 
retaining a part of the old hospital as it appeared to the Military Board 
that by the addition of a third storey the accommodation required by 
the Medical Board would be obtained in one building. The plan as now 
submitted has been laid before the Medical Board. As they are of 
opinion that it will answer all the purposes for which it is intended 
we trust that it will meet with the approbation of your Honourable 
Court and that you will authorise it to be carried into execution, tl he 
estimate amounts to Bs. 1^58,394-2-11, As your Honourable Court bas 
noticed that the European iHospital at Fort William was without the 
walls of the fortress the Military Board have endeavoured to ascertain 
how far such a measure could be adopted at Bombay. In 
communication with the Medical Board they have for the reasons 
stated found an hospital outside of the walls to be impracticable.^ 

On the 31st October 1822 Bombay resumes ; His Excellency the 
Commander-in- Chief has represented that the site of the General 
Hospital proposed in our letter of the 14th November 1821, though 
the best to be had, is objectionable for a building allotted to such piirposes 
on so large a scale. His Excellency has suggested the expediency of 
reducing the dimensions and consequently the expense of the hospital 
by providing for the sick of the European regiment quartered in Foyt 
George in a hospital to be there erected. ^J'he arguments which satisfied 
His Excellency of the expediency of this arrangement were fully 
concurred in and supported by the recommendations of the Medical 
Board, the Chief Engineer, and the Military Board. We have accord- 
ingly sanctioned an estimate of Rs. 68,452-3-5 for the construction 
of a hospital at Fort George. As this will materially reduce the 
expense of the General Hospital we trust your Honourable Court will 
approve the measure.^ 

In reply, on the 6th October 1824, tiic Court write to Bombay : 
For the reasons ^ven we are disposed to approve and sanction the 
erection of the building described in your letter of the 31st October 
1822.® 

On the 30th April 1825 Bombay writes to the Court : In the 
132nd paragraph of our despatch of the 17th September 1823, your 
Honourable Court were informed that steps had been taken for ascertain- 
ing what difference would arise in the estimate for a hospital for Euro- 
peans in garrison handed up in the Military Board^s letter of the 5th 
March 1805, by the mduction in its dimensions consequent on the erec- 
tion of the hospital in Port George.^ We have now the honour t® 
report our proceedings on the subject subsequent to that communication.- 


^ Military Dep. Letters to. tte, Court YoL I Oof 1823, 131-132. 
" Miliiary Dep. Letters to tbe Court Vol. 17 of 1822, 136 - 137., 
3 Military Dep. Court*s Letters VoK 37 of 1824, 344,. 

^ Military Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 18 of 1823, 185 - 167, 
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In reply to a reference to the Military Board relative to the reduction 
in the work it appeared by their Secretary’s letter of tbe 27th Septem- 
ber 18*23 that a sa^dng would thence be effected in the snm of 
Es. 45^152-2-35. On receiving this estimate it became a point of 
consideration whether the delay of a further reference to your Hon- 
ourable Court should be incurred or whether the work should be 
proceeded with under the sanction of the 25th May 1819. As a period 
of ten years has elapsed since the subject of the hospital was first 
recommended to your Honourable Court and as our letter of the 14 th 
November 1821 put you in possession of the fullest assurance 
that it would answer all the purposes for which such a building is 
designed, there seemed no ground for any longer delaying to carry 
the work into execution. Still, owing to the improbability of more than 
two European regiments being at any time stationed within the garri- 
son of Bombay, some doubt w^as entertained of the necessity for provid- 
ing accommodation for another European regiment to be quartered in 
the town barracks. We therefore deemed it expedient to consult 
the Medical Board both as to the extent of the General Hospital 
when reduced to two stories for the accommodation of seamen of 
the navy marine and merchant service, of steff sergeants, conductors, 
Europeans generally, and females, and also as to the site of the 
proposed building in point of salubrity. It w^as likewise suggested 
for the consideration of the Medical Board whether part of the town 
barracks might not he appropriated to hospital purposes ; or a floating 
hospital be established in the harbour with ref eienee to our confined 
space on shore ; or if it were ultimately found necessary to ei’eet a 
new building whether Colaba would not offer a preferable site supposing 
it were intended to complete the causeway. The reply of the 
Medical Board, dated 12th January 1824^ embracing all these points 
clearly satisfied us of the utter impracticability of providing, 
accommodation for the description of sick above alluded to or for 
the sick of a regiment quartered in the town barracks without px^oceed- 
ing in the construction of a new" hospital. It was accordingly resolved 
(Mr. Warden dissenting) : (1) That an hospital should be built to unite 
the purposes of a Garrison and an European General Hospital capable 
of accommodating 120 patients, namely 60 general patients and 50 
military (the Commander-in-Chief being of opinion that no greater 
number need be provided for) and 10 to spare with the requisite apart- 
ments for petty officers and females. (2) That the lower part be 
appropriated for the accommodation of the hospital establishments 
store-rooms and other offices, so as to obviate the necessity for many 
out-buildings, and to secure to the sick all the^ ventilation and 
advantage of elevation. The site of the former gun carriage factory 
was decidedly recommended by the Medical Board in their letter 
to the Military Board of the l7th July 1820 and repeated on the 12th 
January 1824 as the most salubrious and convenient situation for the 
hospital. We accordingly fixed upon that site and directed that a revipd 
estimate of the work might be prepared showing the further reduction 
that would arise from the change in the plan and dimensions. The 
estimate w*as submitted in the Military Board^s letter of the 25th 
August 1824 which compared wdth the, original estimate exhibited a 
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saving of Rs. 645,431-3-64. The new estimate was accordingly 
passed and the work is now in progress.^ 

Three years later, 25th January 1828, the Court express their 
consent to the erection of this hospital. They write : As the majority 
of the members of yonr Government were of opinion that anew 
hospital as described in your letter of the 30th April 1825 was necessary^ 
we shall not object to your resolution for erecting it.^ 

In March 1860, on a report by the medical authorities condemning 
the Hornby Row Hospital as no longer suitable. Government deter- 
mined .to dispose of the building with the ground on which it stood, 
and to utilise the proceeds towards erecting a new hospital on the 
Cooperage site. Meanwhile it was decided to use the barracks in 
Fort George as a temporary hospital. The barracks were vacated 
by the troops in September 1861 ; the old hospital, with its site, was 
sold in April 1862 for Rs. 3,10,000; and in December 1862 the 
Executive Committee for the removal of the ramparts were directed 
to set aside a site near the Cooperage. 

The next fourteen years (1862-1876) passed without any actual 
progress. # 

'Ihe first project prepared in 1862 for a building on the Cooperage 
site ivas estimated to cost Rs. 3,86,605. This design was rejected as 
not being suitable ; and it was decided to call for designs by com- 
petition, and to offer prizes of Es* 2500 for the best, and Rs. 1000 
for the next in order of merit. The cost was limited to Rs. 3,80,000 
for the main hospital and Rs. 1,25,000 for residences for the Surgeon 
and House Surgeon and quarters for eight sick officers. Of seventeen 
designs received, one by an English architect was selected, and founda- 
tions on the Esplanade Parade ground were begun, when the work 
had to be stopped that the design might be referred to the Sanitary 
Commissioner. This stoppage of work involved the loss of about 
Rs. 49,000. 

In 1876 the hospital was moved from the temporary huts in Fort 
George into the bnilding called the Officers^ Quarters, which had 
previously been used partly a« the residence of the Resident Surgeon, 
partly for convalescent patients, and also as a contagious ward, 
This though regarded as a temporary measure, for a time removed all 
serious cause of complaint. 

Tan years later in April 1886 His Excellency Lord Reay Governor 
of Bombay, and the late Sir M. Melvill Member of Council, inspected 
the hospital Sir M. Melvill revived the question of erecting a new 
hospital, in an able and strongly worded minute dated 12th April 1886, 
and a Committee was appointed to report : 

{a) Which site or sites would be a|;)propriate and 
(6) What accommodation would be required. 

On receipt of the report, on the 25th September 1 886, orders were 
issued for the preparation of complete plans and estimates. The plans 


^ Military Pep. Letters to tbe Court Vol, 20 of 1825, 68 - 74. 
- Military Dep, Courtis Letters Vol. 21 of 1828, 20. 
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and estimates were rettirned as they appeared to Government to require 
an extravagant area of very valuable ground. Meanwhile, the Finance 
Committee had reported that the project of the hospital could be 
deferred until finances w^ere more flourishing. Government eGiitested 
this view, and determined to utilise the funds at their disposal in 
starting the work. 

In April 1888 a Committee, appointed to consider the question of 
area, recommended a curtailment which Government accepted as reason- 
able. A complete block |)lan of the site was thereupon called for. 

In the meantime Government had decided that the new hospital 
should provide 180 beds against 140 in the old hospital, with a nursing 
establishment of a Lady Superintendent, 13 nurses, 10 probationers, 
and an inferior establishment, in all of 61 persons. 

On the 22nd Febrnary 1889, on the ruins of the old Fort George, 
the foundation stone of St. George^s Hospital was laid by His Excel- 
lency Lord Eeay and the building was completed and handed for 
occupation in the beginning of Deeemher 1892. 

The buildings actually carried out are : The Nurses^ and Proba- 
tioners'* quarters including a ground and two upper floors. On the 
ground floor are a sitting-room, a dining-room, and an ofBce, and two 
bed-rooms with bath-rooms, and verandas to the east and west. On 
both the first and second floors are eight bed-rooms with bath-rooms, 
a west veranda, and a principal and servants^ staircase. The Lady 
Superintendents and Sisters^ quarters include a ground and an upper 
floor. The ground floor contains a sitting-room for the Lady Super- 
intendent, a general sitting# room, a dining-room, and an office with 
verandas to the east west and south. The upper floor contains a bed- 
room for the Lady Superintendent, with a bath and dressing-room, and 
five other bed-rooms with bath-rooms, and verandas to the west and 
south. A separate staircase for the Lady Superintendent in the south- 
east corner, and a principal and servants'* staircase to the north, are 
also provided. 

The Male Ward of the hospital, a building 318 fit. 9 in. long and 
118 ft. 79 in. wide, includes a ground and two ux)per floors. On the 
ground floor three general wards give aeeommodation, in the aggregate, 
for 40 beds, and a special ward for one bed. There are also two rooms 
for nurses and a dining and reading-room. On the first floor are two 
■wards, each containing 14 beds, and a special ward for one bed, two 
nurses^ rooms, a chapel, a dining operating and dark-room, and a general 
store-room. On the second floor are two wards, each accommodating' 
fourteen beds, and two special wards for one bed each, a reading, a dining, 
and a nurses^ room. Over the porch are two large rooms. The room 
on the first floor is the Physician^s private room, and that on the 
second floor the Physician^s office. Attached to each floor are bath-rooms 
and lavatories. In the rear of the hospital a detached block, connected 
with the main building by a passage, provides accommodation for a 
dispensary, and offices and store-rooms for an apo-fhecary a steward and 
an overseer. There is also a detached building, connected with the main 
bxuldingby a passage, in which is a cook-room, scullery, and store-room. 
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The whole o£ the main building is surrounded by corridors which 
extend to the blocks on the flanks. 

The Resident Surgeon^s quarters include a ground and upper floor. 
The ground floor contains a dining-room, di’awing-room, an offieCj 
pantry, and a carriage porch. On the upper floor are two bed-roomsj 
a dressing-moin, and three bath-rooms. 

The total expenditure on works connected with the hospital ainounted 
to Es. 5; 7 8^859. The details are : 


St. Ueoeoe's Hospital, 1889 - 1892 . | 

Item. 

Cost-. 

Male Ward and Roads 

Nurses’ and Probationers’ Quarters 

Lady Superintendent's and Sisters’ Quarters 

Cooks’ and Servants' Rooms 

Drainage ... 

Water-supply 

Coach-house ... ... i 

Resident Surgeon’s Quarters 

Iron Railing i 

Garden 1 

Total ... 

Rs. 

4,26,693 

45,9H 

37,751 

5352 

4898 

2021 

7123 

39,915 

7835 

1360 

5,78,859 ' 


^he buildings as executed were all designed by Mr. J. Adams> 
Architectural Executive Engineer, and the works were carried out by 
Khan Bahiidur Mancharji Kavasji Marzban, (hI.E., under the super- 
vision of the Honourable Mr. T. £>, Little^ Chief Engineer Northern 
Division. 

One of the proposals put forward by President Aungier in 1671 
Was to build a Fair Coimnon House wherein might be also appointed 
chambers for the Courts of Justice, warehouses or granaries for corn 
and ammunition, as also prisons for several offenders.^ The prison 
portion of the new buildings was to be in the Bazar street ^ so that the 
inmates might beg alms of passei’s.'*^ It therefore occupied the east 
or Bohora Bazar front of the Court House which as detailed below is 
the central ruin in the enclosure now known as M^pla Por. 

The following extract shows that in 1687 the jail was in this Mdpla 
Por Building. On the 18th April 1687 the Bombay Council write to 
Surat : We presume Your Excellency will have the matter stated 
according to the canons of the church by our Padres here, and remit 
the same by this conveyance. The Padre who christened or received 
into the society of the Romish religion one N. Thorpe, was committed 
prisoner to the county jail in the Bazdr by Judge Vauxe on the 11th 
April 1687.^ 

Between 1720 when the Court House was accommodated in R4ma 
K&nati's Buildings and 1728 no reference has been traced to the prison. 
It seems probable that at least during the latter part of this period 
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prisoners were confined in Dongri Fort near the site of the present 
(1894)) European General Hospital.^ A Consultation of the 3r(l May 
1 728 records : The justices of the late sessions held the 29th and 30th 
April and 1st instant^ having upon a presentment made them from the 
Grand Jury, cornplained of the want of a prison, a plan was laid 
before them showing how at a cost of Rs. 2000 Dongri Fort can be 
made proper for the same. As the justices approved and ordered 
this amount to be levied on the English inhabitants as well as on the 
several other castes on this island;, and as for some time past the said 
fort has been of no other use than for a prison and may be rendered 
more commodious than any building we can erect for the same expense, 
it is resolved that Dongri Fort be appropriated for the purpose of a 
prison.- The following quotations seem to imply that instead of 
adapting the fort for a prison at a cost of Rs. 2000 a separate building 
was raised close to the fort at a cost of over Rs. 5000. 

In 1739, appi’ehendzng a Maratha invasion of Bombay, Dongri Port 
was strengthened and the prison at Dongri was demolished when the 
prisoners were accommodated in a house rented of the Modi at Rs, 25 
a month,® situated within 200 paces of the fort. In 1745 as the 
Mod?s house required costly repairs it was given up. A Consultation 
of the 19th March 1745 records : The house rented by the Honourable 
Company of the Modi at Rs. 25 amontii and used for the county prison 
requiring such costly repair as neither the Modi nor the county agree 
to meet, and considering that the county has already laid out Rs. 5000 
in building the prison at Dongri since demolished upon erecting the 
new fortification, it is agreed that some of the lower rooms of the house 
in the Marine Yard be appropriated for a prison.* This arrangement 
seems not to have been carried out. In 1750 Grose describes a small 
untenable little fort on Dongri Point of no defence and which serves 
now for the town prison for debtors or criminals.® Probably prisoners 
continued to be kept in Dongri fort till the fort was demolished in 
1739.® Apparently the prisoners were then as proposed in 1745 traus-: 
tarred to the Marine Yard rooms. 

From 1769 to 1804 the prison accommodation in the Marine Yard 
continued unsatisfactory.^ At a Consultation on the 24th July 1771 
the Board read the following letter from the clerk of the peace, dated 
28rd April 1771 : The Grand Jury have represented that the town jail 


* Frisoners could liardly have been kept in Dongri Fort in 1689-90 when the Sid is 
raised batteries on the hill* On the other hand the Dongri Fort had been in use for a 
prison some time before 1728, See Bombay Town Materials, IL 513 and III, 22* 

. 2 See above page 22* 

^ A Consultation of tbe 24th December 1742 records : The Mody presenting a bill 
for the rent of a house used for a prison from the lst*May 1739 to the 30feh September 
1742 amountingto Es, 1026, also for provisions supplied the criminals Es, 1036-3-83 
making in the whole Es, 2061-3-83 in part whereof he has only been paid Es, 398-3-9 
whence there remain due Es, 1663-0-74 to which the Mody is Justly entitled. It is 
therefore directed that his account be credited for the sum of Es;, 1064-2-38 he owed 
under the 31st July last and the further sum of Bs* 598-2-36 to be paid out of the treasury 
4 .nd cleared on the books by the head of Account Finest Pah. Diary 16 of 1741-1742, 
597* * Bombay Town Materials, IL 282, 613 and III. 22, 

^ Grose’s Voyage to the East Indies, I* 49* ® Bombay Town Materials, II. 376-377* 

‘ ^ See above pages 5X-5i» 
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not feeing large enongfe, tfeere cannot be made proper and distinct 
divisions for debtors and felons wliicb is a great hardship on the 
subject. Under this letter is the entry: The consideration of this 
letter is deferred. Two years later the subject was again brought to 
the notice of Government. In 1773 the Sheriff represented the jail 
to be in a ruinous and untenable situation and unfit for the reception 
of prisoners. But on a survey made the land paymaster held the jail 
to be in good condition. After an interval of four years (1777) the 
Jury represented the ruinous condition of the jail. Government 
said they were convinced the jail was ruinous, insecure, and unfit for 
the use to which it was put. Government thought a part of Fort 
George might very easily be converted into a proper place for a jail, 
and ordered the engineer to survey it and to report what alterations or 
additions might be necessary with the expense of carrying the same 
into execution. This project being found to be attended with great 
expense it was given up. As a jail was indispensable the engineer 
was ordered to frame an estimate showing the cost required to naake 
additions to the then existing jail in the Marine Yard. This estimate 
submitted in 1778 amounted to Rs. 16,262-3-0. On account of the 
largeness of this estimate and because Government considered the 
existing building particularly inconvenient to the Marine Yard they 
resolved that a proper place should be found in the town to build an 
entirely new jail. This they supposed would not cost more than the 
efetixnate of Rs. 16,252-3-0. 

In 1779 the complaints against the existing jail were renewed. 
The SheriS represented the condition of the jail to be very bad and 
fte jail to he very full of prisoners. Government again took into 
consideration the selection of a proper spot for a new jail. But, after 
a visit to the existing jail, the President and Mr. Camac and the Engi- 
neer came to the conclusion that at a small expense the existing jail 
might he rendered sufficiently commodious and separate places be 
made for the felons and the debtors by appropriating for the aecom- 
modation of the prisoners the upper part then used as a sail loft. 
Government therefore directed the eagineer to submit an estimate of 
the cost required to make the necessary altei*ations. This estimate 
amounted to Es. 14,073. The engineer also reported that a jail might 
be erected on the spot between the new work and the Bandar battery, 
but, he added, it might in that case prevent the cannon of the Oastie 
pla 3 dng on the Pen and ground adjacent within the works. For this 
reason Government resolved not to erect a new jail on the spot in 
iqnestion, but to make the necessary additions to the existing jail. 
Two years later (1781) Rear Admiral Sir Edward Hughes recommend- 
ed that the Marine Yard should he extended. This project required 
ihat the jail be removed some other spot, and this Government 
ordemd.. In spite of this order the jail seems to have continued in the 
'Marine Yard for many years. In 1786 its inconvenient situation and 
-untenable state were a^in represented to Government by the Sheriff. 
On tliis representation in Jq.nuary 1787 Government observed that 
repairs had been executed to the jail when required but as to its situa- 
tion it was out of their power to allow a more secure place. 
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On tlielStli April 1798 (Pub. Diary 188 of 1798, 953) tbe Civil 
Auditor writes to Govomment ; This building, the county jail, would 
be very valuable if laid into the Marine Yard. And I do not see 
any necessity for having a prison within the fort. The present 
one has been often and very justly complained of for not affording 
sufficient accommodation to the prisoners. 

At last in 1799 a plot of ground at Umarkhadi was purchased 
and the present jail was begun and completed in 1804. A slab on the 
western gateway of the jail enclosure bears this inscription ; 

mm GAOL 
IFAS BUILT m&mG 
Tim ADMimSTBATlOH 
OF TUB HONOURABLE 
JONATHAN BUN GAN B SQUIRE 
1801h 

Only three references to the old Mint have been traced. In January 
1677 a statement of the cost of the Mint was sent to the Court of 
Direetoi’s^ ; in January 1741 the land paymaster complained of the 
risk of parts of the Mint having palm-thatched roofs^ ; and in Sep- 
tember 1755 Captain De Funck said the Mint interfered with the 
Castle guns and should be moved. ^ 

The present (1894) Mint was built in 1829 at a cost, as valued about 
1874, of Es. 35,77,000 of which the ground cost Rs. 12,62,000, the 
building Es. 15,84,000, and the machinery Rs. 7,31,000. The inscrip- 
tion runs : THE MINT 

DESrUNED AND aONSTRUGTED BY 
MAJOR JOHN HAWKINS OF THB BOMBAY ENGINEERS 
COMMENCED A.D^ 1S24* COMPLETED A*D. 18^9* 

A Parsonage House was bought by Government in 1738 and 
continued as a Parsonage till 1801. The site is (1894) across Cathedral 
street about thirty yards south of the south-west gate of the Cathedral 
close. It is the second house to the south of Armenian Lane. In their 
letter of the 25th February 1747 para 57, the Court write (Pub. Dep. 
Courts Letters Vol. 3 of 1742-1751, 141) : We cheerfully acquiesce in 
the requisite expense for puttiDg the Parsonage House in decent order. 
The house (Bombay Town Materials, II. 292) was given up in 1801 
because as the report says the clergyman was unable to sleep in 
consequence of a cotton screw built close by it. The clerg} man who 
complained was the Rev. H. Burrows, after whom, as recorded in 
1816 in Gui HaFs Adventures, the Sonipur burying ground on Back 
Bay was known as Padre Burrows^ Godown. Padre Burrows did 
not use his own Godown. As late as 1818 he stated in an English 
Law Court that he had been a resident chaplain in Bombay for forty- 
two years. 

Since *1874 (January 1) iiie Secretariat has been housed in the 
large building the southmost in the Kne of great public offices that face 
Back Bay. Before 1874 the Secretariat offices were accommodated . 


Bai3aW Town Materials, II. 4S4. ' * Bombay'. Town Materials, III. S3 - to. 

® Bombay Town Materials, ll. 
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in the large house on the west side of Apollo Street now known as 
the Old Secretariat and chiefly used as the offices of the Solicitors to 
Government. About the middle of March 1829 during the Governor- 
ship of Sir John Malcolm the Secretariat offices were moved into this 
Old. Secretariat,^ 

Before 1829 the Secretariat offices were accommodated in a large 
block of buildings to the north of the Cathedml, the site now occupied 
by Kemp^s Buildings and by the offices of the B. B. & C, I. Railway 
Company. The details recorded in the 1813-1825 survey are confirmed 
by the following passage in Warden’s Landed Tenures of Bombay 
(20th August 1814, Bom. Gov. Sel. LXIV. 47-48 and MS. Sel 54, 
80-81 paras 121, 122) : A part of the extensive range of buildings at 
present (1814) appropriated for the accommodation of the Secretary’s 
office was in 1764 bought from Mr. Whitehill for the sum of Rs.45,000.^ 
About the same time me rest of the public offices were accommodated 
in a neighbouring house which was bought from Mr. John Hunter for 
Rs. 60,000.^ Mr. Warden notices (Ditto, para. 122) that Mr. Huntei*’s 
House was formerly called either the Second’s House or the Guard’s 
House perhaps because the Church Gate Guard were lodged in the 
large rooms on the ground floor. 

In 1798 (Pnb, Diary 132 of 1798, 946-947) the offices were turned out 
of Mr. Hunter’s House apparently to make room for the Sadar Addlat, 
as in 1814 Warden describes the house as appropriated partly as a 


^ The Bombay Gazette of the ISfch March 1829 says : In the course o£ the last and 

f resent week the Secretariat has been removed into the Government House in the 
'ort and certain public offices (accommodated in private buildings rented for that 
purpose) are now (1829) to be accommodated in the Old Becretariat (to the north of 
the Cathedral) after the 1st proximo. The Gazette continues : We have heard that 
the following public offices will be thus provided for : The Military and Medical 
Boards ; the Medical Storekeeper's office and public dispensary ; the offices of the 
Adjutant' General and Quartermaster-General of the Army ; and of the Brigade Major of 
the King's Troops and the Commissariat. The vacatingof the present offices by theabove 
establishments must materially affect the present high rent of houses within the Fort, 
We have also heard that it is in contemplation to occupy that part of the edifice 
now rented for the Supreme Court and not required for the Court or the 
accommodation of the Honourable Judges as offices for the officers connected with 
the Court which is now occupied by individuals having no claims to public quarters. 
We have heard that the master in equity, profchonotary, registrar on the Ecclesiastical 
side of the Court, and the sheriff will be thus accommodated and as they at present 
rent offices at the public cost the savings by this and other means in the public 
charges for office rent alone will exceed Rs, 30,000 per annum calculating on probable 
conjecture what is now paid. 

The sacrifice of the Towm Government House which made the accommodation of so 
many offices possible was a change of some importance. The first paragraph of the 
Military Regulations of 1748 (Bombay Town Materials, III. 109) runs: ^ That the 
Goveraor make his constant residence at the Fort that he may have the military 
more immediately under his eye and that be may be the better able ta judge of 
the conduct and capacity of the officers and soldiers. It is not by this intended 
to restrain the Governor from being absent on the customary visits or tours in 
the country for health or diversion. Since the death of Mr. Jonathan Duncan on 
11th August 1811 the Governors have spent most of their time U Parel and at Malabar 
Point. 

The details were ; 2133^ S(iuare yards paying the Company Rs. 32 a year at the- 
rate of 6 res the square yard. 

details were: 2766 J square yards paying the Company Rs. 41| a year at 6 
the .square yard. 
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Council Chamber and partly for the Sadar Add-lat* The two purchases 
in 1,764 are said to have saved the Company Es. 1766 a year.^ 

The two houses purchased in 1764 did not include quarters for the 
Secretary who resided in a house close by, which in 1780 Government 
purchased from Mr. Eavenscroft for Rs. 20,000 for the Secretary's 
residence. The boundaries of this house are thus detailed in a deed of 
17th November 1772 : On the north a wall belonging to the premises ; 
on the south Church Street; on the east the wall of the oflBce of the 
Honourable Company's Secretary; and on the west Mr. Himter^s 
warehouse,^ 

In September 1758 when the demolition’ of the Fort House forced 
them to leave the rooms in the Castle® which they had apparently 
occupied since the introduction of the Oompany^s rule in 1668, the 
Secretary's and other offices were at first accommodated in warehouse 
sheds adjoining the Marine Yard. In April and May 1760 as there 
was no immediate hope of securing permanent quarters the Collector 
and the Fortification Paymaster were allowed to hire houses for their 
offices. (Pub. Diaries 14th April and 20th May VoL 34 of 1760, 285^ 
393.) 

For some reason +1118 permission was either not obtained or not acted 
on in the case of the Secretary's and Accountant's offices. In a joint letter 
(Pub. Diary 42 of 1764, 327-328) to Government, on the 22nd May 
1764 Mr. Andrew Ramsay the Secretary and Mr. Dalton the Accountant 
write: The many inconveniences we experience in carrying on the 
business of our respective offices from the improper construction of the 
places we now occupy (which were never intended for anything but 
warehouses) and the necessity for the preservation of the several books and 
papers under our charge, lead us to trouble your Honour by requesting 
you would take the same into your serious consideration, and either build 
or purchase such houses as may be fit for the purpose, T^ approach 
of the rainy season makes this more immediately necessary, for the 
present offices not being ceiled, and only covered with a mat, they leak 
very much, and the dust and dirt which in the course of the fair 
season have been collected between the rafters and the top of the mat, 
being forced down by the rain, not only spoil the books desks and 
papers, but render it both unwholesome and disagreeable to write in. 
them. The variety of different sorts of goods lodged in the adjoining 


^ Warden’s Landed Tenures of Bombay 20tli August ISM paras 121-122, Bom. 
Gov. Sel. LXIV. 47- 48 and MS. Sel. 54, 80- 81. 

3 Collector’s Deed File Becord No. 38 page 1 99 Of the fortunes of this Secretary’s 
house Mr. Warden has preserved the following particulars : The first person who 
appears to have rented this ground of the Company was Samuel Hough, on the 
payment of the quit and ground rent of sixr^s the square yard. In 1781-62 Hough, 
sold this property to Captain O. England. England in 1766-^67 sold it to M^nekji 
Limji, From M^inekji it passed in 1772 to Mr. John Hunter, and from Mr. Hunter 
in 1773-74 to Mr. Secretary Skipp ; Mr. Eavenscroft bought it from Mr. Skipp in 
1779-80 and sold it as above to the Company, Landed Tenures 20th August 1814 
paras 125-126, Bom. Gov. Sel. LXIV. 48-49. 

3 In 1765 Captain BeFunck wrote (Bombay Town Materials, 11. 308) : Round the 
polygon interior of jbhe Castle are some buildings for lodging a small part of the civil 
and military besides the houses for the Governors Council Eoom and public offices 
of the accountant, secretary, stores, and treasury, . 
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warehouses liiewise attracts numbers of rats musquitos and other 
vermin, and the constant noise of the hamdls and coolies in transporting 
such goods is extremely inconvenient. This has been often mentioned 
by us to the Honourable the President, and in consequence thereof your 
Honours were pleased to represent the same to the Honourable Court 
of Directors in your address per ship York, which was the reason of our 
not troubling you sooner on the subject, in hopes that their answer 
would have led you to determine either on building or purchasing. 
But as your attention has been otherwise engaged, we now beg leave 
to repeat the necessity of the offices being removed, for notwithstanding 
our utmost care many of the hooks are greatly damaged, and we have 
been obliged to re-bind most of them, owing to the covers rotting by 
the damp and dust. Should you determine to build, we likewise beg 
leave to ^d that it will he very proper to remove into some other house 
until ihe building is completed. In consequence of this letter before the 
end of May in the absence of the Admiral the Secretary's and Accountant’s 
offices were temporarily moved into Mr. Whitehiirs House. Towards 
,the close of October 1764 Mr. Whitehiirs House as already noticed 
was purchased for the Secretary's office at a cost of Es. 45,000 and the 
neighbouring house belonging to Mr. Hunter was at the same time 
bought for the other offices at a cost of Es. 60,000. In notifying these 
purchases to the Court of Directors the Bombay Government (14th 
December 1764, Bombay Town Materials, I L 469-470) write : Both 
houses are together sufficient for all the different branches of your 
Honour^s business except the Marine. Though, as already noticed, the 
Accountant's and other offices seem to have been turned out of 
Mr. Huuteris House in 1798 to make room for the Sadar Addlat and 
Council Hall, the Secretar/s office continued in these buildings^ till 
in 1829 it was moved to the present (1894) Old Secretariat buildings 
and from there, about 1871, to the present Secretariat, 


During the first years of British Eule there naturally was no Town 
Hall The Justices held their sittings in the Bombay and MShim 
Customs Houses, and when (1675) the Judicial Courts were removed 
to a hired house, this hired house served also as a Town Hall. In 1677 
the chief chamber of Mr. Aungier^s Court of Judicature was named 
the Town Hall. Details of this building are given under Mdpla Por. 
In 1720 when Eama KSm^ti^s house in Bazar Gate street became the 
Plonourable Company's property the chief chamber was fitted up as a 
Could House and Town Hall, and was used by the J ustiees and by the 
Court of Admiralty.^ 

During the next fifty years the want of room and the bad repair of 
Eama^s buildings were a favourite topic of complaint by the Grand 


^ Tte Admiralty Cotirt wliose cliief function was tlie trying of pirates was held at thU 
President's home as well a*s at the Town Hall {Pub. Diary 41 of 1763, 522). The Diary 
of the 7th January 1764 records : XHs morning Andrew Pope an^ William Bruce, two 
of the pirates condemned at a Court of Admiralty held the 10th day of November (1763) 
Were executed agreeable to the sentence of the Court and afterwards hung in chains 
upon Oyster Hock, Pub. Diary 42 of 1764, 19. 
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Jury and tHe Justices o£ the Peace. At a Consultation of the 28rd 
April 1771 the Board read the following letter from Mr. Gregory 
Page clerk of the peace, to the President and Council, dated the .20th 
April 11771: The Grand Jury at the last sessions represented to His 
Majesty^s Justices that the ruinous condition of the present Town 
Hall, added to the great inconYenience attending the holding the 
sessions there, from the want of proper apartments for the juries, with 
rooms for the prisoners and evidences, rendered the constructing a new 
hall or the complete repairing of the present so essentially necessary 
that they recommended to the Mayor^s Court to carry the same into 
execution. Government resolved that the consideration of this letter 
be deferred. Three months later at a Consultation of the 24th July 
1771, the Board read the following letter from the Clerk of the Peace 
to the President^ dated Bombay Town Hall 23rd July 1771 : The 
Grand Jury have again presented the Town Hall as being unsuitable 
improper and dangerous. The Mayor^s Coni’t particularly concur in 
the propriety of this part of their presentment and have enjoined me 
strongly to recommend to your Honour the providing a Town Hall 
more secure suitable and commodious than the present one. The Board 
resolved that the consideration of the above letter be deferred.^ 

Ten years later, on the 23rd * August 1780 Government at last 
resolved that a survey be made of the Town Hall and a report delivered 
in of its present state and condition.^ In spite of this Resolution 
matters continued as before except that at times the sessions were held 
in hired houses. One of these houses was the Theatre the site of which, 
as shown by the 1814 survey map, lay to the north of the Elphinstone 
Circle, a plot of ground now merged partly in the Circle and partly in 
the road. On the 1 7th J uly 1786 the managers of the Theatre forwarded 
to the Justices a bill for rent due which w^as in time submitted to 
Government, At a Consultation of the 27th July 1786 Government 
observe : Read a letter from the managers of the Theatre addressed 
to His Majesty^s Justices enclosing a bill amounting to Rs. 500 for the 
rent of that building during the time it has been occasionally appro- 
priated for the meeting of the quarterly sessions. As wre have had it 
in contemplation to dispose of the Old Town Hall and erect a new' 
building from the produce of its sale, and, as the exorbitance of the, 
present demand renders it necessary to come to an immediate determina-’ 
tion, it is resolved that the old building be sold at public outcry on 
Monday the 21st of the ensuing month of August for ready money and 
on the terms which will be noticed. As the warehouses under the old 
Town Hall are appropriated by the faiinef^s lease for the lodgment of 
his tobacco, our determination must be communicated to the Collector^ 
who is to settle with the tobacco farmer for a compensation in lieu 
thereof during the remainder of the lease. The General will direct the 
clerk of the works to draw out a plan of the intended building on the 
most frugal scale to be erected on the ruins of the old Marine House (in 
the north of the present [1894] Dock Yard) which appears to us to be 
the most convenient and proper placfe for iids purpose. On the 2Lst 


^ Bombay Town Materials, II, 47^ Bombay Town Materials, II, 486. 
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August 1786 the Town Hall was accordingly sold. Accommodation for 
the Mayor's Court and the Town Hall was provided in Hornby House 
the present (1894) Great Western Hotel then also known as Admiralty 
House. Within two years (1788) the Courts had to vacate Hornby 
House in favour of the officers of His Majesty's 7 1st Eegiment. At 
a Consultation of the 25th March 1788 Government directed that the 
portion of the Marine House occupied by the Secretary to the Marine 
Board be fitted up as a Court House and Town Hall^ the expense of 
which was estimated by the engineer at about Rs. 133.^ Ten years 
later^^ on the 18th April 1798 (Pub. Diary 132 of 1798, 947-948) 
the civil auditor writes to Government : As to the Town Hall and 
site of the old Marine House with the warehouse for the Patent Cotton 
Press erected thereon, the convenience of the ground they occupy in 
the landing and shipment of goods is a greater consideration than 
any sum that would probably be offered for the ruinous buildings 
standing thereon or the Patent Cotton Press which has been found of 
no use. Besides the Town Hall the Company are at the expense of 
Es. 200 a month for a sessions house. By having a good Town Hall 
this latter expense might be saved ; and though I am extremely averse 
from any increase of the Compands buildings, I think that with a 
proper arrangement the accommodation pointed out by the Committee 
might be made, and on the remainder of the site might be erected 
a building the lower part of which would contain warehouses in the 
most convenient situation possible for nearly the whole of the Com* 
pally's goods, and over them a town hall, and any other offices that 
might be required. This suggestion was not carried out. Five months 
later on the arrival in September 1798 of Sir William Syer the first 
Eecorder, Colonel Jones' house, that is the present Port Trust Bonded 
Warehouses in Marine Street), was taken for his residence. Next 
year (October 1 799), when Sir William* quitted this house, it was 
retained as a Town Hall (Bombay Town Materials, II. 494 - 495). 
This arrangement did not last long. Within less than a year the 
Eecorderis Court and with it very probably the Town Hall were 
provided with accommodation in Hornby's House. 

For ten years the main rdotoi in Hornby House seems to have been used 
as a Town A general desire to have a separate Town Hall took 

shape in the following letter to Goveniment, dated the 10th October 
1811, from the Recorder the Honourable Sir James Mackintosh : At 
the desire of some of the principal British inhabitants of this settle- 
ment I have the honour to lay the following circumstances before you 
respecting a plan of public ornament and utility. The want of a Town 
Hall for public meetings and entertainments has long been complained 
of as a singular deficiency in so prosperous and considerable a settle* 
inent. There are several circumstance at the present moment which 


* Bombay Town Materials, II. 480 - 490, 

^ The following notice in the Bombay Courier of the 14th January 1826 shows that 
before the erection of the new Town Hall the sessions were held in Hornby House : By 
virtue of a precept to me directed I hereby proclaim and give notice that a sessions of 
Oyer and Terminer and general gaol delivery willbe hdlden before' the Supremo Court of 
Judicature at Bombay at the Court House iu the Town HaU* 
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would probably encourage us to commence such a building if we could 
hope for the patronage and aid of Grovernment. The estimated expense 
is one Kkh. There are various sources from which we hope to com- 
plete a sufficient part of that at least to justify a commencement, 
namely (1) The Committee for managing the erection of a statue of 
the Marquis Cornwallis are of opinion that they may apply out of the 
surplus in their hands to the erection of a building where that statue 
may be placed about Rs. 20^000. (2) The Literary Society of Bombay 

on consideration of apartments for a public library as well as from 
a desire to contribute their mite to the public accommodation will give 
Bs. 10^000. (3) We bumbly hope that considering the aid which 

Bombay has afforded to the improvement of Calcutta by the annual 
purchase of 400 lottery tickets for several years your Honourable Board 
will deem it proper to propose to the Supreme Grovernment to add to the 
Calcutta lotteries such a number of tickets as will allow one thousand to 
Bombay for the Town Hall being the number which on such an occasion 
is likely to be annually taken here. This is calculated annually at 
Rs. 20^000. (4) We also venture to hope that the liberality of 

Government will aid such an undertaking with a small sum, say 
Rs. 10,000. With such a sum the Town Hall might be immediately 
begun which under the scientific direction of Major Oowper would 
combine architectural beauty with public accommodation and reflect 
honour on this Presidency, but more especially on the Government 
under whose liberal patronage it was commenced. I humbly solicit 
the favour of an answer respecting both the last items, and in my 
present circumstances I hope that I do not deviate from the respect 
which I owe and feel when I request that the answer may be early as 
well to my present communication as to that of yesterday. 

On perusing this letter at their Consultation of 15tli October 1811^ 
Government resolved to address the Governor-General in Council at Fort 
William in the following terms: We have the honour to forward to 
your Excellency copy of a letter from the Honourable Sir James 
Mackintosh, the Recorder of Bombay, submitting to consideration 
a plan for the construction of a Town Hall at this Presidency. Your 
Excellency in Council will observe that the attainment of that object 
entirely depends upon your Excellency's acquiescence in the suggestion 
offered by Sir James Mackintosh, of admitting this Presidency to a parti- 
cipation in the funds realised at Bengal for a similar purpose through 
the means of lotteries by increasing the Calcutta lottery to the extent 
of 1000 tickets on account of this Presidency. As the proposed plan 
will not in any degree that we are aware of deprive the Presidency of 
Fort William of the full amount of the sum at present derived from the 
success of the Calcutta lottery ; and as its adoption would supersede the 
.necessity of our endeavouring to establish one at this settlement and thus 
circumscribe the evils which in a greater or less degree are experienced 
from the toleration of that system of raising supplies of money for any 
particular pnrpose ; we are induced upon these grounds strongly to 
recommend Sir James Mackintoshes proposal to the favourable consider- 
ation of your Excellency in Council. As our determination in sub- 
scribing the sum of Rs. 10,000 for the construction of the Town Hall 
on thn part of the Honourable Company will depend upon the result of 
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this reference^ we request that your Excellency in Conneil will be so 
obliging as to favour us with an early reply to the object of this 
appbeationu 

At the same time Government wrote the following reply to Sir James 
Mackintosh : We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter dated the 10th of this month. Entirely approving of the 
suggestions which you have offered for the construction of a Town Hall 
at this Presidency we are cordially disposed to extend our support to 
the measure. Under these impressions we have forwarded a copy of 
your address to the Bengal Government, accompanied by a recommend- 
ation of the proposed plan of increasing the Calcutta lottery to the extent 
of 1000 tickets on account of this Presidency. Should his Excellency 
in Council consent to grant the aid solicited by the adoption of the 
proposed plan we shall also have much pleasure in promoting the 
construction of the building in question by meeting ‘your wishes in 
subscribing the sum of Es. 10,000 for that purpose.-^ 

In reply to the Government of Bombay on the 10th December 1811 
the Supreme Government write : From the inquiries wliich have been 
made on the subject the Governor General in Council has every reason 
to believe that the ordinary number of tickets in the Calcutta lotteries 
could not be increased with any reasonable prospect of disposing of 
them. His Lordship in Council in consequence regrets that no means 
exist of meeting the wishes expressed by the Government of Bombay 
with respect to that point.^ 

On learning of the Supreme Government's refusal on 11th April 
1812 Messrs. Forbes Sc Co. and Messrs. Bruce Fawcett & Co. wrote 
to Government : We have to acknowledge the communication of the 
refusal of the Supreme Government to accede to our offer of taking 
1400 tickets in the Calcutta lottery provided 1000 in addition to the 
ordinary number were appropriated for the benefit of this Presidency, 
having by that offer entirely removed the sole objection made by the 
Supreme Government to render the Calcutta lottery contributory to 
the improvement of Bombay. ^We must henceforth look to the resources 
of ibis Presidency alone for the funds necessary to the erection of a Hall. 
We therefore have the honour of submitting the plan of lottery 
which we propose shall be drawn on the 1st of August next nnder the 
sanction or patronage of Government. The ruling motive to take a 
ticket in the Calcutta lottery undoubtedly is to obtain a chance of 
having the highest prize a lakh of rupees. We have therefore, so 
arranged this plan that the Bombay lottery shall not yield an inferior 
temptation while it will posses the superior advantage, that he who 
adventures in it for the object we have mentioned will have 3000 
fewer chances against his success than he would have in the Calcutta 
lottery, the one containing 2400 and the other 5400 tickets. Hoping 
that this scheme will appear to Government to be deserving of adoption 
and support we tender our voluntary services to carry it into effect. 
Our scheme is as follows t 
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A lottery to consist of 2400 tickets at Es. lOO eaeli, the amount 
of the highest and lowest prize being ilie same with those of the 
Bengal lotteries and the niimber of blanks to a prize being also in the 
same proportion with the plan of the seventh Calcutta lottery. The 
details are : Mrst Bombay Lotmy, ism 


Prizes* 

Eat©, 

Amount. 

Ho. 

' Eg. 

Es, 

1 

1,00,000 

1,00,000 

1 

80,000 

80,000 

1 

20,000 

20,000 

1 

10,000 

10,000 

a 

1,000 

6,000 

m 

100 

64,000 

550 

Total ... 

2,20,000 


In addition to these 550 prize-tickets worth Es. 2^20,000 there will 
be 1850 blank tickets worth Es. 20,000 applicable to the improvement 
of Bombay and the expenses of the lottery. In all there will be 2400 
tickets of Es, 100 each representing a total sum of Es. 2,40^000. The 
hundredth ticket drawn on the last day will be entitled to the prize of 
Es. 30,000. On perusing this letter at their Oonsultation of the 15th 
April 1812 Government ordered that the subject lie for consideration.^ 

Two weeks later, on the 27 -29th April 1812, the following 
minute was recorded : Eesumed consideration of me letter from 
Messrs. Forbes & Co. and Bruce Fawcett & Co. The Governor in 
Council having received every assurance from those firms, corroborated 
by the general opinion of the community that the resources of this 
Presidency are sufficient to support at least two lotteries in the 
year which will realise about Es. 40,000 a year to be appropriated 
for public purposes, is disposed under such circumstances to 
extend the patronage of Government experimentally to two 
lotteries being annually opened for the improvement of the Town 
and Island of Bombay. The Governor in Council is at the same 
time not unaware of the objections that are justly entertained on 
general principles to the encouragement of lotteries. It was in consi- 
deration to those objections and with the view of circumscribing the evils 
that have been experienced from their introduction into other countries 
that this Government preferred an application to the Supreme Govern- 
ment to admit this Presidency to a participation in the profits that 
might be realised from a limited increase in the number of tickets 
allotted to the Calcutta lottery. As that suggestion has not been 
approved; as the object in view in realising funds cannot be accom- 
plished from any other source ; and further as the utilising of lotteries 
appears to be virtually sanctioned by the spirit of the Honourable Court'^s 
instructions conveyed in the 131st paragraph of their letter of the 2nd 
May 1806, the Government are under these impressions, induced to 
acquiesce in the measure. To this they the more readily agree, seeing 
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that, as is adverted to by the Honotirable Court, the objeetioBs to 
lotteries in England do not apply in their full extent to lotteries in this 
country not only from the nature and the state of society on this 
island and its subordinates but also because the lotteries are entirely 
and immediately subject to the control of the Government and are 
conducted under the agency of gentlemen of the first respectability of 
character. (1) Eesolved therefore that William Taylor Money, Eichard 
Torin, 0, Woodhouse, James Gathorne Eemington, John Kaye, and 

William Esquires, he appointed commissioners and requested to 

undertake the arrangement and general superintendence of the lottery, 
framing and submitting for the decision of Government such regulations 
connected therewith as may appear to their judgments calculated to 
ensure its being conducted with due satisfaction to the public. (2) 
Eesolved that the following scheme containing a slight modification of the 
scheme submitted by Messrs. Forbes and Company and Messrs. Bruce 
Fawcett and Company be adopted and sent to the commissioners as the 
basis of the lottery preparatory to its being published in the Govern- 
ment newspaper. (8) Eesolved at the nomination of the Honourable 
the Governor that H. B. T. Crozier Esq. be appointed to the office of 
Superintendent of lotteries, being allowed to draw from the profits of 
each a personal recompense and Es. 4000 to defray the elmrges of 
management and contingencies with the exception of stationery which, 
the Chief Secretary under the consideration of its being an under- 
taking for the public benefit may be allowed to supply from the puhlio. 
stores. The details are : 

First Bonibay Lottery y 281^, 


Prizes. 

Eate. 

Amount. 

No. 

Ee. 

Es. 

1 

1,00,000 

1,00,000 

1 : 

30,000 

30,000 

: 1 

20,000 

20,000 

1 

10,000 

10,000 

6 

1000 

6000 

600 

100 

80,000 

J 610 


2,16,000 

! 1890 

Blanks applicable to 
the improvement of 
Bombay and to the 
expenses of the lot- 



tery ... ... 

24,000 

2400 

Tickets of Es.lOO each, 

1 

2,40,000 


The hundredth ticket drawn on the kst day will be entitled to the 
prize of Rs. 30,000.^ 

On the 22nd April 1812 the Coi^issioners write to Government to 
have the plan of the lottery advertised with the necessary explanations. 
1 he Board ordered (1- 6th May) that the lottery be properly adver- 
tised.® 
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On the 3rd July 1812 the Commissioners write : We respectfully 
hope to be excused under the difficulties which this first undertaking has 
to encounter for soliciting your Honourable Board to subscribe for 200 
tickets in the lottery in lieu of the donation of Rs. 10,000. On the 
8th July the Board reply that Government do not consider themselves 
at liberty to comply with the Oommissioners^ solicitation.^ 

The first lottery proved so successful that the Commissioners 
submitted a scheme for an improved second lottery. On the 1 1th August 
1812 they write : The success which has attended our late endeavours 
to accomplish the drawing of the first Bombay lottery^ induces us thus 
early after its completion to lay before your Honourable Board the 
accompanying copy of an amended scheme for the second Bombay 
Town Hall lottery which if it meet with your concurrence we propose 
publishing in the Comer of Saturday next. Our scheme is as follows : 

Bombay lottery for the erection of a Town Hall within the Port 
established by the Honourable the Governor in Council and to be 
conducted by a Superintendent under the immediate direction of 
Commissioners appointed by Government. The details are : 


Second Bombay Lottery^ 1812 . 


Prizes. 

Rato. 

Amount, 

No. 

RiS. 

Bs. 

1 

60,000 

60,000 

1 

30,000 

80,000 

1 

20,000 

20,000 

2 

10,000 

20,000 

3 

5000 

15,000 

6 

2000 

10,000 

15 

1000 

16,000 

20 

600 

10,000 

460 

100 

1 46,000 

608 


2,16,000 

1892 

Blanks applicable to 
the construction of 
the Town Hall and 
expenses of the lotte- 

24,000 


ry 

2400 

Tickets of Rs. lOO each 

2,40,000 


On perusing the above letter, at their Consultation. o£ the 9 th September 
1812, Government issue the following directions : In reference to the 
letter from -^e Commissionei-s recorded in our proceedings of the 
19th August they be called upon to report whether they would guarantee 
the sale of the tickets on the second plan in the event of Government 
sanctioning the drawing of another lottery. The Right Honourable 
the Governor in Council is also desirous of receiving information of 
the particular objects which the lottery is intended to promote and what 
may he the sum estinoated as necessary to realise. Also to furnish 
plans showing the purposes for which the building ngay he intended.® 

In reply on the 1 4th September 1812 the Commissioners write : We 
have the honom- to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Seeretaiy Newnham’s 
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letter of the 9th mstant, requesting tis to state whether ^ w 
guarantee the sale of the tickets in the second plan in the event 
of Government sanctioning the drawing of another lottery and calling 
upon us to mention the objects which the lottery is intended to 
promote ; the sum necessary to realise these objects ; and any plans 
that may have been determined on. Permit us in reply to observe that 
having no interest whatever in the success of the lotteries separate from 
that of the community at large and having gratuitously undertaken a 
public duty at the request of Government as will more clearly appear 
by reference to Mr, Acting Secretary Parish-^ s letter of the 27th April 
last we should not feel ourselves warranted in incurring any degree of 
risk by guaranteeing the sale of tickets. At the same time it is 
satisfactory to be enabled to remark from the success of the last lottery 
which has yielded above Rs, 1^1,000, were so improbable a circumstance 
to occur as one-half of the tickets in the next to remain unsold 
and all to be drawn blanks no loss could ultimately accrue by undertaking 
another lottery. The immediate object which the lotteries intended 
to provide for is the construction of a Town Hall the want of which, 
to use the words of Sir James Mackintosh in his letter to Government 
under date the 10th October 1811, has long been complained of as a 
singular deficiency in so prosperous and considerable a settlement. 
The purposes to which the Hall is intended to be appropriated are chiefly 
the followiDg : 

1. For all meetings of tlie British inhabitants whether for public business 
or for national entertainments under such regulations as the Government 
may please to lay down. 

2. For the meetings of His Majesty’s Justices in c[uarter sessions 
assembled and otherwise. 

3. For the accommodation of the Literaiy Society and the reception of 
their valuable and increasing library. 

4. For the reception of the statues of Marquis Cornwallis and Mr. Pitt 
and of any future monuments of British art which public gratitude may 
bring to Bombay. 

The estimated expense was stated by Sir James Mackintosh through 
some mistake that cannot he accounted for to be one Hkh of rupees 
wher^s it was supposed that it would amount to upwards of two lakhs 
and that under all circumstances three lakhs would cover the expense 
of a building which as is observed in his letter above quoted would 
^ combine architectural beauty with public accommodation and reflect 
honour on the Government under whose liberal patronage it should be 
commenced." The only plan which has ever been submitted was one 
drawn by Major Cowper of the Engineer corps the gentleman under 
whose scientific direction it was the wish of the settlement that the Hall 
should he constructed. Major Cowper"s subsequent appointment to the 
c^ge of the commissariat has deprived the public of the benefit of 
his services in the erection of the Hall, and in consequence whenever 
it shall be determined that funds suflBicient for the commencement of 
the work have been collected those to whose management the 
important business wifi be confided must consider of the best means to 
be recommended to Government for applying Ms loss. The funds ut 
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present at command to commence the construction of the TTg-ll are as 
follows: ■ Es. 

Bealised by the first lottery about I JljOOO 

The amount subscribed by Government 10,000 

Bifcto by the Literary Society 

•who are to have apartments in the Hall ... IO5OOO 
Considered by the Committee for the erection of 
Marquis Cornwallis’s stat^^^ to be applicable to 
the construction of the Hall in which it is proposed 
to place the statue ... ... ... 20,000 
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Total 1,51,000 

From this statement the best hopes may be entertained that the 
Town Hall, if the erection be early commenced, will be completed in the 
course of three years, and we beg to observe that should any fands 
remain they may l3e rendered applicable to many other public 
improvements much needed in this settlement. 

On the above report from the Commissioners on the 15th September 
1812 Government observe that upon the estimate submitted by the 
Commissioners for the construction of a Town Hall amounting to three 
Idkhs of rupees it will be necessary to sanction at least seven lotteries 
before the sum required to complete that estimate can be realised, and 
as Government are desirous to discontinue the practice of raising funds 
for any purpose through so objectionable a medium, it is ordered that 
the Commissioners be requested to lay before Government a plan for 
the proposed Town Hall with intimation that if they can cneumseribo 
its dimensions so as to admit of the building being constructed for the 
sum of two Mkhs the Government would have the less reluctance to 
sanction a mode for raising money whieh as they must themselves 
admit is liable to many objections. On the 23rd September, 
Government repeat this order of the 15th September 1812.^ 

In reply on the 7th October 1812 the Committee write: We have 
been favoured with your commands, under date the 23rd ultimo, to 
submit a circumscribed plan for the construction of a Town Hall the 
expense of which shall not amount to more than about two Mkhs of 
rupees. It will require some time to obtain such a plan as shall be 
perfectly approved ; but we hope to have one prepared which shall not 
exceed the limits prescribed. In the meanwhile we beg to recommend 
that measures may be pursued for raising the necessary funds. 

On perusing this letter on the 21st October 1812, Government 
resolved that the scheme of the second lottery recorded under date the 
19th of August last be approved and sanctioned under the assurance 
afforded by the Committee that the objects of the lottery can be effected 
for the sum of two Mkhs of rupees.® 

In continuation of their above letter of the 7th October 1812 the 
Committee write on the 21st October 1812 : In reference to the letter 
of the 7th instant which we had the honour of submitting to your 
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consideration we enclose the draft of an advertisement inviting 
plans for the construction of a Town Hall which we propose to publish 
m^QBomlav Courier^ We take the liberty of recommending that 
the building should be on the Bombay Green nearly in the site .of the 
present guard-house and of the temporary buildings eontigiious to it. 
The reasons which have induced us to recommend this spot are that a 
structure intended for ornament as well as utility should not be placed 
in a confined situation but stand insulated and exposed on all sides to 
public view. We are further induced to make this recommendation 
seeing that it is in the contemplation of Government to erect a new 
main guard and that perhaps the situation of the present fire engine 
house which is too limited for a Town Hall may be deemed amply 
sufficient and equally convenient for the new main guard. Should the 
suggestion be favourably received we request that the proper officers 
be instructed to measure the ground which may he allotted for the 
Town Hall and to communicate the measurement to us in order that 
its dimension maybe inserted in the advertisement. The advertisement 
would run ; 

Town Hall of Bombay — ^Tlie Committee appointed to superintend the 
erection of the Town Hall of Bombay will on or before the 15th day of 
January next receive plans and elevations for the construction of a Town 
Hall addressed to the Chief Secretary to Government. The following 
information is given for the guidance of those who may be disposed to farnish 
the Committee with plans. The Town Hall is intended first (1) For the 
meetings of the British inhabitants of Bombay whether for public business 
or for entertainment ; the number assembled is calculated at 300 persons, 
(2) For the permanent accommodation of the Literary Society of Bombay 
and the reception of their library. (3) For the reception of the statues of 
Mr. Pitt and Marquis Cornwallis and of any future monuments of British 
art. The site of the building will be on Bombay Green; the space of ground 
which it may occupy is . . . feet front by . . . feet depth. The funds intended for 
the erection of the building amount to two Mkhs of rupees and the estimates 
which it is desirable should accompany the plans and elevations ought not 
to exceed that sum. Bombay 21st October 1812. 

On perusing the above on the 28 th October 1812 Government 
ordered that copies of the preceding papers be referred to the Chief 
Engineer with directions to report whether the erecting the proposed 
Town Hall on the spot pointed out by the Committee will render it 
necessary to remove any public buildings or be in any other respect 
attended with detriment to the Company's interest.^ 

In reply on the 22nd December 1812^ the Chief Engineer Lieut.- 
Colonel Atkins writes to the Chief Secretary to Government ; I have 
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter enclosing one from the 
Committee appointed by the British inhabitants of Bombay to 
superintend the erection of a Town Hall and desiring that I report 
whether the erecting the proposed hall on the spot pointed out by the 
Committee will render it necessary to remove any public buildings or 
be in any respect attended with detriment to the Honourable Company's 
interest. I request you will be pleased to inform the Right Honourable 
the Governor in Council that I -have inspected the premises noticed in 
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the Committee’s letter ; a sketch of the space it will occupy' is laid down * 
in the accompanying plan of Bombay Green and distinguished by a 
pale-yellow colour 250 feet front by 130 feet deep. With all deference 
I beg to notice that if the intended building is brought to the dotted 
line aby there will be more space left between it and the Castle for 
buildings that may hereafter be required for arsenal purposes. The 
public buildings that it will be necessary to remove are the niain guard 
and part of the old arsenal, both of which are constructed of temporary 
materials. I am not aware that the erecting a Town Hall on the place 
proposed can be of any detriment to the Honourable Company’s interest. 

On reading the above report, on the 23rd December 18 12^ Government 
ordered that a copy of the Chief Engineer’s letter be forwarded to the 
Committee of the British inhabitants of Bombay with notice that 
Government have no objection to the Town Hall being erected on the 
spot pointed out by Colonel Atkins. 

After having disposed of a number of tickets, the Committee write 
on the 5tli April 1813 : The number of tickets disposed of to the 
31st ultimo is 1275. We rely on the local attachment and public 
spirit of numerous individuals for the disposal of 300 more, and if 
Government will be pleased to contribute its aid by taking a similar 
number, we are of opinion that the drawing may be commenced in full 
confidence from past experience that the residue will be sold between 
tJie days of drawing. On the 7th April Government ordered that the 
Commissioners be informed that Government does not feel itself 
authorised to afford any aid to the lottery of the nature they have 
solicited,^ 


On the 10th April 1813 the Commissioners write : It only remains 
for us to state the impracticability of proceeding further with the lottery 
unaided by Government and the consequent necessity of announcing 
its abandonment to the public and of returning the purchase-money of 
tickets to the several subscribers who laudably came forward to 
promote this second undertaking. Under your sanction we shall direct 
an advertisement to the effect of the enclosed draft to be inserted in the 
public prints to which it will be necessary that the sub-treasurer 
should be instructed to conform. The following is the proposed draft : 
The Commissioners appointed by Government for the management of 
the Bombay Lottery are concerned to be under the necessity of 
announcing its abandonment and of the sub-treasurer having in 
consequence been instructed to return the purchase-money of tickets 
to the several subscribers who have laudably come forward to promote 
the success of this second undertaking. On. the 21st April 1813 the 
Board ordered that the Commissioners be informed that the Board have 
no objection to the publication of the advertisement notifying the 
relinquishment of the Bombay Lottery.^ 

On the ith November* 1813 Mr. Erskine, the Secretary to the 
Committee, writes to the President and Governor! I am requeued 
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by the Committee appointed £ox superintending the erection of the 
Town Hall and of apartments for tbe accommodation of the Literary 
Society, to lay before your Honourable Board the plan which has been 
selected by the Committee from among those presented to it. It is 
the production of Lieutenant Hawldns of the Engineers. And should 
it meet with your approbation the Committee respectfully suggest 
that orders may be given by your Honourable Board through the 
proper channel for clearing the ground so liberally granted by Govern- 
ment as a site for the intended building. The Committee have further 
to request that the Eight Honourable the Governor in Council would 
be pleased to grant permission to Lieutenant Hawkins to superintend 
ihe work in the course of its progress. On the 17th November 1813 
Government ordered that Mr. Erskine be informed that Lieutenant 
Hawkins has recently stated to Government that his whole attention 
is required in the execution of his public duties, and that his superintend- 
ence of the proposed building cannot consequently be permitted 
without his neglecting the more important duties of his station.^ 


Four months later, 25th March 1814, Government observe: As it 
appears from the communications which our President has had with 
Lieutenant Hawkins that ■ the assessment of the houses on the island 
is nearly completed, and that no considerable portion of his time will 
be oocupied in superintending the erection of the Town Hall before 
the assessment will be finished, it is resolved that that officer be 
permitted to superintend the construction of the Town Hall in 
compliance with the Committee'^s application. Eesolved that in 
communicating this permission to Lieutenant Hawkins through the 
Chief Engineer that officer be informed that if it should be found that 
his superintendence of the work should interfere with the due execution 
of his public duties, the Eight Honourable the Governor in Council 
will feel himself under the necessity of making some other arrangement 
for the performance of such duties.^ 

In informing the Court of Directors on the 2nd August 1814 
Government write : Your Honourable Court will observe by a 
reference to our Consultations the encouragement given to the British 
inhabitants to engage in the erection of a Town Hall by the institution 
of a lottery in 1812 which realised the sum of Es. 1,11,870. Though 
we felt considerable reluctance in sanctioning a second lottery, we at 
last acquiesced under an assurance that the expense should not exceed 
two Mkbs of rupees. So much difficulty was, however, experienced in 
the sale of the tickets that the second lottery was abandoned. Under 
whatever circumstances the Hall may now be erected, we have reason 
to believe that no disposition exists in the minds of the Commissioners 
to exceed the amount of the sum of two Ukhs in construction of iha 
building.® 

Eegarding the Government grant on the 8th April 1816 the Court 
write : Although you state your intention of waiting for our sanction 
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to tlie proposed donation o£ Rs. 10,000 towards the erection of a Town 
Hall, it would appear from the answer which you directed to be made 
to the Commissioners of the lottery on the 1st July 1812, that you had 
already engaged yourselves to grant that sum, We desire that you 
will in future avoid committing yourselves to any expense of this 
nature and that you will confine yourselves to an undertaking to recom- 
mend the subject to our notice. We cannot approve of your making 
auy advances whatever from the Company's cash in furtherance of the 
proposed building of a Town Hall either as to the erection or furnishing 
of it, nor towards maintaining its establishment when completed. As to 
the grant of land on Bombay Green for the erection of the d’own Hall, 
which you have recommended, we have to remark that notwithstand- 
ing the Chief Engineer's report that no detriment to the Company's 
interests is likely to arise from the appropriation of a portion of the 
Green to this purpose, yet we cannot consent to depart from the direc- 
tions conveyed in paragraph 144 of our letter to you in this Department 
of the 2nd May 1806, tliat Bombay Green should ^remain applicable 
only to the purpose for which it is now used/ more especially as it is 
remarked in the said paragraph that ^ Bombay Green is the only s|)acje- 
where the troops of your garrison could be drawn up so as to move upon 
an emergency with either regularity or effect to points where their 
services might be required/ Lieut.-Colonel Atkins your Chief Engi- 
neer, in his letter to Mr. Secretary Newnham of the 22nd December 
1812, adverts to a plan accompanying the said letter in order we suppose 
to shew that no detriment will arise to the Company's property on the 
Green by tlie adoption of the proposed measure. But this plan did 
not accompany your Consultations, so that we cannot derive any know- 
ledge therefrom as to the site of the proposed building and how far it 
might be calculated to interfere with the objects stated in the paragraph, 
of our letter before mentioned. Our directions as conveyed in the said 
paragraph must therefore be strictly observed/ 

After communicating to the Committee of British inhabitants the 
Courtis refusal to contribute, Government write to the Court on the 18th, 
of December 1816 ; The Committee appointed by the British inhabitants 
to superintend the construction of the Town Hall have been informed 
that your Honourable Court declines confirming the grant of Rs, 10,000 
conditionally made by this Government towards the erection of the 
Town Hall in tlie year 1812. We regret that the packet by the 
Wilmington had not reached you when the paragraphs under reply 
were framed as your Honourable Court would have observed that the 
intended site for the Mint, Town Hall, and new Main Guard are already 
nearly occupied by old buildings, many of them in a state of complete 
decay. These must necessarily be removed under your Honourable 
Courtis orders for building a new Main Guard. Further they form no 
part of the Green which could at any time be appropriated for the move- 
ment of troops with the exception of the small spot intended for the new 
Main Guard. The spot on which this budding is proposed to be erected 
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is at present unoceiipied by buildings but is o£ inconsiderable extent 
and partly detached from the Green. By erecting these three buildings 
on the uniform plan proposed the appearance of the town would be 
greatly improved and the limits of the Green be better defined. On 
these grounds we took the liberty of recommending to your Honour- 
able Court the grant of ground for the erection of a Town Hall, it 
being intended that two spacious streets of 85 feet ■wide should be left 
on the north and south sides for the purpose of communicating with 
the Castle and the Garrison Hospital,-^ 

Referring to the Courtis letter of the 8th April 1816^^ declining to 
confirm the grant of money and land the Committee of British inhabit- 
ants write to Government on the 22nd February 1817 : We have had 
the honour of receiving Mr. Chief Secretary Warden^s letter dated 9th 
September last, enclosing paragraphs 36 to 38 of the Honourable Courfs 
despatch of the 8th of April preceding^ on the subject of our application 
for a spot of ground for the erection of a Town Hall within the walls 
of the fort. We have to regret that the sketch of Bombay Green 
which accompanied our application should not have been received by 
the Honourable Court as we indulge a hope that it would have led to 
a decision favourable to that application ; because it would have proved 
to the Honourable Court that Bombay Green or the Place of Arms 
instead of being encroached upon will be enlarged by the gran-t of the 
ground in question. We have the honour of enclosing a duplicate of 
the sketch of the site of the proposed Main Guards the Town Hall, 
Library and Museum, and the Mint and Assay Office, the construction 
of which by removing the old main guard and an old arsenal shed in a 
state of dilapidation will throw at least 200 feet into the Place of 
Arms, whilst the new main guard will stand in the rear of what was 
formerly termed the Tank or the Third Member of CouneiFs House. 
Independently of this advantage in augmenting a space to which the 
Honourable Court justly attach so much importance, the proposed range 
of buildings will, with the exception of the New Cotton Screws and an 
old warehouse belonging to the Company, render the eastern face of 
the Green uniform and constitute a creditable testimony to the taste 
and liberality of a British community. For the Honourable Court 
will recollect that two of the chief objects in view in the construc- 
tion of this building are first to afford accommodation to the 
Literary Society its library and a museum for the reception of the 
specimens in mineralogy natural history and other curiosities of India 
which at no inconsiderable charge they are now forming ,* and second 
for the reception of the statues of the late Marquis Cornwallis, Mr, Pitt, 
and the Marquis of Wellesley wHeh have cost nearly £20,000 sterling 
raised by the contribution of individuals. These, as they have hitherto 
done, are likely to remain in an obscure warehouse unless we can 
rear a suitable edifice for the reception of such splendid and exemplary 
testimonies of public respect and gratitude to the services and to the 
virtu^ of the most eminent statesmen of onr country. The subscribers 
to this address, the Honourable the Court may rest assured, would 
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never have preferred an application open to the objections which the 
Honourable Court has advanced. The Chief Engineer was consulted 
as to whether the proposed site was in any respect objectionable and 
our application having been moreover supported by the recommenda- 
tion of the Government, we relied confidently on the Honourable 
Courts acquiescence. Under such impressions we sanctioned the pur- 
chase of articles in England to the extent of Rs. 80,000, the principal 
part of which have been received and the timber frames prepared 
for the construction of the building. We therefore trust that as the 
ground on which the Honourable Courtis objections to a compliance 
with our application appear erroneous and no inconvenience but the 
contrary will result from a grant which would contribute so materially 
to the accommodation and to the liberal views of the British inhabitants 
of Bombay that the Honourable Court will be pleased to sanction the 
measure.^ 

On this on the 12th March 1817 Government direct: A duplicate 
sketch having been already forwarded to the Honourable Court of 
Directors, it is resolved that a copy of the above letter be sent to them 
by the first opportunity.^ 

On the 31st December 1817 the Court write: Under tbe explana- 
tion afforded in the paragraphs 101 to 104 of your letter dated 18tli 
December 1816, we shall not object to your granting upon a building 
lease of 50 years at an annual rent of one peppercorn, if demanded, 
the piece of ground which has been selected for the site of the intend- 
ed Town Hall. At the same time it is to be clearly understood that 
the Company are not to be liable for any expense whatever on account 
of the erection or future establishment of the proposed structure and 
that conformably to the principle of building leases granted in this 
country the building itself slmll at the expiration of the lease become 
the property of the Company.^ 

On receipt of this Government ordered that a copy of this paragraph 
38 of the Courtis letter be transferred to the Committee of European 
inhabitants connected with the building of the Town Hall with 
information that on their acceding to the terms proposed Government 
will be ready to transfer the ground to them on the execution of the 
requisite deeds.^ 

Shortness of funds was the next dijffieulty in the way of the promoters 
of the Town Hall. On the 28th February 1820 the Conomissioners write 
to Government : The f qnds under our management for the construction 
of the Town Hall, including apartmente for the library and museum of 
the Literary Society, being insufficient for that purpose we are desirous 
of completing the deficiency by one or more lotteries which under your 
authority we propose to establish at this Presidency on a plan which 
we have the honour to enclose : 
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!I%ird Bombay Lottery, 18 B 0 . 
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20,000 

S 

5000 


16,000 

10 
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10,000 

20 
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10,000 
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30,000 
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1,35,000- 
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Expense 

of 


Blanks. 


... 

3000 

1,20,600 

1500 

Tickets of 

B»w 



100 each 


1,60,000 


On the 8th March 1820 Government order that the Committee be 
informed that the Governor in Council approve of the plan they have 
proposed by the establishment of a lottery under this Presidency and 
authorize them to proceed to give it effect.^ 

With a view to start building operations^ on the 3rd September 
1821 the Committee write : We have the honour to forward to you 
a plan of Bombay Green by Major Oowper with an outline of the site 
of the intended Town Hall which we request you will lay before 
the Honourable the Governor in Council for his approbation, as 
in fulfilment of the liberal grant of the Court of Directors we are 
desirous of giving instructions for proceeding in the building without 
delay.® 

In reply on the 17th September 1821 the Secretary to Government 
writes to the Town Hall Committee : In reply to your application to 
be allowed to commence the erection of the Town Hall on the site 
selected for that purpose and approved of by the Honourable Court, I 
am directed to inform you that the Governor in Council is pleased to 
grant permission to that effect, it being understood that you defray the 
expense of replacing the gun-shed which it will be necessary to remove. 
It is expedient that the building be carried back as far as possible with- 
out confining too much the commxmieation in the rear. The Company's 
Solicitor has been instructed to prepare the lease according to the 
Honourable Courtis orders.^ 

On the 6th Febmary 1823 the Committee inform the Board that 
the work of building the Town Hall is in progress and on the 11th 
February 1828 Government intimate to the Committee that orders for 
the payment of the Es. 10,000 subscribed by Government have been 
issued to the sub-treasurer/ 

When the work had been in progress about eighteen months funds 
were nearly expended and much remained to be done. In this diffi- 
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^nlty the Committee proposed to transfer the building to GrOTernment. 
On the 1st November 1824 Government write to the Court : Under 
date the 10th June, we received an address from the Committee of 
the Town Hall stating the measures they had adoptedfor the construc- 
tion of a public building for the several objects of affording accommo- 
dation for the Literary Society^ its library and museum, for the 
reception of the statues of the late Marquis Cornwallis and Mr. Pitt, 
and of the Marquis Wellesley, and for providing a suitable suite of 
assembly rooms for public meetings ; that the building has been hastily 
commenced on too extensive a scale and that after proceeding with 
the building to the expenditure of about two lakhs of rupees, they 
found that to complete the whole would still require so considerable a 
sum that they were obliged to abandon the hope of accomplishing it 
with the means at their command. Before proceeding to give direc- 
tions for putting a stop to the building they proposed to make over to 
Government the building and materials as they stand (on which from 
first to last upwards of two Idkhs have been expended) to be completed 
at the Government expense and applied to Government purposes .as 
accommodation for public offices, reserving merely the assembly rooms 
rent-free for the use of the British inhabitants. We accordingly 
appointed a Committee to report whether the Town Hall would answer 
the purposes suggested as well as the present offices of those depart- 
ments which might be accommodated in it, submitting an estimate of 
the difference of expense between the proposed plan and the existing 
arrangement. The report of the Committee showed an appropriation 
of the apartments to several offices, the rent of which after allowing for 
annual repairs would leave as a set-off against any advance for com- 
pleting the building Es. 15,780 a year. This the Committee observed 
at 5 per cent is the interest of Rs. 3,15,600. They stated that to 
finish the building, without the Grand Hall, supper rooms, and Literary 
Society's apartments, would require Rs. 1,60,000 which on the above 
data would be cleared off in 14J years ; that including the Literary 
Society's apartments, the finishing would cost Rs. 1,80,000 and might 
be cleared off in VJ\ years; and that the estimate of Rs. 2,50,000 for 
completing the whole might be cleared off in 32| years. Objec- 
tions made in some instances to the allotment of offices proposed by the 
Committee and other suggestions have been considered with the result 
that the following appear to be the best arrangements if your Honour- 
able Court should see fit to sanction the completion of the building at the 
public expense : 
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I'his amount is calculated as above-mentioned by the Committee. 
At the same time the estimates for completing the building have^ sub^ 
seq^uently been stated at higher amounts than those abovementioned^ 
namely : 

For finishing the building without the Liter- q. r. 

ary Society’s apartments ... ^ 1, *74,714 180 

For the above with the Literary Society's 
rooms ... ... ... .*• 1,98,846 1 0 

For completing the whole ... ... 2,85,227 0 20 

It is also represented to us that if the building remains long in its 
present uncovered state the expense of completing it will probably be 
increased. We beg to transmit a report showing the extent to which 
the building has been raised and the work remaining to be done with 
plans and sections of the building on its intended scale and refer you 
to all our proceedings on the subject. Your Honourable Court will 
observe Mr. Goodwin^s opinion that the public money should not be 
expended for this purpose unless the whole building be given up to 
Government and that in that event it should be appropriated to the 
Supreme Court of Judicature^ the house (Hornby^s House) now rented 
on that account at Rs. 1625 a month being given up on the ex]3iry of 
the lease in 1827. Mr. Goodwin^s suggestion is open to the objection 
that to obtain the whole building it would be requisite to pay the pro- 
prietors the value of the work already constructed, namely Es. 2,00,000 
in addition to the expenditure yet to he incurred. Mr, Warden also 
apprehends^ that after completing the building, some of the successors 
to the olBces of those gentlemen who now see no objection to the 
apartments allotted to them might be dissatisfied with them, and while 
the expense of finishing the building might exceed the amounts 
estimated the receipts from offices accommodated therein might be 
less than the above calculation. The building in question is certainly 
much more extensive than was required for the purposes intended at 
this Presidency. It is stated by the Committee and with some justice 
to be a structure which for classical purity of design and as far as it has 
gone elegance of execution stands unrivalled in the Eastern Empire, 
and we should consider it a subject of regret that so fine a specimen of 
architecture should he lost, not only to public purposes but as a model 
to aid the taste of the wealthier of your native subjects in a branch of 
general science by no means unimportant. We have shown that pro- 
spective calculations exhibit a full remuneration for the expenditure 
which is estimated to be requisite to complete the building, and we 
have not withheld the apprehension entertained that the result might 
be found to less favourable than those calculations exhibit. To 
leave the building in its present unfinished state would be in all respects 
undesirable ; to remove the materials of such an edifice, besides the 
heavy expense of such a measure, would not be consistent with the 
liberm and enlarged views of your Government. With these oteerva- 
tions and adverting to the condition on which the building was sanc- 
tioned, namely that it should become the property of the Government 
after fifty years, we respectfully submit for the decision of your Honour- 
able Court the course to be pursued respecting the Town Hall.^ 

^ Bep, Let. to tbe Cowrt Toi, 46 of 1824-25, 252 - 261. 0eii. Dep. Tol. 45 i: - 50 
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On the 14th December 1824 Government further write to the 
Court : With reference to the subject of the 147 - 155 paragraphs of our 
despatch in this department, dated the 1st September, and particularly 
to^ the close of paragraph 152 of that letter, we have the honour to 
bring to your Honourable Courtis notice copy of an address we 
have since received from the Town Hall Committee proposing that the 
building and materials should be made over to Government to prevent 
the dilapidation that must ensue from abandoning the undertaking 
and that we should grant the sum of Es. 7060 in addition to 
the proceeds of the last lottery to enable them to discharge all out- 
standing bills and close the concern. And should it ever be completed 
by Government at any future period the Committee leave it to that 
authority to assign the portion that should be set aside for the accom- 
modation of the European inhabitants in consideration of the sums 
expended by them in the structure. Considering the importance of the 
object and the smallness of the amount required we have acceded to 
the Committee's application and directed the Civil Engineer to take 
charge of the building and materials and respeetf ally request to be 
favoured at an early period with the commands of your Honourable 
Court regarding it.^ 

On the 1st July 1826 Government further write to the Court: 
In our despatch of the 1st November last we took the liberty to bring 
to your Honourable Courtis notice our proceedings connected with the 
offer made to us by the Town Hall Committee of the building which 
they had commenced but which they could not finish owing to 
the want of funds. Again in our letter of the 14th December we 
submitted to your Honourable Court the expediency of our being 
favoured with your commands regarding it at an early period. The 
Supreme Court of Judicature are desirous that all the offices of the 
Court should be aecoromodated in one building. At the same time 
among other objections to the present Coui*t House the Honourable 
Judges are of opinion that it is not sufficiently large to accommodate 
the w'hole establishment, and, as the lease of the building will shortly 
expire, the Civil Engineer has suggested to us the propriety of com- 
pleting the Town Hall which he states from its retired situation and 
ample powers of accommodation will afford every advantage and 
convenience required. We beg therefore to submit our proceedings 
connected with the subject to the consideration of your Honourable 
Court and beg to press on you the expediency of favouring us with 
your decision on the subject at an early period to admit of the building 
being commenced before the rains of 1826 and finished before the 
expiration of the lease of Homby^s House, should your Honourable 
Court deem it advisable to sanction its construction. We beg to refer 
your Honourable Court to a letter from the Eegistrar to the Supreme 
Comt containing the sentiments of their Lordships on the subject.^ 

In reply to these despatches the Court write to Bombay on the 
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2Btli January 182S ; We now reply to the several paragraphs^ 
relating* to the proposal from the Town Hall Committee to make over 
the building to Government for public offices. The principal question 
in this instance seems to be one of economy. The Town Hall Com- 
mittee being nnder the necessity of leaving the building unfinished 
for want of funds the question is whether Government would be a 
gainer or loser by going to the expense of completing it on condition 
of obtaining the property of it for public purposes. You seem at 
present to destine the building in the event of its being made over to 
you for the accommodation of the Supreme Courts the House at 
present rented for the Court being not sufficiently large for the whole 
establishment and the lease being nearly expired. You calculate that 
the expense of enlarging the present Court House added to the present 
rent will be equivalent to an annual rent of Rs. 80^000, while the 
interest of the sum necessary to complete the Town Hall with the 
probable expense of the annual repairs will not amount to moi'e than 
lls. 15,376 a year, giving thus a net yearly advantage of Rs. 14,624 
in favour of completing the Town Hall. You have not, however, 
informed us on what principle the interest of the outlay upon the Towm 
Hall has been rated at 5 per cent only and the additional rent 
upon the present Court House occasioned by the outlay at 12 per cent. 
Besides Mr. Warden observes in his minute of 22nd January 1825 
that the annual expense of the present Court House to the Com- 
pany has been estimated too high by 700 or lUOO rupees a month 
which is equal to three-fourths of the expected saving, Your calcula- 
tions, however, show that if, as was at first intended, the Town Hall 
be devoted to the accommodation of the public offices of Government 
the expense of the work will in no great number of years be covered 
by the saving of office rent. We therefore authorise you at all events 
to complete the building either with or without the Literary Society's 
rooms and devote it to the accommodation of the public offices or of the 
Supreme Court should that arrangement seem to yon preferable. At 
the same time we do not feel ourselves bound either on the ground of 
justice or of liberality to incur an expense* amounting to the difference 
between Rs. 1,98,846 and Rs. 2,85,227 for the construction of assembly 
and supper rooms for the inhabitants of Bombay who although they 
have commenced the buildings have not subscribed money enough to 
complete them nor even to prevent what has already been built from going 
to min. We desire that this additional expense may not be incurred.^ 

On the I9th June 1827 Government intimate to the Court: We 
have authorized the completion of the Idwn Hall on the plan of the late 
Colonel Cowper but finishing the interior in the plainest style and have 
^ iiUfler consideration how to appropriate the building in a manner most 
advantageous to the Honourable Company.^ 

On the 1st March 1828 Government farther write : In the 44th 
paragraph of our despatch of the 19th June last we informed your 

' Paras 147 to 155 of PuHic Letter dated 1st Nov, 1824 ; paras 29 and 30 of 14tli 
Ptc. 1 824 ; paras 4$ to 45 of 1st July 1825. ^ 
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Honourable Court tliat we have ordered tlie completion of the Town 
Hall and had under consideration the mode of appropriating the 
bailding ihost advantageously to the Honourable Company. At one 
time it occurred to ns to appropriate the building as the Government 
House in the event of the Government House (that is the present (1894) 
Old Secretariat) being found to suffice for all the offices which it was 
originally intended to accommodate in the Town Hall. Independently 
of this consideration it must be observed in support of this propositi on 
that the present town Government House is extremely ill suited for the 
residence of the Governor both from its situation and because from the 
large and. increasing numbers of the Society of Bombay the building* is 
wanting in space for those entertainments which are official andfrom which 
no Governor can exempt himself. This idea, though not matured into* 
a measure resolved upon, showed us the expediency of reserving in our 
own hands under the orders of your Honourable Courts the appro j)riation 
of the building. And as the correspondence which had taken place- with 
the Judges of the Supreme Court regarding the edifice appeared to 
give the Judges ground for concluding that they might if they pleased 
take the Town Hall for the Court House we thought proper again to 
write to the Judges placing the 'Pown Hall at their disposal. We at the 
same time stated that as the building could, not be completed in less 
than two years we would in reference to the wish expressed by the 
J iidges for an early removal of the Court from the present house 
readily concur in any other arrangement that might occur to the 
Honourable Jtidges as capable of being earlier carried into effect in 
which case the Town Hall could be appropriated to other purposes.. 
No answer having been received to this reference which was made 
on the 29th of March last we have now informed the Supreme Court 
that circumstances render it necessary to report again to your 
Honourable Court our proceedings regarding the Town Hall and the 
progress made towards completing and appropriating that buildings 
and stated at the same time tliat any wish that the Honourable 
Judges may be pleased to express upon the subject to Government 
will accompany this despatch to England. We beg accordingly to 
bring our proceedings to the notice of your Honourable Court and to- 
inform you that the building is in a considerable state of forwardness 
and it may be occupied entirely as your Honourable Court may 
approve. For the purpose of aiding your Honourable Courtis decision we 
proceed to lay before you our ideas as to the plan which appears to us 
the most eligible for your Honourable Court to adopt. In the first place 
we would on no account recommend that the Supreme Court should be 
aceoramodated in this building. Such an arrangement would ultimately 
defeat the intention which we would wish to fulfill of allotting pmrfr 
of it to ilae public purposes intended. On reconsideration objections 
also occur to its being converted to a Government House. These are 
that it is not likely to supersede as the usual dwelling of the Govemox" 
the excellent house at Panel and the MarinO Vilfe at Malabar Point. 
Sothat for the few occasional purposes for which this magiaificent mansion 
could be wanted it would be incurring a great and unnecessary expense to 
furnish it and to build the offices '^ich would be i*equired. This^ it is 
true, might be met by the sale or appropriation to public purposes of the 
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present town Government House (tbe Old Secretariat)* ^ Even under this 
arrangement the same objection exists towards its^ being converted to 
a residence for the Governor as to a part being given to the Supreme 
Court. Though a wing of this building might answer for the limited 
objects of holding councils, levees, and occasional entertainments, the 
residence of the Governor could not well be under the same roof as 
the rooms appropriated for public meetings, library, museum, and other 
purposes connected with the convenience and advantage of the public 
of this large and increasing settlement. On a full reconsideration 
of the whole of this subject we should recommend to your Honourable 
Court to give us a latitude to appropriate this building when completed 
to the following general purposes : A Town Hall for the meetings 
of the inhabitants ; An exchange for the commercial part of tlie 
community particularly the natives ; A room for the meeting of the 
Literary Society with other rooms for its extensive library andits museum. 
The centre rooms and one wing will be quite suflScient for the above 
purposes. All of which we deem of consequence both in attention to 
the convenience of the Society and the facility and encouragement 
that will be afforded to the General and Commercial interests of this 
Presidency. The remaining wing of the Town Hall can either be 
appropriated as a Council room^and offices for the Governor who can 
have the use of the central apartments for occasional levees and public 
entertainments, or be fitted as public offices, or be assigned in part or 
in whole for the uses stated in the letter under date the 4th December 
1827 from the Committee of the Native Education Society to the 
Secretary^ in the Territorial Department. The important objects of 
this Society have already met and will continue to meet with 
the liberal aid and encouragement of your Honourable Court 
and perhaps no measure could tend more to promote these than an 
arrangement which must give such an impression of your deeidedl 
favour and support as a grant of accommodation in part of the Town 
Hall. There is no doubt, as stated in the letter alluded to, that the 
present buildings are too small for ite growing establishments. That 
they are inconveniently situated and that much precious time might 
be saved by their being concentrated on one spot. And were tibe 
building allotted them Ihe property of Government and on a scale cal- 
culated to meet not only their present but future want of accommoda- 
tion, a large and indefinite expense of house-rent would be saved. The 
upper rooms of a wing of the Town Hall if appropriated for this 
purpose would not only be sufficient for lecture-rooms offices and 
library but would afford rooms for models and drawings in architecture 
mechanics calculated to stimulate and promote a spirit of useful 
imptovement, while the lithc^raphic and other establishments might be 
in fie ground floor. It wiH not escape the attention of your Honour- 
able Court both with reference to this Society and to the accommoda- 
tion which you have ^^otioned to be given to the Literary Society of 
Bomimy, whose library and m^eum have recmitly much increased, that 
such institutions receive an incalculable aid from theix* labours and 
results being so placed as to be constantly under geneml observation. 
This publicity gives a fame which is encouraging to those who are de- 
voted to such objects, while it either entices men who would otherwise 
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have been indifferent into the path of Htemtnre and science or leads 
them by contributions to associate their names with such pursuits. It 
is chiefly on this ground that we shall be gratified to find that you 
deem the expectations indulged by the Literary Society and Native 
Society of Education of having accommodations in the Town Hall 
deserving of your attention.^ 

In reply on the 25th March 1829 the Court write : Our object in 
authorising the completion of the Town Hall was to effect a reduction 
of the expense incurred either on account of the Supreme Court or of 
office rent and that object will not be attained unless the Town Hall 
be appropriated to the purposes originally contemplated. We therefore 
cannot consent to abandon the original intention in respect of the 
application of these premises more especially as the expiration of the 
lease of Hornby^s House affords an opportunity of relieving us from 
the rental of a Conxt House. Further, as it appears that the new 
building is much larger than is necessary for the sole accommodation of 
the Supreme Court the remainder may be converted into public offices 
and thereby a further saving effected of the rental now paid by Gov- 
ernment on that account. It appears, however, that notwithstanding 
our prohibition you have sanctioned an outlay of Es. 2,58^712 and 
propose a further disbursement of Es. 62,687. We strongly dis- 
approve of the proceeding not only as involving a large and in our 
opinion unnecessary expenditure of public money but also as having 
been adopted and persevered in contrary to our positive orders and we 
must decline incurring any expense in this country on account of the 
Town Hall except for the east-iron pillars which the Civil Engineer in 
charge of the building has pronounced to be necessary as well for its 
safety as durability.® 

On the 20th January 1830 Government explain : As your Honour- 
able Courtis objection to deviate from the plans originally proposed for 
the appropriation of the Town Hall rests on the ground that there will 
be no reduction of expense by the adoption of the measure suggested by 
us, we beg to refer the Honourable Court to our proceedings of the 25th 
of February 1829, 18th March 1829, 1st April, 15th April, and 27th 
May which have already been transmitted to your Honouiuble Court. 
Prom these proceedings you will observe that by the removal of the 
Secretary's office into the town Government House we have effected a 
saving of office rent to the amount of Es. 1757 a month less the sum 
of Es. 300 a month allowed to the Chief Secretary in lieu of the 
pubhc quarters before assigned for his r^idence and now converted into 
public offices. This sum of Bs. 1757 is the rent of the undermentioned 
offices which have been put into the Secretary's residence : 

Dispensary 

Medical Storekeeper ... 

Adjutant General 4 .. 

Quarter Master General 

' 3tfilitarif Board 
’ C^injidsigsary .) « 

. V , , ' » Geneiral Dek Defters to the OotiA Tdl. 48 of 182S, 6 - 15. 

* Pub. Dep. Letters from the Court IT oL 32 of 1829, 213 • 219, 


Es. 
92 
2S0 
’ 275 
160 
250 
200 


First Assistant General 
Brigade Major King^s Troops * 
Medical Board 

Total ... 


Ks. 
300 
,* 80 
.. 150 

1757 
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It is also proposed to remove the Persian Secretary's office into the 
Government House which will occasion a further monthly saving’ of 
Es. 225. In the meantime the room proposed to be allotted for the 
Persian Secretary's office has been appropriated for the office of 
Secretary to the General Prize Committee. The oiit-houses of Govern- 
ment House which are unoccupied by any of the Departments of the 
Secretary’s office have been ordered to be made over to the Commissary 
General to be appropriated as godowns for receiving goods and stores 
to which they may at a small expense^ be made applicable. We 
authorized the renewal of the lease of * Hornby^s Ilonse on the 
12th December 1828. But for want of the necessary power from 
Mr. Hornby to enable Messrs. Eemington Crawford & Co. to do so the 
lease has not yet been executed.^ 

In reply on the 9th March 1 831 the Court write : As our objection 
to deviate from the plan originally proposed for the appropriation of 
the Town Hall rests on the ground that there will be no reduction of 
expense by the adoption of the measure suggested yon refer us 
to* proceedings of your Government from which you say we shall 
observe that ^ by the removal of the Secretary’s office into the 
Government House you have effected a saving of the office rent to 
the amount of Rs. 1757 a month minus the sum allowed to the Chief 
Secretary in lieu of the public quarters before assigned him/ which 
sum, we remark, you have without any reasons given fixed at 
Es. 300 a month instead of the Es. 20o recommended hy the Building 
Committee. 

It appears to have escaped your recollection that these savings liave 
been brought to account already for a different purpose, namely to be 
set against the expenses incurred for the erection of a house for the 
Governor at Malabar Point and the purchase of another at Ddpuri. 
What enabled you to convert the Government House into public offices 
was not the completion of the Town Hall, but the arrangements made 
for providing the Governor with two residences elsewhere. We certainly 
did not anticipate that the very same savings which we had deemed 
insufficient to compensate for , our expense, would have been a second 
time presented to ns as the beneficial fruits of another, saving. It is 
obvious that what was saved by building a new Government House 
is not saved over again by completing the Town Hall. 

We perceive that you reserve no part of the Town Hall for Government 
purposes, except a Council Chamber, an office for theCommander-in-Chief 
and his Military Secretary, and one for the lithographic establishment 
with some further space for depositing old records. It is therefore 
almost superfluous to observe that the expenses which would otherwise 
have been incurred on these accounts are the only charges which are 
saved by the toangement. The office rent of the lithographic establish- 
ment was Es. 125 ; that of tbe,Commander-in-Chief’s office was Es. 300 
which last charge it seems you cannot get rid of during Mrs. Keating^’s 
life ; that of the Military Secretary to the Commander-in-Chief was 


^ Pub, Dep. Letters to the Court Yol. 49 of 1829-30. 
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Rs. 70. The room in the Government House which yon have previously 
intended to retain as a Council Room is now to be aj)propriated to the 
Medical Board and Dispensary, by which you wnll save Rs. 150 and 92. 
Altogether these sums amount to Es. 737 a month. Whether any and 
what diminution of expense may have been effected by depositing the 
old Government records in the Town Hall we have not the means of 
ascertaining. But after all the total of these savings (which is all that 
we shall have to set against the expense of completing the Town Hall) 
will fall far short of Es. 1457, the sum mentioned by you. Having 
thus stripped the question of all which tended to obscure it, we are now 
compelled to declare that a more unjustifiable waste of public money 
in a period of financial difficulty and a more flagrant violation of our 
positive orders has very rarely been brought to our notice. We 
sanctioned the completion of ihe Town Hall on principles of economy 
only, being assured by your Government that it would cost only 
Es, l,98,b46, and that its appropriation to the use of the Supremo 
Court would occasion a saving of Es. 14,624 a year. Subsequently 
to this you sanctioned an estimate of Rs. 2,58,712 independently of 
Rs. 30,000, the estimated expense of the cast-iron pillars for which you 
indented and which we accordingly supplied. An additional estimate 
of Rs. 1,27,452 has recently been submitted. Supposing this last 
estimate not to be exceeded the expense of the work will amount 
altogether to Rs. 4,16,164. In the meantime you have precluded 
yourselves from converting the building to the purpose which economy 
suggested, having renewed the lease of the present Court House and 
made arrangements for erecting additional offices to it. And tliis new 
lease, we must observe, was executed long after you had received 
our letter of the 25th March 1 829, in which you were positively 
directed to appropriate the Town Hall to the purposes originally 
contemplated. 

^ The monthly sum of Rs. 737 saved in office rent, is therefore the 
only pecuniary equivalent which we shall receive for the outia}^ of the 
enormous sum of Rs. 4,16,164. The interest, of this outlay at 6 per 
cent is Rs. 24,969 a year or Rs. 2081 a month, so that instead of 
saving Rs. 1457 we shall lose on the lowest estimate Es. 1344 
monthly by this most culpable act of prodigality and improvidence. 
A review of the whole transaction and of the reckless and lavish 
expenditure of the public resources which has characterised your 
proceedings in every stage of it amidst continual ostentatious professions 
of regard for economy leaves us much reason to regret that we did not 
in the first instance reject the recommendation respecting the Town 
Ball as we did a similar one from Madras, where the purpose in view 
has since been attained at a comparatively trifling expense. We also 
deeply lament that the present is too late a stage to stop the prosecu- 
tion of this most costly undertaking, the charges for which we foresee 
are yet far from being exhausted, while the object which was held 
put to us as our inducement to incurring them has not been attained. 
When the arrangements are completed, we direct that a statement 
be made out and transmitted to us of the total expense hxmxred on 
account of the Town Hall and the, Governor's change of residence 
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and of the saving of office rent actually effected, not omitting the 
losses sustained by Government on the various leases which have been 
given up.’- 

On the 4th January 1832 Government explain t 

From a revie-w of the proceedings of this Government it 
would appear that the sum sanctioned for the completion 
of the Town Hail oo the 5th May 1828 amounted to ... 2)58,712 
In addition to the cast-iron columns indented for from 
England estimated at ... ... ... 30,000 

Further sum sanctioned by Government on the 21st July 
1829 ... ... ... ... ... 1,27,453 

Further amount sanctioned on the 1 1th December 1830... 75,257 


4,91,422 

Deduct— Amomii saved by an alteration sanctioned in 
the railing surrounding the Town Hall ... 9413 


4,82,009 

Amount sanctioned on the 23rd October and 1 1th Nov- 
ember 1830 for fitting up the northern rooms of the 
Town Hall for the reception of the library and museum 
of tbe Literary Society ... ... 36,553 

Additional sum sanctioned on the 9th December 1830 for 
four wooden railings to the four rooms and an iron one 
to the staircase gallery appropriated to the Literary 
Society ... ... ... ... ... 2460 


6,21,012 

Amount saved by further alteration sanctioned in 
the railing surrounding the Town Ball ... 11,689 


Total ... 5,09,323 

It was at one time resolved to remove the undermentioned ofiSces 
into the Town Hall calculated to produce a monthly saving of ofEce 
rent of Rs. 2175 and to make over to the warehousekeeper the space 
in the lower part of tbe Town Hall for cotton and opium : 


Accountant General 


Eb. 

... 400 

General Paymaster 


' 125 

Persian Secretary to Government ... 

... 

... 225 

Clerk of the Court of Bequests 


... 150 

Post Master General 4 ., 


... 175 

Oommander-in-Ohief 


... 300 

Military Auditor General .•« 


... 200 

Military Paymaster 

, , ,,, ' " 

... 400 

Town Major ... 


... 120 

Barrack Master 

... 

80 



2175 


It has also since been resolved that the Civil Auditor's office, which 
was in the same building as the Accountant General's, should be 
accommodated in the Town Hall, and if the rooms in that building 
were not sufficiently large for the whole of the offices proposed to be 
removed there, the vacant space in the old Secretary's office should be 


* Pub. Dep. Courl's Letter* Vol. 34 of 1831. 
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rendered available to make up for tbe deficiency. The offices of the 
Military Auditor General and Persian Secretary to Government were 
accordingly removed into it as soon as the rooms assigned for them 
were completed. As the other arrangements did not take place we 
found it necessary to appoint a new Committee for the distribution of 
buildings for public offices and have sanctioned a different arrange- 
ment connected with the accommodation of the several public offices. 
The result isv ' * ■ 


(a) Town Hall 
Upper and Ground hloor : 

Military Auditor General 
Superiritendefit of Stamps 
General and Marine Pay Office 
Clerk to His Majesty’s Justices 
Ditto to tke Petty Sessions 
Persian Secretary’s Office 
Medical Board 
Command er-iii-Chief ... 

Sheriff’s Office, difference between the rent of his late 
office and that of the Clerk of the Petty Sessions into 
which it had been removed 

Accountant General’s Office, difference between the rent of 
his present office and that of the Connnander-iii-Chief 
into which it is proposed to remove it 
Old Secretary’s Office : 

Dispensary ••• ... 

Adjutant- General 
Quarter Master General 

Auditor and Accountant of Military Store Accounts 
Commissary General ... ... 

First Assistant ditto ... ... ... .6. 

Military Pay Office 

Office rent to the Brigade- Major discontinued 
(c) Rent saved by the removal of the Medical Stores into a 
room in the Warehouse Department 

House rent to the Chief Secretary to Government, 
who could not provide himself with a suitable house in 
the Fort for a less sum than 


ih) 


Eeiit Saved. 
Es., 

200 
85 
125 
100 
loo 
225 
i 50 
300 


50 


100 « 1435 


92 
275 
150 
250 
200 
300 
400 
80 = 


1747 


260 - 200 


3442 
300- 300 


3142 

The records of Government have been ord.ered to be removed into a 
range of lower-iwmed buildings in the compound of the present Secre- 
tary's Office, and the General record room into the room lately occupied 
by the Adjutant-GeneraFs press or to the lower part of the Town Hall, 
The office of Civil Auditor lias been removed into the new Mint. 
Besides the public offices accommodated in the Town Hall we have 
reserved three rooms for the purpose of holding councils darbdrs and 
other public business, have set apart two rooms for the Literary Society 
and two rooms for the Elphinstone Professoi'ship, and have assigned the 
principal apartment above stairs for public meetings. We expect that 
the Town Hall will be completed by the month of May next, and that 
no further expense will be neeessaiy on that account. 

We have the honour to submit the following statement, of the 
expenses incurred on account of the Govemor^s cliange of residence ; 

B 1006-81 
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Actual expense incurred in improving the buildings 
at Malabar Point ... 

Amount paid for the purchase of Colonel Ford’s 
estate at Dipuri ^ ... ... 

Amount sanctioned for the improvement of the 
buildings at Dapuri on the 28tli June 1828, 
which exceeded the amount originally contem- 
plated (Es. 30,000) 

Supplementary estimate sanctioned on 13th Octo- 
ber 1828 for those improvements ... 

Amount sanctioned for improvements and alter- 
ations of the Parel House^ vrhich our. Bight 
Honourable President on his arrival to Bombay 
deemed absolutely necessary in conset^uence of 
the Government House in the Port being given 
up for public offices and the Parel House being 
out of repairs ... 

Ditto ditto at D4puri ... ... 


Es. q. r. 

00,298 0 40 

10,000 0 0 

35,870 3 2 
8925 2 78 


30,181 1 46 
15,682 3.25 

1,60,958 2 91 


The following is the result of the measures adopted by Government : 


The total cost of the Town Hall ... 5,09,323 1 20 

Ditto of the change of the Governor’s residence... 1,60,958 2 91 


6,70,282 011 

The interest of which at 6 per cent a year would rs, 
yield about ... ... ... 38,218 

While the amount of office rent saved amounts to 
Es. 3142 per month or per annum 37,704 


Loss ... 514 

This shows a loss of only Es. 514 a year. Since the preceding 
paragraphs were written we have received a report from the Superinten- 
dent Engineer of the completion of the Town Hall with the exception 
of the principal room on the upper floor which he conBdently expects to 
finish by the month of May.^ 

Eegarding the completion of the Town Hall the Engineer in charge 
Lieut.-Colonel Dickinson writes to Government on 15th August 
1833, through the Chief Engineer : The Town Hall has been long 
since completed with the exception of the inscription slabs for which 
the necessary recesses are left at each extremity of the front portico. 
By the annexed statement you will perceive there is a balance out of 
the sanctioned funds for the completion of this edifice in favour of 
Government of Es. 12,967 in addition to the saving of Ks. 22,185-3-48 
effected by the substitution of a less expensive railing and gatew^ays 
as recommended in my letter of the 13th January 1831 and sanc- 
tioned under date the 28th of that month. It may be proper to add 
that the cost of the Town Hall as incurred by Government has been 
Es. 4,69,980-0-90. The details are : 

Cost incurred by GovemmeDt ... ...4,69,930 0 90 

Add as per invoice the cost of 16 cast-iron columns. 13,539 0 69 
Add also what had been expended on the Town 
Hall before it was made over to Government ... 1,73,200 1 98 

Total cost of Town Hall ... 6,56,66*9 3 57 


^ Pub. Dep. letters to the Court VoL 51 of 1832, 76 - 88. 
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In reply the Secretary to Governmeiit writes % I am directed by the 
Honourable the GrOTemor in Council to inf orm you that Cioveimment 
is highly satisfied with the admirable manner in which the Town Hall 
has been designed and executed by the Engineering Department.^ 

The following inscription is carved on a slab at the south end of 
the front portico of the Town HalP : 

TSJ5 TOWN BALL 
APTEB THE mSION OF 
COLONEL TBO^TAS COWFEB 
COMMENCEJ} mi, COMPLETED A.I>^iS3S> 

ABCHITECTS 

mLONEL COWPMR, CAPTAIN C^ WADDINOTON 
BOMBAY ENGINEERS, 


^ General Bep, YoL 292 of 1833. ^ c^eneral Dep. Yol. a69 of 1836. 
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Section Il.-Names and Objects. 

Bombay. — By the seventeenth century English the origin of the 
name Bombay was believed to be Buon Bahia, the Portuguese for Good 
Bay* This meaning-making appears in 1673 in Flyer's ' eoirvincing 
denomination Bombaim quasi Boon Bay^j^ in 1690 in Ovington's 
' originally called Boon Bay or Good Bay in the Portuguese ' ; ^ and in 
1750 in Grose^s 'Buon-Bahia now commonly Bombaim/ ^ 

The joke is older than the seventeenth century. Dom Joao de 
Castro, writing in 1538, says the island is called Boa Vida or Good 
Living, because in 1528 Hector da Silveira's fleet had great refresh- 
ment and enjoyment in its beautiful groves, game, and abundance of 
meat and rice/ This Boa Vida like the later Boa Bahia is a meaning- 
making of the earlier Musalmdn and Hindu Manbai or Mumbai, in 
1430, according to the Gujarat histories,® a Hindu chief held the islands 
of M^bim, Manbai, and T'hana, In the sixteenth century, under the 
dates A.D. 1507, 1571, 1578, and 1583 the Mirat-i-Ahmadi mentions 
Manbai or Mambe.® Among European writers who mention Bombay, 
Correa's^ Bombaim in 1508 and Barbosa's® Thdna-Mayambu in 1516 
are perhaps the earliest. Other Portuguese references to Mombaym, 
Bombain, and Bombayim occur in 1525, 1538, 1543, 1552, 1554, 
and 1563/ In 1583 Balti writes Bombaim and Bombain is 
the form used by the Dutch traveller Baldseus in 1666.^^ In 1666 
Thevenot has Bombaim a good harbour.-^^ And in 1676 Taverniei* 
speaks of the famous port of Bombeye.^® Though the form Bombaim 
continued in use till the eighteenth century, the present spelling 
Bombay or Bombai occurs in 1538 in Dom Joao de Castro's 
Primeiro Eoteiro (page 81) ; Bumbay is used by John Vian in 1626; 
Bombay adorns a rupee struck by the English in 1667 and though 
Fryer has Bombaim in the body of his book, the form Bombay heads 
his map of 1672.^® 

A derivation which in meaning comes close to Boon Bay is that 
Bombay is Mulrirak, the Lucky, so called because it was the first land 
sighted by sailors from Arabia and the Persian Gulf to Sopdra Chaul 
and Thdna. A passage in Frazer's Khorasan (page 29) suggests this 
origin as it notes that the first land sighted in entering the Persian 
Gulf is known to the sailors as Bombarak the Lucky. At the same 
time, as no known evidence supports the analogy, it may be accepted 
that Colonel Yule is right in adopting Mumba as the original form of 


^ Ovington’s Voyage, 129* 

De Castro’s Primeiro Hoteiro, 81. 


^ Fryer’s Travels, 62. 

^ Grose’s Voyage, I. 29. 

5RfsM^la,II. $50. 

^ Bird’s Gwar4t,110, 129, 134, S14 ; Bayley’s Giijardt, 18, 21, 116 2] 8 
^ Correa^s toidas, I. 926. ^ Stanley’s Barbosa, 68. ^ ^ 

® Yule’s Glossary, 77, 766. Purclias’ Pilgrimage, 615. 

“ ClmrcliilPs Voyages, III. 6^10* ^2 Tbeveiiot’s Voyages, V. HH 

Tavernier’s Voyages, Ed, 1678. Fart II. page 6. 

Birdwood’s Record Report, 214. Yule’s Glossary, ,586 
Travels, 61. 
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the Musalman Manbai. It may further be accepted that the name 
Mumba comes from the shrine of Alomba Devi, which is known to 
have stood near the Phisi Talao or Gallows Pond, a site now included 
in the enclosuie of the Victoria Station, till, about 1760, with other 
buildings, the shrine was removed to complete the Esplanade.-^ In 
its present site at the souih-west corner of the great Mumbadevi tank, as 
nearly as may be in the heart of the city of Bombay, the small shrine 
of Mumbddevi enjoys a more general reverence than perhaps any other 
place of worship on the island. In 1S09 Mrs. Graham, though under 
some mistake in describing it as the largest pagoda in Bombay unless 
she included the whole group of temples and the tank, is right in 
stating that by her image and attributes Mumbadevi seems to be 
P^rvati, the wdfe of Siva. Momba is doubtless a corruption of Maha 
Amma, the Great Mother, the local manifestation of the universal 
influence of the great goddess Parvati. Mahamadevi seems to be the 
Surat goddess with the head of a deformed woman whom in 1660 
Tavernier (BalFs Edition, 11.198) names Mama-niva and to be the 
Mahamaai of N^garkot or Jalandhar described in the Ain-i-Akbari 
(1583. 11, 109) as the wife or power of Mahddev. As regards the 
Bonabay Mumbadevi the form Mahamma explains the curious name 
Mahomed Davey'^s Tank applied in the Principal Engineeris report of 
1777 to a tank close to the former Mumbadevi shrine to the north-west 
of Port George.® To the common people of K^thiaw^r and Cutch 
Bombay is still Momai, and to the Sanskrit-knowing* Maha M%a 
the Great Glamour. 

If Maha Amma was the original name to what is the local corruption 
Momba due ? One explanation is an association with the word Mumb 
or water-pot, the jar so much used as a guardian-dwelling in Hindu 
temple and house rites.® That Mumb is the original form of the name 
Mumbe finds support in the jingling assonance Trumb, the apparent 
root of the name of the neighbouring island Trombay. Still the 
absence of any reference to the water-pot either in the legends or in 
the temple or image ornaments, and the fact that the universal Dasara 
(September- October) brass pot inaugm'ation in MumbddevFs Temple 
is known as Qhat not as Mumba-sthdparia take almost ail probability 
from this suggestion. 


^ Compare Murphy 1844 {Trans. Bom. Geog. Soc. I. 130) Mumhddevi^s temple was 
moved to its present site about eighty years ago. 

^ Bombay Town Materials, II, 403. 

^Compare in Madras Siva’s title Kumbhesvaram Lord of the Water Pot. Wilson 
(Works, III. 188) says the jar is a common but curious substitute for a goddess. 
.Forbes (lUs M^la, I, 300) says the founder of a village sets up a water vessel as an 
emblem of the family goddess. To call a jar a substitute for or an emblem of a 
goddess is rather to miss the religions sense of the sanctity of ^ the jar. The jar 
38 properly the home of the goddess or influence, a dwelling, abiding in which, the 
wandering flend settles into the kindly guardian. All through Hindu ritual and 
Hindu architecture the jar or pot is the spirit-home. The saying of Jekil-ud-din 
Rumi (a.b. 1262), the mystic nightingale of meditation, our souls are housed in vessels 
of clay, illustrates the idea of the jar as a spirit-homo. In his Diwan or Collection 
J^imi (A. I). 1480), the rival of Saadi (a.d,1260), goes further blending in mystic union 
the guest and the guest-hoxtse. The God-Man, the wine and the wine-jar, himself the 
clay, himself the jar or body, himself the wine or soul iii the jar, himself the maker of 
the jaj’, himself the breaker of the jar, the spiller of the ’wine, the spiller of the soul 
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As Amma becomes Amba, Maba Amma may become M Amba. 
Furtlieras Amma becomes IJma (Muir^s Sanskrit Texts^ IV. 403); and 
is equivalent to tbe Dravidian Umman^ Mumba may simply be Maha 
TJmba the Great Mother. An important incident in the history of the 
island favours another origin of the local form Momba. Early in the 
fourteenth century^ apparently either in A.i), 1317 or 1318/ in the gleam 
of vigour which brightened the first year of his reign, the emperor 
MubArak Shah, otherwise known as Sultdn Kutb-ud-din (a.d. 1317 - 
1320), spread his power from Daulatabad in the Dakhan to the 
coast and overran S^lsette and Bombay.^ The local traditions that 
Mubarak Shah or his captains destroyed temples and persecuted Hindus 
in Bombay are borne out by the accounts of the Franciscan monks 
Jordanus and Oderic who were in Thana about A.n. 1 320, and who describe 
how the country had lately passed under the Saracens who had destroy- 
ed an infinite number of temples.^ So grievously did the Bombay 
Hindus suffer that the name Mubarak Sh^h still lives in local tradition 
as Mumbarakshas, the demon Mumba.^ The fact that the pun has been 
preserved in Bombay tradition, eoupled with the well-known practice 
of gods and goddesses taking as a title the name of a conquered demon, 
seems a natural explanation why the local Maha- Amma was turned 
into Mumba.^ The sudden slackening of Mub&ak'^s hold over Bombay, 
perhaps news of the mad passion cruelty and lust, which, according 
to Ferishta, during his two remaining years, made Mubtlrak^’s name and 
reign too infamous for history/ would, to the Brdhmans of Bombay, 
seem possession by the avenging fury of the local Mother whom he 
had dishonoured/ This suggestion may seem fanciful. It receives 
confirmation from the following passage from the Mahdtmya or praise 
of the Bombay temple Wdlkeshvar quoted in Mr. Murphy ^s article on 
Early Bombay in the Bombay Geographical Society's Transactions of 
1844 (Vol. I. page 130): ^The temple (of Mumbddevi) was built 
shortly after the Hindus of Bombay had suffered in their religion from 
the tyranny of Mubarak Sh4h.*^ This statement seems to imply 
some sudden cessation of Mubdrak^s interference with Bombay which 
the Hindus attributed to the guardian influence of the local Mother, and, 
in honour of the result, gave her as a title the name of the defeated foe 
Mubarak Shdh, the demon Mumbd,r^kshas, The tradition that the name 


^ The exact year is disputed! See Elliott’s History, III. 211 and 561. 

^ The Musalmdn historians are vague. According to the Tdrikh-i-Firoz Shdhi 
(Elliot’s Mnsalmdns, III, 210, 214-215) in 1318 all the Mar4tlias were brought into sub- 
jection. Feudatories rulers and revenue collectors were appointed over the territories 
of the Mardthafs. Ferishta (Briggs, I. 389) has no special mention of the Konkan con- 
quests. 

8 Jordanus Mirabilia, 23. 4 Manltbi History of Bombay, 30-34. 

® Of the practice of Guardians adopting as a title the name of some conquered fiend 
examples may be cited in Mahishdsuri that is Devi the destroyer of the Asur or fiend 
Mahish, and in Tripureshvar that is Siva who slew the fiend ’Tripura. The idea is a 
root idea. The spirit of the slain passes into the slayer : the spirit of the victim passes 
into the god to whom the victim is sacrificed. 

® Briggs’ Ferishta, I. 389-393 ; Elliot's Musalmdn Historians, III, 216-217. 

^ Compare Tdrikh-i-Firoz Shdhi (Elliot, HI. 217), * The violent vindictive spirit which 
possessed him led Mubdrak Sh4h to kill Tagar [Tughral (?)] KhAn who had committed no 
offenee.’ 
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Momba is taken from^ sonie demon conquered by tlie local Mother bas 
also been elaborated into a local Sanskrit Purdn ol UBcertain date. 
The Purdn tells how the demon Mumb^raba by faultless devotion 
won froni Brahma the boon that no man demon or god should over- 
power him. Armed with the certainty of victory Muniba wasted 
mankind. His ’victims prayed to Vishnu. And the guardian, calling 
to his aid Siva and Brahma, from their xmited splendour j>rodueed a 
smiling eight-armed goddess. At the request of her three creators 
the Divine Energy sprang forth. For seven days she fought the 
demon Mumba. On the eighth she hurled him from his ear. Before 
slaying him Devi asked Mumba to name a boon. Goddess, he answer- 
ed, be pleased to take my name Mumba. The goddess agreed, and the 
demon worshipped, blessed her, and died. This legend is quoted at 
pages 30 to 34 of the useful Marathi work Bombay Past and Present. 
The author, Mr. Govind Narayan, adds : ‘ This demon was perhaps 
Mubarak I. a hater of the Hindu religion, who, after himself, may have 
called the chief place on the island Mumb^pur or Mubarakpur.*’ No 
known evidence supports the suggestion that Mubflrak called Bombay 
after himself. But if, as quoted by Mr. Murphy, the temple to 
Mumbadevi was built soon after Mub^raFs army retired from 
persecuting Bombay, the fact that the goddess^ title is the name of the 
Hindu-hating emperor Mubarak Shdh is well nigh established. 

Oddly Bombay is connected with a Momba older than Mubarak 
Shah. The author of the Periplus of the Erythrean Sea (a.d. 247 ; 
McCrindle, 113) describes the land to the south of Indo-Skythia (that 
is of Sindh and Kaceh) and the whole of India as the territory of king 
Mombaros, a name and description which suggest the king of the 
island Mumba and of the neighbouring mainland.^ Still the absence 
of reference to Mumba either in local cave inscriptions (b.C. 100-a.I>. 
300) or in Silahara grants (a.d. 8601 - 260) makes the connection 
between Mombaros and Mumbe improbable. Further at the time of 
the Periplus (a.d. 247) the North Konkan and West Dakhan were 
under the great Sinha or S^lha dynasty of Jun^gadh in Kathidwdr. 
It is therefore probable that Mombaros is a corrupt reading for 
Mahakshatrapa the title of the leading princes of that dynasty. 

The result seems to be that Mumbe is a special form of Maha Amma 
the Great Mother, and that the special form was designed to glorify 
the local guardian by embedding in her name a trace of the defeated 
MtibaraksMh the most fatal foe of Bombay Hinduism. 

The following description of the Town and Island of Bombay is 
reprinted from the General Administration Eeport for 1892-93 : 

From the south-west shore of Sd,lsette, beyond the shallow half-mile 
of the M^him creek, the island of Bombay stretches south a belt about 
three miles broad and eleven miles long. The island of Bombay is 
formed by two broken ridges lying roughly parallel north-east and 
south-west, the western of basalt the eastern of green stone, at the 


. ^ To name the king from Hs capital is a commoA practice among Greek writers on 
India. Compare Taxiles king of Taxila in the ranjAb and Palibothras king of 
jPatalibothra or Patna. Hamilton's Strabo, III. 91 note 2. 
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liigliest about 285 £eot above mean sea level. Through breaks in the 
two ridges the low flat between them was formerly flooded at high tide, 
leaving, as is shown in the accompanying copy of Mr. Murphy's map, the 
seven islands of Mahim Varli and Sion on the north, of Mazgaon and 
Bombay in the centre, and of Old Woman’s island and Colaba in the 
south. During the last two hundred years the constant filling of small 
hollows, occasional large reclamations, and the building of the great 
Hornby (a.d. 1680 - 1780) and several smaller sea ramparts or vellardB 
have turned the seven islands into one solid belt of land flanked by the 
two broken ridges, which, in the south, separated about three miles b}^' 
the reef -guarded waters of Back Bay, end the one in Malabar Pohit 
and the other in Colaba. Beyond CoMba the lines of the two ridges 
intersecting below high-water level form the dangerous reefs which are 
marked by the Prongs' Lighthouse. To the north-east and north 
the fishing villages and the rice and salt lands of Shivri M4tnnga and 
Sion, to the north and north-west the palm groves of M4him, to the 
west the Varli-Malabar ridge of high land given up to the scattered 
residences of the rich, and, in the extreme south, the point of Colaba 
set apart for the military, fringe and narrow the area of the city. 
Except in the north where the flat land is waste or is used for 
factories, and the Esplanade and great public buildings of the west, the 
city area, both in the fort and in the native town further to the 
north, is so packed with huge many-storied warrens that it contains 
four-fifths of the 820,000 people of the island. Apart from the total 
of Rs. 4,47,000 which its trade supplies to the Port Trust, the island 
yields a general revenue of about Rs. 75,90,000 and a Municipal 
revenue of Es. 66,00,000, 'that is, a rough total revenue of about 
Es. 1,46,37,000. 

The liigh flat ledge to the east of the reservoir plateau on Bhanddr- 
wada hill commands one of the completest and most central views of 
Bombay and its surroundings. To the north a sprinkling of trees and 
patches of green garden and orchard freshen the foreground of brown 
roofs and yellow house fronts. Across the muddy Tank Bandar fore- 
shore and the coal heaps of Frere Bandar stand the quarried face of 
Brae hill, and the Jubilee, Indo-Chinese, and National Mills clustered 
at ihe foot of the woody slopes of Golangi or Flagstaff hill To the 
right the bare sides of Eqwli and Antop rise behind the fishing 
village and rock-fort of'Siwri. In the distance behind Siwri lull looms 
the dim tableland of Tungdr (2250). Closer at hand stretching east 
are the woody slopes and waving outline of S4lsette (1540), its central 
hills gathering in three main points above Vehar Tulsi and Yeur. 
Further east, across the north bay and mud fiat of the harbour, behind 
the green swamps and gray salt lands of Mdhul or north-west 
Trombay, rise the knolls of the Parshik lulls, and, over them, thirty 
miles inland, seen only in the clearest air, the lofty deep -cleft crest 
of M^hnli (2815) the guardian of T^sa Lake. At the east foot of 
BhandArwdda hill the half-mile belt that stretches eastwards to the 
harbour, with a fair sea/ttering of plantains, cocoa-palms, tamarinds, 
mangoes, and pipals is thick with brown-roofed yellow-faced dwellings, 
from which stand out the picturesque pale- gray west fronts of two 
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Portuguese churches, Notre Seuhora De Bozario at the hill-foot and 
Gloria a few hundred yards to the south-east. Fringing the foreshore 
are the Peninsular and Oriental dockyard, the M^zgaon landing-pier, 
and the British India dockyard. Further south, close to the hill-foot, 
are the network of sidings and the long lines of low gray sheds that 
form the Wadi Bandar terminiis. On the left, out from acres of shed 
roofs, rises the Port Trust Clock Tower, and, between the tower and 
the harbour, are the rectangular pit of the Merewether dry dock and 
the broad basins of the Princess and Victoria wet docks, a tliicket of 
lofty masts. South, over the Wddi Bandar sheds and sidings, for 
more than two miles stretch in strange close-packed confusion piles of 
many storied dwellings, their white and yellow ends and fronts crown- 
ed with peaked gables and brown-tiled hummocky roofs topped here 
and there by a flat view- terrace. 

Beyond these miles of thick- packed dwellings, on the left, at the 
harbour side, stand the tower of the Port Trust Moody Bay offices and 
the Castle Flag Staff. To the right, from the rough sea of roofs, 
iises, Venice-like, a notable cluster of public buildings, the light pin- 
nacles of the Cathedral, the lofty crocket-ribbed dome of the Victoria 
Terminus, the peak-roofed finials of the Elphinstone College and Secre- 
tariat, the rounded summit and tiny side minarets of the huge Munici- 
pal buildings, the tall square shaft statued-dram and plumed pinnacle 
of the clock tower (280) overtopping a confusion of lofty roofs, 

the steep rail-tipped roof of the short High Court tower (180), and the 
turrets of the Public Works Secretariat, the Post, and the Telegraph 
offices. To the right of the R4j4b4i tower, out of the distant low green 
line of CoMba, rise the spire of the Memorial Church and the column of 
the Prongs Lighthouse (146). In the middle distance, to the right of 
the High Ooui-t, the high-pitched roof of the Police Court, the clock 
tower of the Crawford Market, the finial of the Gokaldds Hospital, and 
the lantern of St. Xavieris College show like islands in the sea of roofs 
and tree-tops. To the west, close at hand, are the reservoir filter-beds 
and gardens of the lower western top oi Bhandarwdda hill. 

Beyond Bhand^rwada hill to the south-west, behind the line 
of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, stretches the scarped 
cliff of Navroji hill (192), its top and western slopes thick with 
houses. Further west, from the broken mass of roofs that spread to 
the palms of Girgaon, stand out the wide enclosure and the lofty 
turrets and pinnacles of the Jamsedji and Motlibai Hospitals. Sti!l 
more to the right, among the brown roofs that lead to the factories 
of Tardeo and the foot of Cambria hill, rise the cupola of the 
Synagogue, the obelisk of Byculla Church, and the smooth slender 
twin spires of St.^Mary^s Cathedral. To the north-west between the 
Bhanddrwdda reservoir and the gray of the Flats, the crowd of brown 
roofs is hidden and broken by the gardens and mango^ orchards of 
Mazgaon, and adorned by the goldem-spiked gleaming white dome and 
minarets of His Highness Aga Kh^n^s Tomb, and the peak-roofed 
tower of the Technical Institute. Further to the right acmss the 
'middle' distance, as''|ar Ab the green belt"’df''"li.e_ MAhini palm -groves, 
stretch the Plats bristling with forty lofty chimney stalks and laden 
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with the mighty masses of the Leopold, David, Petit, Imperial, Sun, 
Jacob, New Sassoon, and other huge factories. 

Bound this great city, to the north-east east and south, stretch the 
broad waters of the harbour, according to the hour and the season 
blue golden tawny or steel gray, with its flocks of small white-winged 
harbour craft, and, at their moorings, lines and clusters of lading and 
discharging steamers, fleets of peak-prowed lofty-pooped seafaring 
baglds, dhingis, and Aoiids, and a sprinkling of stately square-rigged 
ships. Among the shipping opposite the Garnae Bairdar lies the bare 
rocky mound of Gross Island, and about two miles south ofl the Apollo 
Bandar the small flat circle of the Middle Ground Shoal. Across the 
harbour the north-east is filled by the long brown back of Trombay 
(1000), sloping south to the point of Pir Pdv. In the east rises the 
low greenery of Hog Island. In midwater lies the flat rocky line of 
Butcher's Island and behind it the woody hills of Elephanta (658), and 
to the south-east the separate sharp'Cut crests of Little (760) and of 
Great (980) Karanja. 

Inland, beyond the low broken line of the Parshik hills, the shivered 
cliffs and the flat-topped blnffs of the Tdvli-Mdtheran range fill the 
whole eastern view. In this range from north to south, beginning from 
tbe left or north end of the range, are the bastions of T^vli, the 
Cathedral Bocks of Bh&nMalang (2300), the smaller buttresses of Mhas- 
M6la, the pillar of NAvra-Ndvri, the castle crest of CMnderi, the low 
fortified head of Peb, the long walls of MdLtheran and Prabhal (2500), 
the broken pillars of Isalgada the Palse Funnel and of Kamila (1540) 
the Tme Funnel, and the comb of Minikgad (1800). In the extreme 
east, through breaks in the Mitheirin range, looms the dim line of the 
Sahyidris. Behind the comb of Manikgad to the left aie the gap of the 
Bor Ghat and the heights round Khandala and in the clearest air, the 
more distant forts of Visipnr (3560) and Lohogad (3416). To the 
right the knuckle tip of N4gphani or the Duke's Nose stands in front 
of the long plateau of Sikarpathir (3000) and the saw-toothed outline 
of J4mbhnlni, with, in clear air, more distant peaks perhaps Tung and 
,^ona in Bhor. South of Jdmbhubi the line of the Sahyddris rises 
in a group of noble hills of which Devgad, Morva, Visakar, Koarigad, 
Masagaon, and part of SAltir (3322) in south Poona are visible, and 
the rest of Sdlttir and Tel Baili also in south Poona and Bhorap in 
Bhor are hid by the slope of north Karanja. In the gap between the 
two Karanjas stands the wooded western top of Mira Dongar the Pen 
hill. Further south, between the west point of Great Karanja and the 
Bluff in north-east Ahlrig, the long hill-flanked valley of the Amha 
river or Nagothna creek winds twenty-six miles south into the heart 
of the Bhor hills. About ten miles south of the Alibdg Bluff, from a * 
sharp cliff overhanging the Amba creek, the main range of the AHbdg 
hills stretches west till, near the fortified top of S%argadh (1164), 
it is hid by the bwon-bearing slope of the Alibig Bluff. To the right 
the crest of the Bluff sweeps south and west rising to the sacred wooded 
head of Kankeshvar (1261), which falls westward to the sea and the 
&‘nt outlying circle of Eenery island. Behind the western spurs of 
Kankeshvar stands the bare block of the westeim S4gargadh range 


Material^.] 

AND ISLAND. 651 

centering in the point o£ Parhirr (lOoO). Fifteen miles souths over 
the low lines of the Alib% palms^ the land ends in the dim level 
crest of the Roha and Janj^ira hills. From the palm groves of Alibdg^ 
past the low line of Henery (Underi) and the rocky knoll of Kenery 
(Khdnderi), the sea spreads round the points and reefs of CoMba across 
the palm-fringed carve of Back Bay till it is hid by the woody bluff of 
Malabar Point which rises gently northwards to the house- and palmyra- 
erowned crest of the Malabdr (280) and Cambala(250) ridges. North- 
west, across the palm-dotted curve of the Great Vellard, spreads a second 
vision of open sail-brightened sea, hid for a time by the woody hillock 
of Love Grove and again o-pening on either side of the rock of Martand, 
till it is once more lost behind the bushy crest of' Varli (200), which, 
in a broken line, leads north;, till the circle is completed in tlie palm 
groves of Mdhim and the leafy gardens and rice lands of Parel and 
Mdtunga overtopped by the. casuarinas of Bandra hill and the long 
ridge of Pali. 

Breach Candy seems to- mean the beach at the mouth of the 
hollow or pass, that is the hollow between Kambdla ridge on the north 
and Malabiir ridge on the south. The use of breach for the wave- 
breaking or surf, the modern beach, is common among sixteenth and 
seventeenth century writers. Shakespeare (1585) (Twelfth Night, II. 1) 
writes ; For some hour before you took me from the breach of the 
sea was my sister drowned: Sir Edward Michelburne (1604) (Kerris 
Yoyages, VIII. 91 ) ; At Sumatra the sea went with so violent a 
breach on the shore that the people could not land: Finch (1610), 
(Kerris Voyages, VIII. 261 ) ; Augustine in Madagascar may 
easily be found as it has breaches on either side : Davis (1620) (Voy- 
ages and Works, 118) ,• There was a, sudden storm so that our ship did 
drive over a breach and our boats sank at the shore> By the middle 
of the eighteenth century the word Breach seems in Bombay to have 
been locally applied to the break or gap in the rocks of the western^ 
shore through wliick the sea flooded the flats. So Grose (1750) 
(Voyage, I. 52) writes ; The causeway at the Breach where the sea 
luid so gained on the land as nearly to divide the island ; And a Military 
Report of 1771 (Pol. Diary 14 of 187 S, 40) notes that from Varli 
to the Breach the sea is surrounded with shai-p rocks. One example 
cf the old spelling Candy for Khind or Pass is enough: Sir James 
Mackintosh (1804 : Iiife> I. 276} writes Ganesh Candy for Ganesh 
Khind. The absence of either a tower or a creek at Breach Candy is 
against Dr. Murray MitchelFs Buraj-Kljddi the Creek Tower 
(compare tlobson-Joteon, 767). '' 

Island.— See Bondiay Town^ Materials, I. 438-439*. 

’ CaBtlar— 'Between 1528 and ISSS'- tibe Portuguese built the- 

Great House the nucleus of* tte preset 'Castle. Accsordihg to the 
naviga&i DaHes in 163t6 tins Great Hoibo was' at once a ware-' 
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house; a priory, and a fort.^ According to Hamilton (1700- 1720) it 
was an old square house which served the Portuguese as a place of 
retreat till relieved by troops from other places.^ 

In October 1626 a joint force of Dutch and English landed on 
Bombay and burned the Great House or Castle but withdrew without 
any attempt to retain possession.^ 

In 1634i the Portuguese wiiter Antonio Boearro notices that the 
house of the lord of the town of Bombay was well protected at his own 
expense. At the left hand margin of the harbour was also a platform 
ten paces square with two guns mounted seawards. 

About 1664; when the Portuguese allowed Mr. Cooke and his men 
to land on the island, Bald^us says : The harbour of Bombay^ is 
furnished with a capital Castle that can protect the anchorage. Nine 
years later Fryer (New Account, 6S) writes : At first landing Cooke 
and his men found a pretty well-seated but ill- fortified house, four 
brass guns being the whole defence of the island. About the house or 
Castle was a delicate garden said to be the pleasantest in India. In 
1668 the Court ordered that the Castle should be enlarged and 
strengthened and in the following year entrusted the work to Captains 
Tolderey and Smith. In 1671 their place was taken by Mr. Herman 


^ See below note 3, ® New Account, I. 185, 

3 Bombay Town Materials, I, page 1 note 2, The details are : In 1626 the English, 
with the Butch, seized the island of Bombay on the Malabdr Coast from the Portuguese^ 
but for some unexplained reason immediately abandoned it. Among the Ships^ Journals 
preserved in the Eecord Beparfcment of the India Office are: (A) Prom Andrew 
Warden’s Journal in the William z 16*26, October 15th. — In the morning stood in and 
anchored and landed of the English and the Dutch some 400 men at the least and took 
the Port and Castle and the town, and set fire to it and all the town, and all the houses 
thereabouts, the people being aU ran away that night and did carry away all the best 
commodities leaving nothing but trash, October 16th, — In the morning we set sail. 
(B) Prom John Vian’s Journal in the Discovery : 1626, October 13th. — This 13th 
day we and the whole fleet both of English and Dutch went into Bombay and came to 
an anchor in nine fathom, one point hearing W.N.W, compass, the other S.S.W., the 
one three miles off, the other three leagues off; this was in the entering of the 
harbour, October 14th. — This day we went mth. the whole fleet in further, near 
a small town or village, where there were Portugals. We anchored and rode a mile off, 
in six fathoms, one point compass hearing W.S.W, five miles off, the other S, by W. 
some five leagues off. We came so. near the town with two of our ships that we drove 
them all away with our great ordnance, namely the Morriee of the English and the 
Mauritim of the Dutch. In safety we landed our men on shore, who pillaged the town, 
and set their houses all on fire with their fort near the waterside. Yea, we stayed there 
the 15th day doing all the spoil that possibly we could, but we got nothing to speak of 
but victual. So when we had done all the harm we could, the 15th day in the evening 
we got our men aboard, leaving the town on fire, and the 16th day in the morning when 
the wind came off shore, we weighed anchor and went off to sea again. (C) Prom David 
Davies’ Journal in the Diseovery : 1626, October 13tb.-~The 13th we went into the 
hay and rode without the stakes, as you may see in the draft following. The 14th 
the^ Moms and the Dutch ships went in near the Great House to batter against it, in 
which battery three of the Mcyrris ordnance split ; the same day we landed 300 men 
English and Dutch and burnt all their cajan houses and took the great house with two 
basses (the smallest kind of cannon used in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries) of 
brass and one saker (i e, hawk, a denomination of cannon) of iron. The 15th all our 
men embarked aboard the.ship$ being Sunday in the evening, and left the Great House 
which was both a warehouse, a piiory, and a fort, all afire burning with other good 
houses together with two new frigates not yet from the stocks nor fully ended ; but 
they had earned away all their treasure and all things of any value, for all were run 
landed. Sir George Birdwood’s Eeport on the Old Eecords of the 

India Office (1891), 214-215. 
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Bake. In December 1672 Fryer found that the shady walks of the 
Portuguese garden had been loaded with cannon^ the bowers had been 
turned to ramparts^ the trees rooted out, and masonry walls had taken 
the place of garden fences. According to Fryer the changes were 
chiefly carried out by Mr. Philip Gyfford (1667-1670) whom Fryer 
(New Account, 65) describes as raising and in a manner finishing the 
bastions, a work which was still but beginning by the rest. In January 
1673 the French traveller Dellon describes the Castle as a very fine fort 
in which the English President generally resides. In the following 
month (February 20tli, 1673) finding Bombay Fort as stark as the 
deil the Dutch retreated to their boats without any booty. In Decem- 
ber 1673 within the fort were mounted 120 pieces of ordnance and in 
other stands twenty more, besides sixty field-pieces in their carriages. 
At this visit Fryer notices that a trench was being dng out of the hard 
rock round the Castle to moat it with the sea, and that horn works 
were being made. In Fryer^s opinion these works were too costly ever 
to be carried out by the Company. At the same time they were faulty 
since the wall should have extended to a tank without the parade. In 
1675 Fryer (New Account, 122) refers to certain unnecessary appendices 
to the fort being pallisadoes in mud so contrived that they were rather 
a means to take, the fort than to defend it, which afterwards were all 
washed away by the rains.^ 

In July 1676 Surat pressed on Bombay the need of completing the 
bastion and the parapet to the fanssebraye (see above page 70 ; 
the home works on that page should be horn works). The details of 
the explosion in 1677 (see above page 73) prove that the north-east 
bastion was then complete. In 1684 a fresh bastion was added to the 
Castle. During the Sidi war (1689-90) the faulty position of the Castle 
under command of Dongri hill caused much loss and discomfort. 
With the magnitude, figure, and materials of the fort Hamilton (New 
Account, I. 185-187) found no fault. He says: It is a regular 
tetragon whose outside polygon is about 500 paces ; it is built of a 
good hard stone j and it can mount above 100 pieces of cannon. In 
1698 the Castle, which had been ordered to be strengthened in 1690 
and again in 1695, was held to be safe against the attack of any 
Indian enemy (Bruce^s Annals, III. 89, 182, and 275), 

In 1750 Grose writes: The fortified house built on the site of 
the residence of the Portuguese Governor ought to have been taken 
down and built at Mendham's Point. The Castle is well-built with 
3 ?eo^ular gradients of strong hard stone. In one of its bastions called 
the Tank bastion is a’ lar^ cistern of vrateri There is also a well 
within the fort, but the water is not extremely good, and is liable to 
be dried up in the heats! A ? ditch had been made at great expense 
and flooded ; and though the curtain of the wall between the bastions 
IB very frail^ the fort is one of the strong^ of the Company's places,^ 

On the 23rd September 1755 the Engineer Ckptain De Funck wrote : 
Bomba^y town‘i 0 forf^^‘'':’Wit^^ faregular walls in 


1 Bombay \ 

2 Grose’s Voyage, X. Bombay Mathis, II. 209. 
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form o£ bastions, surrounded with a wet ditch, and commanded by a 
hill called Dongri. Seaward this town is fortified with a Castle, and, 
to the right and left of the Castle, are some other walls and detached 
batteries. The Castle is called Bombay Castle and is situated on a low 
ground, about the middle part of the town, close to a bed of rocks in 
the sea opposite the harbour, and is formed in the figure of a trapezoid 
which is construed into four bastions called the Flag, Brab-tree, Tank, 
and Cavalier bastions, The Castle is not constructed in a manner to 
make a sufficient defence. Any battery by land or by water is able 
to ruin the wall of this fort. If this fort or Castle could be surrounded 
by a lower wall in form of a terrace biaisse or sloping parapet, it would 
be a great part stronger and able to make a defence against any 
attack that ever possibly could be made in this country. The interior 
of this Castle is large enough for lodging a proper garrison, stores, 
and ammunition. But the present barracks for the artillery are in a 
very bad condition, and have not room to contain above sixty tO' 
seventy men. Besides the infantry guard room is not sufficient for 
the garrison necessary for thfe Castle/ 

Apparently from the beginning of British management to 1755„ 
besides Government House, the house of the Second in Council, and accom- 
modation for the garrison, the Castle enclosure contained quarters for 
the Secretary's, the Treasurer's, and the Chief Aecountant'^s offices.^ 
Captain De Funek'^s examination of the Castle satisfied liim that the 
high walls of Government House were a serious menace to the safety 
of the fort. The walls could not stand a cannonading. They would 
fall and the ruins would injure the garrison and impede the working of 
the guns. 

About the same time Dr. Ives describes (1754<) the chief fort as a. 
r^ular square of very good materials provided with over lOO guns. 
On his return in January 1758 Dr. Ives found that since 1754 a 
Swedish engineer Captain De Funek had made a considerable inereaso 
to the sea fortifications..^ 

On the 25th April 1760 the Court write to Bombay: We approve 
of pulling down the high buildings of the Fort House, raising batteries 
towards the sea for the protection of the Castle, and fortifying your 
piers. All these are works that admit of no delay.*^ 

One of the last additions to the Castle was in 1764 the chambers over 
the gateway. These consisted of a hall and closet for the Captain and 
a room on each side for the subalterns. This accommodation was 
required, because in completing the Town Walls the guard room at the 
Apollo Gate had been removed.® 

In 1775 the merchant Parsons describes Bombay Castle as a very 
large and strong fortffieation.® 


1 BojiaJjay IJowu Materi^s, II.. 307 - SIL ■ ' 

® Bombay ^wn Mat^ 327 j Pttb. D^y 31 o|'W58, 

Pub. Bep. Letters to the Gonrt VoL B of 1758, 179. ^ 

3 Br. Ives" Voyage from Englaad to lmdiar (1773), 33, 195. 

^ Bombay Town Materials, II. 464 - 465. ^ Bombay Town Materials, III. 141 - 142. 

« Bombay Town mUmh, II-. 399, 482. xii.. 
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0£ the difficulties^ the errors, the faitees^ and the final success o£ 
building the great Town Walls, a work which lasted from 1750 to 1780, 
details are given in Volume II. of the Materials. 

About eighty years after they were completed it was decided to 
demolish the Town Walls. In December 1861 the Government of 
Bombay forwarded to the Secretary of State the report of a Committee 
on the subject of the Western Defences of the Port of Bombay. The 
conclusions of the Committee were entirely approved by His Excellency 
the Commander-in- Chief and the Governor in Council. In a minute 
dated the 18th January 1862 ou the Land Defences and the removal of 
the ramparts Lieut.- General W, R. Mansfield then Commander-in-Chief 
observed that the town or fort of Bombay was a hundred years ago 
somewhat in the same case as Genoa and Venice at the era of the Italian 
republics. The State was in the town itself and in the safety of the town 
the preservation of the State was consequently involved. The island of 
Bombay instead of being an isolated town exposed to pii*acy and other 
dangers with no field army from which to call for help, was now an 
enormous growing and commercial capital of large and flourishing 
provinces, studded with the stations of an army, a considerable portion 
of which was immediately available by railway. He thought the 
conclusion was inevitable that while the Government could not be too 
careful with regard to the Harbour Defences, all anxiety was removed 
with respect to any possible danger that could come from the interior. 
General Mansfield^ s conviction was that the position of the fort was 
either untenable or one which should not be held. He accordingly 
recommended the razing of the ramparts. 

In a Despatch in the Military Department dated the 17th June 
1862 Her Majesty's Secretary of State expressed his approval of the 
proposal of the Committee to remove the Western Front of the Fortifi- 
cations and to turn the ground so recovered to useful and profitable 
account and authorized the Government of Bombay to take the steps 
necessary for that purpose by levelling the ramparts and by erecting 
other works of defence on a new and improved plan. An executive 
committee styled the Rampart Removal Committee was accordingly 
appointed by Government to cany out the measures ordered.^ The 
estimated expenditure on account of removing the ramparts and 
other works in connection therewith was Rs. 1,48,405.^ In 1865 the 
work of removal of the disused ramparts of the fort was completed 
and the Committee dissolved.^ 

CtOBB Island^ also known as Cfibbot Island, is a small rounded 
knoll about 80 feet above high-water level and 500 yards east of 
Oamac Bandar. According to one account this island received its 
name because on it the first Portuguese 1507 - 1509) set a cross 
in sign of possession. In support of this derivation the common name 
of the island Signalo is quoted as proving that on it the cross was 

- * Obv. Bes. Bixblio Works f 1862 * ^ ■; 

• » Oov. Bes. beii* Bept. 1084 4ten July 1863, 

3 Bov. Bes. Fublic Works Bept. Ho* 654 23rd March 1865* 
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planted as a s%n or signal. Butin Urdu-Mardtlri Shmdlo means 
not a signal but a harlot and tliis may be the origin of the common 
Bombay story that certain harlots who were implicated in a murder 
were the first offenders who were hanged on the cross or gibbet on 
Cross Island. Of the practice of hanging pirates and other heinous 
offenders in chains on Cross Island the author of Qui Hi (1816, page 
202) has left the*following : 

Th© sails are set, they catch the wiiidj 
Dismal the wretched fellows rang 
That on Cross Island’s gibbets hungw 
Dismal the kites and crows and cranes 
Shrieked to the music of the chninsv 

GtQat WGStom Hotol*— 0£ tlie large house ou the west side o£ 
Apollo Street opposite the Dockyard enclosure now (1894) the Great 
■Western Hotel and still known as the Old High Court the following 
details are available ; The Collector's records show that in 1748-49 
Messrs. George Crrigs and Michael Rasor owned this property. Ten years 
kter 1757-58 Mr. Crrigs^ interest was transferred to Mr. John Baptista. 
In 1771-72 the Honourable Mr. William Hornby, who was Governor 
from 1771 to 1784, sueee^ed to the whole property. To the building 
of the house no reference has been traced. Three causes seem to have 
combined to bring about the construction of what is still one of the 
haii<komest residences on the island ; First the demolition for military 
reasons of the original Government House, in the Castle in 1758; 
second the abundance of labour available in some of the cold or saving 
fits during which the fortifications were at a stand ; and third the 
large ideas of Mr. William Hornby one of the ablest and most energetic 
of Bombay Governors. It seems doubtful whether Mr. Hornby ever 
lived in Hornby House. As Governor he almost ceitainly lived in Mr. 
Spenceris House, the building in Apollo Street now (1894) known as the 
Old Secretariat, into which the Governor moved in 1757-58 when for 
military reasons the Government House, that is the Fort House, in the 
Castle was demolished.^ Nor does Hornby House seem at first to 
have been used as the Seeond^s House since in 1764 Mr, Hunteris 
House, on the site of the building at present occupied as the B. B. and 
C. I. Railway Company's offices to the north of the Cathedral, was 
known as the Second^s House,^ It seems probable that after 176t 
when Mr. Hunteris House was taken for Public Offices, the Second may 
have come to live at Hornby House. And that between 1764 and 1781 
Hornby House was used by the Second and also as an Admiralty House 
when an Admiral happened to he stationed in Bombay. That Admirals 
lodged in the Great House between 1764 and 1781, is shown (Pub. 
Diaiy 78 of 1781, 326) in the joint report of the 39th June 1781 of 
the surgeons of the ho^ital in the Marine Yard.* The four surgeons 


^ On 1st March 1T57 Mr. Sokti Spencer^s House was purchased by aov'eramcnt 
tor the President and Goremor for his town residence for Bs, 15,161-0-91. Compare 
above Secretariat. This house is the present (1894) Old Secretariat. 

^Mr.WaMe^s Landed Tenures of Bombay 20th August 1814 paragraph Bom. 
Orov. bel. IjJvI V. 47, 
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Sam. Richardson, and George Birehi 
agree that the hospital be moved from its site m the Marme S 
provided it can be located in the house lately oceapxed by the Admiral 
with Its high dry and healthy rooms, its convenient onSouses anThs 
siiacious accommodation fit to receive 400 sick EuroneanR ivr« ,»f- 
taken on this proposal, Next year on 4e 2 S 

f f for ten years at a monthly rent of 

FonitiL late7?mm fo^^ other public purposes. 

488 - 4901 to f1 e\n ^ ®°'’®™y/ofo^(®ombay Town Materials, II. 
4 j 9U) to the house as the Admiralty House rented from Mr 

^0°?^ w Court House and Toira 

h?6r ?1 Sirpat the iMayoris Court was transferred. Two years 

Di^v 9^ of Mayor^s Court was (W 
fm I, A^i M n’ Hornby House to make room 

foi Sii Aichibald Campbell and the officers of His Maiesty’s 71st 

MltSf'lI^SS^^Jqnftr"? describe (Bombay Town 

tihe mSo3s ^ buildingas the Admiralty House wherein 

years kteWl/gai nn ^see^Wed. Four 

yeais later (i/92) on the expiry of the lease the followino* nroceediHo.^ 

are recorded: On the 8th June 1792 (Pub. Diary 101 of 1792 6?!) 
the land paym^ter acquainted the Government of the approachini 
eviration on the 26th October 1792 of the ten yearsMeasf fegSS 

T?- 12th June 1792^ (Pub 

Diaiy 101 of 1792, 677) Government directed that Mr Hornby’s 
agents be railed upon to inform Government the lowest terms they 

^.-.*0 theH.n.™Sco^„,rg 

the space of five yeare. thereupon Mr. Maister on the 14th June 1 792 

he lease of this large house to the Honourable Company for fourteen or 
’*Pon the same terms andeonditions as they havehitherio 

furthe,?«nJ! house only for the 

S P 9^00 dve yearn he expects the same rent which is now 
\nfi T ^ ^ month, and a renewal of the lease for that period. On 

(Pub. Diary 101 of 1792, 702) Government 
referred the matter to the land paymaster. 

10 ??f paymaster reported (Public Diary 

102ofl/92, 764) : The actual expense for the repairs to the large 
house in the Apollo Street the property of Mr. Homhy durino' the 
ten years of the l^e (25th October 1782 to 30th April 1792) amounted 
^3^^d-l-59. The estimate of the clerk of the works shows 
thayhe expense that will be incurred to put the whole house and 
bmlffin^ m suitable and complete repair would amount to Rs. 9987- 
0-75. This sum includes Rs. 15S.S-1-79 for rebuilding the waU and 
makmg repairs to the large batty warehouse which it is well known 

time Mr. Hornby dehvered it over 
Hoo ^®**d paymaster (Pub. Diary 102 of 

1 /y2, 788) further reported that the estimate of the clerk of the works 
tor white- washing and other neoesrary repairs to the large house in 

Mr. Hornby, .aMOtEiited to Rs. 7476-1-36.^ 
T&ftijf! X Government revived (Pub. Diary 102 of 

l /92, 765) to mttpiate to Mr. Maister that the house would be delivered 
B 1006-83 
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up to Hm on tlie 25tli October 1792. And on 13tli July 1792 (Pub. 
Diary i02 of 1/92, 788), after consulting the Company's Splieitor, 
Government directed that the repairs must be immediately carried into 
execution. Three months later (23rd October 1792) the following 
entry occurs (Pub. Diary 103 of 1792, 1220) : As the lease of Mr. 
Hornby's large house will expire on Thursday next (the 25th October), 
and as we are desirous of hiring the warehouses by the year at a moderate 
rent, it is agreed that a committee consisting of Messrs. Morley, 
Stevenson, and Adamson call to their assistance some of the principal 
merchants, and give ns their opinion what monthly rent will be equitable. 
On the next day (24)th October 1792) the committee submitted 
the following report (Pub. Diary 103 of 1792, 1224): Two ware- 
lionses near the east entrance into the house and immediately under the 
large hall, each Es. 50 a month; two warehouses, one of them being at 
the south and the other at the north side*of the front of the house, each 
Es. 75 a month ; two warehonses at the back part of the house, one of 
them being at the south and the other at the north side of it, each Rs. 65 
a month; one very large warehouse situated at the back part of the 
compound and now (1792) called the batty warehouse, Es. 150 a month. 
These details give a monthly total rent of Es 530, The Board then 
proposed (Pub. Diary 103 of 1 792, 1225) to Mr. Maister, Mr. Hornby's 
agent, to hire the warehouses at the committee's valuation. Mr. Maister 
would not agree (27th October 1792) to accept the rents offered. 
He wrote: Considering (Pub. Diary 103 of 1792, 1225) the goodness 
of these warehouses and the convenience of their situation the suitable 
rent was Rs. 100 for each of the six warehouses under the body of the 
house and Es. 200 for the large batty warehouse or in all Rs. 800 a 
month for one year from 1st November 1792. On receipt of Mr. Mais- 
ter's terms, on the 30th October 1792, the Board observe (Pub. Diary 
103 of 1792, 1226) : We are of opinion from the solidity of the 
construction, the dryness of the warehouses, and their advantageous 
situation and security from fire, that they are fully worth Rs. 800 a 
month which is actually a monthly saving of Es. 800 upon the rent 
of Es. 2000 which the Honourable Company paid before, as the 
habitable apartments did not fetch- more than Rs 400 a month. 
From these circumstances Mr. Maister's proposal appearing reasonable, 
it is agreed that it be accepted and the necessary orders be issued for 
tfiat purpose. The house seems to' have been taken from year to year 
till on the 23rd April 1798 the Government recommended the Court 
(Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 32 of 1797-1799, 248) to treat in 
England with Mr. Hornby for a long lease of his house known as the 
Admiralty since it might be converted into a better sniteof commodious 
Public Officers than any other buildings at this Presidency. In reply on 
the 18th March 1 801 ( Pub. Dep: Court's Letters Vol. 15 of 1800 - 1803, 
137 - 138) the Court write: Previous to our coming to a decision upon 
your late recommendation relative to the leasing of Mr. Hornby's House, 
called the Admiralty, for the purpose of its being converted into public 
offices, we dieet that you revise the subject and communicate to us 
your opinion on the requisite accommodations for transacting the 
Company's business at your Presidency on a reduced scale in conse- 
€|uence of the measure recently adopted of placing the Civil and Mili- 
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tary Government o£ tlie Provinces o£ Malabar and Kanara under the 
control of the Presidency of Madras. In 1800 Government still rented 
the house a room beings set apart to store the Admiralty furniture. In 
the same year (1800 j this building was re-arranged so as to make it 
suitable for the Recordei'^s Court. In the negotiations between Gov- 
ernment and Mr, Maister on behalf of Mr. Hornby, apparently Mr. 
John Hornby the heir of Mr. William Hornby, the house is referred 
to (see above pages 47 -18) as the Admiralty House and again as the 
large house called the Admiralty House. Prom April 1800 Hornby 
House continued to be rented for the Recorders Court The Reference 
Book to the Revenue Survey Plan of 1818 shows the land as William 
Hornby^ s. In 1827-28 the rent roll shows it as transferred in that 
year from Mr. William tlornby'^s name to Mr. John Hornby’s name. 
The property continued in Mr. John Hornby^s name till 1878-79 whe 7 i 
Mr. Arthur Hornby and the Trustees of Mr, Rustainji Jamsedji 
Jijibhai conveyed it to Mr. Albert Abdulla David Sassoon for 
Ils. 3,85,000. Since then it has remained the property of the Sassoon 
family,^ Prom 1800 Hornby House continued to be the Recorder's 
Court House till in 1824 (May 8th) the Recorder’s Court became the 
Supreme Court and in 1862 (August 14th) the Supreme Court became 
the High Court. The High Court continued to use it as a Court 
House till in 1879 (March 1st) the new High Court on the Esplanade 
was completed. On the transfer of the High Court the buildings were 
converted into the Great Western Hotel, 

Ma'him Shrine. — A Government order to Mr. Aislable, dated the 
12th of November 1694, runs : These are to enorder you to permit the 
Moormen to come upon this island to worship at the tomb at Mahim as 
customary; but let none come armed at any time but persons of some 
considerable quality. Such persons you may permit to have their arms 
as also two of their servants. These orders you are to observe from 
your receipt hereof to the 26th instant but no longer.^ The same order 
was repeated in November 1702> 

A Government order to Mr. William Sedgwicke, Chief of Mahim, 
dated 26th October 1739 runs : The Honourable the Governor having 
granted liberty for the keeping of M^him fair, you are hereby ordered 


^ In the Indenture dated the 14th September 1S60 between William Homby and 
Arthur Hornby the description of the property rnns as follows ; Premises formerly 
called the Admiralty, House and for some years and now called the Court House. 
In the Indenture dated the 9th June 1863 between Jane Hornby widow and relict 
of John Hornby, and William Hornby the description of the property is as under : 
Premises called the Court House or the Admiralty House. 

^ According to the existing title-deeds the mansion house and messuage wherein 
the Court of the Recorder of Bombay doth now , fist December 1807) usually sit 
and hold Courts, was leased by 'the Honourable Company from Mr, John Hornby 
at a monthly rent of Rs, 1700 for a period of twenty-one years. The next lease with 
, 'Sassoon -'iis dat^ the 10th .May Arthur Hornby 'to the Secretary of 

‘ State for ihlia ' in Counch, for a period* of fouit _^from 1st - December 1862 at a 
monthly rent of Es. 2o00. 

' ® sec. Out- D, Book 0 of 1694 - 1606, 21. 

« Sec, .Out. L. Book 7 of 1690..- 1702, 20#. 
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to pemit the people to have the eouDtry music and to exercise such 
ether diversions as are customary at that time and to ^‘ive assistance 
for preventing any disturbance or disorder being eommitted.i 

About 1750 Mr. Ihonras "lYhitehill seems to have had a house and 
garden of some consequence in Mdhim. This corrntry house he called 
the Villa Nova. Ihe records of 1758-59 contain several references to 
plots of Government land being added to his grounds.^ 

Ma'pla Por is the Oldest English Building in Bombay. About SOO 
yards noi-th of the north-west corner of Elphinstone Circle, on the 
west side of Bohora Baz^r street, immediately beyond its meeting- 
with Gunbow Lane stands a long low upper-storeyed building with 
peaied tiled roof. The street part of the ground floor is marked by a 
row of small shops built of wood planking. But the central entrance 
the deep eaves, and the well-carved brackets show that it is a build- 
ing of some and importane^ Over the square gateway hangs 
the sign of the Fort Printing Press and under the signboard is a 
plain wavy-edged panel of wood. The upper storey under a deen 
eave hmig on neh carved-wood brackets, has a main window over the 
central entrance and to the right or north a line of five windows 
and of four to the left or south. From Bohora street the paved 
entrauce nses a^ut 18 inches to the opening of the central gateTay 
This square cut gateway, about 12 feet high 11 feet brfad aifd 
40 feet deep, with side benches of stone and a modern wooden ladder 
storey, opens on a rough untidy paved court two 
feet lower than the entrance plinth, 32 feet broad from east to weTt 
and 85 feet long from north to south. Across the worT pavemSt 
of the yard, onaphnth reached by two broad steps with S of 
about SIX inehes each, stands the unroofed and ragged shell of a ki-^o 
building At the north and the south ends of the co^tvard a 
fen-foot bioad flight of eleven steps with a lift of six inehes and a tread 
of twelve inches, of much worn two feet sauare alTpr xi ^ 
leads to a ten-foot square landing at the back of wliTnli n 

solid masonry balustrade about three feethigrrise 

steps leading to the rig'ht to the hnelr fifteen 

»m. Ip fc £igM o£ pt tte »rtl. 

veranda four feet six inches auJ eloping tile-roofed 

w. iiX 

* Sec. Otit, L. B. 8 of 1738 - 174T 

following year. - ? ‘ (Ditto) was repeated in the 

Pud. Diary 31 of 1738, 258, 270 and 32 of 1769, H. 
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windows, is used as storerooms ; the southern half as a workshop 
for ruling aceoiirit books. In the north-west corner a small room 
(12'x 7' x7' high) with masonry walls and roof and a door with 
wrought- iron shutters seems to have been used as a safe or strong 
room. The upper storey is reached by the flights of masonry steps 
at the north and south ends of the courtyard. Along the west, 
originally a corridor facing the courtyaid, runs a set of rooms about 
ten feet wide with stone-paved floors. From this row of outer rooms 
or partitioned corridor, with massive lintels door-posts and roof -beams, 
open a row of five plank-floored chambers each about 28 feet long 
22 feet broad and 11^ feet high, the northmost used for oilman^s 
stores, the second as a school, the third as a dispensary, and the fourth 
and fifth as a printing press. A roof loft over the upper storey is 
also used as a printing gallery. 

The west side of the rubbish-strewn worn and battered courtyard 
shows that the main building, of which the roofless and ragged shell 
alone remains, stands on a plinth about a foot above the yard and 
along its eastern front was separated from the yard by a sloping tile- 
roofed veranda about 70 feet long and 12 feet broad, supported 
as the sockets show by a line of wooden pillars about twelve feet 
apart. The roofless shell along' the inner edge of this veranda, though 
in several places crumbled to within a few feet of the ground, shows 
that the ground floor was divided into three rooms. The door (6 
feet 3 inches wide) and side windows (4 feet wide) of the central room 
remain. The wall of the north room which is little more than a 
pile of loose stones shows no trace of openings j but gaps for the door 
and window of the south room remain. Inside of the building in 
the north stand a big and a litth pip al and a dor tree. The centre 
is open, but the rest is blocked with piles of stone timber iron and 
other builder^s lumber. The masonry of the walls is of rough 
undressed seabeach stones covered with inch-thick plaster. The outer 
walls are fairly massive; the ‘inner partitions are so slight as to 
suggest that the bulk of the ^veight was borne by wooden pillars. 
The 'worn stairs to the north and south of the front courtyard show 
that they led to the upper storey of this central building. All that is 
left of this upper storey is in the north where the wall still stands 
SIX feet higher than the groove that marks the 14 feet ceiling of the 
ground rooms. 

To the west of the main building stretches a worn and sloping pave- 
ment, about 25' X 50f, with a ten-foot passage running along its west 
edge. Beyond the passage is a row of upper-storeyed rooms. On the 
right is a second group. And on the left over a square-cut doorway 
opening into Gunbow lane, is a third group with roughly ornamented 
pilasters. The worn plinths of this square-cut^ gateway suggest that 
it formed the main entrance to the original building. The pavement 
and pillar sockets to the west of the main building apparently belong 
to a portico about 50 feet long by 20 feet broad shading the western 
door and perhaps furnished with an upper-portico in front of the 
central upper-chamber which overlooking the lower houses in front 
would command a view west across the palm gardens and meadows to 
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Back Bay. In tlie north-west corner of the west courtyard is an old 
stone-ringed circular well, 

A room in the ground floor of the house in the north-west corner 
opens on an open-air passage or gulley 6 feet 6 inches broad between 
the outer face of the north wall of the main building and a detached 
enclosing wall about 13 feet 6 inches high. This outer wall runs 
east to a stair and door which give access to the landing on the 
north flight of steps in the east yard. Along the south side of the 
north passage the wall of the main building, which shows traces of 
a deep Bath-red plastering, varies from about 18 feet to 23 feet 
in height and has two windows (6^x4^ and 6 feet from the ground) 
giving light to the north chamber. The outer or enclosing wall 
about 13 feet 6 inches high ends in a rounded coping and has 
its inner face thick-lined with plaster in which are set rough angular 
ehippings of trap or basalt. From the west window of the upper 
room of the house which gives entrance to the passage the outer 
enclosing wall is seen to stretch west about 33 yards. 

Behind the row of dwellings that fills the west of the inner yard a 
six-foot passage runs south to Gunbow lane. Along the west side of 
this passage a row of lofty modern dwellings, standing on old plinths 
and with lower walls plastered and set with trap ehippings, stretch 
west to a narrow gnlley which the maps show to be the original 
limit of the plot of land. Along the north side of Gunbow lane 
at a height of about thirteen feet the original enclosing wall may 
be traced the rough fragments of trap on its outer face showing 
through layers of yellow wash. In most places the house walls 
stand on the top of the enclosing wall. But in one or two 
portions the enclosing wall remains detached with a rounded coping 
like the north enclosing wall. 

Opposite the south end of the main building a modern gate (6' x 8') 
in the outer enclosing wall , opens from Gunbow lane. Across an 
open-air passage or gulley choked with lumber an inner door gives 
entrance to the south room of the main building. Enough of the 
south gulley is visible to show that in breadth and design it does 
not difiEer from the north gulley. This south gulley seems originally 
to have eommnnicated with the outside by a small door a few yards 
east of the present gate whose earlier date is shown by the greater 
wearing of its dripstone. Beyond this small door the open-air"gulley 
ends eastwards in the comparatively modern buildings tliat hamper 
the south flight of steps in the front courtyard. 

This old building or enclosure is generally known as Mapla For the 
gated enclosure of the Miplds that is of the half- Arab Musalmdns of the 
Malabdr Coast, who, till well into the present century, held the bulk 
of the coasting or country trade of Bombay. The nathe of the present 
owner is Mapla Chaukaran Eeloph Karakuti Kdka whose agent is a Pfei 
Mr. Dinsha SorAbji Mr. Dinsha states that in 1794 Musa of Tellicherry, 
an ancestor of the present owner, purchased the property from one 
jMuhammad Safi, The size of the central halls, the handsome staircases 
and court-yard, and still more the strange outer enclosing wall suggest 
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that the buiklmg was not inteiided for a private dwelling or warehonse. 
Though^- perhaps from fear, that sneh a confession might help to a 
resumption, the people interested deny any knowledge of the fact, the 
tradition remains that the Mapla Por was once a public building. An 
old porter and also the Parsi owner of the printing press say : These 
buildings once were the Sark^r^s and were called the Barracks. At 
one visit to the Mapla Por an old Musalman teacher said: The place 
'is called Kot. I think Kot means killa or fort though it is true the 
building is in no way fortified, A young girl who was by said : It is 
Kort an English word not Kot. Not a fort but the place papers come 
from. Others agree it was a Government building and used to be 
called Aphis. The appearance of the shell of the building, the small 
number of large rooms, the paved courtyard, and still more the outer 
open-air passage and lofty enclosing wall favour the view that the 
building was a Jail and Court House. 

The following extracts from the Bombay Records seem to show 
beyond reasonable doubt that this ruined shell is the remains of one of 
the earliest if not the earliest building the English erected in Bombay 
Among the liberal schemes which the vigorous mind of Gerald Aungier, 
who was then the Chief in Surat, devised for improving Bombay, when 
in 1668thetownandislandpassedto theCompany, was, in January 1671 
(Surat Factory Outward Letter Book 1 of 1680-1673, 202), the 
building of a fair common house wherein may be appointed chambers 
for the Courts of Justice, warehouses and granaries for com and ammu- 
nition, and prisons for several offenders. By a fair common house 
Aungier apparently meant quarters for the naerchants and writers. 
Besides this common house Aungier wished that other quarters should 
be built so that all the Company's servants might be well housed. 
Counsels of economy from London, backed by the local Bombay opinion 
that existing houses would suffice, led Aungier somewhat grudgingly 
to countermand his instructions for building new quarters. Apparently 
this prohibition extended to the building of the fair common house as 
part of the Courts and the Jail. Between 1671 and 1673 the building 
which was already in progress is referred to as the Courts of Justice 
and the Courts of Judicature (Surat Factory Outward Letter Book 1 
of 1630 - 1673, 217-227). The Courts for which the building was design- 
ed were the two Courts of. Judicature established by Gerald Aungier in 
1670. These Courts, which met regularly once a week, were an inferior 
Court held by a covenanted officer of the Company assisted by native 
officers which took cognizance of civil suits under 200Xeraphins (Rs.140), 
and a superior Court, where, with the title of Judge of the Courts of 
Judicature, the Deputy Governor and Council sat and took cognizance 
of all civil and criminal eases. Except in matters of the gravest necessity 
the decisions of this superior Court were final and without appeal. It 
may he conjectured that the centre chamber of the three on the ground 
floor of the main building was the Court of Appeal, and that in one of 
the end chambers the infejrior and in the oiher end chamber the superior 
Court sat in the exercise of their ori^nal Jurisdietion1[Compare Bruce^s 

Baz^r was also 

completed at the same time of which at least the ground floor was used 
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as cells for prisoners^ and pei-iiaps the loft for the gnard. The buildings 
were probably pushed on when Anngier was in Bombay (May 1572 - 
May 1673). They were completed by the close of 1676. Besides 
accommodating the inferior and superior courts the (.hurt House seems 
to have been used for the quarterly meetings of the Justices wlreh had 
Miherto been held in the customs houses of Bombay and Muhirii 
(Bombay Towm Materials, III. 3). Before completion, about 1676 
when a Judge was appointed, the Court of justice was accommodated in 
a hired house. Nest year, June 1676, as the building of a hospital was 
declared the chief want of Bombay^ the Deputy Governor suggested that 
the present court house might be turned into a hospital and that the 
Deputy Governor's house in the Castle should be bought from its owner a 
Portuguese lady and used as a Court House. The Surat Council approv- 
ed and the house and ground were bought at Rs. 2400. At first in the 
opinion of the SuratCouneil this house was a dear penny worth, but, after a 
personal meeting with the Deputy Governor, the Surat Council was satis- 
fied. In October 1676 they write : We desire you to take possession of 
the house in the Castle without delay and to go forward fitting up the 
present court of judicature as a hospital Within three months the views 
of the Bombay Council seem to have undergone a change. On the 24th 
January 1677 they wrote to the Directors that the buildings in the Castle 
should not be used as a Court. The Court of Judicature we have built in 
the Bazdr is, they add, a far more convenient place for a court being of 
greater ease for all sorts of people to repair thither and more fitting for 
prisons as prisoners may hag relief of passers (Sec. Out. L.B.4ofl677 - 
1687, 6). This economical practice, which made the prisoners suppoi’t 
themselves by begging through the bars of their cells, was long continu- 
ed in England and is still in force in Goa. More than a year before 
the letter from Bombay (24th January 1677) was written the 
Com't of Directors had taken Aungier to tax for excessive expenditure 
on Bombay buildings. On the 17th January 1576 (Surat Factory 
Out. Letter Book 2 of 1675-76, 25) the President replied : The out- 
buildings, that is the buildings outside of the Castle, for houses ware- 
houses granary mint-house and Court of Judicature your Council 
judged absolutely necessary and such as you cannot be without. 
Yet if you shall not approve thereof your President offers to take them 
to his own account proved you will please to allow him reasonable rent 
for the time they have been employed in your service and give him leave 
hereafter to improve them to the best* advantage. This offer of the 
President seems to liave been accepted. 

After its completion in 1676 this building seems to have continued 
to be rented as a Court House till 1720. In 1720, part of the 
property of Rdma Kdrodti, a large house and warehouses occupying 
the area at the corner of Bazdr Gate street and Dwark^das^ lane, 
about 150 to 200 yards south of the site of the old Ba 2 safr Gate, was 
purchased for Es. 6000 and the Court and Town Hall were removed to 
it. They continued to be held in Kdma KaiMtBs buildings till in 1 786 
the Court was moved to Horahy House, the present (1894) Great West- 
ern Hotel Between 1720 when it ceased to be used by Government 
pd 1748, Aungier^s Court House in Bohora Bazdr street is entered 
in the Collector's records as the property of Shivji Dharamset who 
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the death o£ Governor Anngier in 
f ™gier s Conrt House was transferred by Shivii 
?S^T?+* Safi in whose name it remained^ till hx 

1803-4 It was transferred to Musa of Tellicherry, an ancestor of the 
present owner who had purchased it in 1794'. 

The great fire of February 1803 destroyed the Bazdr front or 

thrfV,m4 h'' f ® the whole of which, since the transfer of 

too Oouit Hrase to Bazar Gate street in 1720, had been used as a 
warehouse. The Honourable Mr. Jonathan Duncan, then Governor, in a 
Memorandum on the Fire, records (Pub. Diary 172of 1803, 1071-1074) 

17th February the front of the largl 
mansion known by the name of Muhammad Safi fell. By the 
instant application of water to the embers the fire, beyond expectation, 
was prevent^ from taking to the next house. Otherwise the conflagm- 
tiommight have been considerably more destraetive. The after-pait 
or this house, he adds, which has been purchased by Musa of Tellicherry, 
stall remains standing It was filled with rice, sugar, and oth« 
aitaeles, and during the forenoon of the 19th February very much 

thieatened destruetaon to the surrounding buildings, especially as the 

impound was filled with two to three hundred planks. As the 
I'urvoe that appeared on the part of Mammy (Musa^s a<rent) had no 
means of removing the planks, all who would be afthe trouble of 
cany ing them were allowed to take them away. When the greater 
part or this combustible had been cleared. Mammy the aforesaid 
A hith^to appem-ed to be equally without the TneanB or 

will to effect anything on his pai-t, pretended that he had got people 
to remove the remaining deals. This proving not to be the case, as 
ascertained by Captain Brookes on the spot, the yard was soon cleared 
ot the planks. The remaining danger of the fire was overcome by 
tiie exertions of the navy^ in the AdmiraFs presence. 

The statement of houses destroyed in the fire gives the following 
details: No. 358 held by Muhammad Safi with an area of 3416 
square yards and a rental of Es. 51 

These details of the 1803 conflagration seem to shew that only the 
Eohora Bazdr front of the Original Jail was destroyed and that the 
back part of this line of buildings was saved. This agrees with the 
present state ot the buildings the wood-work and pavement of whose 
western strip or partitioned corridor seem of the age of the original Court 
House (16/7)^ and the fittings and wooden flooring of the inner rooms 
to be partly at least considerably more recent. It further appears that 
m 1803 the main building in the centre of the enclosure^ the original 
Court House, was not much, if at all, damaged by fire. 

After the 1803 fire, the Bohoia Baz5,r front was repaired and until 
1868 the enclosure continued full of warehouses and dwellings. Up to 
1868 there were the present east range of upper-storied buildings 
divided in two by the central east gateway. From the south-east 
comer there ran west along Gunbow Lane block of buildings one 
storey higher. And beyond a gap caused by the south wall of the 
central court-house stood a second group of buildings inhabited by 

B 1000-84 
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Jews. The west end of the square was filled with a row of hiiildrag^. 
And in the north-west of the square facing south was the M?5pla^s 
dwelling. A row of upper-storied buildings facing east ran parallel to 
the west row separated from it by a narrow lane. In the centre of the 
square the main block of upper-storied buildings lay north and south. 

The Time^H of India of the 24:th February 1868 describes how, about 
one A.M. in the night of the 23rd February 1868, a fire broke out in a 
dwelling in the ground floor of the buildings to the west of the main 
central block From the ground floor the fire spread to the xipper floor 
and from that passed to the main central block. Two of the godowns 
in the central block were filled with boxes of brandy, which, taking' fire, 
with loud explosions spread the conflagration so rapidly as to endanger 
the whole neighbourhood. By three o^clock in the morning, but 
not until the buildings on the west and south-west of the enclosure 
had been destroyed, two hand fire engines and one steam fire engine, 
under the energetic supervision of Mr. Edginton the Deputy 
Superintendent of Police, gained a mastery over the flames. Outside of 
the enclosure, the tops of some of the houses to the north caught fire 
but they sufiered no material damage. The roofs of the ranges of 
buildings to the east and south-east were crowded with men who 
poured water so freely that the dense masses of falling sparks failed 
to ignite the roofs. By six o^clock in the morning the fire was 
completely got under. During the rest of the day the upstanding 
portions of the burning buildings were demolished and the engines 
were kept at work till a late hour on the heated ruins. Besides 
the two central ranges the west half of the south or Gunbow lane 
front, the whole western row of houses, and the M4pla^s residence in 
the north-west corner were destroyed. The only portions of the six 
ranges which were saved were the eastern or Bohora Bazdr face and its 
continuation westwards along the eastern portion of the Gunbow Lane 
front. The aggregate loss was estimated at seveml Mkhs of rupees. 

These details of the 1868 fire show that the present buildings of the 
M4»pla For belong to three periods. The front part of the east or 
Bohora Baz^r street and south-east or Gunbow lane range belong to 
the early^ years of the present century. The surviving portions of the 
original jail and court house of 1677 are the inner or western face of 
the east front ; the shell of the main eentml ruin or court house ; the 
open-air passages to the north and south ; and the foundations and 
lovrer walls of the south-western gateway as well as of certain of the 
western buildings. The upper portions of the west half of the Gunbow 
Lane front, the whole of the buildings in the west of the enclosure, and 
the dwelling or ofiice in the north-west corner are later than the fire of 
1868, ^ These details seem to show that the Bohora Baz^r street front 
was originally closed and that the central gateway was added in 1803. 

• The. original entrance seems to be the gateway at the south-west 
corner of the enclosure. This gateway led to the west porch and to 
a eouri-yard along whose western limit sttlfcehed the warehouses and 
granaries for^ corn and ammunition of Aungieris original design. That 
Aungier^s fair common house ever rose on the top of these warehouses 
seems doubtful. 
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Old Woman^S Island. — From very shortly after the estaHish- 
ment of British power in Bombay till the close of the eighteenth century 
the common name for Lower CoMba, that is for the part of Oolaba 
nearest Bombay, was Old Woman^s Island. The earliest reference that 
has been traced is Fryer^s who in 1673 (New Account, 67) mentions 
the great Malabar Point abutting against Old Womau^s Island. A 
rudely carved red-smeared goddess, a venerable Portuguese dame, a 
wrinkled fate-reading fisherwoman, an antique mother of harlots have 
all been invented to explain the name Old Woman^s Island. The 
Portuguese seem to have known the island by no other name than 
Koluan the Koli hamlet. This, by the dropping of the initial K, 
Dr. Gerson Da Cunha thinks the British sailor twisted into Oluan or 
Old Woman. In 17o0 Grose (Voyage, I. 58) notices that the origin of 
the name Old Woman is unknown. A report on the fisher people of 
Bombay in 1747 (Materials, II. 147) contrasts the rates paid by the 
Kolis of Moory (Mori) in Warli and by the Woomanys. This though 
evidently a reference to the Kolis of CoMba can hardly be a corruption 
of Old Woomanys, It suggests the Hindustani Omani the common 
Persian and Arab name (compare Briggs‘S Ferishta, I. 413) for the sea 
that washes Western India. It seems possible that as the fishers of 
Mazgaon fish solely within harbour limits while the Oolaba fishers have 
their stakes in the open sea, the Oolaba Kolis were known as A1 Omanis 
the deep-sea fishers. It is somewhat against this explanation that no 
memory of the use of such a name remains. 

PareL — See above Section I. page 595. 

Shri-Glllldi is called Malaba'ir Point after the pirates of 
Dharmapatan, Kotta, and Porka on the Malabar Coast, who, at the 
beginning of British rule in Bombay, used to lie in wait for the 
northern fleet in the still water in the lea of the north end of Back 
Bay.^ In 1668 so exposed was the. trade of Bombay to Malabdr pirates 
and to Shiv^^ji that three small armed ships had to be built as convoys.* 
The name Shri Guncli apparently means the Lucky Stone. Of this 
lucky stone or needle rock Moore has the following At the very 
extremity of Malab&r Point is a cleft rock, a fancied yoni, to 
which numerous pilgriife resort for the purpose of regeneration by the 
efficacy of a passage through this sacred emblem. The yorii or hole is 
of considerable elevation among rocks of no easy access in the stormy 
season incessantly surf-buffeted. Both high and low castes have faith 
in this sin-expelling rock. Women as well as men pass through the 
opening. You descend some steps on rugged rocks. Then thrusting 
your hands in front you ascend head first up the hole. After the feet 
are lifted from their last support the ascent is very difficult, sometimes 


1 Dharmapatan is four miles nortti of .TelHcher:^ ; Kotia or Eottakul is fifteen 
miles south of Tellicherry ; and Porka or Purakkat is about ten miles south of Aleppti. 
. ® Bruce's Annals, II. 244^ 

® See Captain Dickinaon’s map of 1812-1810 s Hindu Pantheon, 395 *397* 
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it is impracticable. The baffled devotee has to be helped down 
again. Moore several times tried to pass. He always failed though bis 
superiors in bulk slipped through with apparent ease. Shiva Ji about 
(1660-1670) when discovery wasdeathj is said to have landed at Malabdr 
Point and passed through the rock, probably to free Mm from the 
haunting presence of the murdered Afzulkhan, K^nhoji Angria 
(1690 -‘1730) is said to have visited Bombay by stealth to go through 
the hole in the rock on Malabar Point/ When (1774“ 1780) Eaghoba 
or Raghun^thrao Peshwa, an exile from Poona, was living on Malabdr 
MU in an lofty tower since removed, he occasionally passed through the 
holy cleft perhaps to get rid of the ill-luck-bringing ghost of his 
murdered nephew N^rd^yanrao/ 

Near the Lucky Rock, Moore continues, are (1800-1810) the mins of 
a rather elegant temple/ It is said with probability to have been blown 
up with gunpowder by the Portuguese while Bombay was under their 
flag. Fragments of well-hewn stone are still (1810) to be seen over 
and around its site having a variety of images sculptured on their 
surface. Many of the most useful stones have been taken to help 
the erection in the neighbouring beautiful Brdhman tillage of its fine 
tank and temples. Moore had the site cleared. Some feet under 
ground he found, a good deal mutilated, the same triform head which 
is the central sculpture in Elephanta. The head was about two feet 
square and eighteen inches thick. The front face is Brahma, on his right 
Shiv, to his lef fc Vishnu. The stone is in the India House Museum, 
It is pictured at plate 81 of Moore^s Pantheon. 

Another stone which probably belonged to the Shri Gundi temple 
is a welhearved Shesh-Ndrayan, that is Ndr^yan reclining guarded 
by the Ijooded snake. It is ^et on the ground opposite the first or 
highest passage that leads down to Wdlkeshvar village. 


^ Grose’s Voyage to the East Indies, I, 56 - 57, 
2 Compare Moore’s Hindu Pantheon, 397. 

® Compare Moore’s Hindu Pantheon, 395. 



